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4n  *■■ 

SITTINGS  IN  BANC  AFTER  HILARY  TERM. 
XXV.  VICTORIA     1868. 

(Continued  from  Vol.  I.) 


GOODMAN  V.  BOYCOTT.    Jan.  80. 

Detinue, — TUle  deedt^ — Detnsee. 

DeoUntion  in  detinue  for  title  deeds.  Plea,  that  the  deeds  were  intrusted  to  and  deposited 
with  the  defendant  by  one  G.,  deoease^t ;  that  the  plaintiff  claimed  the  right  to  the  possession  of 
tbess  as  derisee  nnder  the  will  of  G. ;  that  the  detention  was  a  loss  of  them  by  the  defendant 
before  Uie  death  of  G.,  and  that  the  defendant  never  had  possession  of  them  since  the  death  of 
0.  On  demurrer  to  this  plea :  Held  by  Wightman,  J.,  that  the  plea  was  bad,  as  it  did  not 
sUege  that  the  deeds  were  destroyed ;  and,  therefore,  assuming  that  they  were  still  existing, 
sod  as  the  property  in  them  was  vested  by  the  devise  in  the  plaintiff,  he  might  maintain  deti* 
nae ;  Held  by  Blackburn,  J.,  that  the  plea  was  good,  as  it  did  not  admit  that  the  defendant  had 
possession  of  the  deeds  sinee  they  were  the  plaintiff's. 

Detinue. — The  declaration  alleged  that  the  defendant  detained  from 
the  plaintiff  his  title  deeds  of  certain  messuages,  or  tenements,  and 
land,  at  a  place  called  Windmill  Row,  in  the  borough  of  *Kid-  r^ 
derminster,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  that  is  to  say,  a  coun-  ^ 
terpart  of  a  lease,  dated  the  28th  November,  1796,  made  between  Ed- 
ward Davis,  and  Sarah,  his  wife,  of  the  one  part,  and  James  Jauncy  of 
the  other  part ;  a  certificate  of  redemption  of  land  tax ;  and  a  chiro- 
graph of  a  fine,  of  and  relating  to  the  said  messuages  or  tenements,  and 
land ;  and  also  a  document  in  writing,  being  an  undertaking  given 
and  made  by  one  Mr.  Bradland,  relating  to  the  said  messuages  or  tene- 
ments and  land ;  whereby  the  plaintiff  was  prevented  from  selling  or 
mortgaging  the  same,  as  he  otherwise  would  have  done:  and  he 
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claimed  a  retarn  of  tbe  deeds,  or  their  value,  and  502.  for  their  de- 
tention. 

Plea :  That  the  deeds  in  the  declaration  mentioned,  were  intrusted 

to  and  deposited  with  the  defendant  by  one Goodman,  deceased, 

and  that  the  plaintiff  claimed  the  right  to  the  possession  of  tbe  deeds 

as  devisee  under  tbe  last  will  and  testament  of  the  said Goodman, 

and  never  had  any  other  interest  in  tbe  deeds.  It  then  averred  that 
tbe  detention  in  tbe  declaration  mentioned  was  a  loss  by  the  defendant 
of  tbe  deeds,  so  deposited  with  him  as  aforesaid,  before  the  death  of 
tbe  said Goodman,  and  that  tbe  defendant  had  never  had  posses- 
sion of  the  deeds  since  tbe  death  of  tbe  said Goodman. 

Demurrer  and  joinder. 

The  demurrer  was  argued  at  tbe  sittings  in  bane,  after  Michaelmas 
Term,  1861,  on  the  27th  November,  before  Wightman  and  Black- 
burn, JJ.(a) 

Montague  Smith  {H.  Cole  was  with  him),  in  support  of  tbe  demur- 
^o-|  rer. — The  plea  affords  no  answer  to  tbe  *declaration.     Tbe  pro- 

^  perty  in  tbe  deeds  accompanies  tbe  title  to  the  land,  and  passes 
with  tbe  land  to  the  devisee ;  and  their  loss  is  in  tbe  nature  of  damage 
done  to  tbe  land.  By  analogy  to  tbe  cases  of  covenants  which  run 
with  the  land — such  as  covenants  to  repair — which  pass  with  the  re- 
version to  the  heir  or  devisee,  this  action  is  maintainable.  Tbe  breach 
of  covenant  in  those  cases  is  a  continuing  breach  where  the  cause  of 
action  is  continuing.  In  King  v,  Jones,  6  Taunt.  418  (E.  C.  L.  B. 
vol.  1),(6)  an  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff,  as  the  heir  of  his 
father,  against  tbe  defendant,  as  executor  of  Bichard  Griffith,  upon  a 
covenant  of  tbe  testator  to  do  all  lawful  and  reasonable  acts  for  fur- 
ther assurance,  upon  request ;  and  it  was  held  that  the  covenant  was 
one  running  with  tbe  land,  and  that  the  heir  might  recover.  In  King- 
don  V.  Nottle,  1  Mau.  &  S.  855,  it  was  held  that  an  action  by  tbe 
plaintiff,  as  executrix  of  Bichard  Kingdon,  against  tbe  defendant,  for 
a  breach  of  covenant  to  make  a  good  title,  could  not  be  mMntained 
without  showing  some  special  damage  to  the  testator  in  bis  lifetime, 
or  that  the  plaintiff  claimed  some  interest  in  the  property.  Lord 
Ellenborough,  in  tbe  argument  of  the  case,  says,  p.  862,  '*  It  has  been 
a  sort  of  maxim  in  tbe  law  that  an  ei^ecutor  so  far  represents  bis  tes- 
tator as  to  be  entitled  to  maintain  an  action  in  respect  of  all  personal 
contracts  made  with  tbe  testator  and  broken  in  his  lifetime ;  but,  from 
Co.  Lit.  and  tbe  other  authorities  which  have  been  cited,  it  should 
seem  that,  in  contracts  relating  to  tbe  freehold,  the  executor  does  not 
represent  bis  testator  quite  to  that  extent.  And  if  the  present  action 
could  be  maintained  this  inconvenience  would  certainly  result  from 
^.-.   it,  that  *the  executor,  who  could  recover  only  nominal  damages, 

^  would  thereby  preclude  the  heir,  who  is  the  party  actually  dam- 
nified, from  recovering  at  all,  for  I  am  not  aware  of  any  case  in  which 
an  action  has  been  bolden  to  be  maintainable  by  the  heir  after  a  former 
recovery  by  the  executor."  In  the  present  case  the  person  damnified 
is  tbe  devisee ;  he  has  the  land,  and  if  he  wishes  to  sell  it  be  may  be 
most  seriously  inconvenienced  by  tbe  loss  of  the  title  deeds :  it  would 
appear,  therefore,  that  he  is  tbe  person  who  ought  to  sue  for  tbe  loss. 


(a)  Tbe  srgament  is  reported  bj  H.  Holrojd,  Bsq. 
(6)  Affirmed  in  error,  4  Mau.  k  S.  188. 
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and  not  the  executor.  In  Williams  on  Executors,  p.  715,;  5tb  ed.,  the 
aathor,  in  treating  of  actions  upon  covenants  real,  lays!  it  do*i^n,  ^*  if 
such  a  covenant  had  been  broken  in  the  lifetime  of  the  tSamtor,  or 
intestate,  it  should  seem,  according  to  the  old  authorities,  that  t«be'?«ile 
was  that  the  executor  or  administrator  might  sue  upon  it,"  and  he 
cites  a  passage  from  Com.  Dig.  in  support  of  such  rule;  but  in  p.  716 
he  adds,  "  this  rule,  however,  has  been  directly  qualified  by  the  deci- 
sion of  Kingdon  v.  Nottle,  followed  by  that  of  King  v,  Jones,  in  which 
cases  it  was  held  that  where  there  are  covenants  real,  that  is,  which 
,  run  with  the  land,  and  descend  to  the  heir,  though  there  may  have 
been  a  formal  breach  in  the  ancestor's  lifetime,  yet,  if  the  substantial 
damage  has  taken  place  since  his  death,  the  real  representative  and 
not  the  personal  is  the  proper  plaintiflF." 

Then  the  loss  of  the  deeds,  which,  for  aught  that  appears  to  the  con- 
trary, is  through  the  defendant's  own  default,  is  no  answer  to  an  action 
of  detinue.  Williams,  J.,  in  his  judgment  in  Beeve  v.  Palmer,  6  G. 
B.  N.  S.  84-91,  says :  '*'  AH  the  authorities,  from  the  most  ancient 
time,  show  that  it  is  no  answer  to  an  action  of  detinue,  where  *a  r«^ 
demand  is  made  for  the  redelivery  of  the  chattel,  to  say  that  the  /- 
defendant  is  unable  to  comply  with  the  demand  by  reason  of  his  own 
breach  of  duty." 

Huiton,  contrsL — The  plaintiff,  in  order  to  maintain  detinue,  must 
show  either  a  privity  by  bailment  between  himself  ana  the  defendant, 
or  that  he  had  a  right  to  the  possession  of  the  deeds  when  he  brought 
the  action.  Here  there  could  be  no  contract  of  bailment  between  the 
plaintiff  and  the  defendant,  and,  the  loss  having  occurred  in  the  life- 
time of  the  testator,  occurred  before  the  plaintiff  had  any  property  in 
the  deeds.  Reeve  v.  Palmer,  5  C.  B.  N.  S.  84-91  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  94), 
only  decides  that  the  plea  here  would  be  no  answer  to  the  action  if  it 
hud  been  brought  by  the  plaintiff's  testator.  It  is  clear  that  the  tes- 
tator in  his  lifetime  could  have  maintained  an  action  against  the  de- 
fendant; and  if  he  recovered  judgment,  the  judgment  would  have 
been  that  he  recover  the  deed  or  damages  for  its  detention ;  and  if  the 
testator  had  sued  in  his  lifetime,  and  then  died,  the  damages  would 
have  gone  to  the  executor.  In  Br.  Ab.  tit.  Sci.  Fa,,  pi.  190,  it  is  laid 
down :  "  Si  home  recover  fait  concernant  enheritance  per  briefe  de 
detinue,  et  damages  de  v.  liv.  si  le  &it  soit  de  estre  redely  ver,  et  si  le 
&it  ne  soit  destre  redely  ver  tunc,  xx.  liv.  damages  et  devy,  et  per  opin- 
ionem  Curie  lexecutors  navera  execution  des  damages  devant  que 
I'heire  ad  scire  facias  pur  le  fait,  et  distringas  ad  deliberandum  factum, 
et  si  le  viscount  retorne  quod  charta  perdita  vel  combusta  est,  donques 
Texecutors  avera  scire  facias  del  damages  et  non  ante,  quod  nota,  et 
in  plea  real  le  heire  avera  execution  del  terre,  recover  per  son  aunces- 
tor,  et  les  executors  averont  scire  facias  des  damages  et  costes,  quod 
nota."  Suppose  the  ^defendant  had,  in  the  testator's  lifetime,  .-^g 
wrongfully  cut  down  a  tree,  the  heir  could  not  have  brought  an  '- 
action  for  the  wrong ;  and  as,  before  the  passing  of  the  8  &  4  W.  4^ 
c.  42,  s.  2,  the  executor  could  have  brought  no  action  for  damage  done 
to  real  estate,  it  follows  that  no  one  could  have  brought  an  action.  It 
may  be  that,  notwithstanding  that  statute,  there  is  a  class  of  cases 
where  a  wrong  is  committed  in  the  testator's  lifetime,  for  which  no  one 
can  sue.    The  plea  shows  that  the  defendant  never  had  possession  of 
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the  deeds  after  the  plaintiff  became  entitled  to  them ;  the  plaintiff, 
therefore,  cannot  maintain  this  action ;  if  any  action  lies  the  executor 
is  the  proper  person  to  sue :  Baymond  t;.  Fitch,  2  G.  M.  &  B.  588,  6 
Tyr.  985 ;  Ricketts  v.  Weaver,  12  M.  &  W.  718 ;  1  Williams  on  Exe- 
cutors 719-20-21,  5th  ed. 

H.  Cole  was  heard  in  reply.  Our.  adv.  vuU. 

The  following  judgments  were  now  read  by  Wightman,  J. 

WiGHTKAN,  J. — This  was  a  demurrer  to  a  plea  m  detinue,  and  was 
argued  before  my  brother  Blackburn  and  myself  on  the  27th  of  No- 
vember last ;  and  as  we  differ  in  opinion,  it  is  not  without  great  doubt, 
and  after  much  consideration,  that  I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  judgment. 

The  declaration  alleged  that  the  defendant  detained  from  the  plain- 
tiff his  title  deeds  of  certain  messuages  and  land,  whereby  the  plaintiff 
was  prevented  selling  or  mortgaging  the  same,  as  he  would  have 
otherwise  done. 

The  defendant  pleaded  that  the  deeds  were  intrusted  to  and  de- 
^,^1  posited  with  him  by  one  Goodman,  deceased,  *and  that  the  plain- 

-*  tiff  claimed  them  as  devisee  under  his  will,  and  had  no  other  in- 
terest in  them,  and  that  the  detention  of  them  was  a  loss  of  them  by 
the  defendant  before  the  death  of  the  said  Goodman,  deceased,  and 
that  the  defendant  never  had  the  possession  of  them  since  the  death 
of  Goodman. 

It  is  not  alleged  in  the  plea  that  the  deeds  have  been  destroyed,  and 
it  may  be  therefore  assumed  that  they  are  still  existing ;  and  as  the 
property  in  them  is  by  the  devise  vested  in  the  plaintiff,  he  may 
maintain  detinue,  though  he  never  had  the  actual  possession,  against 
any  pne  who  detains  them ;  as  in  the  case  of  an  heir  at  law  suing  in 
detinue  for  an  heirloom :  Bro.  Ab.  Detinue^  pi.  30,  45.  The  loss  of 
them  would  be  no  answer  to  an  action  by  the  original  bailor  unless  it 
appeared  by  the  plea  that  it  was  without  any  default  of  tbe  defendant. 
Is  then  the  loss  of  them  as  pleaded  an  answer  to  an  action  of  detinue 
by  the  present  plaintiff,  who  became  the  owner  and  entitled  to  the 

Possession  after  the  alleged  loss  by  the  defendant  ?  The  deeds  must 
e  taken  to  be  still  existing,  and  ought  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
defendant  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  plaintiff;  and  he  can  hardly  be 
allowed  to  set  up  his  own  default  as  an  excuse  for  not  having  the 
possession  of  the  plaintift*'s  property.  Consistently  with  the  defend- 
ant's plea,  the  deeds  may  have  been  found  immediately  after  the  death 
of  the  bailor ;  and  though  they  may  not  have  actually  come  to  the  pos- 
session of  the  defendant  since,  he  might  have  known  where  they  were, 
and  might  have  the  possession  of  them  if  he  pleased.  The  case  would 
have  been  different  had  the  plea  stated  that  the  deeds  had  been  burnt 
or  destroyed  before  the  death  of  the  bailor ;  for  if  that  had  been  the 
^o-.  case,  the  plaintiff  would  never  have  *had  any  property  in  the 
-'  deeds  at  all,  and,  consequently,  could  not  be  entitled  to  maintain 
an  action  to  recover  the  possession,  or  damages  for  withholding  it. 
As  the  case  stands,  if  the  plaintiff  has  judgment  to  recover  the  deeds 
in  specie  or  their  value,  the  defendant  may,  before  execution,  be  able, 
as  they  are  still  existing,  to  comply  with  the  first  requirement  of  the 
judgment,  and  restore  the  deeds  themselves.  The  action,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  is  not  to  recover  damages  for  losing  the  deeds,  but  for  the 
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detention  of  them.  They  must  be  taken  upon  these  pleadings  to  be 
existing;  the  plaintiff  is  the  owner,  and  they  are  detained  from  him, 
without  sufficient  legal  excuse,  by  the  defendant,  who  ought  to  be  in 
possession  of  them.  If  this  action  is  not  maintainable,  I  do  not  see 
now  any  action  can  be  maintained  by  anybody,  though  the  plaintiff 
has  sustained  great  damage.  The  executor  of  the  bailor  cannot  main- 
tain detinue,  for  he  has  no  property  in  the  deeds,  nor  right  to  the  pos- 
session, nor  was  there  any  request  or  refusal  to  deliver  them  in  the 
bailor's  lifetime ;  nor  can  he  maintain  an  action  for  losing  them,  as 
the  personal  estate  sustained  no  damage. 

I  therefore  think  that  the  plea  is  bad,  and  does  not  answer  the  de- 
claration, and  that  our  judgment  should  be  for  the  plaintiff. 

Blackburn,  J. — In  this  case  there  was  a  count  m  detinae  for  the 
plaintiff's  title  deeds  in  the  usual  form. 

To  this  the  defendant  pleads,  that  the  title  deeds  were  deposited  with 
him  by  one  Goodman,  since  deceased ;  and  that  the  plaintiff's  right  to 
the  dc^s  is  as  devisee  of  Goodman,  and  not  otherwise;  that  the  de- 
fendant lost  the  deeds  in  the  lifetime  of  Goodman,  and  has  never  had 
possession  of  them  since  his  death. 

*To  this  there  is  a  demurrer.  r^g 

The  authorities,  from  those  to  be  found  in  Brooke's  Abridgment  *■ 
tit.  Detinue,  down  to  Reeve  v.  Palmer,  5  C.  B.  N.  S.  84  (E.  C.  L.  R. 
vol.  94),  agree  that  where  the  defendant  in  detinue  had  at  one  time 
possession  of  the  plaintiff's  goods,  under  such  circumstances  that  he 
was  bound  to  return  them  on  demand,  he  cannot  defend  an  action  of 
detinue  by  pleading  that  in  consequence  of  something  amounting  to  a 
default  on  his  part,  as  between  him  and  the  plaintiff,  he,  the  defendant, 
has  no  longer  possession  of  the  goods,  and,  consequently,  cannot  com- 
ply with  the  demand ;  and,  therefore,  as  the  plea  in  the  present  case 
does  not  allege  that  the  goods  were  lost  without  any  default  on  the 
defendant's  part,  it  would  be  bad  if  it  appeared  that  the  defendant 
ever  had  the  plaintiff's  goods. 

But  the  plea  does  not  admit  this:  it  shows  that  the  defendant  had 
those  deeds  before  they  became  the  plaintiff's,  and  that  he  lost  them 
at  a  time^  when  the  plaintiff  had  nothing  in  them ;  and,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  he  had  no  need  to  excuse  that  loss  as  against  the  plaintiff  inas- 
much as  the  plaintiff  was  not  then  injured  by  the  loss  of  what  were 
not  then  his  goods.  It  is  true  that  the  plaintiff  has  since  then  acquired 
by  the  devise  the  property  in  those  deeds,  just  as  he  might  have  ac- 
quired property  in  any  other  goods  by  purchase ;  and  I  agree  that  he 
has  a  right  to  maintain  an  action  for  any  wrong  to  him,  as  owner  of 
those  deeds,  committed  subsequently  to  the  time  when  they  became 
his;  but,  as  a  general  rule,  causes  of  action  already  accrued  do  not  run 
^  with  the  property  in  goods  or  deeds.  This  plaintiff  could  maintain  no 
action  of  trover  or  trespass  for  any  act  done  to  the  deeds  before  they 
were  his,  nor  could  he  maintain  *in  his  own  name  any  action  r^-tQ 
on  the  contract  of  bailment  for  the  loss  admitted  by  the  demur-  ^ 
rer  to  have  taken  place  before  the  plaintiff  had  any  property  in  them. 
I  quite  agree  that,  having  acquired  the  property  in  those  deeds,  he 
may  maintain  trover,  trespass,  or  detinue  for  anything  done  to  them 
subsequently  to  his  acquiring  that  property.  But  I  think,  on  this 
record,  we  cannot  suppose  that  the  defendant  has  had  any  control  over 
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the  deeds  subsequent  to  the  time  when  the  plaintiff  acquired  the  pro- 
perty, that  is,  after  the  death  of  Goodman.  I  think  the  general  rule 
is,  that  no  right  of  action  already  accrued  is  transferred  with  the  pro- 
perty in  chattels.  No  case  has  been  cited,  nor  have  I  been  able  to 
find  one,  for  saying  that  the  action  of  detinue  is  an  exception  from  this 
general  rule. 

It  follows  from  this  that  no  action  for  detinue  can,  in  my  opinion, 
be  maintained,  though  an  action  by  the  executors  on  the  contract  of 
bailment  would  lie :  whether,  in  that  action,  the  damages  would  be 
substantial  or  not  I  need  not  now  determine. 

In  my  opinion,  therefore,  the  judgment  ought  to  be  for  the  de- 
fendant. 

I  need  not  say  that  I  express  my  opinion  with  diffidence,  as  it  un- 
fortunately does  not  agree  with  that  of  my  brother  Wightman.  Still 
I  think  myself  bound  to  express  it 

The  Court  having  consisted  of  only  two  Judges,  and  being  equally 
divided  in  opinion,  I  shall  withdraw  my  opinion,  so  that  the  judg- 
ment will  be  entered,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  of  the  senior 
Judge,  for  the  plaintiff.  Judgment  for  the  plaintiff 


*11]  *SCOTT  and  others  v.  PILKINGTON  and  another.    Jan.  28. 

MUNBOE  and  others  v.  PILKINGTON  and  another. 

Action  on  foreign  jvdgmeni. — Lex  loci  coniracHU, — Mistake  of  law. — Appeal, 

1.  In  an  aetion  on  a  eontraot  where  the  question  at  israe  has  no  relation  to  the  manner  of 
performing  the  contract,  or  to  the  oonseqaenoes  of  non-performance,  and  relate*  entirely  to  th« 
effect  of  the  transaction  at  the  place  where  it  was  entered  into,  the  liahility  of  the  defendant 
must  be  determined  hj  the  lex  loci  eontractfts. 

2.  Where  an  action  is  brought  on  a  judgment  obtained  in  a  foreign  Court,  the  pendency  o£ 
an  appeal  in  the  foreign  Court  against  that  judgment  is  no  bar  to  the  action ;  although  it  may 
aifoid  ground  for  the  equitable  interposition  of  the  English  Court  in  which  the  action  if 
brought  to  prevent  the  possible  abuse  of  its  process,  and  on  proper  terms  to  stay  execution. 

8.  Goncessnm,  that  the  judgment  of  a  foreign  Court  having  jurisdiction  ovto^the  subject- 
matter  cannot  be  questioned  here,  on  the  ground  that  the  foreign  Court  has  mistaken  the  law 
of  its  own  country,  or  has  come,  on  the  evidence,  to  an  erroneous  conclusion  as  to  the  facta. 

4.  In  an  action  on  a  judgment  obtained  by  the  plaintllT  against  the  defendant  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  Tork,  the  defendant  pleaded  that  the  judgment  was  erroneous  according  to  the 
law  of  New  York,  and  waa  liable  to  be  reversed,  and  that  he  was  prosecuting  proceedings  in 
appeal,  which  were  then  pending;  and  he  set  out  the  record  of  the  proceedings  in  the  original 
suit  there,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  cause  bad  been  referred  by  order  of  the  Court,  not  to 
a  private  arbitrator  selected  by  the  parties,  but  to  an  officer  of  the  Court  directed  to  ascertain 
the  facts,  who  found  certain  facts,  with  a  certain  conclusion  of  law  flrom  them,  and  judgment 
WM  given  accordingly  in  fitvour  of  the  plaintilT;  although  the  same  conclusion  would  not  have 
followed  by  the  English  law  had  the  same  fkots  been  found  to  have  occurred  here :  held,  that 
the  plea  was  no  answer  to  the  action. 

In  the  first  of  these  actions  the  plaintiffs  were  W.  B.  Scott,  R.  H. 
Thorn  and  R.  C.  W.  Moore,  and  the  defendants  were  John  Filkington 
and  Daniel  Filkington. 

Declaration.  For  that  the  plaintiffs  heretofore,  to  wit,  in  and  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  by  the  consideration  and  judgment  of  the  same 
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Court,  recovered  against  the  defendants  the  sum  of  *18,067  r^^^ 
dollars  and  97  cents,  together  with  565  dollars  and  40  cents  '- 
costs  and  disbursements,  amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of  18,633  dol- 
lars and  87  cents,  which  said  judgment  sfill  remains  in  full  force  and 
eflfect,  and  not  in  anywise  satisfied,  reversed,  or  annulled ;  and  the 
plaintifib  say  that  no  execution  hath  as  yet  been  obtained  of  oi'  upon 
the  said  judgment,  and  that  the  said  sum  of  18,633  dollars  and  37 
cents  is  still  wholly  unpaid,  and  is  of  great  value,  to  wit  of  the  value 
of  3864Z.  Os.  lid.;  whereby  an  action  hath  accrued  to  the  plaintiffs  to 
demand  and  have  of  the  defendants  the  said  sum  of  3864/.  0^.  lid. ; 
yet  the  defendants  have  not  paid  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof: 
and  the  plaintiffs  claim  5000/. 

Plea.  The  defendants  say  that  the  following  is  the  record  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  said  action  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York,  in  which  the  said  judgment  was  obtained,  axid 
of  the  said  judgment  contained  in  the  judgment  roll  now  remaining 
among  the  records  of  the  said  court. 

"New  York  Supreme  Court. 

*'  William  B.  &oU,  Robert  H.  Thorn  and  Richard  G.  W.  Moore, 
against  John  Pilkinyton  and  Daniel  Pilkington. 
"Summons  for  money  demand  on  contract,  com.  for  ser. 
"  To  the  defendants  above  named. 

"You  are  hereby  summoned  and  required  to  answer  the  complaint 
in  this  action,  which  will  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  in  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York,  at  the  City  Hall,  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  to  serve  a  copy  of  your  answer  to  the  said  complaint  on  the  sub- 
scribers, at  their  office,  No.  56  Wall  Street,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
within  20  days  after  the  service  of  '*'this  summons  on  you,  ex-  r^^o 
elusive  of  the  day  of  such  service,  and  if  you  fail  to  answer  the  '- 
said  complaint  within  the  time  aforesaid,  the  plaintiffii  in  this  action 
will  take  judgment  against  you  for  the  sum  of  21,462  dollars  and  23 
cents,  with  interest  thereon,  from  the  19th  August,  1856,  besides  the 
costs  of  this  action.    Dated  New  York,  September  1,  1856. 

"  Martin  &  Smiths^  Plaintiffs'  attorneys 

"New  York  Supreme  Court.    City  and  County  of  New  York. 

"  William  B.  ScoU,  Robert  H.  Thorn  and  Richard  0.  W.  Moore 

against  John  Pilkington  and  Daniel  Pilkington. 

''The  above  named  plaintiffs,  by  Martin  &  Smiths,  their  attornevs, 

for  their  complaint  against  the  above  named  defendants  respectfully 

state  that,  at  the  several  times  hereinafter  mentioned,  the  plaintiff 

were,  and  still  are,  co-partners  in  business  in  the  city  of  New  York, 

under  the  name  and  style  of  William  B.  Scott  &  Co.,  and  the  defend- 

.ants  were,  and  still  are,  co-partners  in  business  in  Liverpool,  England, 

in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  elsewhere,  under  the  name  and 

style  of  Pilkington  Brothers. 

"  That  on  or  about  16th  February,  1856,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  said  defendants  made  and  delivered  to  Fleming  &  Alden,  a  mer- 
cantile firm  in  said  city,  the  certain  letter  of  credit,  authority,  under- 
taking and  promise,  in  writing,  of  them,  the  said  defendants,  of  that 
date,  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  that  is  to  say. 
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"Messrs.  Fleming  &  Alden,  94  Wall  Street,  New  York. 

"  New  York,  16th  February,  1856. 
"  Gentlemen, 

^^.^  " In  reply  to  your  communication  made  to  me  *thi8  morning, 
^  respecting  your  drawing  exchanges  upon  us,  I  would  state  that 
you  have  our  authority  to  do  so,  and  all  such  exchanges  drawn  upon 
us  will  be  duly  honoured  and  protected.  This  power,  however,  is 
subject  to  being  withdrawn  at  any  future  time, 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

Daniel  Pilkington,  of  and  wr  the  firm  of 

"  Pilkington  Brothers,  Liverpool. 

''  And  the  plaintiffs  further  say,  that  after  the  making  and  delivery, 
as  aforesaid,  of  the  said  letter  of  credit,  the  said  Fleming  &  Alden, 
by  virtue  and  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  thereby  conferred,  and 
while  the  same  was  in  full  force,  on  or  about  22d  July,  1856,  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  drew  their  certain  bill  of  exchange,  in  sets 
numbered  lst»  2d,  and  3d,  of  that  date,  directed  to  the  defendants  at 
Liverpool  aforesaid,  and  therein  and  thereby  req  nested  the  defendants, 
60  days  after  sight  of  either  of  said  sets,  the  other  two  being  unpaid, 
to  pay  in  London,  to  the  order  of  the  plaintiffs,  by  their  said  firm 
style  of  William  B.  Scott  &  Co.,  the  sum  of  lOOOZ.  sterling,  value 
received,  and  the  said  Fleming  &  Alden  then  and  there  offered  the 
said  bill  of  exchange  for  sale  to  the  plaintiffs  for  the  amount  thereof, 
and  a  certain  premium,  according  to  the  rate  of  premium  then  in 
favour  of  exchange  on  London,  and  to  induce  and  persuade  the  plain- 
tiffs to  purchase  such  bill  and  other  bills,  to  be  drawn  by  the  said 
Fleming  &  Alden  upon  the  defendants,  under  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  letter  of  credit,  they  the  said  Fleming  &  Alden  then  and  there, 
and  before  that  time,  showed  to  and  left  on  deposit  with  the  plaintiflb 
the  said  letter  of  credit,  and  the  plaintiffs  became  and  were  fully  in- 
formed of  the  contents  thereof,  and  upon  the  faith  and  credit  thereof 
*151  ^8^®®^  ^  purchase,  *and  thereupon  then  and  there  did  purchase 
-I  and  receive  of  and  from  the  said  Fleming  &  Alden  the  said  bill 
of  exchange,  and  in  consideration  of  the  premises  paid  to  the  said 
Fleming  &  Alden  therefor  in  moneys  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  sum  of  4822x^9  dollars,  being  a  sum  equa}  to  the  amount  ex- 
pressed in  such  bill  and  the  premium  of  exchange  aforesaid  ;  and  that 
the  plaintiffs,  by  reason  of  the  said  several  premises,  thereby  became 
and  were,  and  still  are,  the  holders  and  owners  of  the  said  bill  of  ex- 
change, and  as  such  entitled  to  have  and  demand  of  and  from  the 
defendants  the  acceptance  of  the  said  defendants  in  writing  thereon, 
and  due  payment  thereof  by  the  defendants,  according  to  their  under- 
taking and  promise  in  the  letter  of  credit  aforesaid. 

''And  the  plaintiffs  further  say  that  afterwards,  the  sum  of  money  in 
said  bill  expressed  being  unpaid,  that  is  to  say  on  the  6th  August,  1856, 
they  caused  the  same  to  be  duly  presented  for  acceptance  at  Liverpool 
aforesaid  to  the  defendants,  and  acceptance  thereof  by  the  defendanta 
to  be  then  and  there  duly  demanded;  and  that  the  defendants  then 
and  there  failed  and  refused,  and  have  hitherto  failed  and  refused,  to 
accept  the  said  bill  by  writing  their  acceptance  on  the  same  or  in  any 
other  way,  to  the  wrong  and  injury  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  contrary  to 
the  said  promise  in  writing,  by  them  the  said  defendants  made  and 
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delivered  as  aforesaid ;  by  means  whereof,  the  premittm  of  exchange 
having  meanwhile  advanced,  the  plaintiffs  have  suffered  loss  and 
damage  to  the  amount  of  4866jVu  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United 
States  of  America, 

"2d.  The  plaintiffs  as  another  cause  of  action  against  the  defend- 
ants farther  state  that  afterwards,  on  or  about  *12th  August,  r^^.^ 
1856,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  said  letter  of  credit  being  in  '• 
full  force  and  the  power  thereby  conferred  being  in  nowise  withdrawn^ 
the  said  Fleming  k  Alden,  by  virtue  and  in  pursuance  thereof,  drew 
their  certain  other  bill  of  exchange  in  three  sets,  numbered  1st,  2d, 
and  8d,  of  that  date,  directed  to  the  defendants  at  Liverpool  aforesaid, 
and  therein  and  thereby  requested  the  defendants,  60  days  after  sight 
of  either  of  said  sets,  the  other  two  being  unpaid,  to  pay  in  London, 
to  the  order  of  Messrs.  Acker  &  Harris  (then  and  there  a  mercantile 
firm  in  the  city  of  New  York),  the  sum  of  lOOOt  sterling,  value  re- 
ceived, and  that  the  said  Fleming  &  Alden  then  and  there  offered  the 
said  bill  of  exchange  for  sale  to  the  payees  therein  named,  and  as 
plaintiffs  are  informed  and  believe,  to  induce  the  said  payees  to  pur- 
chase the  same,  then  and  before  that  time  showed  and  caused  the 
said  letter  of  "Credit,  then  and  before  that  time  in  possession  of  plain- 
tiffs, to  be  shown  to  and  read  by  the  said  Acker  &  Harris  and  the 
contents  thereof  so  to  be  to  them  communicated,  and  that  the  said 
Acker  &  Harris,  by  reason  of  the  premises  and  on  the  faith  and  credit 
of  said  letter  of  credit,  as  plaintiffs  are  informed  and  believe,  then  and 
there  purchased  and  took  the  said  bill  of  exchange  of  and  from  the 
said  Fleming*  &  Alden,  and  paid  therefor,  as  plaintiffs  are  iiiformed 
and  believe,  to  the  said  Fleming  &  Alden  the  sum  of4822f^fi  dollars 
or  about  that  amount,  in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, and  otherwise,  which  said  sum  would  have  been  the  proper  value 
of  said  bill  of  exchange  in  New  York  when  duly  accepted  by  the  de- 
fendants according  to  their  said  promise  and  undertaking  in  that  be- 
half in  the  said  letter  of  credit  contained. 

*"And  the  plaintiffs  further  say  that  afterwards  and  before  r^^^y 
the  payment  of  the  said  bill,  and  before  any  acceptance  thereof  ^ 
or  presentment  of  the  same  for  acceptance  to  the  defendants,  and 
while  the  said  letter  of  credit  was  in  full  force  and  on  deposit  with' 
the  plaintiffs  as  in  the  first  cause  of  action  in  this  complaint  mentioned, 
on  or  about  12th  August,  1856,  in  the  city  of  New  York  aforesaid, 
the  said  Acker  &  Harris  endorsed  the  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  ex- 
change and  offered  the  same  for  sale  to  the  plaintiffs;  and  thereupon 
the  plaintiffs,  relying  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  said  letter  of 
credit,  and  having  due  notice  that  the  said  bill  had  been  drawn  in  pur- 
suance thereof  and  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  thereby  con- 
ferred, and  that  the  same  had  been  purchased  by  the  said  Acker  & 
Harris  upon  the  faith  and  credit  thereof  as  aforesaid,  purchased  and 
received  the  said  bill  of  exchange  of  and  from  the  said  Acker  &  Har- 
ris, and  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  such  letter  of  credit  paid  therefor 
to  the  said  Acker  &  Harris  the  sum  of  4822t%^0  dollars,  money  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  which  said  sum  would  have  been  the  pro- 
per value  of  the  said  bill  of  exchange  in  New  York  when  accepted 
hy  the  defendants  according  to  their  said  promise  and  undertaking ; 
by  means  whereof  the  plaintiffs  became  and  were,  and  still  are,  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


It  SCOTT  t;.  PILKINGTON.    H.  T.  1862. 

holders  and  owners  of  the  said  bill  of  exchange,  and  as  such  entitled 
to  have  and  demand  of  and  from  the  defendants  the  acceptance  of  the 
said  defendants  in  writing  thereon,  and  due  payment  thereof  bj  the 
defendants,  according  to  their  promise  and  undertaking  in  the  letter 
of  credit  aforesaid. 

'*  And  the  plaintiflfe  further  say  that  afterwards,  before  payment  of 
*181  *^®  ^^^  ^^  money  in  said  bill  expressed,  *that  is  to  say  on  the 
^  27th  August,  1856,  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  the  plaintiffs  caused 
the  said  bill  of  exchange  to  be  duly  presented  for  acceptance  to  the 
defendants,  and  acceptance  thereof  by  the  defendants  to  be  duly  de- 
manded ;  and  that  the  defendants  then  and  there  failed  and  refused, 
and  have  hitherto  failed  and  refused,  to  accept  the  said  bill  by  writing 
their  acceptance  on  the  same,  or  in  any  other  way,  to  the  wrong  and 
injury  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  contrary  to  the  said  promise  and  ui^der- 
taking  of  them,  the  said  defendants,  in  their  letter  of  credit  aforesaid'; 
by  means  whereof,  the  premium  of  exchange  having  meanwhile  ad- 
vanced, the  plaintiff  have  suffered  loss  and  damage  in  the  other  and 
further  sum  of  4866^^  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

''3d.  And  the  plaintiff  as  another  cause  of  action  against  the  de- 
fendants, further  state  that  afterwards,  on  or  about  the  19th  August, 
1866,  ill  the  city  of  New  York,  the  said  letter  of  credit  being  in  full 
force  and  the  power  thereby  conferred  having  been  in  nowise  with- 
drawn, the  said  Fleming  &  Alden,  by  virtue  and  in  pursuance  thereof 
drew  their  certain  other  bill  of  exchange  in  three  sets,  numbered  1st, 
2d  and  3d,  of  that  date,  directed  to  the  defendants  at  Liverpool  afore- 
said, and  therein  and  thereby  requested  the  defendants,  sixty  days 
after  sight  of  either  of  said  sets,  the  other  two  being  unpaid,  to  pay 
in  London,  to  the  order  of  the  aforesaid  Messrs.  Acker  &  Harris  (then 
and  there  ^  mercantile  firm  in  the  city  of  New  York)  the  sum  of 
10007.  sterling,  value  received,  and  that  the  said  Fleming  &  Alden 
then  and  there  offered  the  said  bill  of  exchange  for  sale  to  the  payees 
therein  named,  upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  said  letter  of  credit 
*ld1  ^^^^  ^°  possession  of  *the  plaintiffs,  and  at  and  before  that  time, 
-I  as  plaintiffs  are  informed  and  believCi  caused  by  the  said  Fleming 
k  Alden  to  be  shown  to  and  read  by  the  said  Acker  &  Harris,  and 
the  contents  thereof  to  be  communicated  to  them,  as  in  the  second 
cause  of  action  in  this  complaint  mentioned ;  and  that  the  said  Acker 
&  Harris,  by  reason  of  the  premises,  and  on  the  faith  and  credit  of 
said  letter  of  credit,  as  plaintiffs  are  informed  and  believe,  then  and 
there  purchased  and  received  the  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange 
of  ana  from  the  said  Fleming  &  Alden,  and  paid  therefor  to  the  said 
Fleming  k  Alden  the  sum  of  ^822  f^a  dollars,  or  about  that  amount, 
in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  which  said  sum 
would  have  been  the  proper  value  of  said  bill  of  exchange  in  New 
York,  when  duly  accepted  by  the  defendants  according  to  their  said 
promise  and  undertaking  in  that  behalf  in  the  said  letter  of  credit 
contained. 

"And  the  plaintiflS  further  say  that  afterwards,  and  before  the  pay- 
ment of  the  said  bill,  and  before  any  acceptance  thereof  or  present- 
ment of  the  same  for  acceptance  to  the  defendants,  and  while  the  said 
letter  of  credit  was  in  full  force,  and  on  the  deposit  with  the  plain- 
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ti&  as  in  the  first  cause  of  action  in  this  complaint  mentioned,  nsimelj, 
on  or  about  19th  August,  1856,  in  the  city  of  New  York  aforesaid, 
the  said  Acker  &  Harris  endorsed  the  said  last-mentioned  bill  &f  ex- 
change, and  offered  the  same  for  sale  to  the  plaintiff ;  and  thereupon 
the  plaintiffs,  relying  upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  said  letter  of 
credit,  and  having  due  notice  that  the  said  bill  of  exchange  had  been 
drawn  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority 
thereby  conferred,  and  that  the  same  had  been  purchased  by  the  r^oA 
*8aid  Acker  k  Harris  upon  the  faith  and  credit  thereof  as  afore-  '■ 
said,  purchased  and  received  the  said  bill  of  exchange  of  and  from 
the  said  Acker  &  Harris ;  and  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  said  letter 
of  credit,  paid  therefor  to  the  said  Acker  &  Harris  the  sum  of 
4822tV9  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
which  said  sum  would  have  been  the  proper  value  of  the  said  bill  of 
exchange  in  New  York  when  accepted  by  the  defendants,  according 
to  their  said  promise  and  undertaking;  by  means  whereof  the  plain- 
tiff became  and  were,  and  still  are,  the  holders  and  owners  of  the 
said  bill  of  exchange,  and  as  such  entitled  to  demand  and  have  of  and 
from  the  defendants  the  acceptance  of  the  said  defendants  in  writing 
thereon,  according  to  their  promise  and  undertaking  in  the  letter  of 
credit  aforesaid. 

"  And  the  plaintiffs  further  say  that  afterwards,  before  payment  of 
the  sum  of  money  in  said  bill  expressed,  that  is  to  say,  on  2d  Septem- 
ber 1856,  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  the  plaintiffs  caused  the  said  bill  of 
exchange  to  be  duly  presented  for  acceptance  to  the  defendants,  and 
acceptance  thereof  by  the  defendants  to  be  duly  demanded;  and 
that  the  defendants  then  and  there  failed  and  refused,  and  have 
hitherto  failed  and  refused,  to  accept  the  said  bill,  by  writing  their 
acceptance  on  the  same,  or  in  any  other  way,  to  the  wrong  and  injury 
of  the  p1aiDti&,  and  contrary  to  the  said  promise  and  undertaking  of 
them  the  said  defendants  in  their  letter  of  credit  aforesaid  ;  by  means 
whereof,  and  of  the  rate  of  premium  having  meanwhile  advanced,  the 
plaintiffs  have  suffered  ioss  and  damage  in  the  other  and  further  sum  ^ 
of  4866|V(j  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

*'*  And  the  plaintiffs  further  say  that,  by  reason  of  the  said  pni 
several  grievances,  they  have  been  deprived  of  the  use  and  *■ 
benefit  of  the  said  several  bills  of  exchange,  and  of  the  acceptances  of 
defendants  thereon,  and  unable  to  negotiate  the  same,  except  upon 
their  partnership  credit ;  that  the  total  value  of  the  said  bills  of  ex- 
change, in  the  city  of  New  York,  if  accepted  by  the  defendants,  as  m 
duty  bound,  would  have  been  14,600xVo  dollars,  and  that,  by  the 
aforesaid  grievances  and  the  consequent  deterioration  of  the  commer* 
cial  value  of  the  said  bills  of  exchange,  they  have  suffered  loss  and 
damage  to  the  amount  last  mentioned,  which  amount  the  plaintiffs 
claim  in  this  action,  and  demand  judgment  against  the  said  defendants 
for  the  said  sum  of  14,600jVo  dollars,  with  interest  from  the  com- 
mencement of  this  action,  besides  costs. 

**  Martin  &  Smiths,  plaintiffs'  attorneys* 

City  and  county  of  New  York,  S.  S. 

*'  William  B.  Scott,  one  of  the  plaintiffs  in  the  above  entitled  action^ 
being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  the  foregoing  complaint  is  trao  to  hia 
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U-  knowledge,  except  as  to  those  matters  wbich  are  therein  stated  on  in- 

{     *'  '.^rftttMaad  belief,  and  as  to  those  matters  he  believes  it  to  be  true. 
,  .  -/^  "  W.  B.  Scott, 

"Sworn  to  before  me  this  3d  November,  1856. 

"  John  Bissbll,  Commissioner  of  Deeds. 
Supreme  Court 

John  Pilkingion  Jc  Daniel  Pllkington, 

ats 
William  B,  Scott,  Robert  H.  Thorn  and  Richard  C,  W.  Moore. 
"The   above  defendants,    by   Miller   &   Develin   their  attorneys, 
*99-i   answer  the  complaint  of  the  above  plaintiffs,  *and  say,  that  they 
-'   admit  that  the  said  plaintiffs  were  and  are  copartners  in  busi- 
ness, and  that  the  defendants  were  and  are  copartners,  as  stated  in 
said  complaint,  but  aver  that  the  said  defendants  were,  at  the  times 
mentioned  in  the  said  complaint,  and  are,  copartners   in  Liverpool 
only,  and  not  elsewhere. 

"  And  these  defendants,  in  answer  to  the  first  cause  of  action  stated 
in  said  complaint,  admit  that,  at  or  about  the  time  mentioned  in  said 
first  cause  of  action,  they  made  and  delivered  to  Fleming  &  Alden, 
named  in  said  complaint  the  letter  set  out  in  said  complaint.  And 
these  defendants,  further  answering  said  first  cause  of  action  on  in- 
formation and  belief,  admit  that  the  said  Fleming  &  Alden,  on  or 
about  22d  July,  1856,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  drew  their  certain 
bill  of  exchange  in  sets,  and  that  the  same  is  correctly  set  forth  and 
described  in  said  first  cause  of  action ;  but  these  defendants  deny  that 
the  said  Fleming  &  Alden,  by  virtue  or  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
conferred  by  said  letter,  or  while  the  same  was  in  force,  drew  said 
bill  of  exchange;  but,  on  the  contrary,  these  defendants  aver  that 
previously  to  the  drawing  of  said  bill,  and  to  the  said  22d  July,  1856, 
these  defendants  had  duly  withdrawn,  revoked,  annulled,  and  deter- 
mined any  and  every  right,  authority,  power,  or  privilege  of  said 
Fleming  &  Alden  given  or  conferred  by  said  letter,  and  all  right, 
,  authority,  and  power  to  draw  the  said  bill  of  \3xchange,  or  any  other 
bill  of  exchange,  under  or  by  virtue  of  said  letter,  or  the  making  or 
delivery  thereof  to  them,  and  had  cancelled  and  put  an  end  to  the 
said  letter,  and  every  agreement  and  power  therein  contained. 
*2S1       "  *^®  ®^^^  defendants,  further  answering,  say  they  *are 

-'  Informed  and  believe,  and  therefore  admit,  that  the  said  Fleming 
&  Alden  offered  the  said  bill  of  exchange  for  sale  as  stated  in  the  said 
£rst  cause  of  action,  but  these  defendants  say,  on  like  information  and 
belief,  that  the  said  Fleming  k  Alden  did  not,  for  the  purposes  men- 
tioned in  the  said  complaint,  or  any  of  them,  show  to  or  leave  ia 
•deposit  with  the  said  plaintiffs  the  said  letter. 

'*  And  these  defendants,  further  answering,  say  that  they  have  not 
knowledge  or  information  sufficient  to  form  a  belief  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  said  plaintiffs  were  fully  informed  of  the  contents  of  said  letter 
or  any  part  thereof,  or  as  to  whether  or  not  the  said  plaintiffs,  on  the 
•credit  or  faith  thereof,  or  for  what  motive,  agreed  to  purchase,  or  as  to 
■whether  or  not  they  did  purchase  or  receive  the  said  bill  of  exchange, 
•or  as  to  whether  or  not,  in  consideration  of  the  premises  stated  in  said 
•complaint,  or  any  other  consideration,  they  paid  to  Fleming  k  Aldea 
:therefor  any  sum  of  money  whatever,  or  as  to  whether  or  not  the  said 
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plaintiffs  were,  or  still  are,  the  holders  or  owners  of  imp  said  bill  of 
exchange,  and  they  deny  that  the  said  plaintiffs  are  enr  '   '*     i»  -^  ■ 
or  demand  of  or  from  these  defendants  their  acceptance, 
otherwise,  on  said  bill,  or  payment  thereof  from  these  defen^ail 

"And  these  defendants  admit  the  statements  in  the  said  cause  of 
action  contained  in  regard  to  the  presentation  of  the  said  bill  for 
acceptance  at  Liverpool,  the  time  and  demand  thereof,  and  the  refusal 
of  these  defendants  to  accept ;  but  the^  deny  that  such  refusal  was  to 
the  wrong  or  injury  of  the  said  plaintiffs,  or  contrary  to  any  promise 
of  these  defendants,  but  they  say  that  they  have  not  knowledge  or 
information  suflBlcient  to  form  *a  belief  as  to  who  caused  the  said  ^^^4 
bill  to  be  presented  for  acceptance  or  acceptance  to  be  de-  ^ 
manded. 

'*  And  these  defendants,  further  answering  said  cause  of  action,  say 
that  they  have  not  knowledge  or  information  sufficient  to  form  a 
belief  as  to  whether  or  not  thcv  premium  of  exchange  had  advanced 
as  stated  in  said  cause  of  action,  or  as  to  whether  or  not  the  plain- 
tiffs have  suffered  loss  or  damage  to  any  amount  whatever. 

"  2d.  And  these  defendants,  answering  the  second  cause  of  action  in 
said  complaint  contained,  on  information  and  belief,  admit  that  the 
said  Fleming  &  Alden,  on  or  about  the  12th  August,  1856,  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  drew  their  certain  other  bill  of  exchange,  in  sets,  and 
that  the  same  is  correctly  described  and  set  forth  in  the  second  cause 
of  action  ;  bat  these  defendants  deny  that,  at  the  time  of  the  drawing 
of  the  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange,  the  letter  hereinbefore 
mentioned  and  in  said  complaint  set  forth,  was  in  force,  or  that  the 
said  Fleming  k  Alden,  by  virtue  or  in  pursuance  of  the  said  letter, 
drew  the  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
these  defendants  aver  that,  previously  to  the  drawing  of  the  said  last- 
mentioned  bill  of  exchange,  these  defendants  had  withdrawn,  revoked, 
determined  and  annulled  the  said  letter,  and  any  and  every  right, 
authority,  power  and  privilege  of  the  said  Fleming  &  Alden,  given  or 
conferred  by  said  letter,  and  all  right,  authority  and  power  to  draw 
said  bill  of  exchange,  or  any  other  bill  of  exchange,  under  or  by 
virtue  of  said  letter,  or  the  making  or  delivery  thereof,  to  them,  and 
had  cancelled  and  put  an  end  to  said  letter,  and  every  agreement  and 
power  therein  contained. 

"And  the  defendants  further  answering  said  second  cause  of  action, 
on  information  and  belief,  say  and  admit  *that  the  said  Fleming  ^^^^^ 
k  Alden  offered  the  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange  for  sale  '-  ^ 
to  Acker  &  Harris,  the  payees  thereof;  and  these  defendants  say  that, 
as  they  are  informed  and  believe,  the  said  Fleming  &  Alden  did  not 
at  any  time  show  said  letter  to  said  payees,  or  cause  the  same  to  be 
shown  to  or  read  by  said  payees,  or  the  contents  thereof  to  be  to  them 
communicated  for  any  purpose*  whatever. 

"And  these  defendants,  further  answering  said  second  cause  of 
action,  say  that  they  have  not  knowledge  or  information  sufficient  to 
form  a  belief  as  to  whether  or  not  the  said  Acker  &  Harris,  by  reason 
of  the  premises  in  said  last-mentioned  cause  of  action  stated,  or  as  to 
whether  or  not  they,  on  the  faith  or  credit  of  said  letter,  purchased 
or  took  the  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange,  or  as  to  whether  or 
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not  the  said  Acker  k  Harris  paid  therefor  the  sum  of  4822xVb  dollars, 
or  any  other  sum. 

'*And  these  defendants,  further  answering  said  second  cause  of 
action,  say  that  they  have  not  knowledge  or  information  sufficient  to 
form  a  belief  as  to  whether  or  not  at  any  time  the  said  Acker  &  Harris 
endorsed  the  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange,'  or  offered  the  same 
for  sale,  or  as  to  whether  or  not  the  plaintifl&  relied  on  the  faith  or 
credit  of  the  said  letter,  or  had  any  notice  that  the  said  last-mentioned 
bill  of  exchange  had  been  drawn  in  pursuance  thereof,  or  by  virtue 
of  the  power  or  authority  thereby  conferred,  or  that  the  same  had 
been  purchased  by  the  said  Acker  &  Harris  upon  the  faith  or  credit 
thereof,  or  as  to  whether  or  not  the  said  plaintiffs  purchased  or  re- 
ceived the  said  bill  of  exchange  of  or  from  the  said  Acker  &  Harris, 
or  as  to  whether  or  not  the  said  plaintiffs,  on  the  faith  or  credit  of 
*261  ^^^  *said  letter,  paid  therefor  the  sum  of  4822fV^  dollars  or  any 
J  other  sum,  or  as  to  whether  or  not  the  plaintifl&  became,  were, 
or  are  the  holders  or  owners  of  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange. 
And  they  deny  that  the  said  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  have  or  demand 
of  or  from  the  defendants  their  acceptance,  in  writing  or  otherwise 
on,  or  payment  of  the  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange.  And 
these  defendants  admit  the  presentation  of  said  last-mentioned  bill  of 
exchange  for  acceptance,  and  the  refusal  of  these  defendants  to  accept 
the  same;  but  they  say  that  they  have  not  knowledge  or  information 
sufficient  to  form  a  belief  as  to  who  caused  the  said  last-mentioned 
bill  of  exchange  to  be  presented  for  acceptance,  or  acceptance  to  be 
demanded ;  and  they  deny  that  such  refusal  was  to  the  wrong  or  in- 
jury of  said  plaintiffs,  or  contrary  to  any  promise  of  these  defend- 
ants. 

''And  these  defendants,  further  answerfbg  said  second  cause  of 
action,  say  that  they  have  not  knowledge  or  information  sufficient  to 
form  a  belief  as  to  whether  or  not  the  premium  of  exchange  had 
advanced  as  stated  in  said  complaint,  or  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
plaintifts  have  suffered  loss  or  damage  to  any  amount  whatever. 

'•  8d.  And  these  defendants,  answering  the  third  cause  of  action  in 
said  complaint  contained  on  information  and  belief,  admit  that  the 
said  Fleming  &  Alden,  on  or  about  19th  August,  1856,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  drew  their  certain  other  bill  of  exchange  in  sets,  and  that 
the  same  is  correctly  described  and  set  forth  in  the  said  third  cause 
of  action ;  but  these  defendants  deny  that,  at  the  time  of  the  drawing 
of  the  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange,  the  letter  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  and  in  such  complaint  set  forth,  was  in  force,  or  that  the 
^oTi   said  Fleming  *&  Alden,  by  virtue  or  in  pursuance  of  said  letter, 

*-'  drew  the  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, these  defendants  aver  that,  previously  to  the  drawing  of  the 
said  last- mentioned  bill  of  exchange,  these  defendants  had  withdrawn, 
revoked,  determined  and  annulled  the  said  letter,  and  any  and  every 
right,  authority,  power  and  privilege  of  the  said  Fleming  &  Alden 
given  or  conferred  by  said  letter,  and  all  right,  authority  and  power 
to  draw  the  said  bill  of  exchange,  or  any  other  bill  of  exchange, 
under  or  by  virtue  of  said  letter,  or  the  making  or  delivery  thereof 
to  them,  and  had  cancelled  and  put  an  end  to  said  letter,  and  every 
agreement  therein  contained. 
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"And  these  defendants,  further  answering  said  third  cause  of  action 
on  information  and  belief,  say  and  admit  that  the  said  Fleming  &  Al- 
dan <^ered  the  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange  for  sale  to  Acker 
k  Harris,  the  payees  thereof;  but  these  defendants  say  that,  as  they 
are  informed  and  believe,  the  said  Fleming  k  Alden  did  not  at  any 
time  show  said  letter  to  said  payees,  nor  cause  the  same  to  be  shown 
to  or  received  by  the  said  payees,  or  the  contents  thereof  to  be  to 
them  communicated  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

"  And  these  defendants,  further  answering  said  third  cause  of  action, 
say  that  they  have  not  knowledge  or  information  sufficient  to  form  a 
belief  as  to  whether  or  not  the  said  Acker  &  Harris,  by  reason  of  the 
premise  in  said  last  mentioned  cause  of  action  stated,  or  as  to  whether 
or  not  they,  on  the  faith  or  credit  of  the  said  letter,  purchased  or  took 
the  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange,  or  as  to  whether  or  not  the  said 
Acker  &  Harris  paid  therefor  the  sum  of  4822 ^Vu  dollars,  or  any 
other  sum. 

•"And  these  defendants,  further  answering  said  third  cause  ^^^o 
of  action  in  the  said  complaint,  say  that  they  have  not  know-  '- 
ledge  or  information  sufficient  to  form  a  belief  as  to  whether  or  not  at 
any  time  the  said  Acker  &  Harris  endorsed  the  said  last-mentioned 
bill  of  exchange,  or  offered  the  same  for  sale,  or  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  plaintiffs  relied  on  the  faith  or  credit  of  said  letter,  or  had  any 
notice  that  the  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange  had  been  drawn 
in  pursuance  thereof,  or  by  virtue  of  the  power  or  authority  thereby 
conferred,  or  that  the  same  had  been  purchased  by  the  said  Acker  & 
Harris  upon  the  faith  or  credit  thereof,  or  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
said  plaintiffs  purchased  or  received  the  said  bill  of  exchange  of  or 
from  said  Acker  &  Harris,  or  as  to  whether  or  not  the  said  plaintiffs, 
on  the  faith  or  credit  of  said  letter,  paid  therefor  the  sum  of  4822rV(T 
dollars,  or  any  other  sum ;  or  as  to  whether  or  not  the  plaintiffs  be- 
came, or  were,  or  are  the  holders  or  owners  of  the  said  last-mentioned 
bill  of  exchange.  And  they  deny  that  the  said  plaintiffs  are  entitled 
to  have  or  demand  of  or  from  the  defendants  their  acceptance,  in 
writing  or  otherwise  on,  or  payment  of  the  said  last-mentioned  bill 
of  exchange.  And  these  defendants  admit  the  presentation  of  the 
said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange  for  acceptance,  and  the  refusal  of 
these  defendants  to  accept  the  same ;  but  they  say  that  they  have  not 
knowledge  or  information  sufficient  to  form  a  belief  as  to  who  caused 
the  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange  to  be  presented  for  accept- 
ance, or  acceptance  to  be  demanded ;  and  they  deny  that  such  refusal 
was  to  the  wrong  or  injury  of  the  said  plaintiffs,  or  contrary  to  any 
promise  of  these  defendants. 

"  And  these  defendants,  further  answering  said  third  *cause  of  r^aq 
action,  say  that  they  have  not  knowledge  or  information  suffi-  *■ 
cient  to  form  a  belief  as  to  whether  or  not  the  premium  of  exchange 
had  advanced  as  stated  in  said  last-mentioned  cause  of  action,  or  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  plaintiffs  have  suffered  loss  or  damage  to  any 
amount  whatever;  but  they  aver  that  this  action  was  commenced  on 
1st  September,  1856,  and  that  the  said  last- mentioned  bill  of  exchange 
was  not  presented  for  acceptance  until  after  said  1st  September,  1856. 

**And  these  defendants,  for  another  and  a  separate  and  distinct 
answer  to  said  complaint,  and  each  and  every  of  the  said  causes  of 
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therein  contained,  say  that  they,  these  defendants,  have  never  been 
copartners  in  business  exceptin  Liverpool  in  England  in  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  contract  contained  in  the  letter  set  out 
in  the  said  complaint,  and  bearing  date  16th  February,  1856,  was,  by 
the  understanding  of  the  parties  and  by  its  own  terms,  to  be  performed 
in  said  England  and  not  elsewhere,  and  that,  as  these  defendants  are 
informed  and  believe,  the  construction  and  force  thereof  must  be  ac- 
cording to  and  governed  by  the  law  of  said  England. 

"And  these  defendants,  further  answering  the  said  complaint,  say 
that,  as  they  are  informed  and  believe,  the  law  of  said  England  was 
at  the  time  of  the  making  and  delivery  of  said  letter  and  ever  since 
has  been,  that,  for  a  refusal  by  these  defendants  to  accept  any  bill 
drawn  under  said  letter,  Fleming  &  Alden  alone  would  have  and 
could  maintain  an  action  against  these  defendants;  but  that  no  person 
or  persons  other  than  said  Fleming  &  Alden  could  or  can,  for  any 
cause  whatever,  have  or  maintain  an  action  on  said  letter,  by  reason 
or  means  of  anything  therein  contained,  against  these  defendants. 
^jQQi  ***And  these  defendants,  further  answering  the  said  com- 
-•  plaint,  say  that,  as  they  are  informed  and  believe,  the  said 
letters  and  the  contracts  therein  contained  are,  by  the  law  of  the  said 
England,  merely  a  chose  in  action  and  not  negotiable,  and  by  said  law 
there  is  no  privity  of  contract  between  the  said  plaintiffs  and  these 
defendants ;  and  that,  on  a  refusal  by  these  defendants  to  accept  the 
bills  of  exchange  or  any  of  them  mentioned  in  said  complaint,  no 
cause  of  action  existed  or  exists  in  favour  of  the  above  plaintiffs 
against  the  defendants. 

"And  these  defendants,  further  answering  the  said  complaint,  say 
that,  as  to  all  matters  and  statements  in  said  complaint  contained  not 
hereinbefore  specifically  admitted  or  denied,  these  defendants  have 
not  knowledge  or  information  sufficient  to  form  a  belief. 

"  Wherefore  these  defendants  pray  that  the  said  complaint  may  be 
dismissed  with  costs. 

"  Miller  &  Develin,  defendants'  attorneys,  No.  68,  Liby  St,  City 
and  County  of  New  York. 

**  John  E.  Develin,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  one  of  the 
attorneys  of  the  above  defendants;  and  he  further  saith  that  he  hath 
read  the  foregoing  answer,  and  knows  the  contents  thereof,  and  that 
the  same  is  true  of  his  own  knowledge  except  as  to  the  matters  stated 
on  information  and  belief,  and  that  as  to  those  matters  he  believes  it 
to  be  true. 

'^  And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  the  said  defendants,  and  each 
of  them,  resides  and  is  in  England  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
and  that  neither  of  them  is  in  the  county  of  New  York,  and  that  this 
deponent  and  Jonathan  Miller,  the  other  attorney  of  defendants,  reside 
in  the  said  county  of  New  York.  And  this  deponent  further  saith 
*3n   ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  personal  knowledge  of  the  *matter8  stated  in  the 

-*  said  answer;  that  the  defence  in  the  above  entitled  action  is 
founded  in  part  on  written  instruments,  which  are  in  the  possession 
of  this  deponent;  that  he  has  had  correspondence  with  the  said  defend- 
ants on  the  subject  of  the  matters  stated  in  said  complaint  and  answer, 
and  that  they  have  stated  to  him  the  case  in  full  as  he  verily  believes : 
that  another  part  of  said  defence  is  founded  on  the  law  of  England, 
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aod  that  be  has  consulted  the  English  Beports  and  also  English 
lawyers  in  regard  to  such  law ;  and  that  the  above  are  the  grounds  of 
his  belief  as  to  the  truth  of  the  matters  in  said  answer,  and  the  reasons 
why  same  is  not  verified  by  defendants  or  either  of  them. 

'*  Signed,  John  E.  Develin. 
"Sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  August,  1857. 
"  Signed,  J.  T.  Robin,  Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

'^  Within  is  a  copy  of  the  answer  of  the  defendants  in  the  above 
entitled  action. 

**New  York,  5th  August,  1857. 
"  Miller  &  Develin,  defendants'  attorneys. 
"To  Martin  &  Smiths,  Esquires,  Nassau  St. 

"At  a  special  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  held  at  the  City  Hall  of  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  8d  of 
August,  1859. 

"  Present,  Hon.  Daniel  P.  Tngraham,  Justice. 

"  Wm.  B.  Scott  and  others  against  Daniel  Pilkington  and  another. 
"  John  Munroe  and  others  against  the  same. 

'*0n  reading  and  filing  the  annexed  consent  and  on  motion  of 
Martin  k  Smiths,  plaintiSs'  attorneys,  it  is  ordered  that  the  above 
entitled  actions,  and  all  the  issues  therein,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
referred  to  *Henry  Nicholl  Esquire,  Counsellor  at  Law,  as  sole  r^oo 
referee,  to  hear  and  decide  the  same.     A  copy.  '■ 

•*  John  Clanby,  Clerk. 

"Due  service  of  the  within  order  is  hereby  admitted. 

"Dated,  New  York,  August  3d,  1859.    J., E.  Develin,  defendants' 
attorney. 

"New  York  Supreme  Court. 

"  Wm.  B.  Scott  et  al  against  John  Pilkington  and  Daniel  Pilkington. 

"  To  the  Supreme  Court. 

"I,  Henry  Nicholl,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  whom  by  an  order 
made  in  this  action  on  the  3d  August,  1859,  all  the  issues  therein  were 
referred  to  hear  and  determine  the  same,  do  report  that  I  have  been 
attended  by  the  attorneys  and  counsel  of  the  parties,  plaintiffs  and 
defendants  in  this  action,  and  that,  after  having  heard  their  respective 
allegations  and  proofs;  I  do  find  that,  on  or  about  16th  February, 
1856,  the  defendants  made  and  delivered  to  the  firm  of  Fleming  & 
Alden,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  a  paper  writing  in  the  words  and 
figures  following:  Messrs.  Fleming  &  Alden,  94  Wall  Street,  New 
York. — ^New  York,  16th  February,  1856.  Gentlemen,  In  reply  to 
jour  communication  made  to  me  this  morning,  respecting  your  draw- 
ing exchanges  upon  us,  I  would  state  that  you  have  our  authority  to 
do  so,  and  all  such  exchanges  drawn  upon  us  will  be  duly  honoured 
and  protected.  This  power,  however,  is  subject  to  being  withdrawn 
at  any  future  time.  Yours  very  truly,  Daniel  Pilkington,  of  and  for 
the  firm  of  Pilkington  Brothers,  Liverpool. 

"  That  the  said  paper  writing  was  made  and  executed  in  the  city  of 
New  York  by  the  defendant  Daniel  Pilkington,  then  in  said  city,  for 
and  on  behalf  of  Pilkington  Brothers,  of  Liverpool,  England,  com- 
jx^ed  of  the  •defendants  in  this  action  :  that  the  said  paper  writ-  r^oq 
ing  was  so  made  by  the  said  Daniel  Pilkington,  at  the  request  '- 
of  said  Fleming  &  Alden,  and  for  the  purpose  and  with  the  intention 
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that  such  paper  writing  should  be  exhibited  to  such  parties  as  might 
buy  the  bills  of  exchange  which  might  thereafter  be  drawn  by  the  said 
Fleming  &  Alden,  in  the  said  city  of  New  York,  on  the  said  defend- 
ants, as  evidence  of  the  authority  of  the  said  Fleming  &  Alden  to 
draw  said  bills  of  exchange. 

"That  afterwards  the  said  paper  writing  was  deposited  by  said 
Fleming  &  Alden  with  the  plaintiff's,  who  were  bankers  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  as  evidence  of  the  said  authority  of  the  said  Fleming  & 
Alden  in  the  premises;  and  that  thereupon  the  said  Fleming  &  Alden, 
at  the  city  of  New  York,  drew  the  several  bills  of  exchange  in  the 
pleadings  in  this  action  mentioned  upon  the  said  defendants;  and 
which  said  bills  of  exchange  were  purchased  by  the  said  plaintiffs,  at 
the  city  of  New  York,  the  said  plaintiffs,  upon  such  purchase  relying 
upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  said  paper  writing  as  evidence  that 
the  said  Fleming  &  Alden  were  authorized  to  draw  the  said  bills  of 
exchange,  and  that  the  same  would  be  duly  accepted  by  the  said  de- 
fendants. 

"That  at  the  time  of  the  drawing  of  the  said  bills  of  exchange,  as 
well  as  of  the  purchase  thereof  by  the  plaintiffs,  the  authority  con- 
tained in  the  said  paper  writing,  so  given  by  the  said  defendants,  had 
not  been  in  any  manner  revoked,  withdrawn,  or  annulled. 

"That  the  said  bills  of  exchange  were  duly  presented  by  the  plain- 
tiffs to  the  defendants  for  acceptance  at  Liverpool,  and  acceptance 
thereof  in  each  case  refused. 

"That  the  first  of  said  bills  was  so  presented,  and  acceptance 
*S41  ^®^"s^^»  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  August.  1856.  That  on  *that  day  the  value 
^  of  the  money  in  said  bill  of  exchange  expressed  was,  in  the  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  4836jVo  dollars. 

**  That  the  second  of  said  bills  was  so  presented,  and  acceptance 
refused,  on  the  27th  August,  1856.  That  on  that  day  the  value  of 
the  money  in  the  said  last  mentioned  bill  of  exchange  expressed  was, 
in  the  currency  of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  4836yVo  dollars. 

''That  the  third  of  said  bills  was  so  presented,  and  acceptance 
refused,  on  the  2d  September,  1856.  That  on  that  day  the  value  of 
the  money  in  said  last-mentioned  bill  of  exchange  expressed  was,  ia 
the  currency  of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  4836,^0^  dollars. 

"Upon  the  foregoing  facts  I  find,  as  conclusions  of  law.  First. 
That  the  said  paper  writing  was  a  general  letter  of  credit,  operating 
as  a  promise  and  undertaking  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  to  and 
with  every  person  who  should,  upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  autho- 
rity in  said  paper  writing  contained,  purchase  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
by  Fleming  &  Alden  on  the  defendants,  that  said  bills  of  exchange 
should  be  duly  accepted  by  the  said  defendants.  Second.  That  the 
said  contract  in  its  obligations  and  interpretation  is  to  be  governed 
by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  not  by  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain.  Third.  That  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  recover  as  damages, 
by  reason  of  the  breaches  by  the  said  defendants  of  said  contract  in 
their  refusing  to  accept  the  said  bills  of  exchange,  the  value,  in  the 
currency  of  the  United  States,  of  each  of  the  said  bills  of  exchange 
at  the  said  respective  times  of  the  presentation  thereof  for  acceptance, 
with  interest. 

"I  do  therefore  report  that  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  a  judgment 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  A  SMITH.    Q.  B.  34 

in  the  sum  of  18,067Tyij  dollars,  *($18,067Tya),  being  the  aggre-   r^gg 
gate  amount  of  the  said  three  bills,  with  interest  as  aforesaid:   '- 
together  with  their  costs. 

"  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Dated,  New  York,  February  23,  1860. 

Hbnry  Nicholl,  Eeferee. 
"  Due  service  of  a  copy  of  within  Eeferee's  Report  is  hereby  ad- 
mitted. 

'* March  6,  1860.  "John  E.  Dbvklin,  defendants'  attorney. 

"  Supreme   Court.     City  and   county   of  New   York.     William  R. 

Scott,  Robert  H,  Thorn  and  Richard  C,  W.  Moore,  against  John  Pil- 

kington  and  Daniel  Pilkington. 

•'  This  action  and  all  the  issues  thereon  having,  by  an  order  of  this 
Court,  been  referred  to  Henry  Nicholl,  Esq.,  as  sole  referee,  to  hear 
and  decide  the  same,  and  the  said  action  having  been  tried  before  said 
referee,  and  said  referee  having  filed  his  report  herein,  whereby  he 
finds  that  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  a  judgment  against  the  defend- 
ants, in  the  sum  of  18,067iVo  dollars,  and  costs :  Now,  on  motion  of 
Martin  and  Smiths,  attorneys  for  the  plaintiffs,  it  is  adjudged  that  the 
plaintiffs,  William  R.  Scott,  Robert  U.  Thorn  and  Richard  C.  W. 
Moore,  recover  of  the  defendants,  John  Pilkington  and  Daniel  Pil- 
kington,  the  said  sum  of  18,067, Vo  dollars,  together  with  565yVo  dol- 
lars costs  and  disbursements,  amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of 
18.637mVo  dollars. 

"  Amount  and  interest      .    .    .    ?18,067.97 
"Costs 565.40 


$18,633.37 
*"  Filed  March  7,  1860,  at  2  o'clock  and  2  minutes.  r^^og 

"All  of  which  we  have  caused  by  these  presents  to  be  exem-    '■ 
plified,  and  the  seal  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  hereto  affixed. 

"  Wit4iess  Hon.  J.  Sutherland,  Justice,  at  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  27th  March,  1860,  and  of  our  independence  the  84th. 

"  John  Claney,  clerk." 

And  the  defendants  further  say  that  the  said  judgment  is  erroneous, 
according  to  the  law  in  force  in  the  said  city  and  state  of  New  York, 
and  is  liable  to  be  reversed  by  the  Court  of  appeal  in  that  behalf. 

And  the  defendants  further  say  that  they  the  defendants  had  before 
the  commencement  of  this  action  taken,  and  that  they  are  duly  pro- 
secuting proceedings  in  the  said  Court  of  appeal,  to  obtain  the  reversal 
of  the  said  judgment,  which  proceedings  were  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  this  action  and  still  are  pending  in  the  said  Court,  and 
that  the  said  Court  has  not  yet  given  judgment  thereon. 

The  plaintiffs  took  issue  on  this  plea:  and  also  replied,  that  accord- 
ing to  the  law  in  force  in  the  said  city  and  state  of  New  York,  and 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  said  Supreme  Court,  and  the  said 
Court  of  appeal,  and  other  Courts  there  in  that  behalf  at  the  time  of 
the  said  judgment,  and  still  existing,  execution  on  such  judgments  as 
in  the  declaration  mentioned  should  not  be  stayed  or  delayed  by  pro- 
ceedings in  error  or  for  reversal,  as  in  the  said  plea  of  the  defendants 
mentioned,  without  the  special  order  of  the  Court  or  a  Judge,  unless 
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the  person  in  whose  name  the  proceedings  were  brought  should  have 
given  security  for  the  payment  of  the  moneys  recovered  in  and  by 
*371  ^^®  *judgment,  together  with  costs;  yet  the  said  defendants  had 
■*  not,  nor  had  either  of  them  or  any  other  person,  obtained  any 
sach  leave  as  aforesaid,  or  given  any  such  security  as  aforesaid,  but  had 
therein  wholly  failed  and  made  default,  and  the  plaintifls  were  and 
always  had  been,  notwithstanding  such  proceedings  and  appeal  in  the 
said  plea  of  the  defendants  mentioned,  according  to  the  practice  of  the 
said  Courts  thereinbefore  mentioned,  entitled  to  the  fruits  of  the  said 
judgment,  and  to  receive  of  and  from  the  defendants  the  moneys 
thereby  recovered,  and  to  have  execution  for  the  same. 

To  this  replication  the  defendants  took  issue,  and  al90  demurred. 

The  pleadings  and  questions  in  the  second  action  were  similar  to 
those  in  the  first. 

The  demurrers  were  argued  in  Easter  Term,  1861,  on  the  16th 
April ;  before  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  Crompton  and  Blackburn,  JJ.(a) 

Mellish,  in  support  of  the  demurrers. — The  causes  in  America  ought 
to  have  been  determined  according  to  the  English  law.  The  rule  is 
that  the  validity,  nature,  obligation  and  interpretation  of  a  contract 
are  to  be  determined  by  the  law  of  the  place  where  it  is  to  be  per- 
formed ;  Story  Confl.  Laws,  §  280,  4th  ed..  Dig.  Lib.,  44,  tit.  7,  1.  21, 
Robinson  v.  Bland,  2  Burr.  1077,  which,  in  the  present  case,  was  Eng- 
land, where  the  bills  to  be  drawn  by  Fleming  &  Alden  were  to  be 
made  payable.  If  that  be  so,  the  record  shows  that  the  plaintiffs  had 
no  cause  of  action  against  the  defendants,  that  there  was  no  privity  of 
*881  ^^^^^^^^  ^between  them,  and  that  the  plaintiff'  right  to  sue  on 
-'  these  bills  is  against  Fleming  &  Alden  with  whom  his  contract 
was  made. 

But  even  supposing  this  matter  is  to  be  determined  by  the  American 
law,  the  decision  of  the  Court  there  was  erroneous,  and  proceedings 
in  appeal  are  now  pending.  [CockbubN',  C.  J. — How  can  we  decide 
such  a  question  ?  As  to  an  appeal  being  pending,  that  cannot  be  the 
subject  of  a  plea,  however  it  might  be  for  the  equitable  interference  of 
this  Court.]  It  is  true  that  English  Courts  will  not  question  the  de- 
cisions of  foreign  Courts  on  the  ground  that  they  have  mistaken  their 
own  law,  or  have  come  to  a  wrong  conclusion  on  the  facts;  Bank  of 
Australasia  v.  Nias,  16  Q.  B.  717  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  71);  but  they  will 
do  so  in  many  other  cases,  instances  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  ihe 
books:  Rothschild  v.  Currie,  1  Q.  B.  43  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  41);  Lewis 
v.  Owen,  4  B.  it  Aid.  654  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  6);  Novelli  v,  Rossi,  2  B.  & 
Ad.  757  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  22);  Reimers  v.  Druce,  26  L.  J.  Ch.  196,  23 
Beav.  145,  Nicholson  v,  Ricketts,  29  L.  J.  Q.  B.  55,  6  Jur,  N.  S.  442, 
is  very  like  this  case,  and  is  an  authority  for  the  defendants.  [Cromp- 
ton, J. — Ricardo  v.  Garcias,  12  CI.  &  F.  368,  shows  that  we  cannbt 
go  into  the  merits  of  the  decision  of  a  foreign  Court.  How  can  we 
review  the  judgment  of  an  American  Court  on  the  question  of  privity 
or  no  privity  ?  Blackburn,  J. — You  are  really  asking  us  to  say  that 
the  American  Court  was  wrong  in  holding  that  there  was  evidence  of 
a  contract.] 

Bay^s,  contri. — The  case  ought  to  be  determined  by  the  American 
law.    The  principle  laid  down  by  Story,  in  the  passage  adduced  by 

(a)  The  argument  baa  been  drawn  up  from  the  notes  of  FraacU  Ellis,  Esq. 
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the  other  side  (Confl.  Laws,  *§  280),  is  stated  tcx)  broadly,  and  r#oQ 
is  not  borne  out  by  the  authorities  cited  in  support  of  it.  West-  '■ 
lake,  in  his  Private  Intern.  Law,  p.  156,  §  167,  lays  down  the  follow- 
ing principles,  deduced  from  a  passage  in  Bartolus  Com.  in  Cod.  lib. 
1,  tit.  1, 1.  1,  "The  litis  ordinatio,  the  mode  of  procedure,  depends  on 
the  law  of  the  forum :  the  solemnities  necessary  to  contracts,  and  the 
obligations  which  result  at  the  time  of  contracting  from  the  nature 
of  the  contract  itself,  depend  on  the  law  of  the  place  of  celebration : 
those  which  result  from  the  combination  of  a  posterior  fact  with  the 
original  contract  depend  on  the  law  of  that  place  where  the  posterior 
fact  occurs :  the  non-performance  of  the  contract  by  the  omission  or 
delay  of  one  of  the  parties  is  to  be  regarded  as  sucn  a  posterior  fact, 
and  its  juridical  consequences  deduced  accordingly:  if  the  parties 
stipulate  for  the  performance  of  their  contract  at  a  certain  place,  it  is 
by  the  law  of  that  place,  as  that  where  the  omission  to  perform  is 
committed,  that  the  obligations  flowing  from  non-performance  must 
be  ascertained :  and  if  they  name  no  place  of  performance,  or  stipulate 
for  several  in  the  alternative,  so  as  to  leave  the  choice  to  the  promissee, 
the  obligations  flowing  from  non-performance  must  be  ascertained  by 
the  law  of  the  forum,  whether  the  promissor's  domicile,  or  any  one  of 
the  stipulated  places  of  performance,  have  been  chosen  as  the  forum 
by  the  plaintiff'."  And  at  p.  195,  §  208.  "  The  jurisprudence  which 
binds  the  contractor  in  the  inception  of  his  contract  determines  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  liabilities  he  incurs,  and,  if  any  of  them  are 
conditional,  the  circumstances  in  which  they  are  to  arise :  and  though 
those  circumstances  may  afterwards  occur  within  another  jurisdiction, 
they  can  have  no  other  legal  eff'ect  than  by  relation  to  the  contract, 
or,  therefore,  *than  was  traced  out  for  them  in  the  beginning  p.^ 
by  the  law  which  then  bound  the  contractor."  In  Tudor's  *■ 
Leading  Mercantile  Cases  288,  also,  in  the  notes  to  Don  v.  Lippman, 
5  CI.  &  F.  1,  we  find,  **  If  by  the  law  of  the  country  where  a  contract 
is  made,  no  personal  obligation  is  created,  but  a  right  only  is  conferred 
of  proceeding  in  rem,  such  contract  will  not  be  held  to  raise  a  personal 
obligation  in  the  country  where  the  contract  is  enforced :"  for  which 
he  cites  Melan  v.  The  Duke  de  Fitz  James,  1  Bos.  &  P.  138.  [Black- 
burn, J. — In  that  case  the  contract  was  a  French  contract  altogether.] 
Trimbey  v.  Vignier,  1  Bing.  N.  C.  151  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  27j,  is  also  an 
authority  in  favour  of  the  defendant.  [Blackburn,  J. — There  the 
note  sued  on  was  made  in  France,  and  was  both  payable  and  endorsed 
there.] 

Even  if  this  question  is, to  be  determined  by  the  English  law,  there 
is  nothing  on  this  record  to  negative  the  fact  of  privity  between  the 
parties.  [Blackburn,  J. — I  do  not  think  the  record  shows  that  there 
was  privity.]  The  arbitrator  has  found  there  was;  and  the  Court 
will  not  review  his  decision.  In  the  cases  cited  by  the  other  side,  in 
which  the  Courts  here  have  reviewed  foreign  judgments,  the  judg- 
luents  of  the  foreign  Courts  were  clearly  wrong.  K  the  English  law 
is  to  pr'evail  in  this  case,  the  parties  would  be  bound  by  the  award, 
seeing  that  it  was  made  by  consent :  Ashton  v.  Poynter,  3  Dowl.  201. 

[Blackburn,  J. — That  does  not  clearly  appear  from  the  record. 
Crompton,  J. — Besides,  if  the  declaration  is  bad,  as  showing  no  cause 
of  action,  the  plaintiff'  cannot  recover.] 
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*4n       ^Mellish  was  heard  in  reply.  Cur,  adv.  vtilL 

J       The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

CoCKBURN.  C.  J. — In  each  of  these  cases  the  same  question  arises. 

The  plaintiff  sues  upon  a  judgment  obtained  by  him  against  the  de- 
fendant in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  county  and  city  of  New  York. 

The  defendant  in  his  plea  sets  out  the  record  of  the  judgment  at 
length,  and  concludes  with  an  averment  that  the  judgment  is  erro- 
neous according  to  the  law  of  New  York,  and  is  liable  to  be  reversed, 
and  that  the  defendant  is  prosecuting  proceedings  in  appeal  which  are 
now  pending.  As  far  as  regards  this  part  of  the  plea,  we  expressed 
our  opinion,  in  the  course  or  the  argument,  that  though  the  pendency 
of  an  appeal  in  the  foreign  Court  might  afford  ground  for  the  equi- 
table interposition  of  this  Court  to  prevent  the  possible  abuse  of  its 
process,  and  on  proper  terms  to  stay  execution  in  the  action,  it  could 
not  be  a  bar  to  the  action  itself. 

A  question  of  greater  difficulty  arises  on  the  contention  of  the  de- 
fendant, that  on  the  face  of  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  New  York, 
as  set  forth  on  the  record,  there  appears  to  be  such  error  that  the  judg- 
ment could  not  be  enforced  here.  Jt  was  not  denied  that,  since  the 
decision  in  the  case  of  The  Bank  of  Australasia  v.  Nias,  16  Q.  B.  717, 
we  were  bound  to  hold  that  a  judgment  of  a  foreign  Court,  having 
jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter,  could  not  be  questioned  on  the 
ground  that  the  foreign  Court  had  mistaken  their  own  law,  or  had 
♦421  ^^"^®  ^^  *^®  *evidence  to  an  erroneous  conclusion  as  to  the  facts; 
-'  but  it  was  contended,  that  in  the  present  case  the  record  of  the 
judgment  showed  that  the  Court  of  New  York  ought  to  have  decided 
the  case  before  them  according  to  English  law,  and  that  they  bad 
either  disregarded  the  comity  of  nations  by  refusing  to  apply  the 
English  law,  or  erred  in  their  view  of  the  English  law ;  and  that  when 
either  of  these  alternatives  appeared  on  the  face  of  a  foreign  judgment, 
such  judgment  ought  not  to  be  enforced  in  this  country.  It  is  not,  in 
our  view  of  the  case,  necessary  to  decide  how  far  these  objections 
would  prevail  if  they  were  founded  in  fact;  and,  as  the  question  how 
far  a  foreign  judgment  may  be  examined  is  one  of  admitted  difficulty, 
we  do  not  desire  to  express  any  opinion  upon  it  further  than  may  be 
necessary  to  decide  the  present  case. 

In  the  present  case,  construing  the  record  of  the  court  of  New 
York  in  the  way  most  favourable  to  the  defendants,  we  find  there  that 
the  cause  was  referred  by  order  of  the  Court.  We  do  not  understand 
the  referee  to  have  been  a  private  arbitrator  selected  by  the  parties, 
but  an  officer  of  the  Court  directed  to  ascertain  the  facts.  We  find 
on  the  record  that  this  referee  reports  that  one  of  the  defendants 
being  in  New  York,  wrote  and  delivered  to  Messrs.  Fleming  &  Alden 
a  letter  of  credit,  in  the  following  terms:  "Messrs.  Fleming  &  Alden, 
94  Wall  Street,  New  York.— New  York,  16th  February,  1856.  Gen- 
tlemen, In  reply  to  your  communication  made  to  me  this  morning, 
respecting  your  drawing  exchanges  upon  us,  I  would  state  that  you  have 
our  authority  to  do  so,  and  all  such  exchanges  drawn  upon  us  will  be 
duly  honoured  and  protected.  This  power,  however,  is  subject  to 
being  withdrawn  at  any  future  time.  Yours  very  truly,  Daniel  Pil- 
^^n-i  kington,  of  and  for  the  firm  of  *PiIkington  Brothers,  Liver- 
•^   pool."    The  referee  reports  that  this  letter  was  delivered  in  New 
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York  by  Daniel  Pilkington,  for  the  purpose  and  with  the  intention 
that  It  should  be  exhibited  to  the  persons  who  might  buy  the  bills  of 
exchange  which  might  be  drawn  by  Fleming  &  Aldeu,  in  New  York, 
on  Pilkington  Brothers  in  Liverpool,  as  evidence  of  their  authority  to 
draw  such  bills :  that  the  plaintiffs  in  each  action  did  buy  bills  so 
drawn,  but  acceptance  thereof  was  refused  by  Pilkington  Brothers  in 
Liverpool.  On  these  facts  the  referee  finds,  as  a  conclusion  of  law, 
that  the  letter  "operated  as  a  promise  and  undertaking  on  the  part  of 
the  defendants  to  and  with  every  person  who  should,  upon  the  faith 
and  credit  of  the'authority  in  said  paper  writing  contained,  purchase 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  Fleming  &  Alden  on  the  defendants,  that 
said  bills  of  exchange  should  be  duly  accepted  by  the  said  defend- 
ants." 

It  may  be  conceded,  in  favour  of  the  defendants,  that  if  in  a  case 
before  us  the  same  facts  which  are  stated  to  have  occurred  at  New 
York  had  been  stated  to  have  occurred  in  London,  we  should  not 
have  agreed  in  this  conclusion  of  law,  nor  have  found  that  there  was 
any  privity  of  contract  between  the  defendants  and  the  purchasers  of 
the  bills  of  exchange ;  but  the  law  of  New  York,  as  stated  by  the 
referee,  having  been  adopted  by  the  New  York  Court,  we  must,  for 
the  present  purpose,  take  the  law  of  that  place  to  be  as  represented ; 
and  this  brings  us  to  the  point  as  to  which  law  is  to  prevail  on  the 
question  as  to  the  liability  of  the  defendants — it  being  contended,  on 
their  part,  that  as  the  thing  contracted  for,  namely,"the  acceptance  of 
the  bills,  was  to  be  performed  in  this  country,  the  law  of  England,  as 
that  of  the  place  of  performance,  ought  to  prevail. 

*We  are  of  a  contrary  opinion,  it  appearing  to  us  that  the   r^^^^ 
question  of  the  defendants'  liability  must  be  determined  by  the   ^ 
lex  loci  contracti^s. 

The  question  at  issue  has  no  relation  to  the  manner  of  performing 
the  contract,  or  to  the  consequences  of  non -performance.  It  relates 
entirely  to  the  effect  of  the  transaction  at  New  York,  and  the  docu- 
ment signed  there  by  one  of  the  defendants  on  behalf  of  the  rest  (his 
authority  to  bind  the  partnership  not  being  called  in  question),  in 
creating  a  liability  in  the  defendants  to  the  purchasers  of  the  bills, 
which  by  the  document  the  defendants  were  bound  to  accept  in  favour 
of  Messrs.  Fleming  &  Alden.  Now,  the  transaction  having  taken 
place  at  New  York,  and  the  document  in  question  having  been  exe- 
cuted there,  and  having  bfeen  intended  to  operate  there  (the  purpose 
of  the  defendants  themselves  having  been,  as  stated  by  the  referee, 
that  the  letter  containing  the  contract  with  Messrs.  Fleming  &  Alden 
should  be  exhibited  by  them  to  enable  them  to  get  rid  of  the  bills), 
we  are  of  opinion  that  the  effect  of  the  circumstances  in  question  in 
creating  a  liability  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  to  the  buyers  of  the 
bills  must  depend  on  the  law  of  New  York.  The  Court  of  New 
York  having  full  jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter,  have  decided 
that  the  effect  of  the  transaction  in  question  is  to  establish  a  contract 
between  the  defendants  and  the  plaintiffs,  the  purchasers  of  bills 
drawn  by  Fleming  &  Alden  on  the  defendants,  in  conformity  with  the 
authority  given  by  the  letter  of  Daniel  Pilkington,  and  not  accepted 
by  the  defendants.  For  such  we  must  take  to  be  the  effect  of  the 
Court  having  adopted  the  view  of  their  officer  in  giving  judgment  in 
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favour  of  the  plainliflf.  Upon  what  grounds  the  judgment  of  the 
^^  .gn  American  Court  *proceeded — whether  on  the  ground  that  the 
^  delivery  of  the  letter  to  Fleming  &  Alden  for  the  purpose  of  its 
being  exhibited  to  third  parties  to  induce  the  latter  to  buy  the  bills 
gave  Fleming  &  Alden  authority  to  bind  the  defendants  to  the  buyers 
— or  whether  on  the  ground  that  the  exhibition  of  such  a  document 
constituted  a  direct  and  immediate  contract  with  those  who  purchased 
bills  on  the  faith  of  the  defendants  undertaking  to  accept — is  a  ques- 
tion on  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  speculate.  It  is  enough  that,  being 
satisfied  that  the  question  of  the  defendants'  liability  must  be  deter- 
mined by  the  lex  loci  of  the  contract,  we  have  the  decision  of  a  local 
Court  of  competent  jurisdiction  as  to  what  that  law  is.  Our  judgment 
must  therefore  be  in  favour  of  .the  plaintiffs. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintifl^ 


I.  The  opinions  which  English 
judges  have  entertained,  at  different 
periods,  of  the  conclusiveness  which 
was  to  be  attributed  to  foreign  judg- 
ments,  afford  an  illustration  of  the 
fluctuation  to  which  the  best  balanced 
minds  are  subject.  It  was  at  first  de- 
termined that  the  sentences  of  foreign 
courts  were  to  be  received  with  credit 
until  reversed  by  competent  courts  of 
the  country  in  which  they  had  been 
pronounced.  The  language  of  Lords 
Nottingham  and  Hardwicke  (Story's 
Conf.  of  Laws,  §  604)  is  as  decided  as 
that  of  Vattel,  who  says :  "  L'adminis- 
tration  de  la  justice  exige  n^cessaire- 
ment  que  toute  sentence  definitive, 
prononc6e  r^guli^rement,  soit  tenue 
pour  juste  ou  ex^cut^  comme  telle  .  .  . 
Entreprendre  d'examiner  la  justice 
d'une  sentence  definitive,  c'est  attaquer 
la  juridiction  de  celui  qui  Ta  rendue :'' 
vol.  2,  §  64.  Subsequently  a  reaction 
against  the  advanced  views  of  the  earli- 
er judges  set  in,  and  it  has  only  been 
within  a  period  embraced  by  the  recol- 
lection of  the  present  generation  of  prac- 
titioners that  the  question  may  be  said 
to  have  been  decided  in  favour  of  the 
conclusiveness  of  foreign  judgments. 
The  intermediate  decisions  have  been 
reviewed  by  the  late  Jno.  W.  Smith, 
in  his  Leading  Cases,  vol.  2,  448-451, 
and  it  is  only  necessary  to  consider  the 
recent  cases,  which  have  established 


the  doctrine  upon  a  permanent  basis. 
The  point  was  directly  presented  for 
adjudication  in  The  Bank  of  Australia 
V.  Nias,  to  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 
in  the  year  1851.  There,  in  an  action 
brought  in  England  against  an  indi- 
vidual stockholder  of  the  Bank  of 
Australia  upon  a  colonial  judgment 
which  had  been  obtained  after  service 
of  process  upon  an  officer  of  the  insti- 
tution, it  was  objected  that  the  de- 
fendant had  not  been  personally  served 
with  notice,  and  that  the  promises 
upon  which  the  judgment  had  been 
recovered  were  obtained  by  fraud.  Al- 
luding to  the  statute  which  made  ser- 
vice upon  an  officer  equivalent  to  ser- 
vice upon  the  individual  stockholders, 
Lord  Campbell,  C.  J.,  said  :  **  The  cc^ 
lonial  legislature,  we  think,  clearly  had 
authority  to  pass  an  act  regulating  the 
procedure  by  which  the  contracts  of 
the  bank  should  be  enforced  in  the 
courts  of  the  colony,  nor  is  there  any- 
thing repugnant  to  the  law  of  Eng- 
land, or  to  the  principles  of  national 
justice,  in  enacting  that  actions  on 
such  contracts,  instead  of  being  brought 
individually  against  all  the  sharehold- 
ers in  the  company,  should  be  brought 
against  the  chairman  whom  they  have 
appointed  to  represent  them."  And 
in  reference  to  the  main  allegation  of 
fraud,  that  the  promises  upon  which 
the  original  action  was  brought  were 
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Dot  made  by  the  company,  and  that 
those  promises  were  obtained  by  the 
fraud  and  covin  of  the  plaintiffs,  he 
continued:  '* Doubtless  it  is  open  to 
the  defendant  to  show  that  the  foreign 
court  had  not  jurisdiction  of  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  suit,  or  that  he  ne- 
yer  was  summoned  to  answer,  and  had 
no  opportunity  of  making  his  defence, 
or  that  the  judgment  was  fraudulently 
obtained.  Perhaps  it  waa  in  contem- 
plation of  these  modes  in  which  a  for- 
eign judgment  may  be  impeached  that 
it  has  sometimes  been  said  to  be  only 
primd  facie  evidence,  and  we  do  not 
think  there  would  be  any  advantage  in 
going  over  the  authorities  seriatim,  at- 
tempting either  to  reconcile  them  or  to 
contrast  them.  It  may  be  enough  to 
say  that  the  dicta  against  retrying  the 
cause  are  quite  as  strong  as  those  in 
favour  of  this  proceeding;  and  being 
left  without  any  express  decision,  now 
that  the  question  must  be  expressly 
decided,  we  must  look  to  principle  and 
expediency.  The  pleas  demurred  to 
might  have  been  pleaded,  and,  if  there 
be  any  foundation  for  them,  they 
ought  to  have  been  pleaded  in  the 
original  action.  They  mwtt  now  be 
taken  to  have  been  in  due  manner  de- 
cided against  the  defendant.  How  far 
it  would  be  permitted  to  a  defendant 
to  impeach  the  competency,  or  the  in- 
tegrity, of  a  foreign  court,  from  which 
there  was  no  appeal,  it  is  unnecessary 
here  to  inquire.  ♦  *  Although  (the 
judgment  be)  perfectly  regular  and 
JQst,  it  may  be  set  aside  if  the  same 
questions  are  again  to  be  submitted  to 
ft  jury.  Although  the  onus  prohandi 
is  now  to  be  shifted  to  the  defendant, 
be  is  to  be  at  liberty  to  adduce  new 
witnesses,  whom  he  may  suborn,  to 
prove  that  the  company  never  made 
the  promises  which  were  the  founda- 
tion of  the  judgment,  or  that  these 
promises  were  obtained  by  the  fraud 
and  covin  of  the  plaintiffs.     The  do- 


cuments by  which  the  original  cause 
of  action  was  established  in  a  distant 
quarter  of  the  globe  may  be  lost  or 
not  forthcoming;  and  the  witnesses 
who  truly  swore  to  it  may  be  dead  or 
absent.  *  *  Is  it  to  be  said  that 
the  peril  to  the  plaintiffs  may  be  obvi- 
ated by  establishing  a  rule  that  the 
cause  shall  be  retried  upon  the  very 
evidence  given  in  the  court  below,  the 
jury  acting  as  a  court  of  appeal  ?  But 
there  is  no  authority  for  this  limitation 
of  inquiry ;  and  these  pleas  must  lead 
to  a  new  trial,  not  to  an  appeal,  upon 
the^  merits  of  the  judgment  which  has 
been  pronounced.  If  it  were  to  be 
merely  an  appeal,  how  is  the  same  evi- 
dence to  be  laid  before  a  jury?  and 
how  are  the  incidental  questions  of 
law  which  must  arise  to  be  disposed 
of?  If  the  judgment  was  given  by  a 
court  in  a  foreign  country,  or  in  a 
court  of  one  of  our  colonies  governed 
by  foreign  law,  how  is  the  cause  to  be 
retried  at  Nisi  Prius?"  71  E.  C.  L. 
(1851)  717. 

The  mode  in  which  service  is  effected 
is  regulated  by  the  municipal  law  of 
the  country  in  which  the  judgment  is 
rendered,  and  this  is  assumed  to  be 
adequate  in  the  country  where  the 
judgment  is  sued  upon.  In  Becquet 
V,  McCarthy  the  defendant  had  resided 
in  Mauritius  prior  to  the  institution 
of  suit,  but  was  absent  from  the  island 
at  that  period,  and  process  was  served 
upon  the  procurateur  general,  who  was 
required  by  the  French  colonial  law  to 
take  care  of  the  interests  of  absent 
parties.  In  a  suit  upon  the  judgment 
in  England  it  was  objected  that  the 
colonial  court  had  acquired  no  juris- 
diction, but  the  objection  was  over-^ 
ruled,  as  it  was  to  be  presumed  that 
the  officer  had  discharged  the  duty  in- 
trusted to  him :  22  E.  C.  L.  951.  And 
it  is  not  necessary  that  the  declaration 
in  debt  on  a  judgment  should  contain 
an  averment  that  the  court  had  juris- 
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diotioD.  Thb  fact  is  inferred,  as  the 
judgment  is  presumed  to  be  correct, 
until  it  is  controverted  by  a  plea :  Ro- 
bertson V.  Strutb,  48  E.  C.  L.  941. 

The  doctrine  advanced  with  such 
distinctness  by  Lord  Campbell  has 
been  fully  maintained  by  the  subse- 
quent  cases.  In  Vanquelin  v.  Bouard, 
bills  of  exchange  which  were  drawn  at 
Orleans  were  accepted  in  Paris.  The 
endorsee  recovered  judgment  jointly 
against  the  drawer  and  the  acceptor. 
The  drawer  subsequently  died,  and  his 
wife  paid  the  judgment,  and  took  an 
assignment  of  the  judgment  roll.  She 
also  revived  the  judgment  in  her  fa- 
vour against  the  acceptor.  In  an  ac- 
tion brought  by  her  in  England  against 
the  acceptor,  he  objected  that  the  ori- 
ginal judgment  was  obtained  by  de- 
fault, and  would  be  set  aside  on  his  en- 
tering an  appearance ;  that  the  judg- 
ment was  not  final ;  that  the  court  did 
not  have  jurisdiction,  as  he  was  not  a 
** trader;"  that  the  acceptances  were 
without  consideration,  and  were  given 
fOr  the  deceased's  security  and  accom- 
modation, and  that  the  original  debt  had 
been  discharged  by  payment  to  the  de- 
ceased. It  was  nevertheless  held  that 
the  judgment  was  valid  until  set  aside 
in  France,  and  that  objections  could 
not  be  raised  in  England :  109  E.  C. 
L.  (1863)  341  c. 

In  the  principal  case  Pilkington, 
whilst  at  New  York,  gave  a  letter  of 
credit  to  Fleming  &  Alden,  by  which 
he  authorized  them  to  draw  upon  his 
firm  in  Liverpool.  The  plaintifis,  re- 
lying upon  this  authority,  bought  seve- 
ral bills  drawn  by  Fleming  &  Alden 
upon  the  defendants,  who,  however, 
refused  to  accept  the  drafts.  The 
plaintiffs  recovered  judgment  against 
them  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
York  for  the  amount  of  the  drafts. 
In  an  action  brougl^t  in  England  upon 
this  judgment  the  defendants  objected 
that  the  law  of  England  should  govern 


the  contract,  which  was  to  be  per- 
formed in  England,  and  that  by  the' 
English  law  they  were  not  liable,  as 
there  existed  no  privity  of  contract  be- 
tween them  and  the  purchasers  of  the 
drafts;  that  the  court  of  New  York 
had  mistaken  their  own  law,  which 
agreed  on  this  point  with  the  law  of 
England,  and  that  an  appeal  was  pend- 
ing from  their  decision.  C.  J.  Cock- 
burn,  delivering  the  opinion  of  the 
Queen's  Bench,  decided  that  the 
American  law  prevailed,  which  fact 
established  the  jurisdiction  of  the  New 
York  court,  and  that  their  decision 
must  be  treated  as  conclusive  upon  the 
parties,  and  as  a  declaration  of  New 
York  law  until  reversed. 
^  The  result  of  the  recent  English 
decisions  establishes  the  principle, 
which  has  been  struggling  for  recogni- 
tion during  a  century,  that  a  foreign 
judgment  is  conclusive  upon  the  me- 
rits involved  in  the  controversy,  and 
merges  the  cause  of  action  in  the 
transcendent  dignity  of  its  lecordj  It 
is  needless  to  state  that  judicial  writ- 
ers of  eminence,  with  minds  unen- 
tangled  in  the  intricacy  of  details,  and 
undwarfed  by  routine,  have  ^ven  an 
extended  range  to  their  reflections 
upon  this  subject,  and  unite  in  advo- 
cating the  adoption  of  this  principle : 
2  Kent  Com.  118(3);  Story  Conf.  of 
Laws,  ch.  15;  Eq.  Juris.  §  1570-^; 
2  Sm.  L.  C.  449.  Judge  Bedfield  re- 
capitulates the  ground  reclaimed: — 
'^  There  has  been  a  considerable  con 
troversy,  extending  over  a  long  period, 
in  regard  to  the  precise  effect  of  the 
adjudication  of  a  foreign  court,  in  de- 
termining the  law  of  the  place  where 
rendered.  It  has  been  often  said  that 
such  foreign  judgment  is  only  prtmd 
facie  evidence,  either  of  the  law  or 
the  facts  implied  in  such  judgment. 
This  has  been  claimed  to  be  the  estab- 
lished rule  in  many  of  the  continental 
countries  of  Europe.    But  the  Eng« 
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lish  law  certainly  has  been  long  evi- 
dently tending  to  a  more  reasonable 
conclusion;  and  the  present  decision 
(in  allusion  to  Doglioni  v.  Crispin,  sub- 
sequently affirmed  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  appeal,  2  L.  K.,  H.  of  L. 
301.     The  point  inyolved  in  that  case, 
boweyer,  was  the  stattu  of  a  party, 
which  ?ras  determined  by  the  law  of 
his   domicile)  seems  to  recognise  the 
rale  as  clearly  established,  that  such 
foreign  law  is  conclusively  settled  by 
the   decision    of  the    foreign    court. 
That  being  conceded,  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  the  judgments  of  the  foreign 
Ixibunals  should  not  be  equally  con- 
elosive  in  regard  to  the  facts  upon 
which  they  are    founded.      Thus  it 
must  result  that  all  foreign  judgments 
will  be  held  conclusive,  the  same  as  a 
domestic  judgment  (the  jurisdiction 
both  of  the  parties  and  the  subject- 
matter  being  clearly  established),  un- 
less impeached  for  ftaud  or  mistake. 
The  record  of  the  foreign  court  is  not 
indeed  conclusive,  as  a  matter  of  evi- 
dence j  that  is  a  matter  resting  in  pais, 
and  to  be  determined  as  a  matter  of 
fact  upon  the  evidence ;  but'  being  sa- 
tisfactorily proved,   the    contract  re- 
sulting from  the  adjudication  of  the 
foreign  court  is  equally  conclusive  with 
that  of  any  domestic  court,  both  as  to 
the  law  and  the   fact  of  that  case. 
^'  'And  in  this  respect  it  will  make  no 
difference  whether  the  judgment  in 
the  foreign  forum  were  rendered  by  a 
court  of   last  resort  or   not.     It  is 
equally  conclusive  upon  the  parties, 
aod  equally  a  merger  of  the  subject- 
matter  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other :'' 
viAm.  Law  Reg.  (N.  S.  1864)  8. 
The  rule  that  a  judgment  cannot  be 
collaterally  impeached  which  originated 
vith  domestic,  and  now  extends  and  ap- 
plies to  foreign  judgments  as  well,  has 
become  absolute,  and  the  kw  has  ad- 
vanced one  stage  in  the  progress  of 
nmphfication.    There  remains  but  one 
B.  4  S.,  VOL.  n. — 4 


step  in  advance  to  be  taken,  in  order 
to  make  the  assimilation  between  the 
two  classes  of  judgments    complete. 
Nor  is  this  a  great  stride ;  it  is  only 
affording  an  increased  facility  in   aid 
of  a  judgment  which  has  already  been 
recognised  as  a  finality.     The  proposi- 
tion is  to  allow  execution  to  issue  im- 
mediately upon  the  foreign  judgment. 
The  passage  cited  from  Vattel  shows 
that  it  is  no  novelty,  as  it  was  sanc- 
tioned by  his  great  authority,  and  met 
with  Story's  approval :  Conf.  of  Laws, 
§  618.     It  is  at  the  present  inoment 
the  law  of  Holland.     In  the  Revue  de 
Dmit  IntemoHonalf  1  Part.  1869,  p. 
82,  Professor  Asser,  of  Amsterdam, 
compares  the  laws  of  the  several  Euro- 
pean states  upon  this  point,  and  advo- 
cates the  adoption  of  the  proposition 
in  furtherance  of  international  comity. 
There  would  be  no  practical  difficulty 
in  acting  upon  the  suggestion,  as  the 
custom  of  transferring  judgments  from 
one  country  to  another  by  filing  a  cer- 
tified transcript  of  the  record,  has  fa- 
miliarized practitioners  with  a  method 
of  carrying  out  the   plan:  Carpenter 
V,  Simmons,  1  Robertson  (N.  Y.  1863) 
860;   Cannon    v.    Cooper,    89    Miss. 
(1861)   784;    Sutute  of  Pa.,   April 
16th  1840. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  declares  that  <*ftill  faith  an4 
credit  shall  be  given  in  each  state  ta 
the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial 
proceedings  of  every  other  state.  And 
the  Congress  may,  by  general  laws^ 
prescribe  the  manner  in  which  such 
acts,  records,  and  proceedings  shall  be 
proved,  and  the  effect  thereof:'*  Art. 
IV.  §  1.  In  pursuance  of  the  author- 
ity conferred  upon  it,  Congiees  passed 
an  act  which  contained  provisions  for 
the  authentication  of  the  records  and 
judicial  proceedings  of  the  state  courts, 
and  also  a  declaration  that  ^'  the  records 
and  judicial  proceedings,  authenticated 
as  aforesaid,  shall  have  Bo«h  &ith  and 
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credit  given  to  them  in  every  court  with- 
in the  United  States  as  they  have  by  law 
or  usage  in  the  courts  of  the  state  from 
whence  the  said  records  are  or  shall  be 
taken :"  Act  May  26th  1790,  ch.  11. 
The   framers   of   the    Constitution 
evidently  intended  to  clear  up  the  ob- 
scurity which  hung  at  that  time  over 
this  point,  by  an  authoritative  declara- 
tion of  inter-state  comity.     They  fur- 
nished an  example  of  a  judicial  inter- 
change pf  civility  which  other  states 
might  well  imitate,  and  the  language 
which  they  employed  was  adequate  to 
express    the    sentiment    of   courtesy 
which  they  entertained.     It  is  remark- 
able that  the  object  they  had  in  view 
has  been  frustrated  by  a  perverse  in- 
terpretation of  the  provisions  which 
they  introduced.     Instead  of  enlarg- 
ing the  scope  of  judicial  intercommu- 
nication between  the  different  states 
of  the  Union,  the  effect  of  the  con- 
struction put  upon  these  provisions  has 
been  to  narrow  the  interchange  of  re- 
spect and  consideration.      To  judge 
from   a  review  of  the  decisions,  one 
would  infer  the  existence  of  a  greater 
degree  of  jealousy  between  the  courts 
of  sister  states  than  between  foreign 
states:   2   Am.  Lead.  Cas.  778-820. 
For  at  the  present  time  international 
law  is  decidedly  more  liberal  in  its  re- 
cognition of  the  conclusiveness  of  for- 
eign judgments,  than  is  the  constitu- 
tional law  of  the  United  States.     It  is, 
however,  just  to  remark,  that  the  re- 
cent cases  evince  a  disposition  of  free- 
dom   from    the    exclusiveness  which 
marked  the  earlier  decisions,  and  the 
prospect  now  seems  fair  for  placing 
the  inter-state  law  upon  the  advanced 
ground  occupied  by  international  law 
as  interpreted  by  the  judges  of  Eng- 
land.   Thus  the  judgment  is  conclusive 
upon  the  merits  involved  in  the  con- 
troversy: Walton  ».  Sugg,  Phillips's 
Law  (N.  C.  1867)  98 ;  Hockaday  v. 
Skeggs,  18  La.  An.  (1866)  680.     It 


merges  the  cause  of  action  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  it  were  a  domestic  judg- 
ment: Howell  V.  Shands,  35  Geo. 
(1866)  66;  Barnes  v.  Gibbs,  2  Vroom 
(N.  J.  1865)  318  J  Baxley  v,  Linah, 
4  Harris  (Pa.  1851)  241 ;  Hogg  v, 
Charlton,  1  Cas.  (Pa.  1855)  200.  It 
cannot  be  disputed  collaterally  upon 
the  jurisdictional  facts  which  it  recites : 
Cannon  v.  Cooper,  39  Miss.  (1861) 
784;  Latrielle  v.  Dorleque,  35  Mo. 
(1864)  233;  Johnston  o.  Kerkhoff,  35 
Id.  291 ;  Potter  v.  Merchants'  Bank,  1 
Tiff.  (N.  Y.  1864)  653;  and  when  it 
fails  to  recite  such  facts  they  are  pre- 
sumed :  Dunbar  v.  Hallowell,  84  111. 
(1864)  168 ;  Finneran  v,  Leonard,  7 
Allen  (Mass.  1863)  54.  The  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court  which  rendered  the 
judgment  is  a  question  to  be  deter- 
mined not  by  constitutional  but  by  in- 
ternational law :  Price  v.  Hickok,  39 
Vt.  (1866)  292,  contra;  Troy  Bank 
V.  Lauman,  C.  C.  MS.,  April  19th 
1857,  which  pronounced  Act  of  Assem- 
bly Pennsylvania,  April  14th  1851,  re- 
quiring personal  service  upon  defendant 
in  the  state  where  judgment  was  ren- 
dered to  appear  on  the  record,  and  to  be 
open  to  investigation,  unconstitutional 
upon  the  ground  that  it  was  an  attempt 
to  exercise  the  power  delegated  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

II.  The  declaration  which  was  made 
in  the  principal  case  of  the  English 
law  in  reference  to  the  supposed  ab- 
sence of  privity  between  the  purchaser 
of  a  drafl  in  reliance  upon  a  letter  of 
credit,  and  the  writer  who  had  given 
the  letter,  has  been  recalled,  and  it  is 
now  announced  that  a  privity  of  con- 
tract does  exist  between  the  parties, 
which  creates  an  equitable  if  not  a 
legal  liability:  In  re  Agra  &  Mas- 
terman's  Bank,  L.  R.  2  Ch.  Ap. 
(1867)  391;  Maitland  v.  The  Char- 
tered Mercantile  Bank  of  India,  Lon- 
don &  China,  39  L.  J.  R.  Ch.  (1869) 
368. 
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EVANS  V.  JONES.    Jan.  28. 
ResedUng  writ  of  summons. — Statute  of  Limitati<ms, —Holidays. 

The  lut  daj  for  resealiog  a  writ  of  iummoDS,  so  u  to  save  the  Statute  of  Limitation,  expired 
on  Saturday  the  28tb  December,  within  the  Christmas  holidays.  A  party  who  attended  at  the 
oflSee  on  that  day  for  the  purpose  found  it  shut,  and  the  officer  having  refused  to  reseal  the  writ 
on  the  following  Monday,  (he  30th,  the  Court  refused  to  order  him  to  do  it  afterwards,  nunc  pro 
tnne. 

The  writ  of  summons  in  this  action  was  issued  in  July,  1854,  and 
had  been  regularly  continued  until  29th  June,  1861,  so  that  the 
Statute  of  Limitations  would  run  out  on  the  29th  December,  1861, 
unless  the  writ  were  further  continued.  For  this  purpose  a  clerk  of 
the  plaintiff  ^8  attorney  attended  at  the  office  on  Saturday,  the  28th  De- 
cember, within  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  found  it  closed.  On 
Monday,  the  80th,  *he  again  attended  at  the  office  and  found  it  r^^^^ 
open,  but  the  officer  refused  to  reseal  the  writ  unless  by  order  v 
of  a  Judge.  Application  was  accordingly  made  to  Mellor,  J.,  for  an 
order  directing  the  officer  to  reseal  the  writ  nunc  pro  tunc,  who  re 
fused  to  interfere,  and  referred  the  matter  to  the  Court. 

J.  Thompson  moved  for  a  rule  accordingly. — The  Common  Law 
Procedure  Act,  1852  (15  &  16  Vict.  c.  76,  s.  11),  allows  the  plaintiff 
six  months  to  renew  his  writ,  and  although  he  applied  within  that 
time  the  officer  refused  to  reseal  it.  [Crompton,  J. — The  plaintifi^; 
not  the  officer,  was  the  party  in  default.  As  the  plaintiff  could  not 
have  his  writ  resealed  on  the  last  day  of  the  six  months,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  falling  on  a  Sunday,  he  ought  to  have  applied  at  the 
office  the  day  before,  and  that  day  was  a  dies  non.  Mellor,  J.— ^ 
When  this  matter  was  before  me,  the  case  of  Nazer  v.  Wade,  1  B:  & 
S.  728,  81  L.  J.  Q.  B.  5,  was  referred  to  as  an  authority  against  you.] 
That  case  is  distinguishable,  for  there  the  time  had  run  out  before  the 
application  was  made.  Under  the  old  practice,  writs  were  sealed  on 
holidays  on  payment  of  an  extra  fee  :  Martin  v.  Bold,  7  Taunt.  182 
(E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  2).  [Crompton,  J. — If  you  had  induced  the  officer 
to  reseal  the  writ  on  the  28th  December,  it  would  have  been  well 
enough.]  The  statute  should  have  an  equitable  construction,  as 
appears  by  Anonymous,  24  L.  J.  Q.  B.  23,  18  Jur.  1104,  and  Anony- 
mous, 24  L.  J.  C.  P.  l.(a)  [Crompton,  J. — I  do  not  know  what 
you  mean  by  equitable  construction.  If  the  not  resealing  this  writ 
had  been  the  fault  of  one  of  our  officers,  we  should  order  him  to  do 
it  nunc  pro  *tunc.  But  here  the  application  was  made  at  a  time  r^j^tj 
when  the  officer  was  not  bound  to  be  at  his  office;  and  the  case  ^  " 
is  the  same  as  if  it  had  been  made  on  the  last  day  allowed  by  law  at 
aa  hour  when  the  office  was  dosed.]  Rule  refused. 

(a)  8.  C.  nom.  Black  r.  Oreeo,  15  0.  B.  262  (E.  C.  L.  R.  toI.  80). 
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CHAUVIN  V.  ALEXANDER.    Jan.  28, 

Prifriiegefrcm  arrest — Luolvent  Debtors  Court, 

On  tb«  final  hiring,  hj  ihe  InaoWent  Debtors  Coart»  of  tbo  easo  of  a  partj  who  had  peti- 
tioned it  for  relief,  the  oaae  waa  a4)oiimed  sine  die,  and  protection  reftised.  On  quitting  che 
Ooart,  the  insolvent  waa  arrested  on  a  ea.  sa. :  held,  that  he  waa  privileged  from  arrest. 

The  defendant  had  petitioned  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Court  for 
relief,  and  obtained  protection  in  the  usual  way ;  but  when  his  case 
came  on  for  final  hearing  the  Commissioner  adjourned  it  sine  die,  and 
refused  all  further  protection.  On  quitting  the  Court  the  defendant 
was  arrested  on  a  ca.  sa.  An  application  was  then  made  to  a  Judge 
at  chambers  to  discharge  him,  on  the  ground  that,  being  in  attendance 
on  a  tribunal  at  the  time  when  he  was  taken  into  custody,  be  was 
privileged  from  arrest.     Wightman,  J. — having  refused  to  interfere, 

J.  0.  Oriffits  obtained  a  rule  accordingly,  citing  1  Chitt.  Archb. 
Pr.  719-20,  9th  ed. 

J,  Brown  showed  cause. — This  was  not  a  proceeding  in  bankruptcy, 
where  the  defendant  would  be  privileged,  but  was  proceeding  in  the 
Insolvent  Debtors  Court,  which  is  distinguishable  in  this,  that  the 
*4R1  f<)i*^6^  is  a  hostile  proceeding  taken  against  the  party  by  his 
J  *creditors,  whereas  in  insolvency  the  court  is  put  in  motion  by 
the  party's  own  act.  ThQ  practice  at  Chambers  is  to  refuse  to  dis- 
charge a  party  under  these  circumstances.  The  privilege  is  that  of 
the  Court,  not  of  the  party.  [He  cited  Magnay  v.  Burt,  5  Q.  B.  881 
(E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  48),  and  the  cases  there  cited;  and  Ex  parte  Cobbett, 
7  E.  &  B.  955  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  90). 

J.  0.  GhriffitSf  who  appeared  to  support  the  rule,  was  not  called  on. 

CocKBUBN,  C.  J, — We  all  think  that  a  man  who  petitions  the  In- 
solvent Debtors  Court  for  relief  is  in  the  same  position  as  a  person 
attending  any  other  Court  of  justice.  Whatever  may  be  the  practice 
at  Chambers  on  the  subject  before  us,  the  question  has  never  yet  pre- 
sented itself  to  a  full  Court,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that,  on  principle, 
the  privilege  should  be  allowed. 

Crompton,  J. — ^The  Insolvent  Debtors  Court  "is  equivalent  to  a 
Court  of  justice  within  the  rule  of  law,  which  exempts  from  arrest 
every  witness  attending  it,  eundo,  morando,  et  redeundo.  It  is  no 
answer  to  say  that  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Court  has  refused  to  give 
the  party  a  protection  against  his  creditors ;  their  having  refused  to 
do  so  does  not  make  him  a  general  outlaw.  It  would  be  very  danger- 
ous to  interfere  with  the  principle  I  have  stated,  and,  as  to  the  alleged 
practice  at  Judges'  chambers,  I  never  heard  of  it. 

MsLLOB,  J.,  concurred.  Bule  absolute. 
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•Whittle,  Appellant,  FRANKLAND,  Respondent.  Jan.  25.  [*49 

Master  and  servatU, — Agreement, — 4  0.  4,  c.  34,  «.  3. — Information, —  Variance, — 
ll<fcl2  Vict,  c,  4S,  8.  I. 

1.  A  workman  entered  into  an  agreement  with  a  coal  company  to  ser^e  them  as  a  collier,  in 
consideration  of  wages  to  be  paid  to  him  fortnightly;  and  the  Company,  in  consideration  of 
>ach  service,  agreed  that  he  should  not  be  discharged  without  twenty-eight  days'  notice  in 
writing,  unless  in  the  case  of  miseonduot :  held,  that  this  contract  necessarily  implied  an  obli- 
gation on  the  part  of  the  master  to  find  work  for  the  servant,  and  to  pay  him  wages  every 
fortnight ;  and,  consequently,  was  not  bad  for  want  of  mutuality. 

2.  An  information  under  the  4  G.  4,  c.  34,  s.  3,  described  the  defendant  as  having  contracted 
to  serve  "  T.  B.  and  his  partners."  At  the  hearing  it  appeared  that  the  contract  of  service  was 
between  the  defendant  and  "T.  B.  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  partners,  constituting  The  R. 
M.  S  H.  Coal  Company  (Limited) :"  held,  that  this  variance,  if  it  were  one,  was  cured  by  the 
U  S  12  Vict  c  43,  s.  i« 

This  was  a  case  stated  under  the  20  &  21  Yict.  c.  43,  by  justices  in 
petty  sessions  at  Rotheram,  in  the  West  Riding  of  the  county  of 
York. 

The  following  information  was  laid  by  R.  J.  Frankland,  the  re- 
spondent, agent  to  Thomas  Bolland  and  his  partners,  against  John 
Whittle,  the  appellant 

"Information  and  complaint  of  R.  J.  Frankland,  of  Masborough,  in 
the  West  Riding  of  the  county  of  York,  agent  to  Thomas  Bolland  and 
his  partners,  of  Masborough,  in  the  said  West  Riding,  coal-owners, 
taken,  &c.,  that  John  Whittle,  of  Attercliffe,  in  the  said  West  Riding, 
miner,  on  the  1st  December,  1860,  at  the  Holmes  Colliery,  in  the  said 
West  Riding,  did  contract  with  the  said  Thomas  Bolland  and  others 
to  serve  the  said  Thomas  Bolland  and  his  partners  in  the  capacity  and 
employment  of  a  miner  until  he  should  have  given  or  received  from 
the  said  Thomas  Bolland  and  his  partners  one  month's  notice  to  leave 
his  said  service,  and  until  such  notice  should  have  fully  ^expired,  r^^/v 
at  and  for  certain  wages;  and  the  said  John  Whittle  did  after-  ^ 
wards  duly  enter  into  his  said  service,  according  to  the  said  contract ; 
aod  the  said  John  Whittle  afterwards,  and  before  the  term  of  his  said 
contract  was  completed,  to  wit,  on  the  13th  February,  1861,  at  the 
Holmes  Colliery,  in  the  said  West  Riding,  was,  in  the  execution  of  the 
said  contract^  and  otherwise  respecting  the  same,  guilty  of  a  certain 
misconduct  and  misdemeanour,  in  this,  to  wit,  that  he  did  then  and 
there,  and  before  the  term  of  his  said  contract  was  completed,  unlaw- 
fully absent  himself  from  his  said  service  without  leave  or  lawful 
excuse,  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute,  &c." 

The  justices  convicted  the  appellant  of  the  said  offence,  and  adjudged 
him  to  be  committed  for  one  month's  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour. 
At  the  hearing  of  the  information  it  was  proved  by  the  respondent 
that  the  appellant  had  entered  into  the  following  agreement  with 
Thomas  Bolland,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  partners,  constituting  The 
Botherham,  Masborough  and  Holmes  Coal  Company  (Limited). 

"Memorandum  of  agreement,  made  the  1st  day  of  December,  1860, 
between  John  Whittle,  of  Atterclifte,  in  the  county  of  York,  collier 
(hereinafter  called  '  the  workman*),  of  the  one  part,  and  Thomas  Bol- 
land, of  Kirby  Fleetham  Hall,  in  the  said  county  of  York,  on  behalf 
of  himself  and  his  partners,  constituting  The  Rotherham,  Masborough 
and  Holmes  Coal  Company  (Limited),  carrying  on  business  at  Brins- 
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worth  and  Kimberworth,  in  the  said  county,  as  colliery  proprietors, 
of  the  other  part;  whereby  the  said  workman,  in  consideration  of 
wages  to  be  paid  to  him  fortnightly  by  the  said  Rotherhara,  Mas- 
♦511  ^^^^^g^  ^^^  Holmes  Coal  Company  *(Limited),  doth  contract 

J  and  agree  with  the  said  Company  to  work  for  and  serve  the 
said  Company  faithfully,  diligently,  and  exclusively,  as  their  servant, 
in  the  capacity  of  a  collier,  at  their  collieries  in  the  townships  of 
Brinsworth  and  Kimberworth,  in  the  West  Riding  of  the  county  of 
York,  from  the  date  hereof  until  the  expiration  of  one  of  such  notices 
as  are  hereinafter  mentioned,  or  until  the  said  workman  shall  be  dis- 
missed by  the  said  Company  or  their  agents  for  misconduct;  and  to 
obey  the  lawful  commands  of  the  said  Company  and  of  their  agents, 
and  also  to  conform  to  the  rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws  of  the  said 
Company,  copies  of  which  have  been  delivered  to  the  said  workman 
on  the  signing  hereof,  as  he  dot\i  hereby  acknowledge,  at  all  times 
during  such  service ;  and  that  the  said  workman  will  not  absent  him- 
self from  the  employ  of  the  said  Company  at  any  time  during  his 
service,  without  the  consent  of  the  said  Company  or  their  agents  first 
had  and  obtained ;  and  also  that  the  said  workman  will  not  quit  or 
leave  the  service  of  the  said  Company  without  giving  to  them,  or 
their  principal  agent  or  cashier,  twenty-eight  days'  notice  in  writing 
of  his  intention  to  do  so,  or  until  the  month  to  be  named  in  such 
notice  shall  have  expired ;  and  further,  that  he  will  carefully  preserve 
all  such  working  tools  and  implements  as  he  may  be  intrusted  with 
by  the  said  Company  or  their  agents,  and  also  leave  his  colliery  work- 
ing in  proper  workmanlike  order  at  the  determination  of  this  contract; 
and,  lastly,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Company  or  their  agents 
to  stop  and  deduct  from  any  wages  which  may  be  due  to  the  said 
workman,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  may,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  statute  in  that  behalf,  be  due  to  the  said  Company  from 
♦521   ^^^  ^sftid  workman  for  or  in  respect  of  the  rent  of  any  cottage 

-*  he  may  occupy  under  the  said  Company,  or  for  or  in  respect  of 
any  fuel,  mining  tools,  candles,  oil,  or  other  materials  or  implements 
which  may  be  supplied  by  the  said  Company  or  their  agents  to.  the 
said  workman  for  the  purpose  of  his  occupation  and  employment  as 
such  collier  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  Thomas  BoUand,  on  behalf 
of  himself^and  his  said  partners  as  aforesaid,  in  consideration  of  such 
faithful  service  by  the  said  workman,  and  of  the  proper  perfornoance 
by  him  of  the  stipulations  above  mentioned,  hereby  agrees  that  the 
said  workman  shsul  not  be  discharged  t)y  the  said  Company  without 
twenty-eight  days'  notice  in  writing  being  given  for  that  purpose, 
unless  the  said  workman  shall  misconduct  himself  in  their  service,  in 
which  case  the  said  Company,  or  their  principal  agent,  shall  have  the 
right  to  discharge  him  immediately,  without  notice. 

"John  Whittle,  X 
"Thomas  Bolland." 
It  was  also  proved  on  behalf  of  the  respondent  that  the  appellant 
entered  into  the  service  under  the  said  contract ;  and  afterwaras,  and 
while  it  was  subsisting,  that  is,  on  the  day  named  in  the  information, 
had  wilfully  absented  himself  from  the  service  without  leave  or  lawful 
excuse.  It  was  also  proved  that  all  wages  then  due  to  the  appellant 
for  all  work  done  by  him  had  been  paid  to  him,  and  that  he  was  paid 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  &  SMITH.    Q.  B.  62 

by  piecework,  and  not  by  time.     Evidence  was  also  given  on  behalf 
of  the  appellant  tbat  there  had  been  a  dispute  about  wages. 

It  was  contended  on  behalf  of  the  appellant,  first,  that  the  agree- 
•  raentdid  not  bind  the  master  to  find  work  or  pay  wages,  and  was 
therefore  bad  for  want  of  mutuality;  *8econdly,  that  the  infor-  ^^^^ 
mation  was  bad  for  proceeding  in  the  name  of"  Thomas  Holland  '■  ^ 
and  his  partners,"  and  not  in  the  name  of  the  Company ;  thirdly,  that 
there  were  no  wages  due  at  the  time  the  alleged  ofience  was  committed, 
and  therefore  no  wages  could  be  abated ;  fourthly,  that  there  was  a 
bon£  fide  dispute  as  to  the  amount  that  should  be  paid  for  certain 
work  required  to  be  done  under  the  contract,  and,  the  contract  not 
providing  for  any  such  dispute  or  difference,  the  justices  had  no  juris- 
diction under  the  statute,  and  the  appellant  was  not  guilty  of  miscon- 
duct and  misdemeanour,  and  did  not  unlawfully  absent  himself  from 
his  service,  and  such  dispute  or  difference  constituted  a  lawful  excuse, 
and  was  a  reasonable  cause  for  such  absenting. 

The  justices  however  were  of  opinion,  first,  that,  by  reasonable  im- 
plication, the  agreement  bound  the  master  to  find  work  and  pay 
wages,  and  was  a  valid  agreement;  secondly,  that  under  the  11  &  12 
Vict.  c.  43,  8. 1,  the  objection  to  the  information  could  not  be  allowed, 
and  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  variance,  if  any,  between  the  in- 
formation and  the  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  it,  had  not  in  any 
way  deceived  or  misled  the  appellant ;  thirdly,  they  were  also  of 
opinion  that  the  statute  authorized  them  to  convict  the  appellant,  and 
commit  him  to  prison,  although  there  were  no  wages  due  or  becoming 
due  to  him  which  they  could  abate;  fourthly,  they  were  also  of 
opinion,  from  the  evidence  before  them,  that  there  was  no  dispute  or 
difference  as  to  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  work  under  the  said  con- 
tract which  amounted  to  a  lawful  excuse  or  justification  for  the  appel- 
lant refusing  to  work  under  the  contract,  or  for  absenting  himself 
from  the  service  before  the  term  of  his  contract  was  completed,  and 
that  the  appellant  was  *aware  that  he  had  no  lawful  excuse  for  p^^^ 
absenting  himself.  ^ 

Whereupon  the  opinion  of  this  Court  was  asked  whether  or  not 
the  justices  were  correct  in  their  determination. 

The  conviction  was  founded  on  the  4  G.  4,  o.  34,  s.  3,  which  enacts, 
*'If  any  servant  in  husbandry  or  any  artificer,  calico  printer,  handi- 
craftsmaUy  miner,  collier,  keelman,  pitman,  glassman,  potter,  labourer, 
or  other  person,  shall  contract  with  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
to  serve  him,  her  or  them  for  any  time  or  times  whatsoever,  or  in  any 
other  manner,  and  shall  not  enter  into  or  commence  his  or  her  service 
according  to  his  or  her  contract  (such  contract  being  in  writing  and 
signed  by  the  contracting  parties),  or  having  entered  into  such  service 
shall  absent  himself  or  herself  from  his  or  her  service  before  the  term 
of  his  or  her  contract,  whether  such  contract  shall  be  in  writing  or 
not  in  writing,  shall  be  completed,  or  neglect  to  fulfil  the  same,  or  be 
guilty  of  any  other  misconduct  or  misdemeanor  in  the  execution 
thereof,  or  otherwise  respecting  the  same,  then  and  in  every  such  case 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
or  place  where  such  servant  in  husbandry,  &c.,  shall  have  so  contracted, 
or  be  employed  or  be  found,  and  such  justice  is  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered,  upon  complaint  thereof  made  upon  oath  to  him  by 
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the  person  or  persons,  or  any  of  them,  with  whom  such  servant  in 
husbandry,  &c.,  shall  have  so  contracted,  or  by  his,  her  or  their  stew- 
ard, manager  or  agent,  which  oath  such  justice  is  hereby  empowered 
to  administer,  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  apprehending  every  suchr 
servant  in  husbandry,  &c.,  and  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  the  com- 
*5o1  P^^^'^^)  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^shall  appear  to  such  justice  that  any  such  ser* 
-■  vant  in  husbandry,  &o.,  shall  not  have  fulfilled  such  contract, 
or  hath  been  guilty  of  any  other  misconduct  or  misdemeanor  as  afore* 
said,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  justice  to  commit  every  such 
person  to  the  house  of  correction,  there  to  remain  and  be  held  to  hard 
labour  for  a  reasonable  time,  not  exceeding  three  months,  and  to  abate 
a  proportionable  part  of  his  or  her  wages,  for  and  during  such  period 
as  he  or  she  shall  be  so  confined  in  the  house  of  correction,  or  in  lieu 
thereof,  to  punish  the  offender  by  abating  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
his  or  her  wages,  or  to  discharge  such  servant  in  husbandry,  &c.,  from 
his  or  her  contract,  service,  or  employment,  which  discharge  shall  be 
given  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  such  justice  gratis.''^ 

Quain,  for  the  respondent. — The  first  and  main  question  is  whether 
this  contract  is  bad  for  want  of  mutuality,  on  the  ground  that  it  fixes 
no  rate  of  wages,  and  does  not  bind  the  employer  to  supply  the  work- 
man with'  work.  But  the  agreement  is  a  mutual  one,  binding  on  both 
sides ;  for  it  expressly  stipulates  that  the  workman  is  to  serve  the 
master,  and  it  further  stipulates  that  the  master  shall  not  discharge 
him  without  giving  twenty-eight  days'  notice.  [Crompton,  J. — I 
never  could  understand  that  mutuality  doctrine.  Take  the  case  of  a 
contract  of  guarantee ;  the  only  question  there  is,  was  there  any  con- 
sideration to  support  the  contract  ?  If  so,  it  is  synallagmatic]  In 
Regina  v.  Welch,  2  E.  &  B.  357,  362  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  75),  which 
strongly  resembles  the  present  case.  Lord  Campbell  says,  "The  ne- 
cessity of  giving  notice  clearly  shows  that  there  is  some  obligation  on 
*561  ^1^6  employer.  What  was  *that?  To  find  reasonable  employ- 
^  ment  according  to  the  state  of  the  trade.  That  is  not  an  uni- 
lateral agreement,  but  a  mutual  agreement,  with  something  to  be 
done  on  each  side.  This  view  does  not  conflict  with  the  authorities. 
On  the  contrary,  it  agrees  with  Pilkington  v.  Scott,  16  M.  &  W.  657, 
a  case  directly  in  point."  As  to  no  rate  of  wages  being  fixed  in  the 
agreement,  the  law  clearly  is,  that  in  such  cases  a  reasonable  rate  of 
,wages  is  to  be  intended.  Valpy  v.  Gibson,  4  C.  B.  837  (E.  0.  L.  B. 
vol.  56),  shows  that  a  contract  of  sale  may  be  complete  and  binding, 
though  silent  as  to  the  price,  for  such  silence  is  equivalent  to  a  stipu- 
lation for  a  reasonable  price.  [Orompton,  J. — In  the  time  of  Tindal, 
C.  J.,  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  considered  that  point  in  a  case 
arising  under  the  Statute  of  Frauds.(a)] 

Secondly,  as  to  the  objection  of  variance.  It  is  doubtful  if  the 
matter  here  insisted  on  as  a  variance  is  one  in  reality.  But,  suppos- 
ing it  is,  the  difficulty  is  got  over  by  stat.  11  &  12  Vict,  c,  43,  relative 
to  informations  before  justices  of  the  peace,  the  1st  section  of  which 
contains  this  proviso,  **  Provided  also  that  no  objection  shall  be  taken 
or  allowed  to  any  information,  complaint,  or  summons,  for  any  alleged 
defect  therein  in  substance  or  in  form,  or  for  any  variance  between 
such  information,  complaint,  or  summons,  and  the  evidence  adduced 

(a)  The  learned  Judge  probably  means  Hoadlj  v,  M'Laine,  10  Bing.  482  (B.  C.  L.  R.  voL  25). 
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on  the  p&rt  of  the  informai^t  or  oomplainant  at  the  hearing  of  such 
information  or  complaint  as  hereinafter  mentioned ;  but  if  any  such 
variance  shall  appear  to  the  justice  or  justices  present  and  acting  at 
such  hearing  to  be  such  that  the  party  so  summoned  and  appearing 
has  been  thereby  deceived  or  misled,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  justice 
or  *ju8tices,  upon  such  terms  as  he  or  they  shall  think  fit,  to  r^^» 
adjourn  the  hearing  of  the  cause  to  some  future  day."  Here  *■ 
the  justices  find  that  the  party  was  not  misled.  [Cbompton,  J. — That 
is  a  healing  act.] 

Mellish^  for  the  appellant. — The  first  point  in  this  case  is  of  great 
importance,  seeing  that  contracts  in  the  present  form  are  very  pre- 
valent. Such  contracts  are  in  restraint  of  trade;  and  are  most  unjust 
towards  the  ignorant  men  called  upon  to  sign  them,  who  are  liable  to 
be  proceeded  against  penally  for  any  infraction  on  their  part,  while  no 
obligation  is  imposed  on  the  employer.  In  the  first  place,  this  con- 
tract neither  specifies  the  kind  of  work  nor  the  rate  of  wages.  The 
contract  may  mean  that  the  workman  is  to  be  provided  with  piece- 
work ;  and  if  so,  what  would  be  the  case  supposing,  by  a  rise  of  water, 
the  colliery  were  stopped  for  a  month.  [Crompton,  J. — The  usage  of 
the  trade  would  probably  determine  how  the  workmen  should  be 
employed  during  that  time.]  No  custom  of  trade  has  been  found  in 
this  case.  In  Sykes  v,  Dixon,  9  A.  &  E.  693  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  86), 
where  a  man  contracted  in  writing  to  work  for  another  in  his  trade, 
and  for  no  other  person  during  twelve  months,  and  so  on  from  twelve 
nionths  to  twelve  months,  until  he  should  give  notice  of  his  intention 
to  quit  the  service,  it  was  held  invalid  under  the  Statute  of  Frauds 
for  want  of  mutuality.  [Crompton,  J. — That  is  a  good  deal  shaken 
by  Piikington  v.  Scott,  15  M.  &  W.  657.]  In  that  case  the  parties 
had  provided  both  for  the  cessation  of  the  work  and  the  mode  of 
calculating  the  amount  of  wages,  and  the  judgment  proceeded  rather 
on  the  question  of  the  contract  not  being  in  unlawful  restraint  of 
trade.     *In  Lees  v.  Whitcomb,  5  Bing.  34  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  15),    pgg 

A.  B.  entered  into  a  written  agreement  "to  remain  with  C.  D.  '■ 
for  two  years  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  business  of,"  &c.,  and 
this  was  held  bad  for  want  of  mutuality.  [Cbompton,  J. — In  the  two 
cases  you  have  cited  the  agreement  was  not  signed  by  both  parties.] 
[He  also  cited  Ex  parte  Baker,  2  H.  &  N.  219 ;  7  E.  &  B.  697  (E.  0. 
L,  R.  vol.  90).]  Again,  there  is  nothing  in  this  contract  binding  the 
master  to  employ  the  workman  at  all.     Williamson  v.  Taylor,  5  Q. 

B.  175  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  48),  is  an  authority  for  the  appellant  on  this 
point;  and  Aspdin  v.  Austin,  5  Q.  B.  671,  bears,  though  less  directly, 
on  the  question.  [Crompton,  J. — Emmens  v.  Elderton,  4  H.  L.  Ca. 
624,  goes  far  to  show  that  where  the  relation  of  master  and  servant 
exists  between  the  parties,  the  master  is  bound  to  keep  the  servant  in 
the  service,  otherwise  the  whole  thing  would  be  illusory.]  In  Wil- 
liamson V,  Taylor,  6  Q.  B.  175  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  48),  there  was  no 
agreement  not  to  discharge  within  a  specified  time. 

Secondly,  as  the  question  of  variance.  The  conviction  is  not  set 
out  in  the  case,  which  creates  considerable  difficulty. 

CocKBURN,  0.  J. — The  objection  on  the  ground  of  variance  is  got 
over  by  the  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  43,  s.  1. 

Then,  as  to  the  main  objection  that  this  contract  is  bad  for  want  of 
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mutuality,  the  employer  not  being  bound  to  find  the  appellant  in 
work,  I  think  that  the  decision  of  the  justices  was  right.  The  agree* 
ment  between  the  parties  is  that  the  appellant  shsJl  serve  the  em- 
ployer, who,  on  the  other  part,  undertakes  that  he  will  pay  him  wages 
*591  ^^^^^^S^^^Jf  ^^^  ^^^^  "o^  ^discharge  him  without  twenty-eight 
-I  days'  notice.  From  these  two  stipulations  I  think  it  arises  by 
implication  that  the  employer  will  find  the  appellant  work,  and  wiU 
not  discharge  him  from  the  service  before  a  certain  time.  It  would 
be  perfectly  illusory  to  hold  otherwise ;  and,  if  this  be  so,  there  can 
be  no  objection  to  the  contract  on  the  ground  of  want  of  mutuality. 
Cbompton,  J.  (the  only  other  Judge  present),  concurred. 

Judgment  for  the  respondent. 


*60]  *REGULA  GENERALIS. 

HILARY  TERM,  25  VICT. 

It  is  ordered  that,  fVom  and  after  the  first  day  of  Easter  Term  next 
inclusive,  every  special  case,  special  verdict  and  bill  of  exceptions, 
set  down  in  any  of  the  superior  Courts  of  common  law,  shall  be  di- 
vided into  paragraphs,  which  as  nearly  as  may  be,  shall  be  confined  to 
a  distinct  portion  of  the  subject,  and  every  paragraph  shall  be  num- 
bered consecutively. 

And  that  the  Masters  on  taxation  do  not  allow  the  costs  of  dfawing 
and  copying  any  special  case,  special  verdict  or  bill  of  exceptions,  not 
in  substance  in  compliance  with  this  Bule,  without  the  special  order 
of  the  Court. 

A.  E.  CocKBURN.         Charles  Crompton. 

^Y,.  ErLE.  E.  V.   WlLLDLMS. 

Fred.  Pollock.  J.  Willes. 

Wm.  Wightman.  Colin  Blaokburk. 


END  OF  HILARY  TERM. 
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♦HILARY  VACATION,  25  VICT.    1862.  [*61 


ARCHEK  V.  JAMES  and  Others.     [Nov.  4,  1859.] 

1  <fc2  TF.  4,  c.  37,  8.  }.^ Wages. '-Deduditma.'-Set'^ff.^Appeal.'-'Costs.'-Tnick 

Act. 

1.  The  defendanU,  master  maDufaotnrers,  employed  the  plaintiffi  an  artifioer,  without  any 
agreement  in  writing,  to  make  stocking  heels  at  7d.  a  doien.  The  plaintiff  was  to  find  the 
laboar,  and  to  work  on  the  defendants'  premises,  using  their  frame.  The  settlements  were 
weekly.  The  amount  due  for  the  plaintiff's  work  was  first  aseertained ;  then  from  the  sum 
Qpming  to  him  were  deducted  the  following  charges  :  (1.)  Frame  rent,  for  the  use  of  the  frame 
with  which  he  worked,  at  U.  9d.  per  week.  (2. )  Machine  rent,  at  4d,  per  week.  (3.)  For  stand- 
ing room  in  the  defendants'  factory,  at  3<i.  per  week.  (4.)  Winding  the  yam,  at  Id,  per  week. 
(5.)  Fines  for  irregular  attendance,  at  i^d,  a  quarter  of  a  day  for  time  of  absence.  (0.)  Gas 
for  lighting  the  defendants'  factory,  at  4d,  per  week.  (7.)  Fire  for  heating  the  defendants' 
factory.  The  amount  of  work  performed  by  the  plaintiff  during  the  time  he  was  in  the  defend- 
ants' employ  varied  f^om  time  to  time,  according  to  the  state  of  trade,  the  plaintiff  being  some- 
times employed  for  a  gpreater  and  sometimes  for  a  smaller  number  of  hours  in  the  day ;  but  the 
charges,  with  the  exception  of  the  fines,  were  fixed  and  uniform,  and  were  made  whatever  the 
amount  of  earnings.  In  an  action  to  recover  wages  alleged  to  be  due,  the  defendants  pleaded 
Never  indebted,  and  a  set-off,  consisting  of  the  above  charges.  Held,  per  Pollock,  C.  B.,  Bram- 
well,  B.,  and  Byles,  J.  (aflirming  the  judgmeot  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  which  was  founded 
upon  the  authority  of  Chawner  v,  Cummings,  8  Q.  B.  311),  Williams,  Willes,  and  Keating,  J  J., 
dissentientibtts,  that  a  contract  to  pay  the  plaintiff's  wages,  subject  to  the  above  deductions, 
was  not  a  contract  to  pay  part  of  such  wages  otherwise  than  in  the  ourrent  coin  of  the  realm, 
within  sect.  1  of  the  Truck  Act,  1  A  2  W.  4,  c.  37,  and  was  therefore  legal. 

2.  When  the  decision  of  the  Court  below  is  affirmed  on  appeal,  the  Judges  of  the  Exehequer 
Chamber  being  equally  divided,  the  successful  party  is  not  entitled  to  costs. 

Declaration  for  money  payable  by  the  defendants  to  the  plain- 
tiff for  wages  due  and  of  right  payable  from  the  defendants  to  the 
plaintiff  for  his  work  and  labour  as  an  artificer,  workman,  and 
laboTirer  in  and  about  the  making,  knitting,  and  preparing  of  woollen, 
worsted,  yarn,  and  cotton  manufactures,  by  *him  done  and  per-  pg^ 
formed  as  a  hired  artificer,  workman,  labourer,  and  servant  of  ^ 
the  defendants;  and  for  work  and  labour  of  the  plaintiff  in  and  about 
the  manufacturing  trades  and  occupations  of  making,  knitting,  and 
preparing  of  woollen,  worsted,  yarn,  and  cotton  manufactures,  by  him 
done  and  performed  for  the  defendants,  at  their  request ;  and  on  an 
account  stated. 

The  defendants  pleaded  never  indebted,  and  payment :  and  also  a 
set-off  for  money  payable  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendants,  for  the 
plaintiff's  use,  by  the  defendants'  permission,  of  certain  frames  and 
machines,  goods  and  chattels,  of  the  defendants,  and  standing  room 
for  the  same ;  and  for  the  hire  of  chattels  and  effects  by  the  defend- 
ants let  to  hire  to  the  plaintiff;  and  for  work  done  by  the  defendants 
for  the  plaintiff)  at  his  request ,'  and  for  money  paid  by  the  defendants 
for  the  plaintiftj  at  his  request;  and  for  money  found  to  be  due  from 
the  plaintiff  to  the  defendants  on  accounts  stated  between  them. 

Upon  these  pleas  issue  was  joined. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  particulars  of  the  defendants'  set-o£ 
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£    8.    d. 

**  1.  Frame  rent,  at  1«.  9rf.  per  week      ....  14  10    5 

2.  Machine  rent,  at  4(f. 2  18    4 

8.  Standing,  at  8d 2    0     0 

4.  Winding,  at  1«. 8    0    0 

5.  Fines 151 

6.  Gas,  at  4d 1    9  11 

7.  Fire  in  waiting  room 0  11    8 


£30  10    0 


*681  ^^  ^^^  *^'^^'  before  Williams,  X,  at  the  Summer  *Assize8  at 
J  Nottingham,  in  1859,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  had,  from 
the  20th  September,  1855,  unUl  the  25th  April,  1857,  and  again 
from  the  6th  Jane,  in  the  latter  year,  until  the  4th  June,  1859,  been 
a  framework  knitter,  employed  in  a  branch  of  the  hosiery  manufad*- 
ture  by  the  defendants,  who  carry  on  their  business  as  manufacturers  of 
hosiery  in  their  own  premises,  namely  a  factory,  at  Nottingham.  The 
plaintiff  and  other  artificers  worked  for  the  defendants,  in  the  frames 
and  machines  belonging  to  the  defendants,  in  the  factory.  The  plaintiflTs 
work  consisted  in  making  h6els  of  stockings  with  material  of  the  defend- 
ants, the  plaintiff  merely  finding  labour;  and  he  was  paid  for  his  work 
weekly,  upon  the  basis  of  Id,  per  dozen  heels  made  by  him  during  the 
week,  subject  to  certain  fixed  charges  made  by  the  defendants,  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  particulars  of  the  set-oftj  and  are  hereafter  more  par- 
ticularly set  out  and  explained.  At  the  weekly  settlements  the  amount 
of  the  plaintiff's  work  was  first  ascertained,  then  the  amount  of  charges 
was  deducted,  and  the  balance  paid  to  the  plaintiff  in  cash,  to  which  he 
had  never  made  any  objection.  The  following  are  the  particulars  of 
the  charges  so  deducted,  and  mentioned  in  the  defendants'  set-off. 

1.  A  frame  rent,  or  sum  of  1«.  9rf.  per  week,  for  the  use  of  the 
frames  furnished  by  the  defendants  (in  their  own  factory),  and  there 
employed  by  the  plaintiff  in  performing  his  work. 

2.  A  machine  rent,  or  sum  of  4rf.  per  week,  for  the  use  of  a  machine 
furnished  by  the  defendants  in  their  own  factory,  by  which  stockings 
are  narrowed  much  quicker  than  formerly,  and  there  also  employed 
by  the  plaintiff  in  performing  his  work. 

*641       *^'  Threepence  per  week  as  a  remuneration  to  the  defendants 
J  for  the  use  by  the  plaintiff  of  their  factory  wherein  to  perform 
the  work  for  them,  and  for  the  standing  room  of  the  frames  and 
machinery  therein  which  the  plaintiff  worked. 

4.  A  sum  of  1«.  per  week  for  winding  the  yarn,  which  would  be  a 
necessary  operation  for  each  workman  before  the  yarn  could  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  manufacture,  but  which  winding  had  been  per- 
formed before  the  yarn  came  upon  the  defendants'  premises. 

5.  Fines  imposed  for  irregular  attendance  at  the  factory,  at  the  rate 
of  4Jrf.  a  quarter  of  a  day  for  the  time  of  absence. 

6.  For  gas  supplied  by  the  defendants  for  the  purpose  of  lighting 
their  said  factory,  instead  of  the  men  lighting  it  themselves. 

7.  For  firing  supplied  by  the  defendants  for  the  purpose  of  heating 
their  said  &ctory,  instead  of  the  men  heating  it  themselves. 

The  amount  of  work  performed  by  the  plaintiff  during  the  time  he 
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was  in  the  defendaDts'  employ  varied  from  time  to  time,  according  to 
the  state  of  trade,  the  plaintiff  being  sometimes  employed  for  a  greater 
and  sometimes  for  a  smaller  number  of  hours  in  the  day ;  but  the 
charges,  with  the  exception  of  the  fines,  were  fixed  and  uniform,  and 
were  made  whatever  the  amount  of  his  earnings. 

The  plaintiff  was,  by  the  weekly  settlements,  during  the  time  he 
was  so  in  the  defendants'  employment,  paid  the  whole  amount  due  to 
him  as  such  artificer'  as  aforesaid,  less  the  charges  and  deductions 
aforesaid,  and  for  which  alone,  accruing  during  the  whole  service,  the 
present  action  is  brought. 

♦Previously  to  the  case  of  Chawner  v,  Cummings,  8  Q.  B.  811  r^^^ 
(E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  65),  it  had  been  the  established  and  unvary-  ^  ^ 
ing  usage  in  the  hosiery  manufactures  in  the  counties  of  Nottingham, 
Derby,  and  Leicester,  for  a  century  past,  for  the  employer  to  let  the 
frames,  at  a  rent,  to  the  person  with  whom  he  contracted  for  the  manu- 
facture of  his  materials  into  goods  and  upon  settling  with  the  work- 
man to  deduct  the  amount  of  frariie  rent  from  the  gross  price  agreed  for 
working  up  the  materials  into  goods.  The  frames  were  kept  in  repair 
by  the  owners  of  them,  at  frequent  expense,  and  the  number  of  them 
for  which  weekly  rent  had  been  for  many  years  charged  was  very 
great.  It  was  admitted  that  the  other  deductions  made  by  the  defend- 
ants in  this  case  were  made  according  to  the  then  usage  of  the  trade, 
except  as  mentioned  in  the  next  paragraph,  and  that  such  usage  was 
known  to  the  plaintiff,  and  that  he  was  during  the  whole  period  afore- 
said dealt  with  accordingly.  This  work,  however,  has  recently  been 
introduced  into  factories,  and,  in  consequence,  the  system  of  payment 
in  such  factories  is  not  as  yet  uniform,  some  employers  deducting 
charges,  while  others  make  a  corresponding  diminution  in  the  rate  of 
payments,  so  as  to  make  the  nominal  sum  net  instead  of  gross.  For 
example,  in  such  a  case  5d,  per  dozen  is  paid  for  heeling,  instead  of 
7cL,  as  paid  by  the  defendants. 

The  sum  for  which  this  action  was  brought  is  the  total  amount  of 
the  said  charges  or  deductions  which  accrued  during  the  period  of 
the  plaintiff's  employment  by  the  defendants.  The  plaintiff  relying 
on  Stat.  1  &  2  W.  4,  c.  37,  commonly  called  the  Truck  Act,  disputed 
the  legality  of  these  charges  and  deductions,  and  ^contended  that  r^gg 
he  was  entitled  to  recover  the  full  amount  of  his  wages  or  earn-  '- 
ings  at  the  rate  of  7d,  per  dozen.  The  defendants  contended  that  the 
sum  of  7d.  per  dozen  was  not  the  wages  payable  to  the  plaintiff  until 
the  usual  charges  had  been  paid  out  of  the  same. 

There  was  no  written  contract  between  the  parties. 

The  jury  found  that  all  the  deductions  were  according  to  the  usage 
of  the  traae ;  and  it  was  agreed  that,  but  for  stat.  1  &  2  W.  4,  c.  37, 
the  accounts  had  all  been  agreed  and  settled  between  the  parties. 
The  learned  Judge  thereupon  directed  a  nonsuit  to  be  entered,  reserv- 
ing leave  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount 
of  all  or  any  of  the  items  in  the  defendants'  set-off. 

In  Michaelmas  Term,  1859, 

Hayes,  Serjt.,  moved  for  a  rule  nisi  accordingly,  on  the  ground  that 
the  deductions,  which  were  the  subject  of  the  set-off,  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  payment  of  wages,  and  were,  therefore,  illegal  by  the 
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Truck  Act,  1  &  2  W.  4,  c.  37,  the  object  of  which  was  that  wages 
should  be  paid  in  the  current  coin  of  the  realm. 

CoOKBDRN,  C.  J. — The  principle  of  the  decision  in  Chawner  v. 
Cummings,  8  Q.  B,  311  (B.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  55),  applies  to  this  case.  The 
deductions  in  question  are  expenses  incurred  by  the  master,  in  pro- 
viding accommodation  for  the  workman,  which  the  master  takes  into 
account  before  the  real  amount  of  the  wages  is  ascertained ;  therefore 
they  are  not  within  stat.  1  &  2  W.  4,  c.  37.  If  the  plaintiff  is  desirous 
of  having  the  decision  in  Chawner  v.  Cummings,  8  Q.  B.  311  (E.  O. 
L.  R.  vol.  55),  reviewed,  he  does  not  require  our  assistance. 

*  WiGHTMAN,  J. — These  deductions  are  within  the  principle  of 


*67] 


the  decision  in  Chawner  v,  Cummings.     Whatever  doubts  I 


might  have  entertained  if  the  question  had  now  come  before  us  for 
the  first  time,  I  think  we  are  bound  by  that  decision. 

Hill,  J.,  concurred.  Rule  refused. 


IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER. 

ARCHER  v.  JAMES  and  Others.    Feb.  1;  May  14. 

For  bead-note,  tee  Antd,  p.  61. 

The  plaintiff  having  appealed  from  the  above  decision,  the  case  was 
argued,  in  Easter  Vacation,  May  9th,  1861,  and  Trinity  Vacation, 
June  14th,  1861,  before  Pollock,  C.  B.,  and  Bramwell,  B.,  and 
Williams,  Willes,  Byles,  and  Keating,  JJ. 

Hayes^  Serjt.  (with  him  Mdnley  Smith),  for  the  plaintiff. — It  has  been 
the  object  of  the  Legislature,  in  a  series  of  statutes  beginning  with  4 
]Edw.  4,  c.  1,  and  ending  with  1  &  2  W.  4,  c.  87,  commonly  called  the 
Truck  Act,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  wages  to  artificers  in  the  cur- 
rent coin  of  the  realm.  The  earliest  enactment  on  the  subject  is  in 
sect.  6  vers.  fin.  of  stat.  4  Edw.  4,  c.  1,  by  which,  reciting  that  "in 
the  occupations  of  clothmaking,  the  labourers  thereof  have  been 
driven  to  take  a  great  part  of  their  wages  in  pins,  ffirdles,  and  other 
*681  **^"P''ofi^ble  wares,  under  such  price  that  it  did  not  extend  to 
•1  the  extent  of  their  lawful  wages,"  it  was  enacted,  "  That  every 
man  and  woman  being  clothmakers,  shall  pay  to  the  carders,  spinsters, 
and  all  such  other  labourers,  in  any  part  of  the  said  trade,  lawful 
money  for  all  their  lawful  wages,  and  payment  of  the  same 
upon  pain  of  forfeiture  to  the  same  labourer  the  treble  of  his  said 
wages  so  not  paid,  as  often  as  the  clothmaker  doth  refuse  to  pay  the 
same  in  the  said  manner  and  form  to  any  such  labourer,  put  by  him 
to  the  occupation  in  any  of  the  said  parts  of  clothmaking." 

The  word  "truck,"  which  means  "exchange  of  commodities,"  or 
*'  barter,"  (see  Webster's  Dictionary),  is  first  used  in  stat  12  G.  1,  c. 
84,  8.  8,  by  which  every  clothier,  &c.,  or  person  concerned,  &c.,  in  em- 
ploying weavers  or  other  labourers  in  the  woollen  manufacture,  shall 
pay  unto  all  persons  by  them  so  employed  the  full  wages, or  price 
agreed  on  "  in  good  and  lawful  money  of  this  kingdom,"  and  shall 
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not  pay  "in  goods  or  by  way  of  truck,  or  in  any  other  manner  than' 
in  money  as  aforesaid.'' 

All  previous  statutes  upon  the  subject  are  repealed  by  stat.  1  &  2 
W.  4,  c.  86,  s.  1,  and  their  provisions  are  consolidated  in  the  statute 
immediately  following,  1  &  2  W.  4,  c.  87.  This  case  is  alike  within 
the  language  and  policy  of  that  statute,  which  was  passed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  workmen.  Bowers  v.  Lovekin,  6  E.  &  B.  684  (E.  C.  L.  R. 
vol.  88).  [He  cited  sects.  1,  2,  8  and  4.]  The  wages  of  the  plaintiff 
were  to  be  paid  in  part  by  the  rent  of  the  frame  and  the  other  charges 
which  are  the  subject  of  the  set-oft*  and,  therefore,  "otherwise  than 
in  the  current  coin  of  the  realm ;"  and  this  mode  of  payment  is  within 
the  mischief  against  which  the  statute  was  directed,  because  the  r^^g 
*rent  of  the  frame  is  the  same  in  whatever  condition  it  is,  and  »■ 
the  workman  cannot  go  and  have  a  frame  elsewhere.  Also  the  de- 
ductions made  in  respect  of  this  and  the  other  charges,  with  the 
exception  of  the  fines,  are  fixed  and  uniform  whatever  number  of 
stocking  heels  is  made  in  a  week,  and  that  depends  upon  the  supply 
of  material  by  the  master.  Upon  the  basis  of  such  a  contract  as  this, 
the  amount  of  the  wages  to  be  paid  to  the  plaintiff  might  be  nothing; 
because  the  deductions  might  equal  or  exceed  the  amount  due  for 
stocking  beels.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the  wages  are  the  amount  cal- 
culated at  Td,  per  dozen  heels  less  the  deductions,  because  there  is  no 
relation  between  that  amount  and  the  deductions,  the  one  being  cal- 
culated by  the  piece,  and  the  other  bv  time.  Where  the  manufacturer 
supplies  the  machines  and  room,  and  pays  the  workman  a  lower  sum 
for  net  wages,  sometimes,  as  is  found  in  the  case,  bd.  a  dozen  for  heel- 
ing, the  master  and  workman  gain  by  the  rise,  and  sufier  by  the 
depression  of  the  trade  together ;  but  under  the  arrangement  between 
the  defendants  and  the  plaintiff  at  a  certain  state  of  the  trade  the  de- 
fendants,  by  distributing  their  work  among  a  number  of  workmen, 
and  giving  each  only  as  much  as  would  make  8^.  9d,  worth  of  heels  a 
week,  would  get  them  made  for  nothing,  and-  the  parish  might  have 
to  support  the  men.  Sect.  28  excepts  the  supply  of  fuel  and  tools  or 
implements  when  the  artificer  is  employed  in  mining,  as  well  as  of 
certain  other  things  under  certain  circumstances :  which  shows  that, 
hat  for  the  express  saving  in.  that  section,  those  things  could  not  be 
supplied  in  part  payment  of  wages.  In  Chawner  v.  Cummings,  8  Q. 
B.  811  (£.  C.  L.  K.  vol.  65),  the  defendant  for  whom  the  plaintiff 
worked  was  a  middleman,  who  rented  frames  *and  other  ma-  r^p^Q 
chinery  from  a  master  manufacturer.  In  this  case,  there  is  a  con-  ^ 
tract  by  wTiich  the  master  gets  the  profit  which  the  middleman  got  in 
Chawner  v.  Cummings,  8  Q.  B.  811  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  55).  Also  that 
case  did  not  decide  that  a  deduction  for  fire  or  light,  which  are  two 
of  the  charges  here,  would  be  legal. 

The  interpretation  clause,  sect.  25,  shows  that  the  term  **  wages^'  if 
to  receive  a  large  construction,  and  means  any  recompense  for  labour. 
At  any  rate,  a  deduction  for  an  uncertain  sum  like  fines  cannot  be 
l^al :  they  are  a  punishment  for  absence  from  work.  Also  the  charge 
for  winding  the  yarn  cannot  be  deducted,  because  it  is  a  cross  claim 
for  work  done  by  the  master  for  the  workman. 

Macaulay  (with  him  G,  (?.  Mereweiher),  for  the  defendants. — The 
object  of  Stat.  1  &  2  W.  4,  c.  87,  as  shown  by  its  language,  is,  that 
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whatever  was  the  valued  amount  of  the  labour  of  the  workman,  be- 
tween him  and  his  master,  should  be  paid  in  the  current  coin  of  the 
realm.  The  money  or  thing  given  for  the  labour  is  wages ;  and  the 
question  is,  whether  the  plaintiff  earned  more  than  what  has  been 
paid  in  money,  or  whether  any  part  of  the  wages  agreed  between  him 
and  the  defendants  has  not  been  paid  in  money.  Formerly  there 
were  two  modes  of  carrying  on  the  manufacture  of  stocking  heels ; 
either  the  manufacturer,  who  was  a  large  proprietor  of  frames,  let 
them  out  to  a  middleman,  who  employed  artificers  in  working  at  the 
frames  on  his  premises,  as  in  Chawner  v.  Curamings,  8  Q.  B.  311  (E. 
C.  L.  B.  vol.  65);  or  the  manufacturer  let  out  the  frames  to  a  man 
who  worked  at  them  at  his  own  home  with  his  family  or  others ;  the 
*711  *^^^ufA^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  <^^^  providing  the  worsted  or  other  ma- 
^  terial,  to  be  brought  back  in  stocking  heels  to  be  paid  for  at  so 
much  a  dozen.  If  the  artificer  worked  at  a  frame  at  his  own  house, 
which  might  be  out  of  the  town,  be  lost  time  in  taking  the  stocking 
heels  to  the  town,  and  had  the  expense  of  keeping  the  frame  in  order. 
The  practice  has  recently  been  introduced  of  doing  the  work  in&ctories 
belonging  to  the  manufacturers,  as  stated  in  the  case ;  the  manufac- 
turers providing  the  frames,  the  room,  the  fire  and  gas,  the  winding 
and  the  worsted  or  other  material.  In  this  case  the  wages  of  the 
plaintiff  were  not  7d.  per  dozen  heels,  but  7d.  per  dozen  less  the 
amount  of  charges  deducted.  The  charges  deducted  are  no  part  of 
the  recompense  for  the  plaintiff's  labour,  but  only  the  mode  of  ascer- 
taining the  value  of  his  labour.  [WiLLKS,  J. — Why  do  not  the  de- 
fendants agree  to  pay  5d.  per  dozen  or  some  ptber  fixed  sum,  and  say 
nothing  about  deductions  ?  The  same  question  was  put  by  Wight- 
man,  J.,  in  Chawner  v.  Cummings,  8  Q.  B.  811,  819.]  It  would  be 
difficult  to  make  an  adjustment  by  an  average  on  the  items  deducted ; 
also  the  trade  price  of  stockings  fluctuates,  but  the  price  for  the  use 
of  the  frame  is  fixed. 

Hayes,  Serjt.,  replied.  Our.  ctdv.  vuUi 

Feb.  1.  There  being  a  difference  of  opinion  on  the  Bench,  the  fol- 
lowing judgments  were  delivered. 

.  KsATiNO,  J. — In  this  case  the  plaintiff,  an  artificer,  in  the  hosiery 
trade  at  Nottingham,  sued  the  defendants,  his  employers,  to  recover 
an  amount  of  wages  alleged  to  be  due ;  and,  in  answer  to  the  claim, 
*791  ^^^  defendants  ^pleaded  never  indebted,  payment,  and  a  set-off 
-I  consisting  of  certain  charges  against  the  plaintiff  for  the  rent  of 
frames  and  machines,  and  other  charges  of  a  similar  character,  which 
had  been  deducted  by  the  defendants  on  the  weekly  settlement  of  ac- 
counts, and  which,  if  such  deductions  were  legal,  would  furnish  an 
answer  to  the  plaintiff's  claim. 

The  plaintiff  worked,  without  any  agreement  in  writing,  at  the 
manufactory  of  the  defendants,  in  making  heels  of  stockings  at  7d.  a 
dozen,  subject  to  a  deduction  of  certain  fixed  charges,  which  was 
made  every  week  from  the  amount  of  his  work,  taken  at  Id.  per 
dozen,  and  the  balance  only  was  paid  to  him  in  cash.  These  charges 
were — 

1.  Frame  rent  for  the  use  of  the  frames  with  which  he  worked,  at 
Is.  9d.  per  week. 
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2.  Machine  rent,  at  4td.  per  week. 

8.  For  the  standing  of  the  frames  and  machinery  in  the  defendants' 
manufactory,  Sd.  per  week. 

4.  Winding  the  material  with  which  he  worked,  at  Is,  per  week. 

5.  Fines  for  irregular  attendance,  at  4|c?.  a  quarter  of  a  day  for 
time  of  absence. 

6.  Oas  for  the  lighting  the  defendants'  factory,  at  4(2.  per  week. 

7.  Fire  in  waiting-room. 

-  Amounting  to  about  Ss.  9d,  fixed  charges,  the  fines  varying  accord- 
ing to  circumstances.  Whilst,  however,  the  charges,  to  the  amount 
of  &8.  9d.  per  week,  were  fixed,  the  amount  of  work  performed  varied 
according  to  the  number  of  hours  during  which  his  masters  required 
his  services. 

It  was  contended  by  the  plaintiff  that  these  deductions  were  illegal, 
as  being  within  the  prohibitions  contained  *in  stat.  1  &  2  W.  4,  trm'jQ 
c.  37,  commonly  called  The  Truck  Act ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  '^ 
he  \b  right. 

In  passing  the  statute  referred  to,  the  Legislature  seems  to  have 
considered  the  artificer  as  requiring  special  protection  in  his  dealings 
with  his  employers,  and  to  have  thought  it  right,  therefore,  to  make« 
the  contracts  between  these  parties  one  of  the  exceptions  to  the  gen- 
eral rule,  that  persons  should  be  allowed  to  make  their  own  contracts 
in  their  own  way.  The  particular  evil  intended  to  be  remedied  (and 
which,  notwithstanding  former  enactments,  still  prevailed)  was  the 
truck  system,  or  payment* by  masters  of  their  men's  wages  wholly  or 
in  part  with  goods — a  system  manifestly  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
workman,  who  was,  practically,  forced  to  take  the  goods  at  his  mas- 
ter's valuation.  In  order  to  obviate  this,  the  statute,  reciting  "  that 
it  is  necessary  to  prohibit  the  payment,  in  certain  trades,  of  wages  in 
goods,  or  otherwise  than  in  the  current  coin  of  the  realm,"  by  sect. 
1,  enacts,  that  any  contract  by  which  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the 
wages  of  the  artificer  is  made  payable  in  any  other  manner  than  in 
the  current  coin  shall  be  null  and  void.  Sect.  2  prohibits  the  inser- 
tion in  any  contract  of  any  provision  as  to  the  manner  in  which,  or 
the  person  with  whom,  anv  part  of  the  wages  due  or  to  become  due 
shall  be  laid  out  or  expenaed.  Sect.  3  directs  that  the  entire  amount 
of  the  wages  earned  by  or  payable  to  the  artificer  shall  be  actually 
paid  to  him  in  the  current  coin  of  the  realm,  and  not  otherwise,  and 
that  every  payment  of  or  in  respect  of  wages  by  the  delivery  to  himi 
of  goods,  or  otherwise  than  in  the  current  coin,  except  as  thereinafter 
mentioned,  shall  be  illegal  and  void.  Sect.  4  enables  the  artificer  ta 
recover  so  much  of  the  wages  as  shall  not  have  been  actually  paid  ta 
him  *in  current  coin.  Sects.  6  and  6  prevent  the  master  recover-  p^^^j^ 
ing  or  setting  off  the  amount  of  any  goods,  &c.,  supplied  on  ac^  ^ 
count  of  wages,  or  sold  at  any  shop  of  the  master,  or  in  which,  he  has 
any  interest,  although  the  wages  may  have  been  paid  in  current  coin. 
The  exceptions  referred  to  in  sect.  3  are  found  in  sect.  23,  which 
allows  a  supply  of  tools,  &c.,  to  persons  employed  in  mining,,  and  a 
supply  of  other  things,  therein  enumerated,  under  certain  circum- 
stances; also  providing  that  a  stoppage  or  deduction  in  respect  of 
such  may  be  made  if  it  do  not  exceed  the  true  value  of  th&  supply^ 
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and  the  contract  for  such  stoppage  or  deduction  be  in  writing,  signed 
by  the  artificer. 

The  statute,  therefore,  seems  most  distinctly  to  provide  that  the 
whole  of  the  wages  of  the  artificer's  labour  shall  be  paid  to  him  in 
current  coin,  and  not  otherwise,  without  any  stoppage  or  deduction, 
except  in  the  cases  and  under  the  conditions  referred  to  in  sects.  23 
and  24,  and  except  he  freely  consents,  under  sect.  8,  to  the  substitu- 
tion of  bank  notes  for  such  current  coin.  These  enactments  are  made 
still  more  stringent  by  the  additional  penal  clauses;  and  what  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  "  wages"  of  labour  is  declared,  by  sect. 
25,  to  be  "any  money  or  other  thing  had  or  contracted  to  be  paid, 
delivered,  or  given  as  a  recompense,  reward,  or  remuneration  for  any 
labour  done  or  to  be  done,  whether  within  a  certain  time  or  to  a  cer- 
tain amount,  or  for  a  time  or  an  amount  uncertain." 

The  question,  therefore,  in  the  present  case,  seems  shortly  to  be 
this — was  any  "other  thing"  than  money  **  had"  by  the  workman,  and 
"given"  by  the  master,  "as  a  recompense,  reward,  or  remuneration 


*75] 


for  any  labour  done"  by  the  former  for  the  latter?     In  other 


*words,  were  the  benefits  represented  by  3«.  9d. — viz.  the  use  of 
the  frame  and  machine,  fire,  light,  &c. — given  by  the  defendants  to  the 
plaintiff  in  exchange  for  and  as  part  of  the  earnings  of  his  labour  or 
not?  That  they  were,  in  fact,  "given"  by  the  master  to  the  work- 
man, and  "had"  by  the  workman  from  the  master,  is  as  unquestion- 
able as  that  they  are  not  current  coin,  and  were  not  given  for  nothing. 
For  what,  then,  were  they  given  except  for  the  labour  of  the  work; 
man?  Clearly,  as  it  seems  to  me,  for  nothing  else;  the  workman 
had  nothing  else  to  give  for  them  but  his  labour,  and  gave  nothing  else. 
I  am,  therefore,  unable  to  perceive  how  it  can  be  successfully  con- 
tended that  the  plaintiff  was  not  paid  his  wages,  as  above  defined, 
"otherwise  than  in  money." 

That  he  was  not  paid  id,  a  dozen  in  money  for  the  stocking  heels 
was  admitted ;  but  it  was  said  that  7cL  a  dozen  did  not  represent  his 
wages,  but  that  his  wages  were  7rf.  a  dozen  minus  a  proportionate  part 
of  the  Ss,  9c?.,  and  that  he  was  therefore  paid  his  wages  in  money. 
But  this  appears  to  me  to  be  another  way  of  saying  either  that  the 
benefits  represented  by  the  3*.  9d.  were  not  given  to  him  at  all,  or 
that,  if  given  to  him,  it  was  not  in  exchange  for  his  labour.  If  goods 
tad  been  supplied  by  the  master  to  the  workman  to  the  amount  of  Ss, 
^d.,  instead  of  the  use  of  goods  to  the  same  amount,  and  deducted 
from  the  7rf.  per  dozen,  the  artificer  would  not  have  been  more  or  less 
paid  "  otherwise  than  in  current  coin"  in  the  one  case  than  the  other; 
or  if  the  workman  had  contracted  with  a  third  person  to  supply  him 
with  the  things  supplied  by  the  master,  the  stocking  heels  would  have 
■clearly  represented  the  value  of  7d,  a  dozen,  and  he  would  have  been 
paid  that  amount  in  money;  how,  then,  can  the  stocking  heels  repre- 
^g1  sent  *less  labour  or  more,  according  as  the  workman  hires  the 
-*  implements  for  making  them  from  one  person  or  from  another? 
It  is  quite  true  that  if  3a.  dd,  be  a  fair  price  for  the  hire  of  the  frame 
And  machine,  fire,  light,  Ac,  the  result  to  the  workman  would  be  the 
same  whether  he  hired  them  from  his  master  or  from  a  stranger,  just 
as  if  he  had  been  supplied  at  a  fair  price  by  his  master  with  goods, 
which,  if  not  purchased  from  him,  he  must  have  bought  from  a 
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Btraoger.  Yet  that  is  precisely  what  the  statute  forbids.  Suppose 
the  workman  to  make  for  his  master  only  six  dozen  and  a  half  of 
stocking  heels,  that  being  about  the  amount  which  would  repay  the 
8*.  9c?.  at  7d.  a  dozen,  what  does  the  master  pay  for  them  ?  Does  he 
pay  7d,  a  dozen,  Ss.  9d,,  or  does  he  get  them  for  nothing?  There 
seems  to  me  to  be  no  medium.  But  the  workman  makes  another  six 
dozen  and  a  half;  for  them  he  gets  precisely  35.  9cf.  Will  the  last  85. 
9d,  be  wages  and  the  first  not,  or  is  there  any  other  diflference,  except 
that  the  last  is  paid  for  in  current  coin,  and  the  first  *'  otherwise  than 
in  current  coin  7"     It  seems  to  me  there  is  none. 

The  defendants,  therefore,  have  paid  the  plaintiff,  in  exchange  for 
his  labour,  otherwise  than  in  money ;  and  such  is  declared  by  the 
Act  to  be  illegal.  Whether  rightly  or  wrongly  it  is  not  our  province 
to  inquire :  it  is  sufficient  if  it  be  declared  clearly  and  distinctly. 
The  legislature  has  thought  the  payment  of  wages  by  masters  to  their 
workmen  of  a  particular  class,  wholly  or  in  part,  in  goods  or  other- 
wise than  in  money,  to  be  liable  to  abuse,  and  therefore  undesirable; 
and  the  present  case  furnishes  a  flagrant  example  of  the  precise  evil 
intended  to  be  remedied  by  the  statute,  viz.  the  giving  by  masters  to 
their  workmen,  in  exchange  for  their  labour,  wholly  *or  in  part,  pj^^^ 
things  of  uncertain  value,  instead  of  money,  the  value  of  which  '■ 
is  certain.  Here,  by  the  contract,  whilst  the  workman  is  forced  to 
take  that  which  is  of  uncertain  value,  in  exchange  for  his  labour,  and 
to  take  it  from  the  master  alone,  the  latter  reserves  to  himself  the 
power  of  determining  how  much  wages,  if  any,  the  workman  shall 
earn  beyond  the  precise  sum  necessary  to  reimburse  himself  for  the 
outlay  of  his  capital  in  building,  lighting  and  heating  his  own  manu- 
factory, and  providing  the  necessary  implements  for  use  therein.  A 
more  complete  instance  of  that  from  which  it  appears  to  have  been 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  shield  the  artificer,  it  seems  to  me 
difficult  to  imagine. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  case  of  Chawner  v.  Cummin^s,  8  Q.  B.  811 
(E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  55),  has  already  sanctioned  this  species  of  contract, 
and  decided  it  not  to  be  a  violation  of  the  statute ;  and  undoubtedly 
(without,  for  the  present,  referring  to  the  additional  number  of  items 
of  deduction  we  find  in  the  present  case,  probably  resulting  from  that 
decision)  it  does  appear  to  be  an  authority  to  the  extent  stated.  But 
I  apprehend  that,  sitting  in  a  Court  of  error,  we  are  bound  to  look  at 
the  case  before  us  unfettered  by  the  authority  which  it  is  the  object 
of  the  present  proceeding  to  review ;  ajid,  humbly  conceiving  that 
decision  not  to  construe  the  statute  correctly,  I  have^  been  unable  to 
convince  myself  that,  sitting  here,  I  ought  to  adhere  to  it.  The 
judgment  of  (he  court  in  that  oase  seems  to  have  proceeded  upon  the 
ground  that  the  earlier  sections  of  the  statute  do  not  prohibit  any  de- 
dactions  whatever.  *'It  is  to  be  observed"  (says  the  judgment,  p.  323) 
"  that  payment  otherwise  than  in  money  is  alone  prohibited.  Deduc- 
tions or  charges  are  nowhere  mentioned  or  alluded  *to  before  r^^^g 
the  23d  section,  hereafter  to  be  considered.  Then,  are  these  de-  '■ 
ductions  in  the  nature  of  payment  at  all  ?  It  seems  to  us  to  be  the 
mode  of  calculating  the  amount  of  wages,  and  nothing  more." 

Now,  if  it  be  true  that  the  prohibitory  part  of  the  statute  does  not 
contemplate  stoppages  or  deductions,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  see 
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why  the  Legislature  should  have  enacted  the  23d  and  24th  sections 
at  all — why,  if  it  did  not  prohibit  any  stoppages,  it  should  yet  legalize 
some.  But  surely  it  is  scarcely  correct  to  say  that  the  earlier  sections 
do  not  mention  or  allude  to  stoppages  or  deductions,  when  the  8d  sec- 
tion expressly  refers  to,  and  in  eftect  incorporates,  the  exceptions 
afterwards  found  in  the  23d  and  24th,  the  words  of  sect.  3  being,  "and 
every  payment  made  to  any  such  artificer  by  his  employer,  of  or  in 
respect  of  any  such  wages,  by  the  delivering  to  him  of  goods,  or 
otherwise  than  in  the  current  coin  aforesaid,  eoccept  as  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, shall  be  and  is  hereby  declared  illegal,  null,  and  void."  And 
it  would  have  been  strange,  indeed,  if  it  were  otherwise,  for  the  truck 
system,  against  which  the  statute  was  confessedly  levelled,  was  itself  a 
system  of  stoppage  or  deduction.  Deduct  so  much  for  supplies  and  pay 
the  balance  in  cash,  constituted  the  evil  the  statute  was  passed  to  remed  v ; 
nor  is  it  easy  to  perceive  how  there  could  be  a  part  payment  in  goods, 
or  otherwise  than  in  the  current  coin,  without  a  stoppage  or  deduction. 

That  the  deductions  legalized  by  sects.  23  and  24  are  exceptions 
upon  sects.  2, 3  and  4,^  and  not  exclusively  upon  sects.  6  and  6,  appears 
to  me  to  be  clear,  inasmuch  as  the  prohibitions  contained  in  the  latter 
sections  are  confined  to  the  set-off  and  sale  of  ^' goods,  wares,  and 
^-Q-|  merchandise"  only ;  whereas  the  deductions  legalized  by  *sects. 
-I  23  and  24  extend  to  medical  attendance,  rent,  and  the  costs  of 
educating  the  artificer's  children. 

I  quite  agree  that  what  is  called  ''frame  rent"  in  this  case  is  not 
"  rent"  within  the  meaning  of  sect.  23 ;  but  that  a  deduction  in  re- 
spect of  such,  if  it  were  "  rent,"  could  be  made  without  a  contract  in 
writing,  which  was  also  laid  down  in  the  judgment  in  Chawner  v. 
Cummings,  8  Q.  B.  311,  325  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  56),  appears  to  me  not 
to  be  in  accordance  with  the  clear  words  of  the  statute. 

The  only  case  cited  in  the  argument  before  us,  as  having  been  de- 
cided upon  this  subject  since  Chawner  v.  Cummings,  was  that  of 
Bowers  v.  Lovekin,  6  E.  &  B.  584  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  88).  There  it  was 
conceded  that  the  deductions  were  illegal,  although  some  of  them 
were  not  clearly  within  the  23d  section ;  but  that  case  being  one  of 
deductions  from  the  wages  of  a  miner,  where  there  was  no  contract  in 
writing,  the  question  involved  in  the  present  case  was  not  discussed, 
the  only  contest  being  whether  the  collier  in  that  case  was  an  artificer 
within  the  Act.  But  although  not,  perhaps,  an  authority  upon  the 
point  now  in  question,  the  case  strongly  illustrates  the  anomaly  con- 
sequent upon  the  judgment  in  Chawner  v,  Cummings,  8  Q.  B.  311, 
825  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  55),  namely,  that  whilst  stoppages  within  the 
23d  section  are  illegal  if  not  made  in  pursuance  of  a  written  contract 
signed  by  the  workman,  all  other  stoppages  are  legal  without  any 
such  formality.  The  price  of  implements  supplied  to  a  miner  to  be 
used  in  his  trade  can  only  be  deducted  when  that  price  represents 
their  true  value,  and  the  contract  is  in  writing;  but  it  would  appear 
from  that  judgment  that  the  price  of  the  use  of  implements  supplied 
to  a  stocking  knitter  to  be  used  in  his  trade,  as  well  as  gas-light,  fire, 
*801  *^^*'  ^^^  ^®  deducted  without  either  of  those  conditions  being 
-'   complied  with. 

It  is  true,  the  learned  counsel  for  the  defendants  did  not  put  the 
case  of  his  clients  altogether  upon  the  ground  taken  in  the  judgment 
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in  Chawner  v.  Cumraiugs,  8  Q.  B.  311  (E.  C.  L.  E.  vol.  55).  He 
relied  not  so  much  upon  the  argument,  that  if  these  charges  were 
stoppages  or  deductions  they  were  legal,  not  being  in  the  nature  of 
payments,  as  that  they  were  not  really  deductions  from  wages  at  all ; 
in  other  words,  that  the  defence  to  the  action  was  under  the  general 
issue,  rather  than  under  the  plea  of  set-oft.  But  surely  it  cannot  be 
contended,  in  any  view,  that  the  stoppage  in  respect  of  fines  can  be 
made  available  otherwise  than  as  a  set-oft*;  and  if  that  be  so,  by  what 
reasonable  construction  of  the  contract  can  the  deduction  for  fines  be 
placed  upon  a  different  footing  from  the  other  deductions? 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  contract  is  clearly  one  for  stoppage  or  de- 
duction from  wages — a  *' contrivance"  (to  use  the  words  of  the  25th 
section  of  the  Act)  by  means  of  which  the  master  makes  the  interest 
of  his  capital  a  first  charge  upon  the  labour  of  his  workman,  instead 
of  obtaining  it  from  the  consumer  in  the  price  of  the  article  when 
sold,  as  in  the  case  of  a  net  cash  payment*  of  wages;  and  this,  together 
with  the  additional  control  which  the  master  obtains,  by  such  an 
arrangement,  over  the  earnings  of  the  workman,  may  probably  fur- 
nish the  answer  to  a  question  put  during  the  argument,  namely,  if  2d, 
per  dozen  fairly  represents  the  value  of  the  deductions  (and  the  case 
does  not  find  otherwise),  why  do  not  the  defendants  pay  5d.  per  dozen 
net  like  other  masters? 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  consequences  that  may  result 
from  our  decision  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  in  *this  case.  If  r^^^ 
such  were  to  follow  upon  our  judgment,  it  would  be  a  matter  •■ 
rather  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  than  for  a  Court  of  law; 
and  it  seems  to  me  safer  to  construe  the  statute  without  reference  to 
the  inconvenience  resulting  from  our  upholding  or  refusing  to  sanction 
a  contract  like  the  present. 

In  my  opinion  the  plaintiff  is,  in  point  of  law,  entitled  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court. 

I  have  to  state  that  my  Brothers  Williams  and  Willes  concur  in 
this  judgment. 

Byles,  J. — In  this  case  the  master  manufacturer  employed  the 
artificer  to  make  stocking  heels  at  7d,  a  dozen.  The  artificer  was  to 
find  the  labour,  and  to  work  on  the  master's  own  premises,  using  the 
master's  frame. — The  settlements  were  weekly.  The  amount  due  for 
the  artificer's  work  was  first  ascertained ;  then  from  the  sum  coming 
to  the  artificer  was  deducted — 

(1.)  Is.  9d.  per  week  for  the  use  of  the  frame. 

(2.)  -W.  per  week  for  the  use  of  another  machine. 

(3.)  M,  per  week  for  the  use  of  the  factory. 

(4.)  Is.  per  week  for  winding  the  yarn. 

(5.)  Fines  at  the  rate  of  4 Jd  per  quarter  of  a  day  for  absence. 

(6.)  A  charge  for  gas. 

(7.)  A  deduction  for  firing. 

The  artificer  was  sometimes  employed,  and  sometimes  not ;  but  the 
charges,  with  the  exception  of  the  fines,  were  fixed  and  uniform,  and 
made  against  him  whatever  the  amount  of  his  earnings:  so  that  the 
fixed  charges  might  equal  or  exceed  the  amount  to  be  received  by  the 
artificer  for  making  stocking  heels.  When  he  came  for  his  wages  he 
might  have  to  pay,  instead  of  to  receive. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


82  ARCHER  v.  JAMES.     Ex.  Ch.  H.  V.  1862. 

*821  *^^  ^^  alleged  bj  the  artificer  that  such  a  contract,  and  all 
J  settlements  of  account  under  it,  are  void  and  illegal  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Truck  Act,  1  4;  2  W.  4,  c.  87.  Whether  they  are  so 
invalidated  or  not  is  the  question  before  us. 

An  inquiry  into  the  policy  of  the  Act,  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
or  expressing  an  opinion  whether  that  policy  be  right  or  wrong,  is  no 
part  of  our  duty ;  but  such  an  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  rightly  in- 
terpreting the  Act  and  giving  full  effect  to  the  true  intention  of  the 
Legislature,  is  legitimate  and  material. 

The  old  truck  enactments  are  very  numerous,  and  date  from  about 
the  year  146-4  (4  Edw.  4).  They  were  applied  first  to  one  branch  of 
manufacture,  and  then  in  succession  to  others,  as  experience  and  the 
progress  of  manufactures  dictated,  till  they  embraced  the  whole,  or 
nearly  the  whole,  of  the  manufactures  of  England.  They  established 
the  obligation  and  produced,  or  at  least  fortified  the  custom,  of  uni- 
formly paying  the  whole  wages  of  artificers  in  the  current  coin  of  the 
realm.  They  were  finally  collected  and  consolidated  into  one  Act  by 
the  statute  now  under  consideration,  1  &  2  W.  4,  c.  37,  They  were,  in 
truth,  part  of  a  system  of  legislation  regulating  the  relation  of  master 
and  workman,  this  part  of  it  being  in  favour  of  the  workman,  who, 
as  an  individual,  was  deemed  weaker  than  his  master,  and  therefore 
liable  to  oppression.  On  the  other  hand  existed  regulations  in  &,vour 
of  the  master,  and  against  the  workmen  collectively,  who  in  the 
aggregate  and  acting  in  combination  were  deemed  stronger  than  their 
masters,  and  likely  to  oppress,  not  only  their  employers,  but  indivi- 
duals of  their  own  body.  These  were  the  laws  against  combinations 
and  strikes.  The  laws  against  combinations  have  been  swept  away, 
^jfto-i  except  in  certain  aggravated  *cases,  with  what  success  it  is  no 
■'  part  of  our  business  to  inquire ;  but  the  Truck  Act  still  remains, 
and  while  it  remains  must  be  honestly  interpreted,  and  carried  out 
according  to  its  true  meaning  and  spirit. 

Indeed,  the  Truck  Act,  when  passed,  was  a  practical  deduction  from 
a  principle,  still  more  general,  pervading  more  or  less  all  systems  of 
law  founded  on  experience ;  that  is  to  say,  that  where  two  classes  of 
persons  are  dealing  together,  and  one  class  is,  generally  speaking, 
weaker  than  the  other,  and  liable  to  oppression,  either  from  natural  or 
accidental  causes,  the  law  should,  as  far  as  possible,  redrew  the  in- 
equality, by  protecting  the  weak  against  the  strong.  On  this  principle 
rests  the  protection  thrown  around  infants  and  persons  of  unsound 
or  weak  mind,  the  protection  aflbrded  even  by  the  common  law  to  the 
victims  of  fraud,  and  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  at  this  day  to  heirs, 
expectants,  and  sellers  of  reversions  against  catching  and  unconscion- 
able bargains,  though  entered  into  without  fraud,  and  by  persons  of 
full  age.  No  doubt  all  such  legislation  or  judicial  interposition  is  in 
many  cases  ineffectual.  But.  as  Lord  Hardwicke  observed  in  Earl  of 
Chesterfield  v.  Janssen,  2  Ves.  Sen,  125,  158,  **  I  cannot  hold  that  to 
be  vain  and  wild  which  the  law  of  all  countries  and  all  wise  legisla- 
tures have  endeavoured  at,  as  far  as  possible ;  .  .  .  happy,  if  they 
could,  in  some  degree,  prevent  it :  est  aliquid  prodire  tenus ;"  to  which 
it  may  be  added  that  the  efficacy  of  such  provisions  must  not  be  esti- 
mated by  the  abuses  actually  remedied  so  much  as  by  the  abuses  pre- 
vented by  the  knowledge  that  such  is  the  law.    So  viewed,  the  Truck 
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Act  roust  have  been  deemed  by  the  Legislature  which  passed  it  a 
highly  remedial  statute,  and  is,  therefore,  now,  as  I  admit,  *noi-   r^^^^^ 
withstanding  the  penal  clauses,  to  be  construed  liberally,  so  as  to    ^ 
advance  the  supposed  remedy  and  suppress  the  supposed  mischief. 

The  motive  for  these  observations  has  been,  that  it  may  not  be  sup- 
posed that  the  conclusion  at  which  I  have  arrived  was  reached  with- 
out due  consideration  of  the  policy  of  the  Truck  Act,  or  prompted  by 
any  prejudice  against  it. 

Oar  decision  must,  as  it  appears  to  me,  mainly  depend  on  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  *'  wages"  as  used  in  the  Act.  The  interpretation 
clause  (sect.  25)  defines  the  word  "  wages"  as  '*  any  money  or  other 
thing  had  or  contracted  to  be  paid,  delivered,  or  given  as  a  recom- 
pense, reward,  or  remuneration  for  any  labour  done  or  to  be  done, 
whether  within  a  certain  time  or  to  a  certain  amount,  or  for  a  time  or 
an  amount  uncertain."  Any,  remuneration,  therefore,  for  the  labour 
of  the  artificer,  whether  by  the  day  or  by  the  piece,  is  wages.  What- 
ever is  contracted  to  be  paid  for  his  personal  labour  is  wages,  and 
uhat  is  more  than  that  is  not  wages. 

The  price  of  7d.  per  dozen  in  the  case  before  the  Court  is  not  merely 
wages  so  defined,  but  wages  plus  an  addition  for  the  work  done  by  the 
stocking  frame.  Now,  inasmuch  as  the  frame  does  not  belong  to  the 
artificer,  he  is  obliged  to  hire  a  frame;  and  in  the  case  under  consider- 
ation, instead  of  hiring  the  frame  of  a  stranger,  the  artificer  hires  it 
of  his  employer,  at  a  fixed  rent  per  week.  The  work  of  the  frame  is 
paid  for  by  the  employer  to  the  artificer  as  part  of  the  Td.  per  dozen, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  work  done,  and  therefore  is  a  fluctuating 
sum ;  but  the  rent  of  the  frame  is  paid  by  the  artificer  to  his  employer 
according  to  time,  and  therefore  is  a  sum  certain.  Suppose  the  rent 
of  the  frame  *due  to  the  employer  and  the  compensation  for  the  r^gg 
work  of  the  frame  due  to  the  artificer  were  calculated  on  the  *■ 
same  principle,  at  the  same  rate,  and  therefore  amounted  to  the  same 
sam— for  example,  suppose  the  rent  of  the  frame  due  to  the  master  to 
be  2d.  per  dozen,  and  the  charge  by  the  artificer  for  the  work  done 
by  the  frame  to  be  also  2d,  per  dozen,  then,  the  deduction  being 
exactly  equal  to  the  addition,  it  would  clearly  appear,  I  conceive,  that 
the  2d.  per  dozen  deducted  for  the  use  of  the  frame  did  not  come  out 
of  wages.  But  in  the  case  under  consideration,  as  the  rent  is  calcu- 
lated by  time  and  the  compensation  for  the  use  of  the  frame  by  the 
piece  occasionally  the  hire  of  the  frame  paid  by  the  artificer  may  be 
more  than  the  compensation  for  the  use  of  the  frame  received  by  the 
artificer,  and  the  excess  in  such  a  contingency  is  a  loss  to  the  artificer, 
exactly  as  it  would  have  been  if  be  had  hired  the  frame  from  a 
stranger.  But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  occasionally  the  compensa- 
tion for  the  labour  of  the  frame  is  more  than  the  rent  of  the  frame, 
aod  the  excess,  in  that  event,  is  a  profit  to  the  artificer,  again  just  as 
if  the  artificer  had  hired  the  frame  of  a  stranger.  When  the  bar- 
gain is  a  fair  one,  these  contingencies  are  calculated  to  balance  one 
another.  There  seems  to  me,  therefore,  nothing  in  such  a  bargain 
necessarily  contrary  to  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

It  is  objected  that  sect.  23,  which  is  a  declaratory  enactment,  shows 
that  wages  are  not  to  be  paid  or  satisfied  by  a  set-off  for  such  things 
as  fuel,  materials,  tools,  implements,  hay,  corn,  provender  for  a  horse, 
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and  rent ;  which  dedactions,  so  far  as  sect.  28  is  explanatory  and  pro- 
hibitory, are  mentioned  as  examples  of  what  has  already  been  made 
illegal  by  the  earlier  sections  of  the  Act ;  and  that  so  far  as  the  pro- 
*ftftl  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  section  is  enabling,  *that  proviso  does  not  apply 
^  except  in  certain  cases,  e.  g.  signed  contracts,  of  which  the  case 
under  consideration  is  not  one. 

I  admit  the  difficulty  which  arises  on  this  28d  section.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  answered  by  saying  merely  that  the  balance  of  what  is  due, 
after  stipulated  deductions,  are  "wages ;  for  if  the  word  **  wages"  were 
to  be  understood  as  the  net  amount  payable  after  subtracting  stipu- 
lated deductions,  nearly  the  whole  Act  would  be  frustrated.  It  would 
amount  to  no  more  than  this — that  the  balance,  after  stipulated  deduc- 
tions of  any  sort,  shall  be  paid  in  coin.  But  I  think  it  may  be  a  satis- 
factory answer  to  the  arguments  founded  on  the  28d  section,  that 
deductions  are  admissible  if  they  really  come,  not  out  of  wages  properly 
so  called,  but  (as  in  this  case  they  do  come)  out  of  previous  additions 
to  those  wages. 

It  is  then  objected  that  this  arrangement  is  a  transparent  artifice,  I 
do  not  say  to  evade  (for  that,  if  practicable,  may  be  lawful),  but  in- 
directly to  infringe  the  statute.  It  may  be  remarked,  however,  that 
the  practice  does  not  appear  to  be  a  new  one,  and  probably  originated 
in  cases  where,  before  the  establishment  of  great  factories,  the  artificer 
worked  in  his  own  dwelling,  and  in  such  a  case  a  fixed  periodical  rent 
for  the  frame  was  the  only  security  possessed  by  the  employer, against 
loss  to  himself  by  his  frame  being  improperly  employed  by  the  arti- 
ficer to  do  other  people's  work.  Besides,  I  think  that  enough  does 
not  appear  on  the  case  to  enable  us  to  draw  the  conclusion  that  this 
arrangement  is  a  mere  artifice  to  contract  to  pay,  or  to  pay,  wages 
otherwise  than  in  the  current  coin  of  the  realm  (sects.  1,  3). 

The  observations  already  made  as  to  the  deduction  for  the  rent  of 
the  frame  appear  to  me  applicable  to  the  deductions  for  the  other 
*871  "^^^^'"^t  f^^  ^'^®  "se  of  the  ^factory,  for  the  winding,  for  the  gas, 
-'  and  for  the  firing.  In  all  those  cases,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
frame,  there  is,  first,  an  addition  to  the  wages  measured  by  the  piece, 
and  a  subsequent  deduction  generally  measured  by  time. 

With  respect  to  the  fines  the  case  is  different.  The  statute  is  very 
obscure  on  the  question  whether  a  set-oflF  be  allowable.  Sect.  28 
seems  to  imply  that  a  set-off'  is  not  in  general  to  be  allowed.  On  the 
other  hand  a  set-off"  is  not  prohibited  in  terms,  except  in  the  single 
case  of  a  set-oflF  for  goods  received  on  account  of  wages  (sect.  5).  Look- 
ing at  the  limited  character  of  that  prohibition,  and  considering  that 
this  deduction  may,  perhaps,  be  treated  as  a  condition  in  the  original 
contract  making  a  portion  of  the  wages  to  depend  on  a  contingency,  1 
feel  great  difficulty  in  saying  that  it  is  prohibited.  In  Chawner  v. 
Cummings,  8  Q.  B.  311  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  55),  a  fixed  deduction  of  Id. 
in  the  shilling  was  held  to  be  lawful,  and  to  be  but  a  mode  of  calcu- 
lating wages. 

It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  the  statute  is  very  difficult  to 
construe,  and  is  ambiguous  not  only  on  this  question  of  fines,  but  also 
on  the  other  question.  Yet,  considering  that  the  statute  has  already 
received,  in  Chawner  v,  Cummings,  a  judicial  interpretation  sixteen 
years  ago ;  which  interpretation  has  been  acted  on  ever  since,  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  &  SMITH.    Q.  B.  87 

that  thousands  of  contracts  and  settlements  of  accounts  have  taken 
place  on  the  &]th  of  that  interpretation ;  that  if  these  settlements  are 
disturbed  an  infinite  multitude  of  actions  will  be  brought,  and  many 
fines  become  payable  by  persons  who  have  trusted  the  authorized 
expounders  of  the  statute ;  I  think  this  is  a  case  in  which  the  r^gg 
maxim  *•  Stare  decisis"  ought  to  apply  *even  in  a  Court  of  error :  ^ 
and  therefore  that  the  judgment  below  ought  to  be  affirmed. 

Bramwell,  B. — In  this  case  we  have  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of 
an  Act  of  Parliament.     If  the  words  were  plain,  it  would  be  irrelevant 
to  inquire  as  to  the  object  or  policy  of  the  Legislature — our  dijty 
would  be  simply  to  declare  what  we  found  enacted.    But  there  is  a 
doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  language,  in  order  to  solve  which  it 
is  proper  to  inquire  into  the  probable  object  and  policy  of  the  statute. 
It  may  be  compendiously  stated  to  have  been  to  provide  for  payment 
of  wages  in  money.     For  this  purpose  it  prohibits  agreements  for 
paying  wages  otherwise,  and  prohibits  so  paying  them  when  a  money 
payment  has  been  agreed  for.     To  insure  obedience,  it  enables  the 
artificer  to  repudiate  a  contract  and  payment  contrary  to  its  provi- 
sions, and,  however  fairly  he  may  have  been  dealt  with,  to  enforce 
payment  in  such  case  over  again.     It  is  obvious  that  such  a  provision 
is  open  to  two  most  important  objections.     First,  it  interferes  with 
that  freedom  of  contract  and  conduct  which  is  universally  recognised 
as  Sf  the  greatest  benefit.     Secondly,  it  enables  an  artificer  who  may 
have  requested  and  received  payment  otherwise  than  in  money,  and 
who  may  have  been  benefited  thereby,  and  most  justly  and  kindly 
treated,  to  commit  a  great  dishonesty  by  enforcing  payment  again. 
But,  great  as  these  objections  are,  the  Legislature  has  thought  that  a 
preponderating  benefit  was  to  be  got  by  encountering  them ;  and  it 
may  be  that  the  ignorance,  improvidence,  or  poverty  of  the  working 
classes,  as  they  are  called — that  is,  those  who  work  for  wages — is  such 
as  to  require  the  protection  the  statute  has  provided  for  them.     But 
in  order  to  see  to  *what  that  protection  extends,  it  is  necessary   r^oQ 
to  see  what  are  the  mischiefs  to  be  guarded  against — ^the  mis-   '- 
chiefs  of  what  is  called  the  truck  system.    They  seem  to  me  three, 
the  first  two  being  in  principle  the  same ;  first,  an  employer  of  labour 
may  engage  a  man  to  work  for  him,  with  a  promise  of  apparently  fair 
wages,  part  or  all  in  goods,  and  then  cheat  him  by  giving  him  inferior 
goods,  or  goods  overcharged ;  secondly,  he  may  engage  him  with  a 
promise  of  lair  wages,  and  then  cheat  him  in  the  payment,  by  insisting 
on  his  taking  goods  inferior  or  overcharged  as  before ;  and,  thirdly, 
he  may  supply  the  man  with  goods  beyond  his  wages,  gel  him  into 
his  debt,  and  then  have  an  injurious  control  over  him.     These  are  the 
mischiefs  of  a  truck  system.     It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  the  master  could 
cheat  in  cases  where  money  wages  were  agreed  for,  by  withholding 
money  agreed  to  be  paid,  and  that  the  law  would  redress  the  one 
wrong  as  readily  as  the  other.    The  answer  is,  that  such  a  cheat  is 
too  barefaced,  and  would  certainly  be  successfully  resisted;  while 
more  or  less  of  inferiority  in  the  quality  or  value  of  goods  might  be 
endured,  or,  if  contested,  would  give  rise  to  more  doubtful  inquiries. 
Whether  these  mischiefs  are  worth  the  remedy,  or  whether  the  remedy 
is  the  best,  is  not  the  question.    If  it  were,  I,  for  one,  should  desire 
an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  what  the  results  of  a  truck  system  had 
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been  before  I  ventured  to  differ  from  those  who  had  considered  the 
matter  and  devised  this  enactment,  and  from  the  high  authorities  who 
have  held  that  legislation  against  such  a  system  is  ''  perfectly  just  and 
equitable."    (Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations,  book  1,  c.  10.) 

But  I  believe  the  object  of  the  statute  was  that  which  I  have  men* 
*901  ^^^°®^  5  ^^^  certainly,  considering  the  *objections  to  it,  it  ought 
-•  not  to  be  interpreted  loosely,  more  especially  as  it  makes  an 
infringement  of  its  provisions  a  crime. 

I  now  turn  to  those  provisions.  The  1st  section  provides  that 
contracts  for  wages  (in  the  trades  enumerated)  shall,  be  made  payable 
in  current  coin.  The  2d  prohibits  engagements  as  to  where  or  with 
whom  wages  shall  be  expended.  The  Sd  section  is,  that  wages  shall 
be  paid  in  coin.  The  4th  section  gives  the  artificer  power  to  recover 
whatever  has  not  been  paid  in  coin.  The  fifth  prohibits  a  set-o£ 
The  6th  a  cross  action.  The  other  sections  may  be  called  auxiliarj, 
with  certain  exceptions  which  I  shall  have  to  notice. 

The  &cts  in  this  case  are — That  the  defendants  are  hosiery  manu- 
£icturers,  having  a  factory,  in  which  are  stocking- frames,  and  which 
of  course  is  lighted  and  warmed  by  them.  They  find  the  material, 
and  the  artificer,  a  frame-work  knitter,  makes  the  article.  In  this 
case  the  plaintiff  made  stocking  heels,  using  these  machines  in  this 
factory.  The  sum  to  be  paid  him  was  ascertained  thus : — A  sum  was 
arrived  at  by  putting  Id,  a  dozen  for  all  the  heels  he  had  made  in  a 
week,  and  from  that  sum  was  deducted  about  35.  9(/..  and  what  are 
called  fines,  4|i  a  quarter  of  a  day  when  the  artificer  does  not  attend. 
The  way  this  3fi.  9rf.  is  made  up  is,  that  so  much  is  put  down  for  the 
use  of  the  machines  of  the  defendants ;  so  much  for  the  room  in  which 
they  are;  so  much  because  the  yarn  has  been  wound,  without  which 
it  cannot  be  worked ;  so  much  for  light  and  fire.  I  have  mentioned 
how  this  3«.  9rf.  is  arrived  at,  but  to  my  mind  it  is  wholly  immaterial 
The  parties  arrive  at  that  figure  by  a  particular  process,  and  each 
*91 1  ^S**®^  ^  ^^  f'^'*  particular  (and  probably  the  same)  reasons  ^satis- 
J  tory  to  himself;  but  they  might  arrive  at  it  for  different  reasons, 
or  for  no  reason,  and  simply  fix  it  at  an  arbitrary  sum.  It  may  be  as 
well  to  remark,  however,  that  the  origin  and  reason  of  it  is  this — that 
formerly  the  artificer  was  paid  Id.  per  dozen  heels,  but  he  then  found, 
either  as  his  own  or  by  hiring,  the  machines,  worked  them  in  his  own 
hou^e,  for  which  of  course  he  paid,  with  his  own  fire  and  lights,  at  his 
own  cost.  I  believe  the  charge  for  the  winding  has  some  similar 
origin.  Of  course  fines  are  necessary,  or  not  unreasonable,  to  prevent 
loss  by  the  machines  not  being  used.  The  origin  of  this  apparently 
inconvenient  arrangement  is,  probably,  that  the  master  and  artificer 
could  not  agree  on  the  sum  to  be  paid  net  per  dozen,  while  they  could 
agree  on  what  was  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  workman  having  the 
machines,  room,  fire,  light,  &c.,  found  for  him,  instead  of  finding  them 
himself.  Some  masters  and  men,  however,  agree  at  bd.  per  dozen  net. 
The  only  other  matter  to  observe  is,  that  the  3«.  9rf.  is  fixed  per  week, 
while  the  quantity  of  work  done  by  the  artificer  may  vary  according 
to  his  industry  or  health,  or  other  causes,  and  also  according  to  the 
quantity  of  work  the  master  may  think  fit  to  give  him. 

Now,  it  is  obvious  to  my  mind  that  this  is  not  within  any  of  the 
mischiefs  I  have  specified.    The  artificer  does  not  agree  to  take  goods 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  &  SMITH.    Q.  B.  91 

in  payment  of  wages ;  nor,  having  agreed  for  money,  is  made  to  take 
goods ;  nor  can  he  get  into  debt  to  his  master  by  spending  more  than 
his  wages.  I  suppose,  indeed,  he  would  be  liable  if  he  did  not  make 
as  many  heels  as,  at  7d.  a  dozen,  came  to  Ss.  dd. ;  but  that  is  not  by 
spending  more  than  he  earns,  but  by  not  earning. 

If  the  case  is  within  the  statute,  within  which  provision  is  it  ?  pg^ 
Not  that  in  the  1st  section — it  says,  that  *in  all  contracts  the  ^ 
wages  shall  be  made  payable  in  coin  only ;  and,  if  made  payable  in 
any  manner  other  than  in  coin,  the  contract  shall  be  void.  Can  it  be 
said  that  whatever  is  to  be  paid  here  is  not  to  be  paid  in  coin  7  Can 
it  be  said  anything  is  payable  in  another  manner  7  Is  this  Ss.  9d.  a 
payment,  or  any  one  of  its  items  7  Impossible.  Then  the  case  cer- 
tainly is  not  within  sect.  2.  Then,  is  it  within  sect.  8  7  That  says, 
''  The  entire  amount  of  the  wages  earned  by  or  payable  to  such  arti- 
ficer, &c.,  shall  be  actually  paid  to  such  artificer  in  current  coin." 
Has  the  artificer  earned  any  more  wages  7  Are  any  more  payable  to 
him  thaa  the  sum  arrived  at  after  allowing  the  8^.  dd.  and  fines?  I 
say,  clearly  not.  The  question  reduces  itself  to  this — what  are  his 
wages  7  The  7d.  a  dozen  7  or  7d.  a  dozen  leas  8^.  9d.  7  To  my  mind, 
clearly  the  latter.  Can  it  be  said  his  wages  are  2d.  a  dozen  more  than 
the  man  who  is  being  paid  the  6d.  without  any  deduction  7  Can  it 
he  supposed  that,  if  there  were  no  Truck  Act,  and  no  statute  of  set- 
off, he  could  recover  7d.  a  dozen  ?  I  ask,  as  I  asked  on  the  argument, 
suppose  they  fixed  8^.  9rf.  arbitrarily,  without  giving  a  reason  for  it, 
is  that  within  this  statute  7  If  I  agree  with  a  man  that  he  shall  work 
for  me  at  certain /rates,  first  allowing  in  my  favour  5^.,  is  that  an 
agreement  to  pay  him  a  sum  and  part  of  it  in  that  5^.7  Further: 
Beet.  5  prohibits  a^  set-off,  in  an  action  to  recover  wages,  "by  reason 
or  in  respect  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  had  or  received  by 
the  plaintiff  as  or  on  account  of  his  wages  or  in  reward  for  his  labour, 
or  by  reason  or  in  respect  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  sold, 
delivered,  or  supplied  to  such  artiBcer  at  any  shop  or  warehouse  kept 
by  or  belonging  to  such  employer."  Obviously  this  means  goods 
the  property  in  which  has  been  transferred  to  the  artificer.  It  r^^o 
is  ^impossible  to  say  in  this  case  that  goods  have  been  '*  sold,  >- 
delivered,  or  supplied  at  any  shop  or  warehouse"  to  the  plaintiff, 
within  the  meaning  of  that  section.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the 
next  section.    Sect.  8  is  necessary  in  consequence  of  sect.  8. 

But  it  is  said  sect.  28  shows  that  this  case  is  within  the  statute. 
First,  this  statute,  which  makes  the  doing  of  what  it  prohibits  a  mis- 
demeanor (sect.  9),  ought  not  to  be  extended  by  implication.  But  it 
seems  to  me  that  this  section  shows  the  present  case  is  not  within  the 
statute.  It  enacts  that  it  shall  not  prevent  the  employer  supplying 
the  artificer  with  medicine,  or  fuel,  or  materials,  tools,  or  implements, 
to  be  by  such  artificer  employed  in  his  trade,  if  such  artificer  be  em- 
ployed in  mining.  Now,  such  a  case  would  have  been  within  the 
letter,  but  not  the  spirit,  of  the  statute ;  therefore  it  was  excepted  by 
this  section.  The  miner  requires  tools  and  lights;  the  best  for  both 
master  and  artificer  is  that  the  latter  should  be  at  the  expense  of 
them ; — it  insures  an  economical  use  of  them  by  him.  If  his  master 
sold  him  those  tools,  as  is  also  convenient,  it  would  be  within  the 
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letter  of  the  Act.  His  wages  are  fixed  at  a  certain  amount ;  to  earn 
them  he  must,  indeed,  buy  tools ;  but  he  acquires  the  property  in 
them,  may  sell  them  if  he  likes,  may  use  them  when  much  worn,  or 
throw  them  aside  when  little  worn ;  their  goodness  and  condition  he 
alone  is  interested  in.  It  is  true,  he  cannot  earn  his  wages  without 
them,  neither  can  he  without  his  clothes  and  his  food ;  but  they  are 
not,  any  more  than  those  articles,  a  fixed  sum,  as  here,  to  be  taken 
into  account  in  estimating  his  wa^es.  He  is  at  the  risk  of  them,  and 
their  cost  to  him  will  vary  according  to  his  care  and  prudence,  like 
^A-t  the  cost  of  his  clothes  and  food.  They  *are  therefore  within  the 
J  words  of  the  Act,  but,  not  being  within  the  mischief  to  be  pre- 
vented by  it,  are  excepted  from  its  provisions.  But  suppose  the  miner 
and  master  agreed  it  would  be  better  that  the  latter  should  find  the 
materials  and  tools  at  his  own  risk,  and  suppose  they  could  not  agree 
what  piece  wages  should  be  paid,  but  that  they  could  agree  that,  one 
week  with  another,  a  fair  sum  for  candles  and  tools  was  Is.  more  when 
the  miner  was  diligent,  less  when  he  was  not ;  and  suppose,  therefore, 
they  agreed  to  continue  the  old  piece  work  prices,  but  start  with  Is. 
against  the  miner — that  is  the  present  case — would  it  be  within  the 
Act  ?  I  say,  no.  If  it  would,  it  certainly  would  not  be  within  sect. 
23,  as  no  materials  or  tools  would  have  been  supplied  to  the  miner, 
which  means  that  the  property  has  passed.  The  medicine  supplied 
does  not  mean  lent  or  given,  to  be  returned,  neither  is  that  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  as  to  the  tools.  The  same  reason  applies  to  the  pro- 
vision as  to  hay,  &c.  An  agreement  to  pay  wages  by  allowing  the 
occupation  of  a  tenement  at  so  much  rent  would  be  within  the  letter 
of  sect.  1,  but  not  within  its  spirit,  and  is  therefore  excepted.  So  of 
the  rest  of  that  section. 

But  sect.  26  is  referred  to,  which  defines  "wages,"  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Act,  to  be,  "  any  money  or  other  thing  had,  or  contracted  to  be 
paid,  delivered,  or  given  as  a  recompense,  reward,  or  remuneration 
for  any  labour  done  or  to  be  done ;"  and  it  is  asked,  were  the  benefits 
represented  by  8*.  9rf.,  viz.,  the  use  of  the  frame  and  machine,  fire, 
light,  &;c.,  given  by  the  defendants  to  the  plaintiff  in  exchange  for, 
and  as  part  of,  the  earnings  of  his  labour  or  not?  And  it  is  contended 
that  they  were  given  by  the  master  to  the  workman,  and  had  by  the 
*951  workman  n*om  the  master;  that  they  were  not  given  for  *nothing, 
■'  and  so  were  given  for  the  labour,  the  workman  having  nothing 
else  to  give,  and  giving  nothing  else.  If  I  am  right  in  my  opinion, 
though  I  may  not  be  able  to  detect  it,  a  fallacy  lurks  in  this  argument. 

I  think  I  can  show  what  that  fallacy  is ;  but,  before  doing  so,  I 
think  I  can  demonstrate  it  is  there.  Suppose  two  men  work  for  the 
same  employer,  in  the  same  factory,  having  equally  "the  use  of  a 
frame,  machine,  fire,  light,"  &c.  One,  A.,  works  on  the  terms  on 
which  the  plaintiff  worked;  the  other,  B..  on  the  terms  of  being  paid 
5rf.  per  dozen.  Suppose  each  makes  twenty-two  dozen  and  a  half 
heels  in  a  week,  each  will  be  paid  9s.  4|g?.  for  his  work  at  the  end  of 
it.  Now,  has  the  employer  given  "  the  use  of  a  frame,  machine,  fire, 
light,"  &c.,  to  A.  more  than  he  has  given  it  to  B.,  so  as  to  be  within 
the  Truck  Act?  Impossible;  for,  if  so,  every  master  who  found  any 
tool,  or  machine,  or  room  for  his  workman  would  be  within  that  Act. 
I  believe  carpenters  always  find  their  own  tools,  which  are  expensive 
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in  the  first  instance,  and  require  renewals  and  sharpening.  Suppose 
a  master  employed  a  carpenter,  who  found  his  own  tools,  at  6s.  a  day, 
and  another,  whom  he  supplied  with  tools,  at  45.  6c?.  a  day,  would 
either,  and,  if  so,  which,  be  within  the  Truck  Act  ?  I  do  not  know 
how  the  fact  is,  but  suppose  a  journeyman  tailor,  who  worked  away 
from  his  master's  workshop,  got  greater  wages  than  one  who  worked 
at  it,  on  account  of  his  not  occupying  room,  &c.,  would  that  be  within 
the  Act  ?     It  cannot  be. 

I  say,  then,  some  fallacy  lurks  in  this  argument;  what  it  is  I  will 
attempt  to  point  out.  Pure  wages  are  the  price  of  labour  alone — 
simple  labour.  As  soon  as  a  tool  is  used,  capital  is  used,  and  if  the 
tools  are  the  labourer's  *he  is  a  capitalist,  and  part  of  what  he  r^^Q^ 
receives  is  the  profit  of  his  capital.  (Eicardo's  Principles  of  ^ 
Political  Economy,  c.  1,  s.  8.)  This  may  be  made  plain,  I  think.  If 
I  employ  a  man  to  thresh  my  wheat  at  so  much  a  quarter,  and  he 
threshed  it  with  a  flail,  what  he  receives  would  be  called  "  wages," 
the  value  of  the  use  of  the  flail  being  inappreciable  in  the  sum  he 
charges.  But  if  he  used  a  threshing  machine  and  steam  engine,  what 
he  receives  would  not  be  called  "  wages,"  but  the  hire  of  the  machine 
and  engine,  with  men  to  attend  and  work  them.  Now,  let  me  not  be 
misunderstood.  I  do  not  say  that  what  the  man  with  the  flail  receives, 
nor  what  the  carpenter  with  his  tools  receives,  nor  what  the  working 
hosier  who  finds  the  frame  and  machine,  fire,  light,  &c.,  receives,  are 
not  properly  called  "  wages,"  and  wages  within  the  Truck  Act.  They 
are ;  the  labour  is  the  principal  thing,  and  the  flail,  the  tools,  "  the 
frame  and  machine,  fire,  light,"  &c.,  so  subordinate  and  ancillary  that 
the  total  price  is  properly  called  "  wages."  On  the  other  hand,  the 
tool  or  machine  may  be  so  much  the  principal  thing,  and  the  labour 
so  subordinate  and  ancillary  that  "  wages"  would  be  an  incorrect 
term  to  use  to  describe  the  total  price.  Nor  am  I  proposing  to  draw 
any  line  where  "  wages"  would  cease  to  be  the  right  word,  but  only 
to  show  that  there  is  a  case  where  the  machine  or  tool  is  so  the  prin-. 
cipal  ingredient  that  the  payment  is  principally  on  account  of  it; 
and,  therefore,  where  the  use  of  the  machine  or  tool  is  of  appreciable 
value,  part  of  the  payment  to  the  labourer  must  be  in  respect  of  it ;  so 
that,  when  the  working  man  finds  his  own  "  frame  and  machine,  fire, 
light,"  &c.,  part  of  his  "wages"  is,  in  reality,  a  compensation  for  the 
use  of  them ;  when  he  does  not  find  them,  he  is  in  no  sense  paid  for 
them,  ♦The  man  who  works  at  5d.  a  dozen  is  not,  neither  is  ^^^^ 
the  man  who  works  at  7d.  a  dozen,  with  a  fixed  deduction  of  '- 
Ss.  9d,  for  the  use  of  the  frame  and  machine,  fire,  light,  &c.  They  are 
not  given  to  him,  I  submit,  any  more  than  the  tailor's  shop  is  given 
to  the  journeyman  ;  any  more  than  the  tools  in  the  case  I  have  sup- 
posed are  given  to  the  carpenter ;  nor  any  more  than  a  ship  is  given 
to  sailors,  who  receive  wages;  nor  are  they,  to  my  mind,  in  any  sense 
the  remuneration,  recompense,  or  reward  of  his  labour:  they  are 
things  furnished  to  him  to  labour  with. 

This  reasoning  also  seems  to  me  to  answer  the  argument,  that  if 
the  workman  has  contracted  with  a  third  person  to  supply  him  with 
the  things  supplied  by  the  master,  the  stocking  heels  would  have 
clearly  represented  a  value  of  Id,  a  dozen ;  so  they  would,  and  so  they 
do  when  they  are  made  by  the  man  who  makes  at  5d.  a  dozen,  with 
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no  fixed  deduction  of  85.  9rf.,  because  they  represent  the  value  of  the 
labour  and  the  value  of  the  use  of  the  tools;  and,  therefore,  the  ques- 
tion, Can  the  stocking  heels  represent  less  labour  only,  or  more,  ac- 
cording as  the  workman  hires  the  implements  for  making  them  from 
one  person  or  another  ?  may  be  safely  answered,  No ;  nor  do  they 
represent  less  compensation  for  the  use  of  the  frame  and  machine,  fire, 
light,  &;c.,  in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other. 

Again  :  it  is  said,  suppose  the  workman  makes  for  his  master  only 
six  dozen  and  a  half  heels  in  a  week,  what  does  the  master  pay  for 
them  ?  Sevenpence  a  dozen,  or  does  he  get  them  for  nothing  ?  I  say 
neither;  and  if  he  makes  another  six  dozen  and  a  half,  and  gets  pre- 
cisely 3^.  9d,  will  the  last  Ss.  dd.  be  wages,  and  the  first  not,  or  is 
*981  *^®^®  ^^y  other  difference,  except  that  the  last  *is  paid  for  in  cur- 
-*  rent  coin,  and  the  other  otherwise  than  in  current  coin.  I  say 
that  there  is  no  first  or  last  Ss.  9d.  Why  cannot  the  man  who  works 
at  5rf.  a  dozen  say  the  same  thing — thus,  "  I  make  twenty-two  dozen 
and  a  half  a  week ;  my  master  supplies  me  with  frame  and  machine, 
fire,  light,  &c.  Does  he  do  so  for  nothing,  or  do  I  pay  for  them  ?  Not 
for  nothing;  therefore  I  pay  for  them;  but  if  so,  I  pay  for  them  in 
labour,  and  labour  only.  How  much?  Why,  their  value,  3s.  9rf.  a 
week;  that  is  to  say,  I  make  six  dozen  and  a  half  a  week  really  in 
payment  for  the  frame  and  machine,  fire,  light,  &c. ;  or  I  am  paid  for 
them  by  the  supply  of  the  frame  and  machine,  fire,  light,  &c.  I 
therefore  am  only  paid  in  money  for  the  residue,  sixteen  dozen,  and  I 
receive  9«.  4Jrf.  I  receive  for  the  last  sixteen  dozen  I  make  7rf.  a 
dozen ;  and  my  case,  therefore,  is  the  same  as  the  plaintifi'^s,  and 
within  the  Truck  Act." 

Again :  could  the  defendants,  in  this  case,  in  calculating  the  cost 
of  the  stocking  heels,  say  that  the  first  six  dozen  and  a  half  had  cost 
them  nothing  for  labour,  but  only  the  use  of  the  frame  and  machine, 
fire,  light,  &;c.,  and  the  last  sixteen  dozen  had  cost  them  only  labour, 
and  nothing  for  their  frame  and  machine,  firelight,  &;c.7  That  cannot 
be.  Take  the  case  of  two  carpenters — one,  A.,  finds  his  tools,  and  is 
paid  Ss,  a  day;  the  other,  B.,  has  them  found  by  the  master,  and  is 
paid  25.  6^.  a  day ;  at  the  end  of  the  week  A.  is  paid  18^.,  B.  is  paid 
155.  Has  B.  worked  one  day  for  nothing,  or  been  paid  for  it  by  the 
use  of  the  tools?  I  say  neither.  If  not,  would  it  make  any  differ- 
ence that  they  were  paid  piece-work  instead  of  day-work,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  week  received,  as  before,  18s,  and  15«.  respectively  ?  Again, 
^gg-|  I  say,  no.  If  not,  would  it  make  any  difference  *that  B.  was  to 
^  be  paid  piece-work  at  the  same  rate  as  A.,  with  a  fixed  deduction 
of  Ss.  per  week  because  the  tools  were  furnished  him?  I  cannot  think 
it  would.     That  is  this  case. 

In  truth,  the  contract  in  its  entirety  between  the  parties  must  be 
looked  at.  The  whole  of  the  agreement  of  the  master  is  the  consider- 
ation for  the  whole  of  the  agreement  of  the  workman.  The  master  is 
content  to  find  the  frame  and  machine,  fire,  light,  &c.,  and  let  7d.  per 
dozen  be  taken  as  the  price,  if  the  workman  is  content  to  start  with  a 
fixed  .deduction  ofSs.  dd.  The  workman  is  content  to  start  with  that 
fixed  deduction  if  the  master  will  find  the  frame  and  machine,  fire, 
light,  &c.,  and  let  7rf.  a  dozen  be  taken  as  the  price.  And,  in  truth, 
neither  the  first  six  dozen  and  a  half  is  paid  for  by  the  use  of  the  frame 
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and  machine,  fire,  light,  &c.,  any  more  than  the  second  or  any  other 
six  dozen  and  a  half.  It  might  equally  well  be  said  by  the  plaintiff, 
whea  he  makes  twenty-two  dozen  and  a  half  a  week — that  is,  three 
dozen  and  three-quarters  daily — and  receives  at  the  end  of  the  week 
13«.  1  Jrf.  less  8».  9rf.,  "  I  have  earned  a  sixth  of  ISs.  1  Jc?.,  that  is,  2«. 
2J^.  each  day,  but  I  have  been  paid  only  Is.  6|rf.  a  day,  which,  at  the 
rate  of  Id.  a  dozen,  shows  that  I  have  been  paid  in  money  for  about 
two  dozen  five-eighths  only,  at  7cL  a  dozen;  therefore  J  have  made 
my  first  one  dozen  and  one-eighth  heels  daily  for  nothing,  unless  paici 
by  the  use  of  the  frame  and  machine,  fire,  light,  &c. ;"  or  he  might  go 
farther,  and  say,  "  I  work  twelve  hours  a  day,  therefore  I  am  paid 
nothing  for  the  first  heel  and  one-eighth  in  each  hour,  unless  by  the 
use  of  the  frame  and  machine,  fire,  light,  &c."  In  truth,  no  one  part 
of  his  work  is  paid  in  a  way  different  to  any  other.  If  he  makes 
*six  dozen  and  a  half  only  in  the  week,  and  so  at  the  end  re-  r»i  aa 
ceives  nothing,  I  say  that  the  master  does  not  pay  7d.  a  dozen  ^ 
for  them,  nor  does  he  get  them  for  nothing.  He  has  given  to  the 
workman  the  right  to  charge  7d.  a  dozen  for  all  he  makes  beyond,  and 
it  might  as  well  be  said  that  the  workman  had  the  frame  and  machine, 
fire,  light,  Ac,  given  to  him  for  nothing  as  to  all  the  heels  made  after 
the  first  six  dozen  and  a  half.  If  the  workman  does  not  avail  himself 
of  the  right  by  making  more,  he  has  not  the  less  had  it.  Suppose,  by 
great  skill  and  diligence,  he  made  thirty  dozen  a  week,  is  he  not  bet- 
ter off  than  the  man  paid  at  6d.  a  dozen?  Why  ?  By  having  used 
the  right.  It  is  true  that  the  quantity  of  work  to  be  given  is  at  the 
option  of  the  master ;  but  it  is  not  contended  that  if  the  master  con- 
tracted to  give  as  much  as  the  workman  could  do,  the  case  would  not 
be  within  the  Act,  but  is  because  he  does  not  so  contract.  That  makes 
no  difference  in  the  question. 

I  think  this  answers  the  arguments  I  have  referred  to,  but  1  protest 
against  those  being  taken  to  be  real  grounds  because  I  cannot  answer 
them ;  and  I  call  attention  to  arguments  in  favour  of  the  defendants 
which  have  received  no  answer,  viz.,  that  whatever  can  be  argued  of 
this  case  could  equally  be  said  of  the  man  who  works  at  5d,  a  dozen, 
and  that  though  the  Ss.  9d,  is  arrived  at  in  a  particular  way,  the  rea- 
sons in  the  minds  of  the  master  and  workman  may  be  entirely  differ- 
ent; and  there  is  no  difference^in  principle  between  this  case  and  one 
where  Ss.  9d.  had  been  fixed  arbitrarily,  and  without  reference  to  any 
basis  of  calculation,  save  that  7d.  a  dozen,  less  Ss.  9c?.,  was  a  fair  price. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  case  is  neither  *within   r#i  ai 
the  letter  nor  spirit  of  the  Act,  and  that  there  are  collateral   '■ 
guides  in  the  statute  to  the  same  conclusion. 

Independently  of  that,  there  is  the  case  of  Chawner  v.  Cummings, 
8  Q.  B.  811  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  55),  decided  now  more  than  fifteen  years 
ago.  Since  that  decision  the  practice  described  in  this  case  has  been  * 
adopted  in  the  three  great  counties  of  the  trade,  though  not  uniformly. 
In  Dalby  v.  The  India  and  London  Life  Assurance  Company,  15  C. 
B.  865,  392  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  80),  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  speak- 
ing  of  a  case  cited,  say,  **  Though  we  are  quite  satisfied  that  it  was 
founded  on  a  mistaken  ^analogy,  and  wrong,  we  should  hesitate  to 
overrule  it,  though  sitting  in  a  Court  of  error,  if  it  had  been  constantly 
approved  and  followed,  and  not  questioned,  though  many  opportuni- 
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ties  had  been  offered  to  question  it.*'  They  proceed  to  say  that  it  has 
not  been  acted  on,  but  disregarded,  and  they  overrule  it.  Apply  those 
remarks  to  this  case.  The  Court  was  satisfied  the  decision  was  wrong, 
yet  they  would  hesitate  to  overrule  it  if  acted  on.  Can  this  Court  be 
satisfied  Chawner  v.  Cummings,  8  Q.  B.  811  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  55),  is 
wrong?  As  to  being  acted  upon,  it  has  been  so  to  an  extent  that 
makes  the  consequences  of  reversing  it  frightful  to  contemplate.  The 
litigation  will  be  enormous;  the  temptation  to  fraudulent  claims  by 
artificers  who  have  no  real  cause  of  complaint  against  their  masters, 
but  who  can  bring  their  cases  within  the  present,  will  be  irresistible 
and  most  mischievous;  and  persons  who  have  acted  with  perfect 
honesty  and  fairness,  trusting  to  that  decision,  will  find  themselves,  by 
its  reversal,  turned  into  criminals,  subject  to  indictment  (sect.  9),  and 
*1021  ^^*^^®  ^  ^^^  oppression  and  extortion  *consequent  thereon.  If 
•'  ever  there  was  a  case  in  which  it  was  better  to  persist  in  a 
wrong  construction  of  a  statute  (if  this  has  been  wrongly  construed, 
which  I  deny),  this  is  the  case. 

For  these  reasons  I  think  the  judgment  should  be  affirmed.  I  am 
not,  that  I  am  aware  o(  influenced  by  any  prejudice  against  the  policy 
of  the  statute,  nor  by  any  love  for  the  character  of  a  truck  master. 
I  think  every  right-minded  man  would  wish  the  artificer  to  have  his 
wages  in  the  way  they  are  most  useful  to  him,  viz.  in  coin,  to  do 
freely  with  them  as  he  pleases ;  and  though  it  mav  sometimes  be  bene* 
flcial  that  the  master  should  keep  a  shop  at  which  the  artificer  can  be 
supplied,  every  reflecting  person  will  see  that  is  so  liable  to  abuse 
that  it  may  be  better  no  one  should  be  permitted  to  do  it  Nor  have 
I  any  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  practice  stated  in  this  case.  I  >hink 
that  the  3^.  9d,  being  fixed,  though  the  work  given  to  the  artificer 
varies  at  the  pleasure  of  the  master,  is  very  objectionable.  I  do  not 
suppose,  with  my  brother  Hayes,  there  is  any  contrivance  by  which 
the  wages  of  a  particular  trade  can  be  permanently  depress^  below 
their  natural  price,  but  such  an  arrangement  gives  a  power  to  harass 
and  oppress,  and  practically  defraud,  mischievous  in  itself,  and  which, 
I  think,  no  well  disposed  person  would  desire  to  possess. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — This  action  is  brought,  under  the  1  &  2  W.  4,  c. 
87,  to  recover  wages  alleged  to  be  unpaid  in  coin,  and  to  have  been 
stopped  or  deducted  by  reason  of  a  claim  of  the  employer  against  the' 
workman  for  room,  light,  heat,  and  the  use  of  the  implement  or 
*1031  "^^^^^"^^  ^y  means  of  which  the  labour  of  the  workman  *wa8 
■I  performed;  and  it  is  brought  avowedly  to  question  in  this 
Court  of  error  the  decision  of  the  Queen's  Bench  in  Chawner  v.  Cum- 
mings, 8  Q.  B.  311  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  55).  If  that  case  was  well  de- 
cided, the  plaintiff  cannot  maintain  the  present  action. 

The  question  turns  entirely  on  the  true  construction  of  the  statute 
referred  to. 

There  is  a  very  old  rule  in  the  construction  of  statutes,  that  a  reme- 
dial law  shall  be  construed  liberally,  but  a  penal  law  strictly ;  and 
occasions  sometimes  arise  where  this  rule  is  applicable,  and  may 
govern  the  construction;  but,  whether  the  statute  be  remedial  or 
penal,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  ascertain  its  true  construction, 
according  to  the  language  used,  and  with  reference  to  the  subject 
about  which  it  is  used,  and  to  give  effect  to  that  which  they  discover 
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to  be  tbe  plain  meaning  of  the  legislature.  The  present  statute  is  a 
rerj  remarkable  one:  it  is  extremely  stringent  and  prohibitory;  it 
interferes  with  the  common  law  rights  of  masters  and  servants  in 
making  their  contracts,  and  it  is  in  some  respects  penal ;  it  renders 
null  any  payment,  however  honest,  and  any  set-off,  however  just  and 
correct,  if  contrary  to  the  statute ;  its  general  policy  and  object  is  not 
avowed  and  declared  by  the  legislature ;  it  is  a  collection  of  enact- 
ments to  which  we  are  bound  to  give  effect,  but  which  we  cannot  ex- 
tend, under  the  notion  of  acting  in  the  spirit  of  the  statute ;  and  the 
question  is,  does  the  statute  in  any  of  its  enactments  apply  to  the 
present  case  ? 

There  is  nothing  in  the  case  before  us  to  throw  any  doubt  on  the 
bona  fides  of  the  contract  between  the*  employer  and  the  artificer. 
We  must  assume  that  this  *is  not  an  arrangement  to  evade  or  pi /u 
defeat  the  statute,  but  is  the  honest  agreement  between  the  ^ 
parties ;  and  with  that  assumption,  which  I  think  we  are  bound  to 
make,  what  are  the  wages  of  the  plaintiff?  Certainly  not  the  entire 
sum  claimed,  for  that  includes  matter  which  is  not  furnished  by  him, 
but  by  the  master.  Is,  then,  the  agreement  anything  more  than  a 
detail  of  the  manner  in  which  the  wages  shall  be  calculated  and  ascer- 
tained? Or  is  the  use  of  the  machine  a  mode  of  payment?  I  think 
not.  Suppose  the  marketable  value  of  the  article  produced  were 
made  the  basis  of  the  calculation,  and  there  were  deducted  from  that, 
first,  the  material  of  which  it  was  composed  ;  then  the  other  matters 
mentioned  in  this  case,  and  the  balance  remaining  were  taken  to  be  the 
wages  due,  could  it  be  said  that  the  workman  was  entitled  to  recover 
the  full  marketable  value  of  the  article  as  wages,  and  that  the  value 
of  the  material  was  a  deduction  from  his  wages  prohibited  by  the 
statute.  I  should  say,  very  clearly,  no.  And  I  cannot  in  principle 
distinguish  the  case  before  us  from  the  case  here  supposed.  The  de- 
duction of  the  value  of  the  material  from  the  marketable  value  of 
the  article  is  so  obviously  a  matter  of  plain  justice,  that  I  cannot  con- 
oeire  any  one  acquainted  with  the  subject  entertaining  any  doubt 
about  it ;  and  the  benefit  the  workman  derives  from  the  use  of  the 
machine  and  the  deduction  made  in  consequence  appear  to  me  to  stand 
upon  precisely  the  same  footing. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  the  case  of  Chawner  v.  Gummings,  8  Q.  B. 
311  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  55),  was  rightly  decided,  and  that  ihe  judgment 
of  the  Queen's  Bench  ought  to  be  affirmed. 

This  CJourt  being  equally  divided,  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  will  be  affirmed. 

*  Hayes,  Serjt.,  for  the  plaintiff,  asked  what  direction  the  i-^iqc 
Court  would  give  as  to  costs.  •■ 

Pollock,  C.  B. — The  general  rule  is,  that  costs  follow  the  affirm- 
ance of  the  judgment  of  the  Court  below. (a)  Is  there  any  rule  as  to 
costs  in  appeals  to  the  House  of  Lords  when  the  Law  Lords  are 
equally  divided  in  opinion  ?  Our.  adv.  vult. 

Feb.  3.  C.  0.  Mereweiher  said  that  the  defendants  did  not  ask  for 
costs. 

In  Easter  Vacation,  May  14, 

Pollock,  C.  B.  said. — The  Court  being  equally  divided  there  will 

(a)  Sm  YottDg  V.  MoeU«r,  0  E.  A  B.  081  (B.  C.  L.  R.  toI.  88). 

B.  a  8.,  VOL.  ir.— 6 
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be  no  costs:  the  judgment  of  the  Court  below  is  affirmed  without 
costs.  Judgment  afSirmed  without  costs.. 

Notice  of  appeal  to  the  Hoiue  of  Lordi  hai  been  given. 


^-^^T  ♦THOMPSON  and   Others  v.  THE   NORTH    EASTERN 
^"^-1  RAILWAY  COMPANY.     [Nov.  22,  I860.] 

Dock  Company. — Negligence. — Skip  going  out  of  dock. — Knowledge  of  Pilot  in  charge. 

In  an  action  by  the  owners  of  a  ibip  against  the  proprietors  of  a  dock  and  tidal  basin,  made 
under  the  powers  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  for  the  use  of  which  they  were  entitled  to  receive 
tolls,  St  appeared  that  the  dock  and  basin  were  opened  for  public  use  on  the  Sd  March,  1859. 

The  basin  opened  into  the  rirer  T.  between  two  piers,  distant  120  feet  apart :  in  constracting 
the  basin  a  bank  was  pat  across  it  for  keeping  oat  the  water  daring  the  ezearation :  when  the 
eicatation  was  completed,  the  operation  of  cutting  through  the  bank  was  commenced,  and,  at 
the  time  of  the  accident  to  the  plaintiffs'  ship,  a  channel  70  feet  wide  had  been  cleared  through 
the  bank,  opposite  the  middle  of  the  space  between  the  piers  at  the  entrance  of  the  basin :  at 
the  time  when  the  dock  was  opened,  the  70  feet  channel  had  been  excavated  to  aboat  3  feet  0 
inches  above  the  bottom  of  the  rest  of  the  basin,  and  the  dredging  of  the  ehannel  was  eontin- 
ned  ttom  that  time  until  the  plaintiffs'  ship  went  out  The  plaintiffs'  ship,  which  was  of  674 
tons  burthen,  entered  the  dock  on  the  9th  March,  and,  having  received  a  cargo,  went  out  on 
the  19th  March  under  the  charge  of  a  river  pilot,  and,  whilst  proceeding  through  the  basin, 
grounded  on  the  bank.  The  channel  was  not  marked  by  buoys  or  otherwise.  Tlie  pilot,  who 
had  taken  a  larger  ship  out  on  the  8th  March,  knew  the  state  of  the  basin.  Held  by  this  Court, 
and  affirnted  by  the  Bichequer  Chamber, 

1.  That  it  was  the  duty  of  the  defendants  to  take  reasonable  care  to  make  their  dock  and 
basin  safe  for  navigation  before  they  opened  them  to  the  public ;  and  therefore  they  were  lia- 
ble for  negligence  in  opening  them  before  the  channel  had  been  well  cleared. 

2.  That  assuming  the  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  basin  by  the  pilot  to  be  the  knowledge 
of  the  plaintiffs,  it  was  no  excuse  for  the  defendants,  inasmuch  as  they  contended  that  the  state 
of  the  basin  was  not  such  as  to  make  it  imprudent  to  take  the  vessel  out;  and  the  jary  had 
negatived  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  charge  of  the  vessel. 

Thk  first  count  of  the  declaration  alleged  that  the  plaintifis  were 
the  owners  of  a  vessel  called  The  New  Zealand,  then  loaded  with  a 
cargo  of  coals,  and  that  the  vessel  was  about  to  proceed  from  Shields 
to  Aden,  and  that  the  defendants  were  the  owners  of  a  dock  and  a 
basin  called  "  The  low  water  basin,"  constructed  unjier  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament, and  received  rates  from  vessels  navigating  the  dock ;  and 
that  the  defendants,  though  they  well  knew  that  the  said  "  Low  water 
basin"  was,  by  the  irregular  depth  of  the  bottom  thereof  and  of  cer- 
^1071  ^^^  great  ^accumulations  and  ridges  of  earth  and  stone  across 
•'  the  same,  in  an  unfit  and  dangerous  state  for  vessels  suffered 
and  permitted  by  the  defendants  to  navigate  the  same,  did  not  take 
due  and  reasonable  care  to  put  the  same  in  a  fit  state  for  that  purpose, 
and  negligently  suffered  the  basin  to  be  navigated  whilst  it  was  in  a 
dangerous  state,  insomuch  that  the  plaintiffs'  vessel,  whilst  navigating 
the  basin  with  her  cargo,  struck  upon  the  irregular  bottom  and  upon 
a  ridge;  and  that  the  defendants  further  neglected  their  duty  by 
suffering  the  basin  to  be  open  for  navigation  of  vessels  of  the  size  and 
draught  of  water  of  the  plaintiffs'  when  the  basin  wad,  as  the  defend- 
ants knew,  in  an  unfit  and  dangerous  state  to  be  navigated  by  such 
vessels,  and  that  by  reason  thereof  the  plaintiffs'  vessel  ran  on  a 
ridge. 

The  second  count  alleged  that  the  defendants  did  not  take  due  and 
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reasonable  care  in  making  and  constructing  the  basin  so  as  to  be  in  a 
dt  and  proper  state  for  vessels  lawfully  using  the  dock  and  passing 
through  the  basin,  and  that  by  their  carelessness  a  large  heap  or  ridge 
of  earth  and  rock  was  left  remaining  in  the  basin,  and  that  the  plain- 
tiffs' vessel,  whilst  lawfully  navigating  the  basin,  ran  on  such  rock  or 
ridge. , 

The  third  count  was  on  an  alleged  promise  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendants, in  consideration  of  the  plaintiffs  using  the  dock  for  their 
vessel  and  paying  the  rates,  that  the  defendants  would  take  reasonable 
care  to  keep  and  maintain  the  basin  in  a  fit  state  to  be  navigated  by 
the  plaintiffs'  vessel,  and  alleged  that  the  vessel  was  lost  through  a 
breach  of  that  promise. 

The  defendants  pleaded,  to  the  first  and  second  counts,  that  they 
were  not  guilty :  and,  to  the  third  count,  thirdly,  a  denidl  of  the  pro- 
mise; fourthly,  a  denial  of  the  *breaoh  of  the  agreement ;  and,  r*iQo 
fifthly,  that  the  plaintifi&  had  notice  of  the  state  of  the  basin  at  '- 
the  time  their  vessel  was  navigated  through  the  basin,  and  might,  by 
reasonable  care  in  navigating  the  vessel  through  the  basin,  have 
avoided  all  damage  to  the  vessel. 

The  plaintiff  joined  issue  on  these  pleas. 

On  the  trial,  before  Cockburn,  G.  J.,  at  the  sittings  at  Guildhall, 
after  Hilary  Term,  1860,  it  appeared  that  the  defendants  were  the 
owners  of  certain  docks  and  works  constructed  by  them  near  the  river 
Tjne,  under  the  powers  of  "  The  Jar  row  Dock  and  Railway  Act,  1864,*' 
17  &  18  Vict.  c.  clxiv.,  and  other  Acts  of  Parliament.  They  consisted 
of  a  dock  of  two  locks,  one  called  the  80  feet  look  and  the  other  the« 
60  feet  lock,  leading  from  the  dock  to  a  tidal  basin,  through  which 
vessels  leaving  the  dock  had,  after  passing  through  one  or  other  of 
the  locks,  to  navigate  to  reach  the  river  Tyne.  Plans  of  the  dock, 
locks,  and  tidal  basin  were  put  in  evidence.  The  plaintiffs  were  the 
owners  of  the  New  Zealand,  which  was  a  vessel  of  674  tons  burden. 
The  New  Zealand  passed  from  the  Tyne  through  the  basin  into  the 
dock  on  the  9th  of  March,  1869,  being  then  in  ballast.  She  took  in  a 
cargo  of  coals  in  the  dock  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  Aden,  and 
on  the  19th  March,  being  then  fully  loaded  and  under  the  charge  of 
Morrison,  a  pilot  of  the  river  Tyne,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  at  the  top  of  a  spring  tide,  passed  through  the  80  feet  lock  into 
the  basin;  and  whilst  proceeding  through  the  basin,  towed  by  a  steam 
tug  for  the  purpose  of  passing  into  the  river  Tyne,  the  vessel  ran 
aground  in  the  basin,  and  though  she  was  got  ofl*  the  next  day,  she 
proved  nearly  a  total  wreck,  and  it  was  for  the  loss  of  the  vessel  the 
action  was  brought. 

•The  dock  was  opened  to  the  public  on  the  8d  March,  1869.  r«i  aa 
Before  the  dock  was  opened,  the  defendants  published  three  '- 
printed  bills;  one  dated  March  2d,  1869,  being  the  list  of  rates,  tolls, 
and  duties,  payable  under  the  Jarrow  Dock  and  Railway  Act,  1864; 
another,  being  a  notice  of  the  mooring  and  police  charges  which  might 
be  levied  on  all  vessels  entering  the  docks  after  the  4th  March,  1869 ; 
and  a  third,  dated  March  Sd,  1869,  being  rules  and  regulations  to  be 
observed  by  masters  of  ships,  steam-boat  pilots,  and  others.  The  basin 
is  9|  acres  in  extent,  and  opens  into  the  river  Tyne.  The  opening 
into  (be  river  Tyne  is  through  two  pier  heads  or  jetties,  through 
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which  there  is  a  space  of  about  120  feet;  the  distance  from  the  open- 
ing between  the  jetties  to  the  80  feet  lock  was  640  feet.  In  con- 
structing the  basin,  a  dam  or  bank  was  put  across  from  east  to 
west,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  out  the  water  during  the  excava- 
tion :  when  the  excavation  was  completed,  and  the  water  was  let  into 
the  dock,  the  operation  of  cutting  through  the  bank  was  commenced, 
and  continued  until  a  channel  wiCs  formed.  At  ordinary  spring  tides 
the  depth  of  water  at  the  dock  sills  was  24  feet  6  inches ;  the  depth 
of  the  dock  was  25  feet ;  the  depth  of  the  basin,  as  far  as  the  bank, 
was  26  feet,  or  six  inches  more  than  at  the  dock  sill.  At  the  time 
when  the  dock  was  6pened,  a  channel  had  been  cleared  through  the 
bank,  70  feet  wide  opposite  the  middle  of  the  space  between  the  jetties 
at  the  entrance  of  the  basin,  through  which  vessels  had  to  pass.  Ves- 
sels going  out  of  the  80  feet  lock,  had  to  go  a  little  to  the  eastward  to 
get  into  the  channel,  and  vessels  going  out  of  the  60  feet  lock,  had  to 
go  a  little  to  the  westward.  At  the  time  when  the  dock  was  opened, 
the  70  feet  channel  had  been  excavated  to  about  S  feet  6  inches  above 
*1101  ^^®  bottom  of  *the  rest  of  the  basin,  and  8  feet  above  the  level 

-I  of  the  dock  sill,  and  the  dredging  of  the  channel  went  on  from 
that  time  until  the  New  Zealand  went  out,  during  which  period  8180 
tons  were  taken  out  from  the  basin.  Between  the  8d  and  the  19th 
March  several  vessels  passed  out,  which  were  piloted  out  by  the  regu- 
lar pilots.  Previously  to  the  opening  of  the  docks  the  pilots  used 
constantly  to  sound  in  the  channel ;  there  were  no  buoys,  marks,  or 
anything  to  indicate  the  margin  of  the  bank,  or  where  the  channel 
was.  It  was  intended  to  dredge  away  the  whole  of  the  bank,  and  to 
make  the  whole  of  the  basin  of  the  same  level.  The  defendants 
opened  the  dock  before  they  had  completed  the  basin,  because  they 
considered  that  the  Water  upon  the  bank  where  it  had  been  excavated, 
which  was  21  feet  6  inches  at  spring  tides,  would,  upon  the  whole,  for 
practical  purposes,  be  quite  sufficient  for  any  vessels  coming  into  the 
Tyne,  ana  that,  as  on  an  average  there  was  not  more  than  21  feet  6 
inches  of  water  upon  the  bar  of  the  river  at  spring  tide  high  water,  if 
vessels  could  enter  the  Tyne  at  all  it  was  quite  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  enter  the  Tyne  docks.  With  a  view  to  certain  projected  im- 
provements in  the  bar  of  the  Tyne,  the  level  of  the  lock  sill  had  been 
placed  8  feet  below  the  level  of  the  bar. 

One  of  the  plaintifib  was  on  board  the  New  Zealand  when  she 
started.  It  had  been  arranged  between  Bullock,  the  deputy  dock 
master  of  the  defendants,  and  Morrison,  who  had  been  engaged  by  the 
plaintiff  to  take  charge  of  the  vessel  out  of  the  dock  to  a  certain  point 
m  the  river,  where  the  sea  pilot  would  take  charge  of  her,  that  Bul- 
lock should  give  him  a  signal  when  it  was  high  water,  or  when  the 
depth  of  water  marked  on  the  dock  sill  was  6  feet  more  than  the  ves- 
*lin  ®®^  drew.     When  Bullock  accordingly  *gave  the  signal,  the 

-I  vessel  started,  towed  by  one  steamer  ahead  and  there  was  an- 
other steamer  astern;  there  was  a  strong  breeze,  west-south-west, 
blowing;  as  soon  as  the  vessel  got  out  of  the  dock  into  the  basin,  the 
helm  was,  put  a-port,  which  was  necessary  in  order  to  make  her  go  to 
the  eastward.  There  was  conflicting  evidence  as  to  whether  the  vessel 
answered  her  helm  before  she  grounded ;  and  as  to  whether  the  chains 
of  her  rudder  being  fouled  did  not  prevent  her  helm  being  put  aiport. 
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At  the  time  she  went  out  of  the  lock  the  depth  of  water  on  the  dock 
sill  was  24  feet  6  inches:  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bank  in  the  70 
feet  channel  was  from  8  to  4  feet  less.  Ou  the  8th  March,  with  a  sim- 
ilar tide,  Morrison  piloted  a  vessel  called  The  Oregon,  which  drew  20 
feet  7  inches,  out  of  the  dock  through  the  basin  into  the  river ;  the 
depth  of  water  marked  on  the  dock  sill  being  then  25  feet  6  inches. 
He  took  soundings  in  the  basin  before  he  took  The  Oregon  out.  He 
had  seen  the  dredgers  dredging  the  basin. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  left  the  following  questions  in  writing  to  the 
jury,  who  gave  the  answers  put  opposite  each  question. 

Was  there  negligence  in  the  defendants 

1.  In  opening  the  dock  and  basin  bofore  the  whole  of  the  ridge  or 
bank  had  been  removed,  and  the  bottom  of  the  basin  rendered  of  uni- 
form level  7  Yes.  Or  was  it  sufficient  to  leave  a  channel  of  70  feet 
wide  between  the  lock  gates  and  the  jetties  7    No. 

2.  Or  in  suffering  the  basin  to  remain  in  an  imperfect  condition,  if 
by  reasonable  diligence  they  might  have  perfected  it  by  the  time  of 
the  accident  7    Yes. 

8.  Or  in  permitting  vessels,  and  especially  a  vessel  of  this  burden, 
to  navigate  the  basin  in  its  then  condition  ?     Yes. 

*4.  In  permitting  them  to  do  so  without  notice  as  to  the  r«i  io 
course  and  extent  of  the  channel  7    Yes.  ^ 

If  negligence  in  either  of  these  particularS|established,  further  ques- 
tions necessary  to  be  answered. 

6.  Did  the  owners  of  the  ship,  or  either  of  them  7    No. 

6.  Or  did  the  pilot  who  had  charge  of  her  know  of  the  condition  of 
the  basin,  and  that  there  was  only  a  particular  channel  in  which  it  was 
necessarv  to  keep  7    Yes. 

7.  Dia  the  injury  to  the  vessel  arise  wholly  from  any  negligence 
of  the  defendants  7  Mainly.  Or  did  it  arise  either  in  the  whole  or 
in  any  material  degree  from  mismanagement  or  want  of  seamanship  of 
those  who  had  charge  of  the  vessel  7    Not  in  any  material  degree. 

8.  Or  from  the  accidental  fouling  of  the  chains  7    No. 

9.  Might  the  damage  have  been  avoided  by  the  exercise  of  due  care 
and  skill  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  charge  of  the  vessel  7    No. 

Upon  these  findings  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  directed  the  verdict  to 
be  entered  for  the  plaintiffs :  but  leaVe  was  given  to  the  defendants  to 
move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  them ;  either  on  the  ground  that  under  the 
circumstances  no  action  could  be  maintained,  or  that  on  the  findings 
of  the  jury  the  defendants  were  entitled  to  a  verdict  In  the  follow- 
ing Easter  Term, 

Sir  F.  Kelly  obtained  a  rule  calling  upon  the  plaintiffs  to  show  cause 
why  the  verdict  should  not  be  entered  for  the  defendants  on  the  plea 
of  not  guilty  to  the  first  and  second  counts,  and.  upon  the  third  and 
fifth  pleas,  to  the  third  count,  on  the  grounds  that  under  the  circum- 
stances the  action  was  not  maintainable ;  and  that  the  ^findings  r«i  i  o 
of  the  jury,  and  particularly  the  finding  that  the  pilot  in  charge  ^ 
of  the  New  Zealand  knew  of  the  condition  of  the  basin,  entitled  the 
defendants  to  the  verdict ;  or  why  there  should  not  be  a  new  trial  on 
the  ground  that  the  verdict  was  against  the  evidence. 

Bovilly  Jfanisty  and  Cfkasby  showed  cause,  citing  Tufif  v.  Warman, 
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in  error,  5  C.  B.  N.  S.  673  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  94),  and  Olayards  v.  0eth. 
wick,  12  a  B.  489  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  64). 

Sir  F.  Kelly,  S.  Temple  and  Mellish,  contri. 

CocKBURN,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opioion  that  this  rale  ought  to  be  dis> 
charged. 

With  regard  to  that  part  of  the  rale  which  is  grounded  on  the  ver- 
dict being  against  the  weight  of  evidence  on  the  issue  of  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  I  entirely  concur  with  the  verdict  of 
the  jury.  To  open  a  dock  for  vessels  of  large  burthen  as  well  as 
small  when  it  was  in  such  a  state  that  at  high  tides  the  water  in  the 
basin  would  appatently  be  throughout  of  the  depth  marked  upon  the 
sill,  and  yet  the  navigable  part  of  it  for  vessels  of  large  burthen  was 
restricted  to  little  more  than  half  the  apparent  width,  without  any 
notice  to  the  public,  and  without  pointing  out  the  narrower  and  deeper 
channel  by  buoys  or  other  indications,  I  think  is  negligence.  There- 
fore I  am  of  opinion  that  on  this  point  the  verdict  was  justified  by 
the  evidence. 

With  regard  to  the  other  point  on  the  evidence, — whether  the 
catastrophe  was  occasioned  entirely  by  the  negligence  of  the  defend- 
ants, or  whether  it  was  to  be  attributed  partly  to  the  negligence  of 
the  plaintiffs  in  navigating  their  vessel  so  as  to  occasion  the  fouling 
♦1141  ^^^^'^  *rudder  chains, — I  see  no  reason  for  disturbing  the  ver- 
^  diet ;  more  especially  when  one  considers  that  even  if  the  evi- 
dence had  preponderated  in  favour  of  the  defendants,  in  showing  that 
the  fact  of  the  vessel  not  answering  the  helm  was  occasioned  by  the 
fouling  of  the  rudder  chains,  that  might  have  been  the  result  of  pure 
aocident,  without  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  the 
verdict  would  have  been  a  proper  one  on  that  supposition.  For  if  by 
pure  accident,  without  any  negligence  in  the  person  who  sustains 
Injury,  circumstances  arise  which  would  not  have  been  attended  with 
disastrous  results  without  the  intervention  of  some  obstruction  or 
other  cause,  which  is  to  be  referred  to  the  negligence  of  the  party 
sought  to  be  charged,  the  party  guilty  of  the  negligence  is  liable  for 
the  injury  caused,  because  it  is  &irly  attributable  to  his  negligence, 
and  there  is  no  act  of  the  other  party  materially  conducing  to  it. 

There  remains  the  important  question,  whether  the  knowledge  of 
the  pilot  in  charge  of  the  vesseF  was  a  circumstance  which  so  affects 
the  plaintifib  that  it  may  be  said  that  the  allowing  the  vessel  to  be 
navigated  alon^  this  channel  under  the  circumstances  of  danger  which 
had  arisen  by  the  default  of  the  defendants  was  not  the  act  of  a  prudent 
owner.  The  first  question  which  arises  upon  this  part  of  the  case  is, 
whether  the  relation  of  pilot  and  shipowner  is  such  that  the  know- 
ledge which  the  pilot  haa  of  the  state  of  the  basin  must  be  taken  to  be 
the  knowledge  of  the  plaintiff.  It  is  not  necessary  to  decide  that 
question  in  this  case ;  because,  assuming  all  which  the  pilot  knew  to 
nave  been  known  by  the  plain tiffi,  that  knowledge  would  not  preclude 
the  riffht  of  the  plaintiffs  to  recover  in  the  present  action.  Clayards 
V.  Dethwick,  12  Q.  B.  439  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  64),  is  a  direct  authority 
*1151  ^^^  where  ^danger  has  been  created  by  the  wrongful  or  negli- 
^  gent  act  of  another,  if  a  man,  in  the  performance  of  a  lawful 
act,  voluntarily  exposes  himself  to  that  danger,  he  is  not  precluded 
from  recovering  for  injury  resulting  from  it,  unless  the  circumstances 
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«r6  such  that  the  jury  are  of  opinion  that  the  exposing  himself  to  that 
danger  was  a  want  of  common  or  ordinary  prudence  on  his  part. 
Now  that  issue  was  not  proposed  by  the  defendants  to  be  put  to  the 
jury.  They  stood  upon  the  fact  that  the  knowledge  of  the  statfe  of 
the  basin  by  the  pilot  was  the  knowledge  of  the  plaintifis,  and  was  in 
point  of  law  an  answer  to  their  claim.  But  that  is  not  so,  unless  the 
circumstances  were  such  that  the  attempt  to  navigate  the  ship  under 
them  was  an  act  which  no  man  of  ordinary  prudence  would  have 
committed  ;  and  to  raise  that  issue  would  have  been  altogether  incon- 
sistent with  the  case  which  the  defendants  were  most  anxious  in 
establish,  viz.,  that  there  had  been  no  negligence  whatever  on  their 
part.  We  must  dispose  of  the  case  on  the  facts  found  by  the  jury, 
and  on  those  facts  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  knowledge  of  the  pilot 
(assuming  that  it  was  the  knowledge  of  the  plaintiffs)  was  not  enough 
to  defeat  the  claim  of  the  plaintifis. 

Hill,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  first  question  is  whether 
there  was  evidence  to  warrant  the  jury  in  finding  that  the  defendants 
were  guilty  of  negligence  in  the  performance  of  the  duty,  cast  upon 
them.  It  is  important  first  to  see  what  that  duty  was.  The  defend- 
ants are  a  Company,  empowered  by  Act  of  Parliament,  to  construct 
docks  for  the  use  of  the  public,  and  to  *take  tolls  from  those  r^i ig 
who  use  the  docks,  and  to  appropriate  those  tolls  to  their  own  *- 
purposes.  The  law  applicable  to  this  case  is  distinctly  laid  down  in 
Gibbs  V.  The  Trustees  of  the  Liverpool  Docks,  8  H.  &  N.  164,  and  in 
Parnaby  v.  The  Lancaster  Canal  Company,  in  error,  11  A.  &  E.  228, 
280  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  89),  there  cited.  In  the  last-mentioned  case 
Tindal,  C.  J.,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  said  (pp.  242, 
243),  "  The  Company  made  the  canal  for  their  profit,  and  opened  it 
to  the  public  upon  the  payment  of  tolls  to  the  Company:  and  the 
comi^on  law,  in  such  a  case,  imposes  a  duty  upon  the  proprietors,  not 
prhaps  to  repair  the  canal,  or  absolutely  to  free  it  from  obstructions, 
but  to  take  reasonable  care,  so  long  as  they  keep  it  open  for  the 
public  use  of  all  who  may  choose  to  navigate  it,  that  they  may  navi- 
gate it  without  danger  to  their  lives  or  property."  The  duty  of  the 
defendants,  therefore,  was  to  take  reasonable  care  that  their  dock  and 
basin  were  kept  so  free  from  obstruction  that  those  who  used  them 
might  do  so  without  danger  to  their  property.  It  was  proved  that  an 
obstruction  was  left  across  a  considerable  portion  of  the  tidal  basin, 
directly  and  materially  interfering  with  the  navigation ;  and  it  was  a 
question  of  &ct  for  the  jury  whether  the  leaving  that  obstruction  was 
or  was  not  an  act  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  looking 
at  negligence  by  the  light  of  the  expressions  used  bv  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  Chamber,  in  the  passage  which  I  have  reaa.  The  evidence 
appears  to  me  abundantly  to  warrant  the  verdict  given  by  the  jury  on 
that  point. 

The  next  question  is,  whether  the  knowledge  of  the  pilot  of  the 
state  of  the  basin  disentitled  the  plaintiff  from  recovering  in  the  action. 
I  subscribe  to  all  that  the  *Lord  Chief  Justice  has  said  upon  r«i  i  ^ 
that  point.  We  do  not  decide  that  the  knowledge  of  the  pilot  ^ 
was  the  knowledge  of  the  plaintiffs;  but,  assuming  that  it  was,  there 
is  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  show  that  the  pilot  had  such  knowledge 
as  would  have  prevented  a  man  of  ordinary  prudence  from  attempting 


Digitized  by 


Google 


117  THOMPSON  V,  N.  E.  RAILWAY  CO.    [M.  T.  I860.] 

to  take  the  vessel  out  of  the  docks.  The  pilot  had  knowledge  of  the 
fact  of  the  obstruction,  but  he  had  not  knowledge  that  it  made  tbe 
navigation  so  highly  dangerous  as  to  render  it  inconsistent  with  the 
cx^cise  of  ordinary  prudence  to  make  the  attempt. 

Blackburn,  J. — ^I  also  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  duty  im- 
posed by  la[w  upon  a  Company  in  the  position  of  the  defendants  is 
laid  down  in  the  passage  read  by  my  brother  Hill,  from  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber,  in  Parnaby  v.  The  Lancaster 
Canal  Company,  in  error,  11  A.  4;  E.  242,  243  (E.  C.  L.  R  vol.  89). 
That  doctrine  is  binding  upon  us,  and  I  fully  agree  with  it.  The 
duty  of  a  dock  or  canal  Company  is  to  keep  their  dock  or  canal  in 
such  a  state  as  to  be  reasonably  safe  for  navigation  by  that  class  of 
vessels  for  which  they  hold  it  out  as  fit  and  ready.  The  question 
whether  there  was  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  in  this 
respect  was  a  question  of  &ct  for  the  jury,  and  there  was  ample  evi- 
dence of  it.  So  also  was  the  question  whether  there  was  negligence 
on  the  part  of  those  who  navigated  the  plaintiflb'  vessel,  and  wim  the 
finding  of  tbei  jury  upon  that  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  is  not  dissatisfied. 

The  remaining  question  is ;  assuming  the  plaintiffi,  the  shipowners, 
to  be  so  far  identified  with  the  pilot  for  the  purposes  of  the  present 
*llftl  ^^^  ^^  ^^  make  his  knowledge  *their  knowledge;  whether  his 
^  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  basin,  and  the  depth  of  water  in 
it,  disqualified  the  plaintiffs  from  recovering  for  the  damage  they  sus- 
tained by  the  negligence  of  the  defendants  in  not  making  the  basin 
reasonably  safe  for  the  navigation  of  the  vessel.  On  this  point  I  per- 
fectly concur  with  what  has  been  said  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  and 
my  brother  Hill ;  the  point  is,  in  fact,  decided  by  Clayards  v.  Deth- 
wick,  12  Q.  B.  439  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  64).  It  might  have  been  a  ques- 
tion to  be  left  to  the  jury,  whether  the  pilot,  with  the  knowledge 
which  he  possessed,  was  guilty  of  such  want  of  reasonable  care,  in 
attempting  to  take  the  ship  out,  as  that  no  prudent  man  would  have 
so  acted.  But  no  such  issue  was  raised  by  the  defendants;  on  the 
contrary,  they  strongly  contested  the  state  of  the  basin  being  impro- 
per, and  urged  that  the  fact  of  the  pilot  having  taken  out  a  larger 
vessel  safely  ten  days  before  showed  that  there  was  no  danger;  it 
would,  therefore,  have  been  felt  as  a  sarcasm  on  the  case  which  the 
defendants  were  maintaining  if  the  Judge  had  asked  the  jury,  in 
&vour  of  the  defendants,  whether  the  pilot,  with  his  knowledge  of  the 
state  of  the  basin,  was  acting  as  an  unreasonable  and  imprudent  man 
in  taking  the  vessel  out.  That  was  a  question  which,  from  the  course 
of  the  trial,  my  Lord  could  not  be  expected  to  ask  the  jury.  And  the 
rule  was  not  obtained  on  any  such  ground.  Rule  discharged. 
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*IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER.         [*119 

THOMPSON  and  Others  v.  The  NORTH  EASTERN  RAILWAY 
COMPANY.    Feb.  I. 

For  hoad-Qote,  eee  anti,  p.  106. 

Thb  defendants  haying  appealed  from  the  above  decision,  the  case 
was  argued  by 

Sir  F.  Kelly^  for  the  appellants. — It  is  not  proposed  to  question  the 
rule  laid  down  in  Parnaby  v.  The  Lancaster  Canal  Company,  in 
error,  11  A.  &  E.  228,  280  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  89),  and  Clayards  v. 
Dethwick,  12  Q.  B.  489  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  64).  There  is,  however,  a 
distinotion  between  the  present  case  and  those  cases,  as  well  as  every 
other  case  of  negligence  which  has  come  before  the  Courts.  In  Clay- 
ards V.  Dethwick  the  leaving  the  trench  open  without  putting  up  a 
fence,  and  the  throwing  a  quantity  of  rubbish  on  the  adjacent  ground, 
were  wilful  acts  which  rendered  the  defendants  liable.  In  Parnaby 
V.  The  Lancaster  Canal  Company,  in  error,  11  A.  &  E.  228,  230  (E. 
C.  L.  R  vol,  89),  and  Gibbs  v.  The  Trustees  of  the  Liverpool  Docks,  8 
H.  •&  N.  164,  there  was  an  obstruction  which  the  Company  were  bound 
to  remove.  But  in  this  case,  the  defeodants  having  obtained  an  Act 
of  Parliament  for  the  construction  of  docks,  and  no  time  being  fixed 
at  which  they  were  bound  to  open  them,  they  simply  opened  them 
before  they  were  in  a  condition  to  receive  vessels'  of  the  largest  size. 
Assuming  that,  from  the  existence  of  the  bank,  there  *was  r«ioo 
some  danger  to  such  vessels  coming  in  or  going  out  of  the  docks,  ■- 
this  is  not  the  case  of  a  dock  in  use  by  the  public,  in  which  an  impe- 
diment arose,  which  the  Company  were  bound  to  remove.  The  exist- 
ence of  this  bank  was  lawful,  and  was  necessary  to  keep  out  the  water 
of  the  river  Tyne,  while  the  basin  was  being  excavated.  There  was  no 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  to  do  any  act  which  the  law  imposed 
on  them.  It  was  not  incumbent  on  them  to  keep  the  docks  closed  until 
the  basin  was  finally  completed,  provided  they  omitted  nothing  which 
they  were  bound  to  do,  with  reference  to  vessels  of  a  large  size  passing 
through  the  basin  for  the  purpose  of  entering  or  leaving  the  dock. 

Further,  notice  of  the  state  of  the  basin,  and  of  the  channel  through 
it,  to  the  pilot  on  board  the  ship,  was  notice  to  the  owners  of  the  ship. 
The  presence  of  one  of  the  owners  on  board  is  immaterial.  No  infer- 
ence can  be  drawn  from  the  printed  bills  that  the  defendants  would  be 
responsible  for  the  safety  of  all  vessels,  whatever  might  be  their  tonnage. 

BoviUy  for  the  plaintiffs,  was  not  called  upon. 

Ebls,  C.  J. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
below  ought  ta  be  affirmed. 

The  ship  of  the  plaintiffs  was  damaged  in  coming  out  of  the  defend- 
ants' docks,  which  had  been  opened  for  public  use,  and  declared  by 
them  to  be  fit  for  vessels  of  the  largest  size.  It  must  be  taken  that 
tbe  ship  was  damaged  by  reason  of  the  state  of  the  channel  through 
which  it  had  to  pass,  and  not  by  any  fault  of  the  plaintiffs.  The  jury 
found  that  the  defendants  were  guilty  of  negligence  in  opening  the 
dock  and  basin  *before  the  channel  was  in  a  fit  state ;  and  the  r«i  oi 
meaning  of  the  particular  negligence  attributed  to  the  defend-  '- 
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ants  is  well  expressed  in  the  judgment  of  Hill,  J.,  in  the  Court  below ; 
when  he  said  that  their  duty  was  **  to  take  reasonable  care  that  their 
dock  and  basin  were  kept  so  free  from  obstruction,  that  those  who 
used  them  might  do  so  without  danger  to  their  property  ."(a)  That 
was  the  meaning  of  the  second  question  put  to  the  jury  in  this  case, 
'^  Was  there  negligence  in  the  defendants  in  suffering  the  basin  to 
remain  in  an  imperfect  condition,  if,  by  reasonable  diligence,  they 
might  have  perfected  it  by  the  time  of  the  accident  ?"  The  jury  have 
found  that  there  was. 

We  were  pressed  with  a  distinction  said  to  exist  between  this  case 
and  Gibbs  v.  The  Trustees  of  the  Liverpool  Dock  Company,  3  H.  & 
N.  164,  and  Clayards  v.  Dethwick,  12  Q.  B.  489  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  64), 
But  Gibbs  V.  The  Trustees  of  the  Liverpool  Dock  Company,  3  H.  & 
N.  164,  and  Parnaby  v.  The  Lancaster  Canal  Company,  in  error,  11 
A.  &  £.  228,  280  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  89),  are  exactly  parallel  to  this 
case ;  and  in  our  judgment  it  does  not  matter  whether  the  obstruction 
in  the  channel  had  grown  up  aft;er  the  dock  and  basin  were  opened, 
or  whether  the  dock  and  basin  were  opened  before  the  channel  was 
well  cleared.  Strangers  cannot  be  supposed  to  know  the  state  of  the 
dock,  and  the  Company  who  open  their  dock  are  bound  to  take  rea- 
sonable care  to  make  it  safe  for  navigation  by  those  who  use  reason- 
able care  in  navigating  it. 

A  great  deal  was  said  about  the  knowledge  of  the  pilot  in  charge 
of  the  vessel,  as  to  the  state  of  the  channel.  The  answer  was  given 
in  the  Court  below.  No  reliance  was  placed,  by  the  defendants,  on 
*1221  ^^^  knowledge  of  the  pilot ;  because  they  contended  that  the 
-I  state  *of  the  basin  was  not  such  as  to  prevent  a  man  of  ordi- 
nary prudence  from  attempting  to  take  the  vessel  out  Moreover, 
this  argument  cannot  avail,  because  the  jury  found  that  there  was  no 
mismanagement  on  his  part  when  the  vessel  received  damage. 

Notwithstanding  the  argument  of  Sir  Fitzroy  Kelly  I  think  that 
the  judgment  ought  to  be  affirmed,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  the 
Court  below. 

Pollock,  C.  B.,  Williams,  J.,  Channell  B.,  and  Ekatino,  J., 
concurred.  Judgment  affirmed. 

(a)  Ante,  p.  116. 


THOMAS  HAYDON  HARRISON  v.  The  LONDON,  BRIGHTON 
and  SOUTH  COAST  RAILWAY  COMPANY.     [May  29,  I860.] 

Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1854,  17  Jt  18  Viet,  c.  31,  «.  1. -^Special  ctrntrad.'^ 
Unreasonable  condition, — Carriage  qf  animals, — Extra  charge, — Negligence, 

A  passeoger  hy  railway  from  L.  to  W.,  took  with  him  two  honea  and  a  retrierer  dog ;  tht 
horses  were  put  into  a  horae-hoz,  and  a  serTant  of  the  defendants  proposed  that  the  dog  shovld 
he  placed  in  the  horse-box,  to  which  the  plaintilT  assented.  The  dog  was  fastened  in  the  hone- 
box  by  means  of  a  leather  collar  round  its  neck,  and  a  strap  thereto,  which  passed  through  a 
ring  fixed  to  the  side  of  the  horse-box ;  the  oollar  and  strap  were  ftimished  bj  the  plaintil^ 
and  were  his  property.  The  pl^ntiff*s  agent  signed  a  ticket,  subject  to  the  foUowing  conditions : 
«The  company  will  not  be  liable  in  any  case  for  loss  or  damage  to  any  horse  or  other  animal 
above  the  ralne  of  40/.,  or  any  dog  above  the  valoe  of  5^,  unless  a  declaration  of  its  Talne, 
signed  by  the  owner  or  his  agent  at  the  time  of  booking  the  same,  has  been  given  to  them,  and 
by  snch  declaration  the  owner  shall  be  bound,  the  Company  not  being  in  any  event  liable  to 
any  greater  amount  than  the  value  so  declared.    The  Company  wiU  in  no  ease  be  liable  for 
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iajniy  to  aoy  hone  or  other  anlnial  or  dog,  of  whatever  valae,  when  saoh  injury  ariBea  wholly 
or  partially  from  fear  or  restiTeiiefls.  If  the  declared  value  of  any  horse  or  other  animal  exceed 
40/.,  or  any  dog  bL,  the  price  of  conveyance  will,  in  addition  to  the  regular  fare,  be  after  the  rate 
of  i\  per  cent.,  or  M.  in  the  pound,  upon  the  declared  value  abote  40/.  [or  5/.],  whatever  may 
be  the  amount  of  snob  value,  and  for  whatever  distance  the  horse  or  other  animal  is  to  be  carried." 
The  plaintiff  made  do  deolaration  of  the  value  of  the  dog,  and  pai4  8».  for  the  carriage  of  it.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  train  at  W.  a  window  in  the  horse-box  was  found  open,  through  which  the 
dog  bad  escaped,  and  was  lost.     The  Court  having  power  to  draw  inferences  of  fact, 

1.  Held  by  this  Court,  and  affirmed  by  the  Bxchequer  Chamber,  that  the  loss  of  the  dog  was 
not  oooasioued  by  neglect  or  default  of  the  plaintiff,  or  of  the  defendants. 

2.  Held,  per  Cookbnrn,  C.  J.,  and  Blackburn,  J.,  that  a  dog  is  one  of  the  animals  to  which 
the  proviso  in  seoL  7  of  The  Bailway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1854,  17  &  18  Vict  c.  31,  relates  ; 
ud,  per  Wightman,  J.,  and  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  that  the  defendants  had  made  themselves 
liable  as  common  carriers  for  carrying  the  dog. 

3.  Held,  per  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  and  Blackburn,  J.,  that  the  conditions  in  the  ticket  were  not 
jnst  and  reasonable  within  that  seotion,  in  two  respects :  first,  because  the  meaning  of  the  ticket 
wss,  that  if  the  value  of  the  dog  exceeded  5/.,  and  its  value  was  not  declared,  the  Company 
would  not  be  liable  for  loss  or  damage  occasioned  by  their  own  negligence  :  secondly,  because, 
in  the  absence  of  evidence  by  the  Company  showing  the  contrary,  the  extra  charge  of  2^  per 
cent  was  excessive ;  and  therefore,  the  eonditions  being  void,  the  Company  were  liable,  as  com- 
mon carriers,  for  the  full  value  of  the  dog.  But,  per  Wightman,  J.,  the  meaning  of  the  ticket 
was  that  the  Company  would  not  in  any  case  be  liable  for  loss  or  damage  beyond  5/.  unless  the 
value  was  declared,  and  that  this  was  a  reasonable  condition ;  and  that  the  Court  had  no  means 
of  ascertaining  vrhether  the  extra  charge  of  2^  per  cent  was  reasonable  or  not,  and  therefore  the 
plutttiff  was  not  entitled  to  recover  more  than  bL 

4.  field  by  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  Brie,  C.  J.,  Williams  and  Keating,  J  J.,  and  Channell, 
B.,  levening  the  judgment  of  the  Queen's  Bench  (Wilde,  B.,  dissentiente),  that,  assuming  sect 
7  applied  to  the  case,  the  oonditions  in  the  ticket  were  just  and  reasonable  within  that  section ; 
because  the  ellbct  of  the  first  condition  was  not  to  exempt  the  defendants  from  liability  for  loss 
or  injury  occasioned  by  wilful  wrong;  and  if  it  exempted  them  from  responsibility  for  any 
negligeaee  it  was  severable,  and  valid  to  exempt  when  there  was  no  negligenoe ;  and  it  lay 
apon  the  plaintiff  to  show  that  the  extra  charge  in  the  third  condition  was  exorbitant  or  unfair, 
and  the  question  whether  it  was  so  was  for  a  jury,  and  not  for  the  Court 

5.  Held  by  Brie,  C.  J.,  and  Keating,  J.,  that  sect  7  was  confined  to  cases  in  which  the  loss 
or  injury  was  occasioned  by  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  and  did  not  apply  where 
it  ocoaircd  tbrongh  pure  aooident 

Thb  declaration  stated  that  the  defendants  were  the  owners  and 
proprietors  of  The  London,  Brighton  and  South  Coast  Bailway,  and 
common  carriers  of  goods  for  hire  on  the  said  railway ;  and  the  plain- 
tiff caused  to  be  delivered  to  the  defendants,  and  they  acceptea  and 
received  of  and  from  the  plaintiff  a  certain  dog,  to  wit,  a  retriever  of 
the  plaintiflF,  of  great  value,  to  be  safely  carried  and  conveyed  by  them 
as  such  common  carriers  from  the  defendants'  station  at  London 
Bridge  to  Worthing,  and  there  safely  and  securely  to  be  delivered 
for  the  plaintiff  within  a  reasonable  time,  for  certain  reasonable  reward 
to  the  defendants  in  that  behalf:  Yet  the  defendants,  not  regarding 
their  duty  as  such  common  carriers,  did  not  nor  would  safely  or 
securely  carry  or  convey  the  *said  dog  from  the  defendants'  r^-ioj. 
station  at  London  Bridge  to  Worthing,  and  there  deliver  the  ^ 
same  for  the  plaintiff;  and  by  reason  of  the  breach  of  duty,  careless- 
ness, negligence  and  default  of  the  defendants  in  the  premises,  the 
said  dog  became  and  was  wholly  lost  to  the  plaintiff:  and  the  plain- 
tiff claims  212. 

Pleas :  1.  Not  guilty. 

2.  That  the  plaintiff  did  not  cause  the  said  dog  to  be  delivered  to 
the  defendants,  nor  did  the  defendants  accept  or  receive  the  same  of 
or  from  the  plaintiff,  upon  the  terms  or  for  the  purposes  in  the  deda** 
ration  in  tbat  behalf  alleged. 
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3.  That  the  plaintiff  caused  the  said  dog  to  be  delivered  to  the  de- 
feadants,  and  the  defendants  received  the  said  dog  from  the  plainti£^ 
to  be  carried  and  convej^ed  bj  the  defendants  in  their  railway,  to  wit, 
from  and  to  the  places  in  the  declaration  mentioned,  under  and  sub- 
ject to  certain  conditions  and  a  certain  contract,  signed  on  behalf  of 
the  plaintiff  hj  the  person  delivering  such  dog  for  carriage  as  afore- 
said, whereby  it  was  provided  and  agreed  by  and  on  behalf  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  whereby  the  defendants  gave  him  notice,  that  the  de- 
fendants should  not  nor  would  be  liable  in  any  case  for  loss  or  damage 
to  any  dog  above  the  value  of  five  pounds,  unless  a  declaration  of  its 
value,  signed  by  the  owner  or  his  agent  at  the  time  of  booking,  should 
have  been  given  to  them ;  and  that  the  said  dog  in  the  declaration 
mentioned,  before  and  at  the  time  it  was  so  delivered  to  and  received 
by  them  for  carriage  as  aforesaid,  and  afterwards  while  the  same  was 
on  their  railway  for  carriage,  was  a  dog  of  a  value  above  five  pounds, 
to  wit,  of  the  value  of  ten  pounds,  and  that  no  declaration  of  the 
value  of  the  said  dog  signed  by  the  owner  or  his  agent  was  given 
*1251  *^  them  at  the  time  of  booking  the  said  dog,  or  at  any  time 

-'  before  or  afterwards. 

4.  That  the  dog  in  the  declaration  mentioned  was  received  by  the 
defendants  from  the  plaintiff,  to  be  carried  by  the  defendants  for  the 
plaintiff,  on  their  railway,  from  their  station  in  the  declaration  men- 
tioned to  Worthing,  subject  to  a  certain  special  contract,  signed  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiff  by  the  person  delivering  the  said  dog  for  car- 
riage as  aforesaid,  at  the  time  of  such  delivery,  whereby  it  was  pro- 
vided and  agreed,  and  the  plaintiff  had  notice,  that  the  defendants 
should  and  would  in  no  case  be  liable  for  injury  to  any  dog,  of  what- 
ever value,  where  such  injury  arose  wholly  or  partially  from  fear  or 
restiveness.  And  that  the  injury  to  the  dog,  whereby  the  same  be- 
came and  was  lost  to  the  plaintiff,  as  in  the  declaration  mentioned, 
hai)pened  and  arose  firom  the  fear  and  restiveness  of  the  said  dog 
while  on  the  defendants'  said  railway  for  carriage  as  aforesaid. 

Issues  on  all  the  pleas. 

On  the  trial,  before  Lord  Campbell,  C.  J.,  at  the  Sittings  in  London 
after  Hilary  Term,  1859,  a  verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintiff  for  21 1 
damages,  subject  to  the  following  case. 

On  the  29th  October,  1858,  the  plaintiff,  accompanied  by  his  brother, 
Daniel  Alfred  Harrison,  proceeded  to  the  terminus  station  of  the  de- 
fendants at  London  Bridge,  for  the  purpose  of  travelling  as  a  passen- 
ger on  the  defendants'  line  of  railway  from  London  to  Worthing.  He 
took  with  him  two  horses  and  the  dog  mentioned  in  the  declaration, 
to  be  conveyed  by  the  defendants  on  their  railway  to  Worthing,  and 
delivered  them  to  the  defendants'  servants  for  that  purpose  at  the  said, 
station;  and  at  the  same  time  Daniel  Alfred  Harrison,  on  behalf  of  the 
*1261  *P^i^tifl^  paid  to  the  defendants  the  sum  charged  by  them  for 
-I  the  carriage  of  the  two  horses  and  the  dog  from  London  to 
Worthing ;  and  also,  at  the  request  of  the  defendants,  signed  at  the 
time  of  booking  the  horses  and  dog,  and  as  agent  of  the  plaintiff,  the 
owner  thereof,  a  printed  ticket  or  paper,  in  the  form  reauired  by  the 
Company  to  be  signed  by  persons  sending  horses  or  aogs  by  their 
railway.    The  ticket  was  as  follows : — 
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''London,  Brighton  and  South  Coast  Bail  way. 

''  Horse,  carriage,  and  dog  ticket. 

"No.  2249—12  o'clock  train.  " October  29, 1858. 

"  From  London  to  Worthing. 

^'Amoniit  paid. 

£  s.    d. 

"2  horses 1  12    0 

"  4  wheel  carriage         .... 

"  2  wheel  carriage         .        .        .        .        110 

*'ldog  ...  ..080 

£2  16    0 
"Name.    Harrison.  

'*  Received   the  annexed  ticket  subject  to  the  following  condi- 
tions : — 

"  The  Company  will  not  be  liable  in  any  case  for  loss  or  damage  to 
any  horse  or  other  animal  above  the  value  of  40/.,  or  any  dog  above 
the  value  of  ^Z.,  unless  a  declaration  of  its  value,  signed  by  the  owner 
or  his  agent  at  the  time  of  booking  the  same,  has  been  given  to  them, 
and  by  such  declaration  the  owner  shall  be  bound,  the  Company  not 
heiog  in  any  event  liable  to  any  greater  amount  than  the  value  so  de- 
clared. The  Company  will  in  no  case  be  liable  for  injury  to  any  horse 
or  other  animal  or  dog,  of  whatever  value,  when  such  injury  arises 
wholly  or  partially  from  fear  or  restiveness.  If  the  *declared  r#i  07 
value  of  any  horse  or  other  animal  exceed  401,  or  any  dog  5/.,  '■ 
the  price  of  conveyance  will,  in  addition  to  the  regular  fare,  be  after 
the  rate  of  2}  per  cent.,  or  6d.  in  the  pound,  upon  the  declared  value 
above  40^  [or  6Z.],  whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  such  value,  and 
for  whatever  distance  the  horse  or  other  animal  is  to  be  carried. 

''  Daihbx.  a.  Harbison, 

"The  owner,  or  on  the  owner's  behalf. 
"  A.  G.  S.,  Booking  Clerk." 
And  at  the  same  time  a  ticket  was  delivered  to  Daniel  Alfred  Har- 
rison, as  agent  for  such  owner,  which  was  a  duplicate  of  the  above. 
No  declaration  of  the  value  of  the  dog  was  made.  The  plaintifif  re- 
quested one  of  the  porters  in  the  service  of  the  defendants  to  place 
the  dog  in  the  train,  then  about  to  proceed  from  London  Bridge  to 
Worthing,  and  to  put  it  into  a  dog-box.  The  dog-boxes  ordinarily 
used  and  famished  by  the  defendants  for  the  carriage  of  dogs  upon 
their  railway  are  placed  under  the  seats  of  the  second-class  carriages 
used  by  the  defendants  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  of  which 
dog-box68  there  were  some  in  this  train ;  but  the  porter  suggested 
that  it  would  be  better  to  place  this  dog  in  the  same  horse-box  in 
which  the  two  horses  of  the  plaintiff  had  been  placed,  and  in  which 
they  were  to  travel  on  the  journey  from  London  to  Worthing.  The 
plaintiff  made  no  objection,  and  the  dog  was  accordingly  placed  in 
the  same  horse-box  with  the  horses  of  the  plaintiff,  and  fastened  in 
the  horse-box  by  means  of  a  leather  collar  round  its  neck,  and  a  strap 
thereto,  which  was  passed  through  a  ring  fixed  to  the  side  of  the 
horse-box :  the  collar  and  strap  were  furnished  by  the  plaintiff,  and 
were  his  property.    The  horse-box  was  attached  by  the  defendants' 
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♦1281  ^®^^^^*  *^^  *^®  train,  which  started  immediately  afterwards, 
^  under  the  conduct  of  the  defendants'  servants.  At  the  time 
when  it  left  the  London  Bridge  Station  both  the  doors  and  windows 
of  the  horse-box  were  shut  and  fastened  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the 
plaintiff  travelled  as  a  first  class  passenger  by  the  same  train  from 
London  to  Worthing.  On  the  arrival  of  the  train  at  the  Worthing 
Station,  it  was  found  th^t  the  window  of  the  horse-box  was  half  open, 
and  that  the  dog  had  Qscap^d  through  it.  The  hook  to  which  the 
dog  had  been  fastejied  remained  fixed  in  the  horse-box,  and  the  strap 
by  which  the  dog  had  been  fastened  thereto  remained  fastened  to  the 
hook,  but  the  collar  was  gone.  The  horse-box  was  one  of  those  ordi- 
narily used  by  the  defendants  for  the  conveyance  of  horses  on  their 
line  of  railway ;  opening  with  doors  at  the  side,  and  with  windows 
having  wooden  shutters,  which  slide  backwards  and  forwards  and  are 
of  light  construction,  either  secured  with  a  catch,  or  if  not  secured  with 
a  catch,  made  heavy  and  to  work  stiffly,  which  is  a  sufficient  fastening. 
The  shutters  of  the  horse-box  in  which  the  dog  was  placed  were  not 
fastened,  and  opened  very  easily ;  the  windows  of  it  were  about  four  feet 
four  inches  from  the  floor,  and  were  about  two  feet  six  inches  square, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  opening  them  the  shutters  have  a  small  hole 
sufficient  to  admit  three  fingers.  None  of  the  defendants*  servants 
opened  the  window,  nor  did  any  of  such  servants  see  any  one  open  it, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  dog  escaped  through  the  window,  and 
that,  if  placed  in  one  of  the  ordinary  dog-boxes  above  mentioned, 
he  would  not  have  escaped.  The  dog,  which  was  a  retriever,  and  of 
the  value  of  2il^  was  lost  by  the  means  aforesaid ;  and  the  plaintiff, 
having  applied  to  the  defendants  to  make  satisfaction  for  the  loss, 
which  they  refused,  brought  this  action. 

^1291  *T^^^  plaintiff)  amongst  other  things,  objected  that  the  con- 
^  dition  relating  to  dogs  above  6^.  in  value,  contained  in  the 
notice  and  ticket,  was  not  just  and  reasonable,  or  binding  on  him; 
and  that,  if  it  were  binding,  it  did  not  extend  to  a  loss  by  negligence; 
and  that  in  any  case  he  was  entitled  to  recover  6Z.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  Court  might  draw  any  inferences  a  jury  might  draw  from 
tiie  facts  stated,  and  make  any  necessary  amendments  in  the  pleadings. 
The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  was,  whether  the  plaintiff 
was  entitled  to  recover  in  this  action ;  and  if  the  Court  should  be  of 
opinion  that  he  was,  then  the  verdict  was  to  stand  for  the  plaintiff  for 
2U.,  or  52.,  as  the  Court  might  direct;  but  if  the  Court  should  be 
of  a  contrary  opinion,  then  the  verdict  was  to  be  entered  for  the  de- 
fendants. 

Joseph  Broum,  for  the  plaintiff. — First,  the  defendants  were  guilty 
of  negligence  in  two  ways.  They  put  the  dog  into  a  horse-box  the 
window  of  which  was  not  properly  secured;  and  it  has  been  decided 
in  M'Manus  v.  The  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company,  on 
appeal,  4  H.  &  N.  S27,  that  the  providing  an  improper  carriage  for 
the  conveyance  of  live  stock  is  negligence  in  a  railway  Company. 
Also,  they  did  not  fasten  the  dog  in  a  proper  manner  by  a  proper 
collar.  And  there  was  no  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  contributing  to 
the  loss.  He  did  not  know  that  the  horse-box  was  not  a  proper  place 
for  carrying  the  dog,  and  consequently  there  was  no  fiiult  in  his  not 
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objecting  to  it*being  put  there;  and  he  was  not  bound  to  provide  a 
proper  strap  for  fastening  the  dog  in  the  horse-box. 

•Secondly,  assuming  that  there  was  no  negligence  in  the   r#-i  qa 
defendants,  they  are  not  protected  from  liability  by  the  signed   •- 
contract,  as  it  contains  conditions  which  are  unjust  and  unreasonable. 

Sect  7  of  ''The  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1864,"  17  &  18 
Vict.  c.  31,  which  was  passed  for  the  protection  of  the  public,  makes 
a  contract  with  such  conditions  absolutely  '*  null  and  void,"  and  con- 
sequently the  defendants  remain  liable  to  the  plaintiff  upon  their  com- 
mon law  liability  as  carriers.  And  by  the  first  proviso  it  is  for  the 
Court  to  say  whether  the  conditions  of  any  contract  are  just  and  rea- 
son.-ble.  [He  also  cited  Simons  v.  The  Great  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany, 18  C.  B.  805,  829  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  86),  M'Manus  v.  The  Lan- 
cashire and  Yorkshire  Railway,  on  appeal,  4  H.  &  N.  327,  848,  349.] 
Beading  the  first  and  third  conditions  together,  the  meaning  of  the 
ticket  which  the  plaintiff's  agent  was  required  to  sign  is  that  if  the 
value  exceed  6L  the  defendants  will  not  be  liable  in  any  case  for  loss 
or  damage  unless  the  value  be  declared,  and  the  extra  charge  on  the 
declared  value  be  paid.  The  ticket  cannot  be  read  as  if  it  contained 
two  separable  conditions — one  exempting  the  defendants  from  liability 
for.  their  own  negligence  if  the  value  is  not  declared,  and  the  other 
as  stating  the  terms  on  which  they  will  be  liable  as  insurers.  Nor  is 
it  necessary  to  contend  that,  if  the  ticket  contained  two  conditions, 
one  of  which  was  reasonable  and  the  other  unreasonable,  the  whole 
would  be  void.  The  condition  which  professes  that  the  Qompany 
will  not  be  liable  "  in  any  case  for  loss  or  damage,"  unless  certain 
things  are  complied  with,  exempts  them  from  liability  *for  loss  r^-to-i 
occasioned  by  their  own  negligence — it  is  the  same  as  the  pro-  *• 
tection  given  by  the  Carriers'  Act,  11  G.  4  &  1  W.  4,  a  68,  s.  1 :  Hin- 
ton  t7.  Dibbin,  2  Q.  B.  646  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  42).  This  was  the  con- 
struction put  upon  such  a  contract ;  before  stat.  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  81,  in 
Austin  V.  The  Manchester,  Sheffield  and  Lincolnshire  Railway  Com- 
pany, 10  C.  B.  464  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  70),  Carr  v.  The  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  Railway  Company,  7  Exch.  707,  Austin  v.  The  Manches- 
ter, Sheffield  and  Lincolnshire  Railway  Company,  16  Q.  B.  600  (E.  C. 
L  R.  vol.  71);  and  since  stat.  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  81,  nn  Simons  v.  The 
Great  Western  Railway,  18  0.  B.  805,  829  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  86),  and 
McManus  v.  The  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company,  4  H. 
&  N.  827,  848,  849,  reversed,  on  ap]>eal,  Erie,  C.  J.,  dissentiente. 
The  second  condition,  as  to  fear  and  restiveness,  applies  only  to  a  case 
of  injury  and  not  to  a  case  of  total  loss ;  and  even  if  that  condition  does 
apply  to  a  total  loss,  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  escape  of  the  dog  from 
the  carriage  arose  from  fear  or  restiveness.  [Blackburn,  J. — Mac- 
Andrew  V.  The  Electric  Telegraph  Company,  17  C.  B.  8  (E.  C.  L.  R 
vol.  84),  shows  that  if  a  bonfi  fide  reasonable  alternative  is  offered  U 
the  person  bringing  goods  to  be  carried,  there  is  nothing  unreasonable 
in  the  Company  saying  that  they  will  not  be  liable  at  all  unless  that 
alternative  ts  complied  with.J  The  alternative  offered  here  by  the 
third  condition  imposing  an  extra  charge  of  2|  per  cent,  on  the 
declared  value  for  the  carriage  of  a  dog  of  above  a  certain  value  is 
unreasonable:  it  amounts  to  a  prohibition  against  dogs  exceeding  51. 
in  value  being  carried  on  the  defendants'  line:  add  to  which  the 
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• 

*1S21  ®^*^8®  ^^  °^  more  for  *a  journey  of  fifty  miles  than  for  a 
-I  journey  of  five  miles.  The  onus  of  showing  that  such  a  rate 
of  charge  is  reasonable  is  upon  the  Company. 

Lastly,  dogs  are  within  the  general  words,  '^  horses,  cattle,  or  other 
animals,"  in  sect.  7.  There  is  no  mention  of  poultry,  deer,  or  asses, 
but  they  would  be  within  the  section.  The  proviso  which  limits  the 
sums  to  be  recovered  in  the  case  of  certain  specified  animals  does  not 
restrict  the  operation  of  the  general  words  in  the  enacting  part  of  the 
section ;  so  that  the  company  are  able  to  protect  themselves  by  reason- 
able conditions  as  to  the  carriage  of  other  animals  besides  those  enu- 
merated in  the  proviso.  The  defendants  publicly  profess  that  they 
carry  dogs,  and  therefore  they  are  bound  to  carry  them  as  common 
carriers:  Johnson  v.  The  Midland  Railway  Company,  4  Exch.  867. 

F.  L,  Spinks^  contri. — First,  the  Court  will  not  draw  the  inference 
that  there  was  negligence  in  the  defendants.  The  plaintiff's  agent 
assented  to  the  dog  being  placed  in  the  horse-box ;  and  the  probability 
is  that  the  collar,  which  belonged  to  the  plaintiff,  was  broken  owing 
to  its  insufficiency,  or  by  the  dog  under  the  influence  of  fear. 

Secondly,  stat.  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  81,  s.  7,  which  does  not  apply  unless 
there  was  "neglect  or  default,"  that  is,  culpable  negligence,  of  the 
Company  or  their  servants,  does  not  deprive  the  defendants  of  the 
protection  sought  to  be  obtained  by  the  conditions  in  the  ticket. 
Looking  at  the  substance  of  the  contract  contained  in  the  ticket,  the 
^.oo-i  conditions  are  just  and  ^reasonable.  The  conditions  are  sev- 
^  erable:  the  first  excludes  the  liability  of  the  Company  if  the 
value  is  not  declared,  and  that  is  not  unreasonable  even  in  the  case  of 
loss  or  damage  occasioned  by  negligence  of  the  Company,  because 
greater  care  would  be  taken  by  them  in  tha  carriage  of  a  valuable 
thing.  And  the  third  condition  declares  that  they  will  not  be  liable 
as  insurers  in  certain  cases  unless  an  extra  rate  of  charge  is  paid. 
But  the  first  condition  does  not  restrict  the  liability  of  the  Company 
to  loss  or  damage  occasioned  by  their  negligence — the  words  **  in  any 
case,"  are  not  equivalent  to  the  words  "from  any  cause  whatever." 
The  first  and  second  conditions  begin  in  similar  general  terms : — 
**  The  Company  will  not  be  liable  in  any  case  for  loss  or  damage," 
and  "  The  Company  will  in  no  case  be  liable  for  injury."  The  second 
condition  applies  where  the  injury  arises  from  restiveness,  and  it^ 
would  be  absurd  to  provide  that  the  Company  should  not  be  liable  for 
negligence  in  that  case.  The  conditions  must  be  construed  as  meaning 
that  the  Company  will  not  be  liable  ''  in  any  case"  where  their  lia- 
bility would  arise  from  their  being  insurers  as  carriers  at  common  law, 
and  not  as  protecting  them  from  the  effect  of  their  own  negligence. 
In  Phillips  V.  Clark,  2  C.  B.  N.  S.  156  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  89),  which 
carried  out  the  judgment  of  Lord  EUenborough  in  Lyon  v,  Mells,  5 
East  428,  489,  a  bill  of  lading,  containing  a  stipulation  that  the  ship- 
owner would  not  be  *'  accountable  for  leakage  or  breakage,"  was  con- 
strued not  to  include  leakage  or  breakage  caused  by  his  own  negli- 
gence in  stowing  the  goods.  In  McManus  v.  The  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  Railway  Company,  2  H.  &  N.  698,(a)  the  words  were  '*  the 
*1341  ^^^P^'^y  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  responsible  *for  any  injury  or  damage 
•'  (howsoever  caused)  occurring  to  live  stock  of  any  description ;" 

(a)  S.  C.  on  appeal,  4  U.  A  N.  327. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  &  SMITH.    Q.  B.  134 

and  that  was  a  case  of  injury  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  the 
Company  in  providing  an  insufficient  carz^jage.  The  condition  is  the 
same  in  principle,  and  nearly  the  same  in  words,  as  the  protection 
given  by  the  Carriers'  Act,  11  G.  4  &  1  W.  4,  c.  68,  with  reference  to 
the  articles  enumerated  in  sect.  1,  and  that  statute  is  a  legislative  re- 
cognition  of  the  condition  as  just  and  reasonable.  In  Owen  v.  Bur- 
nett, 2  Cr.  &  M.  353,  where  the  words  *' plate  glass,"  "looking glass,'* 
"keep  this  edge  upwards,*'  were  written  on  the  case  in  which  a  look- 
ing glass  was  packed,  but  no  declaration  was  made  of  the  nature  and 
value  of  the  article,  and  no  increased  rate  of  carriage  paid,  it  was 
held  that  the  carrier  was  within  the  protection  given  by  that  Act, 
[Blackburn,  J. — There  is  a  considerable  difference  in  the  purview  of 
the  two  Acts.  Carriers  were  under  the  risks  of  the  common  law  lia- 
bility, and  the  first  Act  was  passed  for  their  protection.  The  monopoly 
which  railway  Companies  had  was  the  ground  of  the  extension  of 
their  liability  by  the  second  Act.]  As  to  the  third  condition,  the 
Court  are  not  called  upon  to  determine  whether  it  is  just  or  reason- 
able ;  because  the  defendants  do  not,  by  that  condition,  say  that  they 
will  not  carry  a  dog  above  the  value  of  51  unless  the  increased  charge 
is  paid,  but  only  that  they  will  not  carry  a  valuable  dog,  which  would 
impose  upon  them  an  extra  liability,  at  the  same  rate  as  a  cheap  dog. 
By  Stat.  11  G.  4  &  1  W.  4,  8.  2,  carriers  were  authorized  to  make  an 
increased  rate  of  charge  for  the  carriage  of  certain  specific  goods  above 
the  value  of  101. ;  and  the  Courts  were  not  called  upon  to  determine 
what  was  a  reasonable  rate  of  charge.  How  *can  the  Court  r^ioK 
judge  wbat  is  an  unreasonable  extra  charge?  The  extra  '• 
charge  in  tbis  case  was  not  shown  to  be  excessive ;  nor  is  it  unreason- 
able because  it  is  the  same  for  all  distances.  The  main  risk  is  in  re- 
ceiving and  delivering  the  animal,  and  that  is  the  same  whatever  dis* 
tance  it  may  be  carried  along  the  line.  What  would  be  an  injury  to 
a  horse  of  great  value,  as  a  blemish  in  the  coat,  would  be  none  to  a 
common  horse.  There  may  be  a  greater  difficulty  in  getting  an  ani- 
mal in  or  out  of  a  carriage  at  a  small  station  than  at  a  railway  ter- 
minus. Further,  this  is  not  a  charge  for  carriage,  but  for  risk,  which 
is  in  the  nature  of  insurance.  In  Chippendale  v.  The  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  Bailway  Company,  21  L.  J.  Q.  B.  22,  15  Jur.  1106,  Erie, 
J.,  said  that  it  might  be  reasonable  that  the  Company  should  absolve 
themselves  from  the  risk  of  the  conveyance  of  animals  not  domesti- 
cated. In  Peek  v.  The  North  Staffordshire  Railway  Company,  E.  B. 
4  E.  958  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96),(a)  the  charge  for  insurance,  though  not 
mentioned  in  the  printed  notices,  was  lOT.  per  cent,  on  the  declared 
value,  in  addition  to  the  uninsured  rate.  [Crompton,  J. — The  point 
whether  the  charge  was  reasonable  did  not  arise  in  that  case.]  In 
Simons  v.  The  Great  Western  Railway,  18  C.  B.  805  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol. 
86),  a  condition  that,  where  goods  were  conveyed  at  special  or  mileage 
rates,  the  Company  would  not  be  responsible  for  any  loss  or  damage, 
however  caused,  was  held  reasonable.  Also,  this  document  being 
sfgned  by  the  plaintiff's  agent,  the  contract  contained  in  it  is  prima 
facie  just  and  reasonable :  the  signature  of  the  plaintiff  shifts  the  onus 
of  showing  that  the  condition  is  just  and  reasonable  from  the  Com- 
pany to  him.    Further,  the  plaintiff  is  not  in  a  position  to  raise  this 

(a)  RererBod  on  error,  E.  B.  A  £.  986  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96). 
B.  k  S,,  VOL.  II.— 7 
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*1861   *P^'^^»  because  be  did  nat  declare  tbe  value :  if  be  had  done  so, 
■*  the  Company  might  have  said  that  they  would  not  make  the 
extra  charge  in  this  instance. 

Lastly,  a  dog  is  not  an  animal  within  stat.  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  31,  s.  7, 
which  enacts,  "every  such  Company  as  aforesaid  shall  be  liable  for 
the  loss  of  or  for  any  injury  done  to  any  horses,  cattle,  or  other  ani- 
mals ....  occasioned  by  the  neglect  or  default  of  such  Company  or 
its  servants,  notwithstanding  any  notice,  condition,  or  declaration 
made  and  given  by  such  company  contrary  thereto,  or  in  anywise 
limiting  such  liability."  In  the  construction  of  statutes  where  general 
words  follow  particular  ones,  the  rule  is  to  construe  them  as  appli- 
cable to  persons  or  things  ejusdem  generis :  Sandiman  v.  Breach,  7  B. 
&  C.  96,  100  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  14),  per  Lord  Tenterden ;  Rex  v.  The 
Inhabitants  of  Whitnash,  7  B.  &  C.  696,  601,  per  Holroyd,  J.  [He 
also  cited  Whitmore,  appt.,  v.  Bedford,  respt.,  6  M.  &  G.  9  (E.  C.  L. 
R.  vol.  44).]  Therefore  a  dog  is  not  included  within  the  words  ** other 
animals."  Then  follows  a  proviso  that  nothing  herein  contained 
'*  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  said  Companies  from  making  such 
conditions  with  respect  to  the  receiving,  forwarding,  and  delivering 
of  any  of  the  said  animals,  articles,  goods,  or  things,  as  shall  be  ad- 
judged by  the  Court  or  Judge  before  whom  anv  question  relating 
thereto  shall  be  tried  to  be  just  and  reasonable: '  which  shows  that 
some  animals  were  intended  to  be  within  the  section,  and  some  not. 
The  next  proviso  is,  "  that  no  greater  damages  shall  be  recovered  for 
the  loss  of  or  for  any  injury  done  to  any  such  animals,  beyond  the  sums 
hereinafter  mentioned ;"  and  then  a  maximum  sum  is  fixed  "  for  any 
^137''  ^^''^®'"  "^'^^  ^^J  °^^  cattle,"  and  "for  *any  sheep  or  pigs," 
■J  unless  the  value  is  declared,  in  which  case  the  Company  may 
charge  a  reasonable  per  centage  or  increased  rate  of  charge  upon  tbe 
excess  of  value  so  declared.  This  enumeration  excludes  other  ani- 
mals. By  the  construction  contended  for  on  the  other  side,  the  sec- 
tion is  divided  into  two  parts:  the  enacting  part  and  first  proviso  re- 
late to  all  animals,  and  the  second  proviso  only  to  four  specified  kinds 
of  animals.  This  section  interferes  with  the  right  of  parties  to  make 
their  own  contracts ;  and  when  the  protection  which  Companies  sought 
to  obtain  by  notices  limiting  their  liability  was  taken  away,  the  pro- 
viso introduced  by  way  of  compensation  in  the  case  of  the  conveyance 
of  animals  would  be  co-extensive  with  the  enacting  part,  and  em- 
brace all  the  animals  intended  to  be  within  the  enacting  part  The  two 
remaining  provisoes,  one  throwing  "  the  proof  of  the  value  of  such 
animals,"  &c.,  upon  the  person  claiming  compensation,  and  the  other 
that  no  special  contract  **  respecting  the  receiving,  forwarding,  or  de* 
livery  of  any  animals  ....  as  aforesaid"  shall  be  binding  unless 
signed,  must  also  be  construed  as  applying  only  to  the  four  specified 
kinds  of  animals.  The  Legislature  had  in  their  contemplation  such 
animals  as  travel  along  the  road  and  are  dealt  with  in  turnpike  Acts. 
In  all  the  cases  decided  upon  claims  for  compensation  for  injury  to 
animals,  they  have  belonged  to  the  class  which  may  be  called  animals 
of  commerce.  It  would  impose  a  great  difficulty  on  the  Court  or  Judge 
to  determine  what  is  a  reasonable  condition  with  respect  to  the  cod* 
veyance  of  strange  animals. 
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Joseph  Brovm,  in  reply. — As  to  the  last  point,  sect.  7  *of  r*i  oo 
«.jit.  17  k  18  Vict.  c.  81,  applies  to  all  animals  usually  carried  ^ 
on  a  railway;  the  proviso  must  be  read  as  if  the  words  were  "any  of 
the  animals  hereinafter  mentioned."  There  is  the  same  reason  for 
protecting  the  public  with  reference  to  the  conveyance  of  dogs,  poultry 
and  asses,  as  other  animals.  Then  the  onus  of  showing  the  reason- 
ableness of  the  extra  charge  is  on  the  defendants — all  the  circumstances 
are  peculiarly  within  their  knowledge — they  can  tell  how  many  dogs 
on  an  average  they  carry  in  a  given  period,  and  how  many  on  an 
average  are  injured,  and  to  what  costs  and  expenses  they  are  put. 

[WiGHTMAN,  J. — If  the  Company  make  an  unreasonable  extra 
charge,  might  not  a  pei'son  who  had  declared  the  value  offer  a  reason- 
able sum,  and  require  them  to  carry  at  that  rate  ?]  If  the  plaintiff 
bad  refused  to  pay  the  extra  charge,  the  Company  would  not  have 
carried  this  dog.  Lyon  v.  Mells,  5  East  428,  was  decided  before  the 
Carriers*  Act,  11  G.  4  &  1  W.  4,  c.  68,  under  which  carriers  may  • 
limit  their  responsibility  even  in  case  of  negligence.  In  Phillips  v. 
Clark,  2  O.  B.  N.  S.  156  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  89),  the  stipulation  was  not 
that  the  carrier  would  not  be  responsible  for  leakage  or  breakage  "  in 
any  case,"  or  "however  caused." 

CocKBUBN,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  our  judgment  ought  to  be 
given  for  the  plaintiff.  At  the  same  time  I  think  it  right  at  the  out- 
set to  say  that,  upon  the  facts  stated  in  this  case,  we  should  not  be 
justified  in  drawing  the  inference  that  there  was  actual  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  Company.  My  judgment  proceeds  upon  the  ground 
that  the  ticket  by  which  the  Company  proposed  to  convert  their  com- 
mon law  contract  into  a  special  one  *is  void,  and  that  therefore  r«i  qo 
their  liability  is  that  of  common  carriers  at  common  law,  un-  ^ 
restricted  by  the  terms  introduced  into  the  ticket. 

Before  stat.  17  &  18  Yict.  c.  81,  a  railway  Company  could  have 
restricted  their  liability  as  carriers  at  common  law  by  entering  into 
special  contracts.  The  case  cited  by  Mr.  Brown,  decided  on  the  Car- 
riers' Act,  11  G.  4  &  1  W.  4,  c.  68,  and  the  cases  decided  indepen- 
dently of  that  Act  with  reference  to  special  contracts  entered  into  by 
railway  Companies,  establish  the  proposition  that  it  was  open  to  them 
to  restrict  their  liability  by  notices  within  much  narrower  limits  than 
those  to  which  it  extends  at  common  law.  But  the  consequence  of 
those  decisions  was  that  the  Legislature  interposed.  They  thought 
(and  I  cannot  but  think  wisely)  that  railways  being  in  many  instances 
the  only  means  of  carrying  goods  which  modern  convenience  admits 
of,  it  would  be  for  the  public  benefit  to  interfere  by  no  longer  permit- 
ting railway  Companies  to  maintain,  as  they  had  succeeded  in  doing, 
the  broad  proposition,  "We  will  by  contract- exempt  ourselves  from 
liability  for  our  own  negligence."  Accordingly  stat.  17  &  18  Vict* 
c.  31,  8.  7,  on  which  the  question  in  this  case  arises,  was  passed.  That 
section  enacts  in  substance  that  it  shall  not  be  competent  for  a  railway 
Company  to  limit  their  liability  in  respect  of  loss  or  injury  arising 
from  their  own  negligence,  unless  the  circumstances,  under  which 
they  seek  to  restrict  their  liability  make  it  just  and  reasonable  for 
them  to  do  so :  and  the  conditions  must  be  such  ''as  shall  be  adjudged 
by  the  Court  or  Judge,  before  whom  any  question  relating  thereto 
shall  be  tried,  to  be  just  and  reasonable." 
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The  first  question  is,  whether  this  case  is  within  sect.  7  of  stat.  17 

*1401  ^  ^^  ^^^^*  ^*  ^^'  ^^  ^^®  ingeniously  put  by  *Mr.  Spinks  that 
-*  a  dog  is  not  one  of  the  animals  to  which  sect.  7  relates.  On 
looking  at  the  strange  phraseology  of  the  section,  there  may  be  some 
little  doubt  whether  it  can  be  satisfactorily  concluded  that  it  does  em- 
brace this  case ;  but  to  avoid  the  inconsistencies  into  which  one  would 
be  driven  by  an  adherence  to  the  literal  language,  the  better  way  is 
to  take  refuge  in  the  solution  suggested  by  my  brother  Blackburn 
during  the  argument,  that  the  proviso  specifies  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  or  injury  done  to  ''any  of  the  following  of  such  animals  f  and 
this  will  give  a  reasonable  construction  to  the  section. 

If  so,  a  dog  is  within  this  section  ;  and  then  the  next  question  which 
arises  is,  was  it  intended  by  the  Company,  by  means  of  this  notice, 
which  was  given  with  a  view  to  limit  their  liability  with  reference  to 
the  carriage  of  a  dog,  to  secure  to  themselves  immunity  if  damage 
should  arise  from  their  own  negligence?  I  think  the  language  of  the 
notice  is  quite  wide  enough  to  admit  of  that  construction :  the  words 
"  in  any  case"  comprehend  the  6ase  of  negligence.  But  this  does  not 
rest  on  first  impression.  Our  attention  has  been  drawn  to  several 
instances  in  which,  under  the  Carriers'  Act,  11  G.  4  &  I  W.  4,  o.  68, 
and  since,  notices  in  this  general  form  have  been  held  to  be  applicable 
to  loss  or  injury  from  negligence.  Therefore  the  Company,  by  this 
ticket,  did  intend  to  protect  themselves,  in  respect  of  the  carriage  of 
the  dog,  from  liability  for  loss  or  injury  arising  from  their  own  negli- 
gence.   Consequently  the  case  is  within  sect.  7  in  these  two  respects. 

Then  the  question  arises,  is  the  notice  reasonable  7  I  think  that 
*14n  ^^^®^*^^  considerations  make  it  *  unreasonable.  The  Company 
-'  are  to  be  liable  for  loss  or  injury  "  notwithstanding  any  notice, 
condition  or  declaration  made  and  given  by  such  Company  contrary 
thereto,  or  in  anywise  limiting  such  liability,"  if  occasioned  by  the 
neglect  or  default  of  the  Company  or  its  servants.  Then  follows  the 
proviso  that  *'  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  preveat 
the  said  Companies  from  making  such  conditions  with  respect  to  the 
receiving,  forwarding  and  delivering  of  any  of  the  said  animals, 
articles,  goods  or  things  as  shall  be  adjudged  by  the  Court  or  Judge, 
before  whom  any  question  relating  thereto  shall  be  tried,  to  be  just 
and  reasonable."  The  qualification  or  proviso  on  the  previous  enact- 
ment is,  that  the  Company  may  limit  their  liability  by  conditions, 
which  the  Court  or  a  Judge  shall  adjudge-to  be  reasohable.  I  think 
that  the  burden  lies  upon  the  Company  of  making  out  the  affirmative 
of  the  proposition  that  the  conditions,  which  they  seek  to  introduce, 
for  limiting  their  liability  in  respect  of  negligence,  are  reasonable. 
What  then  are  the  facts  ?  'The  charge  is  8^.  for  the  carriage  of  a  dog^ 
of  the  value  not  exceeding  5L  and  if  the  value  exceeds  sT.,  they  put 
on  2}  per  cent,  on  the  value  beyond  &L,  or  6d.  in  the  pound,  which 
would  make  the  charge  two-thirds  higher  in  amount  than  the  ordinary 
charge  for  the  carriage  of  a  dog.  At  first  sight,  that  looks  like  an 
excessive  and  exorbitant  additional  charge,  though  it  may  not  be  so. 
The  Company  could  not  charge  3^.  for  carrying  a  dog  under  the  value 
of  62.  and  11^.  for  a  dog  above  the  value  of  62.  I  presume  that  there 
is  a  maximum  rate  of  charge,  and  that  the  charge  of  10^.  would  be 
much  above  the  maximum  charge  which  they  could  make;  if  not^ 
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our  attention  *woald  have  been  drawn  to  it.  Mr.  Spinks  pi^o 
argned  that  the  extra  charge  was  in  the  nature  of  insurance.  ^ 
It  may  be,  that,  under  special  circumstances  connected  with  the  con- 
veyance of  dogs,  2J  per  cent,  would  not  be  excessive  as  insumnce ; 
but,  in  the  absence  of  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  it  being  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  make  out  the  reasonableness  of  the  extra  charge 
stated  in  the  condition,  by  which  their  liability  is  to  be  limited,  I 
cannot  adjudge  that  this  condition  is  a  reasonable  one.  The  effect  is, 
that  the  condition  precedent,  imposed  by  the  Legislature  on  railway 
Companies  proposing  to  exempt  themselves  from  their  liability  as 
carriers  at  common  law,  is  not  fulfilled,  and  therefore  the  ticket  is 
void. 

Mr.  Spinks,  who  argued  the  case  very  ably  for  the  Company,  also 
argued  that  the  conditions  in  the  ticket  were  divisible,  and  that  the 
first  condition  was  reasonable ;  which  amounted  to  this,  that  if  the 
dog  was  of  less  value  than  6Z.  a  declaration  of  the  value  need  not  be 
made,  but  that  if  it  was  of  more  value  than  61  a  declaration  of  the 
value  must  be  made  and  signed  by  the  owner  of  his  agent  on  book- 
ing it,  otherwise  the  Company  would  not  be  liable  in  any  case  to  a 
greater  amount  than  the  value  declared.  If  the  ticket  stopped  there, 
and  this  condition  stood  alone,  I  do  not  know  that  it  might  not  be  a 
reasonable  condition.  When  the  value  of  an  article  of  the  same  kind 
varies  materially,  it  may  be  reasonable  that  the  carrier  should  be  en- 
titled to  call  upon  the  person  desiring  to  have  it  conveyed  to  declare 
the  value,  in  order  that  he  may  take  such  extra  care  as  shall  insure 
him  against  the  contingency  of  being  called  upon  to  make  good  loss 
or  damage  occurring  *in  the  conveyance  of  the  article.  But  r»i43 
when  the  ticket  is  looked  at  as  a  whole,  as  I  think  it  must  be  '- 
in  order  to  arrive  at  its  true  construction,  I  can  come  to  no  other 
conclusion  than  this,  that  the  Company  mean  to  say,  "  If  your  animal 
is  of  greater  value  than  51,  you  must  declare  the  value,  and  you  must 
pay,  in  addition  to  the  regular  fare,  2}  per  cent.,  or  6d,  in  the  pound, 
upon  the  excess  in  the  value  above  51. ;"  and  practically  the  efiect 
would  be,  that  if  the  owner  were  to  say,  '*  The  value  of  ray  dog  is 
above  6Z.,  but  I  decline  to  pay  an  unreasonable  extra  charge  for  in- 
surance^" the  Company  would  say  **  You  may  go,  but  we  shall  not 
carry  your  dog."  It  is  unreasonable  that  we  should  speculate  upon 
what  a  Company  might  possibly  do  in  such  a  case.  That  brings  us 
back  to  the  question  whether  the  extra  charge  is  reasonable  or  not.  I 
think  it  is  unreasonable  in  default  of  proof  to  the  contrary.  Conse- 
quently the  defendants  have  failed  to  show  a  good  condition,  on  which 
sdone  stat.  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  31,  authorizes  them  to  restrict  their  com- 
mon law  liability;  and  the  ticket  by  which  they  sought  to  restrict 
their  liability  failing,  they  are  altogether  unprotected  against  the  claim 
of  the  plaintiff  in  respect  of  the  loss,  just  as  if  they  had  contracted 
to  carry  as  common  carriers  without  any  notice.  Therefore  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  the  full  value  of  his  dog  independently 
of  any  question  of  negligence. 

I  think  that  stat.  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  81,  s.  7,  was  intended  to  afford 
relief  to  the  public  against  the  decisions  under  which  these  great 
Companies  protected  themselves  by  requiring  tickets  to  be  signed  by 
persons  bringing  things  to  be  carried ;  and  that  the  Legislature,  look- 
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*1441  ^^^  *^  *^^  ^®^  mode  of  conveyance  introduced  into  *tlie 
^  country,  and  to  the  monopoly  which  is  in  the  hands  of  these 
Companies,  to  whom  great  powers  are  given ;  and,  considering  that 
the  public,  bringing  things  to  be  carried,  must  submit  to  sign  the 
tickets  presented  to  them,  determined  that  these  Companies  should 
not*  have  the  advantage  accruing  to  them  from  this  extraordinary 
state  of  ciroumstanoes,  and  that  they  should  not  have  the  same  power 
which  other  persons  who  contract  to  carry  have  of  making  their  own 
bargains  and  stipulations;  but  should  be  subjected  to  this  restraint, 
that  if  they  impose  terms  upon  their  customers  those  terms  must  be 
such  as  a  Court  or  Judge  shall  think  just  and  reasonable. 

WiGHTMAN,  J. — The  plaintiff  has  obtained  a  verdict  for  21?.,  as  the 
value  of  a  dog  which  was  to  be  carried  by  the  defendants  on  their 
railway,  and  was  lost  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  inquire  whether  the 
loss  was  occasioned  by  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  Company  or  not; 
because  the  declaration  does  not  charge  that  the  defendants  were 
guilty  of  negligence,  but  that  they  were  liable  upon  their  common 
law  duty  as  common  carriers  safely  and  securely  to  carry  and  deliver 
the  dog.  If  that  be  so,  the  case  stands  thus — a  common  carrier  is 
only  bound  to  carry  goods  of  that  description  which  his  ordinary  call- 
ing requires  him  to  carry ;  and  dogs  are  not  such  a  description  of 
goods  as  at  common  law  carriers  might  be  required  to  carry.  Bat 
the  Company  may  have  so  conducted  their  business  as  to  agree  to 
carry  dogs  like  any  other  descriptions  of  goods,  in  which  case  the  com- 
mon law  liability  of  common  carriers  would  attach,  unless  that  is  re- 
♦1451  ^*'*^^®^  ^y  *°y  *circum stances  peculiar  to  their  dealing  with 
^  that  particular  species  of  property. 

The  question  is,  whether  in  this  case  circumstances  have  not  arisen 
to  qualify  the  general  liability  of  the  defendants  as  common  carriers. 
Now,  although  the  Company  have  made  it  part  of  their  dealings  with 
the  public,  when  carrying  as  common  carriers,  to  carry  dogs,  yet  they 
have  always  done  so  upon  special  terms  and  conditions ;  and  then  the 
question  is,  whether  the  special  terms  and  conditions  are  such  as  ex- 
empt them  from  being  liable  to  the  extent  which  this  verdict  would 
charge  them,  viz.,  the  full  value  of  the  dog,  21 1  The  contract  between 
the  parties  upon  which  the  Company  rely  is  this.  [His  lordship  read 
the  first  condition  of  the  ticket.(a)]  The  question  is,  whether  this 
contract  is  valid  or  not.  It  may  be  that  if  the  plaintiff  had  brought 
his  action  alleging  his  dog  to  be  of  the  value  of  51,  he  might  have 
recovered  in  that  action.  The  common  law  liability  would  attach 
unless  restricted  by  this  contract.  But  the  other  conditions  of  the 
ticket  are.  [His  lordship  read  them.(a)]  The  Company  do  not  saj, 
"We  will  not  carry  any  dog  unless  a  declaration  of  yalue  is  made, 
and  there  be  paid  2^  per  cent,  upon  the  declared  value,  as  for  insur- 
ance;" but  they  say,  "  We  will  be  liable  only  to  the  extent  of  5t" 
The  plaintiff  can  send  his  dog  to  Worthing  without  a  declaration, 
paying  3«.,  or  whatever  the  charge  for  carriage  may  be,  and  he  may 
run  the  risk  if  it  be  of  greater  value  than  5^.  But  he  pays  the  smaller 
sum;  and  then  he  is  in  the  position  of  his  own  insurer.  If  he  wishes 
to  make  the  Company  responsible  to  a  greater  extent  than  51.  in  case 

(a)  See  ante,  p.  126. 
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the  dog  is  lost,  he  must  then  under  the  third  condition  *(which  r^-i^^i 
seems  to  me  for  this  purpose  separable  from  the  first)  declare  ^ 
the  value,  and  pay  at  the  rate  of  2J  per  cent.  Whether  that  be  a 
reasonable  or  unreasonable  rate  he  has  not  the  means  of  ascertaining, 
nor  do  I  see  how  the  Court  can  ascertain  it,  though  there  may  be  in- 
surance Companies  which  insure  at  a  less  rate.  But  it  seems  to  me 
that  there  is  nothing  so  unreasonable  in  this  special  contract  which 
is  contained  in  the  ticket  offered  to  persons  bringing  a  dog  to  be  car- 
rie4t  and  which  the  plaintiff  by  his  agent's  signature  adopted,  as 
should  induce  me  to  consider  that  the  defendants  have  not  a  good 
defence  to  this  action.  I  think  the  plaintiff  might,  if  he  chose  to  be 
his  own  insurer  to  any  extent  beyond  5Z.,  nevertheless  have  succeeded 
in  an  action  against  the  Company  to  the  extent  of  ol.  But  since  he 
chooses  to  charge  the  company  as  insurers  to  the  full  amount,  I  think 
he  is  bound  by  this  contract,  in  which  there  is  nothing  flagrantly  un- 
just, and  the  Company  are  protected  on  the  ground  that  they  are 
only  insurers  to  the  extent  of  51. ;  as  he  has  not  chosen  to  declare  the 
value,  and  make  them  insurers  to  a  greater  amount  by  paying  the 
extra  charge  of  2|  per  cent.  As  the  plaintiff  sends  his  dog  without 
making  any  declaration  of  value,  and  does  not  pay  the  extra  charge, 
the  Company  are  only  liable  upon  the  previous  part  of  their  under- 
taking. I  think  the  one  condition  is  severable  from  the  other.  For 
these  reasons,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for 
21L  cannot  be  sustained;  but  that  it  aught  to  be  entered  for  him 
for  5t 

Cbompton,  J.,  had  gone  to  chambers. 

Blacebubn,  J. — I  agree  with  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  *that  r*^^^ 
the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  the  full  amount  of  the  '- 
verdict  for  21  J. 

This  being  a  case  in  which  we  are  to  draw  inferences  of  fact,  I 
do  not  think  the  facts  are  enough  to  show  that  the  Company  were 
guilty  of  any  negligence  causing  the  loss  of  th^  dog.  Nor  do  I  draw 
the  inference  that  the  plaintiff  was  guilty  of  negligence  conducive  to 
the  loss  of  the  dog,  which  might  have  been  a  defence  to  the  action.  I 
infer  simply  that  the  dog  was  casually  lost  in  the  course  of  the  jour- 
ney. Also,  I  find  nothing  to  lead  me  to  the  conclusion  as  an  infer- 
ence of  fact  that  the  dog  was  lost  from  fear  or  restiveness.  In  my 
view,  it  is  not  necessary  to  consider  whether  the  conditions  are  sever- 
able or  not,  because  the  Court  has  power  to  amend  the  pleadings  as 
it  thinks  fit. 

The  question  therefore  is,  whether  the  Company,  having  received 
the  dog  to  be  carried  under  the  ticket,  are  answerable  for  the  loss  of 
it  during  the  journey,  arising  from  a  casualty  for  which  neither  the 
plaintiff  nor  the  defendants  are  blameable.  That  depends  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  ticket,  as  regulated  and  affected  by  *'  The  Bail  way  and 
Canal  Traffic  Act,  1854,"  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  31.  Before  the  passing  of 
that  Act  a  series  of  cases,  among  which  were  Austin  v.  The  Manches- 
ter, Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Railway  Company,  10  C.  B.  454  (E. 
C  L.  B.  vol.  70),  in  the  Common  Pleas,  and  Carr  v.  The  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company,  7  Exch.  707,  in  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer, decided  that  where  a  railway  Company  had  made  a  contract 
contained  in  a  ticket  similar  to  the  present,  in  which  it  was  stipulated 
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that  they  should  not  be  answerable  for  any  accident,  however  caused, 
the  contract  bound  the  parties,  and  the  Company  were  not  answerable 
*1481  ^^^  *^y  ^^^^  ^^  *i°jury,  even  though  occasioned  by  their  own 
-'  negligence.  Then  the  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  on  which 
the  present  question  depends.  The  language  of  the  Act  is  difficult  to 
construe,  but  it  has  received  a  construction  by  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  Simons  v.  The  Great  Western  Railway  Company,  18  C.  B, 
805  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  86),  and  by  the  majority  of  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer Chamber  in  M^Manus  t;.  The  Lancashire  an4  Yorkshire  Railway 
Company,  4  H.  &  N.  827,  by  which  we  are  bound ;  and  I  may  add 
that  I  agree  in  that  construction.  The  majority  of  the  Court  in  the 
latter  case  say  (p.  849)  that  in  consequence  of  railway  and  canal  Com- 
panies having  practically  obtained  a  monopoly  of  carrying,  and  which 
the  public  were  obliged  to  submit  to,  the  object  of  the  Legislature  in 
Stat.  17  k  18  Vict.  c.  81,  was  to  interpose  and  require  that  a  Court  or 
a  Judge  should  see  that  the  conditions  in  the  speciaf  contract  made  by- 
railway  Companies  with  their  customers  were  just  and  reasonable  : 
they  say,  **It  is  uqr^sonable  that  the  Company  should  stipulate  for 
exemption  from  liability  for  the  consequence  of  their  own  negligence, 
however  gross,  or  misconduct,  however  flagrant,  and  that,  is  what  the 
condition  under  consideration  professes  to  do.  That  condition  is 
therefore  void,  and  the  case  stands  simply  upon  the  ground  that  the 
plaintiff  has  employed  the  defendants  to  carry  his  norse  safely,  and 
that  they  have  used  an  insufficient  and  improper  vehicle  for  that  pur- 
pose, whereby  the  horse  has  been  injured."  According  to  that  aeci- 
sion,  if  in  the  present  case  the  condition  which  the  Company  have 
imposed  is  unreasonable,  that  condition  being  void,  the  Company  have 
simply  contracted  to  carry  the  dog  safely ;  and  the  dog  having  been 
lost  by  no  excepted  peril,  the  Company  would  be  liable  upon  that 
*1491  ^^°*^^^^-  *Then  arise  two  questions,  "What  is  the  construc- 
J  tion  of  the  ticket?"  and  "Is  the  condition  reasonable  or  un- 
reasonable?" 

I  cannot  think  that  the  statute  does  not  apply  to  dogs  as  well  as 
horses.  Sect.  7  says,  "  every  such  Company  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
liable  for  the  loss  of,  or  for  any  injury  done  to,  any  horses,  cattle,  or 
other  animals,  or  to  any  articles,  ^oods,  or  things."  Words  could 
hardly  be  devised  more  comprehensive  to  include  animals  and  things 
usually  carried  by  railway  Companies.  It  is  true  that  the  subsequent 
proviso,  awkwardly  limiting  the  amount  to  be  recovered  for  injury  to 
certain  animals,  omits  '*dogs;"  and  it  is  argued  that  we  are  to  read 
the  enactment  with  that  proviso,  and  then  damages  would  not  be  re- 
coverable for  injury  to  any  animals  except  those  enumerated  in  the 
proviso.  But  I  do  not  think  that  that  proviso  restricts  the  generality 
of  the  words  in  the  enactment.  I  think  that  we  must  put  a  reasonable 
construction  upon  the  proviso,  and  read  the  words  "any  of  such  ani- 
mals beyond  the  sums  hereinafter  mentioned," as  "such  of  the  animals 
as  hereinafter  mentioned  beyond  the  sums  following."  Then  a  dog  is 
as  much  within  the  statute  as  a  horse.  The  point,  whether  a  live 
animal,  being  a  new  species  of  things  to  be  carried,  was  an  article  to 
the  carrying  of  which  the  common  law  liability  of  a  carrier  attached, 
which  had  been  thrown  out  by  Parke,  B.,  in  Carr  v:  The  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company,  7  Exch.  707,  arose  directly  in 
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M^Manus  v.  The  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company,  2  H. 
&  N.  693,  and  was  noticed  in  the  judgment  of  the  Court  (p.  702.)  I 
argued  the  case  as  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  and  I  looked  for  authori- 
ties which  might  bear  upon  the  point,  but  found  none.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  the  decision  of  *the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  r»i  ca 
was,  that  the  railway  Company  were  responsible  for  the  car-  •  *■ 
riage  of  a  live  animal ;  in  that  case  it  was  a  horse;  and  that  decision 
bears  upon  the  present  case,  if  the  condition  is  unreasonable. 

The  condition  laid  down  in  the  ticket  is,  that  ^*  the  Company  will 
not  be  liable  in  any  case  for  loss  or  damage  to  any  horse  or  other 
animal  above  the  value  of  40 i.,  or  any  dog  above  the  value  of  5Z.,  un- 
less a  declaration  of  its  value,  signed  by  the  owner  or  his  agent  at  the 
time  of  booking  the  same,  has  been  given  to  them,  and  by  such  decla- 
ration the  owner  shall  be  bound."  And  afterwards  it  is  stated,  "  If 
the  declared  value  of  any  horse  or  other  animal  exceed  40t,  or  any 
dog  51,  the  price  of  conveyance  will,  in  addition  to  the  regular  fare, 
be  after  the  rate  of  2|  per  cent.,  or  6d.  in  the  pound,  upon  the  de- 
clared value  above  401.  [or  5i]."  I  cannot  construe  these  as  not  being 
parts  of  the  same  condition.  And  if  the  Act  had  not  passed,  I  should 
have  been  obliged  to  construe  the  ticket  as  containing  this,  contract 
between  the  railway  Company  and  a  person  bringing  a  dog  above  a 
certain  value  to  be  carried,  "  It  shall  not  be  at  any  risk  to  the  Com- 
pany, unless  the  value  is  declared,  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the 
extra  charge  to  be  made  thereupon."  Then,  is  this  extra  charge 
reasonable  ?  I  say  this ;  because  some  extra  charge  may  be  reason- 
able. Looking  at  Simons  v.  The  Great  Western  Railway  Company, 
18  C.  B.  805  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  86),  where  it  was  decided  that  a  condi- 
tion, that  the  Company  were  not  to  be  responsible  for  any  loss  or 
damage  in  the  case  of  goods  conveyed  at  a  special  or  mileage  rate,  was 
just  and  reasonable ;  and  coupling  that  with  MacAndrew  v.  The  Elec- 
tric Telegraph  Company,  17  C.  B.  8  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  84),  and  the  other 
cases  *referred  to  in  the  argument,  which  supply  the  key  to  r»i  ki 
the  decision  of  the  Court  in  the  first-mentionea  case,  I  think  *- 
that  a  condition  is  reasonable  and  proper  which  meets  the  evil  of  the 
monopoly  possessed  by  railway  Companies,  and  which  gives  persons 
applying  to  them  a  bonS  fide  alternative  of  paying  the  extra  rate  of 
charge,  or  doing  something  which  is  reasonable.  But  I  construe  this 
ticket  as  saying,  that  if  there  is  no  declaration  of  value,  the  Company 
will  not  be  liable  in  any  case  for  loss  or  injury  to  any  animal  if  the 
value  is  more  than  bt  So  that  if  a  man  brings  such  a  dog  with  him 
to  be  carried,  the  Company  say,  "Either  we  shall  not  take  your  dog 
to  be  carried,  or  you  shall  pay  2|  per  cent,  upon  the  value  by  way  of 
insurance,  or  we  will  not  be  liable  in  any  case  for  loss  or  injury  by 
the  negligence  of  our  servants." 

I  have  had  doubts,  not  whether  this  condition  in  itself  was  reason- 
able or  not,  but  whether,  on  the  facts  here  stated,  we  are  put  in  a 
position  to  see  that  it  was  not  reasonable ;  for  the  statute  allows  such 
conditions  "  as  shall  be  adjudged  by  the  Court  or  Judge"  "  to  be  just 
and  reasonable."  Are  we  to  adjudge  that  this  condition  is  just  and 
reasonable,  or  that  it  is  not  just  and  reasonable,  or  that  we  cannot  ad- 
judge?  But  we  are  to  draw  inferences  of  fact,  and  considering  that 
the  charge  of  2|  per  cent,  is  primfi  facie  excessive,  and  that  the  Corn- 
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pany  have  all  the  materials  within  their  own  knowledge  for  showing 
the  condition  to  be  just  and  reasonable,  and  that  they  have  not  pro- 
duced that  evidence  before  us,  I  think  that  there  is  enough  to  justify 
me  as  a  Judge  in  drawing  the  conclusion,  which  I  have  no  doubt  of 
as  a  private  individual,  that  this  per  centage  is  excessive ;  and  conse- 
quently that  the  condition,  which  I  construe  to  mean,  '*  We  will  not 
*1521  *^^  responsible  in  any  case  for  any  loss  or  injury  unless  you  pay 
^  this  excessive  amount,"  is  unreasonable,  and  is  to  be  rejected. 
Hence  it  follows  that  the  Company  contracted  to  carry  safely,  per- 
haps excepting  the  case  of  loss  from  fear  or  restiveness,  which  is  not 
now  in  question,  and  they  have  not  done  so ;  and  therefore  they  are 
responsible  to  the  owner  for  the  value  of  the  dog. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for  21L{a) 

(a)  The  argiimenti  »nd  jndgmentg  in  this  ease  baTe  been  partly  compiled  firom  the  note  book 
of  the  late  T.  F«  Bllifl,  Bfq. 


IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER. 

HARRISON  V.  THE  LONDON,  BRIGHTON,  AND  SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY  COMPANY.    Feb.  S. 

For  bead-note,  see  ante,  p.  122. 

The  defendants  having  brought  error  upon  the  above  judgment,  the 
case  was  argued  in  Michaelmas  Vacation,  November  27th,  1861,  be- 
fore Erie,  C.  J.,  Williams,  Willes,  and  Keating,  JJ.,  and  Channelland 
Wilde,  BB.,  by 

F.  L,  Spinks,  for  the  defendants;  and 

Joseph  Brotvn,  for  the  plaintiflf. 

The  arguments  were  substantially  the  same  as  in  the  Court  below. 
The  only  additional  case  referred  to  was  Beall  v.  The  South  Devon 
Railway  Company,  5  H.  &  N.  876,  by  Channell,  B. 

Our.  adv.  tmft. 

There  being  a  difference  of  opinion  on  the  Bench,  the  following 
judgments  were  now  delivered. 

♦1631  *Erlb,  C,  J. — The  declaration  was  for  the  loss  of  a  dog 
^  delivered  to  be  carried.  The  pleas  are  to  be  amended  accord- 
ing to  any  inference  cf  fact  that  may  oe  drawn ;  thus  the  question  is 
raised  whether,  upon  the  facts,  the  plaintiff  proves  a  right  to  judg- 
ment 

The  facts  show  that  the  defendants  profess  to  the  public  to  carry 
dogs,  and  in  that  sense  are  common  carriers  of  dogs ;  at  the  same  time 
they  profess  that  their  liability  in  respect  of  dogs  of  more  value  than 
61.  is  limited  by  this  condition,  that  if  the  excess  of  value  above  52. 
be  not  declared  and  paid  for,  the  Company  will  not  in  any  case  be 
liable  for  loss  or  damage  thereto.  The  plaintiff  delivered  to  the  de- 
fendants a  dog  which  he  proved  to  be  of  the  value  of  21?.;  he  signed 
the  contract  containing  the  condition  above  mentioned,  and  the  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  2|  per  cent,  on  the  excess  above  61.,  as 
stated  in  the  case,  and  he  neither  declared  the  value  nor  paid  for  the 
excess  above  61.    The  loss  of  the  dog  occurred  through  pure  aocident| 
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and  was  not  occasioned  by  any  neglect  or  default  on  either  side — this 
being  the  inference  of  fact  drawn  in  the  Court  below  and  this  Court. 
For  that  loss  the  plaintiff  had  a  verdict  for  21Z.,  and  so  the  question 
was  raised  whether  he  was  entitled  to  keep  a  verdict  for  any  sum. 
The  judgment  of  the  Court  below  was  for  him ;  but  upon  error,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  reversed  and  entered  for  the  defendants. 

If  the  case  had  occurred  before  "  The  Eailway  and  Canal  Traffic 
Act,  1854,"  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  81,  the  defendants  would  have  been  en- 
titled to  succeed,  being  exempt  from  liability  for  loss  by  the  terms 
of  their  contract.  (See  Austin  v.  The  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lin- 
colnshire Railway  Company,  10  C.  B.  464  (E.  C.  L.  E.  vol.  70) ;  .^^  -^ 
Shaw  V.  The  York  and  Midland  *Eailway  Company,  13  Q.  B.  L  ^^^ 
347  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  66) ;  Austin  v.  The  Manchester,  Sheffield  and 
Lincolnshire  Railway  Company,  16  Q.  B.  600  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  71); 
Carr  v.  The  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company,  7  Exch. 
707.)  Then,  is  the  defence  which  would  have  existed  before  that  Act 
defeated  thereby  7  I  think  not^  on  two  grounds ;  1st,  Because  the 
7th  section  of  that  statute  has  no  application  to  this  case ;  and,  2dly, 
If  the  statute  has  any  application  thereto,  because  the  condition  in 
the  contract  of  the  plaintiff  was  just  and  reasonable. 

As  to  the  first  point,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  7th  section  of  the 
statute  is  confined  in  its  operation  to  losses  and  injuries  occasioned 
hy  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  railway  Company,  and  not  to  those 
occurring  through  pure  accident. 

In  the  construction  of  this  section,  I  differ  from  some  of  my  brethren 
for  whose  opinion  I  have  a  very  real  respect,  but  I  purposely  abstain 
from  expressing  deference  towards  them  or  regret  for  myself,  being 
sure  that  they  regard  only  the  interest  of  truth,  and  would  desire  that, 
if  possible,  I  should  make  my  opinion  clear,  though  opposed  to  theirs. 

The  enactment  in  effect  runs  thus.  Every  railway  and  canal  Com- 
pany shall  be  liable  for  the  loss  of  or  injury  to  any  horse  or  thing  in 
the  carrying  thereof  occasioned  by  the  neglect  or  default  of  such  Com- 
pany, notwithstanding  any  condition,  &c.,  made  by  such  Company  to 
the  contrary  thereof,  or  limiting  such  liability ;  every  such  condition, 
&c.,  being  hereby  declared  void.  Then  follow  the  provisoes,  all  of 
which  qualify  this  enactment,  except  that  relating  to  contracts  in 
writing,  which  is  a  distinct  matter. 

The  section  declares  that  the  Company  shall  be  liable  *for  r«^  ^^ 
the  loss  of  an  animal,  occasioned  by  the'  neglect  or  default  of  ^ 
the  Company,  and  if  the  loss  was  not  so  occasioned,  the  section  has 
no  application.  In  common  parlance,  neglect  or  default  would  ex- 
press culpable  conduct.  If  the  Legislature  intended  to  provide  for  all 
loss,  however  occasioned,  the  words  *^  loss  occasioned  by  the  neglect 
or  de&ult  of  the  Company,"  would  have  no  meaning,  and  no  operation. 

The  history  of  the  section,  as  contained  in  all  the  judgments  from 
Johnson  v.  The  Midland  Railway  Company,  4  Exch.  867,  downwards, 
shows  that  the  Legislature,  by  the  words  ''loss  occasioned  by  the 
neglect  or  default  of  the  Company,''  meant  loss  occasioned  by  culpable 
conduct,  and  not  a  mere  failure  to  deliver  occasioned  by  inevitable 
accident  without  any  blame.  All  the  Judges  have  agreed  that  the 
Legislature  interfered  on  account  of  the  interpretation  put  by  the 
Courts  on  certain  conditions  imposed  by  railway  Companies  on  cus- 
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tomers,  in  relation  to  the  carriage  of  live  animals,  to  the  effect  that 
the  Company  would  not  be  liable  for  an j  damage,  however  incurred. 
Although  in  each  case  the  Gompanj  only  sought  to  apply  the  condi- 
tion reasonably,  the  Courts  hela  tha(  they  claimed  to  be  irresponsible 
"for  negligence,  however  gross,  or  misconduct,  however  flagrant" 
(see  M^Manus  v.  The  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company, 
on  appeal,  4  H.  &  N.  827) ;  and  these  decisions  created  a  panic,  lest  the 
Companies  should  inflict  wilful  injury  and  claim  immunity.  The 
evil,  therefore,  to  be  remedied  was  irresponsibility  for  negligence  or 
other  culpable  conduct  created  by  a  condition,  and  the  purpose  of  the 
Legislature  was  to  apply  a  remedy  for  that  evil. 

The  exemption  from  liability  had  been  claimed  where  animals  had 
♦1561  ®^^^®^  ^^^  killed  or  injured.  The  contest  *was  whether  the 
'^  J  Companies  ought  to  be  exempt  from  liability  for  such  damage, 
if  caused  by  their  culpable  conduct;  and  the  more  minutely  the  sec- 
tion is  examined  the  more  clear  does  it  become  that  every  word  of 
the  enactment  has  a  rational  effect,  if  it  is  construed  to  take  away  that 
exemption  and  no  more.  It  creates  a  liability,  not  for  any  loss  jn 
respect  of  the  non-performance  of  the  duty  of  carrier,  which  would 
include  delay,  detention,  and  other  similar  causes  of  complaint,  but 
for  the  loss  of  or  injury  to  a  horse  or  other  thing.  The  actions  which 
are  said  to  have  caused  this  legislation  being  actions  for  injuries  to 
horses.  Further,  it  creates  a  liability  for  loss  of  or  injury  to  a  thing, 
not  howsoever  caused,  but  occasioned  by  the  neglect  or  default  of  the 
Company,  the  contest  being  whether  a  Company  could  exempt  them- 
selves fjpom  liability  for  misconduct.  Under  this  construction  the 
statute  would  only  come  into  operation  where,  in  an  action  for  the 
loss  of  or  injury  to  a  thing  carried,  the  defence  should  be  a  condition 
exempting  from  liability.  Then  if  the  plaintiff  showed  that  the  loss 
of  or  injury  to  the  thing  was  occasioned  by  the  neglect  or  default  of 
the  defendant,  the  condition  would  be  void  unless  the  proviso  which 
follows  the  enacting  clause  applies.  By  this  it  is  provided  that 
nothing  contained  in  the  statute  should  prevent  Companies  from 
making  such  conditions  as  a  Court  or  Judge  before  whom  any  ques- 
tion relating  thereto  should  be  tried,  should  adjudge  to  be  just  and 
reasonable. 

The  enactment  is  that  the  Companies  shall  not  exempt  themselves 
from  liability  for  losses,  &c.,  by  any  condition,  and  that  any  condition 
to  the  contrary  shall  be  null.  Then  follows  the  proviso  to  this  effect, 
viz.,  unless  the  Court  or  Judge  before  whom  the  trial  is  shall  think 
such  condition  just  and  reasonable.  The  meaning  is  that  it  should  be 
^l^ji  ^applied  in  the  case  above  supposed  as  an  answer  to  the  repli- 
■*  cation  either  by  way  of  rejoinder  or  otherwise;  alleging  that 
the  said  condition  was  just  and  reasonable.  In  this  sense  the  statute 
was  understood  and  applied  by  the  parties  and  the  Court  in  Simons 
v.  The  Great  Western  Railway  Company,  18  C.  B.  805  (E.  C.  L.  R. 
vol.  86).  So  the  pleadings  are  fram^,  and,  on  demurrers  to  the  re- 
plication and  rejoinder,  the  Court  before  whom  the  contract  was  in 
question  adjudged  the  fourteenth  article  to  be  unreasonable,  and  the 
fifteenth  to  be  reasonable.  By  this  construction  this  proviso  has  its 
proper  effect  of  limiting  the  preceding  enactment;  and  the. discre- 
tional power  of  declaring  such  a  condition,  so  used,  to  be  just  and 
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reasonable  within  this  proviso,  is  vested  in  the  Court  or  Judge  pre- 
siding at  the  trial  in  which  it  is  brought  forward,  probably  because 
the  circomstances  to  which  it  is  sought  to  be  applied  must  be  either 
in  proof  or  capable  of  being  put  in  proof  to  their  satisfaction  then. 
If  the  party  sought  to  apply  the  condition  unreasonably,  as  for  the 
purpose  of  justifying  wilful  misconduct,  the  Court  or  Judge  who  had 
all  the  circumstances  before  them  would  be  best  qualified  to  adjudge 
that  it  was  an  unreasonable  application.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  was 
sought  to  be  used  for  exemption  from  liability  for  conduct  which, 
though  found  to  be  actionable  negligence,  should  appear  to  them  to 
be  culpa  levissima,  they  might  hold  it  to  be  a  reasonable  ground  for 
exemption,  taking  into  their  account  all  the  terms  of  the  contract,  as 
was  done  in  respect  of  the  16th  article,  adjudged  to  be  reasonable  in 
Simons  v.  Great  Western  Railway  Company,  18  C.  B.  805  (E.  C.  L. 
R  vol.  86). 

Contracts  by  railway  companies  applicable  to  all  customers  must 
be  expressed  in  wide  terms,  capable  of  application  to  a  countless 
variety  of  occasions.  The  Court  or  *Judge  who  presides  at  r*i  50 
the  trial  in  which  the  condition  is  sought  to  be  used  sees  then  ^ 
the  application  that  is  contended  for,  and  an  adjudication  upon  an  ap- 
plication of  the  condition  to  the  circumstances  of  a  particular  case  can 
only  be  judged  of  when  that  case  is  ripe  for  judgment. 

In  any  other  sense  than  this,  a  power  to  make  contracts  which  the 
party  cannot  by  possibility  ascertain  to  be  valid  till  an  action  has  been 
tried,  and  the  contingency  of  the  test  of  justice  in  the  mind  of  the 
Court  or  Judge  who  happens  to  preside  has  been  ascertained,  seems  an 
illusory  privilege ;  and  if  the  Legislature  intended  that  all  the  condi 
tions  of  such  general  contracts  as  are  required  for  the  practical  con- 
duct of  railways  should  be  construed  according  to  the  application 
which  the  parties  sought  to  make,  rather  than  according  to  a  perverted 
meaning  which  ingenuity  might  discover,  the  interest  of  truth  would 
be  promoted. 

The  provisoes  that  follow,  except  as  above  excepted,  have  also  the 
legitimate  effect  of  qualifying  the  enactment.  By  the  second  proviso 
the  liability  for  negligence  thus  created  by  compulsion  is  limited  to  a 
maximum  of  value,  unless  the  customer  pays  a  premium  for  in- 
suring a  higher  value.  By  the  third  the  burden  of  proving  the  value 
is  thrown  on  the  customer ;  and  by  the  fifth  the  rights  ana  liabilities 
created  by  the  Carriers'  Act,  11  G.  4  &  1  W.  4,  c.  68,  are  preserved. 
The  fourth  proviso,  that  railway  and  oanal  Companies  can  only  bind 
a  customer  by  a  written  contract  signed  does  not  operate  as  a  pro- 
viso, nor  cohere  with  that  which  precedes  nor  with  that  which  follows. 
It  stands  therefore  as  a  separate  enactment. 

The  section  thus  construed  fulfils  the  supposed  purpose  for  which 
it  was  introduced ;  it  combines  with  the  law  *regulating  the  r«i  59 
rights  and  liabilities  of  railways  and  canal  Companies ;  it  may  ^ 
be  defective  perhaps  in  omitting  any  attempt  to  define  the  culpable 
conduct  which  is  included  in  the  terms  '*  neglect  or  default,"  but  it 
introduces  no  anomaly  in  the  law  relating  to  railways,  before  the 
decision  in  M'Manus  v.  The  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Com- 
pany, on  appeal,  4  H.  &  N.  827,  introduced  what  I  pray  leave  to  call 
semi-paralyzed  contracts,  valid  for  the  one  party,  but  contingently 
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void  for  the  railway  Company.  That  case  affirmed  that  special  con- 
tracts were  within  the  enacting  clause:  so  far  the  decision  binda^  but 
the  question  now  raised  is,  not  whether  special  contracts  are  within 
the  section,  but  whether  it  relates  to  any  special  contracts  except 
those  exempting  from  liability  for  misconduct.  That  point  is  new, 
and  upon  that  point  I  have  submitted  the  reasons  why  the  construc- 
tion above  mentioned  should  be  sanctioned. 

I  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  construction  contended  for  by  the 
plaintiff  ought  not  to  be  sanctioned. 

The  plaintiff  contends  that  the  7th  section  imposed  an  incapacity 
on  all  railway  Companies  in  respect  of  all  their  contracts  relating  to 
traffic; — namely,  they  are  to  have  power  to  contract  and  thereby 
create  obligations  binding  on  themselves,  but  they  cannot  by  any 
contract  create  an  obligatioa  certainly  binding  on  the  opposite  party. 
In  other  words,  any  contractor  with  a  railway  Company  concerning 
traffic  may  break  his  promise  with  impunity  if  the  Court  or  Judge 
who  tries  thinks  it  reasonable  to  allow  it. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice,  at  the  end  of  his  judgment  in  the  Court 
below,  thus  explains  his  view  of  the  law.(a)  "The  Legislature,  look- 
ing to  the  new  mode  of  conveyance"  (by  railway)  "  introduced  into 
*1 601  *^®  country,  and  *to  the  monopoly  which  is  in  the  hands  of 
-'  these  great  Companies,  to  whorif  great  powers  are  given,  and 
considering  that  the  public  bringing  things  to  be  carried  must  sign 
the  tickets  presented  them,  thought  that  these  Companies  should  not 
have  the  advantage  which  this  extraordinary  state  of  circumstances 
placed  in  their  hands,  and  that  they  should  not  have  the  same  power 
which  other  persons  who  contract  to  carry  have  of  making  their  own 
bargains  and  stipulations;  but  should  be  subjected  to  this  restraint, 
that  if  they  impose  terms  upon  their  customers  those  terms  must  be 
such  as  a  Court  or  Judge  shall  think  just  and  reasonable.".  To  the 
same  effect  is  the  judgment  of  this  Court  in  M'Manus  i;.  The  Lanca- 
shire and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company,  4  H.  &  N.  327,  848.  849. 
"The  Company  may  make  special  contracts  with  their  customers, 
provided  they  are  just  and  reasonable,  and  signed ;  and  whereas  the 
monopoly  created  by  railways  compels  the  public  to  employ  them  in 
the  conveyance  of  their  goods,  the  Legislature  have  thought  fit  to  im- 
pose the  mrther  security  that  the  Courts  shall  see  that  the  condition 
or  special  contract  is  just  and  reasonable.'^  To  the  same  effect  is  Simons 
V.  The  Great  Western  Railway  Company,  18  C.  B.  805,  829  (E.  C.  L. 
R.  vol.  86),  and  Peek  v.  The  North  Staffordshire  Railway  Company, 
E.  B.  &  E.  958,  977,  985  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96).  I  have  before  observed 
that  the  point  for  decision  in  M'Manus  v.  The  Lancashire  and  York- 
shire Railway  Company,  4  H.  &  N.  827,  848,  849,  was  not  the  point 
now  before  the  Court  Then  does  the  section  enact  that  all  the  con- 
tracts of  railway  Companies  relating  to  traffic  may  be  declared  void 
if  the  Court  or  Judge  at  the  close  of  litigation  thinks  them  unreason- 
able? I  am  of  opinion  that  it  does  not.  I  cannot  find  any  words  in 
*1611  *^®  section  approximating  in  the  slightest  decree  to  *express 
^  such  an  intention.  If  there  are  such  words  it  is  for  the  plain- 
tiff to  show  them ;  and  if  there  are  none  the  enactment  is  not  made.  But 
ifter  the  judgments  that  have  been  given,  I  am  bound  to  assume  that 

(a)  Ante,  p.  148. 
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there  are  words  capable  of  being  construed  in  the  sense  contended  for 
by  the  plaintiff.  Then  if  there  are,  and  the  choice  is  to  be  made  be- 
tween two  constructions  of  the  same  words,  the  reasons  in  support  of 
each  become  material.  With  regard  to  the  defendants'  construction, 
I  have  before  shown  that  it  gives  effect  to  every  word,  and  accords 
with  the  purpose  of  the  Legislature  in  making  the  enactment,  and 
comes  conveniently  into  practical  operation  with  the  general  body  of 
our  law ;  and  I  proceed  to  the  reasons,  as  I  understand  them,  on  which 
the  plaintiff  relies  to  support  his  construction. 

First.  It  is  said  that  all  power  of  making  contracts  absolutely  bind- 
ing should  be  taken  away,  because  railway  Companies  are  supposed 
to  have  great  capital,  and  to  afford  the  only  means  of  transit  which 
the  public  in  general  choose  to  adopt;  in  the  language  of  the  judg- 
ment above  cited  *'are  great  Companies,  having  a  monopoly  of  tran- 
sit." As  to  this  argument,  I  before  attempted  to  answer  it  (see 
M'Manus  v.  The  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railroad  Company,  on 
appeal,  4  H.  &  N.  346).  I  repeat  the  attempt  here,  and  I  say,  1st. 
That  the  Legislature  has  not  referred  to  monopoly,  nor  used  a  word 
indicating  that  railway  Companies  ought  to  be  deprived  of  any  of  their 
rights  because  they  have  large  capital,  and  are  practically  the  sole 
carriers  on  their  lines.  Such  an  enactment,  in  plain  terms,  would  be 
revolting  in  sense  and  feeling;  it  is  not  the  less  revolting  if  expressed 
circuitously.  2d.  I  submit  that  the  railway  Companies  have  no 
monopoly,  they  are  subject  to  external  ^competition  among  r^igo 
each  other,  and  the  evils  arising  from  that  competition,  in  ^ 
hindering  the  traffic  of  competing  lines,  led  in  great  measure  to  the 
first  five  sections  of  this  statute;  they  are  also  subject  to  internal  com- 
petition by  rival  carriers  making  them  carry  and  taking  from  them  a 
part  of  the  profit  arising  from  such  carriage.  3d.  Even  if  railways 
are  so  convenient  to  travellers  in  haste  that  they  require  to  be  con- 
trolled, the  same  reason  does  not  apply  to  canal  navigation  where 
there  is  neither  monopoly  nor  speed,  and  yet  the  seventh  section 
applies  to  canal  Companies  as  much  as  to  railways.  It  may  be  rea- 
sonable to  prevent  exemption  from  liability  for  wilful  wrong  in  canal 
Companies,  but  it  is  not  reasonable  to  cripple  their  power  of  contract- 
ing on  account  of  the  supposed  prosperity  of  their  rivals,  the  railways. 

Furthermore,  if  the  results  of  the  two  constructions  are  compared, 
the  comparison  supports  the  defendants'  case.  1st.  The  result  of  the 
enactment,  as -construed  by  the  plaintiff,  would  produce  a  remarkable 
anomaly — the  whole  of  the  community  would  be  struck  with  in- 
capacity, as  between  it  and  the  railway  and  canal  Companies,  analo- 
gous to  the  incapacity  of  infants  as  between  them  and  the  rest  of  the 
commiv^ity.  For,  as  no  infant  can  bind  himself,  except  so  far  as  the 
contract  is  for  his  benefit,  so  no  person  can  bind  himself  to  a  railway 
or  canal  Company,  except  so  far  as  a  Court  or  Judge  shall  find  the 
contract  just.  This  anomaly  is  not  so  prominent  where  the  contract 
relates  to  6d.  in  the  pound  for  a  dog ;  but  take  such  a  contract  as  that 
of  the  Ruabon  Company,  affecting  the  price  of  fuel  for  millions,  set 
out  in  Ee  Nicholson  v.  The  Great  Western  Railway  Company,  6  C. 
B.  N.  S.  366  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  94),  whereby  the  Railway  Company 
contracts  to  carry  to  London  and  *store  200,000  tons  of  coal  r«i  go 
annually  for  ten  years,  and  the  Coal  Company  contracts  to  pay   ^ 
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daring  those  years  at  least  40,000 Z.  per  annum  for  the  carriage.  If 
the  Railway  Company  carries  the  coals,  and  sues  for  the  40.000Z.,  did 
the  Legislature  intend  that  the  Coal  Company  should  be  able  to  raise 
the  question  whether  40,000?.  was  an  unreasonable  price ;  and  if  the 
Court  or  Judge  who  happens  to  try  the  cause  thinks  so,  defeat  the 
claims  of  the  carrier  ?  I  submit  not.  And  if  the  Coal  Company  sued 
the  Canal  Company  for  not  carrying,  could  the  Railway  Company 
prove  that  the  Coal  Company  intended  to  dispute  the  reasonableness 
of  the  price,  and  so  break  their  contract  when  payment  was  to  be 
made  ?     I  submit  not. 

Secondly.  As  to  the  practicability  of  testing  contracts  by  reason 
and  justice.  According  to  the  defendants'  construction,  the  Court  or 
Judge  can  be  called  on  to  say  whether  a  condition  is  just  only  in  a 
certain  stage  of  one  class  of  actions  where  the  case  turns  on  one  class 
of  conditions.  According  to  the  plaintiff's  construction,  they  may  be 
called  on,  in  respect  of  all  manner  of  contracts  for  traffic,  to  say 
whether  a  condition  is  just.  In  M'Manus  v.  The  Lancashire  and  York- 
shire Railway  Company,  on  appeal,  4  H.  &  N.  827,  846,  I  suggested 
that  the  test  of  the  just  and  reasonable  varies  with  the  person  who 
has  to  apply  it ;  some  trust  to  the  common  law  liability  of  carriers, 
some  to  an  intuitive  perception,  some  to  the  obligation  of  a  promise, 
and  some  to  their  knowledge  of  the  management  of  railways.  It  was 
there  suggested  that  the  latter  knowledge  was  beyond  the  judicial 
ken  ;  and  the  judgment  in  the  Court  below  supports  that  suggestion. 
*1 641  ^^^  ^^^  Judges  there  have  applied  their  faculties  and  learning 
J  *to  see  whether,  if  3«.  is  the  fare  of  a  dog  worth  5Z.,  it  would 
be  just  either  to  charge  8«.  6c?.  for  a  dog  worth  6Z.,  or  to  charge  by  the 
lump  for  the  journey  instead  of  by  the  mile,  and  they  incline  to  find 
injustice  in  both  respects ;  and  they  so  decide  chiefiy  on  the  ground 
that  the  burden  of  proof  was  on  the  Company.  I  am  not  now  on  the 
point  whether  the  condition  was  unjust  on  these  grounds,  but  on  the 
incompetency  of  any  Court  or  Judge  to  say  whether  such  a  charge 
was  unjust,  and  the  improbability  that  the  Legislature  should  intend 
to  impose  such  a  task.  The  decision  indicates  that  Lord  Campbell, 
who  tried  this  cause,  and  who  had  the  jurisdiction  to  say  whether  the 
condition  was  just,  ought  to  have  inquired  into  the  risk  of  injury  to 
a  dog  forced  by  a  stranger,  in  spite  of  alarm,  into  the  dog-box  of  a 
train,  and  held  again  by  a  stranger  at  the  end  of  the  journey  till  the 
owner  takes  it ;  and  into  the  frequency  of  claims  for  compensation, 
in  respect  of  dogs,  and  so  forth ;  and  with  respect  to  charging  a  lump 
sum,  to  have  tried  whether  a  charge  by  the  mile  would  be  practicable, 
— that  is,  if  the  charge  for  the  dog's  journey  was  one-ninth  of  Id.  per^ 
pound  per  mile,  and  that  is  excessive,  and  one-eighteenth  wwld  be 
fair,  would  it  be  practicable  for  a  clerk  to  say,  with  the  readiness  re- 
quired for  railway  tickets,  what  is  the  fare  for  a  dog  worth  21Z.  going 
seventy-five  miles  at  one-eighteenth  of  a  Id.  per  pound  per  mile  ?  I 
think  that  a  Court  or  Judge  is  incompetent  to  say  what  justice  re- 
quires in  respect  of  such  questions;  and  that  the  Legislature  never 
intended  to  put  the  degradation  on  them  of  making  them  resort  to  a 
helpless  guess  at  the  dictates  of  justice  in  respect  of  a  question  which 
is  within  the  province  of  fact,  not  of  law. 
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Thirdly.   The  incouvenienoe  of  fixing  the  contingency  *of   r*^  gg 
validity  or  invalidity  of  all  contracts  relating  to  carriage  on  '- 
the  contingency  of  the  Court  or  Judge's  opinion  at  the  close  of  litiga- 
tion I  have  before  adverted  to,  and  I  submit  it  is  a  further  reason 
against  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  plaintiff. 

Fourthly.  Hitherto  I  have  submitted  that  it  is  not  probable  that 
the  Legislature  intended  to  inflict  on  railway  Companies  the  evil 
which  the  construction  contended  for  has  brought  upon  them.  1 
farther  submit  that  it  did  not  intend  to  inflict  the  evil  resulting  there- 
from on  the  community,  by  reason  that  the  construction  leads  every 
contractor  with  a  railway  Company  to  think  that  the  law  allows  him 
to  break  his  promise  with  a  railway  with  impunity,  although  he  may 
have  received  'the  consideration  for  it,  if  a  Court  or  Judge  should 
approve. 

Throughout  the  litigation  on  this  liability  of  railway  Companies, 
the  Companies,  according  to  my  observation,  have  acted  fairly,  the 
customers  quite  the  reverse.  In  Peek  v.  The  North  StaflTordshire 
Railway  Company,  E.  B.  &  E.  958  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96),  the  plaintiff 
used  the  railway  to  carry  his  marbles  at  a  lower  rate,  and  promised 
to  take  the  risk  on  himself.  In  M'Manus  v.  The  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  Eailway  Company,  2  H.  &  N.  698,(a)  the  plaintiff  used  the 
railway  for  his  horses,  and  paid  2d.  instead  of  4d  per  mile,  on  his 
promise  to  take  the  risk  on  himself.  In  this  case  the  plaintiff  paid  Ss. 
instead  of  lis.  for  his  dog,  and  promised  to  take  the  risk  on  himself. 
Yet  in  all  these  actions  the  plaintiff,  who  had  passed  their  promise  to 
the  railway  Company,  broke  it  without  scruple,  and  avowed  that  they 
had  wrongfully  aeprived  the  Company  of  the  premium  due  to  them, 
and  still  succeeded  in  laying  a  risk  on  the  Companies  *which  r«i  gg 
they  had  promised  to  bear  themselves.  I  think  that  the  Legis-  '- 
lature  never  intended  to  teach  a  large  class  of  contractors  to  consider 
whether  a  Court  or  Judge  would  sanction  a  breach  of  their  contract, 
—it  being  of  intense  importance,  legal  as  well  as  general,  to  enforce 
the  notion  that  contracts  bind. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  first  point  is  established, 
and  that  the  statute  does  not  apply  to  this  case,  there  being  no  mis- 
conduct; and  therefore  the  contract  maintains  the  defence. 

On  the  second  point.  If  the  statute  is  decided  to  apply  to  the 
action,  the  question  remains,  Was  the  condition  just  and  reasonable  ? 
I  am  of  opinion  that  it  was.  The  section  gives  the  Company  a  right  to 
a  premium,  if  the  customer  requires  that  it  should  take  a  risk  beyond 
the  value  of  5Z.  The  condition  is  that  a  customer  intending  to  impose 
the  higher  risk  on  the  Company,  and  withholding  the  premium  which, 
in  honesty  as  well  as  law,  is  due,  is  to  bear  the  risk.  The  customer, 
hy  making  no  declaration,  wrongfully  deprives  the  Company  of  that 
which  is  the  consideration  for  their  liability,  and  also  prevents  them 
from  taking  what  might  be  greater  precaution.  Under  those  circum- 
stances is  not  the  contract  reasonable  which  exonerates  the  Company 
from  responsibility  for  any  negligence,  short  of  wilful  misconduct, 
towards  a  customer  who  has  been  guilty  of  grave  misconduct  towards 
them?  I  think  that  exemption  from  liability  in  any  case  or  for  any 
damage,  however  caused,  was  never  intended  to  exempt  from  wilful 

(a)  S.  C.  on  appeal,  4  H.  Jk  N.  327. 
B.  A  S.,  VOL.  II.— 8 
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wrong,  and  coald  not  so  exempt ;  and  I  further  think  that  the  defend- 
ant had  a  right  to  stipulate  for  exemption  from  all  responsibility  ex- 
cept wilful  wrong,  and  that  such  is  the  effect  of  the  condition. 
*1 871  *Sv6n  if  the  condition  is  not  just  for  exemption  from  respon- 
-I  sibility  for  any  negligence,  it  is  severable,  and  valid  pro  tanto 
to  exempt  when  there  is  no  negligence. 

If  it  is  contended  that  the  condition  is  void,  because  6cL  in  the 
pound  is  presumed  to  be  exorbitant,  and  a  charge  in  the  lump  for  the 
journey  unfair,  unless  evidence  to  the  contrary  is  adduced,  I  answer 
that  a  contract  is  to  be  presumed  to  be  just  and  reasonable  till  the 
party  imputing  wrong  gives  some  proof  that  his  imputation  is  well 
founded ;  that  the  contract  throws  the  burthen  of  proof  on  him  who 
impeaches  it,  and  that  the  speed  in  which  some  customers  make  their 
contracts  is  no  reason  for  presuming  that  all  are  treated  unfairly. 

Fttrthermore,  with  respect  to  the  plaintiff^s  claim  to  hold  the  con- 
tract void,  because  the  per  centage  for  the  excess  above  bl.  was  exor- 
bitant, not  only  was  it  never  intended  to  refer  such  a  question  to  the 
Judges  for  the  reasons  before  adduced,  but  also  from  the  words  of  the 
statute  itself  making  it  lawful  for  the  Company  to  take  a  reasonable 
per  centage  for  the  excess.  By  that  enactment,  the  question,  whether 
the  per  centage.  is  reasonable,  is,  in  my  opinion,  referred  to  a  jury  ; 
and,  if  the  Company  demand  an  unreasonable  per  centage,  the  custo- 
mer may  bring  the  question  before  a  jury  according  to  ordinary  cus- 
tom, either  by  paying  under  protest  or  otherwise,  and  as  the  question 
is  so  referred  to  a  jury  it  probably  was  not  intended  to  be  referred  to 
the  Judges  under  the  preceding  proviso. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  condition  must  be  taken 
to  have  been  just  and  reasonable,  and  that  on  both  grounds  the  defend- 
ants below  are  entitled  to  judgment 

♦1681       *^y  brother  Keating  concurs  with  me  that  the  judgment 
^   ought  to  be  reversed  on  both  grounds. 

My  brothers  Williams  and  Channell  think  that  the  judgment  ought 
to  be  reversed  on  the  second  point,  viz.  that  the  condition  in  question 
was  just  and  reasonable,  and  five  no  opinion  on  the  first  point. 

Wilde,  B. — I  regret  that  I  cannot  agree  with  the  majority  of  the 
Court,  for  I  think  the  decision  of  the  Court  below  was  right 

This  is  by  no  means  a  new  subject;  it  has  been  discussed  in  a 
variety  of  cases,  some  of  which  have  found  their  way  by  appeal  into 
this  Court  The  statute  regulating  railway  traffic  was  intended  as  a 
salutary  restraint  upon  the  power  which  the  monopoly  as  carriers  has 
virtually  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  railway  Companies,  and  its  oon> 
struction  is  of  daily  increasing  importance.  The  number  of  transac- 
tions daily  occurring  under  and  regulated  by  this  statute  is  enormous. 
It  would,  therefore,  be  a  great  misfortune  and  a  great  scandal  on  the 
administration  of  the  law  if  the  previous  decisions  of  this  Court  were 
departed  from.  And  a  worse  evil  would  be,  that  the  practical  effect 
of  such  decisions  should  be  neutralized  by  nice  distinctions  or  refined 
objections. 

I,  therefore,  forbear  to  argue  on  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  or  to 
defend  its  provisions.  The  latter  office  devolves  upon  the  Legislatare 
itself:  and  the  former  has  been  judicially  performed  once  for  all  by 
this  Court  in  the  case  of  M'Manus  v.  The  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire 
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Railway  Company,  4  H.  &  N.  827.  We  are,  in  my  opinion,  bound 
by  that  case  until  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeal,  and  I 
act  upon  it  the  more  readily  as  I  entirely  ^concur  with  it.  I  r»-(/»o 
make  these  remarks  because  I  am  of  opinion  that  tbat  case  de-  '- 
cides  all  the  chief  points  raised  in  argument  on  the  present  occasion. 
The  Court  there  expressed  themselves  as  follows,  p.  849 :  "  Before  the 
statute,  every  ease  in  which  a  special  limited  liability  was  substituted 
for  the  general  common  law  obligation  of  the  carrier,  whether  by 
notice  acquiesced  in,  or  document  signed  by  the  customer,  was  one 
of  special  contract,  and  the  statute  is  to  be  construed  with  reference 
to  tbat  state  of  the  law."  And  they  there  declared,  p.  848,  "  That  the 
true  construction  of  the  Act  and  the  result  of  its  provisions  is  this : 
viz.,  that  the  Company  may  make  special  contracts  with  their  custo- 
mers, provided  they  are  just  and  reasonable,  and  signed;  and  whereas 
the  monopoly  created  by  railways  compels  the  public  to  employ  them 
in  the  conveyance  of  their  goods,  the  Legislature  have  thought  fit  to 
impose  the  further  security  that  the  Courts  shall  see  that  the  condi- 
tion or  special  contract  is  just  and  reasonable."  I  now  apply  this  de- 
cision to  the  present  case. 

Under  the  general  common  law  liability  of  a  carrier,  the  defendants 
would  no  doubt  be  responsible  for  the  safe  delivery  of  the  dog  in  ques- 
tion. If  that  liability  is  restricted  or  altered,  it  must  be  by  special  con- 
tractor condition.  Such  special  contractor  condition  will  be  valid  if  just 
and  reasonable ;  but  if  not,  it  will  be  void,  and  the  liability  unrestricted. 

The  only  true  question,  therefore,  in  this  case  (if  the  decision  in 
M^Manus  v.  The  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company,  4  H. 
&  N.  827,  ia  freely  and  fully  adhered  to),  is  whether  the  contract  was 
a  just  and  reasonable  one.  I  agree  with  the  learned  counsel  for  the 
railway  ^Company,  that  the  true  construction  of  this  contract  r«-t  ^a 
is,  that  if  the  dog  should  turn  out  to  be  worth  more  than  51,  ^ 
the  plaintiff  can  recover  nothing.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  con- 
dition only  means  that  the 'plaintiff  cannot  recover  more  than  51  But 
the  force  of  the  language  used  is  irresistible,  and  the  construction  put 
by  the  Company  themselves  on  the  condition  is  clearly  correct. 

The  question  then  arises,  is  this  condition  just  and  reasonable? 
This  is  for  the  Court  or  a  Judge  to  decide.  Sometimes  such  a  ques- 
tion may  depend  upon  facts  not  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Court  or 
a  Judge.  Some  conditions  may  be  manifestly  reasonable  or  unreason- 
able in  themselves ;  whereas  others  may  be  so,  or  not,  only  in  rela- 
tion to  extrinsic  facts,  such  as  the  nature  and  necessary  regulation  of 
traffic,  the  cost  of  carriage,  and  the  remunerative  rates  of  insurance. 
In  these  latter  oases,  the  Legislature,  in  my  opinion,  intended  that  the 
Court  or  a  Judge  should  receive  evidence  of  such  facts  as  the  basis  of 
their  decision.  If  the  condition  appeared  reasonable  on  the  face  of  it, 
it  would  be  for  the  party  impeaching  it  to  adduce  evidence  of  the  facts 
which  showed  it  to  be  unreasonable.  If  the  condition  appeared  un- 
reasonable, it  would  be  for  the  Company  to  adduce  evidence  in  its 
vindication.  I  see  no  difficulty  in  applying  and  working  out  the  pro- 
visions of  this  very  beneficial  Act  in  this  manner.  But  whether  it  is 
difficult  or  not,  the  plain  words  of  the  statute  cast  this  duty  on  the 
Court  or  a  Judge;  and  although  cases  might  be  put  in  which  such 
difficulty^  existfi^  that  does  not  entitle  us  to  repeal  the  Act. 
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Now  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  condition  in  question  is  unjust  and 
unreasonable.  The  result  of  it  is  simply  this :  "  If  we  the  Company 
*1711  ^^^y  ^^  ^^&  ^°^  ^^  turns  *out  eventually  that  the  dog  is 
J  worth  more  than  6t,  you  must  either  bear  the  consequences  of 
accident  or  any  neglect,  however  gross,  on  our  part,  or  you  must  pay 
2^  per  cent,  on  the  declared  value  of  the  dog,  above  67.,  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  rate  of  carriage."  This  condition  therefore  deprives  the 
passenger  of  all  remedy  for  negligence  of  the  Company  if  he  bonS 
fide  acts  on  the  belief  that  his  dog  is  worth  less  than  5Z.,  and  in  con- 
sequence makes  no  declaration,  should  he  afterwards  turn  out  to  be 
mistaken,  and  the  dog  be  worth  more  than  bh 

And,  further,  if  he  does  make  a  declaration  of  value,  it  imposes  on 
him  a  payment  by  way  of  insurance  so  large,  as  in  the  present  case, 
to  amount  to  more  than  three  times  as  much  as  the  original  rate  of 
carriage.  If  the  dog  had  been  worth  6t,  8«.  would  have  represented 
the  Company's  expenses  and  risks,  for  that  is  their  charge  for  such  a 
dog.  If  the  dog  is  worth  212.,  as  in  the  present  case,  the  charge  for 
carriage  and  insurance  under  the  condition  would  amount  in  the  whole 
to  eleven  shillings.  Neither  of  these  conditions  appears  to  me  to  be 
just.  The  effect  of  the  first  is  to  cast  upon  the  passenger,  however 
innocent,  the  consequences  of  the  Company's  neglect,  however  gross: 
and  this  by  means  of  the  monopoly  of  the  railway  Companies,  And 
as  it  is  expressly  within  the  evil  which  the  statute  intended  to  remedy, 
the  condition  is  one  which  the  Court  ought  not  to  enforce. 

Now  it  might  be  reasonable  to  compel  the  owner  to  put  a  value  on 
his  dog,  to  make  him  pay  a  per  centage  on  that  value  as  insurance, 
and  to  stipulate  that  in  case  of  loss  or  injury  he  should  recover  no 
more  than  the  value  he  had  himself  fixed.  But  to  visit  him  with  the 
*17^1  ^^^^^^3  ^^  ^^s  property,  when  he  had  practised  no  ^deception 
^  and  been  guilty  of  no  fault,  seems  to  me  to  be  clearly  unjust 
and  unreasonable. 

It  was  argued  that  this  condition  was  justified  by  an  analogy  to  the 
Carriers'  Act,  11  G.  4  &  1  W.  4,  c.  68.  But  the  subject-matter  to 
which  the  Legislature  there  appli^  a  condition  somewhat  similar  was 
in  its  nature  totally  different.  That  Act  applied  only  to  certain  arti- 
cles of  a  very  valuable  nature  enclosed  in  parcels  and  not  visible  to 
the  carrier,  who  was  thus  ignorant  of  their  *'  nature  or  value."  And 
if  the  Legislature  had  considered  that  such  a  provision  was  reason- 
able for  the  protection  of  carriers  in  other  oases,  the  provision  would 
have  been  general,  and  not  confined  to  such  articles  so  concealed  from 
view.  The  preamble  to  that  Act  shows  its  special  objects.  **  Whereas 
by  reason  of  the  frequent  practice  of  bankers  and  others  of  sending  by 
the  public  mails,  stage  coaches,  wagons,  vans,  and  other  public  con- 
veyances by  land  for  hire,  parcels  and  packages  containing  money, 
bills,  notes,  jewellery,  and  other  articles  of  great  value  in  small  com- 
pass, much  valuable  property  is  rendered  liable  to  depredation,  and 
the  responsibility  of  mail  contractors,  stage  coach  proprietors,  and 
common  carriers  for  hire  is  greatly  increased :  And  whereas  through 
the  frequent  omission  by  persons  sending  such  parcels  and  packages 
to  notify  the  value  and  nature  of  the  contents  thereof,  so  as  to  enable 
such  mail  contractors,  stage  coach  proprietors,  and  other  common  car- 
riers, by  due  diligence,  to  protect  themselves  against  losses  arising 
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from  their  legal  responsibility  ....  they  bave  become  exposed  to 
great  aod  unavoidable  risks,  and  have  thereby  sustained  heavy  losses." 
The  evil  here  stated  to  be  met  was.  exceptional,  and  the  provisions 
made  were  correspondent  to  it.  Articles  of  high  value  in  small  par- 
cels were  the  subject  *of  unusual  and  unforeseen  risk  to  the  r»i  70 
carrier,  and  his  obligations  were  relaxed  in  a  corresponding  ^ 
degree.  The  operative  clause  speaks  of  goods  "  contained  in  any  par- 
cel or  package,"  and  the  provision  is  obviously  founded  upon  the 
necessary  ignorance  of  the  carrier  as  to  the  nature  of  the  goods  he  is 
carrying.  Hence  the  requisition  upon  the  sender  or  passenger  to 
communicate  the  "nature"(a)  and  **  contents'^*)  of  such  parcel — an 
evil  and  remedy  obviously  not  existing  or  required  in  reference  to  a 
dog.  But  the  statute  left  all  other  goods  as  tnev  were  before  in  re- 
spect of  this  special  species  of  exemption,  and  if  a  dog  had  been  ear- 
ned by  an  ordinarj^  carrier  after  that  act,  no  such  exemption  could 
have  been  claimed  in  the  carrier's  favour.  The  statute,  ror  this  and 
other  reasons  which  might  be  adduced,  is  no  precedent  to  establish 
the  justice  of  the  condition  in  question,  and  it  must  stand  or  fall  by 
its  own  merits. 

Then,  as  to  the  increase  of  charge.  The  amount  of  it,  as  I  have 
already  pointed  out,  makes  it  apparently  unreasonable  on  the  face  of 
it.  If  any  facts  exist  upon  which  it  could  be  shown  to  be  in  fact  just 
or  reasonable,  it  was  for  the  Company  to  adduce  them.  They  have 
not  done  so,  and  the  Court  is  left  to  adjudicate  on  the  condition  as  it 
stands.  My  judgment  is  against  it,  and  I  think  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  below  should  be  affirmed.  Judgment  reversed. 

(a)  Seot  1.  (6)  Sect.  2. 


♦BUTTON  and  Another  v.  POWLBS.     [Jan.  25,  1861.]  [♦174 

Charter'pariy.'^Duty  of  charterer. — Bills  of  lading. — Consular  manifest. 

DMUration  stated  that,  by  eharter-party  between  tbe  plaintifb  (owners  of  the  ship  P.)  and 
the  defendant  (a  merehant  at  LiTorpool),  it  was  agreed  that  the  ship  should  receive  on  board 
from  the  defendant  a  cargo,  and  should  prooeed  to  C,  Ac,  and  there  deliver  it  agreeably  to 
bills  of  lading ;  that  the  defendant  should  deliver  the  cargo  alongside,  and  receive  it  at  the  port 
of  discharge ;  that  he  should  pay  a  lump  sum  for  the  hire  of  the  vessel,  Ac. ;  and  that  the  master 
should  sign  bills  of  lading.  It  then  alleged  that  the  defendant  put  up  the  ship  as  a  general 
•hip;  that  goods  were  shipped  by  him,  and  eight  bills  of  lading  were  made  out  by  the  shippers 
snd  ligned  by  the  captain ;  that  it  was  usual  at  Liverpool  for  the  shippers  of  goods  by  vessels 
to  make  out  for  the  captain  a  correct  copy  of  each  bill  of  lading ;  that  the  shippers  made  out 
eopits  of  the  eight  bills  of  lading  and  delivered  them  to  the  defendant  for  the  captain ;  that  the 
defendant  Icept  the  captain's  copies,  and  the  plaintifTs  had  no  copies,  nor  was  it  in  their  power 
to  obtain  copies  except  firom  the  defendant ;  that  it  was  necessary,  as  tbe  defendant  well  knew, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  voyage,  and  to  secure  the  goods  from  being  confiscated  abroad,  and  to 
enable  the  plaintiffs  to  deliver  them  to  the  consignees,  that  a  consular  manifest  should  be  made 
OBt  in  which  an  accurate  account  and  description  of  the  goods  included  in  the  eight  bills  of 
lading  should  be  given ;  and  that  it  was  necessary,  as  the  defendant  well  knew,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  out  a  complete  and  accurate  oonsular  manifest,  that  the  person  employed  to  make  it  out 
ihould  have  all  the  bills  of  lading  or  copies  thereof:  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  defendant  as 
charterer,  and  under  the  charter-party,  upon  request  of  the  owners  of  the  vessel,  to  hand  over 
the  captain's  copies  of  the  bills  of  lading  for  tbe  purpose  of  enabling  a  complete  and  accurate 
eoDtalar  manifest  to  be  made  out ;  and  that  the  defendant  was  required  by  the  plaintiffs  to  hand 
orer  the  copies  to  K.,  their  agent  at  Liverpool :  but  the  defendant  negligently,  improperly  and 
csrelessly  only  handed  over  to  K.  copies  of  six  out  of  the  eight  bills  of  lading  as  and  for  the  whole 
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of  the  Mill  of  lading  relating  to  the  goodi ;  whereby  and  bj  reason  of  snob  negligenoe,  improper 
<M>i|daot  and  eareleisnesi,  an  incomplete  and  inaccarate  conialar  manifest  was  made  oat.  Special 
damage  was  averred.  Held  by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Benoh,  and  affirmed  by  the  Bzcbeqiier 
Chamber,  that  the  declaration  was  bad  for  not  showing  that  either  by  express  contract  or  mer- 
eantile  usage,  or  firom  oircnmstances,  there  was  a  duty  on  the  defendant  to  hand  over  the  oopiee 
of  the  bills  of  lading  to  the  plaintiffii. 

The  declaration  stated  that  the  plaintiffs  were  owners  of  a  certain 
vessel,  called  The  Panuco,  and  the  aefendant  was  a  merchant  at  Liver- 
pool, trading  under  the  name,  style  and  firm  of  ''A.  W.  Powles  & 
♦1751  ^^"  •  *^^  ^y  *  certain  *charter-party,  made,  to  wit,  on  the  27th 
-'  January,  A.  D.  1859,  by  and  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  de- 
fendant, it  was,  amongst  other  things,  agreed  that  the  said  vessel 
should  be  immediately  made  ready,  and  receive  and  take  on  board 
from  the  defendant  a  full  and  complete  cargo  of  lawful  merchandise 
and  specie,  including  gunpowder  if  any  in  the  river,  and  thereupon, 
on  being  despatched,  should  proceed  to  Puerto  Cabello  *if  Cura^oa, 
and  there,  or  as  near  thereto  as  she  could  safely  get,  deliver  the  said 
cargo  in  the  usual  and  customary  manner  agreeably  to  bills  of  lading, 
and  so  end  the  voyage.  And  it  was  thereby  further  agreed  that  the 
defendant  should  deliver  alongside  the  cargo  to  be  laden  on  board  the 
said  vessel,  and  should  receive,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  received,  at 
her  port  of  discharge  in  the  usual  and  customary  manner,  and  that  be 
should  and  would  pay  for  the  use  and  hire  of  the  said  vessel,  in 
respect  of  the  said  voyage,  the  lump  sum  of  1902.  sterling,  in  full, 
ana  that  payment  should  be  made  as  follows,  namely,  &c.  And  it 
was  thereby  further  agreed,  that  the  defendant  should  have  the  option 
of  naming  the  lumpers  and  stevedores,  who  were  to  take  in  and  stow 
the  cargo,  and  that  the  ship  should  pay  the  lumpers  M.  per  ton,  and 
the  defendant  should  pay  the  stevedore  or  stevedores  for  assisting  to 
stow  the  cargo;  but  that  the  lumpers  and  stevedores  should  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  master,  and  that  the  plaintiff  should  be  responsi- 
ble for  improper  stowage.  And  it  was  thereby  further  agreed  that 
the  master  should,  at  the  defendant's  request,  sign  bills  of  lading  in 
the  usual  and  customary  manner,  and  at  any  rate  of  freight  that 
might  be  filled  in  and  made  payable,  in  any  manner  the  defendant 
might  choose,  without  prejudice  to  the  said  charter-party,  and  that  he 
*1761  ^^^^^^  attend  at  the  broker's  office  at  least  twice  *each  day 
-'  after  the  loading  should  commence,  for  the  purpose  of  signing 
such  bills  of  lading ;  and  that  the  said  vessel  should  be  consigned  to 
the  defendant's  agents  at  her  port  of  discharge  inwards,  the  plaintiffs 
being  free  of  commission ;  and  that  the  cargo  should  be  taken  from 
alongside  at  the  defendant's  risk  and  expense.  The  declaration  then 
proceeded  to  allege,  that  after  the  making  of  the  said  charter-party, 
and  before,  &c.,  the  defendant  put  up  the  said  vessel  as  a  general  ship ; 
and  that  a  large  quantity  of  goods  were  shipped  by  the  defendant  at 
Liverpool,  on  board  the  said  ship  Panuco,  for  the  voyage  mentioned 
in  the  said  charter-party,  and  eight  bills  of  lading  were  duly  made 
out  by  the  shippers  of  the  said  goods,  and  signed  by  the  captain  in 
respect  of  and  relating  to  the  said  goods ;  that  it  was  and  is  usual  and 
customary  at  Liverpool  for  the  shippers  of  goods  by  vessels  to  make 
out  for  the  captain  a  correct  copy  of  each  bUl  of  lading  in  respect  of 
such  goods,  and  that  the  shippers  of  the  cargo,  by  the  said  vessel 
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Panuco,  did  make  out  copies  of  the  said  eight  bills  of  lading  for  the 
captain  of  the  said  vessel,  and  did  deliver  the  said  copies  to  the  defend- 
ant for  the  captain ;  that  the  defendant  kept  and  retained  in  his  own 
possession  and  control  the  entire  set  of  the  captain's  copies  of  the  eight 
bills  of  lading,  and  that  the  plaintiiffs  had  no  copies  of  the  said  bills  of 
lading  within  their  possession  or  control,  nor  was  it  in  their  power  to 
obtain  the  said  bills  of  lading,  or  copies  thereof,  except  from  the  defend- 
ant ;  that  it  became  and  was  necessary,  as  the  defendant  then  well  knew, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  voyage  and  to  secure  the  goods  shipped,  or  any 
part  of  them,  from  being  seized  or  confiscated  abroad  by  the  proper 
aatborities  in  that  behalf,  and  to  enable  the  plaintiffs  to  deliver  the  goods 
*to  the  consignees  thereof  abroad,  that  before  the  ship  sailed   r»i  77 
with  the  goods  from  Liverpool  on  the  voyage,  a  certain  docu-   '■ 
ment,  known  in  the  trade  as  and  called  *'A  Consular  Manifest," 
should  be  made  out  at  Liverpool,  in  which  (amongst  other  things)  an 
accarate  account  and  description  of  the  goods  shipped  and  included 
in  the  eight  bills  of  lading  should  be  given ;  that  it  was  necessary, 
as  the  defendant  then  well  knew,  for  the  purpose  of  making  out  a 
complete  and  accurate  consular  manifest  that  the  person  employed  to 
make  oat  the  same  should,  at  the  time  of  its  being  so  made  out,  have 
all  the  bills  of  lading  for  and  relating  to  the  said  goods,  or  copies 
thereof;  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  defendant(a)  as  such  charterer,  and 
under  such  charter-party  as  aforesaid,  and  having  in  his  possession 
the  captain's  copies  of  the  bills  of  lading  in  respect  of  the  goods 
shipped  on  board  the  vessel  chartered  as  aforesaid,  upon  being  re- 
quested so  to^o  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  vessel,  and  as 
incident  to  scffii  charter-party  and  the  circumstances  as  aforesaid,  to 
hand  over  and  give  all  sach  captain's  copies,  or  the  copies  thereof,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  a  complete  and  accurate  consular  manifest  in 
respect  of  the  goods  mentionea  in  the  bill  of  lading  to  be  made  out ; 
that  the  defendant  was  required  by  and  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs  to 
hand  over  the  captain's  copies  of  the  bills  of  lading,  or  copies  r*i  70 
thereof  ♦to  one  !Kellick,  who  wad  then  the  agent  employed  by   '- 
the  plaintiffs  at  Liverpool,  to  make  out  such  consular  manifest  in 
respect  of  the  goods  shipped  upon  The  Panuco :    But  the  defendant, 
well  knowing  the  premises,  and  before  the  said  ship  sailed  from 
Liverpool  on  the  voyage  mentioned  in  the  said  charter-party,  neg- 
ligently, improperly  and  carelessly  only  handed  over  to  the  said 
Kellicic,  then  being  the  agent  employed  at  Liverpool  to  make  out 
such  consular  manifest  in  respect  of  the  goods  shipped  on  board  The 
Panuco,  copies  of  six  out  of  the  eight  bills  of  lading  as  and  for  the 
whole  of  the  bills  of  lading.applicable  or  relating  to  the  goods,  and 
no  other  bills  of  lading  or  copies  of  bills  of  lading  whatsoever ; 
whereby,  and  by  reason  of  such  negligence,  improper  conduct  and 
carelessness,  the  said  Kellick  was  led  to  believe  that  the  said  copies 
of  the,  bills  of  lading  so  handed  to  him  were  copies  of  all  the  bills  of 
lading  applicable  and  relating  to  the  said  cargo,  and  was  induced  to 
make  out  an  incomplete  and  inaccurate  consular  manifest,  and  had  no 

(a)  OriginaUy  this  wu  aUeged  as  a  mercantile  castom  at  tbe  port  of  Liverpool ;  but  on  the 
trial  of  the  issnea  of  faet  before  Martia,  B.,  at  the  Sammer  Assiiei  at  Liverpool,  in  1860,  there 
not  being  sufficient  CTidence  of  the  custom,  the  learned  Judge  gare  leare  to  amend  the  declara- 
tion by  alleging  it  to  be  a  duty.    A  verdict  was  given  for  the  plaintiffs,  damages  670/.  lOt.  Bd, 
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means  of  making  out  a  complete  and  aconrate  consnlar  manifest  in 
respect  of  the  goods  shipped  on  board  The  Panuco,  and  whereby  in 
fact  an  incomplete  and  inaccurate  consular  manifest  in  respect  of  tbe 
goods  was  made  out,  containing  only  an  account  and  description  of 
part  of  the  goods  mentioned  in  the  six  bills  of  lading,  of  which. copies 
were  furnished  by  the  defendant,  and  not  containing  an  account  or 
description  of  a  certain  number  of  bales  or  packages  then  shipped  on 
board  the  said  vessel,  to  wit,  fourteen  bales  or  packages,  not  men- 
tioned in  the  six  bills  of  lading,  but  mentioned  in  the  two  other  bills 
of  lading  of  which  the  defendant  did  not  furnish  the  originals  or 
^1791  ^^opi^s  ^  ^he  said  Kellick.     Tbe  declaration  *then  averred 
-I  that,  after  the  making  out  of  such  consular  manifest,  the  vessel 
sailed  on  the  voyage  with  the  goods  on  board,  and  arrived  at  Puerto 
Cabello,  in  South  America;  and  there,  by  reason  (^  the  said  n^- 
ligence,  improper  conduct  and  carelessness  of  the  defendant  in  that 
behalf,  and  of  the  consular  manifest  being  imperfect,  inaccurate  and 
incomplete,  certain  bales  and  packages,  to  wit,  the  said  fourteen  bales 
not  mentioned  or  entered  in  the  manifest,  were  seized  and  confiscated 
by  the  proper  custom  house  authorities  at  that  place,  according  to  the 
custom  house  laws  of  that  place  then  in  force,  on  account  of  their  not 
being  specified  or  entered  in  the  manifest,  and  the  plaintiff  were  un- 
able to  obtain  a  redelivery  to  them  of  the  goods  so  seized  and  con- 
fiscated ;  and  by  reason  of  the  premises,  the  plaintiffs'  vessel  was 
detained  a  long  time  by  legal  authority  abroad,  and  the  plaintiffs  were 
put  to  great  expenses  in  respect  to  the  detention  of  the  vessel  at 
Puerto  Cabello,  and  in  respect  of  the  payments  to  ai^  keep  of  the 
master  and  crew  of  the  vessel  during  such  detentiol^  and  became 
liable  to,  and  were  obliged  to  pay  there,  double  duties  in  respect  of 
and  upon  the  goods  so  seized  and  confiscated,  amounting  altogether 
to  a  large  sum,  to  wit,  2002. ;  and  whereby  also,  when  the  ship  after- 
wards proceeded  from  Puerto  Cabello  on  her  voyage  in  the  charter- 
party  mentioned,  and  arrived  at  Cura9oa,  the  plainti£Es  were  unable 
to  deliver  there  the  goods,  to  wit,  the  fourteen  bales  or  packages  to 
the  consignees  thereof  at  that  place,  though  required  so  to  do,  and 
were  forced  and  obliged  to  pay  to  the  consignees  the  value  of  tbe 
goods,  amounting  to  a  large  sum,  to  wit,  478^  IBs.  lOd,,  and  incurred 
*1801  ^^^^^  divers  expenses,  amounting,  to  wit,  *to  700/.  in  respect 
-I  of  the  same,  and  in  respect  of  the  detention  of  the  vessel  at 
Cura9oa,  and  in  respect  of  payments  to  and  the  keep  of  tbe  master 
and  crew  of  the  said  vessel  during  such  detention  and  otherwise. 

The  defendant  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  other  pleas  traversing  some 
of  the  averments  in  tbe  declaration ;  upon  which  the  plaintiff  took 
issue. 

There  was  also  a  demurrer  to  the  declaration,  and  joinder  therein. 

The  demurrer  was  argued  in  Hilary  Term,  1861,  January  22d  and 
25th. 

Mellish  (with  him  Edward  James),  for  the  defendant. — Actions  for 
•arelessness,  except  where  direct  damage  has  accrued,  are  founded  on 
)reach  of  duty.  But  in  this  case  the  alleged  duty  in  the  defendant 
s  not  imposed  by  any  clauses  in  the  charter-party,  nor  does  it  arise 
iTom  any  facts  stated  in  the  declaration.  The  real  cause  of  action  is 
the  handing  copies  of  six  bills  of  lading  as  and  for  eight  which  had 
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been  delivered  to  the  defendant,  that  is,  representing  that  the  six  were 
the  eight ;  but  a  careless  representation  without  fraud  or  warranty  is 
not  a  cause  of  action.  In  Boorman  v.  Brown,  8  Q.  B.  511  (E.  C.  L. 
R.  vol.  4S),(a)  the  question  was,  whether  there  was  a  duty  in  the 
defendant,  as  the  broker  employed  by  the  plaintiffs  to  sell  oil,  not  to 
deliver  it  without  the  price  being  paid  to  him  according  to  the  con- 
tract which  he  had  made  for  the  plaintiffs  with  the  purchaser;  and 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber,  reversing  the  judgment  of  this 
Cour^  held  that  the  duty  arose  by  necessary  inference  from  the  terms 
of  the  contract  between  the  plaintiffs  and  tne  defendant,  as  set  r»i  oi 
*forth  in  the  declaration ;  and  the  judgment  of  the  Exchequer  ■- 
Chamber  was  affirmed  in  the  House  of  Lords.  [Crompton,  J. — In 
that  case  there  was  direct  privity  between  the  plaintiffs  and  the  de- 
fendant.] In  this  case  no  contract,  undertaking,  or  retainer  imposing 
tbe  alleged  duty  is  alleged  in  the  declaration.  There  is  no  right  of 
action  in  the  plaintiffs  on  the  ground  of  bailment,  for  the  ddivery  of 
the  documents  to  the  defendant  was  by  the  shippers,  not  by  the 


Mihoard  (with  him  H.  T.  Holland),  contri. — ^This  was  not  an  ordi- 
nary charter-party,  by  which  a  ship  is  chartered  by  a  merchant  to 
pot  his  goods  on  board,  but  an  agreement  that  the  charterers  might 
pat  op  the  ship  as  a  general  ship.  In  such  a  case  the  goods  are 
loaded  for  the  benefit  of  the  charterer ;  and  he  deals  with  the  actual 
shippers  of  the  goods,  who  pay  him,  and  he  pays  the  shipowner  a  lump 
sum  for  the  voyage :  in  short  it  is  like  a  demise  of  the  ship.  There 
ifl  privity  between  the  plainti£&  and  the  defendant :  he  is  interested, 
together  with  the  plaintiffii,  in  the  performance  of  the  voyage.  Schus- 
ter V.  McKellar,  7  E.  4  B.  704  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  90),  shows  the  posi- 
tion which  the  captain  of  a  ship  under  such  circumstances  occupies  in 
relation  to  the  goods:  the  last  placitum  in  the  marginal  note  is, 
"Semble :  that  under  such  a  charter-party  the  shipowner,  though  per- 
haps not  liable  on  the  contracts  made  for  carriage  of  goods  in  the  ship 
as  a  general  ship,  is  still  liable  for  the  misdelivery  of  the  goods  by 
tbe  captain,  who  for  many  purposes  remains  his  servant.  Sea  quadre." 
Tbe  plaintiffs,  as  shipowners,  were  bound  to  deliver  the  goods  to  the 
consignees  at  the  foreign  *port,  according  to  the  documents;  r^ioo 
and  the  consular  manifest  was  essential  to  enable  the  plaintifi^  '- 
to  perform  their  contract  Also  the  consular  manifest  should  describe 
all  the  goods  on  board,  as  any  such  not  described  are  liable  to  confis- 
cation ;  and  it  is  part  of  the  duty  of  the  charterer  to  furnish  the  ma- 
terials from  whicn  the  consular  manifest  is  to  be  made  out. 

First.  Suppose  the  allegation  of  duty  were  not  in  the  declaration, 
the  allied  duty  would  arise  from  the  facts  stated  in  it.  It  is  averred 
that  the  shippers  of  the  cargo  made  out  copies  of  the  eight  bills  of 
lading  '*  for  the  captain,"  and  delivered  them  to  the  defendant  "  for 
the  said  captain,"  which  means  that  they  were  to  be  handed  to  the 
shipowner.  [Crompton,  J. — It  means  that  they  delivered  them  to 
the  defendant  for  the  ship.  Hill,  J. — The  shippers  should  have  given 
them  to  the  captain.]  They  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  captain :  it  is 
stipulated  that  he  should  attend  at  the  broker's  office,  that  is,  the 
broker  of  tbe  defendant,  twice  each  day,  for  the  purpose  of  signing 

(a)  Id  Ezek  Ch.  3  Q.  B.  516  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  43),  in  H.  L.,  11  CL  A  F.  1. 
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the  bills  of  lading.  Then  it  is  averred  that  the  plaintiffs  could  not 
obtain  copies  of  the  bills  of  lading  except  from  the  defendant,  which 
shows  that  the  defendant  was  the  only  person  who  could  enable  the 
plaintiffs  to  perform  their  contract  with  the  owners  of  the  goods. 
[Hill,  J. — The  custom  in  Liverpool  for  the  shippers  of  goods  to  make 
out  a  correct  copy  of  each  bill  of  lading  did  not  impose  any  duty  as 
between  the  plaintiffs  and  the  defendant.]  The  plaintiffs  would  have 
no  communication  with  the  shippers,  nor  any  right  to  interfere  with 
them  as  to  the  goods  put  on  board.  The  captain  had  no  right  to  insist 
♦1831  ^^  ^^^  shippers  giving  him  bills  of  lading ;  *and  it  was  imma- 
^  terial  to  the  shipowner  what  goods  were  put  on  board,  because 
he  was  to  receive  a  lump  sum  under  the  charter.  The  duty  alleged 
is  incidental  to  the  relation  of  the  parties ;  and  the  defendant  is 
answerable  for  not  supplying  the  necessary  information,  even  though 
he  neglected  to  do  so  from  ignorance.     In  Brass  v.  Maitland,  6  E.  & 

B.  470  (E^  C.  L.  R.  vol.  88),  the  act  of  delivering  the  goods  on  board 
raised  a  duty  on  the  part  of  the  shippers  not  to  deliver  packages  of  a 
dangerous  nature  without  giving  notice.  [Crompton,  J. — In  that 
case  the  undertaking  necessarily  arose  from  the  contract.]  Even  if 
there  was  no  duty,  but  the  defendant  was  asked  to  do  a  thing,  and  he 
did  it  unfaithfully,  that  would  be  a  cause  of  action ;  and,  to  show 
this,  circumstances  dehors  the  contract  may  be  annexed  to  it :  Hum- 
frey  v.  Dale,  7  E.  &  B.  266.(a)  "  The  only  difference  between  an  ex- 
press and  implied  contract  is  in  the  mode  of  substantiating  it  :*'  Mar- 
zetti  V,  Williams,  1  B.  &  Ad.  415,  423  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  20),  per  Lord 
Tenterden.  The  plaintiff  is  not  bound  in  his  declaration  to  say  how 
he  means  to  prove  his  cause  of  action.  [Hill,  J.,  referred  to  Parnaby 
V.  The  Lancaster  Canal  Company,  in  error,  11  A.  &  E.  228  (E.  C.  L. 
R.  vol.  39).]  In  Boorman  v.  Brown,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  11  Gl.  & 
F.  1,  44,  Lord  Campbell  said,  "  Wherever  there  is  a  contract,  and 
something  to  be  done  in  the  course  of  the  employment  which  is  the 
subject  of  that  contract,  if  there  is  a  breach  of  duty  in  the  course  of 
that  employment  the  plaintiff  may  either  recover  in  tort  or  in  con- 
tract." 

*ift4.i       Secondly,  it  is  the  proper  course  of  pleading  to  add  *an 
^^^J  allegation  of  duty;  Burnett  v.  Lynch,  6  B.  &  C.  589,  609  (E. 

C.  L.  R.  vol.  11) ;  and  it  may  be  a  substantive  allegation,  and  not 
merely  a  result  from  the  facts  stated.  In  Burnett  v.  Lynch,  5  B.  &  C. 
589,  609  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  11),  Littledale,  J.,  said,  *'  Where  from  a  given 
state  of  facts  the  law  raises  a  legal  obligation  to  do  a  particular  act, 
and  there  is  a  breach  of  that  obligation,  and  a  consequential  damajge, 
there,  although  assumpsit  may  be  maintainable  upon  a  promise  im- 
plied by  law  to  do  the  act,  still  an  action  on  the  case  founded  in  tort  is 
the  more  proper  form  of  action,  in  which  the  plaintiff  in  his  declaration 
states  the  facts  out  of  which  the  legal  obligation  arises,  the  obligation 
itself,  the  breach  of  it,  and  the  damage  resulting  from  that  breach." 
[Crompton,  J. — A  positive  duty  to  hand  over  all  the  copies  of  the 
bills  of  lading  is  alleged :  suppose  one  of  them  was  lost  or  burnt.] 
It  may  be  that  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  shipowner  to  show  that 
they  are  in  the  possession  of  the  charterer ;  but  here  that  fact  must 
be  taken  as  found,  it  being  alleged  that  the  defendant  kept  the  entire 

(a)  Affirmed  on  error,  E.  B.  A  B.  1004  (E.  C.  L.  R.  toI.  96). 
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set  of  the  captain's  copies  of  the  bills  of  lading.  Here  is  not  merely 
a  wrongful  act  of  omission,  but  a  wrongful  act  of  commission,  by 
handing  over  the  six  bills  of  lading,  and  in  effect  saying  that  there 
were  no  more.  In  Com.  Dig.  Action  upon  the  Case  (A.),  it  is  said, 
"In  all  cases,  where  a  man  has  a  temporal  loss  or  damage  by  the 
wrong  of  another,  he  may  have  an  action  upon  the  case  to  be  repaired 
in  damages."  In  Burnett  v.  Lynch,  5  B.  &  C.  589,  609  (E.  C.  L.  B. 
vol.  11),  which  was  an  action  in  tort  by  the  executors  of  a  lessee 
against  his  assignee  for  neglecting  to  perform  the  covenants  in  the 
lease,  whereby  they  sustained  damage,  Littledale,  J.,  said,  *'  The  very 
ground  of  the  *action  would  be  that  the  plaintifl&  were  damni-  r«i  qk 
led  by  reason  of  their  having  to  perform  that  which  the  '- 
assignee  ought  to  have  performed."  [Hill,  J. — When  goods  are 
loaded  on  board,  the  captain  should  give  a  receipt,  and  when  he  signs 
the  bill  of  lading  he  gets  back  the  receipt.  He  then  has  a  full  par- 
ticular of  all  the  goods  on  board.  Why  was  not  that  ordinary  care 
and  caution  exercised  by  the  captain  in  this  case?]  The  receipts 
would  not  contain  the  name  of  the  consignee.  Moreover,  the  plain- 
tiffe  would  have  to  prove  that  the  damage  arose  from  the  negligence 
of  the  defendant,  and  not  from  the  default  or  neglect  of  the  captain. 

Hellish  was  not  called  upon  to  reply. 

Crompton,  J. — The  only  doubt  in  my  mind  has  been  whether  the 
allegation  of  duty  in  the  declaration  was  sufficient.  But  the  authori- 
ties are  strong  to  show  that  such  an  allegation  is  merely  a  conclusion 
of  law  resulting  from  the  facts  stated ;  and  I  think  this  allegation  of 
duty  is  so  laid.  Then,  if  the  duty  does  arise  from  the  facts,  the  alle- 
gation can  do  no  harm,  and  it  sometimes  puts  the  legal  view  more 
neatly ;  on  the  other  band  if  the  duty  does  not  arise,  the  allegation 
can  do  no  good.  The  allegation  here  is,  *'  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
defendant,  as  such  charterer,  and  under  such  charter-party  as  afore- 
said, and  having  in  his  possession  the  captain's  copies  of  the  bills  of 
lading  in  respect  of  the  goods  shipped  on  board  the  vessel  chartered 
as  aforesaid,  upon  being  requested  so  to  do  by  or  on  behalf  of  the 
owners  of  the  vessel,  and  as  incident  to  such  charter-party  and  the 
circumstances  as  aforesaid,  to  hand  over  and  give  all  such  captain's 
copies,  *or  the  copies  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  a  r^iog 
complete  and  accurate  consular  manifest,  in  respect  of  the  goods  ^ 
mentioned  in  the  bill  of  lading,  to  be  made  out."  That  refers  to  all 
the  preceding  matter,  and  appears  to  me  to  be  an  allegation  of  duty 
to  be  implied  by  law  from  the  circumstances.  It  is  an  allegation  of 
law,  not  of  fact ;  and  such  an  allegation  ought  to  be  construed  most 
strongly  against  the  party  pleading  it,  because  the  opposite  party 
cannot  traverse  it. 

But  we  must  now  see  whether  the  declaration  shows  a  cause  of  ac- 
tion supposing  this  allegation  struck  out.  Does  it  raise  a  duty  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant  to  hand  over  the  documents  in  question?  The 
declaration  appears,  until  amended,  to  have  gone  out  in  a  good  shape, 
stating  a  custom  of  merchants  at  Liverpool  that  such  a  duty  should 
he  performed ;  in  other  words,  stating  an  engagement  to  that  effect ; 
for,  as  Mr.  Milward  properly  said,  it  does  not  signify  how  the  duty 
arose.  But  that  statement  of  the  custom  has  been  struck  out,  and  the 
allegation  of  duty  inserted.    I  cannot  see  anything,  either  in  the 
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cbarter-party  or  the  averment  of  oiroumstances  in  the  declaration,  to 
show  that  such  a  duty  as  this  was  cast  upon  the  defendant.  The  de- 
claration states  that  it  is  usual  and  customary  at  Liverpool  for  the 
shippers  to  make  out  copies  of  the  bills  of  lading  for  the  captain ;  but 
it  is  not  laid  in  the  declaration  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  charterer  to 
make  out  copies  for  the  plaintiff.  I  think  usually  the  shippers  come 
to  the  captain,  and  he  takes  copies  from  them :  he  should  take  care 
to  have  the  proper  documents ;  and  if  he  had  done  so  in  this  instance, 
he  would  have  bad  materials  for  making  out  the  consular  manifest. 
^1871  *^^  ^^  alleged  that  the  defendant  knew  it  was  necessary  that 
^  the  plaintiffs  should  have  a  consular  manifest,  which  could  not 
be  made  out  without  copies  of  the  bills  of  lading,  and  that  they  could 
only  get  copies  from  the  defendant ;  that  the  defendant  did  not  hand 
these  copies  over  to  the  captain ;  and  that  the  consequence  was,  that 
some  of  the  goods  were  confiscated  and  lost  to  the  plaintiffs.  I  cannot, 
from  those  aJlegations,  draw  any  inference  of  such  a  contract  in  law 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  that,  under  such  circumstances,  he  would 
hand  over  the  copies.  Whether  such  a  contract  might  be  implied 
under  such  circumstances,  if  there  was  evidence  leading  to  it,  is  an- 
other question.  And  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  mercantile 
usage,  because  the  allegation  of  such  a  usage  was  struck  out. 

Then  the  question  is,  whether  this  is  a  case  of  bailment.  If  there 
had  been  any  communication  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant 
upon  the  subject,  or  if  there  was  any  privity  between  them,  so  that 
the  defendant  received  these  documents  for  the  plaintiffs,  there  might 
be  a  duty  on  the  defendant  to  hand  them  over  to  the  plaintiffs.  But, 
as  the  case  stands,  the  copies  were  handed  over  by  the  shippers,  and 
the  captain  did  not  take  them,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  at  the  time 
of  signing  the  bills  of  lading;  and  it  is  only  alleged  that  the  defend- 
ant was  required  by  the  plaintiffs  to  hand  over  the  copies  to  Kellick, 
their  agent  at  Liverpool.  Therefore,  as  Mr.  Mellish  says,  the  shippers 
are  the  bailors,  and  there  is  nothing  in  this  part  of  the  charter-party 
to  show  any  agreement  with  the  plaintiffs  that  the  defendant  would 
hold  these  documents  for  them,  nor  is  it  averred  that  the  defendant 
*1881  ^®^®^^^  them  as  their  agent.  On  this  *declaration,  it  must  be 
^  taken  that  the  documents  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  ship- 
pers, who,  it  must  always  be  remembered,  are  the  parties  entitled  to 
the  custody  of  them ;  and  therefore,  if  there  was  a  duty  on  any  one, 
I  should  say  it  was  their  duty,  and  not  the  duty  of  the  charterer,  to 
make  out  and  deliver  copies  for  the  captain.  If  a  person  sends  his 
servant  to  deliver  a  parcel  of  documents  or  chattels  to  a  third  person, 
and  the  servant  is  careless  about  them,  the  bailment  is  from  the  per- 
son who  sent  the  documents  or  chattels,  and  therefore  the  responsibility 
is  to  him,  and  not  to  the  party  to  whom  they  were  to  be  delivered. 

Mr.  Milward  also  put  the  case  as  an  act  of  commission,  that  the  de- 
fendant delivered  six  copies  of  the  bills  of  lading,  **  as  and  for  the 
whole  of  the  bills  of  lading  applicable  or  relating  to  the  goods."  Mr. 
Mellish  properly  answered  that  by  saying  that  it  would  be  a  misrep- 
resentation, for  which  the  defendant  would  not  be  liable  unless  be 
made  it  fraudulently  or  deceitfully;  and  this  argument  is  in  accord- 
ance with  Gerhard  v.  Bates,  2  E.  &  B.  476  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  77),  and 
other  cases.     The  defendant  was  not  under  any  duty  to  get  the  docu- 
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ments,  or  to  deliver  them  all ;  he  took  on  himself  to  do  this  for  the 
shippers ;  and  having  made  a  careless  misrepresentation,  without  any 
ioteDtion  to  mislead,  he  is  only  liable  to  his  bailor  for  that  careless- 
ness. 

Hill,  J.  (the  only  other  Judge  present.) — I  am  of  the  same  opinion. 
The  action  is  brought  for  the  non-performance  of  a  duty  stated  on 
the  fiice  of  the  declaration  ;  but  I  think  there  are  no  facts  or  r^-tog 
*circamstances  stated  to  raise  that  duty,  nor  any  express  con-  *■ 
tract  shown  to  support  an  allegation  of  duty.  The  express  contract, 
when  examined  in  all  its  particulars,  does  not  refer  to  it;  and  there  is 
no  mercantile  usage  averred  to  impose  or  create  it.  The  mercantile 
Q^ge,  which  was  alleged  in  the  declaration  as  imposing  the  duty,  was 
traversed,  and  at  the  trial  the  plaintiffs  failed  to  prove  it;  whereupon 
they  amended  their  declaration,  and  struck  out  that  allegation.  We 
cannot  therefore  assume  indirectly  that  which  the  plaintiffs  had  alleged 
directly  and  failed  to  prove.  Then,  independently  of  the  express  con- 
tract, do  the  circumstances  impose  the  duty  ?  I  think,  looking  at  the 
averments  in  the  declaration,  that  they  do  not  include,  but  exclude  it. 
The  declaration  avers  that  ^'  it  was  and  is  usual  and  customary  at 
Liverpool  for  the  shippers  of  ^oods  by  vessels  to  make  out  for  the 
captain  a  correct  copy  of  each  bill  of  lading  in  respect  of  such  goods :" 
that  casts  a  duty  upon  the  shippers  to  make  out  for  the  captain  copies 
of  the  bills  of  lading.  It  then  goes  on  to  allege  the  fact  of  the  em- 
ployment by  the  shippers  of  the  defendant  to  deliver  over  the  copies 
to  the  captain ;  but  it  does  not  say  that  the  plaintiffs  employed  him 
as  their  agent,  or  that  the  defendant  and  the  plaintiffs  had  any  com- 
munication upon  the  subject,  or  that  there  was  any  undertaking  by 
the  defendant  to  deliver  over  these  copies ;  it  only  alleges  negligence 
by  the  defendant  in  performing  a  duty  imposed  on  him  by  what  the 
shippers  requested  him  to  do;  and  they  now  seek  to  make  that  a  duty 
00  the  part  of  the  defendant  towards  the  plaintiffs,  which  it  clearly  was 
not  in  law.  Therefore  I  think  that  the  plaintiffs  fail  to  make  out  the 
cause  of  action  which  they  allege  in  the  declaration. 

*And  I  think  that  none  of  the  cases  cited  apply.  In  Boor-  r^tioA 
man  v.  Brown,  8  Q.  B.  611, 616  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  43),  1 1  CI.  &  F.  I-  ^^^ 
X  there  was  an  express  employment,  and  a  contract  by  the  defendant 
to  do  that  for  the  non-performance  of  which  he  was  held  liable  in  an 
action.  In  Burnett  v.  Lynch,  6  B.  &  Cr,  689  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  11),  there 
was  express  privity  between  the  plaintiffs  and  the  defendant,  the  plain- 
tifb  having  assigned  to  the  defendant  subject  to  the  performance  of 
the  covenants  contained  in  the  lease ;  and  the  defendant,  having  ac- 
cepted the  assignment  subject  to  that  performance,  undertook,  as  to- 
wards the  plaintifls,  that  he  would  perform  the  covenants.  The 
anthorities  therefore  fail  in  establishing  that  which  the  plaintiffs  con- 
tend for ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  our 
judgment.  Judgment  for  the  defendant.(a) 

(a)  The  argnmentf  tod  judgments  in  thii  OMO  hare  been  parUy  compiled  from  the  note  book 
•fthelftleT.F.  EUif,Sflq. 
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*191]  *IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER. 

DUTTON  tnd  Another  v.  POWLES.    Feb.  8. 

For  head-note,  fee  ante,  p.  174. 

Ths  plaintiffs  having  suggested  error  in  the  above  judgment,  the 
cate  was  argued  by 

Milwardy  for  the  plaintiffi. 

Mellish,  contr^  was  not  called  upon. 

Eble,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  j  udgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  ought  to  be  affirmed.  When  an  action  is  brought,  a  good  cause 
of  action  must  be  disclosed  on  the  face  of  the  declaration ;  and  unless 
that  is  done,  judgment  must  be  given  for  the  defendant  In  this  de- 
claration the  charter-party  is  set  out,  and  the  circumstances  are  stated 
in  considerable  detail. 

In  the  first  place  we  are  all  agreed  that  no  contract  in  the  charter- 
party  is  shown,  and  so  there  is  no  breach  of  contract  by  the  defendant 

We  also  think  that  no  circumstances  are  stated  to  which  a  known 
duty  is  attached  by  law.  The  declaration  states  that  a  consular  mani- 
fest was  a  necessary  document  in  order  to  secure  the  goods  from  being 
confiscated  abroad ;  and  that,  for  the  purpose  of  making  out  a  complete 
and  accurate  consular  manifest,  it  was  necessary  that  the  person 
^^^21  n^ii^g  i^  out  should  have  copies  *of  all  the  bills  of  lading  re- 
-■  lating  to  the  goods  shipped.  It  then  states  the  facts — that  it 
was  usual  at  Liverpool  for  the  shippers  of  goods  to  make  out  for  the 
captain  a  correct  copy  of  each  bill  of  lading ;  and  that  this  was  done, 
and  that  the  copies  were  delivered  to  the  defendant  for  the  captain, 
and  that  the  defendant,  upon  being  required  to  hand  over  the  copies 
to  the  plaintiffs'  brokers,  by  mistake  handed  over  copies  of  six  out  of 
eight  bills  of  lading,  and  did  not  band  over  the  other  two  which  had 
been  left  with  him.  The  question  is,  whether,  when  the  copies  of  the 
eight  bills  of  lading  were  left  with  the  defendant,  a  duty  to  hand  them 
over  was  created  for  the  breach  of  which  an  action  lies.  I  am  per- 
fectly at  a  loss  to  see  any  ground  for  the  allegation  of  a  breach  of 
dutv.  In  the  course  of  the  argument  it  was  put  by  my  brother 
Wilde  that,  if  the  copies  had  been  handed  to  the  keeper  of  the  docks 
in  which  the  ship  was  lying,  and  the  action  had  been  asainst  him 
instead  of  against  the  charterer,  all  the  averments  in  the  declaration 
would  be  satisfied;  but  it  is  clear  that  no  duty  would  have  been 
created  in  the  dock-keeper  to  deliver  them  to  the  plaintiff. 

If  the  defendant,  when  he  received  the  copies  of  these  bills  of  lading* 
had  said,  I  will  deliver  them  to  the  plaintiff,  there  would  be  an  ex- 
press contract,  or  if  the  usage  of  the  port  of  Liverpool  was  that  the 
charterer  of  the  ship  should  hand  over  the  copies  of  the  bills  of  lading 
to  the  agents  of  the  shipowner  on  demand,  such  usage  would  be  evi- 
dence of  an  implied  contract  to  that  effect  between  the  parties.  Bat 
here  the  alleged  duty  is  rested  on  the  simple  fact  of  a  delivery  of  the 
copies  to  the  defendant  for  the  captain.  Again,  if  the  defendant  had 
*1981  ^''*^^^*®°^*y  misled  the  plaintiflS'  agent  or  broker,  *by  repre- 
^  senting  that  the  six  bills  of  lading  were  all,  when  he  knew 
that  there  were  eight,  and  damage  had  accrued,  the  case  would  have 
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been  within  the  well  known  class  of  actions  for  false  representation  and 
damages  accruing  thereby.  Bat  inasmuch  as  here  there  was  no  con- 
tract, and  there  were  no  circumstances  from  which  the  duty  can  be 
inferred,  the  allegation  of  duty  and  of  a  breach  of  duty  does  not  show 
a  cause  of  action  merely  because  it  is  added  that  the  defendant  negli- 
gently, improperly,  and  carelessly  handed  over  to  the  plaintiffs'  agent 
copies  of  six  out  of  the  eight  bills  of  lading,  as  and  for  the  whole, 
and  retained  the  other  two — that  negligence  does  not  of  itself  create  a 
cause  of  action  unless  it  amounts  to  a  breach  of  duty.  If  there  was  a 
duty  in  the  defendant  to  take  care  to  deliver  up  all  the  copies,  then 
the  negligence  alleged  was  a  breach  of  that  duty ;  but  in  this  declara- 
tion I  can  find  nothing  to  show  that  there  was  any  such  duty ;  conse- 
quently there  was  no  breach  of  duty  in  the  defendant  for  which  an 
action  lies. 

Pollock,  C.  B.,  Channbll  and  Wilde,  BB.,  and  Williams, 
WiLLES  and  Keating,  JJ.,  concurred.  Judgment  affirmed. 
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*HARWOOD  and  Another,  Executors  of  C.  H.  WILD,  v. 
The  GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 
IMay  9,  I860.] 

Fateni. — Fishes  andJUh-jointsfor  connecting  the  rails  ofraUtoays, — Novelty, —  User, 

Aetion  for  infringement  of  a  patent  for  ''  improTements  in  flibei  and  fish-joints  for  donneet- 
ing  the  rails  of  railways."  The  specification  claimed  "  the  eonstrneting  fishes  for  connecting 
the  rails  of  railways,  with  a  groove  adapted  for  reoeiring  the  heads  of  the  bolts  or  riv-ete  em- 
ployed for  securing  such  fishes,  and  the  application  of  snch  fishes  for  connecting  the  rails  of 
railways." 

1.  The  invention  claimed  by  the  patentee  as  his  when  applied  to  the  pieces  of  iron  used  for 
holding  together  the  ends  of  r^ils  to  make  them  for  practical  purposes  a  continuous  solid  body, 
bad  previously  been  known  and  used  as  applied  to  pieces  of  iron  used  for  holding  together  the 
broad  sides  of  pieces  of  wood,  placed  vertically  upon  one  another,  to  make  them  for  practical 
purposes  a  eontinuous  solid  body;  but  had  never  been  applied  for  the  purpose  of  fastening  tim- 
bers placed  end  to  end  in  contact  with  eaeh  other :  Held,  by  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  reversing 
the  judgment  of  the  Queen's  Bench,  that  the  alleged  invention  was  a  mere  application  of  an  old 
contrivance  in  the  old  way  to  an  analogous  subject,  without  any  novelty  or  invention  in  the 
mode  of  applying  such  old  contrivance  to  the  new  purpose,  and  therefore  was  not  a  valid  subject- 
matter  Ibr  a  patent 

2.  Before  the  date  of  the  patent,  a  scarf-joint  in  a  railway  bridge  had  been  fished  by  means 
of  a  grooved  plate  of  iron  running  the  whole  length  of  the  bridge,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
its  flooring,  as  well  as  for  fishing  the  joint :  but  the  iron  plate  was  not  used  with  the  view  either 
of  obtaining  greater  strength  with  an  equal  weight  of  metal,  or  of  preventing  the  heads  of  the 
bolts  ftom  turning  round,  both  which  purposes  were  contemplated  by  the  patent :  Held,  by  the 
Queen's  Bench  (fed  Qn<xre  by  the  Exchequer  Chamber),  that  this  was  not  a  prior  use  of  the 
invention  which  invalidated  the  patent 

This  was  an  action  by  the  executors  of  Charles  Heard  Wild  for  an 
infringement  by  the  defendants  of  a  patent  granted  to  him  for  an  in- 
vention for  "  improvements  in  fishes  and  fish-joints  for  connecting  the 
rails  of  railways." 

The  declaration  was  in  the  usual  form. 

The  defendants  pleaded  (among  other  things)  that  Wild  was  not 
the  true  and  first  inventor  of  the  supposed  invention';  that  the  sup- 
posed invention  was  not,  at  the  time  of  granting  the  letters  patent, 
new  as  to  the  public  use  and  exercise  thereof;  and  that  the  letters 
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»1951  P**®°^  ^®^®  ^^^  letters  patent  for  the  sole  working  or  making 
J  *of  any  manner  of  manufacture  within  this  realm,  according  to 
the  true  intent  of  the  statutes  in  that  behalf. 

Upon  these  pleas  issue  was  joined. 

On  the  trial,  before  Cockburn,  C,  J.,  at  the  Sittings  at  Westminster 
after  Michaelmas  Term,  1859,  the  following  facts. and  circumstances 
were  proved  or  admitted. 

By  letters  patent,  dated  the  16th  March,  1853,  the  sole  privilege 
was  granted  to  C.  H.  Wild,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
of  making,  using,  exercising  and  vending  within  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  Channel  Islands,  and  Isle  of  Mao, 
an  invention  for  "improvements  in  fishes  and  fish-joints  for  connect- 
ing the  rails  of  railways,"  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years  from  the  16th 
March,  1853,  upon  the  usual  conditions. 

A  provisional  specification  was  left  by  Wild,  at  the  office  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Patents,  with  his  petition,  on  the  16th  March,  1853, 
by  which,  among  other  things,  be  declared  the  nature  of  his  invention 
to  be  as  follows : — *'  In  securing  the  joints  of  rails  it  has  been  found 
advantageous  to  attach  pieces  of  iron  to  side  of  the  rail  by  means  of 
bolts  and  nuts,  and  each  such  pieces  of  iron  are  commonly  called 
'fishes.'  Chairs  have  been  constructed  on  a  similar  principle  to  sup- 
port one  side  of  the  rail,  while  a  fish  is  applied  at  the  other  side,  and 
secured  to  the  chair  by  bolts  and  nuts.  My  invention  consists  in 
forming  a  recess  or  groove  in  one  or  both  sides  of  each  fish,  so  as  to 
reduce  the  quantity  of  metal  at  that  part,  and  to  be  adapted  to  receive 
the  square  heads  of  the  bolts,  which  are  thus  prevented  from  turning 
round  when  the  nuts  are  being  screwed  on." 

♦1961  ^^^  specification  in  pursuance  of  the  condition  of  the  *letter8 
-I  patent  was  filed  by  Wild,  in  the  Great  Seal  Patent  Office,  on 
the  16th  September,  1853,  by  which  he  declared  "  the  nature  of  the 
said  invention,  and  in  what  manner  the  same  is  to  be  performed,  to  be 
particularly  described  and  ascertained  in  and  by  the  following  state- 
ment thereof,  reference  being  had  to  the  accompanying  drawings  and 
to  the  figures  and  letters  marked  therein."  The  fishes  and  bolts  in 
figure  1  were  described  in  the  following  paragraphs : — 

**  (1.)  The  fishes,  F  F,  are  made  with  a  groove  or  recess  in  their 
outer  surfaces,  which  groove  serves  to  receive  the  square  heads  of  the 
bolts,  G  H,  and  prevent  them  from  turning  round  when  the  nuts  are 
being  screwed  on  or  oflT.  Washers,  K  L,  are  placed  in  the  groove  of 
the  fish  which  is  next  to  the  nuts,  so  as  to  allow  of  the  nuts  being 
turned  round ;  or  the  fish  on  this  side  may  be  made  without  the 
groove.  The  position  of  the  bolts  and  nuts  may  be  reversed  if  prefer- 
red, so  that  the  niit  may  prevented  from  turning  round  while  the  bolt 
is  screwed  into  it.  The  groove  renders  the  fish  lighter  for  equal 
strength,  or  stronger  for  an  equal  weight  of  metal  than  a  fish  which 
is  made  of  equal  thickness  throughout."  "  The  top  and  bottom  of 
each  fish  is  a  plain  surface,  and  the  parts  of  the  rail  with  which  they 
come  in  contact  are  also  plain  surfaces,  forming  the  same  angle  as  the 
top  and  bottom  surfaces  of  the  fish.  The  fishes  are  thus  made  to  fit 
into  their  places  with  greater  facility  than  if  these  surfaces  were  of 
curved  or  irregular  forms.  If,  however,  the  surfaces  of  the  rails  are 
curved,  the  fishes  may  be  made  to  fit  them." 
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"(2.)  The  central  bolts,  G  G,  are  made  of  larger  diameter  than  the 
extreme  ones  H  H,  as  the  strain  is  *greatest  upon  the  central  rn^Qw 
bolts.  Bivets  may  be  employed  in  lieu  of  bolts  and  nuts  if  •- 
preferred.  When  three  bolts  and  nuts  or  rivets  are  employed,  I 
make  the  central  one  of  larger  diameter  than  the  other  two.  When 
rivets  are  employed,  the  groove  in  the  fish  enables  me  to  employ 
rivets  whose  heads  are  thicker,  with  the  same  amount  of  projection 
from  the  side  of  the  rail,  or  which  project  less,  with  the  same  thick- 
ness of  head,  than  when  plain  ungrooved  fishes  are  employed.  This 
is  a  matter  of  great  advantage,  as  avoiding  the  danger  of  the  fianges 
of  the  wheels  of  the  carriages  coming  into  collision  with  the  riveta.  I 
manafacture  the  grooved  fishes  of  wrought  iron,  by  rolling  it  between 
rollers  of  corresponding  forms,  in  a  similar  manner  to  that  in  which 
railway  bars  and  other  wrought  iron  bars  are  manufactured.  The 
bars  are  then  cut  to  the  required  length." 

The  claim  was  as  follows: — "Firstly,  the  constructing  fishes  for 
connecting  the  rails  of  railways,  with  a  groove  adapted  for  receiving 
the  heads  of  the  bolts  or  rivets  employed  for  securing  such  fishes, 
and  the  application  of  such  fishes  for  connecting  the  rails  of  railways, 
in  manner  hereinbefore  described.  Secondly,  the  constructing  fish- 
joints  for  connecting  the  rails  of  railways  by  means  of  fishes  applied 
to  the  joints  of  divided  or  split  rails  in  manner  hereinbefore  described. 
Thirdly^,  the  constructing  fish-joints  for  connecting  the  rails  of  rail- 
ways with  fishes,  secured  by  three  or  more  bolts  and  nuts  or  rivets, 
of  which  the  central  bolt  or  bolts,  or  rivet  or  rivets,  is  or  are  of 
greater  diameter  than  the  extreme  ones,  as  hereinbefore  described. 
Foarthly,  the  constructing  fish-joints  for  connecting  the  rails  of  rail- 
ways with  grooved  fishes  fitted  to  the  sides  of  the  rails,  and  secured 
to  them  by  bolts,  or  nuts,  or  *rivets,  and  having  projecting  r*i  no 
wings  firmly  secured  to  and  resting  upon  the  sleepers  or  '• 
bearers,  so  as  to  support  the  rails  by  their  sides  and  upper  flanges,  in 
manner  hereinbefore  described.  Fifthly,  the  constructing  fish-joints 
for  connecting  the  rails  of  railways  with  rails  and  fishes,  having  the 
touching  surfaces  of  one  or  both  of  them  planed  as  hereinbefore  de- 
scribed." 

A  model  was  produced  showing  two  rails  of  a  railway  connected 
by  fish-joints  according  to  the  patent. 

It  wa^  admitted  by  the  defendants  that  if  the  patent  of  Wild  could 
be  sustained  the  invention  patented  was  useful,  and  that  they  had 
infringed  the  patent 

It  was  proved  that  before  the  date  of  the  letters  patent  the  rails  of 
railways  had  been  commonly  and  publicly  connected  by  fishes  and 
fish-jomts,  pieces  of  iron  being  attached  to  each  side  of  the  rail  at  the 
joints  by  means  of  bolts  and  nuts,  as  mentioned  by  Wild  at  the 
commencement  of  his  provisional  specification.  In  some  cases  flat 
fishes  had  been  used,  which  were  placed  one  on  each  side  of  the  rail, 
and  were  attached  by  means  of  round  bolts  passing  through  round 
boles  in  the  fishes,  and  having  round  or  cup-shaped  heads  and  nuts. 
When  this  mode  of  construction  was  adopted,  it  was  necessary  that 
the  heads  of  the  bolts  should  be  held  by  a  spanner,  or  some  other 
separate  instrument,  while  the  nuts  were  being  screwed  on  and  off. 
In  other  cases  the  fishes  were  flat,  but  the  holes  in  one  of  the  pair  of 
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fishes  were  square,  instead  of  being  round,  and  the  bolts  were  made 
with  square  necks  under  the  head,  so  as  to  fit  the  square  holes.  And 
in  other  cases  one  of  the  pair  of  fishes  was  cast  with  square  recesses, 
sunk  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  below  the  surface,  and  the  bolts  were 
made  with  square  heads,  so  as  to  fit  into  these  recesses. 
♦1991  Models  showing  two  rails  of  a  railway  connected  by  *fi8hes 
-I  and  fish -joints  of  the  three  descriptions  above  mentioned  were 
produced. 

The  object  of  having  the  bolts  with  square  necks  fitting  into  square 
holes,  as  shown  in  one  of  these  models,  and  in  having  the  bolts  with 
square  heads  fitting  into  recesses,  as  shown  in  another  of  them,  was 
to  prevent  the  bolts  from  turning  round  when  the  nuts  were  being 
screwed  on  or  o%  and  this  object  was  efiectually  accomplished  by 
each  of  these  contrivances.  But  until  the  time  of  the  patent  of  G.  H. 
Wild,  fishes  for  connecting  the  rails  of  railways  had  never  been  made 
with  a  groove  or  recess  in  their  outer  or  lateral  surfaces,  so  as  to  re- 
ceive the  square  heads  of  the  bolts,  and  at  the  same  time  to  render 
the  fish  lighter  for  equal  strength,  or  stronger  for  an  equal  weight  of 
metal  than  a  fish  made  of  equal  thickness  throughout. 

It  was  also  proved  that,  bsfore  the  date  of  the  letters  patent,  in  the 
construction  of  several  timber  bridges  of  and  over  one  or  two  lines 
of  railway,  constructed  under  the  superintendence  of  the  late  Mr. 
Brunei,  beams  of  timber  had  been  laid  horizontally  one  above  the 
other,  and  fastened  or  bolted  together  with  bolts  and  nuts;  that 
horizontal  bars  or  plates  of  iron  were  placed  beneath,  and  parallel  to, 
and  in  contact  with,  the  horizontal  beams,  and  were  also  &stened  or 
bolted  by  the  same  bolts  and  nuts ;  and  that  each  of  these  bars  or 
plates  of  iron  was  constructed  with  a  groove  in  its  under  surface, 
which  received  the  square  or  hexagonal  heads  of  the  bolts,  as  shown 
on  the  models.  It  further  appeared  that  this  mode  of  construction 
was  adopted  in  order  to  efiect,  and  did  effect,  the  double  purpose  of 
*2001  ^^'^^^8^^  ^^^  ^f  preventing  the  heads  of  these  bolts  from  tarn- 
-*  ing  round.  But  in  these  bridges  there  were  *not  joints  to  be 
fished  by  the  bars  or  plates  of  iron,  nor  were  there  corresponding 
bars  or  plates  of  iron  above  the  horizontal  beams ;  there  was  there- 
fore no  fishing  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word. 

Upon  this  evidcDce  relating  to  the  bridges,  the  defendants  con- 
tended that  the  use  of  grooved  iron,  as  above  mentioned,  for  the  doa- 
ble purpose  of  giving  increased  strength  and  of  preventing  the  heads 
of  the  bolts  from  turning  round,  having  existed  publicly  prior  to  the 
date  of  the  letters  patent,  the  invention  of  C.  H.  Wild  being  only  an 
application  of  the  same  contrivance  to  fishing  iron  rails  of  railways, 
was  not  the  subject  of  a  patent. 

The. Lord  Chief  Justice  ruled  that,  notwithstanding  this  evidence, 
'the  invention  might  be  the  subject  of  a  patent ;  but  he  reserved  leave 
to  the  defendants  to  move  to  enter  the  verdict  for  them,  if  the  Court 
.should  be  of  a  different  opinion. 

The  defendants  further  proved  that  in  the  year  1847  a  certain  tim- 
ber bridge,  known  as  the  ''Hackney  Bridge,"  had  been  constructed 
»by  the  late  Isambard  Kingdon  Brunei,  for  carrying  the  South  Devon 
iRAilway  over  the  Teign  Canal.  The  span  of  this  bridge  was  too 
.^reat  to  be  conveniently  crossed  by  any  single  beam,  and  the  bridge 
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was  constrocted  so  as  to  have  upon  each  side  two  horizontal  longi- 
tudinal beams  of  timber^  the  ends  of  which  met  and  were  joined 
together,  in  the  middle  of  the  bridge,  by  scarf-joints.  Beneath  these 
beams  were  placed  transverse  planks,  which  extended  from  side  to 
Bide  of  the  bridge  and  constituted  the  flooring  or  roadway  of  the 
bridge,  and  immediately  beneath  the  transverse  planks  were  longi- 
tudinal bars  of  grooved  iron,  one  upon  each  side  of  the  bridge,  run- 
ning paraHel  to  and  under  the  longitudinal  beams  along  the  r^oQi 
whole  length  of  *the  bridge,  with  the  grooves  or  channels  ^ 
downward.  Bolts  with  square  heads,  as  shown  by  the  models,  passed 
through  the  grooved  iron  bars,  transverse  planking  and  the  longi- 
tudinal beams,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  side  of  the 
bridge,  the  square  heads  of  the  bolts  resting  in  the  grooves  of  the 
iron  bars,  and  being  prevented,  or  intended  to  be  prevented,  from 
turning  round  within  the  grooves ;  and  the  nuts  were  screwed  on  to 
the  upper  ends  of  the  bolts,  as  shown  by  the  model.  The  grooved 
iron  was  carried  under  each  of  the  scarf-joints,  in  the  same  manner  as 
under  the  other  portions  of  the  beams ;  and  above  and  immediately 
over  each  scarf-joint,  extending  for  a  distance  of  about  18  inches 
beyond  each  end  of  the  joint,  and  resting  immediately  upon  the  lon- 
gitudinal beam,  was  a  horizontal  flat  plate  of  iron  13  feet  in  length, 
through  which  the  bolts  above  described  also  passed  at  that  portion 
of  the  bridge. 

The  hats  of  iron  along  the  under  side  of  the  bridge  .were  so  con- 
structed and  used  with  a  groove,  for  the  double  purpose  of  receiving 
the  square  heads  of  the  bolts  and  preventing  them  from  turning  round, 
and  of  rendering  the  bars  of  iron  lighter  for  equal  strength,  or  stronger 
for  equal  weight  of  metal,  and  the  bars,  as  so  constructed,  effectually 
accomplished  this  double  purpose. 

Moaels  were  produced,  which  showed  the  modes  of  the  construction 
adopted  in  this  bridge. 

In  answer  to  questions  put  to  them  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  the 
jury  found : 

First,  that  the  channelled  irons  upon  the  railway  bridges,  indepen- 
dently of  the  single  instance  of  the  Hackney  Bridge,  n^ere  used  be- 
fore Wild's  patent  for  the  double  ^purpose  of  obtaining  in-  r«ooo 
creased  'strength  and  preventing  the  bolt-heads  from  turning  ^ 
round,  but  that  they  were  not  used  for  the  purpose  of  fishing. 

Secondly,  that  the  fastening  of  the  scarf-joint  of  the  longitudinal 
beam  at  the  Hackney  Bridge  was  a  fishing  of  that  joint,  but  that  the 
use  of  the  channelled  iron  as  one  of  the  plates  of  the  fish  arose  from 
its  being  already  there  for  the  purpose  of  fastening  the  beams  and  the 
iron  together,  and  was  not  adopted  by  Mr.  Brunei  with  reference  to 
or  in  contemplation  of  the  special  advantages  in  fishing  contemplated 
by  Wild's  patent.(a) 

Upon  that  finding,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  directed  a  verdict  to  be 
entered  for  the  plaintifiEi.    In  Hilary  Term,  1861, 

Bamll  obtained  a  rule  to  enter  a  verdict  for  the  defendants  in  pur- 
•uanee  of  the  leave  reserved,  on  the  ground  of  the  invention  not  being 

(•)  On  tlM  argviMnt  of  the  ease  in  the  Bsoheqaer  Chamher,  the  OMe  on  which  the  a|»peal 
WW  hiaiA  mm  noMpded  by  eonaeot,  this  olauie  being  eabstitoted  for  another  by  the  Lord  Chief 
mhifi 
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the  subject  of  a  patent,  by  reason  of  the  previous  use  of  grooved  iron 
in  the  timber  bridges  (other  than  the  Hackney  Bridge),  for  the  double 
purpose  of  obtaining  increased  strength  for  the  same  weight  of  metal, 
and  of  preventing  the  bolt-beads  from  turning  round ;  or  for  a  new 
trial,  on  the  ground  of  misdirection  with  respect  to  the  application 
and  use  of  the  grooved  iron  in  the  Hackney  Bridge. 

Knowhs  showed  cause  ((7roi;c,  Hind/rnarchixidi  T.  Webster,  who  were 
with  him,  were  not  called  uponV — First,  Wild's  improvements  in  fishes 
and  fish-joints  for  connecting  the  rails  of  railways  are  the  subject  of  a 
«90R1  P^^°^*     ^^^  invention  ^consists  in  forming  a  recess  or  groove 

^  upon  one  or  both  sides  of  each  fish,  by  means  of  which  the 
quantity  of  metal  is  reduced  without  impairing  strength,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  square  ends  of  the  bolts  are  prevented  from  turning 
round.  By  this  invention,  vibration  at  the  junction  of  the  rails  is 
prevented,  a  perfect  and  complete  joint  is  produced,  and  the  weight  of 
metal  is  economized.  In  Brook  v.  Aston,  8  E.  &  B.  478  (R.  C.  L.  B. 
vol.  92),(a)  there  were  two  patents-— one  for  dressing  cotton  and  linen 
yarns,  and  the  other  for  dressing  yarns  of  wool  or  hair;  but  the  ma- 
chine was  identical  in  both  cases.  Lord  Campbell  said,  p.  485,  ''It 
may  well  be  that  a  patent  may  be  valid  for  the  application  of  an  old 
invention  to  a  new  purpose ;  but,  to  make  it  valid,  there  most  be  some 
novelty  in  the  application."  Before  Wild's  patent,  the  fish  had  never 
been  applied  to  joining  the  ends  of  rails,  nor  to  any  analogous  or  cog- 
nate purpose.  The  use  of  plates  of  iron  for  connecting  the  transverse 
and  longitudinal  beams  in  bridges  is  for  sustaining  the  weight  of  the 
bridge  and  keeping  the  beams  in  their  proper  places,  which  is  not  a 
purpose  cognate  to  that  for  which  the  grooved  fish  on  railways  is 
used.  In  Boulton  v.  Bull,  2  H.  Bl.  463,(ft)  Watt's  patent  for  con- 
densing steam  in  steam  engines,  whereby  the  consumption  of  steam 
and  fuel  was  lessened,  was  held  good,  although  the  process  of  con- 
densing had  been  long  known  and  practised  in  the  common  still.  [He 
also  cited  Cook  v.  Pearce,  8  Q.  B.  1044  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  65),  Derosne 
V.  Fairie,  2  C.  M.  &  B.  476,  1  Webst.  Pat.  Oa.  154,  and  Newton  v. 
Vaucher,  6  Exch.  859. 
*2041       ^Secondly,  there  was  no  misdirection.    There  was  no  inven- 

^  tion  in  the  use  of  the  channelled  iron  at  the  Hackney  Bridge, 
as  the  advantage  of  it  was  not  known  to  Mr.  Brunei,  and  the  fishing  of  the 
joint  which  took  place  there  was  accidental :  also  there  was  no  publi- 
cation of  its  use;  and  though  it  was  at  a  place  open  to  public  view, 
it  did  not  appear  that  it  was  known  to  any  one,  nor  likely  to  be  ob> 
served  byany  one.  A  single  publication  is  indeed  sufficient  to  avoid 
a  patent,  as  in  the  case  of  a  lock  put  on  a  gate  adjoining  a  public 
road :  Carpenter  v.  Smith,  9  M.  &  W.  800,  1  Webst.  Pat.  Ca.  530. 
But  in  that  case  several  dozens  of  a  similar  lock  had  been  made  at 
Birmingham,  and  sent  abroad,  and  the  lock  had  been  for  sixteen  years 
on  a  gate  adjoining  a  public  road,  and  any  one  who  looked  at  it  could 
see  what  the  mechanism  was.  [Hill,  J. — In  Carpenter  v.  Smith,  if 
the  patent  had  been  held  good,  the  man  who  made  the  locks  at  Bir- 
mingham would  have  been  prohibited  from  using  them ;  but  in  this 

(a)  Affirmed  on  appeal,  5  Jar.  N.  S.  1025. 

{h)  S.  C.  in  error,  nom.  Uomblower  «.  Boulton,  8  T.  B.  96. 
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case^  if  the  patent  is  good,  can  the  plaintiffs  prevent  the  application 
of  it  to  fishing  the  scarf-joint  in  a  bridge?] 

Bovill,  G.  E,  Pollock^  and  Horace  Lhydj  in  support  of  the  rule. — 
First,  the  defendants  are  entitled  to  have  the  verdict  entered  for  them 
npon  the  finding  of  the  jury.  The  use  of  grooved  or  channelled  plates 
of  iron  in  various  forms  was  a  common  mechanical  expedient  for  the 
doable  purpose  of  obtaining  increased  strength  with  the  same  weight 
of  metal,  and  of  preventing  the  bolt-heads  or  nuts  turning  round;  and 
grooved  or  channelled  plates  of  iron,  such  as  those  in  Wildes  patent, 
had  been  used  in  several  timber  bridges  on  lines  of  railway.  The 
plaintiff's  specification  only  transfers  to  a  new  subject-matter,  viz., 
^he  fishes  and  fish-joints  of  railways,  a  known  mechanical  con-  p^^x 
trivance;  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  anchor  in  Brunton  v,  *- 
fiawkes,  4  B.  &  A.  641  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  6).  [They  cited  passages 
in  the  judgments  of  Abbott,  G.  J.,  p.  550 ;  Bayley,  J.,  p.  554,  and 
Best,  J.,  p.  557.]  The  Aresh  use  of  a  known  principle,  with  no  variety 
in  the  mode  of  applying  it,  is  not  the  subject-matter  of  a  patent:  Losh 
V.  Hague,  1  Webst.  Pat.  Oa.  202,  206,  207,  per  Lord  Abinger ;  Car- 
penter V.  Smith,  1  Webst.  Pat.  Ca.  530,  534,  9  M.  &  W.  800,  per  Lord 
Abinger;  The  Queen  v.  Cutler,  3  C.  &  K.  215,  228,  Macr.  Pat.  Ca. 
124,  183,  134,  per  Lord  Denman ;  Brook  v.  Aston,  8  E.  &  B.  478  (E. 
C.  L.  R.  vol.  92),(a)  per  Coleridge,  J.;  The  Patent  Bottle  Envelope 
Company  v.  Seymer,  5  C.  B.  N.  S.  164  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  94).  The 
new  object  proposed  in  Wild's  specification  is  at  least  so  analogous  to 
the  old  mode  of  fishing  as  to  vitiate  the  patent.  [Coceburn,  C.  J; — 
Would  it  occur  to  a  man  seeing  this  contrivance  applied  to  timbers 
placed  vertically  or  horizontally  beside  one  another,  that  it  might  be 
applied  to^ timbers  brought  end  to  end  longitudinally?]  In  Watt's 
patent — Boulton  v.  Bull,  2  H.  *B1.  463,  and  Hornblower  v,  Boulton, 
8  T.  B.  95 — there  was  not  mere  adaptation  of  the  condenser  from  a 
distillery  apparatus  to  a  steam  engine ;  the  patent  was  supported  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  for  a  new  combination  and  a  new  mode  of 
doing  the  thing.  Eyre,  C.  J.,  said,  2  H.  Bl.  496,  497:  "The  sub- 
stance  of  the  invention  is  a  discovery,  that  the  condensing  the  steam 
oat  of  the  cylinder,  the  protecting  the  cylinder  from  the  external  air, 
and  keeping  it  hot  to  the  degree  of  steam-heat  will  lessen  the  consump- 
tion of  steam.  This  is  no  abstract  principle,  it  is  in  its  very,  state* 
ment  ^clothed  with  practical  application.  It  points  out  what  is  r«206 
to  he  done,  iu  order  to  lessen  the  consumption  of  steam."  In  ^ 
Cook  V.  Pearce,  8  Q.  B.  1044  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  55),  this  point  did  not 
arise.    In  Newton  v,  Vaucher,  6  Exch.  859,  there  was  a  new  result. 

Secondly,  it  was  misdirection  to  tell  the  jury  that  the  use  of  chan- 
nelled iron  for  fishing  the  joint  in  the  Hackney  Bridge,  would  not 
invalidate  the  patent  if  it  was  accidental,  and  did  not  enter  into  the 
mind  of  the  person  using  the  channelled  iron  at  the  time.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  the  person  who  first  used  channelled  iron  should  be 
aware  of  its  advantages,  or  that  he  should  have  used  it  for  the  pur- 
poses specified  in  Wild's  patent.  An  unintentional  prior  user  is  suffi* 
cient  to  invalidate  a  patent  within  the  meaning  of  stat.  21  Jac.  1,  a 
3,  8.  6.  [Blackburn,  J. — Can  there  be  any  user  of  a  manufacture 
in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term  where  the  person  using  it  is  not  aware 

(a)  Affirmed  on  appeal,  5  Jur.  N.  S.  1026. 
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that  it  has  the  particular  result?  Cockbur:^,  C*  J. — And  where  the 
user  is  not  for  the  same  purpose?]  The  discovery  of  the  advantage 
of  doing  the  thing  is  not  the  subject  of  a  patent.  In  Tetley  v.  Eas- 
ton,  2  C.  B.  N.  S.  706,  789  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  89),  which  was  the  case 
of  the  centrifugal  pump,  Cresswell,  J.,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of 
the  Court  said :  "  It  may  be  true  that  the  plaintiff  first  explained  the 
full  benefit  obtained :  but  the  discovery  that  a  particular  ad- 
vantage was  obtained  by  the  use  of  a  wheel  known  before,  in  a  man- 
ner known  before,  cannot  be  called  an  invention  or  application  to 
sustain  a  patent."  If  a  person  accidentally  makes  a  machine,  of  the 
advantages  of  which  he  is  wholly  ignorant,  another  person  could  not 
afterwards  take  out  a  patent  for  that  machine ;  the  first  person  is  the 
inventor  of  the  machine  ^as  far  as  regards  the  user  of  it,  so  as 


♦207] 


to  defeat  another  patent.    In  Carpenter  v.  Smith,  9  M.  &  W. 


800,  1  Webst.  Pat.  Ca.  581,  no  one  could  look  into  the  lock  so  as  to 
see  how  it  was  made.  User  of  an  invention  must  be  tested,  not  by 
the  knowledge  of  the  party  using  it,  but  by  the  effect  produced  upon 
the  minds  of  the  persons  seeing  it.  If  a  skilled  person  seeing  the 
channelled  iron  at  the  Hackney  Bridge,  would  say  that  it  was  a  fish, 
then  there  was  a  user  sufficient  to  invalidate  Wild's  patent.  [CocK- 
BURN,  C.  J. — There  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  any  person  had  so 
recognised  it.]  The  question  is  not  whether  the  user  was  in  a  place 
in  which  the  public  were  likely  to  see  it,  but  whether  the  manufiEtcture 
had  been  used  as  such,  and  not  merely  by  way  of  experiment. 

CoGKBUBN,  C.  J. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  this  rule  ought  to  be  dis- 
charged. 

The  first  point  is,  whether  Wild's  invention,  as  patented,  can,  in 
point  of  law,  reference  being  had  to  the  facts,  constitute  a  good  sub- 
ject-matter of  a  patent.  It  appears  to  me  that  Wild  was  entitled  to 
take  out  a  patent  for  his  invention.  It  is  true  that  the  use  of  grooved 
plates  of  iron  with  bolts  with  heads  and  screws,  the  heads  of  the  bolts 
being  fixed  in  the  groove,  had  previously  been  applied  to  the  pur- 
pose of  connecting  and  fastening  timbers  placed  vertically  upon  one 
another,  or  placed  horizontally  side  by  side.  Wild,  however,  pro- 
posed to  apply  the  contrivance  to  what  is  called  fishing,  that  is,  the 
fastening  timbers  placed  together  in  a  wholly  different  and  new  posi^ 
tion,  viz.,  longitudinally,  end  to  end,  in  contact  with  each  other.  It 
was  admitted  by  the  defendants,  and  after  the  findings  of  the  jury  it 
nLOQg]  ^^^^^  ^^  ^assumed,  that  the  application  of  this  mechanical 
^  contrivance  to  that  purpose  was  useful.  Now,  although  the 
authorities  establish  the  proposition  that  the  same  means,  apparatus 
or  mechanical  contrivance  cannot  be  applied  to  the  same  purpose,  or 
to  purposes  so  nearly  cognate  and  similar  as  that  the  application  of  it 
in  the  one  case  naturally  leads  to  application  of  it  when  required  in 
some  other,  still,  the  question  in  every  case  is  one  of  degree  whether 
the  amount  of  affinity  or  similarity  which  exists  between  the  two 
purposes  is  such  that  they  are  substantially  the  same ;  and  that  deter- 
mines whether  the  invention  is  sufficiently  meritorious  to  be  deserving 
of  a  patent.  In  this  case,  I  think  the  purpose  for  which  these  things 
bad  been  used  is  sufficiently  distinct  to  warrant  us  in  holding  that 
Wild's  invention  may  be  the  subject  of  a  patent,  and  it  is  unnecessary, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  &  SMITH.    Q.  B.  208 

in  so  holding,  to  infringe  upon  any  of  the  authorities  which  lay  down 
the  proposition  I  have  3tated. 

The  second  point  is  whether,  by  the  previous  user  of  this  mechani- 
cal contrivance,  there  has  been  an  anticipation  of  Wildes  invention, 
which  prevents  him  from  sustaining  his  patent.  The  facts  are  very 
simple.  The  channelled  iron  with  bolts  having  been  used  for  the 
purpose  of  fastening  timbera  placed  vertically  upon  each  other  in 
various  railway  bridges,  bv  the  late  eminent  engineer,  Mr.  Brunei,  it 
happened  that  on  one  of  the  bridges  there  was  a  scarf-joint  which  it 
became  necessary  to  fish  ;  and,  having  a  channelled  or  grooved  iron 
ranning  longitudinally  the  whole  length  of  the  bridge,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supporting  its  flooring  he  used  that  as  one  of  the  plates 
whereby  to  fish  the  scarf-joint,  but  without  requiring  in  that  particu- 
lar "place  those  *things  which  are  the  essential  purposes  for  r«ooQ 
which  Wild  used  his  invention ; — that  is  to  say,  the  strength-  I  ^  ^ 
ening  of  the  iron  of  the  plate,  and  the  fixing  of  the  bolts  by  making 
the  heads  firm  in  the  groove,  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  turning. 
He  used  the  channelled  iron  simply  because  it  was  there,  just  as  he 
would  have  used  a  flat  surface  of  iron  if  the  other  had  not  been  there, 
without  any  reference  to,  or  any  knowledge  of,  the  purposes  for  which 
Wild's  invention  was  patented, — in  total  ignorance  (so  far  as  we  are 
informed),  as  regards  the  fishing  of  rails  on  railways,  of  the  results 
claimed  by  Wild.  On  this  part  of  the  case  the  question  is,  whether 
the  accidental  use  of  a  piece  of  machinery  (forming  part  or  the  whole 
of  a  mechanical  contrivance,  which  may  be  applied  afterwards  to 
some  ulterior  purpose),  without  any  intention  of  producing  the  result, 
is  such  a  user  of  the  invention  as  prevents  a  patent  from  being  taken 
out  by  another  person  ;  and  this  turns  upon  what  is  the  meaning  of 
the  language  in  the  Statute  of  Monopolies,  21  Jac.  1,  c.  8,  s.  6,  that 
letters  patent  may  be  granted  for  '^  the  sole  working  or  making  of  any 
new  manufactures"  "  which  others  at  the  time  of  making  such  letters 
patent  and  grants  shall  not  use.'*  Clearly  the  statute  means  what 
others  have  invented  and  used  knowingly  for  the  same  purpose  for 
which  the  person  who  afterwards  comes  forward  as  the  inventor,  and 
obtains  a  patent,  intends  to  use  it  I  go  the  length  of  saying,  that 
even  if  this  had  been  done  upon  a  railway,  it  would  not  have  pre- 
vented a  subsequent  patent  from  being  taken  out.  Suppose  that  when 
railway  fishes  were  made,  not  of  grooved  but  of  flat  iron  (as  they 
were  before  Wild's  patent),  a  person  employed  in  fishing  the  joints  of 
a  long  extended  line  of  railway  finding  a  piece  *of  grooved  r^oi/v 
iron,  bad  by  accident  taken  it  up  and  used  it  in  one  part  of  ^ 
the  railway  instead  of  a  piece  of  flat  iron,  without  any  intention  of 
producing  those  additional  advantages  which  result  from  the  applica- 
tion of  Wild's  invention,  or  any  thought  of  the  advantages  which 
such  an  application  would  produce,  but  still  producing  them;  I  cannot 
think  that  it  would  be  the  true  construction  of  the  statute,  and  cer- 
tainly it  would  be  an  impolitic  and  inconvenient  construction,  to  say 
that  a  man  who  afterwards  bon£  fide  invented  and  discovered  that  the 
application  of  channelled  iron  for  the  holding  of  bolts  for  fishing 
railways  would  be  attended  with  most  beneficial  results  should  be 
prevented  from  patenting  his  invention. 

Therefore,  upon  both  the  grounds,  the  rule  must  be  discharged. 
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Hill,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  Two  questions  have  been 
discussed.  First,  whether  the  invention  of  the  patentee  is  lawfully 
the  subject-matter  of  a  patent,  and,  secondly,  whether  the  patent  is 
invalidated  by  reason  of  an  alleged  prior  use  of  the  invention. 

First.  The  patent  is  "  for  improvements  of  fishes  and  fish-joints  for 
connecting  the  rails  of  railways."  It  is  admitted,  and  has  been  in 
effect  found  by  the  jury,  that  the  invention  produces  a  decidedly  bene- 
ficial result,  and  is  useful.  But  it  is  said  that  the  application  of  the 
combination  of  grooved  iron  and  bolts  with  heads  to  fish-joints  for 
connecting  the  rails  of  railways,  is  not  lawfully  the  subject-matter  of  a 
patent,  because  such  a  combination  has  been  used  in  joining  timbers 
together  in  some  cases,  although  it  has  never  been  applied  to  joints  of 
*2in  ^^*^^  which  meet  end  to  end  flush,  nor  to  joints  of  timbers 
-'  *which  meet  in  a  similar  way;  although  such  application 
would  be  both  beneficial  to  the  public  and  advantageous  to  persons 
desiring  so  to  join  rails. 

If  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  these  fish -joints,  or  such  a  combination 
for  joints  which  meet  end  to  end,  or  any  similar  joints,  have  not  been 
used  before,  it  will  be  found  that  the  cases  uphold  this  as  a  good  sub- 
ject-matter for  a  patent.  Lord  Eldon,  in  Hill  v.  Thompson,  1  Webst. 
Pat.  Cas.  285,  237,  says  distinctly,  "  There  may  be  a  valid  patent  for 
a  new  combination  of  materials  previously  in  use  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, or  for  a  new  method  of  applying  such  materials."  Abbott,  C.  J., 
in  The  King  v.  Wheeler,  2  B.  &  A.  345,  350,  speaking  of  what  a 
patent  may  extend  to,  says :  "  It  may  perhaps  extend  also  to  a  new 
process  to  be  carried  on  by  known  implements,  or  elements,  acting 
upon  known  substances,  and  ultimately  producing  some  other  known 
substance,  but  producing  it  in  a  cheaper  or  more  expeditious  manner, 
or  of  a  better  or  more  useful  kind."  In  Brunton  v.  Hawkes,  4  B.  & 
A.  541,  550  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  6),  which  was  strongly  relied  on  by  Mr. 
Bovill,  Abbott,  C.  J.,  uses  this  language  in  speaking  of  the  anchor, 
*' Formerly  three  pieces  were  united  together;  the  plaintiff  only  unites 
two ;  and,  if  the  union  of  those  two  had  been  effected  in  a  mode  un- 
known before,  as  applied  in  any  degre^e  to  similar  purposes,  I  should 
have  thought  it  a  good  ground  for  a  patent."  In  Crane  v.  Price,  4 
Man.  &  Gr.  580,  608  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  43),  which  has  never  been  ques- 
tioned as  to  this  part  of  the  judgment,  Tindal,  0.  J.,  says,  ^*  There  are 
numerous  instances  of  patents  which  have  been  granted  where  the 
invention  consisted  in  no  more  than  the  use  of  things  already  known, 
the  acting  with  them  in  a  manner  already  known,  the  producing 
*2121  ®^®^^^  already  *known,  but  producing  those  effects  so  as  to  be 
J  more  economically  or  beneficially  enjoyed  by  the  public.  It 
will  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  a  few  instances;*'  and  then  he  mentions 
several,  which  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  read.  Therefore,  upon  the 
view  of  the  facts  which  have  been  so  fully  stated  by  my  Lord,  the 
authorities  bear  out  the  proposition  that  this  is  lawfully  the  subject- 
matter  of  a  patent. 

Upon  the  second  question,  whether  the  patent  is  invalidated  by 
reason  of  the  alleged  prior  use,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  has  stated  the 
*  facts  so  fully  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  refer  to  them.  I  en- 
tirely subscribe  to  the  reasons  which  my  Lord  has  given;  and  I  am 
prepared  to  apply  the  test  which  I  suggested  during  the  argument  of 
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Mr.  Knowles, — whether,  if  this  patent  were  upheld,  it  i^ould  interfere 
with  or  prevent  the  parties,  who  are  alleged  to  have  used  the  subject- 
raatter  9f  the  invention  before,  from  continuing  to  enjoy  that  which 
they  say  was  a  prior  use  of  it.  The  present  patent  would  not  inter- 
fere with  or  prevent  them  in  the  slightest  degree ;  and  that  is  really  a 
good  test  to  try  whether  what  they  did  is  or  is  not  a  user  of  that 
which  is  the  subject-matter  of  the  patent  now  set  up. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  on  both  grounds,  that  the  rule  must  be 
discharged. 

Blackburn,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  first  question  is 
whether  that  part  of  the  specification  which,  upon  the  evidence,  was 
new,  is  or  is  not  in  itself  the  subject  of  a  patent,  so  as  to  make  the  in- 
vention which  the  plaintifis  now  claim  a  new  invention  at  the  time 
Wild  took  out  his  patent.  Wild  claimed,  amongst  other  things, 
"firstly,  the  constructing  fishes  for  connecting  *the  rails  of  r*oig 
railways  with  a  groove  adapted  for  receiving  the  beads  of  the  '- 
bolts  or  rivets  employed  for  securing  such  fishes  ;'^  and  that  claim  is 
in  a  patent  which  is  taken  out  for  "improvements  in  fishes  and  fish- 
joints  for  connecting  the  rails  of  railways."  The  question  which  I 
understand  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  left  to  the  jury  was,  whether  the 
use  of  the  grooved  fish,  for  the  double  purpose  of  holding  the  bolt- 
heads  fast  and  giving  additional  strength  to  the  metal,  was  new  at  the 
date  of  Wild's  patent?  And  for  determining  that,  subordinate  ques- 
tions were  left  to  them,  upon  which  they  found  in  substance,  first, 
that  the  use  of  grooved  iron  in  the  fastening  of  beams,  for  the  double 
purpose  contemplated  by  Wild's  patent,  was  known  before  the  date 
of  bis  patent ;  but  that  the  fastening  of  the  timber  in  the  bridges  con- 
stract^  by  Mr.  Brunei,  being  the  instances  of  user  referred  to,  was 
not  fishing.  I  understand  the  meaning  of  that  answer  of  the  jury  to 
be— that  the  invention,  as  applied  to  the  fishing  of  rails  on  railways, 
which  was  all  that  Wild  claimed,  was  new,  and  was  useful  as  applied 
to  that  purpose,  unless  the  fact  that  a  similar  grooved  iron  had  been 
used  for  fishing  the  beams  of  bridges,  in  the  way  described,  did,  as  a 
matter  of  law,  prevent  their  saying  that  it  was  new. 

Taking  that  view  of  the  matter,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  question  is 
one  of  degree.  It  is  now  well  established  that  a  patent  for  a  new 
combinatiou  of  old  things  is  good  if  the  result  be  beneficial.  It  is  also 
well  established  that  the  application  of  an  old  principle  to  what  is 
practically  the  same  object ;  as  in  the  examples  ordinarily  given  of 
scissors,  which  were  first  invented  for  cutting  cloth,  and" afterwards 
used  for  cutting  silk;  or  a  spoon,  used  for  eating  soup,  and  r«Qi4 
afterwards  used  for  ^eating  peas,(a)  in  which  it  is  plain  that  there  ^ 
is  no  new  invention,  is  not  a  matter  for  which  a  patent  can  be  taken 
out.  Between  these  two  extremes — between  the  simple  case  of  the 
scissors  and  the  case  in  which  there  is  a  combination  of  old  matters 
brought  together  so  as  to  make  a  most  complicated  machine,  as  that 
in  Lister  v.  Leather,  8  E.  &  B.  1004  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  92),(A)  and  that 
in  Potter  v.  Parr,(c)  (not  reported),  it  is  difficult  to  draw  the  line,  and 

(a)  These  were  the  illustrationB  used  hj  Lord  Abinger  in  Losh  v.  Hagae,  1  Webat.  PaU  Ca. 
S02, 208. 
{b)  Affimed  on  appeal,  8  B.  *  B.  1031  (B.  0.  L.  R.  Tol.  92). 
(«)  See  ihU  eaie,  post,  p.  216. 
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say  where  thennvention  commences.  The  real  principle  is  laid  down, 
by  Lord  Tenterden,  in  Brunton  v.  Hawkes,  4  B.  &  A.  641  (E.  C.  L. 
R.  vol.  6),  where  I  understand  him  to  say,  that  it  is  a  question  as  to 
the  degree  to  which  the  thing  has  been  done  in  a  mode  known  before, 
as  applied  to  a  similar  purpose.  Lord  Tenterden  was  speaking  of  the 
application  to  anchors  of  a  mode  of  putting  on  the  head,  which  had  been 
used  as  applicable  to  a  variety  of  things;  and  in  his  opinion  the  mat- 
ter for  which  the  patent  was  taken  out  was  not  new,  for  it  had  been 
done  in  a  mode  that  was  known  before  as  applied  to  a  similar  purpose. 
I  am  not  sure  whether  the  matter  is  a  question  for  the  jury,  or  for  the 
Court.  But  if  it  be  a  question  of  fact,  the  jury  have  found  for  the 
plaintiff,  because  they  find  that  this  was  a  new  and  useful  invention  as 
applied  to  railways,  unless  the  application  of  it  to  the  timbers  of  a 
bridge,  in  a  manner  that  was  not  fishing,  was  such  as  in  point  of  law 
to  deprive  the  invention  of  novelty.  If  it  be  a  question  of  law  for  the 
Court, — which  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  is  not, — I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion,  that  this  is  not  such  a  similar  purpose  as  to  deprive  the 
patent  of  novelty. 
*2161       *^^  ^  ^^^  second  question,  the  jury  found  "  that  the  fasten- 

^  ing  of  the  scarf-joint  of  the  longitudinal  beam  at  the  Hackney 
Bridge  was  a  fishing  of  that  joint,  but  that  the  use  of  the  channelled 
iron  as  one  of  the  plates  of  the  fish  arose  from  its  being  already  there 
for  the  purpose  of  fastening  the  beams  and  the  iron  together,  and  was 
not  adopted  by  Mr.  Brunei  with  reference  to  or  in  contemplation  of 
the  special  advantages  in  fishing  contemplated  by  Wild's  patent." 
Then  does  this  finding  of  the  jury  show  that  the  invention,  for  which 
Wild's  patent  was  taken  out,  was  in  public  '^  use"  within  the  meaning 
of  that  word  in  sect.  6  of  the  Statute  of  Monopolies,  21  Jac.  1,  o.  8, 
which  avoids  a  patent  unless  it  be  for  some  manufacture,  "  which 
others  at  the  time  of  making  such  letters  patents  and  grants  shall  not 
use."  I  think  that  it  is  not  A  man  cannot  be  said  to  "use"  a 
manufacture  in  the  sense  in  which  the  word  must  be  understood  in 
this  statute,  and  as  it  would  ordinarily  be  understood,  when  acci- 
dentalljr,  and  without  any  knowledge  or  intention,  he  produces  that 
which,  if  it  were  knowingly  and  intentionally  done,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  trade,  would  be  a  manufacture.  That  construction  of  the  word 
IS  countenanced  in  Morgan  v.  Seaward,  2  M.  &  W.  544,  where  the 
question  came  to  be,  whether  the  patent  was  avoided  by  the  making 
of  one  of  the  machines  by  the  patentee  himself  in  this  country,  for 
the  purpose  of  sending  it  out  to  Venice.  Parke,  B.,  in  delivering  the 
judgment  of  the  Court,  seems  to  have  had  in  his  mind  throughout  the 
idea  of  using  the  machine  as  a  manufacture ;  though  to  some  extent 
the  intention  with  which  and  the  mode  in  which  it  is  done  are  to  be 
considered  together.  I  think  that,  taking  the  finding  of  the  jury 
*2161  ^'^^^^^^  ^^is  ^^  ^^^  *^  public  use  of  the  thing  as  a  manu- 

-'  facture,  but  merelv  an  accidental  stumbling  on  it ;  though  I 
would  not  be  understood  to  say  that  I  think  it  is  essential  to  the 
public  use  of  a  manufacture,  that  the  man  who  uses  it  must  at  the 
time  have  full  knowledge  of  all  the  advantages  which  will  arise  from 
the  user.  I  can  imagine  cases  in  which  he  might  use  the  thing  as  a 
manufacture,  when,  although  there  were  many  incidental  advantages 
of  which  he  was  not  aware,  still  his  so  using  it  might  prevent  another 
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person  from  taking  out  a  patent  for  those  incidental  advantages  after- 
wards. That  question  however  does  not  arise  here.  Upon  the  find- 
ing of  the  jury,  this  invention  of  Wild  has  not  been  used  in  any  sense 
which  can  be  called  a  use  of  it  as  a  manufacture. 

CocKBURN,  C.  J. — My  brother  Crompton,  who  has  gone  to  Cham- 
bers, so  far  as  he  heard  the  argument,  agrees  with  the  view  which  we 
have  taken.  Bule  discharged. 

POTTER  V.  PARR  and  othen.(a)    April  30,  1860.  * 

Thb  deelaration  cod  tamed  one  coant  for  the  infrin^emeDt  of  a  patent  dated  21 8t 
December,  1836,  for  "  certain  improTements  in  spinning  machinery,"  and  a  second 
count  for  the  infringement  of  a  patent,  dated  25th  May,  1842,  for  *'  certain  improve- 
ments in  machinery  for  spinning  cotton,  flax,  and  other  fibrous  substances." 

The  defendant  pleaded,  among  other  pleas,  1st,  not  guilty ;  11th,  that  the  alleged 
inyention  in  the  declaration  lastlj  npenlioned  was  not  a  new  inyention,  and  12th, 
that  tiie  plaintiff  did  not  within  six  calendar  months  cause  to  be  enrolled  an  instru- 
ment in  writinj^  particularly  describing  and  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the  alleged 
inTention  and  m  what  manner  the  same  was  to  be  performed. 

Issues  thereon. 

In  the  specification  of  the  patent  of  2lst  December,  1836,  the  plaintiff  declared 
his  invention  to  consist  *'  in  the  construction  and  arrangement  of  certain  machinery 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  spinning  machine  ^called  the  mule,  as  well  r^n-i  7 
ts  the  preparation  machine  known  by  the  name  of  the  stretcher,  what  is  I  ^^* 
commonly  called  self-acting,  or  more  independent  of  the  spinner  or  operative  who 
attends  such  machine."  After  describing,  by  reference  to  annexed  arawings,  the 
manner  in  which  this  was  to  be  performed  and  carried  into  effect,  he  proceeded, 
'*  Althouj^h  I  lay  no  claim  whatever  to  the  individual  or  separate  parts  of  which  the 
machine  is  constructed,  or  any  of  the  well  known  arrangements  which  are  com- 
mon to  ordinary  mules  and  machines  of  this  class,  yet  I  do  distinctly  claim  as  my 
invention, 

**  First,  the  spiral  drum  Zand  the  hyperbolic  screw  z,  and  [by]  which,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  chain  wheel  and  chain,  I  effect  the  winding  or  motion  as  already 
described,  Bui  I  do  not  confine  myself  exclusively  to  the  hyperbolio  screw,  as  the 
curve  may  be  varied  by  using  a  different  form  of  spiral  qrum ;  but  I  claim  the 
application  of  a  symmetric  curve  to  that  part  of  the  winding-on  motion  of  the  self- 
acting  mule.  And  likewise  I  claim  the  application  of  two  spirals,  as  shown  at 
figures  7  and  8,  at  each  end  of  the  drum,  m  whatever  way  or  manner  the  change 
from  tiie  spiral  figure  8  to  the  spiral  figure  7  may  be  effected ;  and,  further,  as  the 
motion  imparted  to  the  spindles  by  the  putting;  up  of  the  carriage  is  by  me,  in  mv 
present  arrangement,  made  to  assist  the  drum  in  winding  on,  so,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  the  spindles  are  made  to  revolve  in  the  opposite  direction  te  .that  given  by  the 
dmra,  the  spiral  throughout  will  have  to  be  made  nroportionstely  larger. 

"  Second,  I  claim  the  arrangement  for  taking  in  the  carriage  by  means  of  a  revqlv- 
iDg  arm  or  crank,  with  the  appendaees,  already  described. 

^^ Third,  I  claim  the  section  IP,  in  conjunction  with  a  varying  stop,  regulated 
and  nut  in  motion,  as  described,  for  effecting  the  backine-off  motion. 

'*  fourth,  I  claim  the  general  arran^ment  of  the  mule  head  stock  in  a  perpen- 
dicnUur  position,  as  set  forth  and  described ;  and  likewise  the  arrangement  for  put- 
ting the  bevils  which  drive  the  drawing  rollers  in  and  out  of  gear,  tosether  with  the 
bevils  which  draw  out  the  carriage  by  means  of  one  movement,  as  described ;  and 
likewise  the  arrangement  for  putting  down  and  lifting  up  the  faller  wire  bv  means 
of  the  cam  T,  as  already  described ;  and  likewise  the  arrangement  by  which  one 
revolution  of  toe  shaft  by  which  the  wheel  0  and  its  appendages  are  placed  to  govern 
the  motions  of  the  self-actitig  mule,  as  already  described." 

In  the  specification  of  the  patent  of  25th  May,  1842,  the  plaintiff  declared  the 
nature  of  his  invention  **  to  consist  in  certain  various  improvements  or  arrangements 
of  machinery  to  be  applied  to  the  spinning  machine  called  the  self-actine  mule,  for 
which  I  obtained  an  English  patent  bearing  date  the  2lst  December,  1836."  After 
describing  the  manner  m  which  these  improvements  were  to  be  constructed  and 
applied  to  such  machines,  so  as  to  perform  or  carry  his  invention  into  effect,  by 

(a)  Sm  aato,  p.  214,  note  (c). 
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^nn  o-i  ^reference  to  annexed  drawings,  the  Bpecification  proceeded,  **  Havine  now 
^^^j  described  my  Tarioas  improvements,  together  with  some  parts  of  my  rormer 
specification,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  application  of  snch  improvements  better 
understood,  I  shall  proceed  to  enumerate  what  I  claim  as  my  present  invention, 
which  consists— 

**  Firstly,  in  the  combination  of  machinery  by  which  I  effect  the  double  speed 
required  in  fine  spinning,  as  set  forth  and  described. 

**  Secondly,  the  mechanical  arrangement  commencing  with  the  three  wheel  B* 
and  ending  with  the  lar^  wheel  2>^,  which  takes  in  the  carriage  with  the  levers 
and  catches,  by  which,  including  the  after  draft,  I  effect  the  coming  out  of  the 
carriage. 

"  Thirdly,  the  application  of  the  spiral  drag  pulley*,  by  which,  in  conjunction 
with  the  crank  ^,  I  effect  the  bringing  in  of  the  carriage. 

*^  Fourthly,  the  application  of  a  new  mechanical  niovement  to  the  self-acting  mole, 
for  preventing  snarles  in  the  yam  at  the  time  the  faller  wires  are  removed  for  the 
commencement  of  the  succeeding  stretch,  by  giving  a  small  rotation  to  the  spindle, 
and  thus  taking  up  the  loose  yam.  I  am  aware  that  the  same  object  may  be 
obtained  by  giving  the  carriage  a  slight  outward  motion,  but  I  confine  myself  to 
the  plan  of  preventing  snarles  above  stated,  which  I  have  fully  set  forth  and 
described,  but  which  movement  may  be  variously  modified. 

"  Fifthly,  the  improved  winding-on  motion,  as  set  forth  in  sheet  2,  which,  although 
in  part  used  in  an  imperfect  form  before  the  date  of  this  patent,  did  not  produce  a 
correct  winding-on  until  I  constracted  the  improved  curves,  as  representea  on  sheet 
2,  and  which,  together  with  the  sector  z^  and  2^  and  spiral  z'^,  reeulate  the  position 
and  form  of  such  curves,  by  which,  in  conjunction  with  the  parabolic  incline  seen 
at  fig.  8, 1  produce  a  perfect  result.  I  would  here  remark,  that  by  varying  the  curve 
of  the  incline,  a  corresponding  variation  must  be  made  of  the  curves,  as  seen  at 
figures  1  and  2,  sheet  2,  but  which  I  consider  to  be  only  a  modification  of  my  present 
arrangement. 

'^  Sixthly,  I  claim  the  application  of  a  spring  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  or 
diminishing  the  tension  put  upon  the  yarn  during  the  winding^^n,  as  seen  at  J^, 
fig.  4,  sheet  1 ;  likewise  the  improved  form  of  the  lever  /,  whi5n  is  necessary  when 
the  spindles  are  much  inclined,  as  in  fine  spinning ;  likewise  the  arrangement  of 
the  grooved  break  pulley  B\  as  attached  underneath  the  carriage  for  restraining  its 
impetus  whilst  going  in,  and  likewise  the  rest  for  the  incline  bowl,  as  represented 
at  E\  fig.  8,  sheet  2,  all  of  which  are  fully  set  forth  and  described  in  the  annexed 
sheets  and  drawings. 

**  And  lastly,  with  respect  to  the  general  arrangement  of  the  self-acting  mule 
headstock,  I  do  not  materially  vary  the  position  of  the  various  movements,  which 
arrangement  I  claimed  in  my  former  specification:  but  I  have  to  remark  that,  in 
*91  Q1  ^^®'  ^  increase  the  stability  of  the  ^machine,  it  is  necessary  to  place  the 
^-^^J  rack  D^  which  is  attached  underneath  the  carriage,  and  the  wheel  I>\  as 
near  the  floor  as  possible ;  biit  I  consider  J  this]  to  be  only  a  modification  of  my  for- 
mer arrangement,  and  therefore  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  repeat  the  claim.'' 

On  the  trial,  before  Gockbum,  C.  J.,  at  the  sittings  at  Guildhall  after  Trinity 
Term,  1859,  it  appeared  that  the  winding-on  motion  in  an  imperfect  form,  referred 
to  in  the  5th  clause  of  the  plaintiff's  claim  of  1842,  was  first  obtained  in  a  machine 
constructed  by  him  in  1839,  which  was  defective  as  it  did  not  keep  the  yarn  saffi- 
ciently  tight  when  winding^n  at  the  smallest  part  of  the  cop,  so  as  to  obviate  the 
liability  of  the  yams  to  snarl  or  twist  together.  A  verdict  was  given  for  the  plain- 
tiff, leave  being  reserved  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  the  defendants  on  the  plea 
of  not  guilty,  and  on  the  11th  and  12th  pleas. 

Athartonj  in  Michaelmas  Term  following,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  accordingly  to  enter 
the  verdict  for  the  defendants,  on  the  plea  of  not  guilty  to  the  first  count,  on  the 
ffround  that  there  was  no  case  to  go  to  the  jury  on  that  count:  and  also  on  the 
11th  and  12th  pleas,  on  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff's  claim  (5th),  in  the  specifica- 
tion of  his  idleged  invention  of  1842,  included  the  subject-matter  of  the  invention 
described  and  claimed  in  the  letters  patent  of  1836,  and  also  included  the  (so  called) 
imperfect  machine  of  1839,  and  that  such  specification  of  1842  did  not  sufficiently 
show  what  was  claimed  as  the  invention  patented ;  or  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground 
of  the  verdict  beingagainst  the  evidence. 

In  the  following  £aster  Term,  April  26th,  30th, 

Monk  and  Hindmarch  showed  cause:  citing  Harmar  v.  Playne,  11  East  101; 
Jupe  V.  Pratt,  I  Webst.  Pat.  Ca.  144,  146,  per  Alderson  B. ;  Lister  o.  Leather,  8  £. 
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k  B.  1004.  1017  (E.  0.  L.  R.  toI.  92),  affirmed  on  appeal  Id.  1031 ;  Boyill  v.  Key- 
worth,  7  £.  &  B.  725  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  90). 

The  SolicUor-Oeneral  and  T.  Webster  (J.  A.  RusseU  with,  them  was  not  called 
upon)  were  heard  in  suppoct  of  the  rule. — Thej  cited  Heath  p.  Unwin,  in  the  Exohe- 

Suer  Chamber*  12  C.  B.  522,  552  (E.  0.  L.  R.  Tol.  74),  per  Alderson,  B.,  s.  c.  in 
[case  of  Lords,  16  C.  B.  713  (E.  G.  L.  R.  vol.  81),  5  H.  L.  C.  505 ;  Seed  v.  Higgins, 
in  Ezcheqner  Chamber,  8  £.  &  B.  771,  775  (£.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  92),  per  Martin,  B. ; 
776,  per  Willes,  J. ;  777,  per  Bramwell,  B. ;  Thomas  v.  Foxwell,  6  Jur.  N.  S.  271. 

CocKBURN,  G.  J. — With  reference  to  the  patent  of  1842,  the  <]ue8tion  turns  entirely 
on  the  construction  which  the  Gonrt  ouj^ht  to  put  on  the  specification.  If  the  true 
eoDstruction  had  been  that  the  claim  ot  the  plaintiff  was  limited  to  the  improved 
Carres  as  the  means  of  obtaining  the  improved  winding-on  motion,  the  question 
whether  there  had  been  an  infringement  of  that  part  of  the  specification  has  been 
disposed  of  by  the  jury,  who  upon  a  conflict  of  evidence,  founa,  as  they  had  a  right 
to  *do,  for  the  plaintiff.  But  looking  at  the  whole  of  the  specification,  r*oo(\ 
though  it  is  not  free  from  ambiguity,  and  might  be  bad  on  the  ground  that  L  ^^^ 
it  is  uncertain  what  is  claimed,  I  think  the  true  construction  of  the  5th  clause  is, 
that  the  radiating  apparatus  on  the  conical  drum,  as  shown  in  sheet  2,  is  a  substi- 
tation  for  the  oonicat  drum  in  the  patent  of  1836,  and  that  in  1842  the  plaintiff 
intended  to  patent  that  as  a  substantial  part  of  his  claim,  and  not  only  in  combina- 
tion with  the  improved  curves.  He  said  that  he  had  discovered  that  the  defects 
which  prevented  the  full  development  of  the  conical  drum  and  its  appendages  in 
the  patent  of  1836  might  be  cund  by  the  substitution  of  a  radiating  apparatus  in 
connection  with  the  appendages;  that  he  had  made  that  radiating  apparatus  in 
1839,  and  that  it  did  not  work  satisfactorily ;  and  that  he  had  now  improved  it  by 
sabstittttine  for  one  portion  of  it  an  improved  system  of  curves ;  and  he  contended 
that  he  mif^t  then  take  out  a  patent  for  the  radiating  apparatus,  which  he  had 
made  perfect  by  the  improved  curves.  In  that  he  was  wrong,  for  ne  had  already 
made  BDOvm  to  the  world  the  principal  part  of  the  machine ;  and  he  could  not  take 
oat  a  fresh  patent  for  a  combination,  including  that  and  the  improvements,  without 
expressly  statine  that  the  patent  was  for  a  new  combinationv  only.  Therefore  the 
patent  of  1842  falls  to  the  ground  for  want  of  novelty,  and  the  verdict  must  be 
entered  for  the  defendant  on  the  11th  plea,  in  pursuance  of  leave  reserved. 

As  to  the  patent  of  183G,  the  specification  claims  a  spiral  movement  by  means  of 
the  apparatus  therein  described— -the  spiral  drum  and  chain  and  hyperbolic  screw, 
whieh  last,  it  says,  may  be  varied.  For  that  apparatus  the  plaintiff;  in  the  patent 
of  1842,  snbstitutes  an  entirely  new  apparatus  m  express  terms.  I  think  the  two 
are  nerfectly  distinct;  and,  indeed,  it  hardly  lies  in  the  mouth  of  the  plaintiff  to 
say  the  contrary,  because  if  they  are  not  distinct,  and  consequently  substantially 
new,  the  patent  of  1842  would  be  bad,  as  patenting  an  old  invention.  The  plaintiff 
has  sought  to  establish  an  infringement  of  the  patent  of  1842,  and  contends  that 
the  defendants'  machine  is  practicSdly  the  same  as  his,  effecting  the  same  result  by 
the  substitution  of  mechanical  equivalents.  But  the  defendants  cannot  have 
ittfrinffed  both  patents,  because  the  apparatus  in  that  of  1836  and  the  apparatus  in 
that  of  1842  are  distinct.  Their  macnme  is  an  infrineement  of  the  patent  of  1842, 
and  not  of  the  patent  of  1836,  and  the  patent  of  1842  is  bad  for  the  reasons  already 
given. 

Cbovptoit,  J.— -As  to  the  patent  of  1842, 1  am  of  opinion  that  the  defendants  are 
entiUed  to  the  verdict  on  the  issue  upon  the  plea  denying  the  novelty.  I  think  the 
plaintiff  claims  as  part  of  his  invention  what  is  not  new,  unless,  as  Mr.  Monk  con- 
tends, the  olMm  is  confined  to  the  improved  carves ;  but,  if  that  bad  been  so,  still 
the  defendants  would  have  ^succeeded,  because  the  whole  matter  was  left  r^ooi 
to  the  jury  as  to  whether  they  had  infringed  any  part  of  it,  and  no  parti-  L  ^^-^ 
enlar  Question  was  made  of  the  improved  curves ;  so  that  we  might  have  moulded 
the  rale.  However,  I  think  the  plaintiff  claims  more  than  the  improved  curves. 
In  the  first  instance,  he  declares  the  nature  of  his  invention  to  consist  in  various 
improvements  in  the  spinning  machine,  for  which  he  obtained  a  patent  in  1836 ; 
ana  I  cannot  go  so  far  as  to  construe  as  a  disclaimer  the  words  in  clause  5,  **  which, 
although  in  part  used  in  an  improper  form  before."  I  think  the  plaintiff  meant  to 
daim  that  imperfect  machine,  except  so  far  as  is  specified  in  the  patent  of  1836. 
If  not,  the  specification  would  be  entirely  ambiguous :  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
lay  how  macn  he  did  and  how  much  he  did  not  claim. 

The  other  (jnestion  depends  on  the  oonstruction  of  the  patent  of  1836.  The  same 
result  is  obtained  by  the  plaintiff's  and  by  the  defendants' machines,  but  by  different 
means.    The  plaintiff,  in  his  specification  of  1836,  does  not  claim  any  particular 
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part  of  the  machioe ;  he  does  not  ooofine  himself  to  the  hyperbolic  screw ;  he  clMma 
the  spiral  drum,  the  hyperbolic  screw  and  the  chain  for  the  purpose  of  prodaeins 
the  windin^n  motion.  The  only  doubt  in  my  mind  was  whether,  in  the  defend 
ants'  machine,  there  was  not  a  combination  of  mechanical  equivalents  substituted 
for  those  in  the  plaintiiT's  machine  for  producing  the  same  result  But  1  think  this 
case  is  within  the  authority  of  Seed  v.  Uiggins,  on  appeal,  8  £.  A  B.  771  (£.  C.  L. 
R.  Tol.  92),  and  that  the  defendants'  plan  of  producing  the  varying  circumference 
b  not  a  mechanical  equivalent  *The  same  result  is  worked  out  in  a  diiferent  way, 
and  therefore  the  defendants  have  not  infringed  the  plaintiff's  patent 

Blackburn.  J. — As  to  the  second  count,  the  question  is  whether,  upon  the  evi- 
dence, the  defendants  are  entitled  to  a  verdict  on  the  12th  plea.  1  acree  that  they 
are.  We  must  look  at  what  the  plaintiff  claims ;  and  if  part  of  that  had  been  pno- 
lished  or  used  before  the  date  of  tne  patent>  it  was  not  then  new,  and  it  is  immaterial 
whether  it  had  been  invented  before  by  the  plaintiff  himself  or  by  another  person, 
and  whether  it  had  been  patented  before  by  tne  plaintiff  or  by  anotner  person.  The 
specification  of  1842  claims  improvements  on  toe  machine  of  1839,  and  therefore 
tne  second  patent  is  not  new. 

That  brinffs  us  to  the  question  whether  the  machine  of  1839  is  part  of  the  claim 
of  1842.  I  Slink  it  is  clear  that  the  specification  does  not  claim  the  machine  of 
1836,  but  that  it  does  introduce  the  machine  of  1839 ;  because  sheet  2  includes  a 

Sreat  deal  of  the  machine  of  1839.  and  what  follows  cannot  be  considered  as  k  dis- 
aimer.  Then  as  to  whether  on  the  plea  of  not  guilty  there  is  evidence  of  infringe- 
ment of  the  patent  of  1836, 1  agree  with  BramwelX  B.,  in  Seed  v.  Higgins,  on  appeal, 
8  £.  &  B.  771,  776  (£.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  92),  that  we  must  first  find,  as  a  point  of  law, 
«oooi  v^<^  t^  specification  of  1836  claims,  *and  then  examine  what  the  alleged 
^^^ J  infringement  is.  That  patent  is  more  difficult  to  understand  than  the  other : 
but  though  1  have  had  some  doubt,  I  think  the  plaintiff  does  not  claim  merely  the 
right  of  causine  the  surface  to  vary  in  any  way  (I  am  not  sure  whether  such  a  olaioK 
would  be  good),  but  a  varying  speed  by  varying  the  motion  by  means  of  a  spiral 
drum  and  a  screw  capable  of  some  variation.  I  find  nothing  claimed  except  the 
doing  something  by  means  of  a  screw  with  other  thin^  Now  nothing  is  an 
infringement  which  does  not  aijiount  to  doing  the  same  thmg  or  its  equivalent,  and 
I  do  not  find  in  the  defendants'  process  any  use  of  a  screw,  hyperbolic  or  otherwiee ; 
and  therefore  the  defendant  has  not  infringed  the  patent  of  lo36. 

Rule  ab0olnte.(a) 

(a)  The  srgameiiti  and  Jadgmeoto  in  this  and  the  priaeipsl  caie  have  been  partly  eompiled 
flrom  the  note  books  of  the  late  T.  F.  EUif,  Esq.,  and  Francis  Bills,  Esq. 


IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER. 

HARWOOD  and  Another,  Execntore  of  0.  H.  WILD,  v.  THE 
GBEAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY.     Feb.  8. 

For  head-note,  see  ante,  p.  194» 

The  defendants  having  appealed  against  the  above  decision,  the  case 
was  arrfued  before  Pollock,  C.  B.,  Ohannell  and  Wilde,  BB.,and  Wil- 
liams,  Willes,  and  Byles,  JJ.,  in  Trinity  Term,  June  18th,  14th,  1861. 

Bovill{C.K  Pollock  and  Horace  Lloyd  with  bim^  for  the  defendants. 
— The  term  "  fishing"  is  derived  from  affichi^  ana  was  originally  ap- 
plied to  splicing  a  mast  with  a  splint,  and  thence  was  introdnced  into 
carpentrv :  see  Tredcold  on  Carpentry.  [Chakksll,  B.,  referred  to 
♦2281  ^*l^oer'a  *Marine  Dictionary,  by  Barney.(a)]  [The  argu- 
^  ment  and  cases  cited  were  the  same  as  in  the  Court  b^low.] 

(a)  **  Fish- JVoni,  or  Pauhoh,  (fumeUt,  Fr.)  Is  a  long  pieoe  of  oak  09  fr  ti»W«^  etliTes  ob  one 
side  and  eoneaTe  on  the  other,  need  to  strengthen  the  lower  mnett  er  the  jnrd^  when  tbej  are 
sprung,  or  have  reoeired  some  damage  in  hattle  or  in  tempestnoos  weatheiv  4a.|  It  efhst  whieh 
they  are  well  Meaxed  hj  ttont  rope,  ealled  wooldlng." 
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Grove  {Hindmarch  and  T.  Webster  with  him),  for  the  plaintiflFs. — 
First,  Wild's  invention,  as  applied  to  fishes  for  rails  of  railways,  con- 
trasted with  the  use  of  grooved  or  channelled  iron,  in  the  construction 
of  bridges  where  there  is  no  scarf  or  joint,  is  the  subject  of  a  patent. 
The  manner  in  which,  and  the  purpose  for  which,  the  channelled  iron 
was  used  in  the  timber  bridges  on  railways  were  different  from  those 
in  Wildes  patent.  In  the  timber  bridges  the  channelled  iron  buckles 
on  the  transverse  planks  which  support  the  flooring  to  the  main  beams, 
and  resists  vertical  pressure ;  and  the  jury  found  that  in  those  bridges 
there  was  no  fishing.  [Pollock,  C.  B. — Suppose  the  jury  found  two 
things  to  be  different,  and  it  appeared  to  the  eye  and  mind  of  the  Court 
that  they  were  the  same,  the  Court  would  be  bound  to  say  that  the 
two  things  were  the  same,  and  that  there  was  no  invention ;  in  that 
case  the  finding  of  the  jury  would  be  immaterial.  Independently  of 
the  finding  of  the  jury,  it  is  clear  that  the  channelled  iron  in  those 
bridges  had  nothing  to  do  with  fishing.]  In  Wild's  patent  the  object 
is  to  make  the  rails  like  one  continuous  piece  of  iron,  and  mainly  to 
resist  lateral  as  well  as  vertical  pressure ;  also,  by  making  the  head 
of  the  screws  square,  to  prevent  the  bolts  from  unscrewing — thus  two 
incidental  advantages  are  obtained  by  the  variations  in  Wild's  patent. 


[*224 


There  *is  no  case  in  which  a  patent  has  been  avoided  on  the 
ground  of  want  of  novelty  in  the  subject-matter  where  there 
has  been  a  material  modification  of  the  prior  use.  In  Losh  v.  Hague, 
1  Webst.  Pat.  Ca.  202,  the  wheel  used  on  a  common  road  was  patented 
by  the  plaintiff'  for  use  on  a  railway.  In  Brunton  v.  Hawkes,  4  B.  & 
A.  641  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  6),  the  plaintiff  claimed  to  do,  with  ships'  an- 
chors having  two  flukes,  what  had  been  done  with  the  mushroom  and 
the  adze  anchors.  In  Tetley  v.  Easton,  2  C.  B.  N.  S.  706  (E.  C.  L.  B. 
vol.  89X  which  was  a  very  complex  case,  the  wheel  had  been  antici- 
pated in  a  previous  patent.  In  The  Patent  Bottle  Envelope  Company 
V.  Seymer,  5  C.  B.  N.  S.  164  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  94),  a  well-known  tool 
was  applied  to  previously  untried  materials.    In  The  Queen  v.  Cutler, 

3  C.  &  E.  216,  228,  Macr.  Pat.  Ca.  124,  the  tubes,  which  had  been  used 
before,  were  applied  in  a  known  manner  to  a  new  use.  In  Brook  v. 
Aston,  8  E.  &  B.  478  (E.  G.  L.  B.  vol.  92),(a)  the  identical  machine 
was  applied  in  the  old  manner  to  a  similar  or  analogous  material.  In 
some  of  the  cases  in  which  the  patent  was  upheld,  as  in  Crane  v.  Price, 

4  M.  4;  Gr.  680  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  48),  there  was  nothing  of  invention, 
bat  a  better  and  cheaper  result  was  produced  by  the  use  of  anthracite 
ooal  combined  with  a  hot  air  blast  in  smelting  iron.  Tindal,  C.  J., 
said,  p.  602-603,  "We  are  of  opinion,  that  if  the  result  produced  by 
such  a  combination  is  either  a  new  article,  or  a  better  article,  or  a 
cheaper  article  to  the  public  than  that  produced  before  by  the  old 
method,  such  combination  is  an  invention  or  a  manufacture  intended 
by  the  statute,  and  may  well  become  the  subject  of  a  patent."  [Pol- 
lock, C.  B. — ^Tbe  decision  in  that  case  was  carped  at  at  the  time,  but  the 
Aground  of  it  is  this,,  that  nobody  could  by  possibility  tell  what  rnoor 
the  result  would  be  if  the  hot  air  blast  was  applied  to  anthra-   ^ 

cite  coal,  which  had  never  been  used  before  in  smelting  iron.  The  Court 
considered  iron  produced  at  a  cost  of  22L  per  ton  a  different  substance 
from  iroa  produced  at  a  coat  of  42.  per  ton.]     In  Hall  v.  Jarvis,  1 

(a)  AftfBiad  on  appeal,  5  Jar.  K.  8. 1025. 
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Webst.  Pat.  Ca.  100,  and  409,  note  (/),  the  gas  flame,  for  singeing  off 
the  superfluous  fibres  of  lace,  produced  a  better  article  and  made  a 
change  in  the  subject-matter.  In  Newton  v.  Vaucher,  6  Exch.  859, 
the  application  of  the  lining  of  soft  metal  to  a  purpose  different  from 
that  for  which  it  had  been  first  patented  was  held  to  be  the  subject- 
matter  of  a  patent.  [Pollock,  C.  B. — The  patents  in  those  cases  were 
for  improvements  in  machinery.]  There  is  a  broad  distinction  be- 
tween discovery  and  invention  :  a  person  discovers  a  principle,  inven- 
tion is  the  new  application  of  a  principle.  In  Higgs  v.  Goodwin,  E. 
B.  &  E.  629  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  96),  it  was  held  that,  the  purpose  for 
which  the  chemical  agent  was  used  being  different,  there  was  no  in- 
fringement. [Pollock,  C.  B. — In  thai  case  the  defendant  had  no 
purpose  in  using  the  process  and  chemical  agent  specified  in  the  plain- 
tiffs patent.  In  the  case  of  machinery  and  chemical  results,  I  can 
understand  the  difference  of  purpose  being  material ;  but  a  chemical 
product  discloses  nothing  to  the  public]  The  Court  will  look  at  the 
subject  of  the  patent.  Where  a  change  in  the  form  of  the  material  or 
in  the  mode  oi  operating  is  essential  for  obtaining  a  successful  result, 
there  is  invention,— consisting  in  the  new  adaptation  or  the  new  end 
accomplished. 

Secondly,  the  accidental  user  of  the  fishing  by  Brunei,  in  the  Hack- 
ney Bridge,  does  not  avoid  Wild's  patent.  Though  the  thing  was  in 
4,093-1  existence,  and  the  public  might  *have  seen  it,  there  was  no 
-'  public  use  of  it.  If  a  person,  who  first  obtains  a  new  and  valu- 
able result,  is  in  ignorance  of  that  result,  he  has  not  made  an  inven- 
tion ;  and  does  not  prevent  another  person  who  discovers  the  same 
result  from  taking  out  a  patent :  Minter  v.  Mower,  per  Lord  Denraan 
at  nisi  prius ;  1  Webst.  Pat.  Ca.  188,  140,  s.  c.  in  banc,  6  A.  &  E.  735; 
Hills  V.  The  London  Gas  Light  Company,  5  H.  &  N.  312.  Suppose 
a  man  pours  three  liquids  into  a  bottle  which  produces  an  important 
result,  but  it  is  not  used,  that  does  not  disclose  the  invention  to  the 
public.  [Pollock,  C.  B. — The  principle  on  which  a  patent  in  che- 
mistry may  be  attacked  or  supported  is  different  from  that  on  which 
a  patent  in  mechanics  may  be  attacked  or  supported.  There  is  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  getting  any  clear  principle  in  any  one  branch 
of  patent  law:  the  only  subject  of  a  patent  mentioned  in  stat.  21  Jac 
1,  c.  3,  is  a  new  "  manufacture,"  and  probably  that  was  the  only  sub- 
ject-matter originally  intended ;  but  patents  are  now  continually  takea 
out  for  processes  and  machines.  All  these  admit  of  different  con- 
siderations. If  a  man  has  made  an  article  by  machinery  or  by  che- 
mical process,  and  has  issued  it  largely  as  an  article  of  commerce,  he 
could  not  take  out  a  patent  for  it,  because  he  has  published  the  in- 
vention ;  and  if  so,  no  one  else  could.]  It  depends  upon  the  degree  of 
publication.  [He  cited  Jones  v.  Pearoe,  1  Webst.  Pat.  Ca.  1^2,  Stead 
V.  Anderson,  4  C.  B.  806  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  56),  Handcock  v,  Sommer- 
veil,  Webster  on  Property  in  Designs  59,  60,  direction  of  Williams,  J., 
to  the  jury ;  Betts  v.  Menzies,  8  £.  &  B.  923  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  92),(a} 
and  Lister  v.  Leather,  8  E.  &  B.  1004  (£.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  92);  and 
*Williams,  J.,  referred  to  the  American  case  cited  in  Webster 


♦227] 


on  Property  in  Designs,  p.  63.    Further,  the  bars  of  iron 


placed  along  the  under  side  of  the  Hackney  Bridge  would  not  suggest 

(a)  Aifirmed  in  Eich.  Ch.  1  B.  A  E.  1020 ;  revened  in  H.  L,  31  U  J.  Q.  B.  233. 
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the  improvement  in  fishing  the  rails  of  railways  any  more  than  the 
fishing  of  a  mast  would  do. 

G.  K  Pollock  (-BoWKabsente),  was  heard  in  reply. — Brunei,  in  using 
the  channelled  iron  for  the  joint  in  the  Hackney  Bridge,  did  that 
which  anybody  would  have  done  under  the  same  circumstances. 
[Williams,  J. — That  is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury.  Channbll, 
B. — It  is  not  found  either  way,  whether  there  is  or  is  not  identity  be- 
tween the  fishing  of  the  longitudinal  beams  by  Brunei  in  the  Hackney 
Bridge  and  Wild's  invention.]  Tetley  v.  Easton,  2  C.  B.  N.  S.  706 
(E.  G.  L.  B.  vol.  89),  shows  that  a  man  who  sees  a  further  result  in  a 
machine  which  was  not  in  the  mind  of  the  inventor,  and  without 
alteration  applies  it,  cannot  take  out  a  patent  for  its  discovery.  [He 
also  referred  to  the  finding  of  the  jury  in  Minter  v.  Mower,  1  Webst. 
Pat.  Ga.  138,  141.(a)]  There  was  the  same  thing  in  the  Hackney 
Bridge  as  in  Wild's  patent,  and  the  objects  were  the  same  in  obtain- 
ing strength  and  fixity ;  whether  the  strength  acquired  was  vertical 
or  lateral  cannot  make  a  material  difference.  Cur.  adv.  vult, 

WiLLES,  J.  (Feb.  3),  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  Court. 

This  was  an  action  upon  a  patent  "for  improvements  *in  poog 
fishes  and  fish-joints  for  connecting  the  rails  of  railways."  ^ 

The  pleas  raised  the  question  whether  the  invention  was  new,  and 
whether  it  was  a  good  subject-matter  of  a  patent. 

The  material  part  of  the  specification  was  as  follows.  [His  Lord- 
ship read  the  beginning  of  the  provisional  specification,  ante,  p.  195 ; 
and  the  claim  in  the  complete  specification,  ante,  p.  197.] 

It  thus  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  specification  that  there  was 
nothing  new  in  the  joints  of  the  rails,  and  nothing  new  in  the  process 
of  fishing ;  and  that  the  only  difierence  between  the  known  method 
and  that  patented  consisted  in  the  fishes  being  grooved,  so  as  to 
hold  the  heads  of  the  bolts  firmly,  and  to  require  a  less  quantity  of 
iron  in  their  construction. 

Now,  of  course,  if  the  application  of  grooves  in  pieces  of  iron  used 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  pieces  of  other  materials  firmly  together, 
with  a  view  to  the  saving  of  materials  and  the  better  fixing  of  the 
bolts  by  which  the  necessary  solidity  was  obtained,  had  been  new, — 
which  it  clearly  and  notoriously  was  not, — this  would  have  been  a 
sufficient  subject-matter  of  a  patent.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  appli- 
cation of  such  grooves  in  pieces  of  iron  so  used  had  previously  been 
made  for  a  purpose  the  same  as  or  analogous  to  that  for  which  the 
patentee  applied  such  grooves,  and  there  was  no  novelty  or  invention 
in  the  mode  of  applying  the  old  contrivance  to  the  new  purpose,  such 
application,  though  useful  and  made  by  the  patentee  for  the  first  time, 
in  this  particular  instance,  would  not  be  an  invention  for  which  a 
patent  could  lawfully  be  granted,  or,  being  granted,  could  be  sustained. 

^he  parts  of  the  evidence  material  to  be  considered  are  r*ooo 
stated  in  the  case  as  follows.   [His  Lordship  read  the  evidence,   ^ 
ante,  p.  199,  beginning,  **  It  was  also  proved,"  and  pp.  200-201,  and 
the  findings  of  the  jury  in  pp.  201-202.] 

It  appears,  from  the  statements  of  the  case  above  recited,  that  the 
alleged  invention  claimed  by  Wild  as  his,  when  applied  to  the  pieces 

(a)  8.  C.  in  banc,  6  A.  *  B.  735  (E.  C.  L.  R.  toL  33). 
B.  *  8.,  VOL.  II.— 10 
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of  iron  used  for  holding  together  the  ends  of  rails  to  make  them  for 

Practical  purposes  a  continuous  solid  body,  had  previously  been 
nown  and  used  as  applied  to  pieces  of  iron  used  for  holding  together 
the  broad  sides  of  pieces  of  wood  placed  vertically  upon  one  another, 
to  make  them  for  practical  purposes  a  continuous  solid  body.  In 
each  case  the  benefit  contemplated  and  effected  was  effected  by  means 
of  the  groove,  which  gave  lightness  with  strength  to  the  binding  iron, 
and  served  to  hold  the  heads  of  the  bolts  steady  whilst  the  nuts  were 
being  screwed  on  at  the  other  end.  This  was  the  one  mechanical  con- 
trivance used  in  each  case.  It  was  complete  in  itself  when  first 
invented;  and,  though  not  immediately  applied,  it  was  immediately 
applicable  to  all  forms  of  pieces  of  iron  used  for  holding  together 
other  materials  by  the  aid  of  bolts  having  a  bearing  upon  the  pieces 
of  iron.  It  required  no  new  invention,  but  merely  an  application  of 
the  mechanical  contrivance  already  invented  and  used, — to  employ  it 
upon  several  strips  of  iron  instead  of  one  strip  of  iron,  to  hold  to- 
gether iron  instead  of  wood,  materials  placed  together  horizontally 
instead  of  materials  placed  together  vertically,  solids  the  small  ends 
of  which  are  in  contact  instead  of  solids  the  oroadsides  of  which  are 
in  contact,  rails  instead  of  beams. 

«2301       ^lodeed  it  further  appears  from  the  facts  recited  that  the 
-'  invention  in  question  had  been  previously  applied  to  pieces  of 
iron  used  for  fishing  in  the  instance  of  the  Hackney  Bridge. 

The  counsel  for  the  plain tifl^  endeavoured  to  get  rid  of  the  effect 
of  this  by  contending  that  Mr.  Brunei  made  use  of  the  grooved  iron 
only  because  it  was  lying  at  the  place,  and  other  iron  was  not  in 
readiness,  and  that  in  using  it  he  diet  not  contemplate  the  '*  special  ad- 
vantages" in  fishing  contemplated  by  Wild's  patent. 

Now  this  expression,  "  special  advantages/'  is  a  vague  one,  and  cal- 
culated to  mislead  unless  its  true  meaning  and  value  be  ascertained. 
It  is  clear,  even  from  the  specification,  that  such  special  advantages 
do  not  include  any  difference,  much  less  improvement,  in  the  grooves, 
or  in  the  mode  of  making  them  or  applying  them  to  the  rails,  or  any- 
thing other  than  the  application  of  grooves  to  fishing  rails.  It  follows 
that  the  statement,  that  Mr.  Brunei  used  .the  grooved  iron  for  fishing 
without  reference  to  the  ''special  advantages"  of  Wild's  patent,  means 
nothing  more  than  that  he  did  not  know  of  or  refer  to  the  use  to 
which  the  grooved  iron  could  be  put  in  fishing  rails.  It  stands  that 
he  used  it  for  fishing,  and  it  is  not  proved  or  suggested  that  he  was 
ignorant  of  the  advantages  in  point  of  strength  combined  with  light- 
ness and  the  holding  of  the  heads  of  the  bolts  whilst  the  nuts  were 
being  screwed  on.  Indeed  the  paragraph  immediately  following  the 
description  of  the  bridge  states  the  contrary.  It  would  be  erroneous 
to  describe  this  as  a  case  in  which  the  person  who  used  the  contrivance 
was  ignorant  of  the  principle  and  of  its  beneficial  action  in  the  par- 
^noi  1  ticular  instance,  though  we  by  no  means  say  *that  prior  use  of 
-I  an  invention  is  to  be  of  no  avail  because  the  principle  upon 
which  it  acts  was  either  unknown  or  misapprehended. 

We  need  not  however  advert  further  to  the  considerations  arising 
out  of  the  use  of  the  grooved  iron  for  fishing  in  the  Hackney  Bridge; 
because  in  our  opinion,  quite  independent  of  the  use  at  that  bridge, 
^e  use  of  grooves  in  pieces  of  iron  for  holding  materials  together  by 
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means  of  bolts  and  nuts  had  been  given  to  the  world,  together  with 
all  its  advantages,  before  the  date  of  Wild's  patent ;  and  Wild's  alleged 
invention  was  a  mere  application  of  that  old  contrivance,  in  the  old 
way,  to  an  analogous  subject,  without  any  novelty  or  invention  in  the 
mode  of  applying  such  old  contrivance  to  the  new  purpose.  And  an 
application  such  as  this  does  not  make  a  valid  subject-matter  for  a 
patent  See  Tetley  v.  Easton,  2  C.  B.  N.  S.  706  (E.  C.  L.  E.  vol.  89); 
Brook  V.  Aston,  8  E.  &  B.  478  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  92);  s.  c.  in  error, 
28  Law  Joum.  Q.  B.  175 ;  5  Jur.  N.  S.  1025. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  below  to  the  contrary  effect  must  there- 
fore be  reversed,  and  the  rule  must  be  absolute  to  enter  a  verdict  for 
the  defendant  upon  the  pleas  denying  the  novelty  of  the  invention 
and  that  it  was  the  subject-matter  of  a  patent. 

Judgment  reversed,  and  rule  absolute  accordingly. 


♦WRIGHT  V.  WILKIN.    [Nov.  27,  I860.]  [*282 

DeoUe. — Condition, — TruH  estate, — StcUute  of  Mortmain, 

A  tettatriz  by  her  will,  after  giving  several  legaoies,  some  of  wbieh  were  legal  and  ethers 
were  Toid  as  being  eonirary  to  the  Mortmain  Act,  9  0-.  2,  o.  36,  proeeeded  as  follows :  "  I  gite, 
devise  and  beqaeath  to  T.  M.  W.  all  my  real  estates,  both  freehold  and  eopybold,  and  all  the 
residue  of  my  personal  estate  and  effects,  to  hold  to  him  the  said  T.  M.  W.,  his  heirs,  ezeontors^ 
administrators  and  assigns,  for  eyer,  upon  this  express  condition,  that  if  my  personal  estate 
shoald  be  insaffleient  for  the  purpose,  he  or  they  do  and  shall,  within  twelve  months  after  my 
decease^  pay  and  discharge  all  and  every  the  legacies  hereinbefore  bequeathed.  And  I  feel  con- 
fident that  he  will  comply  with  my  wish,  it  being  my  particular  desire  that  all  the  above  legaeies 
shall  be  paid.  And  I  do  hereby  charge  and  make  chargeable  all  my  said  real  and  personal 
estate,  with  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  legaeies  and  bequests."  The  testatrix  nominated  and 
appointed  W.  S.  and  A.  C.  executors  and  trustees  of  her  will;  and  the  will  contained  the  ordi- 
nary elanses  for  the  protection  of  trustees.  There  were  codicils' of  subsequent  dates  which  did 
not  Tary  the  disposition  in  the  will.  The  personal  estate  was  insufficient  for  the  payment  of 
the  legaeies,  and  T.  M.  W.  did  not,  within  twelve  months  after  the  decease  of  the  testatrix,  pay 
any  of  them.  Held,  by  this  Court  and  affirmed  by  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  that  the  words 
"  upon  express  condition"  did  not  create  a  condiUon  for  breach  of  which  the  heir  might  enter; 
bat  created  a  trust  which  the  defej^ant,  taking  the  legal  estate,  wonld  in  equity  be.  bound  to 
perform. 

This  was  an  action  of  eject^tei^for  the  recovery  of  a  farm  and 
divers  lands  and  dwelling-bouses :  oeing  the  freehold  and  copyhold 
hereditaments  of  which  one  Mary  Mann  died  seised. 

On  the  trial,  before  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  at  the  Spring  Assizes  for  the 
coanty  of  Norfolk,  in  1860,  the  heirship  of  the  plaintiff  to  Mary  Mann, 
as  to  17  acres  (part  of  the  land  mentioned  in  the  writ  of  ejectment), 
was  admitted  by  the  defendant,  and,  as  to  the  residue  of  the  land,  the 

Jaestion  of  pedigree  was 'reserved  for  the  decision  of  the  learned 
udge  in  the  event  of  the  plaintiff  having  a  verdict.    The  defendant 
reli^  on  the  due  execution  by  Mary  *Mann  of  a  will  and  r«og3 
oodicils  thereto.    The  will  bore  date  15th  May,  1854,  and  was  ■- 
as  follows : 

'*  First  I  nominate  and  appoint  W.  Seppings  and  A.  Carter,  both 
of  King's  Lynn,  gentlemen,  executors  and  trustees  of  this  my  will, 
and  give  to  each  of  them,  the  said  W.  Seppings  and  A.  Carter,  the 
sam  of  1001.  for  the  trouble  th&y  may  have  in  the  execution  of  this 
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my  will  over  and  above  their  necessary  costs,  charges  and  expenses. 
And  I  direct  that  all  my  jast  debts,  funeral  and  testamentary  ex- 
penses shall  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied,  as  soon  as  conveniently  can 
be  after  my  decease,  out  of  my  personal  estate  and  effects.  And  it  is 
my  urgent  request,  and  I  hereby  desire,  to  be  buried  in  the  chapel 
of  Ti|ney  Saint  Lawrence,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  in  which  parish 
za/j^ear  deceased  parents  and  relatives  are  buried.  And  I  give  and 
bequeath  unto  my  two  servants,  Jane  Burton  and  Sarah  Burton,  all 
my  household  furniture  of  every  description  (save  and  except  as 
hereinafter  mentioned),  for  their  use  absolutely,  to  be  divided  between 
them ;  and  I  hereby  request  that  the  said  J.  Burton  and  S.  Burton 
shall  reside  in  my  dwelling-house  for  three  months  next  after  my 
decease  free  of  every  expense ;  and  that  my  executors  will,  during 
that  time,  pay  for  their  maintenance  and  support  and  all  rates  and 
taxes  and  other  outgoings  on  account  of  my  said  dwelling-house  out 
of  my  personal  estate.  And  I  give  and  bequeath  all  my  linen  and 
wearing  apparel  of  every  description  unto  M.  Hqmington,  of  King's 
Lynn  aforesaid,  spinster.  And  I  give  unto  the  Rev.  W.  Coulcher 
my  watch,  plate  and  trinkets.  And  I^ve  and  bequeath  unto  the 
said  W.  Seppings  an  engraving,  framed  and  glazed,  of  *  The  Deluge.* 
MQAi  -A-nd  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  young  friend  F.  A.  Jarvis 
^  two  engravings,  framed  ^and  glazed,  one  being  '  Belshazzar's 
Feast'  and  the  other  *  The  Fall  of  Babylon.'  And  I  give  and  bequeath, 
unto  M.  Hemington  the  sum  of  200?.  And  I  give  and  bequeath  unto 
my  servant,  the  said  J.  Burton,  the  sum  of  500Z.,  and  to  my  other 
servant,  the  said  S.  Burton,  the  sum  of  2002.  And  I  give  to  my  said 
executors  the  sum  of  107.,  to  be  paid  to  and  divided  between  the  four 
poor  women  who  shall  at  my  decease  be  living  in  the  South  Lynn 
Almshouses,  called  Yalinger's  Almshouses.  And  I  give  and  bequeath 
to  my  friend  Mr.  L.  W.  Jarvis  the  sum  of  400t,  and  to  his  son,  L.  W. 
Jarvis,  the  like  sum  oif  4002.  I  ^ive  and  bequeath  to  the  treasurer 
at  the  time  being  of  the  Lynn  and  West  Norfolk  Hospital  the  sum  of 
2002.,  to  be  applied  towards  carrying  on  the  charitable  designs  of  the 
said  Institution.  And  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  vicar  and  chapel- 
wardens  of  Tilney  St.  Lawrence  aforesaid  the  sum  of  502.,  to  be  dis- 
tributed by  them  amongst  the  ppor  belonging  to  that  parish  as  the 
said  vicar  and  chapelwardens  shall  think  proper ;  and  I  direct  my 
said  executors  to  pay  and  distribute  amongst  such  of  the  poor  as  they 
may  consider  objects  of  charity,  living  in  All  Saint's  Street  in  South 
Lynn  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  the  sum  of  502. : — and  which  two 
svims  of  50l.y  I  direct  shall  be  paid  within  three  months  after  my  de- 
<^ease.  And  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  said  vicar  and  chapel- 
wardens of  Tilney  St.  Lawrence  for  the  time  being  aforesaid  the  fur- 
.ther  sum  of  8002.,  which  I  direct  them  to  invest  in  some  or  one  of  the 
public  stocks  or  funds  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  apply  the  dividends 
and  annual  produce  thereof  towards  the  keeping  up  and  repairing  of 
the  said  chapel  of  Tilney  St.  Lawrence  aforesaid  for  ever.  And  I 
give  and  bequeath  unto  the  Rev.  Wra.  Currie,  of  Tilney  aforesaid, 

*2351   *^^^  ®"°^  ^^  ^*^'  ^^^'  *  ^^^  ^  S'^®'  devise  and  bequeath  unto 
J   Thomas  Martin  Wilkin,  of  Furnival's  Inn,  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, gentleman,  all  my  real  estates,  both  freehold  and  copyhold,  in 
Tilney  St.  Lawrence,  Tilney  All  Saints,  and  elsewhere  in  Great  Bri- 
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tain,  and  all  the  residue  of  my  personal  estate  and  effects,  to  hold  to 
him  the  said  T.  M.  Wilkin,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and 
assigns,  for  ever,  upon  this  express  condition,  that  if  my  personal 
estate  should  be  insufficient  for  the  purpose,  that  he  or  they  do  and 
shall,  within  twelve  months  after  my  decease,  pay  and  discharge  all 
and  every  the  legacies  hereinbefore  bequeathed.  And  I  feel  confi- 
dent that  he  will  comply  with  my  wish,  it  being  my  particular  desire 
that  all  the  above  legacies  shall  be  paid.  And  I  do  hereby  charge 
and  make  chargeable  all  my  said  real  and  personal  estate  with  the 
payment  of  the  aforesaid  several  legacies  and  bequests.  And  all 
estates  vested  in  me  as  trustee  or  mortgagee  I  give  and  devise  unto 
and  to  the  use  of  the  said  T.  M.  Wilkin,  his  heirs,  executors,  adminis- 
trators and  assigns,  for  all  my  estate  and  interest  therein.  And  I 
declare  it  to  be  my  will  that  my  said  trustees,  or  the  survivor  of  them, 
or  the  executors  or  administrators  of  such  survivor,  shall  be  answer- 
able and  accountable  for  such  money  only  as  they  respectively  shall 
actually  receive  by  virtue  of  this  my  will ;  and  that  one  of  them  shall 
not  be  answerable  or  accountable  for  the  other  of  them,  but  each  for 
his  own  acts  only ;  and  also  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  them, 
or  either  of  them,  by  and  out  of  the  moneys  which  shall  come  to  their 
hands,  to  retain  to  and  reimburse  themselves  respectively  all  such 
reasonable  and  necessary  costs  and  charges  which  they  or  either  of 
them  shall  or  may  sustain,  expend,  be  at,  or  be  put  unto,  in  or  about 
the  *execution  of  this  my  will.  And,  hereby  revoking  all  r*236 
former  wills  by  me  made,  I  do  declare  this  writing  to  be  and  ^ 
contain  my  last  will  and  testament." 

The  first  codicil  bore  date  1st  Kovember,  1854,  and  was  as  fol- 
lows: ''Whereas  I,  Mary  Mann,  of  South  Lynn,  AH  Saints,  in  the 
borough  of  King's  Lynn,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  spinster,  having 
made  and  duly  executed  my  will,  bearing  date  the  15tb  day  of  May, 
1854 :  now  I  declare  this  present  writing  to  be  a  codicil  to  my  said 
will,  and  I  direct  the  same  to  be  annexed  thereto  and  taken  as  part 
thereof.  And  whereas  I  have  by  my  said  will  given  and  bequeathed 
to  L.  W.  Jarvis,  the  sou  of  the  said  L.  W.  Jarvils,  the  sum  of  400t : 
now  also  I  revoke  the  said  legacy  so  given  to  the  said  L.  W.  Jarvis. 
And  whereas  I  have  by  my  said  will  givea  and  bequeathed  unto  my 
servant,  Jane  Burton,  the  sum  of  5002.,  and  to  my  other  servant, 
Sarah  Burton,  the  sum  of  2002. :  now  I  hereby  ratify  and  confirm  the 
said  several  legacies ;  and  in  addition  thereto  I  give  and  bequeath  to 
my  said  servant,  the  said  J.  Burton,  the  further  sum  of  5002.,  and  to 
my  said  servant,  S.  Burton,  the  further  sum  of  8002.  And  I  ratify 
and  confirm  my  said  will  in  every  respect,  except  where  the  same 
is  hereby  revoked  and  altered  as  aforesaid." 

The  second  codicil  was  as  follows:  ''Whereas  I,  Mary  Mann,  of 
South  Lynn,.  All  Saints,  in  the  borough  of  King's  Lynn,  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk,  spinster,  having  duly  made  and  executed  my  will,  bear- 
ing date  the  15th  day  of  May,  1854 ;  and  whereas,  I  also  duly  made 
and  executed  a  codicil  to  my  said' will  bearing  date  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, 1854 :  now,  I  declare  this  present  writing  to  be  a  second 
codicil  to  my  said  will,  and  I  direct  the  same  to  be  annexed  to  riic237 
my  said  *will  and  taken  as  part  thereof.  And  whereas,  I  have  '- 
by  my  said  will  and  codicil  respectively  given  and  bequeathed  to  my 
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servants  J.  Burton  and  S.  Burton,  certain  pecuniary  legacies:  now  it 
is  my  will,  and  I  hereby  expressly  direct,  that  the  said  legacies  so 
given  to  the  said  J.  Burton  and  S.  Burton  shall  be  paid  to  tbem 
respectively  free  of  all  legacy  duty,  and  without  any  other  deduction, 
within  three  months  next  after  my  decease.  And  whereas,  since.the 
date  and  execution  of  my  said  will,  I  have  purchased  a  freehold  estate 
situate  in  Marshland  Smeeth,  in  the  said  county  of  Norfolk,  and 
which  is  now  in  the  occupation  of  one  Mr.  Mason,  as  ray  tenant :  now 
I  give  and  devise  the  said  freehold  estate,  so  purchased  by  me  as 
aforesaid,  unto  T.  M.  Wilkin,  of  King's  Lynn  aforesaid,  gentleman, 
his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever.  And  I  ratify  and  confirm  my  said 
will  in  every  respect,  except  where  the  same  is  revoked  or  altered  by 
my  said  codicil  of  the  1st  day  of  November,  1854,  and  I  also  ratify 
and  confirm  the  said  codicil  in  every  respect." 

The  defendant  was  called  as  a  witness,  and  deposed  that,  on  the 
20th  of  September,  the  testatrix  told  him  abe  had  resolved  on  altering 
her  will ;  she  produced  the  will  in  a  sealed  envelope;  he  opened  and 
read  it.  And  she  also  produced  a  paper  which  expressed  a  desire  to 
Jarvis,  junior,  to  convey  17  acres  of  land  to  the  vicar  and  chapel- 
wardens  of  Tilney  St.  Lawrence,  to  support  a  chapel.  She  said  she 
had  lost  all  confidence  in  Mr.  Jarvis :  that  when  she  signed  the  paper 
Mr.  Jarvis  wished  it  not  to  be  kept  with  the  will :  and  she  was  now 
determined,  instead  of  giving  land  to  be  conveyed,  to  give  a  specific 
sum  of  money,  that  the  world  might  know  what  her  intentions  were 
respecting  the  chapel :  he  told  her  that  the  bequest  to  the  chapel  would 
be  absolutely  void:  she  said  "Never  mind,  the  world  will  know  what 
^oo-|  my  intention  was,  *and  if  it  is  not  carried  out  it  won't  be  my 
-'  fault":  he  said,  *'I  believe  the  only  way  eflectually  to  carry 
out  your  wishes  will  be  at  once  to  convey  the  property  and  enroll  it  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery  twelve  months  before  your  decease" :  she  ob- 
jected to  that  on  account  of  the  expense,  and  of  the  possibility  of  its 
being  thrown  away  in  case  of  her  death  within  twelve  months.  She 
had  told  him  that  she  had  sold  land  to  raise  2600Z.  to  build  a  chapel 
at  Tilney  St.  Lawrence. 

On  cross-examination,  he  said,  I  was  well  aware  of  the  law  c^  Mort- 
main, but  I  knew  that  a  charge  might  be  made  on  personalty  for 
charitable  legacies.  I  told  Miss  Mann  that  it  would  rest  with  my  con- 
science to  discharge  the  legacies  to  the  hospital  and  the  chapel.  I 
told  her  the  clause  would  be  inoperative ;  that  I  could  not  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  it,  and  it  must  remain  entirely  within  my  conscience. 
She  expressed  her  strong  desire  these  legacies  might  be  paid.  I  should 
have  been  prepared  to  pay  them  on  the  23d  June,  1857,  had  it  not 
been  for  a  bill  in  Chancery  filed  for  the  purpose  of  setting  aside  the 
will.  She  did  not  say  she  was  anxious  her  name  should  appear  as  a 
permanent  donor  to  the  church, — the  clause  was  inserted  that  the 
world  might  be  aware  of  her  intention.  When  I  suggested  the  deed 
of  gift,  she  objected  on  account  of  the  expense,  and  said  if  she  died 
within  twelve  months  the  expense  would  be  thrown  away.  I  don't 
know  whether  I  told  her  it  would  only  cost  102.  or  12/.  When  the  last 
codicil  was  made,  it  was  from  her  drawing  my  attention  to  the  date, 
and  the  fact  that  a  part  of  the  land  had  been  bought  since  the  date  of 
the  will.    She  also  wished  the  servants'  legacies  to  be  paid  within 
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three  months  of  her  death.  I  had  no  understanding  with  her  that  I 
should  pay  the  legacies  to  the  church  and  hospital  out  of  the  land. 
*I  was  exanriined  on  a  former  trial ;  I  then  said,  that  Miss  Mann  r^o^Q 
said  she  had  that  confidence  in  me  she  was  sure  I  should  do  it,  '- 
and  at  all  events  the  world  would  know  what  her  intention  was.  I 
did  not  say  to  her  that  I  should  be  under  no  legal  compulsion. 

None  of  the  legacies  bequeathed  by  the  said  Mary  Mann  were  paid 
within  the  periods  prescribed  by  the  will  and  codicils  respectively, 
and  her  personal  estate  was  insufficient  to  pay  and  discharge  any  of 
them. 

A  previous  ejectment  between  the  parties  resulted  in  judgment  for 
the  defendant,  and  on  that  occasion  none  of  the  points  now  urged  were 
taken. 

A  verdict  was  found  for  the  defendant,  leave  being  reserved  to  move 
to  enter  the  verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

In  Easter  Term, 

Parry,  Serjt,  obtained  a  rule  accordingly,  on  the  following  grounds. 
First,  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  for  non-performance 
of  the  condition  for  payment  of  the  legacies.  Second,  that  the  devise 
to  the  defendant  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  Statute  6f 
Mortmain,  9  G.  2,  c.  36,  and  was  therefore  void.  Third,  that  the  de- 
fendant ought  to  have  informed  the  testatrix  that  the  charitable  lega- 
cies ought  to  be  expressly  charged  upon  the  personalty,  and  that  she 
could  have  given  land  to  Tilney  Church  to  the  amount  of  60  acres 
or  500J.  under  stat.  48  G.  3,  c.  108,  and  consequently  that  the  will 
having  been  made  through  his  negligence  and  misrepresentation,  the 
devise  in  it  in  his  favour  yald  not  take  effect. 

In  Trinity  Vacation,  June  14th, 

G*Malley,  Keane,  G.  Hall,  and  Douglas  Brown  showed  *cause.  r#o40 
— As  to  the  first  ground  of  the  rule,  construingthe  will  acc6rd-  ^ 
ing  to  the  intention  of  the  testatrix,  the  direction  for  payment  of  the 
legacies  bperates  as  a  charge  on  the  property,  and  not  as  a  condi- 
tion defeating  the  estate  devised :  Spalding  v.  Spalding,  Cro.  Car.  185, 
Bromfield  r.  Crowder,  1  N.  B.  318,  325,  per  Mansfield,  0.  J.  The 
expression  of  confidence  that  the  devisee  will  comply  with  the  wish  of 
the  testatrix  shows  that  this  is  a  trust  and  not  a  condition,  and  the 
direction  to  pay  the  legacies  within  twelve  months  after  the  death  of 
the  testatrix  renders  it  necessary  that  the  devisee  should  have  the 
legal  estate.  In  Greckmere  v.  Patterson,  1  Leon.  174,(a)  a  devise  to 
A.  that  she  should  pay  to  B.  a  certain  sum  of  money  at  a  certain  day 
was  construed  to  be  a  condition,  because  otherwise  B.  would  have 
been  remediless.  5  Vin.  Abr.  59,  Conditions  I.  pi.  2 ;  2  Bac.  Abr. 
Oondiiions  B.  7th  ed.  p.  112 ;  8  Com.  Dig.  by  Hammond,  p.  90,  Co7»- 
(Ution  A.  4,  are  to  the  same  effect;  but  it  is  said  by  Lord  St.  Leon- 
ards, 1  Sugd.  on  Powers  122,  7th  ed. ;  106,  pi.  15,  8th  ed.,  '*  What  by 
the  old  law  was  deemed  a  devise  upon  condition,  would  now,  perhaps, 
in  almost  every  case,  be  construed  a  devise  in  fee  upon  trust,  and  by 
this  construction,  instead  of  the  heir  taking  advantage  of  the  condition 
broken,  the  cestui  que  trust  can  compel  an  observance  of  the  trust  by  a 
suit  in  equity."  In  Cooke  v.  The  Stationers'  Company,  3  Myl.  &  K. 
262,  266,  the  testator  gave  to  his  wife  the  residue  of  his  estate  on 

(a)  S.  C.  Criokmer'B  Case,  Co.  Liti.  23«  W 
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condition  that  all  the  legacies  were  paid,  some  of  them  being  void,  and 
Sir  John  Leach,  M.  R.,  held  that  they  were  to  be  consiaered  as  a 
charge  upon  the  gift  to  the  wife,  and  tnerefore  she,  and  not  the  heir, 
♦2411  ^^^  entitled  to  the  *benefit  of  the  failure  of  those  legacies.  In 
^^^  Hubbert  v.  Spencer,  5  Vin.  Abr.  59,  Conditions  I.  pi.  6,(a)  "  C. 
devised  a  manor  to  his  wife  for  30  years, /or  and  to  the  intent  and  pur- 
pose,  that  his  wife  shall  pay  80i  yearly  during  the  term  to  A.  and 
others;  and  further  devises,  that  his  wife  should  be  bound  to  A.  and 
the  others  to  perform  the  will.  This  was  held  to  be  no  condition;  for 
to  what  purpose  should  his  wife  be  bound  if  this  was  a  condition  7 
But  judgment  was  not  given  because  the  parties  agreed."  [They  also 
cited  Poor  v.  Mial,  Madd.  &  Geld.  32.]  A  charge  of  real  estates  with 
the  payment  of  debts  creates  a  trust  to  mortgage  6r  sell  for  the  pay- 
ment of  them :  Ball  v.  Harris,  8  Sim.  485,  4  My.  &  Cr.  264,  Sugden's 
Treatise  of  the  Law  of  Vendors  and  Purchasers,  543,  pi.  9,  ISth  ed., 
and  cases  collected  in  Lewin  on  Trusts  317,  4th  ed.:  and  a  charge 
with  the  payment  of  legacies  must  have  the  same  effect.  It  is  clear 
that  the  testatrix  did  not  intend  to  die  intestate  or  that  the  property 
should  go  to  the  heir.  Further,  if  this  is  a  condition  at  all,  it  is  a  con- 
dition subsequent :  Edwards  v,  Hammond,  3  Lev.  132 ;  Doe  d.  Hunt 
V.  Moore,  14  East  601 ;  and  as  several  of  the  legacies  are  contrary  to 
law  the  whole  condition  is  void.  An  estate  already  vested  at  the 
death  of  the  testatrix  cannot  be  defeated  by  a  void  condition.  In 
Egerton  v.  Earl  Brownlow,  ^  H.  L.  Ca.  1,  Crompton,  J.,  said,  p.  67, 
''The  true  doctrine  seems  to  me  to  be,  that  a  proviso  which  is  in- 
valid cannot  be  operative,  either  to  create  or  to  destroy.  If  the  estate 
can  only  arise  by  that  proviso  being  complied  with,  it  fails  in  its 
creation ;  if  the  estate  has  once  arisen,  suon  proviso  cannot  destroy, 
*2421  *^°^  ^^^  estate  remains  unaffected."  And  Alderson,  B.,  said, 
J  p.  101,  "My  opinion  very  clearly  is,  that  the  validity  of  each 
[proviso]  is  to  be  considered  separately,  and  that  those  which  are  valid 
will  have  effect,  even  though  the  others  should  be  deemed  invalid. 
The  true  principle  in  all  these  questions  is,  as  is  laid  down  in  oar 
books,  that  where  a  testator  involves  in  one  and  the  same  set  of  words 
several  contingencies,  some  legal  and  others  illegal,  all  are  void, — if 
any  one  is  so ;  because  you  cannot  say  whether  he  meant  more  than 
one  contingency,  nor  say  whether  that  was  the  legal  or  illegal  contin- 
gency which  he  intended ;  but  where  he  expresses  separately  and  dis- 
tinctly each  contingency,  it  is  clear  that  he  intends  not  one  only,  but 
all  of  them,  and  then  the  Court  rejects  the  illegal  and  carries  the  legal 
wishes  into  effect."  The  estate  devised  to  the  defendant  is  not  avoided 
by  reason  of  some  of  the  legacies  being  contrary  to  the  Statute  of 
Mortmain :  Doe  d.  Cbidgey  v.  Harris,  16  M,  &  W.  617,  518.  The  de- 
visee must  take  the  legal  estate  in  order  to  enable  him  to  pay  such  of 
the  legacies  as  are  not  contrary  to  the  Mortmain  Act,  the  trust  as  to 
those  legacies  being  good :  Willet  v,  Sandford,  1  Ves.  Sen.  186.  Young 
V.  Grove,  4  C.  B.  668  (E.  0.  L.  B.  vol.  66) ;  and,  if  so,  the  estate  is  not 
divested  by  a  condition  subsequent,  which  is  void:  Ridgway  v.  Wood- 
house,  7  Beiiv.  437.  Also,  there  was  no  proof  that  the  personal  estate 
was  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  legacies,  or  if  there  was,  there  was  no 
proof  of  a  demand  of  payment  of  them,  which  is  necessary  to  create  a 

{a)  S.  C.  Hubberd  v.  Spencer,  BenL  287. 
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forfeiture:  Doe  d.  Biaas  v.  Horsley,  1  A.  &  E.  766,  772  (E.  C.  L.  B. 
vol.  28),  per  Lord  Denman,  citing  Peirson  v.  Sorrel,  2  Show.  185. 

As  to  the  second  and  third  grounds  of  the  rule,  there  *wa8  r»o4Q 
no  evidence  in  support  of  them.  [Cookburn,  C.  J. — The  at-  ^ 
tempt  to  defeat  the  Mortmain  Act,  if  successful,  would  not  have  bene- 
fited th^  defendant,  because  he  would  have  had  to  pay  all  the  legacies.] 
Further,  as  to  the  second  ground,  that  the  devise  was  for  the  purpose 
of  defeating  the  Mortmain  Act,  the  rule  is  that,  if  the  cpndition  in  the 
instrument  is  to  do  something  malum  in  se,  the  instrument  is  altogether 
void;  otherwise,  if  the  condition  is  only  to  do  a  thing  prohibited. 
[He  cited  Co.  Litt.  206  b;  Doe  d.  Burdett  v,  Wrighte,  2  B.  &  A.  710; 
Bulkley  V.  Wilford,  2  01.  &  F.  102.] 

In  Michaelmas  Term,  November  27th, 

W.  ff.  Terrell,  in  support  of  the  rule. — This  is  a  devise  of  an  estate 
on  condition  at  common  law,  for  the  breach  of  which  the  heir  may 
enter.  It  is  unnecessary  here  (as  in  Crickmer's  Case,  Co.  Litt  236 
b.(a))  to  seek  for  the  intention;  the  language  is  unambiguous  and 
the  condition  express.  But  if,  in  Crickmer's  Case,  the  Court,  in 
favour  of  the  intention,  construed  the  language  as  creating  a  common 
law  condition  under  a  devise  to  A.  and  her  heirs  to  pay  unto  B.  a 
sam  at  a  certain  day,  a  fortiori  the  Court  ought  in  this  case  to  hold,  as 
creating  a  condition,  language  strictly  technical  and  appropriate  for 
that  pur{>ose.  It  is  the  tendency  of  modern  decisions  to  adopt  the 
exact  words  used  by  testators,  and  not  to  speculate  on  secret  inten- 
tions: Hay  ward  v.  James,  28  Beav.  523,  527,  528,  per  Bomilly,  M.  R. 
To  hold  that  a  condition  was  not  created  because  in  modern  times 
decisions  are  not  to  be  found,  would  be  to  remove  an  ancient  land 
*mark.  The  observation  of  Lord  St.  Leonards,  that  conditions  r^AA 
are  now  construed  as  creating  trusts  enforceable  in  equity,  '• 
cannot  be  treated  as  a  general  proposition,  but  as  applicable  only  to 
constructive  conditions,  and  to  cases  like  Anon.,  2  Freeman  278,  cited 
in  Messenger  t;.  Andrews,  4  Buss.  478,  481.  Besides  no  authority  is 
cited  in  support  of  the  observation.  In  Magennis  v,  Fallon,  2  Moll. 
561,  678,  on  a  certain  statement  being  made  at  the  Irish  bar,  Hart,  C, 
observed,  "  That  is  a  position  of  Sugden,  but  there  are  two  or  three 
positions  of  Sugden  which  subsequent  decisions  have  totally  swept 
away."  It  is  not  important  whether  this  is  construed  as  a  condition 
pre(^ent  or  a  condition  subsequent — the  condition  was  broken,  and 
thereupon  the  right  of  entry  accrued.  Where  an  estate  is  devised  by 
unambiguous  language  in  the  former  part  of  a  will,  such  devise  can- 
not be  modified  by  doubtful  words  in  a  subsequent  part :  Thornhill  i;. 
Hill,  2  CI.  &  F.  22,  86,  per  Lord  Brougham,  C. ;  2  Jarman  on  Wills 
764,  3d  ed.,  rule  xii.  Though  the  estate  vested  in  the  devisee  for  the 
purpose  of  paving  the  valid  legacies,  the  condition  is  divisible,  and  no 
authority  can  be  found  for  its  indivisibility  where  the  condition  is  partly 
illegal:  note  to  Collins  v.  Blantern,  Smith's  Leading  Cases,  5th  ed., 
vol.  1,  p.  829,  330.  In  this  respect  a  condition  differs  from  a  contract 
made  on  several  conditions,  one  of  which  being  illegal  the  whole  con- 
tract is  void,  inasmuch  as  every  part  of  the  contract  is  induced  and 
affected  by  the  illegal  consideration :  Shackell  v.  Rosier,  2  Bing.  N. 

(a)  S.  G.  Creckmere  «.  Patterson,  1  Leon.  174. 
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C.  6S4,  646  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  29).  per  Tindal.  C.  J. ;  Howden  v.  Haigh. 
11  Ad.  &  Ell.  1033,  1088  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  39),  per  Lord  Denman. 
*2451       *The  cases  cited  in  Egerton  v.  Earl  Brownlow,  4  H.  L.  Ca.  1, 

■^  relied  on  by  the  defendant  in  support  of  the  proposition  that 
limitations  sounding  conditionally  have  been  held  to  be  not  strict 
common  law  conditions,  show  clearly  that  this  is  a  condition,  for  in 
all  of  them  there  were  limitations  over.  [Cbompton,  J.— All  th€ 
Judges  agreed  that  that  case  was  the  case  of  a  condition: — the  ques- 
tion was  whether  it  was  good  or  bad.]  In  Butler's  note  (1)  to  Co. 
Litt.  203  b,  conditions  are  recognised  as  still  existing,  and  the  dis- 
tinction between  conditions  and  conditional  limitations  is  carefully 
drawn.  The  absence  of  a  gift  over  distinguishes  this  case  from  the 
case  of  a  conditional  limitation.  To  comply  with  the  direction  to  pay 
the  legacies  within  twelve  months  after  the  death  of  the  testatrix,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  the  devisee  should  have  the  legal  estate.  The  judg- 
ment in  Stroughill  v,  Anstey,  1  De  G.  M.  &  G.  635,  shows  that  where 
an  estate  is  given  to  a  devisee  charged  with  the  payment  of  legacies, 
as  the  devisee  takes  the  estate  cum  onere,  he  has  a  right  to  sell  or 
mortgage  it  in  fee,  and  the  sale  cannot  be  disturbed  by  parties  entitled 
under  the  will  or  by  the  heir.  [Blackburn,  J.,  referred  to  Doe  d. 
Jones  V,  Hughes,  6  Exch.  223,  231,  per  Parke,  B.]  That  dictum  has 
not  been  followed.  The  better  opinion  is  that,  in  that  case,  a  legal 
power  was  created,  and  that  the  title  of  a  purchaser  would  not  require 
the  aid  of  an  injunction  against  the  party  claiming  the  legal  estate,  bat 
would  prevail  against  the  heir  entering  for  condition  broken:  see 
Robinson  v.  Lo water,  17  Beav.  592  ;(a)  Wrigley  v.  Sykes,  21  Beav.  837. 
*2461   ^"  Cooke  v.  The  Stationers*  Company,  3  Myl.  k  K.  262,  *relied 

-I  on  by  the  defendant,  the  legal  fee  was  in  the  executors,  aod 
the  wife's  interest,  if  any,  was  merely  an  equitable  fee,  subject  to  the 
execution  of  the  power  of  sale  by  the  executors ;  and,  as  a  condition 
cannot  be  attached  to  an  equitable  estate,  it  was  properly  held  that  no 
condition  was  created.  A  common  law  condition  cannot  be  created 
without  the  inseparable  incident  of  the  heir's  right  of  entry  on  breach. 
As  to  the  condition  being  annexed  to  a  mixed  fund,  consisting  of  real 
and  personal  estate,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  ^allege  that  no  right  of  entry 
could  arise  as  to  the  personal  estate : — the  condition  must  be  construtsd 
reddendo  singula  singulis;  and  the  executor,  as  to  the  personal  estate, 
would  be  entitled  to  take  advantage  of  the  breach.  In  2  Sheppard's 
Touchstone,  by  Preston,  p.  451,  it  is  said,  **  Of  all  these  conditions, 
regularly,  the  executor  and  no  other  shall  take  advantage.  [But  un- 
less he  be  executor  beneficially,  he  will  be  a  trustee  for  the  residuary 
legatee  or  next  of  kin."]  (See  also  pp.  450,  417.)  Woodcock  v. 
Woodcock,  Cro.  Eliz.  795,  cited  in  2  Jarman  on  Wills,  3d  ed.,  p.  4, 
shows  that  a  condition  subsequent  may  be  annexed  to  the  bequest  of 
a  chattel.  If  it  be  said  that  the  testatrix  could  scarcely  have  intended 
the  defendant  to  remain  devisee  of  trust  estates  which  are  not  given 
upon  any  condition,  so  that  a  mortgage  debt  would  vest  in  the  exe- 
cutor while  the  legal  estate  remained  in  him  ;  the  answer  is,  that  the 
fact  of  the  legal  estate  in  a  part  being  left  outstanding  is  an  insufficient 
ground  for  presuming  that  the  testatrix  did  not  intend  forfeiture  quoad 
the  estates  in  which  she  had  also  the  beneficial  ownership.    To  tbrow^ 

(tt)  S.  C.  on  appeal,  6  De  G.  M.  A  G.  272. 
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the  onus  on  the  plaintiff  to  prove  an  intention  to  create  a  condition 
would  reverse  the  rule  of  preaamption  that  the  testatrix  meant  what 
she  has  said.  *In  Egerton  v.  Earl  Brownlow,  4  H.  L.  Ca.  1,  r*o47 
18S,  Lord  Truro  said,  **  As  the  proviso  in  question  is  in  the  ^ 
regular  form  of  a  condition  subsequent,  and  as  it  is  in  the  very  same 
form  as  the  other  provisoes  in  the  same  will,  which  are  unquestion- 
ably of  the  nature  of  condition  subsequent,  the  onus  of  showing  that 
it  was  intended  to  be  the  very  opposite  of  that  which  on  its  face  it 
would  appear  to  be. — that  is,  the  onus  of  showing  it  to  be  a  condition 
precedent,  lies  upon  those  who  would  put  that  construction  upon  it.'' 
It  was  said  that  it  would  be  idle  to  construe  the  limitation  otherwise 
than  as  a  charge,  because  a  Court  of  equity  would  relieve  against 
breach.  It  is  a  suflScient  answer  that  this  Court  knows  nothing  of  a 
oharge  in  equity ;  and  non  constat  that  relief  would  be  afforded,  having 
regard  to  the  necessity  of  the  person  seeking  relief  there  doing  equity, 
or,  in  popular  language/coming  '*  with  clean  hands."  Also,  it  is  by 
TK>  means  clear  that  relief  would  be  afforded  in  a  Court  of  equity 
wbere  sometimes  conditions  are  construed  strictly,  as  in  Bobinson  v. 
Wheelwright,  21  Beav.  214.  If,  however,  a  condition  was  not  created, 
the  language  of  condition  must  be  struck  out  of  the  will  with  no  ap- 
parent object,  inasmuch  as  the  legacies  were  charged  by  the  will 
irrespective  of  the  condition :  Wigg  v.  Wigg,  I  Atk.  382 ;  Hills  v. 
Wirley,  2  Atk.  605 ;  Sonley  v.  The  Clockmakers'  Company,  1  Bro. 
C.  C.  81. 

As  to  the  second  and  third  grounds  of  the  rule.  [Blackburn,  J. — 
We  can  only  look  at  the  will,  if  it  is  duly  executed.]  In  Bulkley  v. 
Wilford,  2  CI.  &  F.  102,  119,  there  was  an  absence  of  moral  fraud  in 
the  attorney,  yet  Lord  Eldon  sent  an  issue  to  be  tried  by  a  Court  of 
law,  and  held  *the  attorney  a  trustee  for  the  devisee;  and  this  r»o48 
decision  was  affirmed  in  the  House  of  Lords.  [Blackburn,  J.  ^ 
—But  we  cannot  deal  with  this  matter  in  a  Court  of  law  if  there  was 
no  undue  influence,  but  merely  misleading.]  [He  cited  Boyse  v. 
Rossboroagh,  Kay  71,(a)  before  Wood,  V.  C,  Doe  d.  Burdett  v.  Wrighte, 
2  B.  &  A.  710,  The  Attorney  General  v.  Davies,  9  Ves.  585.] 

CocKBURN,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  this  rule  ought  to  be  dis- 
charged. The  real  question  is  whether,  by  the  terms  of  the  will,  a 
condition  is  annexed  to  the  devise  made  in  favour  of  the  defendant, 
and  whether  that  condition  is  such  that  its  non-performance  operates 
to  work  a  forfeiture  and  divest  the  estate  out  of  the  defendant,  the 
devisee.  The  testatrix,  at  the  outset  of  her  will,  makes  certain  be- 
quests and  legacies,  some  of  which  are  legal,  and  some  are  open  to 
exception,  as  being  against  the  provisions  of  the  Mortmain  Act,  9  O. 
2,  c.  36.  Then  she  devises  and  bequeaths  to  Thomas  Martin  Wilkin 
'*all  my  real  estates,  both  freehold  and  copyhold,  in  Tilney  St.  Law- 
rence, Tilney  All  Saints,  and  elsewhere  in  Great  Britain,  and  all  my  per- 
sonal estate  and  effects,  to  hold  to  him,  his  heirs,  executors,  adminis- 
trators and  assigns,  for  ever."  But  to  this  devise  and  bequest  she 
appends  the  following  condition :  *'  Upon  this  express  condition,  that 
if  my  personal  estate  should  be  insufficient  for  the  purpose,  he  or  they 
do  ana  shall,  within  twelve  months  after  my  decease,  pay  and  dis- 
charge all  and  every  the  legacies  hereinbefore  bequeathed ;"  and  this 

(o)  8.  C.  on  apptal,  8  De  O.  M.  A  0.  817. 
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clause  immediately  follows :  '*  And  I  feel  confident  that  he  will  comply 
*24Q1  ^^^^  ^^  wish,  it  being  my  particular  desire  that  all  my  above 
J  legacies  *8hall  be  paid ;"  and  then  she  goes  on :  "  And  I  do 
hereby  charge  and  make  chargeable  all  my  said  real  and  personal 
estate  with  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  several  legacies  and  bequests/' 
The  question  is,  whether  the  words  which  the  testatrix  annexes  to  the 
devise  and  bequest  of  her  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  defendant 
amount  to  a  condition  absolute  such  as  will  work  a  forfeiture,  or  are 
to  be  taken  as  explanatory  terms  upon  which  she  makes  the  devise 
and  bequest  to  the  defendant,  so  as  to  create  a  trust  which  he,  taking 
the  legal  estate,  is  bound  in  equity  to  perform.  On  the  best  conside- 
ration which  I  can  give,  I  entertain  a  clear  and  unhesitating  opinion 
that  the  words  in  question  do  not  amount  to  a  condition  so  as  to  work 
a  forfeiture. 

It  is  not  necessary,  according  to  my  construction  of  the  will,  to  con- 
sider whether,  even  if  they  did  amount  to  a  condition  in  the  strict 
legal  acceptation  of  the  term,  there  is  not  some  provision  in  the  will 
which  would  prevent  a  forfeiture.  I  refer  particularly  to  the  clause 
in  which  the  testatrix  provides  that  her  real  and  personal  estate  shall 
be  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  legacies  and  bequests,  and  thereby 
gives  the  devisee  capacity  to  charge  the  estate  and  to  alienate  so  much 
of  it  as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  legacies. 

The  question  then  is,  is  this  a  condition  ?  In  my  opinion,  it  is  not. 
Our  duty  in  construing  a  will  is  to  give  effect  so  far  as  we  can  to  the 
intention  of  the  testator,  to  be  collected  from  the  will ;  and,  though 
some  legal  terms  have  received  so  clear  a  legal  acceptation  that  the 
law  will  not  permit  them  to  be  construed  in  any  other  sense,  no  au- 
thority has  been  cited  to  show  that  the  term  ''condition"  is  one  of 
those  terms.  And,  unless  compelled  by  decision  and  authority,  I 
should  be  slow  to  add  to  the  list  of  those  terms,  especially  if  the  effect 
♦2501  ^^  °^*  *allowing  a  term  to  be  used  in  any  other  than  its  legal 
^  sense  would  be  to  defeat  the  clear  intention  of  a  testator. 
Unless  this  signification  of  a  term  has  been  finally  and  irrevocably 
settled  by  legal  decision,  I  think  that  the  true  principle  upon  which 
wills  should  be  construed  is  that  of  giving  e^ect,  so  far  as  we  can 
gather  it  from  the  will  itself,  to  the  intention  of  the  testator ;  especially 
where  terms  are  flexible  in  their  nature,  and  are  capable  of  receiving 
a  signification  according  to  the  sense  in  which  the  devisor  used  thetn. 
The  intention  of  the  testatrix  in  this  case  is  I  think  clear;  it  never 
was  her  intention  to  create  a  condition  the  non-performance  of  which 
should  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  estate.  It  is  true  that,  at  first,  she 
says  that  the  devise  is  *'  upon  this  express  condition ;"  and,  if  these 
words  had  stood  alone,  we  might  possibly  have  been  bound  to  hold 
that  the  condition  was  absolute,  and  that  on  its  performance  the  inde- 
feasibility  of  the  estate  depended.  But  this  could  not  have  been  the 
intention  of  the  testatrix,  because  the  words  which  immediately  fol- 
low are  not  the  language  which  would  be  used  by  a  person  who  was 
conscious  that  she  had  imposed  an  absolute  and  peremptory  condition, 
— the  con-sequenee  of  non-compliance  with  which  would  be  to  take 
away  the  estate  from  the  person  who  was  the  object  of  her  bounty. 
She  addresses  herself  to  his  sense  of  right;  and  her  expectation  and 
belief  were  that,  as  a  man  of  integrity  and  conscience  and  honour,  as 
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she  had  given  him  the  real  estate  he  would  carry  out,  not  her  testa- 
mentary commands,  but  her  wishes  and  desires. 

I  come  next  to  the  clause  in  which  the  testatrix  charges  all  her 
real  and  personal  estate  with  the  payment  of  the  legacies.  I  construe 
that  to  mean  that  she  charges  it  in  the  hands  of  the  devisee,  to  whom 
she  had  before  given  it ;  as  she  makes  no  *reference  to  the  for-  r^o^i 
feiture,  or  to  this  being  a  charge  on  the  estate  in  the  hands  of  ^ 
the  heir-at-law.  The  efiect  is  to  give  to  the  defendant  a  power  to 
alienate  or  mortgage  the  estate  for  the  purpose  of  providing  funds  to 
satisfy  the  legacies.  Otherwise,  suppose  he  had  alienated  a  portion 
of  the  estate,  or  mortgaged  the  whole  of  it,  and  had  failed  to  pay  the 
legacies,  and  the  heir-at-law  had  come  in,  and  sought  by  ejectment 
to  recover  the  estate  against  the  alienee  or  mortgagee ;  if  the  payment 
of  the  legacies  was  a  strict  condition,  what  defence  would  there  be  to 
the  action?  Mr.  Terrell  says  that  whenever  a  person,  having  power 
to  do  so,  charges  an  estate,  the  heir-at-law  would  be  restrained  in 
equity  from  displacing  the  person  in  whose  favour  the  alienation  or 
charge  had  been  made.  But  where  is  the  answer  at  law  in  the  case 
of  a  person  so  dealing  with  an  estate  defeasible  upon  a  given  contin- 
gency, if  that  contingency  happens?  I  have  always  understood  the 
rale  of  law  to  be,  as  given  in  a  book  of  the  highest  authority,  that  a 
man  cannot  convey  an  estate  or  give  rights  other  than  those  which 
he  himself  has.  With  the  assistance  of  equity,  the  title  might  possi- 
bly be  confirmed.  But  that  is  not  a  marketable  title ;  and  yet,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  this  will,  it  would  be  part  of  the  duty  of  the  devisee 
to  alienate  or  charge  the  estate  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  legacies. 
I  think  that  is  very  strong  to  show  that  the  testatrix  never  contem* 
plated  the  possibility  of  the  legal  estate  being  taken  out  of  the  devisee, 
even  if  the  condition  should  not  be  performed. 

Looking  at  the  whole  of  the  will,  the  construction  which  I  give  to 
it  is  this:  that  the  testatrix,  having  made  these  legacies  and  bequests, 
and  being  doubtful  whether  her  personal  estate  would  be  sufficient  to 
satisfy  them,  says  to  the  person  to  whom  she  gives  her  estate,  real 
*and  personal,  "I  expect,  as  a  matter  of  conscience  and  r^ofio 
equity,  and  as  part  of  the  terms  upon  which  I  devise  to  you  ^ 
this  estate,  that  you  will  within  a  given  time  satisfy  the  legacies  and 
bequests  one  way  or  other ;  and  if  you  fail  to  do  so,  although  I  do 
not  propose  to  take  the  estate  out  oi  you,  and  to  make  your  default  a 
cause  of  forfeiture,  yet  I  impose  upon  you  the  obligation  in  conscience 
and  equity  because  I  charge  the  estate  with  them,  and  give  you  the 
estate  subject  to  that  charge.''  The  result  is,  that  there  is  an  absolute 
devise  to  the  defendant,  subject  only  to  the  trust  to  pay  these  legacies ; 
and  then,  if  the  trust  is  good  as  to  some  and  bad  as  to  others,  he  will 
have  to  perform  those  which  are  capable  of  .being  properly  carried 
out;  and  as  to  the  residue  he  will  be,  in  law  and  equity,  discharged. 

We  have  the  authority  of  Lord  St.  Leonards,  the  highest,  perhaps, 
of  the  present  day  with  regard  to  the  law  of  real  property,  for  saying 
that  the  tendency  in  modern  times  has  been,  to  depart  from  the  strict 
interpretation  adopted  in  earlier  periods  of  our  law  when  these  mat- 
ters were  considered  onlv  with  reference  to  common  law ;  and  that, 
where  the  language  of  the  will  and  the  intention  of  the  testator  admit 
of  it,  these  devises  ^*  upon  condition''  are  to  be  considered  as  imposing 
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a  trust,  and  not  as  conditions  which  shall  take  the  estate  out  of  the 
devisee  if  he  does  not  comply  with  them.  1  Sugden  on  Powers,  7th 
ed.,  122.  Now  all  the  objects  this  testatrix  had  in  view,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  that  which  the  law  does  not  allow,  will  be  fully  carried  out, 
with  the  intervention  if  necessarj'  of  a  Court  of  equity,  by  treating 
this  as  a  trust,  instead  of  a  common  law  condition.  To  construe  it  to 
be  a  condition  operating  as  a  forfeiture  in  the* case  of  non-compliaoce 
*2'^1  ^^^^^  *aisplace  the  devisee,  by  whom  the  testatrix  evidently 
-'  intended  that  her  testamentary  i^itentions  should  be  carried 
out,  and  let  in  the  heir-at-law  >^horn  she  never  contemplated.  Giving 
effect  to  that  more  liberal  and  >enliarged  doctrine  laid  down  by  Lord 
St.  Leonards,  in  his  great  work  on  Powers,  no  forfeiture  has  been 
worked  in  this  case,  and  upon  this  point  our  judgment  must  be  in 
favour  of  the  defendant. 

The  other  grounds  of  the  rule  were  disposed  of  by  the  observa- 
tions made  by  the  Bench  in  the  course  of  the  argument. 

Crompton,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  real  question  in 
this  case  is  on  the  meaning  of  the  word  ''  condition."  I  believe  it  has 
never  been  considered  as  a  word  of  technical  inflexible  signification, 
.  like  the  terms  "  heirs  of  the  body,"  "  heirs  male,"  and  **  heirs."  It 
was  properly  treated  by  Mr.  Terrell  as  a  flexible  word,  which  may 
have  different  meanings ;  and  it  is  constantly  used  in  legal  matters  in 
a  less  strict  sense,  as,  when  we  speak  of  conditions  of  sale  and  condi- 
tions in  agreements,  we  mean  terms  of  sale  and  terms  in  agreements. 
Then  are  we  bound  to  treat  the  word  "condition"  in  this  will  in  the 
strict  technical  sense  in  which  it  was  used  in  Lord  Cokeys  time,  as 
working  a  forfeiture  if  it  was  not  performed,  defeating  one  estate  and 
raising  another.  I  think  that  the  rule  is  well  laid  down  by  Lord  St 
Leonards,  with  regard  to  estates  upon  condition,  '*  that  what  by  the 
old  law  was  deemed  a  devise  upon  condition  would  now,  perhaps,  in 
almost  every  case,  be  construed  a  devise  in  fee  upon  trust."  And  be 
adds,  ''By  this  construction,  instead  of  the  heir  taking  advantage  of 
*2541  ^^^  condition  broken,  the  cestui  que  trust  ''^can  compel  an  ob- 
J  servance  of  the  trust,  by  a  suit  in  equity :"  1  Sugd.  Pow.  122, 
7th  ed.  And  the  passage  is  cited  in  2  Jarman  on  Wills  7,  note  (c), 
^  2d  ed.,  apparently  without  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  its  being  good  law. 
When  there  is  a  limitation  over,  the  estate  must  be  destroyed;  but  in 
this  will  there  is  no  limitation  over,  and  the  question  is,  whether,  by 
the  use  of  the  word  *^  condition,"  the  estate  given  to  the  devisee  is  to 
be  destroyed,  so  that  the  heir-at-law  is  let  in.  I  think  this  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  testatrix. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  has  mentioned  many  reasons  leading  to  this 
conclusion,  in  which  I  agree.  The  testatrix  devises  all  her  estates  to 
the  defendant,  both  freehold  and  copyhold,  and  all  her  personal  estate 
and  effects,  upon  an  express  condition.  I  do  not  see  how  this  condi- 
tion could  apply  to  the  personalty,  because  only  the  residue  of  the 
personal  estate,  after  paying  the  debts  and  legacies,  would  go  to  the 
defendant.  It  is  difficult  to  say  that  there  should  be  a  forfeiture  of 
the  residue  after  these  were  paid,  and  very  difficult  to  give  the  words, 
"  upon  this  express  condition,"  different  meanings  in  this  will  when 
applied  to  the  real  and  to  the  personal  estate  respectively.  And  when 
we  find  that  the  testatrix  expresses  her  confidence  that  the  devisee,  as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  &  SMITH.    Q.  B.  254 

a  man  of  honour  and  conscience,  would  pay  the  legacies,  her  intention, 
as  gathered  from  the  will,  is  strong  to  show  that  the  defendant  was  to 
take  the  estate  absolutely,  and  was  not  to  forfeit  it.  The  next  reason 
is  derived  from  the  charge  on  the  real  and  personal  estates.  At  one 
time  I  was  inclined  to  think  that  this  part  of  the  will  might  be  con- 
strued to  mean,  "  Even  if  this  condition  is  broken,  I  charge  the  estate 
in  the  hands  of  my  heir,  or  to  whomsoever  it  shall  come."  But,  on 
consideration,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  *that  it  is  an  immediate  r»o55 
charge, — that  is,  a  charge  on  the  J^t-e  in  the  hands  of  the  >- 
devisee.  It  is  clear  that  the  testal^^Bharges  all  her  real  estate  with 
the  payment  of  the  legacies  and  bl||Bts  during  the  year  after  her 
decease.  Then,  construing  this  as  a  condition  in  the  strict  sense  of 
the  word,  how  could  the  charge  or  trust  be  performed  ?  If  the  devi- 
see converted  the  real  estate  into  money,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  legacies,  how  could  he  give  a  good  title  to  the  purchaser  ?  If  he 
has  only  a  defeasible  estate  he  cannot  convey  more  than  that  defeasi- 
ble estate;  and  the  heir-at-law  might  enter  and  turn  out  the  pur- 
chaser. 

From  these  considerations,  and  looking  to  the  whole  will,  I  feel 
satisfied  that  the  testatrix  could  never  have  intended  that  the  estate 
should  be  forfeited  at  the  end  of  the  year,  so  that  the  whole  should 
pass  to  the  heir-atlaw,  and  all  the  duties  attached  to  it  under  the  will 
should  devolve  upon  him. 

Mr.  Terrell  argued  that,  if  this  was  not  a  condition,  it  did  not  follow 
that  it  must  necessarily  be  a  trust.  I  hold  it  to  be  a  trust,  though  I 
do  not  know  that  it  matters  whether  it  is  called  a  trust  or  a  charge. 
Bat  that  raises  the  question  whether,  if  one  part  of  the  charge  or 
trust  is  bad,  thfl^ther  is  necessarily  bad.  Mr.  Terrell  failed  to  show 
any  authority|PR^the  proposition  that,  because  one  trust  or  charge 
among  several  in  a  will  is  bad,  the  rest  of  the  will  is  to  be  destroyed. 
In  Doe  d.  Burdett  v.  Wrighte,  2  B.  &  A.  710,  the  devise  was  wholly 
for  an  illegal  purpose ;  and  in  such  a  case  the  legal  estate  does  not 
pass;  but,  when  there  is  a  devise  both  for  legal  and  illegal  purposes, 
the  devisee  takes  the  estate  quoad  the  legal  purposes,  subject  to  the 
trust.  If  the  bequests  to  the  servants  Jane  Burton  and  Sarah  Burton, 
and  that  class  of  *bequests,  are  good,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  r^o^g 
would  be  monstrous  to  depart  from  the  principle  on  which  ^ 
Young  V.  Grove,  4  C.  B.  668  (E.  C.  L.  K.  vol.  56),  and  Doe  d.  Chidgey 
V.  Harris,  16  M.  &  W.  517,  were  decided. 

As  to  the  ground  of  the  rule  that  there  was  an  illegal  contract 
between  the  testatrix  and  the  defendant  to  defeat  the  Statute  of  Mort- 
main; if  there  had  been  any  fraud  the  will  could  not  have  been  sup- 
ported by  the  jury,  and  I  can  see  no  evidence  of  any  contract  that 
makes  this  will  illegal.  If  there  was  any  such  evidence,  it  would 
only  show  that  although  some  parts  of  the  will  are  illegal,  some  parts 
are  good ;  and  to  support  these  latter  the  devise  to  the  defendant  must 
be  upheld. 

Blackburn,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  agree  with  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  and  my  brother  Crompton,  that  the  only  real  question 
i^  whether  there  is  a  condition  which,  upon  the  legacies  not  being 
paid  within  a  year  from  the  death  of  the  testatrix,  entitles  the  heir-at- 
law  to  enter  and  take  possession  of  the  estate ;   that  is  entirely  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


n 


256  WRIGHT  ».  WILKIN.     [M.  V.  I860.] 

question  of  construotion  of  the  will.  Persons  may,  in  their  wills, 
create  any  condition,  provided  it  be  not  contrary  to  the  policy  of  the 
law,  if  they  use  proper  words  to  show  that  such  is  their  intention. 
The  question  in  every  case  is,  what  is  the  intention  of  the  testator  ? 
No  doubt  in  the  time  of  Lord  Coke  the  word  *'  condition"  was  more 
strictly  construed ;  it  is  laid  down  in  Go.  Litt.  286  a,  b,  '^  And  here  is 
to  be  observed,  that  many  words  in  a  will  do  make  a  condition  in  law, 
that  make  no  condition  in  a  deed :  as  here  to  devise  lands  to  an  exe- 
cutor ad  vendeudum,  so  if  land^|e  devised  to  one  ad  solvendum  20/. 
*2571  ^^  ^'  ^'  ^^  P^y^^S  ^^^*  ^^K^'  *this  amounts  to  a  conditionJ 
-'  And  then  he  refers  toVHRcmer's  Case,  Go.  Litt.  236  b,(a) 
which  was  that  of  a  man  seised  of  certain  lands,  having  issue  two 
daughters,  and  devising  all  his  lands  to  one  of  them  ana  her  heirs, 
she  to  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  the  other,  and  it  was  held  that 
the  words  "  to  pay"  did  amount  in  a  will  to  a  condition ;  and,  as  Lord 
Coke  states,  the  reason  was,  that  otherwise  the  legatee  would  be  re- 
mediless. It  was  therefore  necessary,  in  his  opinion,  to  construe  the 
words  as  amounting  to  a  condition  in  law,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  intention  of  the  testator.  But  since  Lord  Goke's  time  that 
reason  has  ceased  to  exist.  From  the  greatly  extended  jurtsdietion 
of  the  Courts  of  equity,  and  the  mode  in  which  estates  are  adminis- 
tered in  equity, — so  far  from  its  being  for  the  advancement  of  the  in- 
terests and  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  legatee,  the  person 
whose  benefit  is  intended,  that  such  words  should  be  construed  as  a 
strict  condition  at  law,  which  is  to  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  heir- 
at-law. — it  would  be  to  his  advantage  to  construe  them  as  meaning 
that  the  devisee  should  take  the  estate  upon  the  term^that  it  shall  be 
subject  to  the  obligation  that  he  will  fulfil  the  co^^on;  in  other 
words,  that  he  shall  take  the  estate  as  trustee  for  thfl^rpose.  And 
accordingly,  it  being  the  policy  of  the  law  to  carry  out  the  general 
intention  of  the  testator^  such  words  are  held  not  to  make  a  condition, 
but  to  create  a  trust,  as  is  laid  down  by  Lord  St.  Leonards  in  his  able 
work  on  Powers. 

Then,  looking  at  the  whole  of  this  will,  I  see  nothing  to  show  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  testatrix  to  prescribe  the  inconvenient 
instead  of  the  convenient  mode  of  carrying  out  her  object.  The 
word  **  condition"  is  often  u.sed  to  signifv  "  terms ;"  and  there  is  much 
*2581  ^^  ^show  that  the  testatrix  used  the  word  in  this  sense.  In  the 
-'  first  place,  all  the  residue  of  her  personal  estate  and  effects— 
that  is,  after  having  paid  the  legacies — ^is  bequeatlied  to  the  defendant 
"  upon  this  express  condition."  As  far  as  regards  the  personal  estate, 
to  use  the  word  "  condition"  in  the  sense  of  a  condition  at  law — which 
would  prevent  the  defendant  taking  that  property  unless  the  legacies 
were  paid — would  be  absolutely  insensible,  for  the  legacies  must  be  paid 
by  the  executor  before  the  residue  of  the  personal  estate  could  be  handed 
over  to  the  defendant.  Then  why  should  we  read  the  words  "  upon 
this  express  condition"  as  meaning  *'  upon  these  express  terms,"  with 
regard  to  the  personal  estate,  and  as  having  a  different  meaning  when 
applied  to  the  real  estate?  There  is  another  reason,  pointed  out  by 
Mr.  Hall  in  his  able  argument.  If  the  defendant  took  the  estate 
charged  with  the  bequests,  he  was  bound,  whether  it  is  a  condition  or 

(a)  S.  C.  Creckmere  v*  PatteraoD,  1  Leon.  174. 
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whether  it  is  a  trastj  to  pay  the  legacies  within  twelve  months  from 
the  death  of  the  testatrix,  and  he  coald  not  know  till  the  end  of  that 
time  whether  the  personal  estate  was  insufficient  or  not;  and  it  would 
be  very  bard  if  it  were  to  be  treated  as  a  strict  condition  at  law,  on 
the  non-faliilment  of  which  he  was  to  be  turned  out,  when  he  could 
Dot  know,  till  the  very  moment- when  the  condition  was  necessarily 
broken,  whether  there  was  a  necessity  to  fulfil  that  condition.  More- 
over, as  has  been  already  said  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  and  my 
brother  Crompton,  it  being  necessa^^or  the  purpose  of  discharging 
these  legacies  within  the  twelve  i^^^V*  to  raise  the  money,  it  clearly 
was  intended  that  the  defendant,^^Pig  that  time,  should  have  the 
power  to  raise  the  money  by  mortgage  or  sale  of  the  land;  and,  if 
dris  was  to  be  treated  as  a  condition  at  law,  the  ^defendant  P059 
having  only  a  defeasible  estate,  the  purchaser  could  not  have  ^ 
a  good  title  without  going  to  a  court  of  equity,  which  the  testatrix 
sever  coald  have  intended.  Mr.  Hall  drew  the  true  conclusion — that 
this  is  to  be  treated  as  Lord  St.  Leonards  points  out  in  his  work,  to 
which  reference  has  so  often  been  made,  not  as  a  devise  upon  a  con- 
dition in  law,  but  as  a  devise  upon  trust. 

As  to  another  point  raised  on  this  part  of  the  rule,  it  is  too  clear 
for  argument,  especially  after  the  case  of  Grove  v.  Young,  4  C.  B.  668 
(E.  C.  L.  R.  Tol.  66),  which  I  think  is  right,  and  if  not  right,  being 
expressly  in  pointy  we  could  not  overrule. 

As  to  the  other  grounds  of  the  rule,  I  agree  with  my  Lord  and  my 
brother  Crompton.  Rule  discharged.(a) 

(•)  The  report  of  the  argaments  and  judgments  in  this  oafe  have  been  oompiled  partly  from 
th«  note  book  of  th^te  T.  F.  EUis,  Esq. 
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IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER. 

WRIGHT  V.  WILKIN.    Feb.  8. 

For  head-note,  see  antd,  p.  232. 

Thb  plaintiff  having  appealed  from  the  above  decision,  the  case 
was  argued  in  this  Vacation. 

Feb.  1.  ifellishj  for  the  plaintiflf. — The  reason  why  the  limitation 
of  an  estate  or  condition  in  a  will  which,  in  Lord  GoWs  time,  would 
have  been  construed  literally  as  a  *condition,  Crickmer's  Case,  r^ofio 
Co.  Litt.  286  b.,(a)  is,  in  modern  times,  construed  as  a  trust,  is  ^ 
that  the  Courts  of  law  now  recognise  the  fact  that  the  Court  of  Chan- 
eery  will  enforce  the  trust  for  the  party  interested.  But  that  reason 
does  not  apply  to  this  case.  The  Court  of  Chancery  would  not  en- 
force payment  of  the  legacies  to  charitable  purposes  contrary  to  the 
Mortmain  Act;  and  therefore  this  limitation  may  be  construed  as  a 
condition  at  common  law.  The  legatees  will  not  be  prejudiced  by  this 
constmction,  because  there  is  a  separate  charge  of  the  real  estate  with 
payment  of  the  legacies,  so  that  though  the  heir-at-law  enters  for 
breach  of  the  condition,  he  will  take  the  estate,  subject  to  the  legacies, 

(a)  S.  C.  Creckmere  «.  Paftenon,  1  Leon.  174. 
B.  a  8.,  VOL.  II.— 11 
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as  much  as  the  devisee  took  it  subject  to  them.  The  desire  of  the 
testatrix  to  secure  the  payment  of  her  legacies  to  charities  is  the  key 
to  the  will,  and  that  object  will  be  promoted  by  holding  this  to  be  a 
devise  on  condition.  Knowing  that  she  could  not  eflFectually  charge 
her  real  estate  with  those  legacies,  she  devises  it  to  the  defendant,  an 
attorney,  who,  by  her  instructions,  drew  her  will.  And  she  tries  to 
cftect  her  object  in  several  distinct  ways: — first,  she  makes  a  direct 
bequest  of  the  legacies;  secondly,  she  charges  them  on  her  estate  real 
and  personal ;  thirdly,  she  uses^^yers  and  entreaties  to  her  devisee 
to  pay  them;  fourthly,  she  mai^^^  payment  of  them  within  twelve 
months  a  common  law  couditiof^Hpng  to  the  devisee,  "  If  you  will 
pay  all  my  legacies  within  twel^^nonths  from  my  decease  you  shall 
have  all  my  estate."  And  in  order  to  secure  payment  of  them  within 
that  time  she  imposes  the  penalty  of  the  devisee  losing  the  estates 
if  he  make  default.  Further,  the  testatrix  intended  her  executors, 
*26n   *^^^  ^^^  ^^®  devisee,  to  execute  the  trusts  of  her  will,  so  far  as 

■'   they  legally  could  be  carried  out.    At  the  beginning  of  her 
will  she  mentions  her  executors,  and  they  are  to  make  a  good  title. 
There  is  no  power  to  sell  the  land  except  that  which  makes  the  exe- 
cutors trustees  to  sell  it ;  there  is  no  trust  distinct  from  the  duty  of 
the  executors  except  the  trust  to  pay  the  legacies  out  of  the  real 
estate ;  and  the  will  contains  the  ordinary  clauses  for  their  protection 
as  trustees.     Doe  d.  Jones  v.  Hughes,  6  Exch.  223,  decided  that  a 
simple  charge  of  an  estate  with  payment  of  debts  and  legacies  did  not 
give  a  legal  power  to  sell,  but  only  a  power  to  go  into  Chancery  to 
compel  performance;  though,  in  Robinson  v.  Lowater,  17  Beav.  592,(a) 
it  was  held  in  equity  that,  the  executor  being  the  person  who  would 
have  to  apply  the  fund,  he  took  by  implication  a  p||^  to  sell  the 
estate.    Again,  if  this  devise  be  construed  as  a  devisdHp^rust  for  the 
payment  of  legacies  to  charities,  it  would  be  void ;  but  treated  as  a 
common  law  condition,  it  is  not  contrary  to  the  Mortmain  Act.     The 
test  is  whether  the  devise  gives  to  the  trustees  of  a  charity,  in  any 
event,  the  power  of  proceeding  against  the  land.     If  it  does  it  is  void, 
as  contrary  to  the  Mortmain  Act;  Jeffries  v.  Alexander,  8  H.  L.  Ca 
594,  in  which  the  House  of  Lords  overruled  the  Lords  Justices  and 
the  majority  of  the  Judges;  but  if  it  is  treated  as  a  common  law  con- 
dition, it  merely  amounts  to  saying  to  the  defendant,  "If  you  will 
choose  out  of  your  own  property  to  pay  all  my  legacies  you  shall 
have  my  land."     In  2  Jarman  on  Wills  1,  the  doctrine  of  a  condition 
at  common  law  is  stated  as  in  existence :  "  No  precise  form  of  words 
is  necessary,  in  order  to  create  conditions  in  wills ;  any  expressions 
*oao-]  disclosing  the  intention  will  have  *that  effect.''    In  the  2d  and 

■'  3d  editions  of  that  work  the  editors,  Wolstenholme  and  Vin- 
cent, have  inserted,  between  brackets,  in  note  (c)  to  p.  7,  the  passage 
from  1  Sugden  on  Powers  122,  7th  ed,,  106,  pi.  15,  8th  ed.,  and 
therefore  it  has  not  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jarman.  In  Egerton  v.  Earl 
Brownlow,  4  H.  L.  Ca.  1,  207-8,  Lord  St.  Leonards  recognises  that 
there  msLj  still  be  a  common  law  condition.  Doe  d.  Oill  v.  Pearson, 
6  East  173,  is  an  instance  of  a  common  law  condition  in  force;  where 
Lord  Ellenborough,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  said,  p. 
181,  ^^  Tbese  cases  show  that  the  devise  in  question  may  operate  as  a 

(a)  S.  C.  on  app«al>  5  De  Q   M.  A  6.  272. 
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devise  on  condition;  for  the  breach  of  which,  in  levying  a  fine  to  the 
uses  within  stated,  the  heirs-at-law  of  the  devisor  will  be  entitled  to 
enter." 

Feb.  3.  CMalhy^  for  the  defendant. — If  this  is  a  condition,  a  Court 
of  equity  would  relieve  the  devisee  from  forfeiture  upon  payment  of 
the  valid  legacies ;  for  a  Court  of  equity  will  always  relieve  against 
condition  broken  unless  its  interference  would  affect  the  rights  or 
interests  of  third  parties  or  the  party  in  remainder.  The  distinction 
is  that,  where  there  is  a  gift  over,  the  Court  will  not  interfere,  but 
where  there  is  a  condition  which  would  enable  the  heir  to  enter,  the 
Court  will  relieve  against  the  breach  of  the  condition :  Salmon  v.  Vaux, 
Tothlll  105;  Wallis  v.  Grimes,  1  Cas.  in  Chanc.  89;  Underwood  v. 
Swain,  1  Rep.  in  Chanc.  161,  1st  ed.,  85,  3ded. ;  Barnardiston  v.  Fane, 
2  Vern.  366 ;  Grihiston  v.  Lord  Bruce,  1  Salk.  156.  Since  the  case  of 
Grimston  v.  Lord  Bruce,  1  Salk.  156,  in  Q.  Anne's  time,  there  is  no 
case  in  the  books  of  a  recovery  in  ejectment,  *nor  of  a  bill  for  r^ne^o 
relief  in  equity,  for  a  condition  of  this  kind  broken,  which  L 
shows  that  Lord  St.  Leonards  was  not  without  authority  for  his  state- 
ment, that  what  used  to  be  construed  a  devise  upon  condition  would 
now  be  construed  a  devise  in  fee  upon  trust.  [Pollock,  C.  B. — As 
the  law  does  not  favour  conditions  and  other  forfeitures,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  the  doctrine  on  this  matter  should  have  settled  down  into 
that  stated  by  Lord  St.  Leonards.]  The  Court  of  Chancery  would 
enforce  performance  of  the  condition  as  a  personal  obligation  on  the 
devisee.  The  condition  is  looked  upon  as  a  stipulation  which  binds 
the  party  who  takes  the  estate,  so  that,  if  the  estate  is  insufficient  to 
pay  the  legacies,  the  devisee  is  liable :  Earl  of  Northumberland  v. 
Earl  of  Aylsford,  Amb.  540 ;  Messenger  v.  Andrews,  4  Buss.  478. 
Doe  d.  Gill  v,  Pearson,  6  East  173,  was  a  case  in  which  there  was  no 
remedy  in  equity,  and  the  condition  was  such  that  the  enforcing  it 
would  give  the  estate  to  the  parties  who  would  recover  in  law  ar 
equity,  unless  the  fibe  levied  in  breach  of  the  condition  frustrated  the 
intention  of  the  testator.  If  this  is  construed  as  a  condition,  the 
object  of  the  testatrix  to  benefit  the  charities  might  be  defeated  by  a 
connivance  between  the  devisee  and  the  heir,  who  alone  could  take 
advantage  of  a  breach  of  the  condition.  The  testatrix  could  not  have 
intended  that  if  the  devisee  were  prevented  from  paying  the  legacies 
within  twelve  months  by  a  suit  brought  by  the  heir  disputing  the 
will,  all  the  property  should  go  to  him,  who  would  not  be  bound  in 
honour  to  regard  her  wishes.  She  intended  the  legacies  to  be  paid 
out  of  his  personal  property  by  the  person  to  whom  she  devised  the 
real  estate,  placing  reliance  on  his  personal  honour.  As  to  the  chari- 
table bequests  which  the  Court  of  Chancery  *would  not  enforce,  r^^oAA 
there  is  no  other  means  of  carrying  them  out.  L 

Looking  at  the  codicils,  it  is  clear  that  the  testatrix  did  not  intend 
to  die  intestate  as  to  any  part  of  her  property  real  or  personal.  In 
the  second  codicil  there  is  a  devise  of  after-purchased  land  without 
condition ;  and  as  the  testatrix  gives  that  to  her  devisee  absolutely, 
appending  it  to  the  property  in  her  will,  she  cannot  have  intended 
that  the  devise  in  her  will  should  be  upon  a  strict  condition  at  law, 
and  80  the  property  in  her  will  go  to  the  heir  for  condition  broken. 
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Mellish,  in  reply. — The  cases  which  decide  that  relief  against  for- 
feiture would  be  given  in  equity-  are  decisions  that  at  law  the  heir 
can  recover  for  condition  broken.  Poor  v.  Mial,  Madd.  &  Geld.  82, 
was  a  bequest  of  leasehold  estate  for  which  the  heir  could  not  enter. 
There  is  no  case  which  supports  the  alleged  change  in  the  law,  where, 
as  in  this  will,  there  are  express  words  importing  a  condition. 

Eblb,  C.  J. — This  is  a  case  of  considerable  diflSculty.  There  is  a 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  some  members  of  the  Court;  in  the  minds  of 
others  there  is  no  doubt.  Upon  the. whole,  however,  we  are  all  of 
opinion  that  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  ought  to  be 
affirmed. 

Speaking  for  myself,  and  I  believe  for  some  of  my  brethren,  I  may- 
say  that,  if  we  discovered  from  the  will  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  testatrix  that  there  should  be  a  forfeiture  of  the  estate  by  the 
devisee  in  the  event  of  the  legacies  not  being  paid,  it  would  be  our 
duty  to  give  effect  to  that  intention ;  but  we  fail  to  discover  with 
judicial  certainty  that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  testatrix. 
^jngK-i  *PoLLOCK,  C.  B. — I  entirely  agree  with  the  Lord  Chief 
-■  Justice.  I  do  not  think  that  the  will  sufficiently  shows  us 
that  the  condition  was  intended  to  operate  so  as  to  produce  a  forfeit- 
ure ;  and,  therefore,  we  should  follow  the  current  of  recent  decisions. 

Williams,  J. — I  cannot  see  on  the  face  of  the  will  sufficient  to  bring 
my  mind  to  the  conclusion  that  the  testatrix  intended  that  the  non- 
payment of  the  legacies  should  operate  as  a  forfeiture.  As  to  the 
fassage  in  1  Sugden  on  Powers,  p.  122,  7th  ed.,  106,  pi.  16,  8th  ed., 
think  all  that  Lord  St.  Leonards  meant  to  say  was,  thajt  the  remedy 
given  in  a  Court  of  equity  for  carrying  out  the  intention  of  a  testator 
was  one  which  in  old  limes  the  Courts  of  law  could  not  regard.  Those 
Courts  thought  themselves  restrained  from  looking  upon  the  proceed- 
ings in  a  Court  of  equity  as  a  remedjr,  and  therefore  held  particular 
words  in  a  will  to  constitute  a  condition,  on  the  ground  that,  if  they 
did  not,  there  would  be  no  remedy.  That  reason  has  long  since 
ceased,  and,  therefore,  a  different  view  is  taken  as  to  whether  particular 
words  constitute  a  condition.  But  I  do  not  think  that  all  words  which 
would  formerly  have  been  looked  on  as  creating  conditions  are  now 
to  be  treated  as  trusts,  but  that  this  can  be  done  only  where  the 
Court  of  Chancery  can  more  conveniently  give  effect  to  the  wish  ex- 
pressed than  a  Court  of  law.  Looking  at  the  language  of  this  will 
altogether,  I  think  we  are  more  likely  to  effectuate  the  intention  of 
the  testatrix  by  construing  it  as  a  trust  than  as  a  condition. 

Channell,  B. — I  am  entirely  of  the  same  opinion. 

Keating,  J.,  concurred.  Judgment  affirmed. 
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•The  GREAT  INDIAN  PENINSULA  RAILWAY  COM-   ,»««« 
PANY  r.  SAUNDERS.    /"eJ.  8.  '■'ZOO 

Marinemsuranee, — Particulaar  average. — Partial  loss, — Expense  of  forwarding  goods, 

1.  Wbero  goodi  are  insared  bj  a  poliej  of  marine  insuranee  in  the  ordinary  form,  the  expres- 
liM  "  warranted  firee  from  partionlar  average"  ia  not  confined  to  losses  arising  from  injnrjr  to, 
«r  deterioratioa  of,  the  goods  themselves ;  but  is  equivalent  to  a  stipnlation  against  total  loss 
sad  general  average  only ;  and,  consequently,  includes  expenses  incurred  in  relation  to  the 
goods. 

2.  A  quantity  of  iron  rails  was  shipped  to  be  carried  to  a  certain  place,  for  a  sum  to  be  paid 
there,  ship  lost  or  not  lost.  The  shippers  insured  them  by  a  policy  in  the  ordinary  form  "war- 
noted  free  from  particular  average,  unless  the  ship  be  stranded,  sunk  or  burnt ;"  with  the 
asoal  daose  authorbing  the  assured  to  **  sue,  labour  and  travel  for,  in,  and  about,  the  defence, 
Bsfegoard  and  recovery  of  the  goods."  The  ship  was  neither  stranded,  sunk  nor  burnt ;  but 
there  was  a  constructive  total  loss  of  her  by  perils  of  the  sea.  The  rails  were  saved,  and  sent 
•a  ia  other  vessels  to  their  destination,  for  which  the  assured  was  compelled  to  pay  freight  to 
SB  smonnt  not  exceeding  the  value  of  the  rails.  Held,  that  this  freight  was  not  recoverable 
uder  the  policy. 

Ebbor  having  been  brought  on  the  judgment  of  the  Queen's  Bench 
for  the  defendant  (see  vol.  1,  p.  41),  the  case  was  argued,  on  the  8d 
and  8th  February ;  before  Erie,  C.  J.,  Pollock,  C.  B.,  Keating,  J.,  and 
Channell  and  Wilde,  BB.;  and  judgment  delivered  on  the  latter  day. 

Edward  James  {R.  E,  Turner  with  him),  for  the  plaintiffs. — The 
plaintiflfe  are  entitled  to  recover  from  the  defendant  the  money  ex- 
pended by  them,  after  the  loss  of  the  ship,  in  forwarding  the  insured 
goods  to  their  destination.  The  Court  below  decided  in  favour  of  the 
defendant,  on  the  grounds,  first,  that,  as  there  had  been  no  total  loss 
of  the  goods,  the  case  was  one,  not  of  general  average,  but  of  particular 
average,  and,  as  such,  excepted  by  express  provision  in  the  policy ; 
and,  secondly,  that,  for  the  same  reason — namely,  there  having  been 
no  total  loss  of  the  goods — the  case  did  not  come  within  the  clause 
authorizing  the  assured  to  "  sue,  labour  *and  travel  for,  in,  and  r#og7 
aboat,  the  defence,  safeguard  and  recovery"  of  the  goods,  to  *■ 
the  charges  of  which  the  assurers  undertook  to  contribute. 

It  is  true  that  here  was  no  actual  loss  of  the  goods,  nor  constructive 
loss  either,  seeing  that  the  additional  expense  incurred  in  forwarding 
them  did  not  equal  their  value:  Eosetto  v,  Gurney,  11  C.  B.  176  (E. 
C.  L.  B.  vol.  73).  But  it  is  a  rule  that,  in  construing  a  contract,  the 
rokoU  must  be  looked  at,  and  a  reasonable  construction  put  upon  it. 
In  Blackett  tr.  The  Boyal  Exchange  Insurance  Company,  2  C .  &  J. 
244,  251,  also.  Lord  Lyndhurst,  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court, 
says,  "  The  rule  of  construction  as  to  exceptions  is,  that  they  are  to 
be  taken  most  strongly  against  the  party  for  whose  benefit  they  are 
introduced.  The  words  in  which  they  are  expressed  are  considered 
as  his  words,  and  if  he  do  not  use  words  clearly  to  express  his  mean- 
ing, he  is  the  person  who  ought  to  be  the  sufferer."  Consequently 
clauses  like  the  present,  in  a  policy  of  insurance,  which  are  intro- 
duced for  the  protection  of  the  underwriter,  are  to  be  looked  on  as 
expressed  in  his  own  words,  and  be  construed  most  strongly  against 
him.  Applying  these  principles  here,  the  true  construction  of  this 
policy  is,  that  the  underwriter  undertakes,  not  only  that  he  will 
indemnify  the  assured  against  total  loss  of  the  goods  during  the 
transit,  but  that  if  in  consequence  of  the  perils  insured  against,  any 
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money  is  necessarily  expended  by  the  assured  in  bringing  the  goods 
to  their  destination,  he  will  repay  it.  [James  here  stated  that  a  simi- 
lar construction  has  always  been  put  at  Lloyds  on  the  common  mem- 
orandum in  marine  policies,  which  is  in  the  same  language  as  that  in 
the  body  of  the  policy  in  this  case ;  and  that,  where  goods  have  met 
with  accidents  like  the  present,  the  practice  of  average  staters  is 
♦2681  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  *^^  *^®  account  of  the  assured  the  expense  incur- 
^  red  in  landing,  warehousing  and  drying,  so  as  to  bring  the 
loss  up  to  3Z.  or  5Z.  per  cent.,  as  the  case  may  be.]  Under  the  circum- 
stances it  was  for  the  assured  to  decide  whether  he  would  abandon 
the  goods.  [Pollock,  C.  B.,  referred  to  the  language  of  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  in  Anderson  v.  Wallis,  2  Man.  &  S.  240,  247,  that  "Disap- 
{>ointment  of  arrival  is  a  new  head  of  abandonment  in  insurance 
aw."] 

The  Court  below  founded  their  judgment  in  a  great  degree  on 
Arnould  on  Insurance,  vol.  2,  p.  970,  §  358,  2d  ed.,  where  particular 
average  loss  is  said  to  be  **  loss  arising  from  damage  accidentally  and 
proximately  caused  by  the  perils  insured  against,  or  from  extraordi- 
nary expenditures  necessarily  incurred  for  the  sole  benefit  of  some 
particular  interest,  as  of  the  ship  alone  or  the  cargo  alone,"  and  also 
p.  875,  §  322;  and  on  Phillips  on  Insurance,  vol.  2,  p.  183,  §  1422, 
3d  ed.,  where  he  defines  particular  average  to  be  "a  loss  borne  wholly 
by  the  party  upon  whose  property  it  takes  place,  and  is  so  called  in 
distinction  from  a  general  average,  for  which  different  parties  con- 
tribute," and  p.  452,  §  1767,  where  he  says  that  an  insurance  against 
total  loss  only  and  an  insurance  with  the  exception  of  particular 
average,  are  equivalent  forms.  But  the  expression  "average"  is  used 
in  insurance  law  in  different  senses,  from  which  much  confusion  has 
arisen.  In  Wilson  v.  Smith,  3  Burr.  1550,  1555,  Lord  Mansfield 
says,  "  Policies  of  insurance,  according  to  their  present  form,  are  very 
irregular  and  confused:  an  ambiguity  Sirises  in  them  from  their  using 
woras  in  different  senses ;  particularly  in  the  use  of  this  word  average" 
In  Burnett  v.  Kensington,  7  T.  R.  210,  225,  Lawrence,  J.,  says :  "  Now 
♦2691  ^°®^^®''*°g  ^ow  extremely  inaccurate  a  policy  of  ^insurance 
-I  is  penned,  I  think  that  too  great  stress  ought  not  to  be  laid  on 
the  precise  words  used  in  it."  In  Le  Cheminant  v.  Pearson,  4  Taunt. 
367,  380,  Mansfield,  C.  J.,  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  says : 
"  This  policy  of  insurance  is  a  very  strange  instrument,  as  we  all  know 
and  feel ;  in  practice  I  know  of  cases  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
where  such  expenses  have  been  recovered  as  an  average  loss,  without 
making  any  distinction  whether  it  was  recoverable  as  an  average  loss 
from  damage  repaired,  or  within  the  words  of  the  permission  to  '  sue, 
labour,  and  travail,  &c.;'  and  as  no  such  distinction  has  been  made, 
we  find  it  safer  to  adhere  to  the  practice  which  has  obtained  and  to 
call  it  all  average  damage."  In  the  present  case,  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  below  proceeded  on  the  ground  that  "  particular  average"  and 
''  partial  loss  are  synonymous  terms,  and  opposed  to  total  loss.  It 
is  true  that  "  particular  average"  is  often  used  in  the  sense  of  "  partial 
loss,"  but  it  is  often,  and  in  this  case  among  others,  used  in  a  different 
sense,  as  meaning  deterioration  of  the  goods  by  the  perils  insured 
against.  There  are  many  authorities  to  this  effect.  Benecke  on 
Marine  Insurance  472,  Lond.,  1824,  says:   ^'The   term  particular 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  &  SMITH.    Q.  B.  209 

average^  as  understood  at  Lloyds,  does  not  comprise  the  particular 
charges,  or  the  expenses  incurred  for  saving  or  preserving  the  cargo 
or  freight,  such  as  warehouse-rent  in  an  intermediate  port,  which  is 
considered  a  particular  charge  on  the  cargo,  and  expenses  of  reloading, 
which  is  made  a  particular  charge  on  the  freight.  These  charges, 
however  small  they  may  be,  are  paid  by  the  underwriter  independent 
of  the  particular  usage.  Hence  it  is  clear  that  they  cannot  be  added 
to  the  particular  average,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  this 
amounts  to  5  or  3  per  cent.,  and  that  the  underwriter  is  not  ^^^o<TA 
liable,  unless  *the  particular  average  by  itself  amount  to  the  *■ 
stipulated  per  centage. — For  the  same  reason,  general  and  particular 
average  cannot  be  added  to  make  the  underwriter  liable  if  they  jointly 
amount  to  8  per  cent."  And,  at  p.  880,  he  has  language  to  the  same 
effect.  Era^rigon,  Traitd  des  Assurances,  tom.  1,  ch.  12,  sect.  89,  p.  584, 
ed.  by  Boulay-Paty,  1827,  gives  the  following  definition  from  Targa, 
c.  60,  p.  256 :  "  L'avaria  6  damno,  quale  6  per  tormenta  di  mare,  6 
per  altro  accidente  fatale  ha  origine,  e  occorre  d  in  la  nave  6  in  le 
merci  in  quella  existante,  e  in  I'una,  e  I'altre  anchora."  And  the  fol- 
lowing from  Pothier,  Des  Assurances,  no.  115:  ''On  appelle  avarie, 
dent  les  assureurs  sont  tenus,  tons  les  do m mages  causes  jmr  quelque 
accident  deforce  majeure  aux  choses  assures,  quoiqu'il  n'ait  pas  caus^ 
la  perte  totale;  et  toutes  les  d^penses  extraordinaires  auxquelles 
quelqv^  accident  deforce  majeure  sl  donn^  lieu,  par  rapport  aux  choses 
assures."  Again,  Em^rigon,  c.  12,  s.  16,  p.  426,  cites  art.  9  of  the 
Declaration  of  1799 :  and  adds  the  following,  ^*  Dans  les  cas  oii  les 
dites  marchandises  auraient  ^t^  charg^es  dans  un  nouveau  navire,  les 
assureurs  courropt  les  risques  sur  les  dites  marchandises  jusqu'&  leur 
d^barquement  dans  le  lieu  de  leur  destination,  et  seront  en  outre  tenus 
de  supporter,  i  la  charge  des  assures,  les  avaries  des  marchandises,  les 
frais  de  sauvetage,  de  chargement,  magasinage  et  rembarquement, 
ensemble  les  droits  qui  pourraient  avoir  <St6  pay^,  ^t  le  surcroit  defret, 
sHl  y  en  a."  And  Boulay-Paty,  in  a  note  on  this  passage,  says,  "On 
entend  par  surcroit  de  fret  ce  qu'on  paie  de  plus  pour  le  transport 
depuis  le  lieu  du  d^sastre  jusqu'sl  celui  de  la  destination,  relativement 
au  premier  fret  stipule."  Arnould  on  Insurance,  vol.  2,  pp.  1126-7, 
§  398,  2d  ed.,  refers  to  Barker  v.  Blakes,  9  East  288,  and  says,  r^^2^^ 
"  This  *case,  in  fact,  shows  what  Lord  Ellenborough  stated  to  *■ 
be  the  true  doctrine  on  another  occasion,  'that  a  total  loss  of  tbe 
cargo  may  be  effected  by  a  total  permanent  incapacity  in  the  ship  to 
perform  the  voyage,  for  that  is  a  destruction  of  the  conteqiplated  ad- 
venture;' Anderson  v.  Wallis,  2  Mau.  &  S.  240,  246."  In  Thompson 
V.  The  Eoyal  Exchange  Assurance  Company,  16  East  214,  215, 
Bay  ley,  J.,  says,  *'  The  very  object  of  the  exception  is  to  free  the  under- 
writers from  liability  for  damaged  goods.  They  say  in  effect  that 
they  will  be  liable  if  the  gobds  are  wholly  lost,  but  not  if  they  are 
only  damaged."  And  in  Livie  v,  Janson,  12  East  648,  655,  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  says^  "  There  may  be  cases  in  which,  though  a  prior  damage 
be  followed  by  a  total  loss,  the  assured  may  nevertheless  have  rights 
or  claims  in  respect  of  that  prior  loss,  which  may  not  be  extinguished 
by  the  subsequent  total  loss.  Actual  disbursements  for  repairs  in  fact 
made,  in  consequence  of  injuries  by  perils  of  the  seas  prior  to  the 
happening  of  the  total  loss,  are  of  this  description ;  unless  indeed  they 
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are  more  properly  to  be  considered  as  covered  by  that  authority,  with 
which  the  assured  is  generally  invested  by  the  policy,  of  'suing, 
labouring  and  travailing.  &c.,  for,  in,  and  about  the  defence,  safeguard, 
and  recovery  of  the  property  insured ;'  in  which  case  the  amount  of 
such  disbursements  mignt  more  properly  be  recovered  as  money  paid 
for  the  underwriters  under  the  direction  and  allowance  of  this  pro* 
vision  of  the  policy,  than  as  a  substantive  average  loss  to  be  added 
cumulatively  to  the  total  loss  which  is  afterwards  incurred  in  conse- 
quence of  the  sea  risks."  In  Dufif  v.  Mackenzie,  26  L.  J.  C.  P.  313, 
316,  3  C.  B.  N.  S.  16,  29  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  91),  Williams,  J.,  in  deli- 
vering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  says,  "Although  it  is  stipulated 
♦2721  *^y  ^^^  warranty  that  these  efiects  shall  be  free  of  all  average, 
-'  — or,  in  other  words,  that  the  insurer  shall  not  be  liable  for  any 
amount  of  se&  damage  to  them  short  of  a  total  loss, — we  think,  look- 
ing at  the  nature  of  the  subject  of  insurance  and  the  terms  of  this 
exemption,  it  is  doing  no  violence  to  the  language  used  to  hold  that 
he  is  not  to  be  exempted  from  liability  for  a  total  loss  of  any  of  the 
articles  of  which  the  'effects'  consist."  The  form  of  the  declaration 
in  Powell  v.  Gudgeon,  5  Mau.  &  S.  431,  also,  although  the  judgment 
proceeded  on  another  point,  supports  this  construction.  The  Ame- 
rican case  of  Mumford  v.  The  Commercial  Insurance  Company,  5 
Johns.  (U.  S.)  Rep.  262,  is  an  authority  in  point  for  the  plaintiffs. 
[He  also  referred  to  2  Arnould,  Insurance,  322  §  875,  324  §  885,  and 
857  §  967.]  If  these  goods  bad  been  sent  on  to  their  destination  by 
the  captain  instead  of  the  assured,  he  could  recover  the  excess  of  the 
charge  for  carrying  them  above  the  amount  of  the  bill  of  lading : 
Shipton  V.  Thornton,  9  A.  &  E.  314,  335.  [Wildb,  B.— That  point 
is  not  there  decided.  What  you  refer  to  is  only  a  doubt  thrown  out. 
Everth  v.  Smith,  2  Mau.  &  S.  278,  and  McCarthy  v.  Abel,  5  East  388, 
seem  against  you.]  At  least  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  recover  the 
difference  between  the  expense  incurred  in  sending  on  the  goods  and 
the  sum  paid  for  their  carriage  in  the  first  instance. 

Honyman,  who  appeared  for  the  defendant,  was  not  called  on. 

Eble,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  ought  to  be  affirmed. 

This  is  an  insurance  on  goods  "warranted  free  from  particular 
^2731  ^^^^^8^'" — ^"  effect  an  insurance  against  a  total  *loss.  Accord- 
^  ing  to  the  statement  before  us  the  &cts  are  these.  The  car- 
riup;e  of  the  goods  was  prepaid,  amounting  to  629Z.  95.  IQd. ;  the  ship 
sailed,  and,  having  been  damaged,  was  taken  into  an  intermediate  port 
un<ler  circumstances  which  constituted  a  constructive  total  loss  of  the 
»h/p;  but  the  cargo  was  landed  and  delivered  to  the  plaintifis  who 
w<^re  the  owners  of  it,  and  by  them  taken  to  its  destination  in  a  state 
uDdamaged  by  sea  in  any  way.  After  the  happening  of  this  misfor- 
tune to  the  ship,  the  plaintiffs  paid  825t  lis.  Id.  more  for  ^e  new 
voyage;  and  they  now  seek  to  recover  this  latter  sum,  or  the  differ- 
ence between  the  two  sums,  from  the  insurer;  and  the  question  is,  are 
they  entitled  to  do  so  ? 

It  is  certain  that  the  plaintiffs  cannot  recover  here  as  for  a  total  loss 
of  lie  goods,  seeing  that  the  goods  were  restored  to  them  in  specie, 
and  forwarded  by  them  to  their  place  of  destination,  where,  so  far  as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  &  SMITH.    Q.  B.  273 

any  sea  damage  is  concerned,  they  may  have  received  full  value  for 
them. 

But  Mr.  James  ably  argues  that  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  recover 
this  money ;  not  as  compensation  for  loss  of  the  gopds  within  the  gen- 
eral language  of  the  policy ;  but  as  the  expense  of  forwarding  them  to 
their  destination  in  other  vessels,  under  what  has  been  called  "  the 
labour  and  travel  clause/'  which  empowers  the  assured  to  sue,  labour, 
and  travel  to  save  the^  thing  assured  from  impending  loss.  The  sub- 
stantial ground,  however,  on  which  I  decide  this  case  is  entirely  be- 
side his  able  argument.  The  expenses  that  can  be  recovered  under  the 
suing,  labouring,  and  travelling  clause  are  expenses  incurred  to  pre- 
vent innpending  loss  within  the  meaning  of  the  policy.  Now,  here, 
the  gooas  were  given  up  to  the  plaintiffs  in  perfect  safety ;  and  the 
question  is,  were  these  expenses  incurred  to  prevent  h  total  loss? 
Had  the  owners  a  right  *when  the  goods  were  given  into  their  r»o74 
possession  to  turn  the  transaction  into  a  total  loss?  Certainly  '- 
not,  for  they  had  the  goods  in  specie,  and  consequently  that  8257.  II5. 
7d,  had  no  reference  to  suing,  labouring,  or  travelling  in  order  to  pre- 
vent such  a  loss. 

A  great  part  of  Mr.  James's  argument  turned  on  the  different  mean- 
ings of  the  word  '*  average."  If  it  were  necessary  to  go  into  that  point, 
I  should  clearly  be  of  opinion  that  the  words  found  in  an  instrument 
in  common  use  should  betaken  according  to  the  ordinary  understand- 
ing of  them  when  so  used.  It  is  agreed  that  "  particular  average"  has 
two  meanings,  universally  understood — that  when  taken  with  refer- 
ence to  the  common  memorandum  clause  it  excludes  certain  expenses, 
but  when  taken  with  reference  to  the  money  to  be  paid  by  the  under- 
writer it  includes  them.  In  Arnold  on  Insurance,  vol.  2,  970,  sect. 
358,  2d  ed.,  it  is  said  that  such  expenses  as  these  are  to  be  included. 
But  all  this  is  beside  the  question  now  before  us,  as  these  expenses 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  labour  and  travel  clause.  I  also  think 
that  it  should  make  no  difference  in  our  judgment  whether  the  freight 
was  prepaid  or  to  be  earned. 

For  these  reasons,  and  also  those  given  in  the  Court  below,  which 
are  quite  satisfactory  to  my  mind,  and  where  the  difference  between 
this  case  and  the  American  case  of  Mumford  v.  The  Commercial  In- 
surance Company,  5  Johns.  U.  S.  Eep.  262,  is  clearly  pointed  out,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  our  judgment. 

Pollock,  C.  B.,  Keating,  J.,  and  Channell  and  Wilde,  BB., 
concurred.  Judgment  affirmed. 

Where  the  owner  of  goods  excepts  under  the  labour  clause,  as  that  is 
from  the  risk  agatDSt  which  he  insures,  limited  to  disbursements  made  for  the 
a  loss  which  ndLy  arise  from  particula,^  purpose  of  rescuing  the  property  from 
average,  he  cannot  charge  the  under-  an  impending  total  loss,  which  is  the 
writer  with  the  extra  freight  which  he  peril  insured  against.  So  long  as  tho 
has  paid  io  order  to 'forward  the  goods  goods  were  not  endangered,  the  on- 
to their  destination.  Such  freight  penses  were  not  incurred  for  the  bene- 
constittttes  particular  average,  and  is  fit  of  the  underwriter,  and  cannot  be 
included  in  his  warranty.  Nor  can  the  imposed  upon  him.  This  was  the 
increased    expenditure    be    recovered  principal     case;     where    iron     rails. 
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shipped  at  London  for  Bombaj,  were 
warranted  by  the  insured  to  be  free 
from  particular  average.  The  ship 
being  disabled,  put  into  Plymouth. 
The  rails  were  forwarded  by  other  ves- 
sels, and  the  question  was  presented 
for  decision,  whether  the  underwriter 
or  the  owner  was  liable  for  the  freight 
which  had  been  paid  in  order  to  for- 
ward the  rails  to  their  destination. 
It  was  decided  that  the  underwriter 
was  not  bound  to  reimburse  the  owner 
for  the  extra  freight.  So  in  Booth  v. 
Gair,  15  C.  B.  N.  S.  291,  a  cargo  of 
bacon  was  insured  free  from  particular 
average  from  New  York  to  Liverpool. 
The  ship,  suffering  from  the  heavy 
weather  which  she  had  encountered, 
put  into  Bermuda,  where  she  was 
abandoned.  The  action  was  for  the 
extra  freight,  transhipment,  warehous- 
ing, and  surveying,  which  were  the 
disbursements  made  in  order  to  for- 
ward the  cargo  to  its  destination.  The 
court  refused  to  charge  the  under- 
writers with  the  additional  expenses, 
because  they  were  incurred  in  order  to 
avert  a  loss,  the  risk  of  which  had  not 
been  taken  by  them,  but  had  been  as- 
sumed by  the  insured  himself. 

Where  the  warranty  against  particu- 
lar average  is  not  general,  but  under  a 
certain  percentage,  the  expenditure  in- 
curred to  avert  a  loss,  which  would, 
were  it  not  for  this  outlay,  exceed  the 
limit  of  the  warranty,  must  be  borne 
by  the  underwriter. 

In  Kidston  v.  The  Empire  Marine 
Ins.  Co.,  L.  R.  1  C.  P.  535,  there  was 
an  insurance  on  freight.  The  ship 
lefl  the  Chincha  Islands,  loaded  with 
guano.  She  was  severely  injured  by 
storms  in  going  round  Cape  Horn,  and 
took  refuge  in  Rio,  where  she  was 
abandoned.  The  insured  received 
from  the  charterers  the  stipulated 
freight,  and  brought  an  action  to  com- 
pel the  underwriters  to  reimburse 
them  for  the  expenses  of  transhipment 
and  forwarding  the  cargo  to  Liverpool. 


In  delivering  judgment  for  the  plain- 
tiffs,  Mr.  Justice  Willcs  states  the 
reasons  which  influenced  the  court  tc 
charge  the  underwriters  with  this  lia- 
bility :  "  Without  incurring  them  (the 
expenses  of  forwarding)  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  insurance  never  would 
have  had  any  complete  existence. 
They  were  incurred  in  order  to  earn 
it;  and  they  represented  so  much 
labour  beyond  and  besides  the  ordi- 
nary labour  of  the  voyage,  rendered 
necessary  for  the  salvation  of  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  insurance,  by  reason  of 
a  damage  and  loss  within  the  scope  of 
the  policy,  the  immediate  effect  of 
which  was  that  the  subject-matter  in- 
sured would  also  be  lost,  or  rather 
would  never  come  into  existence,  un- 
less such  labour  was  bestowed.  As 
the  goods  lay  at  Rio,  no  part  of  the 
chartered  freight  had  accrued  due, 
and  no  freight  even  pro  ratd  iiineru 
could  have  been  claimed  by  the  ship- 
owner." In  answer  to  the  argument 
that  the  expenditure  under  the  labour 
clause  should  be  limited  to  cases  of 
abandonment,  he  said:  "If  an  occa- 
sion should  occur  in  which  by  reason 
of  a  peril  insured  against,  unusnal 
labour  and  expense  are  rendered  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  a  loss  for  which  the 
underwriters  would  be  answerable,  and 
such  hbour  and  expense  is  incurred 
accordingly,  the  underwriters  will  con- 
tribute, not  as  a  part  of  the  sum  in- 
sured in  case  of  loss  or  damage,  be- 
cause it  may  be  that  a  loss  or  damage 
for  which  they  would  be  liable  is 
averted  by  the  labour  bestowed,  but 
as  a  contribution  on  their  part  as  per- 
sons who  have  avoided  detriment  by 
the  result  in  proportion  to  what  they 
would  have  had  to  pay  if  such  detri- 
ment had  come  to  a  head  for  want  of 
timely  care.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
case  of  a  policy  on  goods  warranted  free 
of  average  under  5  per  cent.,  and  the 
goods  are  wetted  in  a  storm  which 
drives  the  ship  into  a  port  of  distress 
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wh6n   by  drjing  at  an  expense  less 
than  5  per  cent,  the  goods  might  be 
saved  or  damaged  under  5  per  cent., 
whilst  if  not  dried,  they  would  decay 
and  become  damaged  over  5  per  cent., 
though    existing  in    specie,   so    that 
freight  would    be   payable.     In    this 
ease  there  is  no  abandonment,  and  may 
be  no  prospect  of  one ;  and  yet  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  master  to  use  all  rea- 
aonable  means  to  preserve  the  goods, 
and  obviously  for  the  interest  of  the 
anderwriters  to  encourage  him  in  the 
performance  of  that  duty  by  contribut- 
ing to    the  expense    incurred.     Not 
only  the  generality  of  the  words,  but 
also  the  subject-matter  to  which  they 
relate,  therefore,  point  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  claim  to  all  cases  in  which 
the  underwriter  is  saved  from  liability 
and  loss,  whether  partial  or  total,  and 
whether  an  abandonment  does  or  may 
possibly  take  place  or  not."     The  argu- 
ment that  particular  average  included 
contribution   to  expense  incurred   in 
preserving  the  thing  insured  as  well  as 
loss. of  or  damage  to  it,  and  excludes 
application  of  the  labour  clause,  is  thus 
answered:    *<If  this   be   so,  it  must 
equally  be  true  of  all  memorandum 
goods  which  are  warranted  free  from 
average  under  a  certain   percentage, 
and  the  operation  of  this  would  be  so 
general,  if  not  universal,  that  the  suing 
and   labouring  clause  would  be  con- 
fined to   the    cases   excepted   in   the 
memorandum     alone.      Two     results 
would  follow,  both  novel   in   practice 
and    one    at    least  very   remarkable. 
*     *     Thus,    in     the     case    already 
put,   of   goods    wetted    by  a    storm, 
the    amount  of   expenses  reasonably 
incurred  in  preserving  the  goods  is, 
according  to  the  present  practice,  con- 
tributed to  under  the  suing  and  labour- 
ing clause,  however  small  in  the  result 
be  the  loss  or  damage  to  the  goods; 
and  the  loss  of  or  damage  to  the  goods 
is  paid  if  it  amount  to  the  stipulated 
percentage,  but  not  otherwise,  and  the 
amount  of  expenses  is  not  added  in 


order  to  make  up  that  percentage. 
Thus,  if  the  agreed  percentage  be  5 
per  cent.,  and  the  expenses  amount  to 

2  per  cent.,  and  the  loss  or  damage  be 

3  per  cent,  only,  the  expenses  are  paid, 
and  not  the  average.  But,  if  we  hold 
that  the  warranty  excludes  the  appli- 
cation of  the  suing  and  labouring 
clause,  the  whole  must  be  paid,  and 
the  underwriters  will  be  Exposed  to  the 
very  inconvenience  which  the  memo- 
randum has  been  supposed  to  obviate. 

^*  Upon  the  other  hand,  if  the  ex- 
penses should  be  less  than  the  per- 
centage, and  a  loss  is  thereby  prevented 
either  altogether  or  to  an  extent  less 
than  the  percentage ;  as  if  in  the  case 
put,  the  expenses  were  3  per  cent,  and 
the  damage  only  1  per  cent.,  according 
to  the  present  practice  the  under- 
writers would  pay  the  expenses }  but, 
if  we  decide  for  the  present  defend- 
ants, the  underwriters,  though  saved 
from  \o8s\  would  be  altogether  exempt 
from  contribution.'' 

Alexandre  v.  Sun  Mutual  Ins.  Co., 
49  Barb.  (N.  Y.  1867)  475. 

The  distinction  which  separates  the 
principal  case  from  Kidston  v.  Empire 
Marine  Ins.  Co.,  lies  in  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  insurance.  In  The^ 
Great  Indian  Penin.  R.  v.  Saunders, 
the  goods  w^e  insured,  but  anything 
less  than  a  total  loss  was  excepted 
from  the  risk.  Unless  the  goods  were 
exposed  to  a  peril  which  threatened 
their  total  destruction,  the  under- 
writers were  not  interested  in  their 
rescue  and  transportation.  In  the 
Kidston  v.  Empire  Marine  Ins.  Co. 
case,  however,  the  freight  was  insured, 
and  this  would  under  the  English  de- 
cisions be  totally  lost  unless  the  goods 
were  forwarded  to  their  destination. 
The  underwriters  were  accordingly 
interested  in  seeing  that  means  were 
taken  to  forward  the  goods  and  earn 
the  freight.  The  disbursements  which 
were  made  in  order  to  effect  this  result 
should  be  shared  among  those  who  do 
rived  a  benefit  from  the  salvage. 
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♦97M  *The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  FAVERSHAM.  Ap- 
^'^J       pellants,  The  Guardians  of  the  ISLE  OF  THANET  Union, 
Respondents.    Feb.  IS. 

Pauper  lunatic  in  asylum. — Order  ofseitlement  and  maintenance, — 16  i:  17  Viet,  e, 

97,  w.  67,  97,  132. 

1.  A  justice  of  a  borough  not  hftring  a  qaarter  sMiions  hai  no  jarif  dictlooi  under  leot.  67  of 
Btat  16  A  17  Vict  c  97,  to  aend  %  paaper  lonatio  to  an  asylom;  and  this  bj  reaton  of  the 
meaning  aifig^ed  to  the  word  "boroagh"  bjr  the  interpretation  claose,  MCt  132. 

3.  The  jorisdibtion  of  juatieee  nnder  sect.  97  of  that  Aet  to  adjodge  the  settlement  of  a  panper 
Innatio  and  make  an  order  for  his  maintenance,  attaches  where  he  is  de  fiMto  confined  in  an 
asylum ;  and  their  order  is  not  invalidated  by  the  fact  that  he  was  sent  there  by  a  jaatioe  who 
had  no  jurisdiction  :  (per  Wightman  and  Mellor,  JJ.;  Crompton,  J.,  dissentiente.) 

Casb  Stated  under  stat.  12  &  IS  Vict  c.  45,  s.  11. 

This  was  an  appeal  against  an  order  of  G.  C,  Norton,  Esq.,  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  one 
of  the  Magistrates  of  the  Police  Courts  of  the  metropolis,  bearing  date 
the  18th  April,  1860,  adjudicating  the  settlement  of  Sarah  Martin,  a 
lunatic,  to  be  in  the  parish  of  Faversham,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and 
ordering  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  Faversham  Union  to  pay, 
on  account  of  the  said  parish,  certain  expenses  incurred  in  and  about 
the  examination  and  conveyance  of  the  said  Sarah  Martin,  and  also 
for  the  expenses  of  her  maintenance. 

The  oraer  of  G.  C.  Norton,  Esq.,  contained  the  following  recitals. 
"  Whereas,  by  a  certain  order  of  David  Price,  Esq.,  one  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  borough  of  Margate,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  heretofore  made  and  now  proved  before  me  the  under- 
*27B1  ^^8°^^'  ^^®  ^^  ^^^  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  *in  and  for 
^  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  being  also  one  of  the  Magistrates  of 
the  Police  Courts  of  the  metropolis,  sitting  at  the  Lambeth  Police 
Court,  in  the  said  county  of  Surrey,  and  within  the  Metropolitan  Po- 
lice district,  and  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  licensed  house  for  the 
reception  of  lunatics  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  in  which  one  Sarah 
Martin,  a  pauper  luniMo,  is  now  confined,  is  situate,  bearing  date  the 
12th  July  last  past,  and  directed  to  the  superintendent  or  proprietors 
of  the  Camberwell  House  Lunatic  Asylum,  being  a  licensed  house  for 
the  reception  of  lunatics,  situate  at  Camberwell,  in  the  said  county  of 
Surrey ;  after  reciting  that  he  the  said  David  Price  had  called  to  his 
assistance  a  surgeon,  and  had  personally  examined  the  said  Sarah 
Martin,  and  was  satisfied  that  the  Sarah  Martin  was  a  lunatic,  and  a 
proper  person  to  be  taken  charge  of  and  detained  under  care  and 
treatment,  it  was  by  the  said  David  Price  ordered  that  the  said  super- 
intendent or  proprietors  should  receive  the  said  Sarah  Martin  as  a 
patient  into  his  asylum;  and  subjoined  to  which  said  order  was  a 
statement  respecting  the  said  Sarah  Martin,  as  required  by  the  statute 
in  such  case  made  and  provided.  And,  whereas  it  is  now  proved  to 
me  the  said  undersigned  magistrate,  upon  oath,  that  before  and  at  the 
time  of  fhe  making  of  the  said  order  the  said  Sarah  Martin  was 
chargeable  to  the  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet 
Poor  Law  Union,  in  the  said  county  of  Kent;  and  that,  by  virtue  of 
the  said  order,  the  said  Sarah  Martin  was,  on  the  said  12th  July  last 
past,  conveyed  from  the  said  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  to  the  said 
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licensed  house,  and  was  there  received  by  the  superintendent  or  pro- 
prietors thereof  as  a  patient  by  virtue  of  the  said  order,  and  that  she 
bath  since  been  *and  still  is  confined  there  as  a  lunatic,  at  the  r*o7^ 
expense  of  the  said  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist."  The  order  ^  * 
then  recited  a  complaint  by  the  guardians  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Union, 
on  behalf  of  the  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  of  the  chargeability  of 
the  lunatic  to  that  parish,  and  adjudged  that  the  place  of  the  last  legal 
settlement  of  the  lunatic  was  in  the  parish  of  Faveraham :  and  ordered 
the  guardians  of  the  Favershara  Union  to  pay,  on  account  of  the  parish 
of  Faversham,  to  the  guardians  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Union,  certain 
sums,  being  respectively  the  expenses  incurred  in  and  about  the  ex- 
amination of  the  lunatic,  and  in  bringing  her  before  the  said  justice, 
and  in  and  about  conveying  her  to  the  asylum,  and  the  charges  for 
her  maintenance  in  the  asylum  for  twelvemonths  next  before  the  date 
of  the  order;  and  a  certain  sum  weekly  for  the  future  maintenance  of 
the  lunatic  in  the  asylum. 

The  order  of  David  Price  was  as  follows.  "  I,  David  Price,  the 
undersigned,  having  called  to  my  assistance  a  surgeon,  and  having 
personally  examined  Sarah  Martin,  a  pauper,  and  being  satisfied  that 
the  said  Sarah  Martin  is  a  person  of  unsound  mind,  and  a  proper 
person  to  be  taken  charge  of  and  detained  under  care  and  treatment, 
there  being  no  available  accommodation  in  the  County  Asylum, 
herebv  direct  you  to  receive  the  said  Sarah  Martin  as  a  patient  into 
your  house." 

''  Subjoined  is  a  statement  respecting  the  said  Sarah  Martin. 

'^ (Signed)  David  Price,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
"  for  the  borough  of  Margate. 
"Dated  the  12th  day  of  July,  1869." 
"To  J.  H.  taul,  M.  D.,  Medical  Superintendent 

"of  Camberwell  House  Asylum," 

David  Price  had,  upon  his  own  knowledge,  and  without  *any   r^oTg 
notice  being  given  to  him  by  the  relieving  or  other  officer  of  ■■ 
the  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  examined  the  lunatic  at  the  house 
where  she  was  residing,  and  after  calling  to  his  assistance  a  surgeon, 
made  the  order  of  the  12th  July,  1859.      ' 

Under  this  order  the  pauper  lunatic  was  conveyed  from  the  parish 
of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  Margate,  to  the  said  licensed  house  by  the 
relieving  officer  of  such  parish.  At  the  times  the  orders  of  David 
Price  and  G.  C.  Norton,  Esquires,  dated  respectively  the  12th  July, 
1859,  and  13th  April,  1860,  were  made,  the  pauper  lunatic  was  a 
proper  person  to  be  confined  in  the  said  licensed  house  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  97,  s.  67,  and  it  was  admitted  that  such 
lunatic  was  properly  sent  there,  and  that  all  the  proceedings  for  send- 
ing her  there  were  regular,  with  the  exception  hereinafter  mentioned. 

The  settlement  of  the  lunatic  is  in  the  parish  of  Faversham,  and  the 
only  ground  of  appeal  against  the  said  order  was,  that  at  the  time  of 
the  making  of  the  order  by  David  Price,  Esq.,  for  the  removal  of 
Sarah  Martin,  the  borough  of  Margate  was  not  a  borough  town  or  city 
corporate,  having  a  quarter  sessions,  recorder,  and  clerk  of  the  peace, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  provisions  of  the  lS2d  section  of  the  16  &  17 
Yict.  c.  97,  *'  An  Act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  laws  for  the  provision 
and  regulation  of  lunatic  asylums  for  counties  and  boroughs,  and  for 
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the  maintenance  and  care  of  pauper  lunatics,  in  England ;"  and  con- 
sequently that  David  Price  had  no  jurisdiction  to  make  that  order. 

At  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  order  by  David  Price,  the  borough 
of  Margate  was  a  borough  created  by  charter  of  the  Crown,  dated  the 
29th  July,  1857,  under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  and  David 
^^7Q1  ^^^^  *had  been  appointed,  and  was  at  the  time  of  making  the 
-'  order,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  borough ;  but  at  the  time 
of  making  the  order  by  David  Price  no  court  of  quarter  sessions  had 
been  or  was  created  or  established  for  the  borough,  nor  had  any  re- 
corder or  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  borough  been  appointed,  nor  was 
there  then  in  fact  any  recorder  or  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  borough. 

The  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  in  which  the  borough  of  Mar- 
gate *is  wholly  situate,  is  not  part  of  the  county  of  Kent,  but  is  a  non- 
corporate limb  and  ancient  member  and  liberty  of  the  borough  town 
and  port  of  Dover,  and  still  remains  so,  except  so  far  as  it  is  affected 
by  the  charter  of  incorporation  before  mentioned.  Besides  the  justices 
appointed  for  the  borough  of  Margate  under  the  charter  of  incorpora- 
tion, certain  justices  appointed  under  stat.  51  G.  3,  c.  36,  and  the 
justices  of  Dover  assigned  to  that  place  by  virtue  of  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act,  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  135,  continue  and  have  juris- 
diction in  Margate  under  that  Act,  and  under  18  &  19  Vict.  c.  48,  and 
20&21  Vict.  c.  1. 

David  Price  is  only  a  justice  for  the  borough  of  Margate,  appointed 
under  the  charter  incorporating  that  place,  and  is  not  a  justice  for  the 
borough,  town  and  port  of  Dover,  nor  is  he  appointed  under  stat.  51 
G.  3,  c.  36. 

Dover  is  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  has  a  separate  court  of  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace,  recorder  and  clerk  of  the  peace,  and  it  was  con- 
tended by  the  respondents  that  Margate  is  still  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  such  court,  by  virtue  of  stats.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  134,  and  6  &  7 
W.  4,  c.  105,  s.  10. 

♦2801  ^'  ^^  contended,  on  behalf  of  the  churchwardens  and  *over- 
-'  seers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Faversham,  that  David  Price 
had  no  jurisdiction  to  make  the  order  for  the  reception  of  the  lunatic 
into  the  said  licensed  house,  and  that,  her  confinement  and  charge- 
ability  there  being  unlawful,  the  order  of  G.  C.  Norton,  dated  13th 
April,  1861,  was  therefore  void. 

It  was  contended,  on  behalf  of  the  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
Margate,  that  David  Price  had  jurisdiction  to  make  the  said  order, 
and  that,  whether  he  had  or  not,  the  order  of  G.  C,  Norton  was 
rightly  made,  because,  at  the  time  of  the  making  the  same,  the  pauper 
lunatic  was  confined  in  the  said  licensed  house  at  the  cost  and  charge 
of  the  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  is.  Whether  David  Price 
had  jurisdiction  to  make  the  order  dated  12th  July,  1859 ;  and  whether, 
if  he  had  not,  the  order  of  G.  C.  Norton  is  thereby  rendered  invalid. 

If  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  order  of  G.  C.  Norton  is, 
under  the  circumstances  above  stated,  properly  made,  then  such  order 
is  to  be  confirmed ;  otherwise  the  same,  or  so  much  thereof  as  this 
Court  should  think  illegal,  is  to  be  quashed. 

Poland,  for  the  respondents. — First,  the  order  for  the  reception  of 
the  lunatic  into  the  asylum  was  rightly  made.     Mr.  Price  had  juris- 
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dictioQ  to  make  that  order  under  stat.  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  97,  s.  67.  The 
enacting  part  gives  jurisdiction  to  a  justice  of  the  county  or  borough 
within  which  the  parish  from  which  the  lunatic  was  sent  is  situate ; 
but  the  proviso  is,  **  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  justice,  upon 
notice  being  given  to  him  as  aforesaid,  or  upon  his  own  knowledge, 
Avithout  any  such  notice  as  aforesaid,  to  examine  any  pauper  deemed 
to  be  lunatic  *at  his  own  abode  or  elsewhere,  and  to  proce^  in  r*oQi 
all  respects  as  if  such  pauper  were  brought  before  him  in  pur-  ^ 
suance  of  an  order  for  that  purpose."  [Crompton,  J. — That  is  a  pro- 
viso on  the  enacting  part;  it  must  mean  that  the  justice  should  be  a 
**  justice  of  the  county  or  borough  in  which  such  parish  is  situate."] 
If  that  is  so,  the  justice  who  has  jurisdiction  under  the  enacting  part 
must  be  a  justice  of  a  borough  having  a  quarter  sessions,  recorder  and 
clerk  of  the  peace,  because,  by  sect.  132,  " '  Borough'  shall  mean  every 
borough,  town  and  city  corporate  having  a  quarter  sessions,  recorder, 
and  clerk  of  the  peace."  But  Margate,  though  an  outlying  district,  is 
an  ancient  member  and  liberty  of  the  borough  of  Dover,  which  is  one 
of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  has  a  quarter  sessions,  recorder,  and  clerk  of 
the  peace.  Sect.  67  means  that  the  justice  of  the  borough  shall  act 
when  the  place  is  liable  to  the  jurisdiction  of  a  borough  quarter 
sessions;  and  Margate  is  a  borough  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
quarter  sessions  of  the  borough  of  Dover.  It  is  as  if  Margate  was 
part  of  Dover ;  the  justices  of  Dover  have  jurisdiction  in  Margate ;  and 
all  the  prisoners  committed  by  the  justices  of  Margate  are  sent  to  be 
tried  at  the  quarter  sessions  at  Dover.  [Crompton,  J. — There  is  a 
separate  set  of  justices  and  a  separate  commission  of  the  peace  for 
Margate.  WiGHTMAN,  J. — The  commission  in  which  Mr.  Price's 
name  is  does  not  extend  to  Dover,  and  therefore  he  is  not  a  justice  of 
.a  borough  within  sect.  67,  as  explained  by  the  interpretation  clause. 
Crompton,  J. — Margate  is  a  sub-borough  with  a  minor  jurisdiction. 
The  interpretation  clause  is  very  express  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "borough"  in  the  statute,  unless  there  be  something  in  the  sub- 
ject or  context  repugnant  to  such  ^construction  ;  and  there  is  r»oQo 
nothing  in  sect.  67  repugnant  to  the  construction  assigned  to  ^ 
the  word  by  the  interpretation  clause.  The  Dover  justices  have  juris- 
diction over  Margate :  the  borough  of  which  Mr.  Price  is  a  justice  has 
no  quarter  sessions,  and  therefore  he  is  not  within  sect.  67.]  Then, 
the  justices  of  the  county  having  no  jurisdiction  in  Margate,  the 
justices  of  Dover  must  go  to  Margate  in  order  to  remove  dangerous 
lunatics. 

Secondly,  supposing  the  order  for  receiving  the  lunatic  into  the 
asylum  was  invalid,  there  was  sufficient  to  give  jurisdiction  to  make 
the  order  of  settlement  and  maintenance  under  stat.  16  &  17  Vict,  c. 
97,  8.  97.  By  that  section,  '*It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  two  justices 
for  the  county  or  borough  in  which  any  asylum,  registered  hospital, 
or  licensed  house  in  which  any  pauper  lunatic  is  or  has  been  con- 
fined is  situate,"  to  inquire  into  and  adjudge  the  settlement  of  the 
pauper  lunatic  and  to  make  an  order  of  maintenance.  Only  two  in- 
gredients are  necessary  to  give  jurisdiction,  viz.,  that  the  person 
should  be  a  pauper  lunatic,  and  that  he  should  actually  be  in  confine- 
ment ;  and  the  Court  will  not  inquire  whether  the  proceedings  under 
which  he  was  confined  are  legal  or  not.     In  Beg.  v.  The  Inhabitants 
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of  Oredition,  E.  B.  &  E.  231  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96),  orders  of  adjudication 
and  maintenance,  made  under  sect.  97,  recited  an  order  of  justices  by 
which  the  pauper  lunatic  was  duly  sent  to  the  asylum,  and  had  been 
confined  there  "as  such  pauper  lunatic,"  and  still  remained  there;  and 
it  was  held  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  to  make  the  orders  of 
adjudication  and  maintenance  sufficiently  appeared;  and  Erie,  J.,  said, 
p.  242,  '*  I  think  that,  when  an  order,  in  itself  apparently  regular,  refers 
by  recital  to  a  former  order,  we  should,  in  absence  of  proof  to  the 
*2831   *^^'^^''*^y»  ^^^^^  ^^^^  *^®  recited  order  was  good,  though,  no 

^  doubt,  this  rem9ving  order,  as  recited,  is  exceedingly  loose.  I 
think,  moreover,  that  there  is  a  great  deal  in  what  Mr.  Coleridge  and 
Mr.Phear  urged  as  to  the  jurisdiction  to  make  the  orders  of  adjudica- 
tion and  maintenance  attaching  by  the  fact  of  the  lunatic  being  in  the 
asylum."  [Cbompton,  J. — There  the  magistrates  had  jurisdiction 
over  the  subject-matter,  but  it  was  objected  that  the  asylum  was  not 
shown  to  be  that  to  which,  by  sect.  72,  the  pauper  lunatic  ought  to 
have  been  sent.]  Reg.  v.  The  Guardians  of  the  Carnarvon  and  Angle- 
sea  Union,  3  N.  S.  C.  708,(a)  was  decided  on  stat.  8  &  9  Vict.  c.'126,  a. 
58,  which  empowered  justices  to  inquire  into  the  settlement  of  a  pauper 
lunatic  "confined  or  ordered  to  be  confined,"  which  words  might  be 
construed  **  legjilly  ordered  to  be  confined,"  that  is  by  a  legal  and 
valid  order,  whereas  the  words  in  sect.  97  of  stat.  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  97, 
are  **  is  or  has  been  confined."  Erie,  J.,  however,  said,  p.  713-714, 
"I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  to  make 
an  order  of  settlement  and  maintenance  of  a  lunatic  commences  from 
their  finding  him  'confined  or  ordered  to  be  confined'  in  an  asylum. 
I  think  that  it  would  be  very  salutary  to  take  up  the  inquiry  there, 
in  an  appeal  against  an  order  of  maintenance,  and  so  to  preclude  any 
investigation  then  into  the  validity  of  the  order  under  which  he  was  • 
sent  there."  In  that  case  the  order  did  not  state  that  there  was  no 
<  asylum  in  the  county,  or  that  it  was  full,  without  which  the  justices 
would  have  no  authority  to  send  the  lunatic  to  an  asylum  out  of  the 
*^ft4l  ^^^^^7'    I^  ^^g'  v»  The  Inhabitants  of  *Minster,  14  Q.  B.  349 

J  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  68),  it  was  held  no  objection  to  an  order  of 
maintenance,  under  stat.  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  126,  that  the  lunatic  was  not 
stated  to  be  chargeable  to  the  parish  whence  he  was  removed,  nor  that 
the  medical  certificate  did  not  state  some  of  the  particulars  in  the  form 
given  in  the  schedule  to  the  statute.  Erie,  J.,  p.  367,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  order  of  maintenance  *'  was  not  invalidated  by  the 
absence  of  any  formality  in  the  steps  which  brought"  the  pauper  lu- 
natic into  the  asylum;  and  the  judgment  of  the  Courts  p.  362,  is  to 
the  effect  that  de  facto  confinement,  if  not  unlawful,  gives  jurisdiction 
for  adjudicating  on  the  settlement,  and  making  an  order  of  mainte- 
nance. [Crompton,  J. — In  that  cas^  the  person  who  sent  the  lunatic 
to  the  asylum  had  jurisdiction ;  but  some  of  the  forms  directed  by  the 
statute  were  not  complied  with.]  In  stat.  16  k  17  Vict.  c.  97,  the 
jurisdiction  is  limited  to  the  fact  of  the  pauper  lunatic  being  in  the 
asylum.  Suppose  a  lunatic  who  has  strayed  away  from  his  dwelling 
place  is  found  in  a  parish,  and  is  taken  by  a  police  constable  before  a 
magistrate,  who  makes  an  order  for  his  removal  to  an  asylum,  the 
relieving  officer  must  execute  the  order  and  remove  him  to  the  asylum 

(a)  And  lee  note  (6)  to  Reg.  v.  The  lohabiUntfl  of  Minster,  14  Q.  B.  367  (B.  C.  L.  R.  roL  6S>. 
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for  the  protection  of  the  public.  In  the  first  instance,  the  burden  of 
maintaining  a  pauper  lunatic  is  on  the  parish  where  he  is  found ;  and 
the  only  mode  by  which  that  parish  can  relieve  itself  is  by  showing 
that  he  was  sent  to  the  asylum  from  it,  and  calling  on  the  justices  to 
inquire  into  the  settlement  and  make  an  order  upon  the  parish  of 
settlement,  upon  which  the  burden  of  maintaining  him  ought  to  be 
thrown.  [Crompton,  J. — The  parish  in  which  the  pauper  lunatic  is 
found  wandering  should  take  him  before  a  *magistrate.]  But  r*oQp; 
in  this  case  the  parish  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  ^ 
[Cbompton,  J. — We  are  now  on  the  supposition  that  the  person  who 
sent  the  lunatic  to  the  asylum  was  not  a  magistrate.]  But  is  the  re- 
lieving officer  to  decide  whether  the  order  is  valid  or  not,  in  the  case 
it  may  be  of  a  dangerous  lunatic  ?  The  justices  have  only  jurisdic- 
tion to  inquire  into  the  place  of  the  last  legal  settlement.  [Cromp- 
ton, J. — Suppose  a  lunatic  has  himself  walked  into  an  asylum.]  In 
some  cases,  the  officiating  clergyman  or  the  relieving  officer  may  send 
a  lunatic  to  an  asylum ;  suppose  the  person  officiating  as  clergyman 
was  not  ordained,  or  the  relieving  officer  was  not  properly  appointed; 
or  suppose  the  medical  officer  who  sent  him  had  no  diploma,  or  his 
diploma  was  not  regular,  is  the  parish  into  which  the  lunatic  had 
strayed  permanently  to  support  him  7  It  cannot  fairly  be  contended 
that  the  parish  officers  ought  to  take  care  that  the  proceedings  are 
regular,  because  they  may  not  be  the  parties  who  institute  them.  And, 
nnder  sect.  71,  the  relieving  officer  or  overseer  is  liable  to  a  penalty 
for  refusing  to  execute,  "with  all  reasonable  expedition,"  an  order  for 
conveying  a  person  to  an  asylum. 

T.  L.  Wood,  for  the  appellants. — [The  Court  desired  him  to  confine 
his  argument  to  the  last  point.]  Sect.  97  of  stat.  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  97, 
assumes  that  the  lunatic  has  been  sent  to  the  asylum  under  the  pro- 
visions of  one  of  the  previous  sections,  beginning  with  sect.  67,  by 
which  certain  persons  have  authority  to  send  pauper  lunatics  to  an 
asylum;  and  therefore  the  word  ^'confined"  must  mean  "lawfully 
confined."  •  In  Begina  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Minster,  14  Q.  B.  849, 
862  (E.C.L.R.  vol.  68),  Lord  Campbell,  in  delivering  the  *judg-  ^^ggg 
ment  of  the  Court,  said,  ''As  the  pauper  lunatic  was  de facto  ^ 
confined,  and  as  that  confinement  was  not  unlawful,  the  jurisdiction 
....  attached ;"  and  reference  was  made  to  several  cases  in  which 
the  Court  had  refused  to  discharge  a  lunatic  on  account  of  defects  in 
the  certificate  for  confinement.  This  is  not  like  those  caBes,  nor  like 
Reg.  V.  The  Guardians  of  the  Carnarvon  and  Anglesea  Union,  8  N.  S. 
C.  708,(a)  in  which  there  was  a.  fault  in  the  order  under  which  the 
lunatic  was  sent  to  the  asylum,  as  recited  in  the  order  adjudging  the 
settlement  It  is  of  the  essence  of  sect.  97  that  the  justice  who  sends 
the  lunatic  to  the  asylum  should  have  jurisdiction.  [Wightman,  J. 
— There  may  be  a  distinction  between  the  case  of  a  lunatic  sent  to  the 
asylum  by  a  person  who  appears  to  fill  the  office  of  a  justice  and  the 
case  of  a  lunatic  sent  by  a  person  who  does  not  appear  to  do  so.]  In 
Reg.  V.  The  Inhabitants  of  Crediton,  E.  B.  &  E.  281  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol. 
96),  the  objection  being  to  the  order  sending  the  lunatic  to  the  asylum, 
as  recited  in  the  order  adjudging  the  settlement,  it  was  held  that,  in 
absence  of  proof  to  the  contrary,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justice  who 

\a)  And  Me  note  (6)  to  R«g.  r.  The  Inhsbitants  of  Minster,  14  Q.  B.  857  (B.  C.  L.  R.  toI.  68). 
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made  the  recited  order  sufficiently  appeared ;  here  the  contrary  is 
shown.  In  Eeg.  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Rhyddlan,  14  Q.  B.  327  (E. 
C.  L.  R.  vol.  68),  it  was  held  that  a  preliminary  irregularity  on  the 
part  of  the  relieving  officer  in  taking  the  pauper  lunatic  before  a 
justice  did  not  affect  his  jurisdiction  to  make  an  order  for  confine- 
ment, nor  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  to  make  an  order  of  settlement  and 
maintenance. 

*2871  Poland,  in  reply. — ^It  does  not  follow  that  the  *confinement 
^  of  the  lunatic  in  the  asylum  is  illegal  because  she  was  not  sent 
there  by  lawful  authority.  Suppose  she  was  a  dangerous  lunatic,  her 
detention  would  be  legal.  Ex  parte  Greenwood,  1  Jur.  N.  S.  522, 
524,(a)  coram  Coleridge,  J.  [Cbompton,  J. — Here  the  confinement  of 
the  pauper  lunatic  was  illegal  during  the  time  in  respect  of  which  the 
respondents  ask  for  the  expenses  of  past  maintenance.] 

WiGHTMAN,  J. — It  appears  that  Sarah  Martin,  being  in  the  parish 
of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Union,  was  a  pauper 
lunatic  chargeable  to  that  parish ;  that  an  application  was  made  to  a 
magistrate  of  the  borough  of  Margate  for  her  removal  to  a  lunatic 
asylum,  and  by  an  order  of  that  magistrate  she  was  removed  to  the 
Camberwell  Asylum.  The  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  having,  in 
the  first  instance,  paid  the  expenses  of  her  removal  and  the  subsequent 
expenses  of  her  maintenance  in  the  asylum,  application  was  made  to 
a  metropolitan  Police  Magistrate,  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  asylum 
in  which  the  pauper  lunatic  was  confined  is  situate,  to  inquire  into 
and  adjudge  her  place  of  settlement,  in  order  that  it  might  be  charged 
with  her  future  maintenance,  and  that  the  parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist 
might  be  recouped  the  expenses  to  which  it  had  been  put.  And,  the 
magistrate  having  adjudged  the  appellant  parish  to  be  the  parish  of 
settlement,  the  objection  taken  by  that  parish  is  that  the  authority 
under  which  the  pauper  lunatic  was  sent  to  the  asylum  was  defective, 
inasmuch  as  the  magistrate  of  the  borough  of  Margate,  though  within 
the  terms  of  sect.  67  of  stat.  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  97,  had  no  jurisdiction, 
♦2881  ^®^"^®»  ^y  ^^^  interpretation  ♦clause,  sect.  132,  the  word 
-'  "borough''  means  a  borough  having  a  quarter  sesRions,  and 
Margate  has  not  a  quarter  sessions.  The  parish  officer  who  took  the 
pauper  lunatic  before  the  Margate  justice  omitted  to  look  at  the  inter- 
pretation clause,  and  so  failed  to  make  this  discoverv ;  and  therefore 
it  is  said  that,  the  confinement  of  the  pauper  lunatic  in  the  asylum 
being  unlawful,  the  order  of  settlement  and  maintenance  is  void.  It 
appears  to  me  that  it  was  for  the  very  purpose  of  avoiding  such  questions 
as  these  that  sect.  97  was  framed  in  the  terms  in  which  we  find  it;  be- 
cause nothing  could  be  more  inconvenient,  or,  if  I  may  use  the  term, 
absurd,  than  that  such  questions  should  be  agitated  on  the  application 
for  an  order  adjudging  the  settlement.  It  is  clear  that  the  parish  of 
settlement  ought  to  bear  these  expenses.  It  is  also  clear  that  the 
pauper  lunatic  ought  to  have  been  removed  to  the  asylum,  and  there 
is  no  question  that  she  was  chargeable  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist;  and  the  only  question  is,  whether  she 
ought  to  have  been  sent  to  the  asylum  by  an  order  of  a  justice  of 
Margate.  Sect.  97  enacts  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  two  justices 
cfor  4ihe  county  or  borough  in  which  any  asylum  "  in  which  any  pauper 

(a)  S.  G.  Reg.  v.  Pinder,  In  r«  Qreeowood,  24  L.  J.  Q.  B.  148,  152. 
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lunatic  is  or  has  been  confined  is  situate"  to  inquire  into  and  adjudge 
the  last  legal  settlement  of  such  pauper  lunatic,  and  order  payment 
of  the  expenses  and  maintenance.  By  the  Act  for  regulating  the 
metropolitan  Police  Courts,  2  &  8  Vict.  c.  71,  s.  14,  under  which  Mr. 
Norton  acts  as  a  metropolitan  Police  Magistrate,  he  has  all  the  powers 
given  by  sect.  97  to  two  justices;  but  it  is  said  that,  although  by  the 
terms  of  that  section  it  is  lawful  for  him  to  inquire  into  the  last  legal 
settlement  of  a  pauper  lunatic  confined  in  an  asylum,  without  stating 
in  terms  that  it  is  necessary  for  *him  to  inquire  further,  yet  he  r^ogo 
is  to  inqutre  whether  the  lunatic  was  lawfully  confined.  It  ^ 
seems  to  me  that  the  object  of  this  part  of  the  section  was  to  give  him 
jurisdiction  only  to  inquire  into  the  settlement;  and  I  adopt  the  view 
stated  by  Erie,  J.,  in  Reg.  v.  The  Guardians  of  the  Carnarvon  and 
Anglesea  Union,  8  N.  S.  C.  708,  713-714,(a)  ''That  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  justices  to  make  an  order  of  settlement  and  maintenance  of  a 
pauper  lunatic  commences  from  their  finding  him  '  confined,  or  ordered 
to  be  confined'  in  an  asylum."  Every  motive  of  convenience  would 
lead  to  such  an  enactment.  Therefore,  the  justice  of  the  case,  except 
so  far  as  the  strict  objection  goes,  would  require  such  an  order  as  that 
in  question  to  be  made,  which  is  founded  on  an  order  purporting  to 
be  an  order  of  a  magistrate  for  the  confinement  of  the  lunatic  in  the 
asylum,  without  inquiring  into  the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrate  to 
make  that  order.  I  am 'therefore  of  opinion  that  our  judgment  ought 
to  be  for  the  respondents. 

Cbompton,  J. — I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  conclusion  at  which  my 
brother  Wightman  has  arrived,  and  in  which  I  believe  my  brother 
Mellor  concurs.  We  must  look  at  the  order  as  if  it  had  been  made 
without  authority  by  a  private  individual,  for  it  is  conceded  that  Mr. 
Price,  though  a  justice  of  Margate,  had  no  jurisdiction  to  make  it. 
Therefore  we  have  to  decide  on  the  general  proposition  whether  sect. 
97  of  Stat.  16  k  17  Yict.  c.  97,  relates  to  any  other  pauper  lunatic 
than  one  confined  by  order  of  a  justice  or  other  person  having 
authority  to  make  such  order ;  and  I  cannot  say  that  I  agree  with  the 
view  of  my  brother  *  Wightman  that  the  difficulty  of  ascertaiur  r^ooQ 
ing  the  jurisdiction  to  make  the  order  which  must  arise  in  '- 
every  particular  case  can  affect  our  decision.  The  Act  of  Parliament 
has  not  made  any  provision  for  such  a  case;  probably  the  hardship 
of  it  did  not  occur  to  the  Legislature.  In  order  to  arrive  at  the  mean^ 
ing  of  sect.  97  we  must  in  this  case  compare  it  with  sect.  67,  which 
gives  jurisdiction  to  a  justice  to  order  any  pauper  deemed  to  be  a 
lunatic  to  be  brought  before  him  to  be  examined,  and,  if  found  to  be 
lunatic,  to  order  him  to  be  conveyed  to  an  asylum.  Sect.  97  must  be 
construed  with  reference  to  that  and  other  sections,  which  give  to 
certain  persons  therein  named  authority  to  send  pauper  lunatics  to  an 
asylum.  Giving  full  effect  to  the  generality  of  the  words  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  97th  section,  they  do  not  satisfy  me  that  the  section 
was  intended  to  include  the  case  of  pauper  lunatics  sent  to  the  asylum 
by  an  unauthorized  person.  The  section  must  be  read  as  if  the  words 
were  "  is  or  has  been  confined  under  the  former  section,"  that  is,  by 
lawful  authority.  Besides,  the  justices  are  to  order  the  overseers  of 
the  parish  in  which  the  pauper  lunatic  is  settled  to  pay  all  expenses 

(•)  And  am  note  (b)  to  Reg.  o.  The  InhsbiUnta  of  Minster,  14  Q.  B.  857  (B.  C.  L.  B.  toI.  68). 
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iDCurred  in  and  about  his  examination,  "and  the  bringing  him  before 
a  justice  or  justices,"  and  his  conveyance  to  the  asylum.  It  seems  to 
me  a  question  of  great  doubt  whether  sect.  97  could  be  meant  to  apply 
to  any  expenses  except  those  incurred  when  the  pauper  lunatic  had 
been  brought  before  the  proper  authority,  and  had  been  legally  sent 
to  an  asylum. 

The  cases  cited  are  reconcilable  with  this  view.  In  Reg.  v.  The 
Cluardians  of  the  Carnarvon  and  Anglesea  Union,  3  N.  S.  C.  708,(a) 
*2911  ^*  ^*^  decided  that  the  order  under  which  the  ^lunatic  was  sent  . 

■'  to  the  asylum  was  not  to  be  presumed  to  be  bad  from  the  re- 
cital of  it  in  the  order  of  settlement  and  maintenance,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  not  necessary  that  the  latter  order  should  set  out  all  that  appeared 
in  the  original  order.  In  Reg.  v.  Ryddlan,  14  Q.  B.  327,  339  (E.  G 
L.  R.  vol.  68),  Erie,  J.,  expressly  says,  '*  I  think  that,  in  the  present 
case,  there  should,  at  all  events,  be  a  presumption  of  jurisdiction  until 
the  contrary  appears."  He  also  thought  that  the  provisions  of  the 
48th  section  of  stat.  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  126,  as  to  the  mode  of  bringing  the 
lunatic  before  the  magistrates,  were  directory  only.  I  agree  with  him 
in  both  those  opinions.  Though  the  original  order  is  not  good  as 
recited,  it  may  be  presumed  to  be  right  when  the  acts  done  under  it 
have  been  adopted  by  the  parish;  and  the  cases  of  Reg.  v.  The 
Guardians  of  the  Carnarvon  and  Anglesea  Union,  3  N.  S.  C.  708, 
71»-714,(a)  and  Reg.  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Crediton,  E.  B.  &  E.  231, 
242  (B.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96),  in  which  Erie,  J.,  enunciated  the  proposition 
which  has  been  referred  to,  are  within  the  distinction  that  the  pro- 
visions as  to  bringing  the  pauper  lunatic  before  the  justice  and  his 
conveyance  to  the  asylum  are  directory  only.  But  Lord  Campbell, 
in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court  in  Reg.  v.  The  Inhabitants 
of  Minster,  14  Q.  B.  349,  362  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  68),  points  to  the  right 
view  when  he  says,  "  As  the  pauper  lunatic  was  de  facto  confined,  and 
as  that  confinement  was  not  unlawful,  the  jurisdiction  for  adjudicating 
on  the  settlement  under  sect.  58,  and  for  making  an  order  for  main- 
tenance under  sect.  62,  attached,  sect.  68  applying  to  all  cases  of 
pauper  lunatics  confined  or  ordered  to  be  confined  in  an  asylum,  and 
^2921  ^^^'  ^^  ^PP'y^^E  ^^  ^^^  cases  *of  pauper  lunatics  sent  to  an 
-*  asylum  when  the  settlement  shall  have  been  adjudged  under 
sect.  58." 

The  justices,  when  they  adjudicate  on  the  settlement,  ought  to  take 
care  that  a  proper  order  for  sending  the  pauper  lunatic  to  the  asylum 
has  been  made,  because  there  is  no  appeal  against  that  order,  and 
they  have  jurisdiction  to  decide  whether  it  is  valid  or  invalid.  We 
are  now  put  in  the  place  of  the  quarter  sessions,  and  we  are  to  see 
whether  Mr.  Norton  had  authority  to  make  the  order  by  which  the 
appellants  are  fixed  with  the  future  maintenance  of  the  pauper  lunatic. 
One  question  for  the  decision  of  the  quarter  sessions  would  be,  whether 
the  pauper  lunatic  was  properly  sent  to  the  asylum,  and  it  is  clear 
that  he  was  not,  as  the  person  who  took  upon  himself  to  act  in  send- 
ing him  was  a  mere  stranger. 

M£LLOR,  J. — With  deference  to  the  opinion  of  my  brother  Crompton, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  reasonable  construction  of  the  97th  section 
of  stat.  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  97,  is  that  which  my  brother  Wightman  has 

{a\  And  see  note  (fr)  to  Reg.  v.  The  InbabiUnta  of  Minater,  14  Q.  B.  357  (B.  C.  L.  R.  voL  ($3). 
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given  to  it ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  enormous  inconveniences 
would  arise  from  any  other  construction.  I  think  that  the  words  of 
the  section,  "is  or  has  been  confined,*'  were  advisedly  used.  They 
difier  from  the  words  of  sect.  96,  "when  any  pauper  lunatic  is  con- 
fined under  the  provisions  of  this  act;"  and  give  jurisdiction  to  the 
justices  to  adjudge  the  settlement  of  the  pauper  lunatic,  and  make 
an  order  of  maintenance  under  the  following  conditions,  viz.,  that  the 
person  shall  be  a  pauper  lunatic  brought  from  the  complaining  parish 
and  chargeable  to  it,  and  that  he  should  be  in  confinement,  and  set- 
tled in  the  parish  on  which  the  order  is  made.  All  these  conditions, 
which  go  to  the  merits  of  the  order,  are  stated  as  existing  in  pogo 
*this  case ;  and  I  think  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  that  the  ^ 
justices  should  go  on  to  inquire  into  the  foundation  of  the  jurisdiction 
under  which  the  pauper  lunatic  was  confined. 

The  opinion  of  Erie,  J.,  in  Beg.  v.  The  Guardians  of  the  Carnarvon 
and  Anglesea  Union,  3  N.  S.  C.  708,  713-714,(a)  goes  to  the  point 
before  us ;  and  the  language  of  Lord  Campbell,  in  the  later  case  of 
Reg.  V.  The  Inhabitants  of  Crediton,  E.  B.  &  B.  231,  241  (E.  C.  L.  R. 
vol.  96),  shows  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  jurisdiction  to  adjudge 
the  settlement  attached  on  the  fact  of  the  pauper  lunatic  being  in  the 
asylum.  One  of  the  objections  was  the  same  as  that  made  today,  and 
he  said,  ''It  appears  to  me  .  .  .  that  none  of  the  objections  made 
are  sustainable,"  and  Erie,  J.,  adhered  to  the  opinion  which  he  had 
before  expressed,  in  Reg.  v.  The  Guardians  of  the  Carnarvon  and 
Anglesea  Union,  3  N.  S.  C.  708,  713-714:,(a)  as  to  the  construction  of 
the  previous  Act,  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  126,  viz.,  that  the  two  main  facts 
which  give  jurisdiction  to  make  the  order  of  settlement  and  mainte- 
nance are,  the  pauper  lunatic  being  confined  in  the  asylum  and  being 
settled  in  the  parish  on  which  the  order  is  made. 

On  these  grounds  I  am  of  opinion  that  our  judgment  ought  to  be 
for  the  respondents.  Judgment  for  the  respondents. 

(o)  And  see  note  (6)  to  Beg.  «.  The  Inhabitants  of  Minster,  14  Q.  B.  357  (E.  C.  L.  R.  yol.  08). 


♦The  QUEEN  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  CHIDDINGSTONE.  r^^^A 

pc6.  13.  L  ^^* 

Poor  law  audit. — Reopening  accounts. — Pauper  lunatic 

In  1S54,  a  panper  lunatic  was  sent  to  an  asylum  at  the  oharge  of  the  pariah  of  C,  in  which 
she  had  acquired  the  status  of  irremovability.  Her  maintenance  was  charged  to  C,  and  allowed 
in  the  half-yearly  audits  until  Michaelmas,  1860,  when  the  oyerseer  of  C.  objected  that  they 
ought  to  be  charged  to  the  common  fund  of  the  Union  to  which  C.  belonged.  The  auditor  dis- 
allowed the  costs  for  the  six  months  ending  Michaelmas,  1860,  against  the  parish,  and  trans- 
ferred them  to  the  common  Union  fund  account,  but  refused  to  reopen  the  accounts  previously 
audited.  On  motion  to  vary  the  allowance,  brought  up  by  certiorari  under  stat.  7  4  8  Vict,  c 
101,  s.  35,  by  crediting  the  parish  of  C.  with  the  sums  paid  in  previous  years  and  debiting  the 
common  fund  of  the  Union  with  those  sums :  held,  that  the  auditor  did  right  in  not  reopening 
the  aeeonnts  previously  audited. 

In  Easter  Term,  1861, 

Barrow  obtained  a  rule,  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitant  ratepayers  of 
the  parish  of  Chiddingstone,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  calling  upon  G. 
M.  Arnold,  Esq.,  Auditor  of  the  West  Kent  Audit  District,  to  show 


Digitized  by 


Google 


294  REGINA  t;.  CHIDDINGSTONE.    H.  V.  1862. 

cause  why  the  allowance  made  by  him,  on  the  7th  December,  I860,  in 
the  accounts  of  the  Sevenoaks  Union  for  the  half  year  ending  Michael- 
mas Day,  1860,  should  not  be  varied  by  crediting  the  parish  of  Chid- 
dingstone  with  150/.  18^.  4d.,  and  debiting  the  common  fund  of  the 
said  Union  with  the  same  sum. 

The  auditor's  certificate,  which  had  been  removed  by  certiorari 
under  stat.  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  101,  s.  86,  was  as  follows :  "  I  hereby  certify 
that,  in  the  accounts  for  the  half  year  ending  Michaelmas  Day,  1860, 
contained  in  the  general  and  parochial  ledgers  of  and  belonmng  to  the 
*2951  ^^^^^  ^^  guardians  of  the  Sevenoaks  Union,  I  have  *dis- 
^  allowed  the  sum  of  11/.  17«.  8(1,  charged  therein  against  the 
parish  of  Chiddingstone,  for  and  in  respect  of  the  maintenance  of  Jane 
Medhurst,  a  lunatic;  and  I  have  transferred  the  said  charge  of  112. 
lis.  8d.  to  the  debit  of  the  common  fund  account,  entered  in  the  said 
general  ledger,  and  subject  to  the  said  disallowance  I  have  allowed 
the  said  account  in  all  other  respects. 

**  My  reasons  for  the  above  disallowance  are  as  follow :  that  Jane 
Medhurst,  a  pauper  lunatic,  was,  in  1854,  sent  to  the  Kent  County 
Lunatic  Asylum,  at  the  charge  of  the  parish  of  Chiddingstone,  from 
which  parish  she  was  then  irremovable  from  length  of  residence,  her 
settlement  being  elsewhere.  Her  maintenance  continued  to  be  charged 
by  the  lunatic  asylum  to  the  said  parish ;  and  the  guardians  of  the 
Union,  who  paid  the  same,  also  charged  such  payments  in  like  man* 
ner  to  the  said  parish  in  their  half-yearly  accounts  from  that  period 
up  to  the  present  time.  The  steward  of  the  said  asylum  refused  an 
application  to  transfer  the  charge  for  the  maintenance  of  the  lunatic 
to  the  guardians  of  the  Union,  in  respect  of  their  common  fund,  with- 
out  an  order  of  justices,  under  'The  Lunatic  Asylums  Act,  1853,' 
16  &  17  Vict.  c.  97. 

"Two  justices,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1858,  made  an  order,  which 
was  prei>ared  for  signature  (but  not  actually  signed  till  two  years 
laterX  ordering  the  payment  of  8/.,  the  expenses  of  the  pauper's  ex- 
iamination,  and  100/.  6^.  8c/.,  the  accumulated  amount  of  her  mainte- 
nance, &c.,  at  the  asylum,  from  the  10th  March,  1854  (when  the  lunatic 
was  sent  to  the  asylum),  to  that  date,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  common 
fund ;  and  this  order  was  considered  to  be  authorized  by  the  102d 
section  of  the  said  Act.  The  order  also  similarly  provided  for  the 
payment  of  the  future  maintenance. 

^2961  *"  '^^^  ^^^^  amount  of  maintenance,  from  the  period  of  the 
^  pauper  being  sent  to  the  asylum  up  to  the  end  of  the  Lady 
Day  half  year  1860,  is  150/.  18^.  4td. ;  the  further  cost  of  maintenance 
for  the  half  year  ending  Michaelmas,  1860,  included  in  the  accounts 
now  under  audit  by  me,  is  the  said  sum  of  11/.  17^.  8d. 

"  The  overseers  of  the  parish  of  Chiddingstone,  as  ratepayers  of 
that  parish  and  otherwise,  requested  me,  by  their  solicitor,  to  disallow 
the  accumulated  charge  of  162/.  16^.,  as  entered  in  the  Union  ledgers 
against  the  said  parish,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  charge  the  whole  of 
such  sum  against  the  common  fund  account. 

*'  The  clerk  to  the  guardians,  while  admitting  that  the  parish  of 
Chiddingstone  was  equitably  entitled  to  relief,  contended  that  sect;^102 
of  the  said  Act  was  controlled  by  sect.  97,  and  that  the  justices  could 
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order  the  payment  of  the  costs  of  the  twelve  previous  calendar  months' 
mainteoaoce  only. 

'*  Having  beard  what  was  alleged  on  both  sides,  I  have  made  the 
eertificate  of  disallowance  and  allowance  as  above,  and  my  reason  for^ 
•0  roach  of  the  same  as  relates  to  the  said  disallowance  is  that,  under' 
tbe  said  order  of  justices  of  the  28th  April,  1858,  the  maintenance  of 
die  said  lunatic  for  the  half  year  ending  Michaelmas,  1860,  ought  to 
have  been  charged  by  the  guardians  of  the  said  Union  upon  the  com- 
mon fund  of  the  said  Union,  and  not  against  the  said  parish :  and  for 
the  said  allowance,  that  I  have  no  power  by  law  as  auditor  to  reopen 
Ae  acooants  of  the  several  half  years  previous  to  the  accounts  of  the 
half  year,  to  wit,  the  half  year  ending  Michaelmas,  1860,  now  under 
my  examination,  the  said  accounts  of  the  said  previous  half  vears 
having  been  long  since  by  me  examined,  audited  and  closed,  ana  my 
fiiQctions  of  auditor  in  regard  thereto  having  become  terminated  and 
•discharged.  Witness  my  hand,  this  7th  day  of  December,  r«oQ7 
1860."  "G.  M.  Arnold."       ^  ^^' 

The  parish  of  Ghiddingstone,  in  the  oounty  of  Kent,  is  comprised 
in  tbe  Sevenoaks  Union,  which  Union  is  within  -the  West  Kent  Audit 
District. 

F,  Russell  showed  cause. — First,  the  duty  of  the  auditor  at  the 
time  of  making  the  certificate  was  confined  to  auditing  tbe  accounts 
for  the  half  year  immediately  preceding  Michaelmas,  1860,  and  he  had 
no  power  to  examine  into  the  propriety  of  charges  made  in  the  ac- 
counts of  previous  half  years. 

Secondly,  if  he  had  a  discretion  as  to  opening  the  accounts  of  pre- 
vious half  years,  he  exercised  it  rightly  in  refusing  to  do  so ;  because 
the  parish  officers  and  ratepayers  of  Chiddingstone  had  knowledge,  or 
means  of  knowledge,  during  the  previous  half  years  in  which  the 
panper  lunatic  was  chargeable,  that  the  charge  of  maintaining  her 
was,  under  stat.  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  97,  s.  102,  debited  to  the  account  of 
their  parish  by  the  guardians  of  the  Sevenoaks  Union,  instead  of  to 
the  common  fund  of  the  Union ;  anj3  it  was  tbe  duty  of  tbe  overseers 
and  ratepayers  of  Chiddingstone  to  have  objected,  at  the  audit  of  each 
half  year's  account,  to  any  improper  charge  made  against  them. — 
Tbe  Court  then  called  upon 

Barrow,  to  support  the  rule. — It  was  the  object  of  stat.  16  &  17 
Vict.  c.  97,  to  make  the  same  regulations  with  respect  to  the  settle- 
ment of  pauper  lunatics  as  had  previously  prevailed  with  respect  to 
ordinary  paupers.  Sect.  97  empowers  two  justices  *'at  any  time  to 
inquire  into  the  last  legal  settlement"  of  a  pauper  lunatic  in  an  asylum, 
^and  to  make  an  order  of  settlement  and  maintenance;  limiting  r#oQft 
the  recovery  of  the  expenses  of  past  maintenance  to  those  in-  ^ 
carred  within  twelve  months  previous  to  the  date  of  the  order :  but 
there  is  no  limitation  in  sect.  102,  which  provides  '*  that  all  the  ex- 
penses incurred  since  the  29tb  September,  1853,  or  hereafter  to  be 
incurred,'*  in  and  about  the  maintenance  of  a  pauper  lunatic  in  an 
asylum,  *'  who  would,  at  the  time  of  his  being  conveyed  to  such  asylum, 
have  been  exempt  from  removal  to  the  parish  of  his  settlement"  by 
reason  of  stat.  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  66,  shall  be  charged  to  the  common 
fund  of  the  Union.  In  Knowles  v.  Trafford,  in  error,  7  E.  &  B.  144, 
152  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  90),  an  order  of  justices  was  made  under  sect. 
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■ 

102 ;  but  no  order  was  necessary,  for  the  officers  of  tbe  Union  were 
bound  to  obey  that  section  without  an  order.  [Cbompton,  J. — That 
case  only  decides  that  an  order  on  the  parish  for  payment  of  the 
maintenance  of  a  pauper  lunatic  who  was  irremovable,  made  pre- 
viously to  Stat.  16  k  17  Yict.  c.  97,  was  annulled  by  that  statute ;  here 
the  parish  have  paid  without  an  order.  If  no  order  was  necessary, 
there  could  be  no  appeal,  and  the  auditor  would  have  to  look  into  and 
decide  the  matter,  instead  of  the  justices.]  It  is  no  answer  that  there 
has  been  a  previous  audit  in  which  these  charges  have  been  passed. 
The  parish  of  Chiddingstone  did  not  know  until  1868,  that  the  pau- 
per lunatic  had  acquir^  the  status  of  irremovability.  [Wightman, 
J. — It  was  rather  for  the  parish  of  Chiddingstone  than  for  the  guar- 
dians of  the  Union  to  know  that  fact.  One  audit  having  gone  by 
might  not  preclude  the  auditor  from  reopening  accounts  previoosly 
audited ;  but  here  there  have  been  several.]  By  the  48th  article  of 
♦9Qftl  ^^^  General  Order  for  Accounts,  issued  by  the  Poor  *Law 
^^^  Commissioners  17th  March,  1847,(a)  "  The  clerk  shall,  at  all 
reasonable  times»  at  the  request  of  any  owner  of  property  or  rate- 
payer in  the  Union,  permit  him  to  inspect  the  statements  of  the  Union 
or  parish  accounts  for  the  twelve  months  prior  to  the  last  audit  ;^ 
which  shows  that  accounts  may  be  re-examined  after  an  audit. 
Pkb  Cubiam  (Wightman,  Cbompton  and  Mbllob,  JJ.) 

Rule  discharged* 

(a)  See  Oeneral  Orders  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  by  Lumley,  p.  61.    Consolidated  and 
other  Orders  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  and  the  Poor  Law  board,  by  Glen,  p.  3S8. 


PARKER,  Appellant,  v.  GREEN,  Respondent.    Feb.  14. 

Evidence. — Competency  of  voiiness. — 9  G.  4,  c.  ^l. — Persons  of  notoriousUf  bad 

character  ^—Prostitutes, 

On  the  hearing  of  an  information  before  two  jastioes  of  the  peaoe,  preferred  under  the  9  O. 
4,  e.  01,  against  a  person  licensed  to  sell  excisable  liquors  by  retail,  for  that  he  did  **  unlawfully 
and  knowingly  permit  and  suffer  persons  of  notoriously  bad  eharaoter  to  assemble  and  meet 
together  in  his  house  and  premises  :"  held, 

1.  That  the  defendant  was  not  a  competent  witness. 

2.  It  having  been  pro  red  that  on  the  occasion  in  question  a  number  of  prostitutes  (fourteen 
at  the  least)  assembled  and  met  together  at  the  house  of  the  defendant,  that  it  was  admissible 
evidence  against  him  that  on  a  previous  occasion  several  of  the  «aiii«  prostitutes  assembled  an4 
met  together  at  his  hnuse. 

3.  Prostitutes,  as  such,  are  **  persons  of  notoriously  bad  eharaoter"  within  the  meaning  of  tbe 
license. 

Case  stated  under  the  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  48,  s.  2.  Some  portions  of 
it  having  no  reference  to  the  questions  argued  before  the  Court  are 
omitted. 

At  a  petty  sessions  of  the  peace,  holden  at  the  Guildhall  of  the 
*3001  ^^""^^^^  ^f  Plymouth,  on  the  16th  May,  1861,  *an  information 
■*  preferred  by  Thomas  Green,  an  inspector  of  police  for  the  said 
borough  (hereinafter  called  the  respondent),  against  John  Parker 
(hereinafter  called  the  appellant),  under  sect.  21  of  the  Act  of  9  G.  4, 
c.  61,  charging  for  that  he  the  said  John  Parker,  on  the  13th  of  May 
1861,  at  the  borough  aforesaid,  being  then  and  there  a  person  duly 
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licensed  to  sell  excisable  liquors  by  retail  under  and  by  virtue  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament  in  that  behalf,  in  his  house  and  premises  there 
situate  did  then  and  there,  to  wit,  on  the  said  18th  May,  unlawfully 
and  knowingly  permit  and  suffer  divers  persons  of  notoriously  bad 
character  to  assemble  and  meet  together  in  his  said  house  and  premi- 
ses, so  licensed  as  aforesaid,  against  the  tenor  of  his  said  license,  and 
contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided, 
came  on  for  hearing  before  us,  the  undersigned,  William  Luscombe, 
Esq.,  Mayor,  and  David  Derry,  Esq.,  being  two  justices  of,  and  acting 
for,  the  said  borough  of  Plymouth,  the  parties  respectively  being  then 
present  with  their  respective  attorneys,  and  the  appellant  having 
pleaded  not  guilty  to  the  said  information. 

The  case  having  stated  that  the  hearing  of  the  cause  was  adjourned 
to  the  23d  May,  1861,  proceeded  thus. — ^The  said  charge  was  accord- 
ingly duly  heard  and  determined  by  us:  and,  upon  such  hearing,  the 
appellant  was  duly  convicted  before  us  of  the  said  offence,  and  we 
adjudged  him  guilty  as  of  a  first  offence  against  the  provisions  of  the 
said  Act  9  G.  4,  c.  61,  relative  to  the  maintenance  of  good  order  and 
rule,  and  to  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  52.,  to  be  paid  and  applied  ac- 
cording to  law,  and  also  to  pay  to  the  respondent  the  sum  of  16s.  for 
the  costs  of  such  conviction :  and  if  the  said  sums  should  not  be  paid 
*forthwith,  we  ordered  that  the  same  should  be  levied  by  dis-  [-♦oai 
tress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  appel-  ^ 
lant:  and  in  default  of  payment  and  sufficient  distress  in  that  behalf 
we  adjudged  the  said  appellant  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  gaol  at  the 
borough  of  Plymouth  aforesaid,  for  the  space  of  one  calendar  month, 
unless  the  said  several  sums  and  all  costs  and  charges  of  the  said  dis- 
tress should  be  sooner  paid. 

At  the  general  annual  licensing  meeting  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
of  the  borough  of  Plymouth,  held  at  the  Guildhall  thereof,  on  the 
5th  of  September,  1860,  a  license  was  granted  to  the  appellant  to  au- 
thorize and  empower  him  to  keep  an  inn,  ale  house  or  victualling 
house,  at  the  sign  of  the,  &c.,  situate  in,  &c.,  in  the  said  borough, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  public  thoroughfares  in  the  said  borough  ; 
and  by  the  said  license  (which  is  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  said 
Act  9  G.  4,  c.  61)  it  is  provided  (amongst  other  things)  that  the  ap- 
pellant "  do  not  knowingly  permit  or  suffer  persons  of  notoriously  bad 
character  to  assemble  and  meet  together  therein ;"  which  license  was 
to  continue  in  force  from  the  10th  October  then  next  until  the  10th 
October  then  next  following. 

The  case  then  set  out  the  evidence,  by  which  it  appeared  that,  on 
the  occasion  in  question,  13th  May,  1861,  a  large  number  of  prostitutes 
were  seen  in  the  bar  of  the  appellant's  premises,  who  were  acting  in  a 
disorderly  manner,  and  proceeded  thus. 

The  attorney  for  the  respondent  then  put  the  following  question  to 
the  witness :  '*  did  you  ever  see  any  of  the  women  present  on  the 
night  of  the  13th  instant  in  Mr.  Parker's  presence  in  the  same  r«g()o 
bar  at  any  other  time  7"  *  Whereupon  the  attorney  for  the  ap-  '- 
pellant  objected  to  the  question,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  a  sum- 
mons of  a  previous  date  for  a  similar  offence,  alleged  on  the  11th  May, 
1861,  against  the  appellant;  and  his  attorney  placed  the  summons 
before  the  bench.     Upon  which,  the  attorney  for  the  respondent  stated 
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that  he  withdrew  that  summons  (which  in  fact  was;  at  the  close  of  the 
present  case,  called  on  and  dismissed  without  any  evidence  being 
offered  by  the  respondent),  and  insisted  on  putting  the  question  in 
order  to  show  that  the  appellant  knowingly  permitted  and  suffered 
persons  of  notoriously  bad  character  to  assemble  and  meet  together 
in  his  house.  We  thereupon  overruled  the  objection  taken  by  the 
appellant's  attorney,  on  the  ground  that  the  question  was  relevant,  as 
tending  to  show  the  guilty  knowledge  of  the  appellant.  The  witness 
then  stated  as  follows,  on  the  above  question  being  repeated,  "  Yes,  on 
the  Saturday  night  before,  and  on  other  occasions  before  that,  I  mean 
Saturday  the  11th  instant.  I  mean  by  other  occasions  at  other  times 
within  the  last  two  months." 

The  attorney  for  the  appellant  addressed  the  bench  on  his  behalf, 
and  in  the  course  of  his  address  took  the  following  objections,  and 
contended : — 

Second,  that  prostitutes  were  not  persons  of  notoriously  bad  charac- 
ter within  the  meaning  of  the  license  granted  to  the  appellant 

Third,  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  they  assembled  and  met,  or 
were  there  for  any  other  purpose  than  for  refreshment. 

Fifth,  that  evidence  of  what  took  place  at  the  appellant's  house  on 
the  11th  of  May,  or  on  any  other  previous  occasion,  was  improperly 
received  and  ought  to  have  been  rejected. 

^3031       *Sixth,  the  appellant's  attorney  proposed  to  produce  and 
^  examine  the  appellant,  to  explain  how  he  conducted  his  busi- 
ness. 

At  the  close  of  the  address  of  appellant's  attorney,  he  called  the 
appellant  and  tendered  him  as  a  witness ;  we  refused  to  receive  the 
evidence  of  the  appellant  as  being  contrary  to  law,  and  on  the  grounds 
that  he  was  incompetent  as  a  witness,  as  he  was  liable,  if  convicted,  to 
be  fined,  and  in  default  of  payment  to  be  committed  to  prison. 

No  other  evidence  was  adduced  on  the  part  of  the  appellant. 

Having  heard  and  considered  the  said  case,  we  are  of  opinion,  and 
find,  that  the  appellant  keeps  the  said  victualling  house  under  the 
license  before  stated. 

We  also  find  that,  on  the  night  in  question,  vi?.,  ISth  May,  1861, 
fourteen  prostitutes  at  the  least  did  assemble  and  meet  together  in  the 
appellant  s  house,  together  with  a  number  of  men.  We  also  find  that 
the  appellant  knew  the  women  were  prostitutes,  and  that  he  know- 
ingly permitted  and  suffered  them  to  assemble  and  meet  together  in 
his  house.  We  further  find  that  the  prostitutes  remained  in  the  ap- 
pellant's house  longer  than  was  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
refreshment,  and  that  they  assembled  and  met  there  for  purposes  con- 
nected with  their  vocation  as  prostitutes.  And  we  are  of  opinion,  and 
find,  that  they  are  persons  of  notoriously  bad  character  within  the 
meaning  of  the  appellant's  license. 

We  received  the  evidence  that  the  same  prostitutes,  or  some  of 

them,  who  were  at  the  appellant's  house  on  the  13th  May,  had  been 

itiQQAi   ^^^^  in  hi^  house  on  previous  ^occasions,  on  the  ground  that 

^  it  tended  to  prove  the  appellant's  guilty  knowledge  of  the  bad 

character  of  the  persons  there  on  the  night  in  question. 

And  lastly,  we  find  the  appellant  was  an  incompetent  witness,  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BBST  k  SMITH.    Q.  B.  304 

therefore  we  refused  to  receive  his  evidence  on  the  ground  before 
stated. 

And  hereupon  we  the  said  justices  respectively  request  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  whether  our  determination  upon 
the  facts  and  grounds  previously  stated  is  or  is  not  erroneous  in  point 
of  law,  or  what  further  should  be  done  in  the  premises. 

Welsby,  for  the  respondent. — First,  the  received  evidence  was  re- 
levant. The  conviction  is  under  the  9  G.  4,  c.  61,  sect.  21  of  which 
enacts,  "  Every  person  licensed  under  this  Act,  who  shall  be  convicted 
before  two  justices,  acting  in  and  for  the  division  or  place  in  which 
shall  be  situate  the  house  kept,  or  theretofore  kept  by  such  person,  of 
any  offence  against  the  tenor  of  the  license  to  him  granted,  shall,  un- 
less proof  be  adduced  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  justices,  that  such 
person  bad  been  theretofore  convicted  before  two  justices  within  the 
space  of  the  three  years  next  preceding  of  some  offence  against  the 
tenor  of  the  license  subsisting  at  the  time  when  such  last  mentioned 
offence  was  committed,  be  adjudged  by  such  justices  to  be  guilty  of  a 
first  offence  against  the  provisions  of  this  Act  relative  to  the  main- 
tenance of  good  order  and  rule,  and  to  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  not 
exceeding  dl,  together  with  the  costs  of  the  conviction,  &c. ;"  and  the 
offence  is  against  a  clause  in  the  appellant's  license,  which  is  accord- 
ing to  Form  C  given  by  the  schedule  to  the  Act,  that  the  *per-  r^toQ^ 
son  whose  house  is  licensed  "  do  not  knowingly  permit  or  suf-  ^ 
fer  p>ersons  of  notoriously  bad  character  to  assemble  and  meet  together 
therein."  [Cbompton,  J. — Reg.  v.  Oddy,  2  Den.  C.  C.  264,  seems 
against  you.  There,  on  an  indictment  for  stealing  and  for  receiving 
the  property  of  A.,  knowing  it  to  have  been  stolen,  it  was  held,  that 
evidence  of  possession  by  the  accused  of  other  property  stolen  from 
other  persons  was  not  admissible.]  That  case  is  distinguishable.  Here 
the  evidence  was  that  the  same,  or  some  of  the  same,  persons  had 
a^embled  in  the  appellant's  house  on  both  occasion^. 

Secondly,  the  appellant  was  not  a  competent  witness.  In  Cattell, 
appellant,  Ireson,  respondent,  E.  B.  &  E.  91  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96),  it 
was  held  that  an  information,  under  the  1  &  2  W.  4,  c.  32,  s.  23,  for 
using  an  engine  for  the  purpose  of  taking  game  without  a  certificate 
is  a  criminal  proceeding,  and  consequently  that  the  party  charged  is 
an  incompetent  witness.     (He  was  then  stopped.) 

£f.  C.  Lopes,  control. — There  is  a  point  which  has  not  been  noticed 
by  the  other  side.  ''Prostitutes"  are  not  persons  of  ''notoriously  bad 
character,"  within  the  meaning  of  the  condition  in  the  license  granted 
to  the  appellant  under  9  G.  4,  c.  61.  Those  expressions  are  not  con- 
vertible terms,  as  appears  from  the  language  of  several  statutes  where 
both  are  used :  e.  g.  23  &  24  Vict.  c.  27,  s.  32,  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  cvi.  s.  251, 
upon  which  the  case  of  Greig  v.  Bendeno,  27  L.  J.  M.  C.  294,  E.  B.  & 
E.  133,  proceeded.  The  object  of  the  condition  in  the  license  is  to 
prevent  the  assembling  by  common  design  of  thieves  and  similar 
'characters  in  public-houses  for  the  purpose  of  planning  felo-  r^of^a 
nies.  Prostitution,  as  such,  is  not  an  offence  against  society.  ^ 
[Cbompton,  J. — That  raises  another  of  the  points  made  in  the  case, — 
that  prostitutes  shall  not  be  prevented  coming  into  a  public-house  for 
refreshment.]  In  any  event  it  would  be  necessary  to  show  that  they 
behaved  as  prostitutes  while  there.     [Cbompton,  J. — If  I  saw  a  gen* 
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tleman  walking  with  a  prostitute  I  shoulfi  say  he  was  walking  with  a 
person  of  notoriously  bad  character.  Wightman,  J. — We  are  against 
you  on  this.] 

To  proceed  then  to  the  two  points  argued  by  the  other  side.  In 
the  first  place  the  evidence  received  was  of  a  matter  which  took  place 
some  days  before  the  occasion  in  question ;  and  which,  if  true,  might 
be  made  the  subject  of  another  information.  [Crompton,  J. — It  has 
been  held  that  that  latter  circumstance  makes  no  difierence.  But  here 
some  of  the  same  women  had  been  in  the  appellant's  house  on  a  former 
occasion.  WiGHTMAN,  J. — ^That  is  evidence  to  show  knowledge  in 
the  appellantj 

Lastly,  the  appellant  was  a  competent  witness.  The  14  &  15  Vict, 
c  99,  8.  2,  enacts  that  '*  On  the  trial  of  any  issue  joined,  or  of  any 
matter  or  question,  or  on  any  inquiry  arising  in  any  suit,  action,  or 
other  proceeding  in  any  Court  of  justice,  or  before  any  person  having 
by  law,  or  by  consent  of  parties,  authority  to  hear,  receive,  and  ex- 
amine evidence,  the  parties  thereto,  and  the  person  in  whose  behalf 
any  such  suit,  action,  or  other  proceeding  may  be  brought  or  defended, 
shall,  except  as  hereinafter  excepted,  be  competent  and  compeljable  to 
give  evidence,  either  vivd  voce  or  by  deposition,  according  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Court,  on  behalf  of  either  or  any  of  the  parties  to  the  said 
♦8071  ^^^^*  action,  or  other  proceeding."  Sect.  8  *enacts:  ''But 
J  nothing  herein  contained  shall  render  any  person  who  in  any 
criminal  proceeding  is  charged  with  the  commission  of  any  indictable 
offence,  or  any  offence  punishable  on  summary  conviction,  competent 
or  compellable  to  give  evidence  for  or  against  himself  or  herself,  or 
shall  render  any  person  compellable  to  answer  any  question  tending 
to  criminate  himself  or  herself,  or  shall  in  any  criminal  proceeding 
render  any  husband  competent  or  compellable  to  give  evidence  for 
or  against  his  wife,  or  any  wife  competent  or  compellable  to  give  evi- 
dence for  or  against  her  husband."  The  words  in  this  latter  section, 
"any  offence  punishable  on  summary  conviction,"  are  to  be  read  in 
conjunction  with  the  preceding  words,  ''in  any  criminal  proceeding," 
which  override  the  whole  sentence.  There  are  several  kinds  of  sum- 
mary convictions  before  justices  of  the  peace  which  are  not  criminal, 
but  civil  proceedings,  and  where  consequently  the  defendant  is  a  com- 
petent witness — such,  for  instance,  as  proceedings  in  bastardy,  and 
many  forms  of  fiscal  proceedings.  In  The  Attorney •  General  v.  Rad- 
lofi^  10  Exch.  84,  which  was  an  information  in  the  Exchequer  for 
penalties  under  the  Customs  laws,  Martin,  B.,  says,  p.  96,  '*  It  was 
argued  that  this  is  a  criminal  proceeding,  wherein  the  defendant  is 
charged  with  an  offence  punishable  on  summary  conviction;  and  we 
are  all  agreed  that  the  only  question  is,  whether  the  information  in 
the  present  case  is  a  criminal  proceeding  within  the  true  meaning  of 
the  3d  section.  I  think  it  is  not.  There  are  many  crimes  properly 
so  called,  which  are  liable  to  be  punished  on  summary  conviction.  But 
♦8081  ^^^^^  *^^  *  ^^*  number  of  acts  which  in  no  sense  are  *crimes^ 
^  which  are  also  so  punishable ;  such,  for  instance,  as  keeping 
open  public-houses  after  certain  hours,  and  a  variety  of  breaches  of 
police  regulations  which  will  readily  occur  to  the  mind  of  any  one." 
[Cbompton,  J.— Cattell  v.  Ireson,  E.  B.  &  E.  91  (E.  0.  L.  R,  vol.  96J, 
was  subsequent  to  that  case.    Besides,  The  Attorney -General  v.  Baq- 
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loff  is  DO  authority  either  way,  as  the  Court  were  equally  divided  in 
opinion.]  In  Cattell  v,  Ireson  the  marginal  note  is  not  borne  out  by 
the  judgment  of  Lord  Campbell.  In  Legg,  appellant,  Pardoe,  re- 
spondent, 9  C.  B.  N.  S.  289  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  99),  Erie,  C.  J.,  says,  p. 
298,  '*  I  do  not  assent  to  the  doctrine  that  all  ofiences  under  the  Act 
(1  &  2  W.  4,  c.  82)  are  to  be  dealt  with  as  criminal  offences,  because 
in  one  case  it  is  provided  that  imprisonment  with  hard  labour  may  be 
inflicted  for  non-payment  of  the  penalty."  A  man  imprisoned  by  a 
county  court  for  non-payment  of  costs  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  a 
criminal.  [Cbompton,  J. — That  is  a  mere  debt.]  The  information 
in  this  case  was  not  for  an  offence  against  the  law,  but  for  infringing 
a  condition  on  which  a  license  was  granted.  Under  sect.  21  of  9  ii.  4, 
c.  61,  the  justices  have  no  power  to  imprison  the  party  convicted,  and 
can  only  adjudge  him  to  pay  a  sum  by  way  of  forfeiture,  which  may, 
if  necessary,  be  enforced  under  sect.  25  by  imprisonment,  but  without 
hard  labour, — a  distinction  which  is  taken  by  Crompton,  J.,  in  Cattell, 
appellant,  Ireson,  respondent.  [Cbompton,  J. — The  same  might  be  said 
of  a  common  assault.  There  can  be  no  difference  for  this  purpose 
between  sending  to  prison  with  or  without  hard  labour.  Do  you  mean 
to  contend  that  the  appellant  here  could  have  been  examined  as  a 
witness  for  the  prosecution  7]  .  Yes. 
*  Wehhy  was  not  called  on  to  reply.  r*309 

WlOHTMAN,  J. — The  Court  is  against  the  appellant  on  all  ^ 
the  points  which  have  been  made.  We  have  already  expressed  our 
opinion  relative  to  the  admissibility  of  the  evidence  which  was  re- 
ceived ;  and  the  only  point  on  which  any  shadow  of  doubt  can  pre- 
vail is  that  last  one,  relative  to  the  competency  of  the  appellant  as  a 
witness.  But,  in  truth,  this  is  a  criminal  proceeding  within  the  stat 
14  &  15  Yict.  c.  99,  s.  8.  Looking  at  the  9  G.  4,  c.  61,  on  which  the  con- 
viction proceeded,  it  appears  clearly  to  be  treated  as  a  criminal  offence: 
for  sect.  21  enacts,  "  Every  person  licensed  under  this  Act,  who  shall  be 
convicted  before  two  justices,  &c.,  of  any  offence  against  the  tenor  of 
the  license  to  him  granted,  shall,  unless,  &c.,  be  adjudged  by  such 
justices  to  be  guilty  of  a  first  offence  against  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  relative  to  the  maintenance  of  good  order  and  rule;''  and  for  that 
the  punishment  is,  not  imprisonment  it  is  true,  but  a  fine.  And  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  same  section  it  is  provided  that,  on  proof  of  certain 
fiEicts,  the  party  shall  ^'be  adjudgea  to  be  guilty  of  a  third  offence 
against  the  provisions  of  this  Act ;"  and  it  also  goes  on  to  provide  that 
the  justices  may,  in  their  discretion,  adjourn  the  case  to  the  quarter 
sessions,  which  may  "adjudge  such  person  to  be  guilty  of  a  third 
oftence  against  the  provisions  of  this  Act,"  and  ^''punish  9tich  offender 
by  fine,^^ — thus  treating  fine  as  a  punishment  for  ofience  against  good 
order  and  rule.  If  the  argument  of  the  appellant's  counsel  is  right, 
the  appellant  might  be  made  to  convict  himself,  and  be  punished. 

Cbompton,  J.  (the  only  other  Judge  present.) — I  am  *en-  r«Qi  a 
tirely  of  the  same  opinion.  I  thought  at  first  that  the  only  ^ 
tenable  point  was  the  question  of  the  admissibility  of  the  evidence  of 
what  occurred  on  the  former  occasion.  For  as  to  these  prostitutes 
behaving  as  they  did  being  bad  characters,  and  the  landlord  knowing 
it,  I  entertain  no  doubt.  But  Mr.  Welsby  removed  that  difficulty  by 
admitting  that  the  mere  fact  of  the  defendant  having  been  guilty  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


310  PARKER  i;.  GREEN.    H.  V.  1862. 

receiving  prostitutes  before  would  not  do,  and  would  come  within  the 
principle  of  Reg.  v,  Oddy,  2  Den.  C.  C.  264;  but  that  the  questioa 
really  asked  the  witness  was,  had  those  same  women  been  in  the  house 
on  the  former  occasion  ?  That  is  evidence  (slight  I  admit)  of  the  de- 
fendant having  known  them  and  their  character. 

The  remaining  point  is  the  rejection  of  the  evidence  of  the  appel- 
lant when  he  wished  to  be  called  as  a  witness  for  himself,  and  Mr. 
Lopes  made  more  of  that  than  of  the  others.  He  has  put  several 
cases,  and,  among  other  things,  has  cited  some  observations  of  mine 
and  of  a  much  higher  authority.  But  those  observations  of  mine  were 
in  answer  to  an  argument  of  counsel  that  imprisonment  under  this 
enactment  was  imposed,  not  for  the  act,  but  for  the  non-payment  of 
the  fine,  so  that  it  was  analogous  to  a  ca.  sa.  for  debt.  I  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  the  power  to  imprison  was  necessary  to  constitute  the  pro- 
ceeding a  criminal  one. — I  always  thought  otherwise.  The  words  of 
Erie,  C.  J.,,  in  Legg,  appellant,  Pardoe,  respondent,  9  C.  B.  N.S.  289, 
298  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  99),  relate  to  another  matter,  and  his  mind  was 
not  directed  to  the  question  now  before  us. 

I  therefore  come  to  the  question,  are  these  criminal  proceedings  7 

For  the  Legislature  has  taken  care  that  a  man  shall  not  be  competent 

or  compellable  in  such  proceedings  to  give  evidence  for  or  against 

♦Sin  ^^°^®®^f'  ^^  ^®  *oompellable  to  criminate  himself.     Whether 

-*  the  law  should  be  altered  in  these  respects  we  need  not  inquire. 

It  is  well  established  that,  wherever  a  party  aggrieved  is  suing  for 
a  penalty,  where  the  proceeding  can  be  treated  as  the  suit  of  the 
party, — as,  for  instance,  an  application  for  an  order  in  bastardy, — ^the 
proceeding  is  a  civil  one,  and  the  defendant  is  a  competent  witness. 
But  when  a  proceeding  is  treated  by  a  statute  as  imposing  a  penalty 
for  an  offence  against  the  public,  the  amount  of  which  penalty  is  to 
be  meted  by  the  justices  according  to  the  magnitude  of  the  offence, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  proceeding  is  a  criminal  one.  This  is 
not  like  the  case  of  a  suit  by  a  private  individual  for  his  own  benefit, 
nor  like  the  Attorney-General  v.  Badloff,  10  Exch.  84,  where  the 
Grown  was  suing  for  a  penalty  for  its  own  use.    Sect.  25  of  this  Act 

Erovides  that,  if  the  pecuniary  penalty  be  not  paid,  it  may  be  enforced 
y  distress,  and  if  that  be  not  practicable,  then  by  committal  '*  to  the 
common  gaol  or  to  the  house  of  correction  \"  and  this  therefore  raises 
the  point  distinctly,  what  is  the  effect  of  a  statute  rendering  a  party 
liable  to  be  fined  and  imprisoned  if  a  fine  imposed  on  him  be  not  paid  ? 
I  am  of  opinion  that  that  provision  constitutes  the  act  an  offence 
against  the  public,  and  the  proceeding  a  criminal  proceeding ;  and  I 
will  go  farther,  and  say  that  the  consequence  would  be  the  same  if 
the  statute  had  only  provided  that  the  act  should  be  punished  by  fine. 
I  think  therefore  that  the  justices  did  right  in  rejecting  this  testi* 
mony.  Conviction  a^S-r'^'vl 
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♦WILLIAMS  V.  ADAMS.     Feb.  15.  [*812 

6  <fc  6  W,4,c,  50,  #.  73. — Order  of  Justice. —  Question  whether  highway  or  not. 

By  aect  73  of  staL  5  A  6  W.  4,  o.  50,  if  any  matter  or  thing  shall  be  laid  upon  a  highway  so 
as  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  shall  not,  after  notice  given  by  the  surveyor,  lo.,  be  forth  iVith  removed, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  surreyor,  Ao.,  by  order  of  a  justice,  to  clear  the  highway  by  removing 
the  said  matter  or  thing,  and  to  dispose  of  the  same.  Upon  an  application  for  an  order  under 
the  above  section  against  a  person  through  whose  land  a  road  passed ;  held,  that  the  justioes  had 
jurisdiction  to  try  whether  the  locus  in  quo  was  a  highway  or  only  an  occupation  road. 

Case  stated  by  justices  under  stat.  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  48,  s.  2. 

Upon  an  information  preferred  by  Thomas  Adams,  the  respondent, 
the  surveyor  of  the  highways  in  the  parish  of  Marden,  in  the  county 
of  Hereford,  against  John  Price  Williams,  the  appellant,  under  sect. 
78  of  the  Highway  Act,  5  &  6  W.  4,  o.  50,  charging  that  the  appel- 
lant, having  placed  a  quantity  of  scrapings,  stone,  and  rubbish  on  a 
certain  highway  in  the  said  parish,  had  neglected  to  remove  the  same 
after  notice  so  to  do  had  been  given  to  him  by  the  said  surveyor ;  the 
justices  in  petty  sessions  made  an  order  under  that  section,  the 
validity  of  which  was  contested. 

The  material  facts  stated  were  that,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  infor- 
mation and  complaint,  it  was  proved  on  the  part  of  the  respondent 
that  the  road  in  question  led  to  the  houses  of  the  appellant,  of  the 
vicar  of  the  parish,  and  of  two  other  persons,  and  to  the  parish  church, 
but  that  it  terminated  there,  and  was  not  a  thoroughfare,  and  that  the 
land  on  each  side  of  the  said  road  belonged  to  the  appellant.  It  was 
contended  by  the  appellant  that  as  he  denied  the  roaa  to  be  a  highway 
(although  he  *admitted,  on  the  authority  of  Bateman  v.  Bluck,  c^q-iq 
18  Q.  B.  870  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  83),  that  it  might  be  a  highway  •-  ^^^ 
without  being  a  thoroughfare),  the  title  to  land  was  in  question  and 
therefore  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  was  ousted ;  and  the  only 
question  submitted  to  the  Court  which  it  is  necessary  to  report  was. 
Whether,  under  the  circumstances,  the  justices  had  jurisdiction  to  try 
the  question  whether  the  road  was  a  highway  or  not. 

H.  Matthews,  for  the  respondent. — This  order  was  made  under  sect. 
73  of  Stat.  6  &  6  W.  4,  c.  60,  by  which  it  is  enacted  "  That  if  any 
timber,  stone,  hay,  straw,  dung,  manure,  lime,  soil,  ashes,  rubbish,  or 
other  matter  or  thing  whatsoever  shall  be  laid  upon  any  highway  so 
as  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  shall  not,  after  notice  giving  by  the  surveyor," 
&c.,  **  be  forthwith  removed,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  sur- 
veyor," &c.,  "by  order  in  writing  from  any  one  justice,  to  clear  the 
said  highway  by  removing  the  said  stone,"  &c.,  "  and  to  dispose  of  the 
same,"  &c.,  "  Provided  nevertheless,  that  if  any  soil,  ashes,  or  rubbish 
shall  be  laid  on  any  highway,  and  such  soil,  ashes,  or  rubbish  shall 
not  be  of  sufficient  value  to  defray  the  expense  of  removing  them, 
the  person  who  laid  or  deposited  such  soil,  ashes,  or  rubbish  shall  re- 
pay to  the  said  surveyor,"  ic,  "the  money  which  he  shall  have  ne- 
cessarily expended  for  the  removal  thereof,  which  money,  in  case  ttte 
same  shall  not  be  forthwith  repaid,  shall  be  levied  as  forfeitures  are 
herein  directed  to  be  levied."  The  justices  were  bound  to  inquire 
into  the  fact  whether  the  way  in  question  was  a  highway  :  Thompson 
V.  Ingham,  14  Q.  B.  710  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  68).    (He  was  then  stopped.) 
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««ii/ti  ^^.V»  for  the  appellant. — ^This  case  is  within  the  rule  *8tated 
^^^J  by  Coleridge,  J.,  in  Reg.  v.  Cridland,  7  E.  &  B.  858,  868  (E.  C. 
L.  R.  vol.  90),  that  "  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  to  convict  summarily 
ceases  as  soon  as  a  claim  of  title  is  bonfi  fide  made."  [Ckompton, 
J. — In  Paley's  Law  and  Practice  of  Summary  Convictions,  4th  ed.,  p. 
41,  it  is  said  to  be  a  rule  "  that,  where  property  or  title  is  in  question, 
the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  to  hear  and  determine  in  a 
summary  manner  is  ousted,  and  their  hands  tied  from  interfering, 
though  the  facts  be  such  as  they  have  otherwise  authority  to  take 
cognisance  of."  Wightman,  J. — If  justices  could  not  try  the  ques- 
tion whether  this  is  a  highway  or  not,  it  would  be  a  short  formula  for 
getting  rid  of  the  jurisdiction  given  to  them  by  sect.  73  of  stat.  6  &  6 
W.  4,  c.  50,  because  any  stranger  might  dispute  whether  the  way  was 
a  highway  or  not.]  The  question  whether  the  land  of  a  person  is 
subject  to  the  burden  of  a  highway  over  it  is  a  question  of  title ; 
Dykes  v.  Blake,  4  Bing.  N.  C.  463  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  33);  and  the  order 
affects  the  appellant,  because  under  it  the  surveyor  will  proceed  to  sell 
his  property  ;  but  if  a  stranger  and  not  the  owner  had  committed  the 
nuisance,  there  would  be  no  person  before  the  justices  whose  title  to 
the  land  could  be  set  up.  [Wightman,  J. — Might  not  the  appellant 
maintain  an  action  against  the  surveyor  for  removing  his  property?] 
The  action  might  perhaps  be  maintainable  on  the  ground  of  want  of 
jurisdiction.  [Wightman,  J. — The  appellant  might  have  appealed 
against  this  order  to  the  quarter  sessions  under  sect.  105.] 

H,  Matthews,  in  reply. — The  way  in  question  was  a  church  way,  and 
the  land  belonged  to  the  appellant;  and  therefore  title  to  land  did  not 
come  in  question,  f  WiGHTMAN,  J, — Would  not  the  order  be  evidence 
*3151  ^S^'^^^  ^^^  ^appellant  that  the  way  in  question  is  a  highway? 
^  He  is  a  party  to  the  proceedings,  seeing  that  he  is  call^  upon 
to  answer  a  complaint  for  not  removing  the  rubbish  which  he  had 
deposited  on  the  highway.]  There  is  no  provision  in  stat.  6  &  6  W. 
4,  c.  50,  requiring  that  the  person  who  has  deposited  rubbish  on  a 
highway  should  be  summoned ;  besides  which  the  order  would  only 
be  evidence  in  a  proceeding  between  the  same  parties.  The  whole 
jurisdiction  of  the  justice  fails  if  the  way  is  not  a  highway ;  therefore 
he  must  decide  the  question  whether  it  is  one.  [He  cited  Keg.  v.  Day- 
man, 7  E.  &  B.  672  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  90).]  [Wightman,  J.— Sect  73 
of  stat  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  50,  applies  to  a  footway  also.]  The  same 
question  might  arise  on  many  other  sections  of  this  statute. 

Wightman,  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  order  ought  to  be  affirmed. 
In  this  case  the  question  of  title  to  land  did  not  arise.  Tho  land 
belonged  to  the  appellant,  and  there  was  a  right  of  way  over  it  The 
only  question  was,  whether  it  was  a  highway.  There  is  no  clause  in 
the  Highway  Act,  taking  away  the  summary  jurisdiction  of  the  jus- 
tice if  title  to  land  comes  in  question,  like  the  proviso  in  sect.  24  of 
the  Malicious  Trespass  Act,  7  &  8  G.  4,  c.  30,  excepting  injuries  done 
under  a  bonfi  fide  claim  of  right,  or  like  the  clause  in  the  Game  Act, 
1  &  2  W.  4,  c.  32, 8. 30,  which  enables  the  person  charged  with  a  tres- 
pass upon  land  to  prove  by  way  of  defence  any  matter  which  would 
have  been  a  defence  to  an  action  for  such  trespass.  Upon  this  infor- 
mation, under  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  50,  s.  73,  the  magistrate  could  not 
stir  a  step  without  deciding  whether  the  way  in  question  was  a  high- 
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way.  This  he  was  bound  to  determine,  and  the  appellant  is  not  con- 
cluded by  his  decision.  Therefore  *this  case  differs  from  Reg.  r«Qi/» 
V.  Cridland,  7  E.  &  B.  853  (E.  0.  L.  B.  vol.  90),  and  from  ■-  ^^^ 
other  cases  which  might  be  cited. 

Crompton,  J.  (The  only  other  Judge  present.) — At  first  I  was 
struck  by  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Gray  put  the  case: — that  title  to  lan^ 
came  in  question,  because  the  appellant  said,  this  is  my  land  subject 
to  an  easement  of  a  private  right  of  way.  It  is  cle»r,  as  I  said  in  Beg. 
V.  Cridland,  7  E.  &  B.  853  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  90),  p.  871,  that  the  magis- 
trates are  not,  under  the  guise  of  a  conviction,  to  decide  a  question 
of  freehold  title  to  land ;  and,  as  Coleridge,  J.,  said  in  the  same  case, 
p.  869,  this  is  a  rule  which  does  not  depend  upon  a  provision  in  any 
particular  Act  of  Parliament.  But  when  an  Act  of  Parliament  makes 
magistrates  the  very  tribunal  to  decide  whether  the  way  is  a  highway 
or  not,  the  legislature  must  have  supposed  them  competent  to  decide 
it ;  and  as  Mr.  Matthews  said,  the  question  whether  it  is  a  highway 
or  not  lies  at  the  foundation  of  their  jurisdiction.  What  is  the  dis- 
pute?— not  whether  the  appellant  haa  title  to  land,  but  whether  the 
way  was  a  highway  or  not.  With  regard  to  every  other  person  ex- 
cept the  owner  of  the  land,  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  right  of  mag- 
istrates to  try  that  question ;  and  where  the  main  object  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  is  to  give  magistrates  jurisdiction  over  a  matter  connected 
with  land,  there  should  be  a  special  provision  in  order  to  take  the 
case  out  of  their  jurisdiction,  or  stay  proceedings,  where  title  is  in 
question  or  there  is  a  bon£  fide  claim  of  right,  as  there  is  in  the  Ma- 
licious Trespass  Act,  7  &  8  Geo.  4,  c.  SO,  s.  24,  the  Act  for  ejectment 
by  magistrates,  14  2  Vict.  o.  74,  s.  8,  and  the  County  Court  Act,  9 
k  10  Yict.  c.  95,  s.  68.  Order  confirmed.(a) 

(a)  See  Beg.  «.  Harden,  3  B.  *  B.  188  (B.  C.  L.  B.  toI.  75). 


*The  QUEEN  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  ST.  GEORGE,  Middlesex.  r*Qi  n 

Feb.  15.  t  817 

9  <i&  10  VM.  c.  66,  8.  i.-^  Order  of  remavdl.^SicfcneM. 

1.  Stat  9  A  10  Viet.  e.  66,  i.  4,  bj  whieb  "  no  warrant  sball  be  granted  for  tbe  remoyal  of 
anj  person  beooaing  ebargeable  in  respeet  of  relief  made  neoessary  bj  sickness,  unless  the 
jnstiees  granting  the  warrant  shall  state  in  snob  warrant  that  they  are  satisfied  that  the  sick- 
ness will  prodnoe  permanent  disabilitj,"  applies  onlj  to  the  ease  of  sickness  of  the  person 
nmoTed. 

S.  Therefore  where  a  man,  in  oonseqnenee  of  sickness,  left  his  wife  and  children  in  the 
respondent  parish,  and  went  into  an  hospital  in  another,  and  his  wife  and  children  became 
chargeable  to  the  respondent  parish,  it  was  held  that  an  order  for  their  removal  to  the  parish 
of  his  settlement  need  not  state  that  the  justices  were  satisfied  that  the  sickness  would  produce 
peramaent  disabilitj. 

Ok  appeal  against  an  order  of  two  justices  for  the  removal  of  Sarah 
Hesketh  and  her  two  children  from  the  parish  of  St.  George,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  to  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  Whitechapel,  the  ses- 
sions quashed  the  order  subject  to  the  opinion  of  this  Court  on  the 
following  case. 

In  the  order  of  removal  above  mentioned,  dated  10th  November, 
18d9»  Sarah  Hesketh  was  described  as  '*  the  wife  of  William  Hesketh. 
II.— 13 
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absent  from  her,  and  out  of  the  said  parish  of  St.  George."  And,  at 
the  time  of  making  such  order,  the  paupers  named  therein,  and  also 
the  husband,  William  Hesketh,  were  legally  settled  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Mary.  Whitechapel.  In  July,  1858,  Sarah  Hesketh,  the  pauper, 
first  came  with  her  husband  and  children  to  reside  in  the  parish  of 
§t.  George.  On  the  14th  April,  1859,  the  pauper's  husband,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  sickness,  left  his  wife  (the  pauper)  and  children  in  the 
parish  of  St.  George,  and  went  into  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  which  is 
*8181  ^^^"^^®  ^°  ^^®  parish  of  *St.  Olave,  Southwark,  in  the  county 
-*  of  Surrey,  and  remained  there  as  a  patient  until  the  5th  of 
May  following,  when  he  left  the  Hospital  and  returned  home  to  his 
wife  and  family,  in  the  parish  of  St.  George,  and  during  all  the  time 
of  his  residence  in  the  Hospital  he  intended  to  return  home  to  that 
parish.  Before  the  husband  lefl  the  Hospital,  namely,  on  the  16th  of 
April,  1859,  the  pauper,  Sarah  Hesketh,  alone,  in  the  absence  of  her 
husband,  applied  for  and  obtained  relief  for  herself  and  children  from 
the  parish  of  St.  George,  which  was  continued  until  May  14th,  1859. 
On  the  23d  May,  1859,  the  husband  of  the  pauper  applied  for  and 
received  relief  from  the  parish  of  St.  George,  which  was  continued 
until  the  21st  June,  1859,  on  which  last  mentioned  day  he  voluntarily 
ceased  to  receive  relief  for  himself  or  his  family.  On  the  31st  of 
August,  1859,  the  pauper's  husband,  in  consequence  of  his  sickness, 
which  was  consumption,  again  left  his  wife  and  family  in  the  parish 
of  St.  George,  and  became  an  inmate  of  Guy's  Hospital,  which  is  situ- 
ate in  the  parish  of  Sl  Olave,  Southwark,  and  remained  there  as  a 
patient  until  several  months  after  the  making  of  the  order  of  removal 
On  the  10th  of  September,  1859,  the  pauper,  alone,  in  the  absence  of 
her  husband,  but  solely  in  consequence  of  his  illness,  applied  for  and 
obtained  relief  for  herself  and  children  from  the  parish  of  St.  George, 
and  continued  in  receipt  of  such  relief  until  the  10th  of  November 
1859,  when  the  order  for  the  removal  of  the  pauper  and  her  childrer 
was  made.  The  pauper's  husband,  subsequently  to  the  making  <>t 
the  order,  left  the  Hospital,  returned  to  his  wife  and  family  in  the 
*81Q1  P^^^®'^  ^^  ^**  George,  and  resided  with  them  until  the  14th  of 
J  June,  1860,  when  he  died.  From  the  time  the  ^pauper's  hus- 
band ceased  to  receive  relief  from  the  parish  of  St.  George,  viz.,  from 
the  2lst  of  June,  1859,  to  the  time  he  went  into  Guy's  Hospital,  on 
the  31st  of  August,  1859,  he  and  his  wife  and  their  children  were 
maintained  partly  by  the  wife's  industry  and  partly  by  pledging  and 
disposing  of  their  furniture,  &c.,  and  from  the  last  mentioned  date  to 
the  10th  of  September,  1859,  the  wife  maintained  herself  and  children 
in  the  same  way,  and  on  that  day  she  applied  for  and  obtained  relief 
from  the  parish  of  St.  George,  as  above  mentioned. 

It  was  contended,  on  behalf  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  Whitechapel, 
the  appellants,  that  the  order  of  removal  ought  to  be  quashed  on  the 
ground,  that  the  relief  given  to  Sarah  Hesketh,  the  pauper,  was  made 
necessary  by  reason  of  the  sickness  of  her  husband,  \Yilliam  Hesketh, 
and  because  the  order  of  removal  did  not  state  that  the  justices  who 
made  it  were  satisfied  that  such  sickness  would  produce  permanent 
•disability  in  the  said  William  Hesketh,  as  required  by  the  statute  9 
A  10  Vict.  c.  66,  8.  4. 

It  was  contended,  on  behalf  of  the  parish  of  St.  George,  the  respond- 
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ents,  that,  as  the  paupers  mentioned  in  the  order  did  not  become 
chargeable  in  respect  of  relief  made  necessary  by  the  sickness  of  any 
one  of  them,  the  order  was  properly  made ;  and  that  the  statute  above 
mentioned  did  not  apply  to  a  case  like  the  present,  where  the  person 
whose  sickness  was  the  cause  of  the  chargeability  of  the  paupers  was 
absent  from  the  parish  obtaining  the  order  of  removal,  ana  not  in- 
cluded in  such  order. 

The  quarter  sessions  quashed  the  order  of  removal  because  r«on/\ 
the  paupers  became  chargeable  in  respect  of  *relief  made  neces-  '■ 
sary  by  the  sickness  of  the  husband,  and  because  such  ord^r  did  not 
state  that  the  justices  who  made  it  were  satisfied  that  such  sickness 
■would  produce  permanent  disability. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  this  Court  was  whether,  from  the 
facts  above  stated,  the  relief  given  to  Sarah  Ilesketh,  the  pauper,  was 
made  necessary  by  sickness  within  the  meaning  of  9  &  10  Victc.  66, 
s.  4,  so  as  to  require  that  the  justices  who  made  the  order  should  have 
stated  therein  that  they  were  satisfied  the  sickness  of  the  husband  of 
the  pauper  would  produce  permanent  disability. 

If  the  Court  should  answer  the  question  in  the  negative,  the  order 
of  Sessions  was  to  be  quashed  and  the  Order  of  removal  confirmed, 
but  if  the  Court  should  answer  the  question  in  the  affirmative,  then 
the  order  of  Sessions  was  to  be  confirmed. 

Metcalfe,  for  the  appellants.— By  stat.  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  66,  s.  4,  "No 
warrant  shall  be  granted  for  the  removal  of  any  person  becoming 
chargeable  in  respect  of  relief  made  necessary  by  sickness  or  accident, 
unless  the  justices  granting  the  warrant  shall  state  in  such  warrant  that 
they  are  satisfied  that  the  sickness  or  accident  will  produce  permanent 
disability."  The  section  does  not  say  that  the  sickness  which  renders 
relief  necessary  and  occasions  chargeability  must  be  the  siekness  of 
the  person  removed.  It  is  immaterial  whether  it  is  the  sickness  of 
the  husband,  the  wife,  or  the  children :-— in  either  case  the  warrant  or 
order  of  removal  should  state  that  the  justices  were  satisfied  that  the 
sickness  would  produce  permanent  disability;  and  the  *omis-  ri^qoi 
sion  of  the  statement  is  ground  of  appeal  against  the  order :  '- 
Reg.  V.  The  Inhabitants  of  Prior's  Hardwick,  12  Q.  B.  168  (E.  C.  L. 
R.  vol.  64),  Reg.  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Bucknell,  8  E.  &  B.  587  (E.  C. 
L.  R.  vol.  77).  By  stat.  4  &  5  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  56,  relief  given  to  the 
wife  and  children  is  relief  given  to  the  husband.  The  effect  of  the 
construction  of  sect.  4  of  stat.  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  66,  contended  for  by  the 
respondents  would  be  that  if  the  husband  was  separated  from  his 
family  for  a  few  days  by  sickness,  or  accident,  and  his  wife  and  family 
became  chargeable,  they  would  be  removed  from  the  residence  of  the 
head  of  the  femily,  which  is  contrary  to  the  policy  of  the  statute. 

Poland,  contri. — The  sickness  of  a  husband  absent  from  his  wife 
does  not  make  it  necessary  that  the  justices  who  are  asked  to  remove 
the  wife  should  inquire  whether  the  sickness  will  produce  permanent 
disability.  To  bring  a  case  within  stat.  9  &  10  Yict.  c.  66,  s.  4,  the 
sickness  must  be  the  sickness  of  the  person  to  whom  the  relief  is 
given :  for  this  purpose  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  husband  is  in  a 
hospital  or  beyond  seas.  When  the  husband  is  absent  the  justices 
have  no  means  of  inquiring  whether  he  is  sick  or  not.  If  the  sick- 
ness may  be  the  sickness  of  any  person  other  than  the  person  men- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


321        REGINA  v.  ST.  GEORGE,  MIDDLESEX.    H.  V.  1862. 

tioned  in  the  order,  the  section  would  apply  in  the  case  of  the  sick- 
ness of  a  grandfather  or  uncle,  or  even  of  a  person  by  whose  bounty 
the  family  were  maintained.  [Cbompton,  J. — The  object  of  the  sta- 
tute was  to  confer  a  personal  exemption  from  removability  on  the 
sick  person.  Wightman,  J. — That  is  the  reasonable  construction  to 
i^QQoi  be  given  to  sect.  4 ;  otherwise  it  would  extend  to  the  cases  of 
J  sickness  mentioned  *by  Mr.  Poland.  Cbompton,  J. — The  ob- 
ject of  sect.  4  is  to  prevent  the  removal  of  persons  upon  whom  removal 
would  be  a  hardship.  The  exemption  is  personal  in  respect  of  sick- 
ness or  accident  producing  temporary  disability — a  state  of  circum- 
stances under  which  the  Legislature  thought  that  a  person  ought  not 
to  be  removed  as  much  as  residence  in  a  parish  for  five  years,  which 
is  provided  for  by  sect.  1.] 
Per  Curiam.    (Wightman  and  Cbompton,  JJ.) 

Order  of  Sessions  quashed. 


The  QUEEN  v.  SYLVESTER  and  Others.    Feb.  17. 

Alehowe  Ucmse. — Rtfusal  to  grant, — 9  O.  4,  c.  61,  #.  1. 

A  Court  of  Qnarter  Seesions,  at  sn  annn»l  lioensing  meeting,  ref^ued  to  renew  m  lieenae  to 
keep  sn  inn,  alehouse  and  yiotnalliog  boose  under  stat  9  Q.  4,  e.  $1,  on  the  ground  that  th« 
applicant  declined  to  take  out  an  excise  license  for  the  sale  of  spirits :  held,  that  this  waa  not 
a  sufficient  legal  ground  for  such  refosaL 

On  appeals  by  Charles  Townsend  Sylvester  and  fourteen  other  per- 
sons to  the  October  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  county  of  Berks,  holden 
at  Abingdon  in  1861,  against  the  refusal  of  the  justices  of  the  borough 
of  Abingdon,  at  the  general  annual  licensing  meeting  for  the  borough 
on  the  29th  August  preceding,  to  renew  to  each  of  the  appellants 
their  licenses  to  keep  an  inn,  alehouse  and  victualling  house  under 
Stat.  9  G.  4,  c.  61,  "  An  Act  to  regulate  the  granting  of  licenses  to 
keepers  of  Inns,  Alehouses  and  Victualling  houses  in  England/'  which 
appeals  were  consolidated,  the  Quarter  Sessions  confirmed  the  refusal 
of  the  justices  subject  to  the  following  case. 

♦8231  *The  house  occupied  by  each  of  the  appellants  had  beea 
^  licensed  as  an  inn,  alehouse  and  victualling  house.  Some  <^ 
the  bouses  had  been  so  licensed  for  a  period  of  fifty  years  and  up- 
wards, and  none  for  a  less  period  than  twenty  years.  Each  of  the 
appellants  had  been  licensed  for  his  house  under  the  9'G.  4,  c.  61, 
during  the  time  he  had  occupied  it,  but  for  the  last  few  years  had 
only  taken  out  an  excise  license  for  the  sale  of  ale,  beer,  &c.,  and  not 
a  license  for  the  sale  of  spirits. 

The  usual  general  annual  licensing  meeting  for  the  borough  of  Ab- 
ingdon, in  the  county  of  Berks,  in  which  the  appellants'  houses  are 
situated,  was  held,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  on  the 
29th  August,  1861.  The  justices  obtained  a  list  of  all  the  licensed 
persons  in  the  borough  of  Abingdon,  and  resolved  not  to  renew  the 
license  of  any  person  who  had  not  during  the  past  year  taken  out  an 
excise  license  to  sell  spirits.  This  list  contained  the  names  of  the  ap- 
pellants and  two  other  persons,  all  of  whom  had  duly  applied  to  the 
justices  at  such  meeting  for  a  renewal  of  their  licenses.     All  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  ft  SMITH.    Q.  B. 


licenses  were  reoewed  except  those  of  persons  who  during  the  past 
year  had  neglected  to  take  out  an  excise  license  to  sell  spirits.  The 
meeting  was  adjourned,  and  the  two  other  persons  attended  that  ad- 
journment, and  the  justices  then  present  renewed  their  licenses  upon 
their  promising  that  they  would  take  out  an  excise  license  for  the 
sale  of  spirits.  The  house  and  premises  of  six  of  the  appellants  are 
rated  at  a  sufficient  sum  to  entitle  them  to  obtain  an  excise  license  to 
sell  beer  under  the  provisions  of  stat.  11  O.  4  &  1  W.  4,  c.  64,  (*'  An 
Act  to  permit  the  general  sale  of  beer  and  cider  by  retail  in  England :" 
amended  by  stats.  4  &  5  W.  4,  c.  85,  and  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  11),  and  they 
have  since  the  hearing  of  the  appeal  obtained  *such  license :  r»Q24 
but  the  houses  and  premises  of  the  remaining  nine  appellants  '- 
are  not  so  rated,  and  they  are  not  able  to  obtain  any  such  license. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  was,  Whether  the  justices 
at  the  annual  licensing  meeting  acted  illegally  in  refusing  to  renew 
the  appellants'  licenses  on  the  sole  ground  that  they  declined  to  take 
out  an  excise  license  for  the  sale  of  spirits  in  addition  to  the  license 
for  the  sale  of  beer.  If  this  Court  should  decide  in  the  affirmative, 
then  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  was  to  be  reversed, 
the  appeals  were  to  be  allowed,  and  the  license  of  each  of  the  appel- 
lants was  to  be  renewed.  If  in  the  negative,  then  the  decision  of  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  was  to  be  affirmed,  and  the  appeals  were 
to  stand  dismissed. 

F.  Lawrence  in  support  of  the  order  of  sessions. — By  stat.  9  G.  4,  c. 
61,  s.  1,  a  general  annual  licensing  meeting  shall  be  held  by  justices 
of  the  peace  in  every  town  corporate,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them 
to  grant  licenses  "to  such  persons  as  they  the  said  justices  shall,  in 
the  execution  of  the  powers  herein  contained,  and  in  the  exercise  of 
their  discretion,  deem  fit  and  proper."  The  justices  have  a  discretion 
tinder  this  section,  and  this  Court  will  not  interfere  with  it  unless  it 
has  been  illegally  exercised.  [Wightman,  J. — The  question  put  to 
us  by  the  sessions  is,  "whether  the  justices  at  the  annual  licensing 
meeting  acted  illegally  in  refusing  to  renew  the  appellants'  licenses 
on  the  sole  ground  that  they  declined  to  take  put  an  excise  license 
for  the  sale  of  spirits."  They  must  mean  fo  ask  us  whether  it  is 
sufficient  legal  ground  of  objection  to  granting  an  alehouse  license 
that  the  person  applying  for  it  had  not  taken  out  an  excise  r«DQe 
'license  lor  the  sale  of  spirits.]  They  may  in  their  discretion  ^ 
apply  that  test.  If  persons  applying  for  a  license  under  stat.  9  G.  4, 
c.  61,  do  not  take  out  a  spirit  license  the  revenue  will  lose  considerably. 

Sawyer  and  J.  0.  Oriffiis,  for  the  appellants.— *In  this  case  the 
licensing  justices  did  not  exercise  a  discretion  as  to  the  persons  to 
whom  licenses  should  be  granted.  When  the  appellants  attended  at 
the  licensing  meeting  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  required  by  sect.  2 
of  stat  9  6.  4,  c.  61,  to  be  given  to  "every  person  keeping  an  inn,  or 
who  shall  have  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  keep  an  inn,  and  to 
apply  for  a  license  to  sell  excisable  liquors  by  retail,  to  be  drunk  or 
consumed  on  the  premises,"  they  were  met  with  a  resolution  of  the 
justices  not  to  grant  a  license  unless  a  condition  which  the  justices 
could  not  legally  impose  was  complied  with.  In  The  Queen  v.  Athay, 
2  Burr.  653,  which  was  an  information  against  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  refusing  to  grant  a  license,  and  the  only  reason  for  the  refusal  was 
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alleged  to  be,  that  the  applicant  declined  paying  a  sum  of  5/.  which 
was  claimed  from  him  upon  a  distinct  account,  and  which  he  denied 
to  be  due,  the  Court  were  of  opinion  that  the  allegation  was  false,  but 
"declared  explicitly  that  justices  of  the  peace  have  no  sort  of  authority 
to  annex  any  such  conditions  to  the  grants  of  these  licenses."  In  The 
Queen  v.  The  Justices  of  Walsall,  24  L.  T.  Ill,  where  the  justices  of 
the  borough  refused  to  hear  an  application  for  a  license  on  the  ground 
that  they  had  come  to  a  resolution  not  to  hear  any  applications  for 
new  licenses,  this  Court  made  a  rule  absolute  for  a  mandamus  to  them 
to  hear  the  application. 

*8261  *^®^  CuBiAM.  (WiGHTMAN  and  Crompton,  JJ.)— We  do 
-I  not  interfere  with  the  discretion  of  the  justices  in  this  matter. 
But  if  we  are  asked  by  them  as  to  the  exercise  of  their  discretion, 
we  think  they  were  wrong.  The  refusal  to  take  out  an  excise  license 
for  the  sale  of  spirits  is  not  a  sufficient  legal  ground  for  refusing  a 
license  under  stat.  9  G.  4,  c.  61. 

Judgment  for  the  appellants. 


The  LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANY,  Appellants,  RICHARDS,  Respondent.    Feb.  17. 

StaL  5Je6  IF.  4,  c.  63,  s.  28. — ConmctUm, — Incorrect  weighing  machine.  , 

Upon  the  oonvictioii  of  »  railway  Company  under  stat.  5  4  6  W.  4,  o.  63,  ••  S8.,  for  having  in 
ibeir  poftesiion  a  weighing  machine  which  upon  examination  thereof,  dulj  made  bj  the  inspeo- 
tor  of  weights  and  measnresy  was  fonnd  to  be  incorrect :  held,  that  a  machine  which,  from  its 
constmctioo,  was  liable  to  yarialion  from  atmospheric  and  other  canses,  and  required  to  be 
adjusted  before  it  was  used,  was  not  incorrect  upon  examination,  within  the  meaning  of  thm 
statute,  if  examined  bj  the  inspector  before  it  had  been  adjusted. 

This  was  an  appeal  against  a  conviction,  by  two  justices  of  the 
county  of  StaflTord,  of  The  London  and  North  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany, for  unlawfully  having  in  their  possession  on  the  16th  July. 
1860,  at  the  Lichfield  Station  of  the  said  railway,  a  weighing  machine 
used  for  the  weighing  oT  goods  for  conveyance  on  the  railway,  which 
was,  upon  examination  thereof  duly  made  by  the  inspector  of  weights 
and  measures,  found  to  be  incorrect,  to  wit,  21  lbs.  weight  out  of 
balance  with  the  imperial  standard  weight,  contrary  to  the  form  of  the 
statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided:  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  68,  s.  28. 
The  sessions  confirmed  the  conviction  subject  to  the  opinion  of  this 
Court  upon  the  following  case. 

*8271  *The  appellants,  The  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
-'  Company,  use  the  machine  in  question  (called  a  weigh  bridge) 
for  the  purpose  of  weighing  the  railway  trucks  into  or  from  which 
goods  conveyed  along  their  line  of  railway  are  laden  or  unladen  at 
their  station  at  Lichfield.  [A  model  of  the  weighing  machine  was  to 
be  produced,  which  it  was  agreed  by  both  parties  might  be  referred 
to  as  part  of  the  case.]  Machines  of  the  same  construction  are  em- 
ployed on  many  railways  in  the  kingdom.  The  parts  of  the  machine 
to  which  it  is  necessary  to  draw  attention  are,  the  steel-yard  which  is 
under  cover  in  a  small  office,  and  the  platform  which  is  outside,  and 
which  works  in  a  frame,  and  rests  upon  levers  connected  with  and 
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acting  apon  the  steel-yard.    Upon  this  platform  are  rails  upon  which 
the  truck  to  be  weighed  is  stopped.     As  these  rails  form  part  of  the 
siding  leading  from  the  main  line  into  the  Company's  warehouse,  all 
tracks  going  into  or  coming  out  of  that  warehouse  must  necessarily 
pass  over  the  platform.     The  weight  of  the  plate  of  iron  and  rails 
which  form  the  platform  is  1$  cwt.,  and  its  size  is        feet  by         feet. 
Being  in  the  open  air,  it  is  exposed  to  any  atmospheric  influence,  and  a 
deposit  of  wet  or  dirt  renders  it  considerably  heavier,  a  shower  of 
rain  causing  an  increase  of  its  weight  of  11   or  12  lbs.;  it  is  also 
liable  to  be  thrown  out  of  poise  by  the  wagons  which  pass  over  it 
from  the  main  line  to  the  warehouse,  causing  the  platform  to  jamb  on 
one  side  of  the  frame,  and  thus  efiecting  a  variation  in  its  weight  and 
bearing.     This  weigh  bridge  is  calculated  to  weigh  up  to  16  tons. 
The  average  weight  of  an  empty  truck  (being  the  lightest  article  that 
is  weighed  upon  the  machine)  is  about  3  tons;  the  arm  of  the  steel- 
yard is  graduated  so  as  to  indicate  variations  of  4  lbs.     An   r»oog 
•approximation  within  half  a  hundred  weight  is,  however,  alone  '■ 
considered  and  charged  for  by  the  Company  on  all  goods  weighed  by 
this  machine.     To  compensate  for  any  derangement  of  the  machine 
eflEected  by  the  causes  above  referred  to,  an  adjusting  ball  is  affixed 
to  the  end  of  the  long  arm  of  the  steel-yard.     This  ball  by  being 
passed  backwards  or  forwards  along  the  thread  of  the  screw  on  which 
It  works,  causes  the  end  to  which  it  is  attached  to  be  heavier  or  lighter, 
and  thus  produces  a  compensation  for  any  variation  in  the  weight  or 
bearing  of  the  platform.     A  copy  of  the  following  instructions  was 
affixed  in  the  office  for  the  guidance  of  the  person  who  had  the 
charge  of,  and  whose  duty  it  was  to  weigh  goods  upon,  the  machine 
in  question. 

"London  and  North  Western  Railway. 

"  Weighing  Machines  and  Weigh  Bridges. 

"Instructions  to  Persons  in  Charge. 

"I.  Every  part  of  the  machine  is  to  be  kept  clean  and  free  from 

iMSCumulations  of  oil  and  dirt,  and  the  registered  label  of  the  machine 

is  to  be  kept  upon  it. 

"  IT.  The  steel-yard  and  poise  are  to  be  kept  bright,  so  that  the  let- 
ters and  figures  may  be  legible. 

**  III.  Once  every  month  the  machine  is  to  be  taken  to  pieces,  all 
the  knife  edges  and  working  parts  cleaned  and  slightly  oiled.  This 
applies  also  to  weigh  bridges,  except  as  respects  their  being  taken  to 
pieces. 

"IV.  First  thing  every  morning  every  machine  is  to  be  accurately 
balanced,  ready  for  work.  Special  care  must  be  taken  that  every 
machine  has  its  own  weights,  and  no  others. 

'*  V.  Every  machine  which  has  a  break,  lever,  or  other  ungearing 
apparatus  is  to  be  carefully  kept  out  of  gear  *except  at  the  r»Qoa 
moment  of  weighing,  in  order  that  no  unnecessary  wear  may  '- 
take  place. 

"  VI.  Every  facility  and  assistance  in  lifting,  &c.,  is  to  be  given  to 
the  weighing  machine  makers  when  they  visit  the  station  to  inspect 
or  repair  the  machine. 
"VII.  Complaints  are  to  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Henry  Pooley,  Liver- 
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pool,  and  in  such  complaints  the  registered  number  of  the  defective 
machine  is  to  be  statea. 

"  W.  Cawkwbll,  General  Manager." 

'*  Euston  Station, 

"November,  1869." 

These  instructions  are  printed  by  the  Company,  and  a  copy  of  them 
is  sent  to  every  station  where  there  is  a  weighing  machine  of  this  de- 
scription. At  some  of  the  stations  of  the  Company  these  machines 
are  used  several  times  in  every  day.  At  the  Lichfield  Station  it  ap- 
peared that  the  machine  in  question  was  sometimes  not  used  for  a 
week  together,  and  was  rarely,  if  ever,  used  two  consecutive  days. 
The  person  who  had  charge  of  the  machine  said  he  considered  that  to 
adjust  it  before  it  was  used  was  a  better  plan  than  to  adjust  it  every 
morning,  as  any  of  the  causes  abpve  referred  to  might  at  any  time 
during  the  day  on  the  morning  of  which  it  had  been  adjusted  throw 
it  out  of  poise,  and  a  fresh  adjustment  Would  be  necessary;  and  that, 
instead  of  balancing  it  every  morning,  he  only  did  so  before  using  it, 
but  that  it  had  never  been  used  without  having  been  previously 
adjusted.  The  respondent,  Maurice  Richards,  the  inspector  of  weights 
and  measures  for  the  district  in  which  the  Company's  station  at  Lich- 
field is  situated,  visited  in  the  course  of  his  duties  the  machine,  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  it,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  July  last, 
and  found  it  in  gear.  The  machine  had  not  been  used  on  the  day  of 
*S301  ^^^  ^inspector's  visit,  and  upon  his  proceeding  to  test  it,  with- 
^  out  making  any  use  of  the  adjusting  ball,  which  he  did  not 
consider  to  be  a  part  of  his  duty  as  inspector,  he  found  that  it  was 
necessary,  in  order  to  put  the  machine  in  poise,  to  place  weights 
amounting  to  21  lbs.  on  the  platform;  a  porter  passed  an  iron  bar 
round  the  frame,  so  as  to  free  the  platform,  and  an  adjustment  having 
been  made  by  another  of  the  Company's  servants  by  moving  the  ad- 
justing ball,  and  the  weights  placed  on  the  platform  by  the  inspectoi 
having  been  removed,  the  machine  was  found  to  balance.  The  inspec- 
tor of  weights  and  measures  for  the  borough  of  Birmingham  deposed 
that  he  considered  a  machine  of  that  capacity  which  would  weigh 
within  40  lbs.  to  be  correct.  The  machine  has  remained  and  still  is 
in  the  same  state  as  it  was  at  the  date  of  the  inspector's  visit,  and 
upon  the  adjustment  which  the  appellants  contend  for  being  made  it 
continues  to  weigh  correctly. 

The  appellants  contended : 

First.  That  it  was  the  duty  of  the  inspector  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures, before  proceeding  to  examine  the  machine,  to  have  taken  the 
•necessary  steps  for  putting  it  in  poise  by  having  the  adjusting  ball 
moved,  and  so  placing  it  in  the  state  in  which  the  appellants  invari- 
ably placed  it  before  using  it,  and  that  an  examination  without  that 
adjustment  was  not  such  an  examination  as  is  contemplated  by  the 
Act,  so  as  to  render  the  appellants  liable  to  a  penalty  under  that  Act 
for  having  in  their  possession  a  machine  which  is  incorrect  or  other- 
wise unjust  within  the  meaning  of  the  28th  section  of  the  Act. 

Second.  That  their  printed  instructions  are  intended  only  for  the 
guidance  of  their  servants  and  to  apply  singula  singulis;  and  that 
*38n  ^^^^  *^®  amply  obeyed  at  ^stations,  where  the  machine  is  not 
-*   used  every  day,  by  its  always  being  adjusted  before  used. 
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Third.  That,  in  the  present  case,  there  was  no  such  variation  as  to 
cause  the  machine  to  be  considered  '*  incorrect  or  otherwise  unjust" 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

The  respondent  contended : 

First.  That  the  facts  above  stated  justify  a  conviction  and  the  order 
of  Sessions  thereon. 

Second.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  persons  possessing  such  a  machine  to 
keep  it  in  such  a  state  as  that  when  goods  are  brought  to  be  weighed 
nothing  should  be  required  to  correct  the  machine,  but  that  it  should 
be  ready  for  weighing. 

Third. '  That  the  appellants  are  at  any  rate  bound  by  their  instruc- 
tions to  their  servants,  and  that  it  was  their  duty  to  have  the  machine 
adjusted  every  morning. 

Fourth.  That  the  machine  ought  to  indicate  correctly  (without  refer- 
ence to  its  capacity)  the  smallest  difference  of  weight  marked  upon  its 
graduated  index. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  is :  Whether,  upon  the 
above  facts,  the  appellants  were  liable  to  be  convicted,  under  sect.  28 
of  the  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  63,  of  the  oflfence  alleged  in  the  conviction. 

If  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  they  were  liable  to  be  con- 
victed, the  order  of  Sessions  and  the  conviction  were  to  be  affirmed. 

If  the  Court  should  be  of  the  contrary  opinion  the  same  were  to  be 
quashed. 

J.  E.  Davis  (with  him  George  Browne),  for  the  respondent. — The 
machine  was  found  incorrect  by  the  inspector  within  the  meaning  of 
Stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  63,  *s.  28,  and  consequently  the  appellants  r^coqo 
were  liable  to  the  penalty.  The  machine  was  in  gear  at  the  ^ 
time,  and  was  therefore  ready  for  weighing  and  capable  of  weighing, 
although  incorrectly.  The  adjusting  apparatus  is  only  a  contrivance 
for  restoring  the  equilibrium  instead  of  resorting  to  the  primitive 
method  of  affixing  an  additional  weight  at  one  or  other  end  of  the 
beam.  It  is  therefore  no  more  an  answer  to  say  that  the  machine 
was  always  adjusted  before  use,  than  it  would  be  for  a  shopkeeper, 
who  had  untrue  weights  or  scales,  to  say  that  he  always  put  a  penny- 
weight into  the  scale  before  weighing.  The  object  of  the  statute  is 
not  only  to  detect  actual  fraud,  but  to  prevent,  as  far  as  may  be,  the 
possibility  of  fraud.  Wefghing  machines  of  this  description  are 
especially  within  the  mischief  intended  to  be  guarded  against,  for  the 
public  have  no  opportunity  of  detecting  inaccuracies  themselves, 
seeing  the  process  of  weighing  takes  place  inside  the  office  or  weigh- 
ing house,  to  which  they  have  no  access.  The  rules  framed  for  the 
guidance  of  the  defendants'  servants  show  the  view  taken  by  the  de- 
fendants of  their  duty  in  reference  to  the  statute,  and  the  case  finds 
that  those  rules  had  been  wilfully  violated ;  inasmuch  as  the  machine 
was  not  adjusted  at  the  time  prescribed,  and  was  kept  in  gear  when  it 
ought  to  have  been  at  rest.  It  is,  moreover,  clear  that  the  inaccuracy 
did  not  arise  from  any  water  or  mud  on  the  sur&ce  of  the  platform, 
for  that  would  have  affected  the  machine  the  other  way,  and  instead 
of  the  additional  weight  being  required  on  the  platform,  it  would  be 
required  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  beam.  The  inaccuracy  in  the  pre- 
sent case  must  be  attributed  to  some  other  cause ;  and  the  case  shows 
that  an  iron  bar  had  to  be  applied  before  the  machine  was  restored^ 
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^Qoo^  and  the  ^justices  may  have  arrived  at  the  conolusion  that  the 
J  machine  was  incorrect  from  that  cause.  [Cbompton,  J. — I 
think  we  must  take  it  that  the  justices  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  machine  was  incorrect  because  they  thought  there  was  no  obliga- 
tion on  the  inspector  to  use  the  adjusting  apparatus  in  the  first 
instance.]  If  the  other  facts  are  sufficient  to  support  the  decision  of 
the  justices,  this  Court  will  not  disturb  the  conclusion  at  which  they 
arrived.  [Wiohtmak,  J. — It  is  impossible  that  the  machine  shoald 
always  weigh  accurately.  Bain,  and  Qven  variations  in  temperature, 
would  cause  variations  in  the  machine,  and  the  amount  is  of  course 
immaterial.  So  also  the  case  finds  that  wagons  passing  over  cause  a 
derangement  and  a  necessity  for  readjusting  it  Do  you  say  that,  if 
the  inspector,  examined  the  machine  the  moment  after  any  such 
derangement,  the  defendants  would  be  liable  to  the  penalty  ?]  The 
inspector  can  only  make  the  examination  at  a  reasonable  time  and 
under  reasonable  circumstances ;  and  it  must  be  taken  that  the  justices 
were  satisfied  that  this  examination  was  so  made.  It  would  not  be 
reasonable  to  make  an  examination  when  there  had  not  been  any  time 
for  adjjistment. 

Hayes,  Serjt.  (with  him  A.  Stavely  Hill),  for  the  appellants,  was 
not  called  upon. 

WiGHTMAN,  J. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  the  conviction  cannot  be  sup- 
ported. This  weighing  machine  before  adjustment  is  false,  but  in  the 
true  state  of  adjustment  for  weighing  it  is  correct  It  is  too  much  to 
say  that  because  the  machine  requires  adjustment  before  it  is  used  it 
is  an  incorrect  or  otherwise  unjust  machine. 

♦3341  *Orompton,  J.  (The  only  other  Judge  present) — The  con- 
-1  viction  of  the  defendants  is  for  having  a  weighing  machine 
which,  upon  the  examination  made  b^  the  inspector,  was  found  to  be 
incorrect  But  before  the  machine  is  used  it  must  be  adjusted,  and 
this  adjustment  was  not  made  by  the  inspector  before  his  examination ; 
and  the  machine  was  found  to  be  incorrect  because  it  was  not  ad- 
justed. It  cannot  therefore  be  said  to  be  incorrect  for  the  purpose  of 
weighing  because  it  is  found  in  a  state  in  which  it  would  not  be  used 
for  weighing. 

In  the  ordinary  case  of  a  false  steel-^ard  there  is  an  intentional 
falsity  which  may  be  corrected  by  putting  an  additional  weight  on 
the  false  arm  :  in  this  case  an  inaccuracy  in  the  machine  which  may 
have  been  occasioned  by  atmospheric  influence  is  to  be  corrected,  and 
the  great  beauty  of  the  machine  is  that  when  an  inaccuracy  may  or 
rather  must  constantly  occur,  the  machine  has  in  itself  an  appliance 
by  which  that  inaccuracy  may  be  remedied.  Unless  that  appliance, 
which  is  an  integral  part  of  the  machine,  is  used,  the  instrument  can- 
not be  said  to  be  properly  tested,  any  more  than  you  could  say  (hat  a 
telescope  gave  an  improper  result  if  you  did  not  draw  it  out  so  as  to 
get  the  right  focal  dbtance  before  using  it. 

Order  of  Sessions  and  conviction  quashed. 
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♦ALICE  TAYLOR,  Appellant,  CARB  and  PORTER,   r^oor; 
Respondepts.    Feb.  18.  L  ^^ 

20  Q.  2,  c,  19,  #.  l.^^Masler  cmd  tertant, — Nonr^ayment  of  wages. 

The  SQmmary  jarisdietion  given  to  Justices  by  stat.  20  G.  2,  o.  19,  8.  1,  to  heiir  complaiota 
againtt  masters  by  artificers  and  other  labonrers  of  non-payment  of  wages,  and  to  order  pay- 
meat  thereof,  extends  to  eases  in  which  the  contract  of  serrice  is  not  for  any  certain  time. 

Cask  stated  by  justices  under  stat.  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  48. 

At  a  petty  sessions,  holden  at  Blackburn,  in  the  county  of  Lancas- 
ter, on  tne  5th  July,  1861,  a  complaint  preferred  on  the  24th  Novem- 
ber, 1860:  on  which  day  a  summons  was  issued  and  disposed  of:  by 
Alice  Taylor,  the  appellant,  against  Carter  and  Porter,  the  respondf- 
ents;  which  complaint  charged  that  they  had  refused  to  pay  to  the 
appellant  the  sum  of  95.  2g?.  as  th^  wages  justly  due  and  owing  from 
them  to  her  for  work  and  labour  done  and  performed  by  her  for  them 
at  their  request,  contrary  to  the  form- of  the  statute  in  such  case  made 
and  provided,  was  heardf  and  determined. 

[During  the  argument  of  the  case  in  this  Court,  it  appeared  that 
after  the  hearing  of  the  summons  on  the  24th  November,  1860,  counsel 
for  the  complainant  made  the  following  endorsement  on  his  brief: 
"This  case  to  abide  the  decision  of  the  Court  above  in  Mary  Taylor's 
case,"  who  was  a  sister  of  the  appellant.(a)] 

*Upon  the  hearing  of  the  complaint  it  was  proved,  on  the  r^Qoa 
part  of  the  appellant,  and  found  as  a  fact,  that,  on  Monday,  the  '- 
6th  August  last,  the  appellant  was  working  for  the  respondents  as  a 
weaver ;  that  she  asked  for  leave  of  absence  for  the  afternoon  of  that 
day  from  Thomas  Booth,  the  overlooker.  Leave  was  granted  on  con- 
dition that  she  should  return  to  her  work  at  six  o'clock  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,  and  that  she  should  find  a  substitute  during  her  absence. 
She  found  a  substitute,  but  did  not  return  to  her  work  as  agreed  upon ; 
but  at  dinner  time  on  the  7th  August  she  went  to  the  overlooker's 
house,  when  she  was  told  that  she  must  not  return  to  her  work,  that 
her  looms  were  stopped.  It  was  further  proved,  and  found  as  a  fact, 
that  there  was  more  than  85.  2d.  owing  to  the  appellant  at  that  time : 
that  at  the  respondents'  mill  the  week  ends  on  Thursday  morning  at 
breakfast  time:  and  that  on  Saturday,  the  11th  August,  the  appellant 
applied  to  the  overlooker  for  her  wages,  when  she  was  told  she  was 
not  to  have  them.  On  the  following  Wednesday  she  saw  the  over- 
looker again,  when  he  agreed  that  she  should  have  the  wages  if  she 
would  go  back  and  work  her  notice :  that  the  appellant  agreed  to  go 
back,  and  went  the  day  after  (Thursday)  at  dinner  time,  when  the 
overlooker  said  that  she  ought  to  have  gone  at  breakfast  time,  and 
would  not  let  her  begin  to  work.  The  appellant  was  then  prepared 
to  work  her  notice. 

It  was  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  respondents,  that  the  appellant 
had  not  proved  that  the  hiring  was  for  any  definite  period,  or  for  an 

(a)  In  Saster  term,  1861,  it  was  held  by  Wightman,  J.,  in  the  Bail  Conrt,  that  Mary  Taylor, 
who,  baring  leaye  of  absence  for  half  a  day,  did  not  return  to  her  work  at  the  appointed  hoar, 
had  not  forfeited  her  wages  under  one  of  the  rnles  of  the  mill  by  which  any  persons  absenting 
themselTes  for  any  cause  must  giTC  notice,  and  in  default  thereof  all  wages  then  earned  would 
be  forftited.    See  Mary  Taylor,  appt,  Carr  and  Porter,  respU.,  80  L.  J.  M.  C.  301. 
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*3871  ^°'^^^^^  period  determinable  *on  a  given  notice;  that  she 
-'  had  not  proved  that  the  complaint  was^  laid  within  six  calen* 
dar  months ;  and  that,  as  a  summons  had  been  issued  before  on  the 
same  complaint,  and  disposed  of,  the  justices  had  no  jurisdiction.  The 
justices,  being  of  opinion  that  the  objections  raised  were  valid,  dis- 
missed the  complaint. 

The  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  were : 

First.  Whether  the  appellant  ought  not  to  have  proved  that  there 
was  a  contract  which  came  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices. 

Second.  Whether  she  ought  not  to  have  proved  that  the  complaint 
had  been  laid  within  six  calendar  months. 

And  Third.  Whether  the  justices  had  jurisdiction  to  issue  a  second 
summons  on  a  complaint  made  within  six  calendar  months  from  the 
time  when  the  cause  of  complaint  arose,  a  summons  having  been  pre- 
viously issued  on  the  same  complaint  and  disposed  of. 

If  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  dismissal  was  legally  and 
properly  made,  then  the  dismissal  was  to  stand,  but  if  the  Court  should 
be  of  opinion  otherwise,  then  an  order  for  payment  of  9^.  2cLj  the 
amount  of  wages,  was  to  be  made. 

Torr^  for  the  appellant. — As  to  the  first  question,  stat.  20  G.  2,  a 
19,  s.  1,  enacts  that  "  all  complaints,  differences,  and  disputes,  which 
shall  happen  or  arise  between  master  and  mistresses,  and  artificers 
....  and  other  labourers  employed  for  any  certain  time,  or  in  any 
other  manner,  shall  be  heard  and  determined  by  one  or  more  justice  or 
justices/'  who  are  empowered  to  order  payment  of  so  much  as  is  just 
and  reasonable.  It  has  indeed  been  decided  upon  stat.  4  G.  4^  c.  31, 
^qooi  s*  8,  that  there  must  ^be  a  contract  of  service :  Hardy  v,  Byle, 
^^^■1  9  B.  &  Cr.  603  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  17),  Lancaster  v.  Greaves,  9  B. 
&  Gr.  628 ;  but  it  need  not  be  for  any  specific  time.  In  this  case  it  is 
sufficiently  clear  that  there  was  a  hiring,  which  constituted  the  rela- 
tion of  master  and  servant.  [Cbokpton,  J. — There  was  reasonable 
evidence  that  there  was  a  contract  to  serve.] 

•As  to  the  second  and  third  questions,  the  complaint  was  within  the 
six  months.  The  case  states  that  the  complaint  was  "  disposed  of," 
but  that  phrase  is  not  synonymous  with  ''heard"  or  "determined;" 
and  the  endorsement  on  the  brief  of  counsel  at  the  hearing  of  the  sum- 
mons on  the  24th  November,  1860,  shows  that  the  complaint  was  only 
temporarily  disposed  of. 

Holland,  contri. — The  words  of  stat.  4  G.  4,  c.  84,  s.  8,  are  "  if  any 
servant  in  husbandry,  or  any  artificer,  .  .  .  .  labourer,  or  other  per- 
son shall  contract  with  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever  to  serve 
him,  her,  or  them  for  any  time  or  times  whatsoever,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  &o."  But  the  cases  decide  that  the  hiring  must  be  for  a  cer- 
tain definite  period.  It  is  not  clear  that  this  was  not  a  contract  to  do 
a  certain  quantity  of  work ;  and  stat.  4  G.  4,  c.  84.  s.  3,  does  not  apply 
to  such  a  case:  Hardy  v.  Byle,  9  B.  &  Cr.  603  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  17), 
Lancaster  v.  Greaves,  9  B.  &  Gr.  628,  Ex  parte  Johnson,  7  Dowl.  P. 
C.  702.  In  Mary  Taylor,  appellant,  Carr  and  Porter,  respondents,  80 
L.  J.  M.  C.  201,(a)  two  rules  of  the  mill  were  in  evidence  at  the  hear- 
ing, and  were  stated  in  the  case.  [Wightman,  J. — The  distinction 
between  the  cases  cited  and  the  present  is  that  a  person  contracting 

(a)  Sm  ute,  p.  335,  note  (a). 
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to  do  certain  work  is  not  a  servant,  whereas  a  labourer  employed  to 
work  in  a  mill  is.  Crompton,  J. — Where  the  master  is  proceed-  r^Qog 
ing,  ander  sect.  3  of  stat.  4  6. 4,  o.  84,  agai  nst  *a  person  for  leaving  ^ 
his  service,  be  roust  show  that  the  relation  of  master  and  servant  ex- 
isted, so  that  the  servant  might  not  leave  bia  service  at  any  moment ; 
and  therefore  in  that  case  it  is  material  to  ascertain  that  there  was  a 
definite  time  of  service.  But  it  is  not  so  where  an  artificer  is  proceed- 
ing under  sect.  1  of  stat.  20  G.  2,  c.  19,  for  wages ;  there  is  no  autho* 
rity  that  in  such  a  case  it  is  necessary  to  show  what  particular  time 
he  was  bound  to  stay.  The  appellant  was  clearly  bound  to  stay  in  the 
service  of  the  respondents  some  time ;  that  is  the  meaning  of  the  con- 
tract into  which  the  parties  entered.  The  case  must  go  back  to  the 
justices,  with  the  opinion  of  this  Court,  that  they  ought  to  make  an 
order  on  the  former  summons  for  payment  of  wages  to  the  appellant 
if  the  hearing  of  it  stood  over  until  the  determination  of  the  appeal  on 
the  complaint  of  Mary  Taylor ;  but  if  not,  no  order  should  be  made.] 
Per  GuBiAM.    (WiGHTMAN  and  Cbompton,  JJ.) 

Case  sent  back  accordingly. 


The  QUEEN  v.  The  Official  Principal  of  the  Consistorial  Court  of 
London.    Re  ADAMS  and  Another  v.  BEALL.    Feb.  22. 

Church  Building  Act,  58  G,  3,  c.  45,  #.  70. — District  parish, — Church  ratc,^ 
"  Repairs."-— Ih^ohibitian. 

1.  Seet.  70  of  siaL  58  G.  3,  e.  45,  which  anthoriies  rates  for  the  "repairs"  of  district  ehnrehet, 
inclodes  rates  "  to  be  raised  within  the  district,  in  like  manner  as  in  ease  of  repairs  of  chnrehes 
by  parishes,"  for  the  expenses  necessary  for  the  due  performance  of  the  ofBees  of  the  eharch, 
as  well  as  for  the  repairs  of  the  fabrio. 

2.  The  parish  of  L.  was  divided  into  three  eoelesiastical  districts,  under  sect  21  of  stat.  58  G. 
3,  e.  46,  and  subject  to  the  prorisions  of  that  and  the  other  Church  Boilding  Acts ;  and  one  of 
such  districts  was  assigned  to  a  church  called  the  ohnrch  of  St.  B.,  built  under  the  proTisions 
of  those  Acts  at  S.,  and  was  ealled  the  district  parish  of  St.  B.,  8.  A  rate  was  made  in  form 
"for  and  towards  the  repairs  of  the  district  parish  church  of  St.  B.,  S.,"  but  In  fact  for  other 
seoessary  expenses  also,  such  as  lighting,  and  washing,  and  stationery  for  registers,  Ao. 
Upon  a  rule  for  a  prohibition,  held,  that  the  expenses  for  which  the  rate  was  made  were  legal. 

In  Trinity  Term,  1861, 

Collier  moved  for  a  rule  calling  upon  the  Vicar-General  of  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  London  and  Official  Principal  of  the  Consistorial  Court  of 
London  to  show  cause  why  a  writ  of  prohibition  should  not  issue,  di- 
rected to  him,  to  prohibit  him  from  further  proceeding  in  a  suit  in 
the  said  Court,  instituted  by  Mayow  Wynell  Adams  and  Benjamin 
Parsey,  churchwardens  of  the  district  parish  of  St.  Bartholomew,  Syd- 
enham, in  the  county  of  Kent,  against  Bichard  Beall,  for  subtraction 
of  church-rate. 

The  libel,  which  was  brought  before  the  Court  upon  affidavit,  al- 
leged :  "  First,  That  in  the  year  1655,  a  portion  of  the  parish  of  Lewis- 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Kent  and  diocese  of  London,  was,  by  an  order 
of  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  bearing  date  the  8th  February,  1855,  made 
in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  58tn  year  of  the 
reign  of  His  Majesty  King  Oeorge  the  Third,  intituled  'An  Act  for 
building  and  promoting  the  building  of  additional  churches  in  popu- 
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lous  parishes,"  and  in  pursuance  of  all  other  powers  in  such  behalf 
contained  in  the  Church  Building  Acts,  formed  into  a  district  parish 
for  ecclesiastical  purposes,  and  the  bounds  and  limits  of  such  district 
parish  were  .prescribed  and  defined  as  by  law  directed,  by  the  title  or 
description  of  the  district  parish  of  St.  Bartholomew,  Sydenham,  and 
such  district  parish  was  assigned  to  the  consecrated  church  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  situate  at  Sydenham,  in  the  said  parish  of  Lewisham ; 
*34n  ^^^^  ^^^^  district  church  *thereby  became  by  law  a  district 
^  church  for  all  ecclesiastical  purposes,  and  the  persons  inhabit- 
ing such  district  parish  are,  under  the  law  in  that  behalf  made  and 
provided,  and  under  the  authority  of  the  said  statute  of  the  58  Geo.  8, 
c.  45,  and  other  statutes,  liable  to  contribute  to  the  repairs  of  the  said 
district  church  of  St.  Bartholomew,  Sydenham,  and  to  contribute  to 
any  rate  or  rates  made  for  the  repairs  of  the  same,  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  expenses  necessary  and  legally  incident  to  the  decent  cele- 
bration of  divine  service  therein,  and  to  the  office  of  churchwardens 
in  the  said  district  parish ;  and  in  part  supply  of  proof  of  the  premises, 
the  party  proponent  craves  leave  to  refer  to  the  aforesaid  order  of  Her 
Majesty  in  Council  of  the  8th  of  February,  1855,  printed  in  the  London 
Gazette  of  the  18th  of  February,  1855."  &c. 

'^  Second,  That  the  churchwardens  of  the  district  parish  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  Sydenham,  had  not  sufficient  funds  in  band  to  effect 
the  necessary  repairs  of  the  district  parish  church,  and  to  provide 
necessaries  for  the  decent  celebration  of  divine  service  and  offices 
therein,  and  for  the  other  expenses  necessary  and  legally  incident  to 
their  office,  for  the  then  current  year;  wherefore  they,  the  church- 
wardens aforesaid  and  others  the  parishioiiers  and  inhabitants  (rate- 
payers) of  the  district  parish,  on  the  14th  June,  1860,  met  together  in 
vestry  in  the  National  Schoolroom  at  Sydenham  aforesaid,  pursuant 
to  notice  thereof  previously  and  duly  given  according  to  law,  to  make 
a  rate,  in  order  to  raise  funds  for  the  purposes  aforesaid."  [The  no- 
tice was  set  out],  &c. 

The  8d  article  of  the  libel  alleged  that  at  the  vestry  meeting  the 
churchwardens  produced  an  estimate  made  by  them  of  the  probable 
^3421  ^^P^i^^i^^^^  fo^  repairs  of  the  said  district  parish  church,  and 
J  for  other  the  necessary  *and  lawful  expenses  incident  to  the 
execution  of  their  office  of  churchwardens  for  the  year,  which  was 
read  to  the  meeting.     The  estimate  was  as  follows : 

'*  Estimate  of  the  Expenditure  of  the  Churchwardens  of  the  District 
Parish  of  Saint  Bartholomew,  Sydenham,  from  Easter,  1860,  to  Easter, 
1861. 

£    8.    cL 

"Organist 52  10    0 

"Cleaning  of  church  and  attendant    .        .        .    85    0    0 

"Beadle 20    0    0 

'*  Organ  blower 6     0    0 

"Organ  tuner 6    0     0 

"  Clock  winder 5     0    0 

"Coals  and  firing 15     0     0 

"Candles 15    0    0 


152  10    0 
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£      8.  d. 

Broaght  forward 152  10  0 

'*  Transcribing  registers 8     0  0 

"  Insurance  of  church 13  11  3 

"Repairs 45    0  0 

"  Water  and  gas  rates,  printing,  stationery  and 

contingencies 23    0  0 


£287     1 


"A  rate  of  2rf.  in  the  £  on  35,812?.,  the  gross  rental 

of  the  parish  will  return  ....    £298    8    8 

"Deduct  for  empty  houses,  defaulters,  &c.,  15Z.  per 
cent £45    0    0 

"  CJost  of  collection  at  5?.  per  cent  .        .      12  13     6 

57  18    6 


"  Estimated  net  produce  of  rate     ....    £240  16    2 

"  M.  W.  Adams,  )  Churchwardens." 

"  Benjamin  Parsby,  f  ^""'^"^«*"^"°*^ 

*And  a  resolution  was  duly  moved  and  seconded  that  the  r^o^o 
estimate  be  adopted,  and  that  a  church  rate  of  two  pence  in  the  '- 
pound  should  be  granted ;  but  an  amendment  was  moved,  which, 
upon  a  show  of  hands,  was  carried,  and  thereupon  a  poll  was  de- 
manded by  the  churchwardens  and  granted  by  the  chairman. 

The  7th  article,  after  stating  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting  to  the 
15th  of  June  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  poll,  the  proceedings  at 
the  poll  and  the  result  thereof  in  favour  of  the  resolution,  proceeded  to 
allege  **  That  the  said  rate  was  accordingly  made,  and  the  said  chairman 
and  the  said  churchwardens  and  several  other  ratepayers  of  the  district 
parish  signed  the  same,  and  thereby  taxed  all  and  every  the  inhabit- 
ants and  parishioners  of  the  said  district  parish  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
Sydenham,  at  the  several  sums  set  opposite  their  respective  names, 
and  mentioned  and  contained  in  a  certain  book,  &c.,  for  and  towards 
the  repairs  of  the  church  of  the  said  district  parish,  and  for  and  towards 
prbviaing  necessaries  for  the  decent  celebration  of  divine  service  and 
offices  in  the  same,  and  for  and  towards  the  other  expenses  necessary 
and  legally  incident  to  the  office  of  churchwardens  in  the  said  district 
parish,  and  for  such  other  purposes  as  are  by  law  raisable  and  payable 
by,  from  and  out  of  the  rate,  commonly  called  a  church  rate,  for  the 
then  current  year,  being  a  rate  of  2(L  in  the  pound  on  the  assessment 
for  the  poor  in  the  said  parish." 

The  title  of  the  rate  was  as  follows : 

"  District  parish  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
"Sydenham,  Kent. 

"We,  the  churchwardens  and  other  parishioners  of  the  district 
parish  of  St.  Bartholomew,  Sydenham,  in  the  county  of  Kent  and 
diocese  of  London,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do,  at  this 
our  vestry  meeting  *for  that  purpose  assembled,  rate  and  tax  r^o^^^ 
nil  and  every  the  inhabitants  and  parishioners  of  the  district  ^ 
parish  aforesaid  hereafter  named,  at  the  sum  of  2d  in  the  pound  upon 
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the  several  assessments  hereinafter  set  forth,  for  and  towards  the  re- 
pairs of  the  said  district  parish  church  of  St.  Bartholomew,  Sydenham, 
in  the  county  of  Kent,  for  the  present  year." 

'•As  witness  our  hands  this  15th  day  of  June,  1860."  (The  signa- 
tures of  the  perpetual  curate,  the  churchwardens  and  six  other  parish- 
ioners were  attached.) 

After  the  assessments  the  following  note  was  added : 

"At  a  vestry  meeting  this  day  held  and  convened  by  due  notice, 
we  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  inhabitants  of  the  district 
parish  of  St.  Bartholomew,  Sydenham,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  do 
agree  to  the  before  written  church  rate  or  assessment.  As  witness  our 
hands  this  15th  day  of  June,  1860."  (The  same  signatures  were 
attached.) 

The  libel  further  alleged  (among  other  things)  that  Richard  Beall, 
at  the  time  of  making  the  rate,  occupied  a  messuage  in  the  district 
parish  of  St.  Bartholomew,  Sydenham,  of  the  yearly  rateable  value  of 
1352.,  and  was  duly  and  legally  assessed  in  the  rate  in  respect  of  the 
said  messuage  in  the  sum  of  IZ.  28.  6d.;  that  he  refused  or  neglected 
to  pay  the  same ;  that  the  churchwardens  caused  him  to  be  summoned 
before  a  metropolitan  police  magistrate;  that  he  attended  the  sum- 
mons, and  declared  to  the  magistrate  that  he  disputed  the  validity  of 
the  rate. 

The  admission  of  the  libel  was  objected  to  in  the  Consistorial  Court 
on  several  grounds;  among  others,  that  it  appeared  by  the  estimate 
that  the  rate  was  made  for  various  purposes  other  than  the  repairs  of 
the  district  church,  whereas  there  was  no  lawful  authority  to  make 
^3451  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  inhabitants  of  a  district  parish,  except  *for  the 
*'  purpose  of  the  repairs  of  the  district  church.  But  the  Judge  of 
the  Court  overruled  the  objections  and  admitted  the  libel.(a) 

(a)  The  jadgment  of  Dr.  Twisf,  giren  od  the  22d  May,  1861,  wm  cited  by  oonDsel  on  ahoviag 
cause  against  the  rale.  He  said,  **  The  objections  to  the  admissibility  of  the  libel  in  this  case 
are  directed  against  the  first  and  second  articles  alone ;  but  they  raise  questions  of  law  which 
will  lead  to  the  r^eoiion  of  the  libel  altogether,  if  the  Coort  entertains  them.  The  oonnsel  for 
the  defendant  contended  that  the  first  article  contained  an  «rroneoas  statement  of  the  law, 
inasmneh  as  it  stated  that  persons  inhabiting  a  district  parish  were^  under  the  58  G.  3,  e.  45, 
liable  to  any  rate  made  for  the  repairs  of  the  district  chnrch,  and  for  the  expenses  necessary 
and  legally  incident  to  the  decent  celebration  of  divine  service  therein,  and  to  the  office  of 
ebarch  wardens  in  the  district  parish.  It  was  nrged,  in  rapport  of  the  objeotion,  that  the  58  G. 
3,  0.  45,  B.  70,  spoke  only  of  the  repairs  of  district  oharched,  and  that  the  word  '  repairs'  was 
to  be  construed  strictly,  and  did  not  extend  to  other  <!harges  than  were  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  fabric.  In  answer  to  that  objection  the  counsel  for  the  churchwardens  directed 
attention  to  the  judgment  of  his  learned  predecessor,  Dr.  Lnshington,  in  the  case  of  Chesterton 
and  Hutchins  v.  Farlar,  1  Cart  345.  In  that  ease  it  was  contended  that,  as  regarded  the  parish 
church,  a  wider  interpretation  mast  be  given  to  the  word  *  repairs'  in  respect  of  the  applieation 
of  the  71st.section  of  the  Act.  The  70th  section,  under  which  the  objection  was  takeUf  enaets 
'  that  the  repairs  of  all  such  district  churches  or  chapels  shall  bo  made  by  the  districts  to  which 
they  respectively  belong,  by  rates  to  be  rsised  within  the  district,  in  the  like  manner  as  in  case 
of  repairs  of  churches  by  parishes ;'  therefore  the  statute  establishes  an  analogy  between  the 
repairs  of  district  churches  and  the  repairs  of  churches  of  parishes  under  the  common  law: 
and  the  section  further  enacts  '  that  every  such  district  shall  be  deemed  in  law  a  separate  and 
distinct  parish  for  that  purpose.'  The  71st  section  provides  that  every  such  district  shall  remain 
subject  for  twenty  years  to  the  repair  of  the  original  parish  church,  and  be  deemed  part  of  the 
origioal  parish  for  all  purposes  of  such  repairs,  and  the  making  and  levying  of  rates  for  that 
purpose.  Dr.  Lushiugton  held  that  the  word  *  repairs'  In  the  ease  of  a  distriet  church  must  be 
taken  with  reference  to  rates  not  merely  for  the  maintenance  of  the  chnrch,  but  also  for  expenses 
incidental  to  the  oflBce  of  churchwarden,  that  is  to  the  services  of  the  church.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  he  could  not  draw  a  substautial  distinotion  between  the  word  *  repairs/  when  applied  to  a 
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*(hlUer  cited  Veley  v.  Harder,  12  A.  k  E.  265,  310, 811  (E.  C.  r^oA^ 
L.  B.  vol.  40),  per  Tindftl,  0.  J. ;  and  8  Burn  Ecol.  Law,  9th  ed.,  ^  ^^^ 
by  Pbillimore,  Prohibition  II.,  898,  to  show  that  this  was  a  case  in 
which  prohibition  would  lie. 

An  affidavit  in  answer  to  the  application  for  the  rule  stated  that,  by 
an  order  made  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Church 
Building  Acts,  and  dated  the  2l8t  of  May,  1858,  the  Comrnissioners 
assigned  the  whole  of  the  pew  rents  of  the  church  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
Sydenham,  as  a  provision  for  the  spiritual  person  appointed  to  serve 
the  church,  subject  only  to  the  payment  of  151.  a  year  to  the  clerk  of 
the  church.  That  the  gas  rate  charged  in  the  charchwardens'  estimate 
was  a  payment  annually  made  by  the  churchwardens  to  a  gas  Com- 
pany for  a  light  at  the  entrance  to  the  church.  That  the  water  rate 
charged  in  the  estimate  was  a  payment  annually  made  by  the  church- 
wardens  to  a  water  Company  for  a  supply  of  water  laid  on  to  the 
ohurch  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  the  same  and  other  necessary  pur- 
poses. That  the  printing  and  stationery  charged  in  the  estimate  in- 
cluded the  baptismal  register  books,  the  printing  of  the  customary 
notices  of  vestry  meetings,  notices  of  rate,  collector's  receipt  book, 
polling  book,  pens,  ink  and  paper  and  other  expenses  absolutely 
necessary  on  occasions  of  polls  and  other  vestry  meetings. 

The  rule  was  argued  in  Michaelmas  Term,  November  9th  and  11th, 
1861 ;  before  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  Wightman  and  Blackburn,  JJ. 

*ChleridgeSindD<nude8tueU showed  cause. — ^Tbefirstand  princi-  r*©  17 
pal  question  turns  on  sects.  70  and  71  of  stat.  58  G.  8,  c.  46.  From  ^ 
the  preamble  it  appears  that  it  was  intended  to  create  district  parishes 
and  churches  with  all  the  incidents  to  parishes  and  churches  at  com 
mon  law.  Under  that  statute  there  are  three  modes  of  subdividing 
populous  parishes.  First,  by  sect.  16,  the  Commissioners  appointed 
for  the  execution  of  that  Act  are  empowered  to  divide  any  parish 
'^  into  two  or  more  distinct  and  separate  parishes  for  all  ecclesiastical 
purposes;"  and  in  that  case  the  tithes  and  all  other  endowments  are 
divided.  Secondly,  sect.  21  empowers  the  Commissioners  to  divide  a 
parish  into  "ecclesiastical  districts;"  in  that  case  the  parish  is  entirely 
separate  in  every  respect  except  as  regards  tithes.  Thirdly,  under 
the  same  section,  the  Commissioners  may  erect  and  aid  in  the  building 
of  additional  chapels  to  be  served  by  curates  nominated  by  the  incum- 
bents of  the  parishes ;  these  are  chapels  of  ease.  The  district  parish 
of  St.  Bartholomew,  Sydenham,  is  the  case  of  an  ecclesiastical  district 
formed  under  sect.  21.  Bv  sect.  24,  '^such  distdcts  shall  thereupon 
become  and  be  called  district  parishes,  by  such  names  as  shall  be  given 
to  them  respectively  in  the  instrument  so  enrolled  as  aforesaid,  and 
shall  beeome  and  be  separate  and  distinct  district  parishes,  and  the 
churches  and  chapels  respectively  assigned  to  such  districts  shall, 
when  duly  consecrated  for  that  purpose,  become  and  be  the  district 
parish  churches  of  such  district  parishes,  for  all  purposes  of  ecclesias- 
tical worship  and  performance  of  ecclesiastical  duties,  and  as  to  all 

dtitriet  eliQreh,  and  the  •amo  word  when  applied  to  the  original  parish  church ;  and  as  the 
judgment  of  my  learned  predecessor  is  binding  in  this  Conrt  until  reversed  bj  a  superior  Court, 
I  wnuU,  is  accordanoe  mth  tbal  jadgnieot,  ovemle  the  objection  made  to  the  first  article,  which 
win  lead  also  to  the  overruling  of  the  objection  to  the  second  article.  Therefore,  on  the  antho* 
ritpf  of  that  judgment,  I  overrule  the  objections  to  the  admissibility  of  the  libel." 
B.  A  S.,  VOL.  II.— 14 
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marriages,  christenings,  churchings  and  burials,  and  the  registry 
thereof  respectively  within  the  same,  and  in  relation  to  all  fees,  obla- 
^o  101   tions  and  offerings,  and  the  ^demanding,  suing  and  prosecuting 

■'  for  and  recovering  the  same,  and  as  to  all  other  purposes  what- 
soever, save  and  except  as  is  in  this  Act  particularly  excepted."  By 
sect.  27  "  all  Acts  of  Parliament,  laws  and  customs  relating  to  pub- 
lishing  banns  of  marriage,  marriages,  christenings,  churchings  and 
burials,  and  the  registering  thereof,  and  to  all  ecclesiastical  fees,  obla- 
tions or  offerings,  shall  apply  to  such  separate  and  distinct  parishes 
and  district  parishes  so  made  as  aforesaid,  when  they  shall  so  become 
complete,  separate  and  distinct  parishes  or  district  parishes,  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  after  the  death,  resignation  or  other  avoidance 
of  the  existing  incumbents  respectively  in  each  such  parish  or  extra- 
parochial  place,  and  to  the  churches  and  chapels  thereof,  and  to  the 
ecclesiastical  persons  having  cure  of  souls,  or  serving  the  same,  in 
like  manner  in  every  respect  as  if  the  same  respectively  had  been 
ancient,  Separate  and  distinct  parishes  and  parish  churches  by  law,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes."  Sect.  29  mentions  that  books  of  registers  are  to 
be  provided  for  entering  the  publications  of  banns  and  solemnization  of 
marriages,  and  the  baptisms  and  burials  in  such  district  churches  or 
chapels.  By  sect.  81,  which  is  the  first  which  mentions  church  rates,  **  no 
divisions  of  any  parish  or  extra-parochial  place,  whether  it  be  divided 
into  separate  parishes  with  the  consent  of  the  patron  and  bishop  of 
the  diocese,  or  into  district  parishes,  nor  anything  in  this  Act  con- 
tained in  relation  thereto,  shall  affect  or  in  any  manner  be  construed 
to  affect  any  parish  or  extra-parochial  place  so  divided,  or  the  persons 
residing  therein,  in  any  other  respect  than  in  this  Act  particularly 
provided,  or  in  any  manner  to  apply  to  any  poor  or  any  other  paro- 
chial rates  which  may  be  raised  in  the  parish  or  extra-parochial 
*^491   *P'*^  ^^  divided,  or  in  any  such  separated  parish  or  district 

-•  parish,  or  to  the  qpaintenance  or  relief  of  poor  persons,  or  to 
any  title  or  claim  to  such  relief,  or  to  any  powers  relating  to  any  such 
rates,  or  holding  vestries,  or  appointment  or  powers  of  parish  officers, 
or  any  such  relief  or  claim  thereto,  or  to  any  Act  or  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment or  law  or  custom  relating  thereto,  save  and  except  as  to  church 
rates,  in  so  far  as  the  same  are  regulated  by  the  provisions  of  this 
Act."  The  effect  of  this  section  is  to  set  up  church  rates,  except  so 
far  as  is  qualified  by  the  Act.  By  sect.  66,  "  The  church  rates  of  the 
parish"  shall  be  the  security  for  the  repayment  of  all  money  expended 
by  the  parish  in  providing  a  site  for  a  new  church  or  chapel,  or  ad- 
vanced by  the  Commissioners  to  any  parish  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act;  and  such  sums  of  money  are  made  chargeable  upon  such 
rates.  That  section  shows  that  the  Legislature  assumed  the  church 
rate  of  the  parish  to  exist,  and  imposes  a  charge  on  it  unknown  to  the 
common  law.  Sect.  67  extends  the  operation  of  the  Act  to  extra- 
parochial  places  by  enacting  that  a  church  rate  shall  be  raised  there. 
Sect.  68  empowers  the  Commissioners  to  fix  the  amount  of  the  pew 
rents  in  any  such  church  or  chapel,  which  are  to  form  a  fund  out  of 
which  provision  is  to  be  made  for  the  minister  and  for  a  clerk;  and 
sect.  64  empowers  the  Commissioners  to  assign  a  stipend  to  the  min- 
ister out  of  pew  rents.  By  sect.  70  it  is  enacted  "that  the  repairs 
^f  all  such  district  churches  or  chapels  shall  be  made  by  the  districts 
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to  which  they  respectirely  belong,  by  rates  to  be  raised  within  the 
district,  in  like  manner  as  in  ease  of  repairs  of  churches  by  parishes; 
and  every  such  district  shall  be  deemed  in  law  a  separate  and  district 
parish  for  that  purpose ;  and  *the  repairs  of  all  chapels  not  porn 
made  district  churches  shall  be  made  by  the  jMirish  in  or  for  '* 
which  the  chapels  shall  be  built.  Sect.  71.  '*  Provided  always,  and 
be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  such  district  shall  remain  neverthe- 
less subject  for  twenty  years,  to  be  accounted  from  the  day  upon 
which  the  district  church  or  chapel  shall  be  consecrated,  to  the  repair 
of  the  original  parish  church,  and  be  deemed  part  of  the  original 
parish  for  all  purposes  of  such  repairs,  and  the  making  and  levying 
of  rates  for  that  purpose ;  and  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  such 
twenty  years,  the  parish  church  shall  he  repaired  by  the  district  of 
the  parish  left  as  belonging  to  it  after  the  other  divisions  of  districts 
are  made;  and  each  district  shall  forever  thereafter  make,  raise,  levy, 
collect  and  apply  separate  district  rates  for  repairs  of  the  church  or 
churches  or  chapels  of  the  district,  as  if  a  separate  parish." 

Then  the  question  arises,  did  sects.  70  and  71  alter  the  common 
law  state  of  things?  It  will  be  said  that  this  is  an  imposition  of  a 
tax  on  the  subject,  and  therefore  the  words  are  to  be  construed  strictly ; 
but  the  word  "  repairs"  has  obtained  a  legal  sense,  and  therefore  when 
it  occurs  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  it  must  be  understood  in  that  sense, 
unless  there-  is  something  in  the  Act  to  show  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  be  so  used.  The  cases  have  settled  that  what  may  be  called  "legal 
neoessaries"  for  the  church  come  under  the  name  of  ''repairs,"  if  voted 
by  the  vestry.  In  the  ordinary  form  of  church  rate,  from  all  time, 
the  inhabitants  have  been  assessed  '^  for  and  towards  the  repairs  of  the 
church ;"  and  all  other  expenses  are  included  under  those  words :  this 
is  the  form  given  in  1  Burn's  Eccl.  Law,  9th  ed.,  by  Phillimore,  384  b, 
and  in  Soger's  Eccl.  Law,  2d  fed.,  220.  [Collier,  contri. —  p^^oR^ 
The  form  of  the  rate  in  Burder  v.  Veley,  12  A.  &  E.  288,  240  L  ^^^ 
(E.  C.  L.  R.  vol*  40),  was  *'  for  and  towards  the  necessary  repairs  of 
the  church  of  the  said  parish,  and  the  other  expenses  necessarily  and 
legally  incident  to  the  office  of  the  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish."] 
Those  words  were  perhaps  introduced  to  meet  any  objection  which 
might  be  made.  In  Chesterton  v,  Farlar,  1  Curt.  Eccl.  Rep.  846,  865, 
Dr.  Lushington  decided  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  district  created 
under  stat.  58  O.  8,  c.  46,  wer^  liable  to  be  assessed  to  the  incidental 
expenses  of  the  church  of  their  parish  in  the  same  manner  as  to  the 
repairs  of  the  mother  church. 

Further,  the  object  of  stat.  58  Q-.  8,  c.  45,  was  to  provide  for  the 
division  of  populous  parishes  and  the  celebration  of  divine  service  in 
parishes  so  divided.  Sect.  70  contains  nothing  to  restrain  the  general 
provisions  of  the  preceding  sections ;  and  if  that  section  were  omitted 
the  power  would  be  itn plied.  If  the  word  "repairs"  in  the  latter 
clause  of  sect.  71  only  means  repairs  of  the  &bric,  and  does  not  in- 
clude expenses  of  divine  service,  the  old  parish  would,  after  twenty 
years,  lose  the  power  of  making  a  church  rate  at  common  law;  and 
the  word  "repairs"  must  have  the  same  meaning  in  sect.  70  as  it  has 
in  sect  71.  Sect.  78  imposes  on  the  churchwardens  of  the  district 
cbardh  the  common  law  incidents  of  the  office  of  churchwarden ;  so 
much  so^  that  stat.  69  G.  8,  o.  184,  s.  28,  provides  that  they  shall  not, 
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by  virtue  of  sach  office,  be  deemed  overseera  of  the  poor.  These  seo- 
tioos  assume  the  existence  of  a  church  rate  for  other  purposes  than 
the  repair  of  the  fabric  of  the  church. 

Secondly,  this  construction  of  stat.  58  O.  8,  c  45,  is  strengthened  by 
the  subsequent  statutes  ^9  G.  8,  o.  184,  and  8  O.  4,  a  72.  By  sect.  64 
^oeoi  ^^  ^^^*  ^^  ^'  ''  ^'  ^'  *^^^  Commissioners  may  allow  out  of 
^  the  pew  rents  a  sum  for  the  stipend  of  the  minister.  By  sect 
27  of  Stat.  59  G.  8,  o.  184,  the  pew  rents,  after  payment  of  the  stipend 
of  the  incumbent  and  other  expenses  mentioned  in  sect  26,  shall  be 
applied  ''in  keeping  the  church  in  repair,  and  the  residue  of  suoh 
pew  rents,  if  any,"  shall  be  applied  "in  aid  of  the  church  rate  to  be 
raised  in  such  parish."  In  the  present  case  all  the  pew  rents  have 
been  allotted  to  the  minister,  and  therefore  there  is  no  fund  to 
which  sects.  26  and  27  of  stat.  69  G.  8,  c.  184,  can  apply.  In  stat.  S 
G.  4,  c.  72,  ss.  20,  21,  the  word  '*  repairs"  is  used  with  reference  to 
other  things  than  mere  repairs  of  the  fabric  of  the  church. 

Thirdly,  this  rate  woula  be  a  good  common  law  church  rate  accord- 
ing to  the  received  interpretation  of  the  term  ''  repairs"  as  applied  to 
church  rates.  Even  if  soma  of  the  things  in  the  estimate  would  not 
be  legal  without  the  consent  of  the  vestry,  they  may  with  that  con- 
sent be  included  under  the  word  ^'repairs:"  per  Dr.  Lushington,  in 
Gathercole  r.  Wade,  1  Burn  Ecol.  Law,  9th  ed.,  by  Phillimore,  888  a. 
and  Smith  v.  Dixon,  2  Curt.  Eocl.  Bep.  264,  271.  The  decision  in 
Tann  v.  Owen,  Waddilove's  Eccl.  Gases  108,  before  Dr.  Lushington, 
June  6th,  1884,  is  thus  reported  by  Dr.  Waddilove :  ''  Church  rates 
were  originally  confined  to  the  repairs  of  the  church,  and  to  the  pro- 
viding such  things  as  were  requisite  for  the  performance  of  the  rites 
of  the  church  therein.  In  strictness  no  other  expenses  are  properly 
defrayable  out  of  the  church  rates,  although  in  lapse  of  time,  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  a  vestry,  other  expenses,  suoh  aa 
the  salary  of  an  orsanist,  the  repair  and  tuning  of  the  organ,  wages 
.  of  pew  openers,  and  other  objects, — without  which  it  is  considered, 
^Ko-i  especially  in  the  ^metropolis,  divine  service  cannot  be  decently 
-I  aiMl  properly  carried  on,  have  been  included.  But  these  are 
expenses  which  require  the  sanction  of  the  vestry."  [Blaokburn,  J. — 
I  cannot  see  how  the  question  whether  certain  things  are  legally  or 
illegally  included  in  a  church  rate  can  depend  upon  the  sanction  of 
the  vestry.  Though  in  allowing  the  accounts  of  churchwardens  this 
consideration  n^ust  be  useful.  CoCKBURK,  C.  J. — If  these  things  are 
for  necessary  purposes,  they  are  sanctioned  by  the  common  law. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  for  the  vestry,  and  not  the  churchwardens,  to 
determine  whether  certain  things,  debateable  in  themselves,  shall  be 
included  in  the  rate.  Still  the  power  of  the  vestry  to  impose  a  tax 
cannot  extend  beyond  the  common  law  rule,  which  is  that  the  rate 
must  be  i'or  the  repairs  of  the  church,  and  for  the  necessary  expenses 
of  the  offices  of  the  church.  You  cannot  contend  that  an  item  comes 
within  that  rule  because  the  vestry  vote  it.]  As  to  the  items  "water 
and  gas  rates,  printing,  stationery  and  contingencies ;''  water,  light  and 
stationery  are  necessaries;  printing  is  required  for  the  poll  books; 
and  contingencies  (the  estimate  of  all  these  items  together  amounting 
only  to  28/.),  must  be  nothing.  Also  it  has  often  been  decided  that  a 
small  objectionable  item  will  not  vitiate  a  rate  substantially  good ;  and 
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here  the  objeotioD  is  to  an  estimate,  which  it  is  not  neoessarj  should 
be  submitted  to  the  Testry. 

(Jollier  and  G.  Taykr,  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  power  of  making 
this  rate  rests  entirely  on  sects.  70  and  71  of  stat.  58  G*.  8,  c.  45,  and 
the  question  is  whether  the  word  **  repairs''  in  those  sections  means 
more  than  what  is  naturally  and  ordinarily  meant  by  the  word  ;  and 
if  it  does,  how  much  more? 

*The  practice,  which  has  arisen  in  comparatively  modem  r^to^A 
times,  of  applying  the  church  rate  to  other  purposes  than  the  ^ 
repairs  of  the  church  and  providing  things  necessary  for  the  perform- 
ance of  divine  service  has  been  held  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  to  be 
not  lawful  without  the  oonsent  of  the  vestry :  Dr.  Lushington,  in  Tann 
V.  Owen,  1  Burn.  Eccl.  Law,  9th  ed.,  by  Phillimore,  888  b,  and 
Gathercole  t;.  Wade,  Id.  888  a.  Therefore  there  is  a  difiference  be- 
tween repairs  and  other  expenses,  and  in  stat  58  G.  8,  o.  45,  sects.  70 
and  71,  the  legislature  bad  that  differenoe  in  their  mind,  and  used  the 
word  ''repairs"  advisedly,  intending  to  eonfine  the  rate  to  be  made 
tinder  it  to  the  repairs  of  the  fabric.  They  meant  that,  where  a  dis- 
trict was  cut  off  from  a  parish,  the  inhabitants  should  be  liable  for 
such  repairs  only,  both  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  parish  and  in  the 
district  newly  formed.  The  term  ''church  rates"  is  used  by  the  legis- 
lature in  sects.  81,  66  and  57  of  stat.  58  G.  8,  c.  45,  and  in  sects.  14, 
23  and  40  of  stat  59  G.  8,  a  184:  and  if  they  had  intended  to  give 
the  power  of  making  a  common  law  church  rate,  the  enactment  would 
have  been  **  that  in  all  such  district  parishes  church  rates  shall  be 
raised  as  in  other  parishes;  provided,  nevertheless,  that  for  twenty 
years  the  said  district  parishes  shall  remain  also  liable  to  the  church 
rates  of  the  original  parishes."  The  1st,  2d  and  7th  articles  of  the 
libel,  and  the  estimate,  make  a  distinction  between  repairs  of  the 
church  and  the  expenses  of  divine  service  and  other  charges.  The 
total  estimate  is  2872.  Is.  8d,  to  cover  which  a  rate  of  2d  in  the  pound 
was  made;  whereas  a  rate  of  ^d.  in  the  pound  would  be  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  repairs  of  the  church,  the  estimate  of  which  is  457, 
^The  same  distinction  is  observed  by  the  legislature.  In  the  r^o^K 
twenty-one  Church  Building  Acts  continuing  and  amending  ^ 
atat.  58  G.  8,  c.  45^  down  to  and  inclusive  of  stat.  19  &  20  Yict.  c. 
104,  there  is  no  instance  of  a  common  law  church  rate  being  called  a 
rate  for  the  repair  of  the  church.  Stat.  68  G.  8,  c.  45,  either  leaves 
the  expenses  of  divine  service,  &c.,  in  a  district  church  unprovided 
for,  supposing. that  they  will  be  supplied  by  voluntary  contributions; 
or  those  expenses  may  be  paid  out  of  the  pew  rents,  under  seota  26  & 
27  of  stat.  59  G.  8,  c.  184.  [Gogkburn,  G.  J.— I  do  not  see  in  the 
Acts  any  trace  of  the  former  alternative.]  Sect.  27  directs  how  the 
surplus  of  the  pew  rents  remaining,  after  payment  of  the  stipend  of 
the  minister  and  the  clerk  "  aod  other  expenses,"  that  is,  expenses 
incident  to  the  office  of  churchwarden,  shall  be  applied.  [They  also 
cited  stats*  5  G.  4,  c.  103,  ss.  5  and  10,  1  &  2  W.  4,  c.  88,  s.  16,  19  & 
20  Vict.  c.  104,  s.  6.]  [Blackburn,  J. — What  the  legislature  say  in 
subsequent  Acts  can  hardly  show  the  sense  in  which  they  used  the 
word  "  repairs"  in  stat.  58  G.  8,  c.  45.  The  scheme  in  stat.  19  &  20 
Vict.  c.  104,  s.  6,  is  quite  different,  and  it  rather  tends  against  the  ap- 
plicant.]    This  is.  the  case  of  an  ecclesiastical  district  formed  under 
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fleet.  21  of  Stat.  58  G.  8,  c.  45,  *'  for  the  parpoee  of  affordiDg  accom- 
modation for  the  attending  divine  service."  The  distinction  between 
separate  ecclesiastical  parishes  and  districts  is  carefully  preserved 
throughout  Stat.  58  G.  8,  c.  45.  [They  referred  to  sects.  16,  19,  21, 
22,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29,  SO,  81,  32.]  The  rate  on  the  security  of 
which  the  Commissioners  may  advance  money  for  the  parchase  of  a 
site  under  sect.  54,  is  a  rate  over  the  whole  parish.  The  rate  now  in 
question  could  not  be  security  for  any  money  lent 
*3561  *^^^  Court  will  not  give  a  large  construction  to  the  words 
^  of  an  enactment  which  confers  the  power  of  imposing  a  new 
burden  upon  the  subject.  The  inhabitants  of  the  district  have  to  pay 
a  new  rate  for  the  repair  of  their  church,  and  its  expenses  during 
twenty  years,  while  they  have  also  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of 
the  old  church;  whereas,  if  they  only  pay  for  the  repair  of  the  new 
and  old  church,  the  rate  would  probably  not  be  more  than  they  were 
before  subject  to.  [Blackburn,  J. — How  will  the  expenses  of  divine 
service  in  the  parish  church  be  provided  for  after  the  expiration  of 
twenty  years  ?]  The  power  to  make  a  common  law  church  rate  in  the 
old  part  of  the  parish  is  not  taken  away :  consequently  the  inhabitants 
of  the  old  part  of  the  parish  remain  liable  as  at  common  law ;  the 
boundary  only  being  altered.  [Cockburn,  C.  J. — An  inhabitant  in 
the  old  part  of  the  parish  might  say.  The  common  law  imposed  the 
liability  on  me  with  other  persons,  and  if  they  are  relieved  from  it  my 
liability  is  gone  also.  Wightman,  J. — Suppose  within  the  twenty  years 
a  rate  were  made  for  the  area  of  the  original  parish  in  the  usual  form, 
would  the  district  be  liable?]  It  would  not  be  liable  unless  the  rate 
was  made  simply  for  the  repair  of  the  church.  [Blackburn,  J. — 
Must  there  then  be  two  rates,  one  for  the  repair  of  the  church  and 
the  other  for  the  expenses  of  divine  service  in  the  old  church  ?  Cock- 
burn,  C.  J. — If  there  are  to  be  two  rates  it  would  be  only  necessary 
to  have  said  that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  twenty  years,  the  district 
should  not  be  subject  to  be  rated  to  the  repair  of  the  parish  church; 
whereas  the  legislature  has  further  said  that  at  the  expiration  of  the 
twenty  years  the  parish  church  shall  be  repaired  by  so  much  of  the 
*3571  ^'^  p^^ish  as  is  left  after  the  district  has  been  taken  *from  it. 
^  The  legislature  did  not  intend  to  exempt  the  inhabitants  of  the 
old  parish  from  the  expenses  of  divine  service.]  The  last  two  clauses 
in  sect.  71  are  surplusage.  As  to  the  inconvenience  of  two  rates» 
there  must  be  two  in  the  case  of  money  borrowed  for  the  repair  of  the 
church.  [Blackburn,  J. — Then  there  would  be  ad4.ed  the  incon- 
venience of  a  third  rate.] 

In  Chesterton  v.  Farlar,  1  Curt.  Eccl.  Bep.  845,  the  rate  was  held 
bad  by  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  as  being  retro- 
spective :  (a)  the  point  now  raised  was  not  decided  by  that  Court. 

As  to  the  form  of  the  heading  of  the  rate  in  1  Burn's  Eccl. Law,  0th 
ed.,  by  Phillimore,  384  b,  no  authority  is  cited  for  it :  it  is  not  in  Gib- 
son's Codex,  tit.  ix.  c.  iv.  The  heading  is  not  of  the  essence  of  the 
rate ;  and  it  has  never  been  decided  that  any  heading  is  essential.  If 
the  word  '*  repairs"  is  construed  to  mean  more  than  repairs  of  the 
church,  it  must  be  confined  to  expenses  which  the  inhabitants  in  a 
common  law  parish  are  bou&d  to  provide  for.    Stat.  58  G.  S,  c.  45,  s. 

(a)  See  Farlu  v.  Chetterton,  2  Moo.  P.  C.  880. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  &  SMITH.    Q.  B.  357 

66,  meant  to  apply  to  parishes  or  extra-parochial  places  mentioned  in 
sect.  52  as  contradistinguished  from  ecclesiastical  districts  under  that 
Act.  [They  also  referred  to  sect.  36.]  [Cockburn,  C.  J. — Surely 
sect.  56  applies  to  common  parishes  also.  Suppose  a  parish  in  which 
a  n6W  church  is  wanted.]  This  rate  refers  to  the  salary  of  an  organ- 
ist and  other  matters  which  cannot  be  allowed  without  the  consent  of 
the  vestry.  [Blackburn,  J. — The  statute  of  circumspect^  agatis,  18 
Edw.  1,  St.  4,  which  enjoined  that  there  should  be  no  prohibition  of  a 
suit  on  account  of  the  church  *being  uncovered  or  non  de-  r^oro 
center  ornata,  shows  that  fit  church  ornaments  are  legal,  and  ^ 
that  might,  I  think,  include  the  salary  of  an  organist.]  In  Tann  v. 
Owen,  1  Burn  Eccl.  Law,  9th  ed.,  by  Phillimore,  388  b,  Dr.  Lushing- 
ton  held  that  a  large  illegal  item  entirely  vitiates  the  rate.  [Black- 
burn, J. — Suppose  this  was  a  common  law  parish,  and  a  common  law 
church  rate,  is  there  any  item  so  objectionable  as  to  vitiate  the  rate?] 
The  item  "transcribing  registers,"  is  one  which  even  the  consent  of 
the  vestry  would  not  render  valid.  [DotDdeawell,  contra. — A  register 
of  marriages,  christenings,  and  burials  must  be  kept :  stat.  58  G.  3,  c. 
45,  8.  27;  and  the  transcript  of  all  such  must  be  transmitted  to  the 
registrar  of  the  diocese :  52  G.  3,  c.  146,  s.  7. 

Further,  according  to  the  true  construction  of  the  Church  Building 
Acts,  all  power  of  levying  the  church  rate  in  these  district  parishes  is 
taken  away.  Stat.  58  G.  3,  c.  45,  s.  70,  provided  for  the  repairs  of 
district  churches  by  rates  to  be  raised  within  the  district  as  in  the  case 
of  repairs  of  churches  by  parishes ;  but  that  is  repealed  by  stat.  59  G. 
8,  c.  134,  s.  80,  by  which  a  select  vestry  for  the  care  and  management 
of  the  concerns  of  the  district  church  and  all  matters  relating  thereto 
is  to  be  appointed  by  the  Commissioners;  and  such  select  vestry  shall 
annually  elect  or  appoint  the  churchwarden  to  be  named  on  the  part 
of  the  parish.  [Blackburn,  J. — There  is  no  repeal  of  stat.  58  G.  3, 
c.  45,  8.  70,  either  by  express  words  or  by  implication.  The  latter 
enactment  ia  cumulative  on  the  former,  and  carries  it  out.  You  were 
well  advised  not  to  mention  this  point  when  the  rule  was  moved  for.] 

*At  any  rate  the  first  question  is  fit  to  be  put  upon  the  record.   r»g59 

Out.  adv.  vuU.       ^ 

WiaHTMAN,  J.  (Feb.  22d),  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  Court. 

This  was  a  rule  calling  upon  the  official  principal  of  the  Consistorial 
Court  of  London,  to  show  cause  why  a  writ  of  prohibition  should  not 
issue  against  his  proceeding  in  a  suit  instituted  by  the  churchwardens 
of  the  district  parish  of  St.  Bartholomew,  Sydenham,  against  Bichard 
Beall  for  subtraction  of  church  rate. 

It  appeared  the  parish  of  Lewisham,  in  Kent,  was,  in  1855,  divided 
into  three  ecclesiastical  districts  under  the  provisions  of  the  21st  sec- 
tion of  the  58  G.  3,  c.  45,  and  subject  to  the  other  provisions  of  that 
and  the  other  Church  Building  Acts;  and  that  one  of  such  districts 
was  assigned  to  a  church  called  the  Church  of  St.  Bartholomew,  built 
under  the  provisions  of  those  Acts  at  Sydenham,  and  was  called  the 
district  parish  of  St  Bartholomew,  Sydenham.  On  the  15th  of  June, 
1860,  a  rate  was  made  by  the  churchwardens  and  other  parishioners 
of  the  district,  "for  ana  towards  the  repairs  of  the  district  parish 
church  of  St.  Bartholomew,  Sydenham."  The  rate  in  form  was  "for 
and  towards  the  repairs  of  the  church;"  but  it  appeared  that  the  rate 
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was  made,  not  only  for  the  repairs  of  the  church,  properly  so  called, 
but  in  respect  of  other  expenses  necessary  for  the  proper  performance 
of  divine  service,  such  as  lighting  and  washing,  and  for  stationery,  for 
registers,  and  other  necessary  expenses  of  the  like  nature. 

It-was  hardly  contended,  in  support  of  the  rule,  that  such  a  rate  as 


*360] 


that  in  question  might  not  have  been  *legal1y  made,  if  made 
at  common  law  upon  the  inhabitants  of  an  old  undivided  par- 
ish :  but  it  was  said  that  the  rate  in  question  could  only  be  made  by 
virtue  of  the  powers  given  by  the  70th  section  of  the  68  G.  3,  c.  46, 
and  the  other  Church  Building  Acts,  and  that  it  must  be  limited  to 
ihe  "  repairs"  of  the  <3hurch  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word  '*  repairs," 
and  that  such  expenses  as  lighting  and  washing  and  providing  sta- 
tionery, &c.,  however  necessary,  could  not  be  the  subject  of  a  rate, 
but  must  either  be  provided  for  out  of  the  surplus  of  pew-rents,  or,  if 
that  fund  failed,  by  voluntary  contributions. 

By  the  6Sd  section  of  the  58  G.  3,  c.  45,  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 
sioners may  prescribe  what  amount  of  rent  mav  be  taken  for  pews  or 
seats  in  the  new  district  churches,  and  the  produce  of  the  rents  are  to 
fi)rm  a  fund,  out  of  which  provision  is  to  be  made  for  the  spiritual 
person  appointed  to  serve  the  church,  and  for  a  clerk.  The  26th  and 
27th  sections  of  the  69  G.  3,  c.  134,  contain  various  provisions  as  to 
the  application  of  the  pew-rents  of  churches  built  under  the  Church 
Building  Acts,  and,  if  any  surplus  remains  after  certain  speci- 
fied objects  have  been  fulfilled,  such  surplus  may  be  applied  in  aid 
of  the  church  rate  if  the  Commissioners  think  fit.  In  the  present  case 
it  does  not  appear  that,  after  providing  for  the  purposes  to  which  the 
pew-rents  are  by  the  statute  in  the  first  instance  to  be  applied,  there 
is  any  surplus  applicable  to  the  defraying  of  such  expenses  as  those 
now  in  question.  The  3  G.  4,  c.  72,  s.  20,  to  which  reference  was 
made  in  the  course  of  the  argument,  does  not  appear  to  have  any  ma- 
terial bearing  upon  the  points  in  contest  in  this  case. 
^3611  '^^^  great  question  is,  as  to  the  meaning  and  intention  *of 
^  the  legislature  in  the  use  of  the  term  "  repairs"  in  the  70th  sect, 
of  the  68  Geo.  3,  c.  46.  Is  that  word  to  be  construed  in  the  strict 
sense  of  repairs  to  the  fabric  of  the  church,  or  may  it  include  expenses 
necessary  for  the  proper  and  decent  performance  of  divine  service, 
and  the  other  offices  to  be  performed  in  the  church  and  necessarily 
incident  thereto?  In  the  next  section  of  the  Act  (the  71st)  it  is  pro- 
vided, that  the  district  shall  remain  subject  for  twenty  years  to  be 
rated  as  part  of  the  original  parish  to  the  repair  of  the  original  parish 
church :  and  that  after  the  expiration  of  such  twenty  years  the  parish 
church  shall  be  repaired  by  so  much  of  the  old  parish  as  is  left  after 
the  district  has  been  taken  from  it.  As  the  word  ^*  repair"  is  the 
only  word  under  which  a  church  rate  could  be  made,  in  respect  of  the 
original  parish  church  under  the  71st  section,  the  legislature  must 
have  intended  that,  as  far  as  that  church  was  concerned,  the  rate  made 
under  that  section  might  include  the  expenses  necessary  for  the  decent 
and  proper  administration  of  the  services  of  the  church ;  otherwise 
there  could  be  no  fund  for  that  purpose  applicable  to  the  mother 
church,  after  a  district  had  been  taken  from  it.  This  view  of  the  case 
was  taken  by  Dr.  Lushington,  Judge  of  the  Consistorial  Court,  in  the 
case  of  Chesterton  and  another  v.  Farlar,  1  Curt.  Eccl.  Rep.  345,  ivhich 
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was  referred  to  upon  the  argameDt  of  this  case.  In  that  case  a  dis- 
trict had  been  formed  out  of  the  parish  of  EensiDgton,  under  the  68 
Geo.  8,  c.  45,  and,  whilst  the  twenty  years  were  running,  a  rate  was 
made  upon  the  whole  of  the  original  parish,  including  the  district,  for 
expenses  not  only  for  the  repairs  of  the  fabric  of  the  church,  but  for 
expenses  which  were  necessary  for  the  decent  and  due  performance 
of  divine  service ;  and  *payment  of  the  rate  was  resisted  on  the  r«ogo 
ground,  amongst  others,  that  the  district,  during  the  twenty  ^ 
years,  was  only  liable  to  contribute  to  a  rate  for  the  repair  of  the 
mother  church,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word  "repair,"  and  not  for 
the  expenses  necessary  for  and  incident  to  the  due  and  proper  per- 
formance of  the  services  of  the  church  :  but  Dr.  Lushington,  in  giving 
judgment,  p.  856,  said,  "  I  think  that  according  to  the  true  construc- 
tion of  this  claaae  (the  71st)  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  are  liable 
to  be  assessed  to  the  incidental  expenses,  precisely  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  to  the  repairs  of  the  mother  church,  indeed,  were  it  otherwise, 
the  necessary  consequence  would  be  great  inconvenience  and  confu- 
sion." The  rate  in  that  case  was  set  aside  upon  another  ground,  but 
not  upon  the  objection  observed  upon  by  Dr.  Lushington  as  above. 
If  suoh  a  construction  may  reasonably  be  given  to  the  provision  in 
the  71st  section,  the  same  construction  ought  to  be  given  to  similar 
words  in  the  70th  section ;  and  unless  such  a  construction  be  given 
to  the  terms  used  in  the  70th  section,  there  is  no  provision  for  any 
fund  for  defraying  the  necesaary  expenses  for  the  due  performance  of 
the  offices  of  the  church  in  a  district  parish,-^an  omission  which  the 
legislature  can  hardly  have  intended. 

Upon  the  whole  we  think  that  though  the  legislature  in  terms, 
taken  according  to  their  strict  literal  meaning,  only  authorizes,  by  the 
70th  and  71st  sections  of  the  58  Geo.  8,  c.  45,  a  rate  for  the  repairs 
of  the  church,  it  intended  to  include  within  those  terms  a  rate  for  the 
expenses  necessary  for  the  due  performance  of  the  offices  of  the  church 
as  well  as  for  the  repairs  of  the  fabric,  and  we  therefore  are  of  opinion 
that  the  rule  for  a  prohibition  should  be  discharged. 

*Philip  Smith,  for  Dowdeawell,  prayed  that  the  rule  might  r^ogo 
be  discharged  with  costs,  because  it  was  the  duty  of  the  church-  ^ 
wardens  to  resist  the  rule,  and  they  had  no  funds  out  of  which  they 
could  properly  reimburse  themselves.  After  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Lush- 
ington in  Chesterton  v.  Farlar,  1  Curt.  Eccl.  Bep.  845,  856,  the  motion 
must  be  considered  a  speculative  one. 

WiGHTKAN,  J. — We  think  this  question  might  fairly  be  raised,  as 
one  by  no  means  free  from  doubt. 

Bule  discharged  without  C08ts.(a) 

(a)  In  the  following  Easter  Term,  the  Court  of  GommoD  Pleas  refused  a  rule  for  a  prohibi- 
tion.   See  IS  0.  B.  N.  8.  220  (B.  C.  L.  R.  roL  104). 
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GALLIABD,  Appellant,  LAXTON,  Respondent.    Feb.  22, 
Arrat — Police  constahle, —  Warrant — Bastardy  order, —  Withdrawal  of  information. 

1.  A  poHoe  eontUble  who  makes  an  arrest  under  a  warrant  from  a  jusiiee  of  tho  paaee  for 
disobedience  to  a  bastardy  order,  is  bound  to  bare  the  warrant  in  his  posseeslon  at  the  time ; 
and  this  although  the  warrant  was  in  the  possession  of  his  superior  oflloer  at  the  station  ho«se, 
and  althongh  the  ofleer  making  the  arrest  was  not  called  on  to  show  it. 

2.  Two  informations  were  laid  against  a  party,  one  charging  him  with  tha  resone  of  a  paraoa 
oat  of  lawful  custody,  and  the  other  with  an  assanlt  on  two  police  constablee ;  but  on  the  party 
being  brought  up  before  the  petty  sessions,  the  firf  t  of  these  informations  was  withdrawn :  held, 
that  this  was  no  valid  ground  of  objection  to  proceeding  on  the  second  Informatipn* 

This  was  a  case  stated  for  the  opinion  of  this  Court  under  20  &  21 
Vict,  a  43,  8,  2. 

On  the  8d  July,  1861,  the  two  following  informations  were  laid 
against  the  appellant  before  a  magistrate  of  the  county  of  Chester. 
♦8641  "County  of  Chester,  to  wit. — The  information  and  *com- 
^  plaint  of  Charles  Laxton,  of  the  township  of  Nantwich,  in  tbe 
said  county  of  Chester,  superintendent  of  police  (the  respondent), 
taken  and  made  upon  oath  this  3d  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord  1861,  before  me,  the  undersigned,  Thomas  Brook,  clerk,  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county,  at  the 
township  of  Wistaston,  in  the  said  county  of  Chester,  who  saith  that 
he  hath  just  cause  to  believe  and  suspect,  and  doth  believe  and  sus- 
pect, that  Charles  Galliard  (the  appellant),  John  Galliard,  Louisa 
Galliard,  and  Margaret,  wife  of  Charles  Galliard,  of  the  township  of 
Monks  Coppenhall,  in  the  said  county,  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  aforesaid,  at  the  township  of  Monks  Coppenhall  aforesaid,  whilst 
one  William  Galliard  was  in  the  lawful  custoay  of  one  Henry  Dyson, 
a  constable,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  under  the  hand  and 
seal  of  Thomas  Brook,  clerk,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  iustioes  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  the  said  county,  for  arrears  in  bastardy,  unlawfully, 
lorcibly,  and  feloniously  did  rescue  the  said  William  Galliard  out  of 
the  custody  of  the  said  Henry  Dyson,  and  him,  the  said  William  Gal- 
liard, did  put  at  large,  to  go  whithersoever  he  would,  against  tbe 
form  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  and  against  tbe 
peace  of  Our  lady  the  Queen,  her  crown  and  dignity;  and  thereupon 
this  informant  prayeth  that  the  said  Charles  Galliard,  John  Galliard, 
Louisa  Galliara,  and  Margaret  Galliard,  may  be  apprehended  for  their 
said  offence,  and  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

(Signed)  "  Chables  Laxton. 

''Sworn,  &c.  Thomas  BBOok." 

County  of  Chester,  to  wit. — Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  3d  day 
*8651  ^^  ^^^y»  ^^  ^^®  y^^  ^f  ^^^  l^r^  1861,  at  *  Wistaston,  in  the 
^  said  county  of  Chester,  Charles  Laxton,  of  Nantwich,  in  the 
said  county  of  Chester,  superintendent  of  police,  personally  oometh 
before  me,  Thomas  Brook,  clerk,  the  undersigned,  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Chester,  and  upon 
his  oath 'informeth  me,  upon  information  received,  that  Charles  Gal- 
liard; John  Galliard,  Louisa  Galliard  and  Margaret,  wife  of  Charles 
Galliard,  of  the  township  of  Monks  Coppenhall,  in  the  said  county  of 
Chester,  within  the  space  of  three  calendar  months  now  last  past,  to 
wit  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1861,  at  the  township  of  Monks  Coppen- 
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hall,  in  the  said  county  of  Chester,  unlawfully  did  assault  Henry  Dyson 
and  John  Sharman,  of  Monks  Coppenhall  aforesaid,  police  constables, 
contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided; 
wherefore  the  said  Charles  Laxton  prayeth  the  consideration  of  me, 
the  said  justice,  in  the  premises,  and  that  the  said  Charles  Galliard, 
John  Galliard,  Louisa  Galliard  and  Margaret  Galliard  may  be  appre- 
hended and  brought  to  appear  before  me,  and  answer  the  premises, 
and  make  their  defence  thereto. 

(Signed)  "  Charles  Laxton. 

''  Taken  and  sworn  before  me,  &c. 

"  Thomas  Brook." 

Upon  both  of  these  informations  warrants  were  issued,  and  the  ap- 
pellant was  brought  up  before  the  undersigned  magistrate  on  the  6th 
July,  1861,  at  a  petty  session  held  at  Nantwich :  when  the  respondent 
withdrew  the  information  No.  1,  but  proceeded  with  the  information 
No.  2. 

It  was  proved  by  evidence  that  a  warrant  under  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  101, 
8.  8,  for  arresting  William  Galliard,  the  appellant's  brother,  was 
issued  on  the  8th  September,' 1861,  and  was  as  follows: — 

"  County  of  Chester,  to  wit. — To  the  constable  of  *the  town-   r#o/»d 
ship  of  Nantwich,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  and  all  Her  '- 
Majesty's  officers  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  whom  these 
may  concern. — 

Whereas  information  and  complaint  have  been  made  upon  oath 
before  me,  Thomas  Brook,  clerk,  one  of  Her. Majesty's  jasflxses  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Chester,  on  the  8th  day  of  September,  1860, 
by  Eliza  Lowe,  of  the  township  of  Nantwich,  in  the  county  of  Chester, 
single  woman,  that  by  an  order  made  under  the  authority  of  the  statute 
passed  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Her  present  Majesty,  intituled 
'An  Act  for  the  further  Amendment  of  the  Law  relating  to  the  Poor 
of  England,'  at  the  petty  sessions  holden  in  and  for  the  division  of 
the  hundred  of  Nantwich,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  on  the  7th  day 
of  August,  1860,  by  Her  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
said  county,  acting  in  and  for  the  said  division,  then  and  there  assem- 
bled, William  Galliard,  of  the  township  of  Monks  Coppenhall,  in  the 
county  of  Chester,  puddler,  was  adjudged  to  be  the  putative  father  of 
a  bastard  child  then  lately  born  of  her  body ;  and  that  in  and  by  the 
said  order  it  was  ordered  that  the  said  William  Galliard  should  pay 
to  her,  the  said  Eliza  Lowe,  so  long  as  she  should  live  and  should  be 
of  sound  mind,  and  should  not  be  in  any  gaol  or  prison,  or  under 
sentenc^f  transportation,  or  to  such  person  who  might  be  appointed 
le  cystody  of  such  bastard  child  under  the  provisions  of  the 
'  e,  ffie  sum  of  Is,  6d.  per  week  until  such  child  should 
age  of  thirteen  years,  or  should  die,  or  she  the  said  mother 
larrjr,  and  the  sum  of  55.  for  the  midwife,  and  the  sum  of  21. 
is.  for  the  costs  incurred  in  the  obtaining  such  order;  and  that  the 
said  William  Galliard  hath  had  due  notice  of  *the  said  order ;  r»Qg«T 
and  that  the  said  bastard  child  is  now  living,  under  the  age  of /- 
thirteen  years ;  and  that  she,  the  said  mother,  hath  not  been  married 
since  the  said  order  was  made ;  and  that  the  payments  directed  to  be 
made  by  the  said  order  have  not  been  made  according  thereto  by  the 
said  William  Galliard;  and  that  there  is  now  an  arrear  for  the  same 
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the  sum  of  195.  6rf.,  being  the  amount  of  arrears  for  thirteen  weeks' 
payments,  and  58,  for  the  midwife,  and  the  sum  of  2^.  4^.  for  the  costs 
incurred  in  the  obtaining  such  order ;  these  are  therefore,  in  Her 
Majesty's  name,  to  command  you,  the  said  constable  or  other  officer 
of  the  peace,  or  some  or  one  of  you,  forthwith  to  apprehend  the  said 
William  Galliard  and  convey  him  before  two  of  Her  Majesty's  justices 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  of  Chester,  to  answer  the 
premises,  and  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

"Given  under ymy  hand  and  seal,  at  the  township  of  Nantwich,  io 
the  county  of  Chester,  this  8th  day  of  September,  1860. 

(Signed),  "Thomas  Brook." 

^  This  warrant  was  given  to  the  superintendant  of  police,  and  by  him 
^ven  to  the  police  at  Monks  Coppenhall,  and  it  had  been  for  a  time 
in  the  possession  of  police  constable  Dyson.  On  the  night  of  the  first 
July,  police  constables  Dyson  and  Sharman,  being  on  duty  in  uniform 
as  constables,  in  Monks  Coppenhall,  arrested  the  appellant's  brother, 
William  Galliard,  under  the  warrant  dated  the  8th  September,  1860, 
but  they  had  not  the  warrant  in  their  possession  at  the  time,  it  being 
then  at  the  statioiThouse  m  Monks  Coppenhall,  fn  tEe^Tpossession  of 
their  superior  officer.  Inspector  Wilson. 

After  the  respondent's  witnesses  had  been  eicamined,  the  attorney 

*3681  ^^^  ^^^  appellant  took  the  following  *objections — first,  that  the 

"^  -*^  J  arrest  was  illegal,  the  warrant  of  the  8th  September,  1860,  not 

being  in  the  possession  of  the  police  constables  when  the  arrest  took 

place ;  secondly,  that  the  respondent,  having  withdrawn  the  charge  of 

"^*"  rescue,  could  not  proceed  with  that  for  the  assault,  as  the  lesser 

/offence  merged  in  the  greater  one;  and  that  the  withdrawal  amounted 

Ito  an  acquittal,  on  the  principle  of  autrefois  acquit,  and  that  he  could 

1  {not  be  retried  for  the  same  ofience. 

.    The  justices  were  satisfied  that  the  assault  had  been  committed,  and 

.  -  Ahat  the  objections  were  not  tenable,  and  convicted  the  defendant  in 

61,  including  costs,  and  in  default  to  be  committed  to  Chester  Guol 

for  two  months. 

The  questions  submitted  for  the  opinion  of  this  Court  were: 
*  First,  whether,  the  warrant  of  the  8th  September,  1860,  having 
been  issued  in  the  form  above  set  forth,  and  being  in  the  hands  of 
^sA  the  police,  an  inferior  officer  of  the  same  force,  not  having  the  war- 
rant in  his  actual  possession  at  the  time  of  the  arrest,  was  legally 
justified  in  arresting  William  Galliard. 
J  .  Secondly,  whether  the  information  No.  1  being  withdrawn  amounted 
to  such  a  trial  and  acquittal  that  the  appellant  could  not  bqgped  on 
the  information  No.  2.  'JL    ^M 

The  case  was  argued,  on  the  14th  February,  before  Ivgj^BiQ  .and 
Crompton,  JJ.  ^B^ 

Oibbons,  for  the  appellant. — The  first  question  is  whetfiei^fhen  a 
police  constable  arrests  a  person  under  a  warrant,  he  is  bound  to  have 
tlie  warrant  with  him  at  the  time.  This  precise  point  does  not  seem 
to  have  ever  arisen  before ;  but  there  are  authorities  which  show  in- 
*3691  ^^''^^^y  ^^^^  ^®  **•  ^^  Dalton  *on  Sheriffs,  c.  22,  p.  110,  ed. 
^  1682,  the  law  is  thus  laid  down :  ^*  A  known  and  sworn  officer 
(be  he  sheriff,  under-sheriff,  bailiff,  or  serjeant)  needs  not  to  show  his 
warrant  or  writ,  when  he  cometh  to  serve  it  upon  any  man's  person, 
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or  goods,  although  the  party  demandeth  it :  but  a  special  bailiflF,  or 
other  person  who  is  no  sworn  and  known  officer,  must  show  their '- 
warrant  to  the  party,  if  he  demands  it,  or  otherwise  the  party  may 
make  resistance,  and  needs  not  to  obey  it."  Lambard  also,  in  his 
Eirenarcha,  book  2,  ch.  6,  pp.  188-9,  ed.  1610,  speaks  of  the  bailiff 
who  has  a  warrant  to  arrest  on  suspicion  of  felony  as  serving  the  war- 
rant. The  officer  could  not  "  serve"  the  warrant,  or  show  it  to  the 
party,  or  declare  its  contents  to  him,  unless  it  was  in  his  actual  pos- 
session ;  whereas,  here,  it  was  not  only  not  in  his  possession,  but  was 
at  the  station-house  under  the  control  of  his  superior  officer.  [Wight- 
man,  J. — He  might  have  read  it  before.  Besides,  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  was  called  on  to  show  it.]  Bequest  to  show  the  warrant  should 
be  presumed.  The  practice  in  civil  cases  affords  an  analogy;  where 
the  usage  is  for  the  bailiff  to  have  his  warrant  with  him,  as  appears 
from  Robins  v.  Hender,  3  Dowl.  P.  C.  543.  [Wightman,  J. — I  am 
not  sure  of  that.  Tn  Robins  v.  Hender  there  was  no  arrest  made.]  In 
Fownes  v.  Stokes,  4  Dowl.  P.  C.  125,  an  application  was  made  to  dis- 
charge a  party  on  the  ground,  among  others,  that  at  the  time  of  his 
arrest  the  officer  had  not  the  warrant  in  his  possession.  [Wightman, 
J. — ^There  the  Court  did  not  discharge  the  arrested  party.]  Broad- 
foot's  Case,  Fost.  154,  and  Dixon's  Case,  1  East,  P.  C.  c.  5.  s.  80,  p. 
818,  are  authorities  that  the  same  practice  holds  in  case  of  impress- 
ment for  the  naval  service.  [Cbompton,  J. — In  those  cases  the 
parties  making  the  *arrest  were  not  authorized  to  do  so  by  r„t07A 
their  warrant.]  In  Rex  v.  Whalley,  7  C.  &  P.  245  (E.  C.  L.  L  "^^  • 
R.  vol.  32),  where  Commissioners  of  bankrupts  issued  a  warrant  to 
apprehend  a  bankrupt,  directed  to  certain  persons  by  name  and  their 
assistants,  it  was  held  that  the  warrant  did  not  justify  the  apprehen- 
sion of  the  bankrupt  by  a  person  who  was  not  in  presence,  either 
actual  or  constructive,  of  those  named  in  the  warrant,  although  he 
had  at  the  moment  the  warrant  in  his  possession.  In  Rex  v.  Patience, 
7  C.  &  P.  775  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  82),  where  a  constable  had  a  warrant  to 
apprehend  a  party,  and  employed  his  sons  to  take  him,  who,  the  father 
being  in  sight  at  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off,  proceeded  to  arrest 
him,  it  was  held  by  Parke,  B.,  that  the  arrest  was  illegal.  [Wight- 
man,  J. — There  the  warrant  was  not  addressed  to  the  person  making 
the  arrest.]  [He  also  cited  Hooper  v.  Lane,  6  H.  L.  Ca.  443,  and  Cook 
V.  Nethercote,  «  C.  &  P.  741  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  25.)] 

Secondly,  the  first  information  having  been  withdrawn,  the  defend- 
ant was  not  liable  to  be  tried  on  the  second.     [He  cited  Tunnicliffis  v. 
Tedd,  6^.  B.  553  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  57).]     [Crompton,  J.— With- 
m  is  not  like  an  acquittal.     Wightman,  J. — 
)ide  this  point.    Suppose  the  Attorney-General 
L>8equi.] 

I  on  the  other  side.  Our.  adv.  vuU. 

)  Court  was  now  delivered  by 
3  first  question  proposed  to  us  is  of  much  general 
importance,  inasmuch  as  it  may  arise  in  cases  where  resistance  to  an 
arrest  may  be  carried  to  the  extent  of  wounding  or  even  killing  the 
.officer. 

"^It  appears  that  a  warrant  had  been  made  by  a  magistrate  r^g^i 
for  the  county  of  Chester,  directed  ^*  To  the  constable  of  the  ^ 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


871  GALLIARD  v.  LAXTON.    H.  V.  1862 

township  of  Nantwicb,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  and  all  Her  Majesty's 
officers  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  ;*'  commanding  them  or 
some  or  one  of  them  forthwith  to  apprehend  William  Oalliard,  and  con- 
vey him  before  two  justices  of  the  county  of  Chester,  to  answer  for 
not  obeying  a  bastardy  order  for  payment  of  money.     This  order  is 
stated  to  have  been  given  to  the  superintendent  of  police,  and  by  him 
to  have  been  given  to  the  police  at  Monks  Coppenhall  in  the  county 
of  Chester  (of  which  place  William  Galliard  is  stated  in  the  warrant 
to  be);  and  it  had  subsequently  been  in  the  possession  of  Dyson,  one 
of  the  police  constables  who  arrested  William  Qalliard ;  but  he  had 
it  not  with  him  at  the  time  he  made  the  arreist,  it  being  then  at  the 
station-house  at  Monks  Coppenhall,  in  the  actual  possession  of  the 
superintendant  of  police  there.  *  On  the  night  of  the  Ist  of  July  last, 
J  Dyson,  with  another  police  constable  of  the  county,  arrested  William  \ 
r  Galliard  under  the  warrant,  but  did  not  produce  it,  nor  were  they  I 
\  asked  to^oduee  it ;  and  the  question  is  whether,  to  make  the  arrest    | 
]legal,  they  must  at  the  time  have  had  the  warrant  with  them,  ready    ' 
/to  have  been  produced  if  necessary. 

^     The  warrant  is  not  addressed  to  any  officer  by  name,  but  to  the 
constable  of  NantWicfi  and  all  the  peace  officers  of  the  county  gener- 
ally, and  this  general  form  of  direction  seems  to  be  warranted  by  the 
6  G.  4,  c.  18,  8.  6,  and  Dvson  and  the  other  policeman  both  came 
within  the  description  of  the  persons  to  whom  it  is  addressed.     We 
are  not  told  what  words  were  used  by  the  officers  at  the  time  thej 
made  the  arrest,  but  as  no  point  seems  to  have  been  raised  upon 
*8721   *^^y  omission  to  inform  William  Galliard  of  the  nature  of  the 
^  charge,  it  may  be  presumed  that  they  did  tell  him,  not  only 
that  they  arrested  him  under  the  warrant,  but  what  the  charge  was. 
As  they  were  obviously  police  constables,  we  think  that  they  were 
not  bound  in  the  first  instaqce  to  produce  the  warrant  at  the  time  they 
made  the  arrest,  but  that  as  this  was  not  a  charge  of  felony,  but  rather/ 
in  the  nature  of  a  civil  than  of  a  criminal  proceeding,  the  warrant! 
ought  to  have  been  produced,  if  required,  ana  that  an  arrest  withoati  - 
such  production  would  not  be  legal.    The  production  of  the  warrant! 
was  not  however  required  before  or  at  the  time  that  the  arrest  was* 
made,  notwithstanding  the  resistance  of  the  appellant  and  his  brother, 
nor  indeed  at  any  time ;  and  as  the  warrant  was  in  existence  at  the 
station-house,  where  no  doubt  it  could  readily  have  been  procuredpit 
may  be  said  that^ihere  was  no  reason  for  its  being  in  the  hands  or  the 
pocket  of  one  of  the  officers,  and  no  disadvantage  to  the  person 
arrested  by  reason  of  its  not.  being  there-^That  no  doubt 
under  the  circumstances  which  occurred  in  this  case, 
had  happened  that,  after  the  arrest  had  been  effec 
resistance  made,  and  before  the  appellant's  brother 
the  station-house  where  the  warrant  was,  he  had  requesi 

to  produce  it,  which,  not  having  it,  they  could  not  do,  L^,^ «»^. 

case  have  stood  then  ?  We  have  already  expressed  our  opnnon  that, 
if  requested,  the  officers  were  bound  to  produce  the  warrant,  and  if  so, 
the  keeping  him  in  custody  after  such  request  and  non-compliance 
would  not  be  legal,  and  it  could  hardly  be  contended  that  the  arrest 
itself  would  be  legal  though  the  detention,  under  the  circumstances  \ 
7t  » 
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above  supposed,  would  be  illegal;  and  in  *thi8  view  of  the  case  r«Qi^Q 
it  appears  to  us  that  the  officers  were  bound  to  have  the  war-   *•         i 
rant  ready  to  be  produced  if  required,  and  that,  if  they  had  it  not,)  ^ 
the  arrest  would  not  be  legal.  ^  If  an  action  had  been  brought  against 
the  officers  for  making  the  arrest,  and  they  had  pleaded  a  plea  of  jus* 
tification  under  the  warrant,  they  must,  according  to  all  the  precedents, 
have  pleaded  that  it  was  delivered  to  them  to  be  executed ;  and  though 
it  is  not  stated  in  the  precedents  that  they  had  actual  possession  at  the 
time  of  the  arrest,  it  is  to  be  presumed  from  the  allegation  of  delivery 
to  them,  that  they  continued  to  hold  it.  •  Mackalley's  Case,  9  Co.  65  b, 
is  distinguishable,  on  the  ground  suggested  by  Mr.  East  in  his  Trea- 
tise on  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  vol.  1,  p.  819,  citing  1  Hale  P.  C.  458;  - 
and,  indeed,  we  are  unable  to  find  any  case  in  which  the  precise  point 
raised  for  our  consideration  has  been  decided :  but  we  are,  upon  the 
whole,  of  opinion  that  the  officers  making  the  arrest  ought  to  have! 
bad  the  warrant  with  them  ready  to  be  produced  in  case  it  should  bel 
required,  and  that,  not  having  it,  they  were  not  justified  in  making  I 
the  arrest.  * 

As  to  the  second  point,  we  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  with- 
drawing the  information  for  a  rescue  afibrded  no  valid  ground  of  ob- 
jection to  the  proceeding  on  the  information  for  an  assault. 

Conviction  quashed. 


♦EBAY,  Appellant,  SOMER,  Respondent.    Feh.  22.         [*874: 

CKnTchwardea. — CcmUnuanee  in  office. — Signing  jury  liats,--^  G.  4,  c,  50. — 5  4r  6 

W.  4,  e.  6%  S.9. 

1.  An  outgoing  ohuroh warden,  whose  year  of  office  has  expired,  oontinnes  in  office  until  his 
•ucoesfor  if  not  only  elected,  bat  haa  made  the  declaration  sabstitated  for  the  oath  by  stat  5 
A  6  W.  4,  c;  62, 1.  9. 

i.  So  held  upon  an  information  for  not  signing  the  jury  lists  pursuant  to  stat  6  G.  4,  o.  50. 

Cask  stated  pursuant  to  stat.  20  &  21  Yict.  c.  43,  s.  2.  Upon  an 
information  preferred  before  three  justices  of  the  county  of  Corn- 
wall by  James  Somer,  the  high  constable  of  the  hundred  of  Lesnewth, 
against  William  Bray,  for  that  he  had,  as  churchwarden  of  the  parish 
of  Trene^los,  in  the  said  county,  neglected  to  sign  the  list  of  jurors 
for  the  said  parish  for  the  year  1861,  the  defendant  was  convict^  and 
adjudged  to  pay  a  fine  of  6L 

Th|^||^^nt  having,  on  the  30th  September,  1861,  appeared  upon 
eum^^^Hjfl^er  to  the  information,  it  was  proved,  on  the  part  of 
the^^^^^^Ahat  William  Bray  was  in  the  year  1857  duly  elected 
chttl^^^^^BI^  the  parish  of  Treneglos,  and  subscribed  the  statu 
tory  c^^^^Bn  for  performing  the  duties  of  the  office ;  that  in  the 
year  l^l^raa  again  in  1859,  he  was  similarly  elected,  and  on  each 
of  the  two  last-mentioned  occasions  again  subscribed  the  declaration 
when  accepting  office;  that  in  the  year  1860  Richard  Chapman,  a  person 
liable  to  serve  the  office  of  churchwarden  for  Treneglos,  was  duly 
elected  churchwarden  of  that  parish,  but  did  not  subscribe  the  statu- 
tory declaration  for  performing  his  duties  as  churchwarden,  and  that 
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*S751  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  performed  sucli  duties ;  that,  except  *as 
J  aforesaid,  no  person  had,  since  Easter  1859,  been  elected  into 
and  accepted  the  ofSce  of  churchwarden  for  Treneglos;  and  that 
William  Bray  had  not  done  any  official  act  since  the  expiration  of  the 
year  1859-60,  and  had  at  all  times  subsequently  refusea  to  do  any  act 
as  churchwarden,  contending  that  he  was  not  bound  to  fill  the  office 
of  churchwarden  longer  than  during  the  one  year  for  which  he  was 
last  elected.  Whereupon  the  justices  (knowing  the  great  importance 
of  the  jury  lists  to  the  due  administration  of  justice,  and  that  such 
lists  could  not  be  received  and  certified  by  them  as  true  lists  of  all 
such  persons  within  the  respective  parishes  of  the  division  of  Les- 
newth,  in  the  said  county,  as  were  by  law  liable  to  serve  on  juries, 
unless  such  lists  were  attested  and  subscribed  by  those  officers  who 
are  required  by  stat.  6  G.  4,  c.  50,  to  attend  and  subscribe  the  same)  did 
adjudge  and  determine  that  William  Bray  was  still  a  churchwarden 
for  the  parish,  and  was  bound  to  act  as  such  until  his  successor  should 
be  appointed  and  duly  qualified  by  subscribing  the  proper  declaration, 
i  and  that  he,  William  Bray,  ought  to  have  signed  the  jury  list. 

If  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  William  Bray  was  bound  to 
sign  the  said  jury  list,  according  to  stat.  6  G.  4,  c.  50,  then  the  con- 
viction should  be  confirmed.  But  if  the  Court  should  beef  a  contrary 
opinion,  then  the  conviction  should  be  quashed. 

The  case  was  argued  on  February  15th  and  17th,  before  Wightman 
and  Crompton,  JJ. 

Walter  Smith,  tor  the  respondent. — The  question  is,  whether  the 
appellant  continued  in  the  office  of  churchwarden  so  as  to  be  bound 
♦3761  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^®*'  ^^^  *8UCcessor,  though  duly  elected,  not 
-I  having  made  the  declaration  substituted  for  the  oath  by  stat.  5  &  6 
W.  4,  0.  62,  8.  9.  The  general  rule  is  that  an  annual  officer  continues 
in  office  until  his  successor  is  elected  and  sworn  1  Foot  v.  Prowse,  1 
Str.  625,  per  King,  G.  J.  And  by  canon  118  of  the  canons  of  1603,(a) 
"  The  office  of  all  churchwardens  and  sidemen  shall  be  reputed  ever 
hereafter  to  continue  until  the  new  churchwardens  that  shall  succeed 
them,  be  sworn  ;"  and  they  are  directed  to  perform  the  duty  of  ex- 
hibiting their  presentments  *'  before  the  newly -chosen  churchwardens 
and  sidemen  be  sworn."  By  canon  89,{b)  indeed,  the  churchwardens 
or  questmen  shall  not  continue  "  any  longer  than  one  year  in  that 
office,  except  perhaps  they  be  chosen  again  in  like  manner  f  bat  in  1 
Bum's  Eccl.  Law,  9th  ed.,  by  Phillimore,  p.  409,  tit  Ohurchtvardens 
[and  Vestry],  after  citing  this  canon,  it  is  added,  "  For  although,  in 
some  places,  there  is  but  one  new  churchwarden  yearlyelec^||^e  who 
was  junior  churchwarden  before  being  continued  ojfl^^^^Bt  in 
that  case  the  books  of  common  law,  as  well  as  the^^^^^^^ne  a 
new  election  to  be  made  of  both."  [Wiohtman,  J.-^^^^^^Rons 
are  not  inconsistent.]  The  oath  of  office  (c)  related  alm^^^HRvely 
to  ecclesiastical  matters.  In  an  anonymous  case  cited  ii^mRtr.  267, 
'<  The  Court  said,  that  it  has  been  resolved.  That  he  may  execute  his 
office  before  he  is  sworn,  though  it  is  convenient  he  should  be  sworn ;" 
but»  in  The  King  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Whitchurch,  7  B.  &  C.  678, 

(a)  2  Gibs.  Cod.  tit  xlii.  o.  3,  p.  962,  2d  ed. 
(6)  1  Gibs.  Cod.  tit.  ix.  o.  zt.  p.  215,  2d  ed. 
(o)  1  Gibs.  Cod.  tit  ix.  o.  xv.  p.  216,  Dote  (m)  to  oftnon  118,  2d  ed. 
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584  f  E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  14),  Littledale,  J.,  observed,  '*  Upon  the  question 
whetner  a  churchwarden  can  lawfully  do  any  act  before  he  is  actually 
Bworn  into  oflSce,  I  entertain  *some  doubt.  That  matter  was  r^ontr 
not  fully  discussed  in  the  ease  cited  from  Ventris."  In  The  '■ 
King  V.  Marsh,  5  A.  &  E.  468  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  81),  service  of  notice  on 
a  person  who  continued  to  do  the  duties  of  the  office  of  churchwarden 
of  a  tithing  after  the  year  of  his  office  had  expired,  because  his  suc- 
cessor, though  elected,  had  not  been  sworn  in  or  acted,  was  held  valid 
under  sect.  8  of  The  General  Enclosure  Act,  41  G.  8,  o.  109,  which  re- 
quires the  notice  to  be  served  upon  *'one  of  the  churchwardens  or 
overseers  of  the  poof  of  the  respective  parishes."  [He  referred  to  the 
observations  of  Lord  Denman  and  Littledale,  J.,  in  that  case,  p.  476, 
and  also  cited  Garsington  v.  The  Holy  Trinity  in  Oxford,  cited  in  Burr. 
S.  C.  80,  240.]  Therefore  election  alone  does  not  put  a  man  into  the 
office  of  churchwarden.  [Wightman,  J. — For  some  purposes  it  does 
not  do  so;  but  the  question  is,  whether  it  does  not  for  lay  duties  im- 
posed by  Act  of  Parliament.  There  may  be  a  difference  as  to  this 
between  ecclesiastical  and  legal  matters.  Cbompton,  J. — The  old 
churchwardens  may  make  church  rates  until  the  new  churchwardens 
are  chosen.]  In  Bogers's  Eccl.  Law,  p.  245,  2d  ed.,  it  is  said  of  the 
newly-elected  churchwardens  that  ''till  sworn,  they  can  do  no  legal 
act  as  churchwardens,  although  they  served  the  office  the  former  year, 
for  they  are  chosen  or  sworn  but  for  one  year.  Prideaux  68 ;  Gibs. 
Cod.  215,  and  vide  1  Vent.  267."  Sect.  9  of  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  62, 
after  reciting  that  "persons  serving  the  offices  of  churchwarden  and 
sidesman  are  at  present  required  to  take  an  oath  of  office  before  enter- 
ing upon  the  execution  thereof,  and  also  an  oath  on  quitting  such 
office,"  enacts  "  that  in  future  every  person  *entering  upon  the  r«D'7o 
office  of  churchwarden  or  sidesman,  before  beginning  to  dis-  ^ 
charge  the  duties  thereof,  shall,  in  lieu  of  such  oath  of  office,  make' 
and  subscribe  ....  a  declaration  that  he  will  faithfully  and  dili- 
gently perform  the  duties  of  his  office ;"  and  the  oath  on  quitting  office 
is  abolished.  This  enactment  is  in  confirmation  of  the  118th  canon, 
and  shows  that  the  person  elected  is  not  iii  office  before  he  has  made 
the  declaration.  [Wightman,  J. — It  does  not  show  that  he  could 
not  act  before  making  the  declaration.]  There  cannot  be  a  hiatus  be- 
tween the  old  churchwardens  quitting  office  and  the  new  church- 
wardens coming  in,  because,  bv  stat.  59  G.  8,  c.  12,  s.  17,  the  parish 
property  is  vested  in  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,  and  it  remains 
m  the  old  churchwardens  until  the  new  churchwardens  make  the  de- 
claration.^ JHe  cited  Woodcock  v.  Gibson,  4  B.  &  C.  462  (E.  C.  L.  B. 
M^^,  iflTMAN,  J.— But  in  Garsington  v.  The  Holy  Trinity 
jnf-Burr.  S.  C.  80,  240,  the  swearing  in  of  a  tithing- 
3k* to  the  time  of  his  election  to  the  office.  Is  there 
any  moJe  qKompelling  the  man  who  has  been  chosen  as  successor  to 
make  the  declaration  ?]  He  might  have  been  excommunicated  for 
refusing  to  take  the  oath :  Bogers's  Eccl.  Law  245,  2d  ed. ;  and,  if  a 
parishioner  liable  to  serve  the  office  of  churchwarden  is  chosen,  he 
may  be  compelled  to  serve  by  citation  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Court : 
Cooper  i;.  Allnutt,  8  Phill.  Eccl.  Bep.  165.  And  the  archdeacon  may 
be  compelled  by  mandamus  to  administer  the  declaration):  Anon.,  1 
Ventr.  267. 
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Collier^  for  the  appellant. — As  soon  as  the  new  churchwarden  is 
elected  he  is  in  the  office,  and  may  perform  the  duties  of  it.  The 
*3791  ^^'^^"S  ^^  ^^^  declaration  *is  not  a  condition  precedent,  other- 
-'  wise  his  predecessor  might  be  burdened  with  the  office  for  life, 
if  the  parishioners  chose  persons  who  would  not  qualify.  In  The 
King  V.  The  Inhabitants  of  Corfe  Mullen,  1  B.  &  Ad.  211  (E.  C.  L. 
B.  vol.  20),  where  the  question  was  whether  a  man  had  gained  a  set- 
tlement by  serving  the  office  of  tithingman,  Bayley,  J.,  in  delivering 
the  judgment  of  the  Court,  said,  p.  218,  ''There  can  be  no  question 
that  he  executed  the  office  de  facto ^  nor,  indeed,  can  there  be  any  that, 
for  some  purposes  at  least,  he  executed  it  dejure.  Swearing  in  may 
be  rendered  necessary  either  to  enable  the  party  to  serve  the  offic^,  or 
to  impose  a  greater  sanction  on  his  discharge  of  it.  We  think,  in  this 
case,  the  latter  is  the  object;''  and  the  anonymous  case  in  1  yentr.267 
is  recognised.  [Crompton,  J. — The  distinction  taken  by  Bayley,  J., 
there  was  that  in  the  case  of  a  person  in  the  office  de  facto  his  acts 
were  good ;  here  the  question  is  whether  election  alone  makes  a  man 
in  the  office  de  facto.  Wightman,  J. — Suppose  the  precept  under 
Stat.  6  O.  4,  c.  60,  had  been  sent  to  Chapman,  it  would  have  been  no 
answer  for  him  to  say,  "I  have  not  made  the  declaration;"  the  reply 
would  be,  "  You  have  been  elected ;"  he  could  not,  in  order  to  get  rid 
of  an  onerous  duty  imposed  upon  him,  say  that  he  did  not  choose  to 
make  the  declaration.]  There  has  been  a  valid  election  of  a  succes- 
sor; and  it  is  for  the  parishioners  to  make  him  do  his  duty.  It  is  for 
the  persons  wishing  the  jury  list  to  be  signed  to  call  upon  Chapman 
to  make  the  required  declaration  and  sign  that  list. 

Walter  Smith,  in  reply. — The  legality  of  the  acts  of  the  church- 
^oQAi  warden  before  he  had  taken  the  oath  was  not  in  question  in 
^^"J  The  King  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  *  Whitchurch,  7  B.  &  C.  573 
(E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  14),  and  the  dictum  of  King,  C.  J.,  in  Foot  v,  Prowse, 
1  Str.  625,  was  extrajudicial ;  nor  was  it  necessary  to  refer  to  the  case 
of  a  churchwarden  in  The  King  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Corfe  Mullen, 
1  B.  &  Ad.  211  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  20).  [Crompton,  J.— In  the  latter 
case,  the  question  being  whether  a  pauper  had  gained  a  settlement  by 
serving  the  office  of  tithingman,  it  appeared  that  he  had  executed  the 
office,  and  therefore  was  tithingman  de  facto.]  Here  the  person  elected 
may  have  good  reason  for  not  making  the  declaration.  [ Wightman,  J. 
— The  case  finds  that  he  is  a  fit  person  to,  serve  the  office  of  church- 
warden,, and  qualified  in  all  respects  except  making  the  declaration. 
What  is  the  effect  of  making  the  declaration  ?]  The  persons  chosen 
are  churchwardens  from  that  time,  and  not  before.  [Wi^^THAN,  J. 
— Suppose  a  churchwarden  does  not  make  the  decU]|i^6dkntil  a 
month  before  he  goes  out  of  office.]  He  will  only  ha#(q^Len^purch- 
warden  for  a  month.  [ Wightman,  J. — And  yet  it  is  anHnw  office. 
Suppose  Chapman  now  makes  the  declaration,  does  his  ^ar  of  office 
date  from  the  time  of  making  the  declaration?]  In  Cripps*8  Eocl. 
Law,  190,  8d  ed.,  it  is  said  that  the  churchwardens  are  to  appear  to 
be  sworn  into  their  office  at  the  next  visitation  after  their  election, 
"and  until  they  are  so  sworn  they  can  do  no  legal  act;  but  the  old 
churchwardens  continue  in  office  until  the  new  ones  are  sworn :  and 
>even  if  the  old  churchwardens  should  be  re-elected,  they  must  still 
'be  resworn."     [Crompton,  J. — Suppose  a  new  churchwarden  drops 
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down  dead  before  he  has  had  time  to  make  the  declaration,  it  would 
be  convenient  that  the  old  churchwarden  should  remain  in  office  until 
a  new  election.]  Our.  adv.  vuU. 

♦WiGHTMAN,  J.  (Feb.  22),  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  p»qg. 
Court.  I  ooi 

The  case  of  the  appellant, — in  being  obliged  to  continue  in  the 
office  of  churchwarden,  because  a  successor  duly  elected  and  other- 
wise qualified  refuses  to  be  sworn  or  to  make  the  substituted  declara- 
tion,— appears  a  case  of  so  much  hardship,  that  we  should  have  been 
well  disposed  to  have  given  judgment  in  his  favour,  if  we  could  have 
done  so  consistently  with  the  authorities. 

The  question  is,  whether  the  outgoing  churchwarden,  whose  year 
of  office  has  expired,  may  be  considered  as  continuing  in  office  until 
his  successor  is  not  only  elected,  but  sworn,  or  has  made  the  substi- 
tuted declaration. 

The  118th  canon  says,  **  the  office  of  all  churchwardens  and  sidemen 
shall  be  reputed  ever  hereafter  to  continue  until  the  new  church- 
wardens, that  shall  succeed  them,  be  sworn."  The  necessity  for 
swearing  a  churchwarden  in  order  to  enable  him  to  act  de  jure,  is 
recognised  by  several  authorities  in  the  Courts  of  law  as  well  as  in 
the  ecclesiastical  Courts.  In  an  anonymous  case  reported  in  1  Ventr. 
267,  it  is  said  that  a  churchwarden  may  act  before  he  is  sworn ;  but 
that  is  the  only  case  of  which  we  are  aware  to  the  same  effect,  and  its 
authority  upon  this  point  is  greatly  weakened  by  the  observations  of 
Lord  Denman  and  Littledale,  J.,  in  The  King  v.  Marsh,  6  A.  &  £* 
468,  476  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  81).  In  the  case  of  Foot  v.  Prowse,  1  Str. 
625,  King,  C.  J.,  compared  the  case  of  aldermen,  who  are  annually 
elected,  to  the  case  of  constables  and  other  annuid  officers,  "  who  are 
good  officers  after  the  year  is  out,  until  another  is  elected  and  sworn." 
In  The  King  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Whitchurch,  7  B.  &  C.  573  (E.  C. 
L.  B.  vol.  14),  it  was  held  by  the  Court  that,  in  favour  of  an  ancient 
*certificate  purporting  to  be  made  by  a  churchwarden,  they  r«QOA 
would  presume  that  he  was  sworn  before  he  made  it,  i^pa-  *- 
rently  considering  that  taking  the  oath  was  necessary  to  make  him 
churchwarden  de  jure:  and  we  may  observe  further  that,  by  the  64 
Geo.  3,  c.  107,  s.  1,  it  is  enacted,  "  that  indentures  for  binding  poor 
apprentices  executed  by  persons  acting  as  churchwardens  of  a  town- 
ship, hamlet,  or  chapelry,  shall  be  deemed  as  good  as  if  the  same  had 
been  executed  by  persons  actually  sworn  into  the  office  of  church- 
warden of  such  township,  hamlet,  or  chapelry ;  Provided  always,  that 
such  persons  shall  have  been  duly  sworn  into  the  office  of  church- 
warden of  the  parish  wherein  the  township,  hamlet  or  chapelry,  bind- 
ing sii^h  poor  apprentice  be  contained,  or  into  the  office  of  church- 
warden of  ^uch  township,  hamlet  or  chapelry.  In  this  enactment,  the 
Legislature  appears  to  have  considered  that  it  was  a  necessary  quali- 
fication for  a  churchwarden,  to  enable  him  to  do  the  acts  specified, 
that  he  should  be  sworn  either  as  churchwarden  of  the  parish,  or  of 
the  township,  hamlet,  or  chapelry.  It  is  not  necessary  to  decide,  in 
this  case,  whether  if  Chapman  had  acted  in  the  office  of  churchwarden 
his  acts  might  have  been  valid  as  being  those  of  a  churchwarden  de 
fftdto ;  but  he  never  acted  in  any  way,  or  took  upon  himself  the  office, 
and,  not  having  been  sworn  or  made  the  declaration,  it  would  appear 
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from  the  authorities  that  he  cannot  be  a  churchwarden  de  jure.  It 
therefore  would  seem  to  follow,  that  Bray  may  be  considered  to  con- 
tinue in  the  of&ce,  as  no  successor  has  been  sworn,  or  done  any  act 
which  would  make  him  a  churchwarden. 

We  think  therefore  that  we  cannot  relieve  the  appellant,  and  that 
in  point  of  strict  law  he  was  bound  to  have  signed  the  jury  list. 

Conviction  affirmed  without  costs. 


*S88]  *LITTLE  v.  PHILPOTTS.    Feb.  22. 

Beg.  Gen.  HU.  2  W.  4,  r.  93.— Co««*.— /Sirf-<#.— ^Ktom^*'  lien. 

Alter  rerdiot  a  rale  niiii  for  e  new  trial  was  granted ;  and  on  the  hearing,  the  eante  ftnd 
another  eanse  between  the  same  parties  then  pending  in  a  eonnty  oonrt,  and  all  matters  la 
differenoe  between  the  parties  to  those  canses,  were  by  consent  refwred  to  a  barrister,  the  oiMts 
of  the  canses  respeotirely,  and  of  the  rale,  to  abide  the  event,  and  the  costs  of  the  reference  and 
the  award  to  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  arbitrator ;  the  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  in  both  actions 
being  the  same.  The  arbitrator  decided  the  caase  in  this  Conrt  in  faronr  of  the  defendant^  and 
the  cause  in  the  county  conrt  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff,  with  damages  45^  10«.  M.,  and  gave  tba 
plaintiff  the  costs  of  the  reference,  and  divided  the  cos  to  of  his  award :  Held  that,  under  Keg. 
Gen.  Hil.  2  W.  4,  r.  93,  the  costo  of  the  cause  in  this  Court,  and  of  the  rale,  could  not  be  set 
off  against  the  money  and  costo  payable  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  other  cause,  to  the  pr^udioe  of 
the  lien  of  the  plaintiff's  attoroey,  as  they  were  not  **  interlocntory  costo  in  the  same  svit^ 
awarded  to  the  adverse  party/'  within  the  proviso  to  that  rale. 

A  VBRDICT  having  been  obtained  for  the  plaintiff  in  this  cause,  a 
rule  nisi  for  a  new  trial  was  granted.  On  the  hearing,  this  Ck)urt,  by 
consent,  set  aside  the  verdict,  and  ordered  that  the  cause,  and  another 
cause  of  Little  and  Williams  against  the  same  defendant,  then  pend- 
ing in  the  county  court  of  Carmarthen,  and  all  matters  in  differenoe 
between  the  parties  to  these  causes,  and  each  of  them,  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  barrister ;  the  costs  of  the  causes  respectively,  and  of  the 
rule,  to  abide  the  event ;  and  the  costs  of  the  reference  and  the  award 
to  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  arbitrator. 

The  arbitrator  by  his  award  decided  the  cause  of  Little  v.  Philpotts 
in  favour  of  the  defendant.  He  decided  the  cause  of  Little  and  Wil- 
liams V.  Philpotts,  in  favour  of  the  plaintif&,  with  45Z.  10«.  6d.  dam- 
ages. And  he  found  that  there  are  no  other  matters  in  difference 
between  the  parties.  He  gave  to  Little  and  Williams  the  costs  of  the 
reference,  and  divided  the  costs  of  his  award. 

The  award  provided  that,  if  Little  and  Williams  in  the  first  in- 
*3841  ^^*^^  P*'^  *^^  whole  or  more  than  one-half  of  *the  costs  of  the 
-I  award,  then  Philpotts  should  repay  to  them  so  much  of  the 
amount  as  exceeded  the  half  of  the  costs;  and  that,  if  Philpotts  in 
the  first  instance  paid  the  whole  or  more  than  one-half  of  the  costs  of 
the  award,  then  that  Little  and  Williams  should  repay  to  him  so 
much  of  the  amount  as  exceeded  the  half  of  the  costs. 

In  an  affidavit  by  the  defendant  in  the  cause  in  this  Court,  it  was 
stated,  in  substance,  that  although  the  action  was  brought  by  Little 
alone  it  really  was  the  action  of  Williams  also.  It  was  also  stated 
that  there  was  no  chance  of  getting  anything  from  the  plaintiff.  There 
was  no  affidavit  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  to  contradict  either  of 
these  statements.  The  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  in  both  actions  was 
the  same. 
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In  Michaelmas  term,  1861, 

Quain  obtained  a  rule  calling  upon  the  plaintiff  to  show  cause  why 
the  costs  of  the  cause  in  this  Court,  and  of  the  rule,  should  not  be 
set  off  against  the  money  and  costs  payable  to  Little  and  Williams, 
which  they  were  entitled  to  receive  from  the  defendant  under  the 
award  of  the  arbitrator. 

In  the  same  Term,  Nov.  26th, 

Woolktt  showed  cause. — The  question  is  whether,  when  two  actions 
are  referred  together  with  all  matters  in  difference,  and  the  costs  to 
abide  the  event,  and  in  one  of  the  actions  there  is  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint, the  judgments  can  be  set  off  without  regard  to  the  lien  of  the 
plaintiff's  attorney  for  his  costs.  The  fact  of  the  two  actions  being 
in  Courts  having  separate  jurisdictions  mitkes  no  difference.  By 
Beg.  Gen.  Hil.  2  W.  4.  rule  98  (see  8  B.  &  Ad.  888  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol. 
28)),  "No  set-off  of  damages  or  costs  between  parties  shall  be  allowed 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  attorney's  lien  for  costs  in  the  particular  suit 
*again8t  which  the  set-off  is  sought,  provided,  nevertheless,  that  r«Q05 
interlocutory  costs  in  the  same  suit,  awarded  to  the  adverse  ^ 
party  may  be  deducted."  Cowell  v.  Betteley,  10  Bing.  482,(a)  decided 
that  the  Bule  of  Court  applied  to  causes  referred  to  an  arbitrator. 
Tindal,  C.  J.,  said,  10  Bing.  488,  "It  is  unnecessary  to  decide  whether 
the  arbitrator  had  or  had  not  authority  to  order  this  set-off  as  between 
the  parties  to  the  two  causes.  The  question  is,  whether  the  Jus  tertii 
of  the  attorney  is  to  be  governed  by  the  act  of  the  arbitrator,  con- 
trary to  the  express  provision  of  a  rule  of  Court, — in  other  words, 
whether  we  shall  put  such  a  construction  on  the  award  of  the  arbitra- 
tor as  will  defeat  the  rule  of  Court If  there  had  been 

no  arbitration,  the  parties  could  not,  by  their  own  agreement,  divest 
the  attorney  of  his  lien  on  the  judgment;  neither  can  they  by  refer- 
ring to  arbitration."  In  Simpson  v.  Lamb,  7  E.  &  B.  84  (E.  C.  L.  B. 
vol.  90),  upon  an  application  to  set  off  one  judgment  against  another, 
this  Court,  in  the  exercise  of  its  equitable  jurisdiction,  held  that  the 
right  of  set-off  was  subject  not  only  to  the  attorney's  lien  for  costs, 
but  to  any  equitable  rights  acquired  in  the  judgment.  In  Dunn  v. 
West,  10  C.  B.  420  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  70),  which  will  be  relied  on  by 
the  other  side,  the  plaintiff  having  become  bankrupt,  his  assets  had 
passed  to  the  assignees,  and  the  application  was  made  by  tho  attorney 
to  enforce  his  lien  against  the  plaintiff  and  his  assignees  and  the 
defendant. 

Quain,  in  support  of  the  rule. — Beg.  Gen.  H.  2  W.  4,  r.  98,  has  no 
application  here ;  it  applies  only  to  the  set-off'  of  damages  or  costs 
between  the  same  parties  in  different  suits :  Scott  v.  Count  de  Biche- 
bourg,  11  C.  B.  447,  451  (E.  C.  L.  B.  73),  per  *Jervis,  C.  J.  r»ggg 
Here  the  parties  to  the  action  in  this  Court  and  to  the  plaint  ^ 
in  the  county  Court  are  not  the  same.  A  plaint  in  a  county  Court  is 
not  a  suit  within  the  meaning  of  Beg.  Qen.  H.  2  W.  4,  r.  98.  More- 
over, that  rule  only  '^  applies  to  cases  where  there  is  a  cross  claim  for 
costs  in  separate  actions" :  George  r.  Elston,  1  Bing.  N.  C.  518,  515 
(E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  27),  8  Dowl.  P.  C.  419,  per  Tindal,  C.  J.  Here  the 
order  of  reference  referring  the  two  actions  rendered  the  whole  of  the 
cross  claims  one  transaction,  as  in  Figes  v.  Adams,  4  Taunt.  682 ;  and 

(a)  S.  0.  4  Moo.  t  S.  265;  2  DowL  P.  C.  780. 
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the  order  is  drawn  up  in  one  suit.  [Cockbubn,  C.  J. — It  was  the  in- 
tention to  treat  the  action  and  the  plaint  as  two  actions,  and  amalga- 
mate them.}  The  reference  treats  both^  as  one  action,  with  separate 
issues ;  and  then  the  costs  of  the  two  actions  and  of  the  rule  become 
interlocutory  costs,  which  by  the  proviso  to  Reg.  Gen.  H.  2  W.  4,  r. 
93,  may  be  set  off  without  regard  to  the  attorney's  lien.  In  Scott  v. 
Count  de  Bichebourg,  11  C.  B.  447,  it  was  held  that  costs  of  issues 
in  fact  found  for  the  plaintiff,  and  costs  of  a  judgment  on  demurrer 
given  for  the  defendatit  in  the  same  suit,  were  interlocutory  oosts 
within  the  meaning  of  that  proviso.  In  George  v.  Elston,  there  was, 
as  there  is  here,  an  affidavit  that  the  plaintiff  was  unable  to  pay  the 
costs,  and  yet  the  Court  refused  to  regard  the  attorney's  lien.  When 
Cowell  V.  Betteley,  10  Bing.  482  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  25),  4  Moo.  &  S. 
266,  2  -Dowl.  P.  C.  280,  was  decided,  George  v.  Elston  had  not  been 
reported,  and  it  was  not  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Court  that 
the  two  actions  referred  were  in  effect  one.  The  decision  in  that  case 
is  explained  by  Maule,  J.,  in  Dunn  v.  West,  10  C.  B.  420.  During  the 
*8871  ^^S^"^®'^^  ^^  ^^*  P*  ^^^} ''  ^^^  report  in  4  Moore  *&  Scott  265, 
^  shows  the  ground  upon  which  the  Court  proceeded,  viz.,  that 
although  the  parties  might  have  bound  themselves,  so  as  to  give  the 
arbitrator  power,  as  between  them,  to  set  off  the  costs,  they  could  not 
by  their  agreement  defeat  the  lien  of  the  attorney":  and  in  his  judg- 
ment he  added,  p.  428,  '*  If  an  action  were  brought  in  the  name  of  the 
plaintiff  upon  this  award,  and  a  set-off  were  pleaded  in  respect  of  the 
costs  in  question,  could  the  attorney's  lien  be  set  up^by  way  of  repli- 
cation ?  Clearly  not :  and,  if  so,  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  in  this 
way  enforce  the  attorney's  claim The  case  is  distinguish- 
able from  Cowell  v.  Betteley,  upon  the  grounds  stated."  [Blaok- 
BORN,  J. — The  Court  treated  it  as  an  application  by  the  attorney ;  and 
Jervis,  C.  J.,  said,  p.  427,  "Now,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  applica- 
tion is  made,  not  by  Dunn,  the  party  to  whom  the  money  was  directed 
by  the  award  to  be  paid,  but  by  Dunn's  attorneys,  who  claim  a  lien 
upon  it  for  costs."]  At  any  rate  the  lien  of  the  attorney  is  only 
effectual  so  far  as  the  costs  of  the  plaint.  Cur.  adv.  vuU. 

WiGHTMAN,  J.  (Feb.  22d),  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  Court. 
After  stating  the  facts  as  set  forth  in  p.  383,  his  lordship  proceeded : 

Mr.  Quain  obtained  a  rule  nisi  to  set  ofi^  against  the  money  and 
costs  payable  to  Little  and  Williams,  the  costs  of  the  cause  in  this 
Court,  and  of  the  rule,  to  which  the  defendant  is  entitled,  as  the  arbi- 
trator has  decided  the  event  in  his  favour.  Enough  appears  on  the 
defendant's  affidavit  (when  uncontradicted  by  the  other  side)  to  lead 
us  to  the  conclusion  that,  though  the  action  in  this  Court  was  in  the 
name  of  Little  alone,  it  really  was  the  action  of  Little  and  Williams 
*3881  ^'^  ^^^'^  ^  ^^^^  ^°  the  *County  Court;  so  that  no  objection 
-■  arises  to  the  set-off  on  the  ground  that  the  parties  are  not  the 
same,  and  indeed  no  such  objection  was  raised  before  us.  Mr.  Wool- 
lett,  who  showed  cause,  did  not  object  to  the  set-off*  as  between  the 
parties,  but  insisted  that  it  could  not  be  allowed  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  lien  of  the  plaintiff'  attorney.  The  whole  question  depends  upon 
the  effect  of  tne  general  rule  of  Court,  originally  made  in  Hilary 
Term,  2  W.  4,  and  re-enacted  in  the  same  words  down  to  the  present 
time.    By  that  rule  "  no  set-off'  of  damages  or  costs  between  parties  shall 
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be  allowed  to  the  prejudice  of  the  attorney's  lien  for  costs  in  the  par- 
ticular suit  against  which  the  set-ofiF  is  sought,  provided,  nevertheless, 
that  interlocutory  costs  in  the  same  suit,  awarded  to  the  adverse  party 
may  be  deducted." 

Mr.  Quaio's  argument  was,  adopting  the  words  of  Mansfield,  C.  J., 
in  Figes  v.  Adams,  4  Taunt.  632,  634,  that  *Uhe  rule  of  reference 
renders  the  whole  of  the  cross  demands,  as  it  were,  one  transaction," 
and  he  contended  that,  viewing  it  in  this  light,  the  several^  sets  of 
costs  must  be  considered  as  "interlocutory  costs  in  the  same  suit, 
awarded  to  the  adverse  party,"  within  the  meaning  of  the  proviso  in 
the  rule.  This,  however,  we  think  is  not  the  case.  Under  this  award, 
as  the  facts  are,  the  defendant  has  nothing  given  to  him  by  the  arbi- 
trator. If  the  defendant  had  taken  up  the  award,  and  disbursed  the 
whole  costs  of  the  award  in  the  first  instance  (which  he  appears  not 
to  have  done),  he  would  have  had  a  right  to  obtain  under  the  award 
half  of  those  costs,  and  would  have  had  something  given  him  by  the 
arbitrator ;  bat,  as  it  is,  he  gets  nothing  except  the  costs  of  the  cause 
in  this  Court  and  of  the  rule.  These  were  taken  out  of  the  discretion 
of  the  arbitrator,  and  are  made  to  abide  the  *event;  that  event  r^ooQ 
has  been  determined  by  the  award  in  favour  of  the  defendant,  *■ 
hut  the  costs  are  not  given  to  him  by  the, award.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  say  what  in  our  opinion  would  be  the  case  if  the  arbitrator,  having 
power  to  award  different  sets  of  costs  according  to  his  judgment,  had 
hy  his  award  given  some  to  one  party  and  some  to  the  other.  The 
present  case  is  one  where  different  causes  are  referred  to  one  arbi- 
trator, the  costs  of  each  cause  to  abide  the  event;  and,  in  such  a  case, 
we  are  concluded  by  authority,  and  are  bound  not  to  set  off  the  several 
6osts  to  the  prejudice  of  the  attorney's  lien. 

In  Domett  v.  Helyer,  2  Dowl.  P.  0. 540,  Erie,  for  the  applicant,  took 
the  very  point,  and  "  submitted  that  as  both  judgments"  in  that  case, 
''arose  out  of  one  award,  it  might  be  an  exception"  to  the  general 
rule  of  Court  (then  very  recently  made);  but  Patteson,  J.,  sitting  in 
the  Bail  Court,  refused  to  set  off  the  one  judgment  against  the  other, 
"except  on  the  condition  of  satisfy  in<y  the  attorney's  lien."  In  Cowell 
V.  Betteley,  10  Bing.  432  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  26),  4  Moo.  k  S.  265;  2 
Dowl.  P.  C.  780,  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  came  to  a  similar  deci- 
sion, Tindal,  C.  J.,  saying  that  the  rule  of  Court  was  calculated  to 
embrace  causes  referred  as  well  as  causes  which  are  pursued  to  their 
legal  result.  In  Caddell  v.  Smart,  4  Dowl.  P.  C.  760,  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  came  to  a  similar  decision,  though  the  report  does  not  state 
the  reasons  assigned  by  them.  We  have  therefore  the  whole  of  the 
three  Courts  putting  the  same  construction  on  the  rule  of  Court  within 
a  very  short  period  after  it  was  made,  and  we  find  no  decision  the 
other  way. 

Mr.  Quain,  in  his  argument,  relied  much  on  Dunn  *t;.  West,  r^oQA 
10  C.  B.  420  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  70),  but,  on  examination,  that  ■■  ^ 
case  is  no  authority  in  his  favour.  There  the  plaintiff  had  become 
bankrupt.  Before  his  bankruptcy  the  defendant  had  made  payment 
of  the  balance  due  to  the  plaintiff,  after  deducting  the  amount  awarded 
to  the  defendant.  The  plaintiff's  attorneys  obtained  a  rule  "calling 
upon  the  plaintiff  and  his  assignees,  and  also  upon  the  defendant,  to 
show  cause  why  the  defendant  should  not  pay  to  them  (the  plaintiff's 
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attorneys)  the  balance."  Mr.  Quain,  in  arguing,  took  it  for  granted 
that  the  application  must  have  been  made  in  the  name  of  the  plainti£F, 
though  for  the  benefit  of  the  attorneys,  but,  as  is  obvious  from  the 
terms  of  the  rule  just  cited,  it  was  an  application  by  the  attorneys  to 
enforce  their  lien  against  both  parties.  There  is  a  very  marked  differ- 
ence between  such  a  case  and  those  to  which  the  rule  of  Court  is  appli- 
cable. Where  the  equitable  interposition  of  the  Court  is  required  by 
a  party  to  set  off  one  set  of  costs  or  damages  against  another,  then 
the  Court  may  properly  attach  equitable  conditions  on  the  party 
asking  for  its  equitable  interposition.  The  general  rule  of  Court  de- 
cides what  one  of  those  conditions  should  be,  and  so  long  as  that  rule 
of  Court  remains  unrepealed,  the  Court  must  withhold  its  interposition, 
unless  the  adversary's  attorney's  lien  in  the  suit  is  saved ;  but  where 
the  attorney  himself  is  the  applicant,  as  he  was  in  Dunn  t^.  West,  he 
must  show  affirmatively  some  ground  on  which  the  Court  should 
interfere  in  his  favour.  This  distinction  is  expressed  by  Maule,  J., 
both  in  Dunn  v.  West,  and  in  Scott  v.  Count  De  Richebourg,  11  C.  B. 
447,  449  (E.  C.  L.B.vol.  73);  and  it  will  be  found  that  each  Judge 
in  Dunn  v.  West  bases  his  judgment  on  the  ground  that  the  Court  had 
no  authority  to  interfere  for  the  attorney  as  they  were  asked  to  do. 
*3911  ^T^^Q  i'uIg  in  the  present  case,  therefore,  can  only  be  made 
-'  absolute  on  the  terms  that  it  be  without  prejudice  to  the  attor- 
ney's lien,  for  his  costs  in  the  plaint,  so  far  as  regards  the  set-off 
against  the  costs  of  the  plaint,  and  for  his  costs  in  the  reference,  so 
far  as  regards  the  set-off  against  the  sum  awarded,  and  the  plaintiff's 
costs  of  the  reference.  It  may  be  made  absolute  on  these  terms,  but 
as  the  opposition  to  the  rule  has  been  occasioned  by  the  defendant  de- 
manding too  much,  it  must  be  on  the  terms  that  the  costs  of  this  rule 
be  borne  by  the  defendant.  If  the  defendant  does  not  within  a  week 
intimate  at  the  Rule  Office  his  election  to  make  the  rule  absolute  on 
those  terms,  it  must  be  discharged  with  costs. 

Rule  accordingly. 


The  QUEEN  v.  The  INHABITANTS  of  the  Borough  of  LEO- 
MINSTER.    Feb.  22. 

Order  of  removal.-^ Service  by  post-Sunday. -A  <fc  5  fF.  4,  c.  76,  *.  79.-29  Car.  % 

c.  7,  *.  6. 

By  Stat.  4  A  5  W.  4,  0.  76,  e.  79,  no  pauper  shaU  be  removed  under  any  order  of  remoral 
untU  twenty-one  days  after  a  notice  of  ohargeability,  aooompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  order  and 
of  the  eramination,  ihall  have  been  sent  **  by  post  or  otherwise,"  by  the  overseers  of  the  parish 
obtaining  the  order,  to  the  overseers  of  the  parish  to  whom  the  order  is  directed.  Held  that, 
admitting  that  the  delivery  of  those  documents  in  the  ordinary  manner  would  be  service  of  an 
order  or  process  within  stat  20  Car.  2,  c.  7,  s.  6,  the  transmission  of  them  by  post  under  sect. 
79  of  Stat.  4  A  &  W.  4,  c.  76,  where,  by  the  ordinary  course  of  post,  they  reached  on  Sunday 
tiie  bands  of  the  overseers  of  the  parish  to  whom  the  order  was  directed,  was  not  void  by  stat 
29  Car.  2,  o.  7,  s.  6. 

Upon  appeal,  at  the  Michaelmas  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  county  of 
Stafford,  in  1860,  against  an  order  for  the  removal  of  Rose  Scarlett, 
the  widow  of  Edward  Scarlett,  and  her  three  children,  from  the  parish 
of  Sedgley,  in  tbe  said  county,  to  the  borough  of  Leominster,  in  the 
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county  of  Hereford,  the  Quarter  Sessions  confirmed  the  order,  subject 
to  the  opinion  of  this  Court,  on  the  following  case. 

*The  overseers  and  churchwardens  of  the  respondent  parish  pogo 
of  Sedgley  sent  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  ap-  ^ 
pellant  borough  of  Leominster  the  notice  of  the  pauper's  chargeability, 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  order  of  removal  and  a  statement  of 
the  grounds  of  removal  by  the  post  (see  stat.  4  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  79). 
These  documents  were  posted  at  Dudley,  on  Saturday  the  25th  August, 
1860.  According  to  the  usual  and  regular  course  of  the  post,  between 
Dudley  and  Leominster,  letters  posted  at  Dudley  on  the  Saturday 
arrive  at  Leominster  and  are  delivered  to  the  persons  to  whom  they 
are  addressed  on  the  Sunday.  The  documents  above  mentioned  were, 
in  accordance  with  the  usual  course  of  the  post,  delivered  by  a  letter 
carrier  employed  by  the  post  oi&ce  to  the  parish  officer  of  Leominster 
to  whom  they  were  addressed  on  Sunday  the  26th  August.  On  the 
12th  September  the  parish  officers  applied  for  and  on  the  16th  Sep- 
tember obtained  a  copy  of  the  depositions  upon  which  the  order  of 
removal  was  made,  and  notice  of  appeal  for  the  Michaelmas  sessions 
and  grounds  of  appeal  were  in  due  time  given  and  served  on  the  re- 
spondent parish. 

The  grounds  of  appeal  admitted  the  birth  settlement  of  the  pau- 

{)er's  husband,  Edward  Scarlett,  and  of  his  father,  to  be  in  the  appel- 
ant borough,  as  stated  in  the  grounds  of  removal;  and  alleged, 
amongst  other  matters,  that  the  service  of  the  order  of  removal  was 
not  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  in  such  case 
made  and  provided ;  and  set  up  a  derivative  settlement  of  Edward 
Scarlett,  the  pauper's  husband,  in  the  parish  of  Wellington,  in  the 
county  of  Hereford,  in  right  of  his  grandfather. 

At  the  hearing,  objection  was  taken  by  the  appellants  that  the  ser- 
vice upon  the  Sunday  of  the  notice  *of  chargeability,  order  of  r^ogo 
removal  and  grounds  of  removal,  under  the  circumstances  '- 
above  stated,  was  altogether  void  under  stat.  29  Car.  2,  c.  7.  On  be- 
half of  the  respondents  it  was  contended  that  the  delivery  of  the 
documents  by  the  servant  of  the  post  office  on  Sunday  was  not  a  ser- 
vice within  the  meaning  of  the  29  Car.  2,  c.  7,  s.  6;  the  sending  by 
the  post  on  Saturday  being  in  accordance  with  stat.  4  &  5  W.  4,  c.  76, 
and  it  appearing  that  the  documents  would  have  been  in  sufficient  time 
if  delivered  on  the  following  Monday.  And,  moreover,  that  if  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  should  hold  the  objection  valid,  then  they 
should  be  entitled  to  ask  that  the  appeal  be  dismissed. 

The  chairman  stated  that  the  justices  then  constituting  the  Court 
were  equally  divided  in  opinion  upon  the  objection,  and  that,  conse- 
quently, the  hearing  of  the  appeal  upon  the  merits  must  proceed.  The 
appellants  offered  no  evidence,  and  the  witnesses  for  the  appellants 
were  called  upon  their  subpoena,  but  they  were  not  in  attendance  and 
did  not  appear,  and  thereupon  the  Court  confirmed  the  order  of  re- 
moval with  costs,  and  afterwards  granted  the  present  case. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  was,  whether  the  service 
of  the  notice  of  chargeability,  order  of  removal  and  grounds  of  removal 
under  the  above  circumstances  was  void. 

If  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  such  service  was  void,  then 
the  order  of  Quarter  Sessions  was  to  be  set  aside,  and  an  order  made 
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dismissing  the  appeal  or  quashing  the  order  of  removal  not  upon  the 
merits  or  such  other  order  as  this  Court  should  direct.  But  if  the 
Court  should  be  of  a  contrary  opinion,  then  the  order  of  Quarter 
Sessions  was  to  be  confirmed. 

♦3941       '^^^  ^^®®  ^^  argued,  in  Michaelmas  Term,  1861,  *Nov.  ISth, 
J  before  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  Wightman  and  Blackburn,  JJ. 

J.  E,  Davis  appeared  for  the  respondents;  but  the  Court  called 
upon 

H.  Matthews  and  A.  Staveley  Hill,  for  the  appellants. — ^First.  These 
documents  are  within  sect.  6  of  stat.  29  Car.  2,  o.  7,  which  enacts  that 
"  no  person  upon  the  Lord's  day  shall  serve  or  execute,  or  cause  to  be 
served  or  executed,  any  writ,  process,  warrant,  order,  judgment,  or 
decree,  (except,  &c.),  but  that  the  service  of  every  such  writ,  process, 
warrant,  order,  judgment,  or  decree  shall  be  void  to  all  intents  and 

Purposes  whatsoever."     In  Be  The  Inhabitants  of  Asprell  v.  The 
ustices  of  Lancashire  (a)  a  notice  of  appeal  was  held  to  be  process 
within  section  6.     [Cockburn,  C.  J. — I  doubt  whether  a  document  is 

Srocess  unless  it  issues  from  a  Court.  Wightman,  J. — One  of  the 
ocuments  in  this  case  is  a  copy  of  the  order,  whicb  is  within  the 
terms  of  sect.  6.]  Then,  as  the  documents  reached  the  appellants  on 
Sunday,  the  delivery  was  void.  Stat.  4  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  79,  requires 
that  these  documents  shall  be  sent,  "  by  post  or  otherwise,"  to  the 
overseers  of  the  parish  to  whom  the  order  of  removal  is  directed ;  the 
permission  to  send  them  by  post  is  in  ease  of  the  parish  officers  by 
whom  they  are  to  be  sent.  Wightman,  J. — Suppose  the  documents 
had  remained  in  the  post  office  until  Monday.]  In  The  Queen  v.  The 
Inhabitants  of  Slawstoue,  18  Q.  B.  388  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  83),  it  was 
held  that  a  notice  of  appeal,  sent  by  post  in  pursuance  of  stat.  14  k  15 
Vict.  c.  105,  8.  10,  was  to  be  considered  as  **  given"  (which  is  the  word 
*3961  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^'  ^^  *  ^^  Vict.  c.  81,  s.  9)  on  the  *day  on  which, 
-*  according  to  the  ordinary  course  of  post,  it  would  have  reached 
the  person  to  whom  it  was  sent,  though  in  fact  it  was  delivered  on  a 
later  day.  [Blackburn,  J. — The  Queen  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Slaw- 
stone,  16  Q.  B.  388  (E.  C.  L.  p.  vol.  83),  does  not  decide  that  delivery 
of  the  notice  on  the  later  day  would  not  be  good  if  it  was  in  time. 
Cockburn,  C.  J. — In  that  case  there  was  no  question  about  delivery 
on  Sunday.  These  documents  would  be  sure  to  reach  the  appellants 
on  Monday  at  latest,  which  would  be  in  time.]  In  Colvill,  appt., 
Lewis,  resp.,  2  C.  B.  60  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  52),  it  was  held  that  a  notice 
of  objection  to  the  person  on  the  list  of  voters  for  a  parliamentary 
borough  which  was  sent  to  him  by  post  in  pursuance  of  stat.  6  &  7 
Vict.  c.  18,  s.  101,  and  which,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  post,  was  de- 
livered on  Sunday,  was  well  served;  but  that  was  because  such  a 
notice  is  not  a  warrant,  process,  or  order  within  stat.  29  Car.  2,  a  7,  a.  6. 
As  soon  as  the  documents  are  delivered  by  the  postman  at  the  house 
of  the  overseer  they  are  served.  In  Re  The  Inhabitants  of  Asprell  v. 
The  Justices  of  Lancashire,  16  Jur.  1067,  note,  service  of  notice  of 
appeal  on  Sunday  was  held  bad,  though  it  was  argued  that  such  ser< 
vice,  being  the  act  of  the  servants  of  the  post  office,  was  no  default  of 
the  overseers  sending  the  notice.  In  that  case  service  on  the  following 
Monday  would  have  been  too  late :  but  it  has  been  decided  that  service 

(a)  The  Queen  v.  The  InhabitanU  of  Slawstone,  16  Jar.  1067,  note. 
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of  a  writ  and  of  a  notice  of  plea  on  Sunday  is  absolutely  void  as  a 
matter  of  public  policy;  Taylor  v.  Phillips,  8  East  155:  Koberts  v. 
Monkhouse,  8  East  547.  [Thev  also  cited  Hughes  v.  Budd,  8  Dowl. 
P.  C.  315,  and  Re  Eggington,  2  E.  &  B.  717  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  75).] 
♦[WiQHTMAN,  J.— In  Doe  V.  Roe,  6  B.  &  C.  764  (E.  C.  L.  R.  r»ggg 
vol.  11),  where  a  declaration  in  ejectment  was  left  at  the  house  *■ 
of  the  tenant  in  possession  on  Saturday,  but  he  did  not  receive  it  until 
the  Sunday,  it  was  held  that  that  was  not  good  service.]  In  McIIeham 
V,  Smith,  8  T.  R.  86,  the  service  of  a  rule  for  an  attachment  on  Sunday 
was  held  bad ;  though  service  of  it  on  a  later  day  would  have  been  in 
time.  [CocKBUBN,  C.  J. — That  service  could  only  have  been  effected 
by  an  individual  specially  employed  for  the  purpose.  The  question  in 
this  case  is^  whether  sect.  6  of  stat.  29  Car.  2,  c.  7,  attaches  on  the  new 
mode  of  sending  these  documents  provided  by  stat.  4  &  6  W.  4,  c,  76, 
s.  79.  Blackburn,  J. — Personal  service  of  these  documents  is  not 
required.]  It  must  be  shown  that  they  reached  the  overseers,  other- 
wise the  Sessions  would  not  have  jurisdiction  to  hear  the  appeal :  The 
Queen  v.  The  Recorder  of  Shrewsbury,  1  E.  &  B.  711  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol. 
72).  [CocKBURN,  C.  J.— Stat.  29  Car.  2,  c.  7,  s.  6,  was  intended  to 
prevent  a  man  from  being  employed  in  his  worldly  calling  on  the 
Sabbath,  but  can  that  enactment  apply  to  a  delivery  of  letters  and 
other  documents  which  is  contemplated  by  the  legislature  as  an  ordi- 
nary practice?  In  Re  The  Inhabitants  of  Asprell  v.  The  Justices  of 
Lancashire,  16  Jur.  1067,  note,  it  was  necessary  that  the  overseer 
should  take  cognisance  of  the  notice  of  appeal  delivered  on  Sunday, 
which  also  the  legislature  intended  should  not  be ;  but  if  the  letter  is 
delivered  on  Sunday,  and  the  overseer  does  not  open  it  until  tlie  next 
day,  it  would  be  a  good  service  on  Monday.  Wiqhtman,  J. — Suppose 
stat.  4  &  5  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  79,  had  not  passed,  and  a  special  messenger 
had  delivered  the  documents  in  a  letter.  Cockburn,  C.  J. — A  special 
•messenger  disturbs  the  privacy  of  the  house.]  In  The  Queen  r^QQ»j 
V.  The  Justices  of  Middlesex,  17  L.  J.  M.  C.  Ill,  12  Jur.  434,  ^  ^^' 
Erie,  J.,  held  that  service  of  notice  of  appeal  against  a  bastardy  order 
upon  the  mother  on  Sunday  would  not  be  good,  and  therefore  that 
day  was  to  be  excluded  from  the  calculation  of  the  twenty-four  hours 
within  which  notice  was  required  to  be  given  by  stat.  7  &  8  Vict  c. 
101,  s.  4.  [Blackburn,  J. — In  mercantile  matters  the  person  receiv- 
ing a  letter  is  bound  by  the  course  of  the  post:  Adams  v.  Lindsell,  1 
B.  &  A.  681 ;  Dunlop  v.  Higgins,  1  H.  L.  Ca.  381.  The  fact  of  putting 
the  documents  into  the  post  office  may  be  sufficient,  without  more,  for 
the  purpose  of  computing  the  time,  but  it  is  another  step  to  say  that 
the  aelivery  of  the  post  is  a  service  within  stat.  29  Car.  2,  c.  7,  s.  6.] 

Secondly,  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  were  equally  divided,  and 
there  was  no  decision  on  the  merits.     The  case  ought  to  have  been 
'  adjourned,  as  was  done  in  The  King  v.  The  Justices  of  Monmouth- 
shire, 8  B.  &  C.  137  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  15).     According  to  The  Queen 
V.  The  Recorder  of  Shrewsbury,  1  E.  &  B.  711,  if  the  objection  was 

5ood  the  appeal  should  have  been  dismissed.  [Cockburn,  C.  J. — 
*he  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  agreed  that  the  hearing  of  the  appeal 
upon  the  merits  should  proceed,  and  reserved  the  question  of  law  for 
the  opinion  of  this  Court.    Blackburn,  J. — What  was  done  at  the 
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Sessions  was  no  more  than  wfaat  is  done  in  this  Coart  when  the  Court 
is  equally  divided  and  the  junior  Judge  withdraws. 
*S981  *^'  '^'  ^^^^^f  ^^^  ^^®  respondent. — Assuming  that  an  order  of 
J  removal  is  process  within  stat.  29  Car.  2,  c.  7,  *8.  6,  the  deli- 
very of  it  by  post  is  neither  within  the  letter  of  the  enactment,  nor 
within  the  mischief  intended  to  be  guarded  against.  In  Bawlins, 
appt.,  The  Overseers  of  West  Derby,  resps.,  2  C.  B.  72,  82  (E.  C.  L. 
B.  vol.  52),  Erie,  J.,  observed,  "  The  overseer  who  receives  the  notice 
is  not  called  upon  to  perform  any  duty  that  can  interfere  with  the 
most  scrupulous  observance  of  the  Lord's  day."  [Cockbubn,  C.  J. — 
That  observation  applies  to  any  process.  Wightman,  J. — The  ob- 
servation was  made  with  reference  to  the  quality  of  the  document 
sent — to  show  that  it  was  not  process  within  stat.  29  Car.  2,  c.  7,  s.  6.] 
Section  79  of  stat.  4  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  and  sect.  9  of  stat.  11  &  12  Vict 
c.  81  mention  the  sending  of  the  documents  as  the  sending  of  a  notice 
of  dishonour  of  a  bill  of  exchange  would  be  spoken  of.  Assuming 
that  a  notice  sent  by  post  is  to  be  considered  as  given  on  the  day  on 
which,  according  to  the  ordinary  course  of  post,  it  would  reach  the 
person  to  whom  it  is  sent, — as  laid  down  by  Lord  Campbell  in  The 
Queen  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Slawstone,  18  Q.  B.  888,  892  (E.  C.  L. 
B.  vol.  88),  and  adhered  to  by  the  Court  in  The  Queen  v.  The  Becorder 
of  Bichmond,  E.  B.  &  E.  258  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  96),— a  statutorv  direc- 
tion that  a  document  shall  be  sent  by  post  does  not  make  the  delivery 
of  it  by  post  amount  to  service.  There  is  a  distinction  between  acting 
under  the  direction  of  an  enactment  which  authorizes  the  sending  by 
post  and  delivering  by  a  private  messenger.  In  Be  The  Inhabitants 
of  Asprell  v.  The  Justices  of  Lancashire,  16  Jur.  1067,  note,  Lord 
Campbell  said,  '*  You  cannot  make  out  that  the  notice  of  appeal  was 
delivered  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  first  day  of  the  sessions, 
without  assuming  the  delivery  of  the  notice  on  Sunday  to  be  valid.*' 
*3991  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  *  service  on  the  *following  Monday  would  have 
-'  been  too  late.  Here  the  delivery  on  Sunday  would  be  good 
for  the  Monday  following.  [He  cited  The  Queen  v.  The  Justices  of 
Kent,  18  Justice  of  the  Peace  827,  on  stat.  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  97,  s.  107.] 
Suppose  a  writ  of  summons  taken  out,  and  a  request  made  by  the 
party  that  he  might  not  be  served  personally  but  by  post,  and  it  was 
delivered  on  Sunday,  and  the  defendant  afterwards  appeared  and 
attempted  to  set  it  aside,  could  he  be  helird  to  say  that  the  service 
was  absolutely  void  ?  [Wightman,  J. — According  to  Taylor  v.  Phil- 
lips, 8  East  155,  he  might.]  Chir.  adv,  vuU. 

Wightman,  J.  (Feb.  22d),  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  Court. 

The  question  for  our  decision  in  this  case  is  whether  transmission 
of  a  notice  of  chargeability  and  copy  of  an  order  of  removal  and  state- 
ment of  the  grounds  of  removal  by  post,  under  sect.  79  of  stat.  4  k 
5  W.  4,  c.  76,  where,  by  the  ordinary  course  of  post,  the  documents 
reach  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  parish  to  which  the  removal  is 
about  to  be  made  on  a  Sunday,  is  void  b^  the  operation  of  the  29  Car. 
2,  c.  7,  s.  6.     We  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not. 

Admitting  that  the  delivery  of  such  documents  in  the  ordinary 
manner  would  be  service  of  an  order  or  process  within  the  meaning 
of  the  latter  statute,  we  are  of  opinion  ^at  transmission  by  post  is  not 
such  service.    If  transmission  by  post  had  been  service  or  equivalent 
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to  service,  the  provisions  of  sect.  79  of  stat.  4  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76  and  sect. 
10  of  Stat.  14  &  15  Vict.  c.  105  would  have  been  wholly  un-  f^aqq 
necessary.  The  efiect  of  these  *enactmenta  is  to  substitute  for  ^ 
service  something  which  certainly  was  not  **  service,"  within  the  mean- 
ing of  this  term,  as  used  in  the  29  Gar.  2,  c.  7,  s.  6.  It  appears  to  us» 
that  it  would  be  to  put  a  forced  construction  on  the  latter  statute  to 
bring  within  its  operation  something  which  at  the  time  of  its  enact- 
ment would  not  have  been  within  its  terms,  and  which,  properly  speak- 
ing, is  not,  even  by  implication,  brought  within  them  now.  The 
statutes  to  which  we  have  referred  do  not  sa^  that  the  sending  by  the 
post  shall  be  service :  they  permit  transmission  by  the  post  in  lieu  of 
service. 

Nor  is  it  clear  that  the  evil  or  inconvenience  contemplated  by  the 
29  Gar.  2,  c.  7,  s.  6,  exists  in  such  a  case.  There  is  no  desecration  of 
the  Sabbath  by  the  employment  of  an  agent  for  the  special  purpose 
of  serving  process;  no  disturbance  of  the  privacy  of  the  party  to  be 
served ;  or  (necessarily)  any  distraction  of  his  mind  from  matters  of 
higher  consideration.  If  the  letter  be  delivered  at  all  on  Sunday 
(which  must  depend  on  the  postal  regulations  of  the  district  or  parish), 
it  will  be  delivered  by  the  letter  carrier  in  the  course  of  his  ordinary 
rounds.  It  is  optional  with  the  overseer  whether  he  will  open  the 
letter  or  reserve  its  perusal  to  the  following  day.  And  as  the  legis- 
lature, in  passing  the  modern  enactments  for  the  transmission  of  these 
notices  by  post,  was  of  course  perfectly  familiar  with  the  existing 
practice  of  the  post  ofl5ce  in  respect  of  the  delivery  of  letters  on  Sun- 
day, we  cannot  but  think  that,  if  it  had  been  intended  to  make  such 
notices  void  if  they  happened  to  reach  the  officers  of  the  opponent 
parish  on  a  Sunday,  some  provision  to  that  effect  would  have  been 
added. 

We  are  also  forcibly  struck  by  the  inconvenience  which  might  arise 
from  holding  the  objection  to  be  fatal.  *Notices  of  this  sort  r^xni 
have  oflen  to  be  sent  between  distant  parishes,  where  the  course  ^ 
of  the  posts  upon  which  the  precise  hour  of  delivery  may  depend  may 
be  wholly  unknown  to  the  parish  officer  transmitting  the  document. 
The  existence  or  the  non-existence  of  a  cross- post  may  make  a  letter, 
which  was  calculated  to  reach  its  destination  on  a  Saturday  or  Mon- 
day, arrive  a  day  later  or  sooner.  An  alteration  in  the  arrangements 
of  the  post  office,  or  even  an  accidental  and  unforeseen  delay,  may 
have  the  same  efiect.  And  as  these  objections  are  generally  taken, 
not  to  uphold  the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath,  but  to  defeat  justice,  such 
might  be  the  effect  even  where  there  mav  have  been  a  total  absence 
of  all  intention  to  violate  the  Act  of  Gharles  the  Second. 

It  appears  to  us  therefore  that  the  right  course  is  to  treat  the  case 
as  not  fiiUing  within  the  provisions  of  the  latter  statute ;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  conformably  to  the  decision  in  Be  The  Inhabitants  of  As- 
prell  t;.  The  Justices  of  Lancashire,  16  Jur.  1067,  note,  we  should  treat 
the  notice,  when  received  on  the  Sunday,  as  operating  only  (so  far  as 
time  ia  concerned)  from  the  ensuing  day.  Order  confirmed. 
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*±Mi  *BRINE  V.  THE  GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY 
*"^-l  COMPANY.    1^^6.22. 

Pleading. — RepUcaiion, — Departure, — Demurrer, 

Declaration  stated  that  the  defendants  wrongfuUy  raised  an  embankment  near  the  plaintilPf 
house,  and  wrongfully  continued  the  same,  by  reason  whereof  large  quantities  of  water  flowed 
against  and  into  the  house :  with  an  averment  of  special  damage.  Plea,  that  the  embankment 
was  raised  and  continued  by  the  defendants  under  certain  Acta  of  Parliament.  Replication  : 
that,  although  the  embankment  was  raised  and  continued  under  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  the 
flowing  of  the  water  against  and  into  the  plaintifTs  house  was  occasioned  by  the  wrongful 
construction  and  negligent  and  improper  raising  of  the  embankment,  and  the  want  of  proper 
and  sufficient  drains  to  the  same,  and  the  continuing  the  embankment  so  wrongfully  constxacted 
and  insufficiently  drained.    On  demurrer,  held  : 

1.  That  a  departure  in  pleading  was  ground  of  general  demurrer.  ^^HiUiCtX^ 

2.  That  the  replication  was  not  a  departure  from  the  declaration ;  by  Crompton  andttHMOK 
JJ.,  Cockburn  G.,  J.,  not  assenting. 

The  declaration  stated  that  the  plaintiff  was  lawfully  possessed  of  a 
messuage  and  premises  situate  at  Adber,  in  the  parish  of  Trent,  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,  in  which  messuage  and  premises  the  plaintiff  and 
his  family  resided  and  dwelt.  Nevertheless  the  defendants  "  wrong- 
fully raised  and  made  and  formed,  and  caused  and  procured  to  be 
raised,  made,  and  formed,  a  certain  embankment  of  earth  near  the 
plaintiff's  said  house  as  aforesaid,  and  wrongfully  continued  the  same 
from  thence  hitherto;  by  reason  whereof,  from  thence  continually  to 
the  commencement  of  this  suit,  divers  large  quantities  of  water  have 
run  and  flowed  down  to,  upon,  against,  and  into  the  said  messuage  and 
premises  of  the  plaintiff,  whereby  the  walls,  roofs,  ceilings,  paperings, 
floors,  stairs,  doors,  and  other  parts  thereof  and  therein  being  have 
been  greatly  weakened,  injured,  wetted,  and  damaged ;  and  by  reason 
of  the  premises  the  said  messuage  and  premises  of  the  plaintiff  be- 
*40S1  ^™^'  ^^^  were,  and  have  *been,  and  are  damp,  incommodious 
^  and  less  fit  for  habitation ;  and  also  by  reason  of  the  premises 
the  plaintiff  and  his  family  have  been,  during  all  the  time  aforesaid, 
rendered  sick  and  ill,  and  the  plaintiff  has  been  obliged  to  call  in  and 
employ  divers  medical  men  in  and  about  curing  the  sickness  and  ill- 
ness so  occasioned  as  aforesaid,  and  to  expend  and  lay  out  large  sums 
of  money  in  paying  the  same,  and  in  and  about  removing  and  causing 
to  be  removed  the  said  water  so  flowing  upon  and  into  his  said  mes- 
suage  as  aforesaid." 

Second  plea. — That  the  said  embankment  was  raised,  made,  and 
formed,  and  continued  by  the  defendants,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the 
powers  of  certain  Acts  of  Parliament  granted  in  that  behalf,  to  wit, 
"  The  Wilts,  Somerset  and  Weymouth  Railway  Act,  1846,"  "The Great 
Western  Railway  Act,  1851,"  and  "The  Great  Western  Railway 
(Berks,  Hants  and  Wilts,  Somerset  and  Weymouth)  Act,  1854." 

Replication  to  the  second  plea. — That  although  true  it  is  that  the 
said  embankment  was  raised,  made  and  formed,  and  continued  by  the 
defendants,  under  and  by  virtue  of  certain  Acts  of  Parliament  referred 
to  in  the  said  second  plea,  yet  the  plaintiff  says  that  this  is  no  bar  to 
his  claim  in  this  action,  because  he  says  that  the  running  and  flowing 
of  the  water  upon,  against  and  into  the  plaintiff's  messuage,  as  in  the 
declaration  mentioned,  was  and  is  occasioned  by  the  wrongful  con- 
struction and  negligent  and  improper  raising,  making  and  forming  of 
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tbd  said  embankment,  and  the  want  of  proper  and  sufficient  drains  to 
the  same,  and  the  continuing  the  said  embankment  so  wrongfully  con- 
stnicted  and  insufficiently  drained  from  thenc6  hitherto,  whereby 
and  by  reason  whereof,  after  the  raising,  making  and  forming  the  said 
^embankment,  and  after  the  making  and  completing  the  rail-  r*AQA 
waj  of  which  the  said  embankment  formed  a  part,  the  said  ^ 
ruDoiog  and  flowing  of  the  water  upon,  against  and  into  the  plaintiff's 
Slid  m^suage  took  place,  and  not  otherwise. 

Demurrer  and  joinder  therein. 

The  demurrer  was  argued  in  this  Term,  January  24th,  by 

Montafjue  Smith  (with  him  Gadsden\  for  the  defendants. — The  re- 
plication is  a  departure  from  the  declaration :  not  a  new  assignment. 
The  declaration  complains  of  damage  to  the  plaintiff**s  dwelling-house 
by  the  wrongful  erection  and  continuance  of  an  embankment :  the  re- 
plication, admitting  that  the  erection  and  continuance  of  the  embank- 
ment were  authorized  by  the  statutes  referred  1:0  in  the  plea,  intro- 
duces a  new  cause  of  action,  viz.,  negligence  in  the  mode  of  erecting 
the  embankment  and  in  not  providing  proper  and  sufficient  drains. 
The  plea  is  an  answer  to  the  declaration,  but  would  not  be  a  good  re- 
joiDuer  to  the  replication;  and  that  is  a  test  whether  the  replication 
is  a  departure  from  the  declaration.  [He  referred  to  1  Chitt.  on  Plead. 
674,  7th  ed.,  by  Greening,  and  the  cases  cited  in  note  (1)  to  Richards 
p,  Hodges,  2  Wms.  Saund.  84  a,  6th  ed.]  [Cockburn,  C.  J. — Suppose^ 
die  statutes  had  not  been  pleaded,  and  the  case  had  gone  down  to  trial 
on  the  plea  of  not  guilty,  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  for  the 
plaiotifT  to  prove  negligence.  This  is  like  the  case  of  an  action  against 
a  person  for  doing  something  on  his  own  land ;  a  replication  admit- 
ting that  the  defendant  had  a  right  to  do  the  act,  but  that  it  was  done 
negligently,  would  be  a  *departure.]  The  replication  puts  for-  r^^Qg 
ward  as  a  distinct  cause  of  action,  not  an  excess  of  authority,  but  ^ 
negligence  in  erecting  the  embankment ;  and  therefore  it  does  not  support 
and  fortify  the  declaration,  but  states  a  new  cause  of  action.  A  departure 
in  pleading  is  ground  of  general  demurrer.  [Crompton,  J. — Some 
doubt  has  been  thrown  upon  that,  but  we  so  held  in  Bartlett  t;.  Wells, 
1 B.  4  S.  886  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  101).  Cockburn,  C.  J.— I  think  de- 
partQre  is  not  matter  of  form,  but  of  substance.] 

/.  B.  Karslake  (with  him  Prideaux),  for  the  plaintiff. — First,  de- 
parture is  not  ground  of  general  demurrer.  [Crompton,  J. — It  would 
be  inconvenient  if  it  was  not,  because  the  only  mode  of  taking  ad- 
Tantage  of  a  departure  is  by  demurrer,  and  special  demurrers  are 
abolished.]  The  defendants  might  have  gone  before  a  Judge  at  cham- 
bers and  had  the  replication  reformed.  [Cockburn,  C.  J. — That 
would  not  be  a  convenient  or  satisfactory  mode  of  disposing  of  the 
matter.  One  of  the  grounds  of  our  decision  in  Bartlett  v.  Wells,  1  B. 
4  S.  886  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  101),  was  that  the  replication  was  a  depar- 
tare.] 

Secondly,  the  replication  is  not  a  departure.  It  is  consistent  witk 
the  declaration  and  states  the  same  cause  of  action.  The  declaration 
states  that  the  defendants  "  wrongfully"  erected  the  embankment ;  and 
that  word  may  be  taken  to  include  negligence.  The  plea  founded  on 
the  statutes  is  primfi  &cie  an  answer  to  the  declaration ;  and  the  repli- 
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cation  ai^swers  the  plea  by  showing  that,  though  the  erection  of  the 
embankment  was  rightful  under  the  statutes,  it  was  wrongful  by  reason 
of  negligence.  [Cbompton,  J. — The  word  *'  wrongful"  in  this  declara- 
*4061  ^'^^  ^^^  ^^  construed  to  mean  without  any  'authority  under 
^  law  or  statute.  The  defendants  set  up  certain  things  as  a  law- 
ful excuse ;  then  the  plaintiff  may  show  that  the  excuse  is  not  sufficient 
CocKBUBN,  C.  J. — The  plaintiff,  who  knows  what  his  cause  of  action 
is,  should  state  it  as  early  as  possible.  Why,  by  his  omission  to  allege 
negligence  in  his  declaration,  should  the  aefendants  be  put  to  plead 
their  Acts  of  Parliament?]  The  plaintiff,  in  framing  his  declaration, 
does  not  know  what  defence  will  be  set  up,  and  he  is  not  bound  to 
look  through  the  defendants'  Acts  of  Parliament  to  see  whether  they 
have  a  justification  under  them.  [Crohpton,  J. — The  declaration  in 
Turner  v.  The  Sheffield  and  Botherham  Railway  Company,  10  M.  & 
'  W.  425,  did  not  allege  that  the  houses  injured  by  the  works  of  the 
railway  Company  were  so  injured  withput  the  consent  of  the  owners, 
and  were  not  specified  in  the  schedule  annexed  to  the  Company's 
Act;  those  allegations  were  introduced  in  the  replication  to  a  plea 
justifying  u\ider  the  Company's  Act.  The  advantage  of  this  mode 
of  pleading  is,  that  the  authority  under  which  the  defendants  did  -the 
act  complained  of  is  shown.]  The  cause  of  action  is  contained  in  the 
per  quod,  as  in  Lawrence  v.  The  Great  Northern  Railway  Company, 
16  Q.  B.  648  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  71);  so  that  the  means  by  whioh  the 
damage  was  caused  need  not  be  stated.  The  forms  of  pleadings  given 
in  schedule  B.  to  The  Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  1852,  15  &  16 
Yict.  c.  76,  exclude  all  common  words  of  mere  form,  such  as  *' vi  et 
armis,"  "  wrongfully,"  &c.  In  an  action  for  diverting  the  flow  of  a  stream 
from  the  defendant's  mill,  No.  80,  the  declaration  simply  states  **  That 
the  defendant,  by  cutting  the  bank  of  the  said  stream,  diverted  the 
water  thereof  from  the  said  mill."  This  declaration  would  have  been 
good  without  the  word  '•  wrongfully." 

♦4071  ^Montague  Smith,  in  reply. — Although  the  forms  given  in 
'J  The  Common  Law  Procedure  Act,  1852,  15  k  16  Vict.  c.  76, 
have  left  the  declaration  at  large,  still,  where  negligence  is  the  gist 
of  the  action,  the  declaration  should  allege  it.  [Crohpton,  J. — The 
plaintiff  should  state  in  his  declaration,  as  shortly  as  he  can,  the  legal 
result  of  the  facts  which  constitute  his  cause  of  action.]  The  plain- 
tiff must  recover  on  the  statement  of  the  cause  of  action  in  his  decla- 
ration. Only  one-tenth  of  the  damage  may  have  arisen  from  the 
negligence,  and  the  plaintiff  may  have  already  received  compensation 
for  that  occasioned  by  erecting  the  embankment.  If  the  declaration 
had  charged  negligence,  the  defendants  would  have  pleaded,  as  to 
erecting  the  embankment,  the  authority  under  their  statutes,  and  as 
to  the  negligence,  not  guilty ;  or  they  would  only  have  pleaded  a  plea 
to  the  negligence.  This  declaration  would  have  been  supported  with- 
out proof  of  negligence ;  whereas  the  replication  puts  forward  negli- 
gence as  the  real  cause  of  action,  and  is  therefore  a  departure :  Palmer 
V.  Stone,' 2  Wils.  96,  cited  in  note  (1)  to  Richards  v.  Hodges,  2  Wms. 
Saund.  84  c,  6th  ed.  [J.  B.  Karslake. — Palmer  v.  Stone  is  com- 
mented upon  by  Manning,  Serjt.,  in  note  (a)  to  Evans  t;.  Elliott,  6  N. 
&  M.  606,  608.]     [Cbompton,  J.— The  replication  in  that  case  a^  up 
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entirely  new  matter.]     It  must  be  assumed  that  the  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment under  which  the  defendants  justify  were  known  to  the  plaintiff. 

Ctbr.  (zdv.  vuU, 

Feb.  22.  Cbompton,  J.  (sitting  alone)  read  the  following  judg- 
ments. 

^MslIaOR,  J. — The  declaration  in  this  case  alleged  that  the  r^^Ao 
defendants,  whilst  the  plaintiff  was  possessed  of  and  residing  ^ 
in  a  certain  dwelling-house,  wrongfully  raised  and  continued  a  certain 
embankment  of  earth  near  the  plaintifi''s  said  house,  by  reason  whereof 
large  quantities  of  water  have  run  and  flowed  down  to  and  upon  and 
against  the  said  dwelling-house  of  tlie  plaintiff,  rendering  it  damp 
and  incommodious,  and  less  fit  for  habitation,  &c.  To  this  declaration 
the  defendants,  for  a  second  plea,  pleaded  that  they  raised  and  con- 
tinued the  said  embankment  under  the  powers  and  provisions  of  three 
Acts  of  Parliament  granted  in  that  behalf.  To  this  plea  the  plaintiff 
replied  that,  although  true  it  was  that  the  said  embankment  was 
raised,  made,  and  continued  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and  provisions 
of  the  said  Acts  of  Parliament,  yet  he  said  that  the  plea  was  no  bar 
to  his  claim  because  he  said  that  the  running  and  flowing  of  the  water 
to  and  against  his  said  dwelling-house,  in  the  declaration  mentioned, 
was  occasioned  by  the  wrongful  construction,  and  negligent  and  im- 
proper raising  and  making  of  the  said  embankment,  and  the  want 
of  proper  and  sufficient  drains  to  the  same.  To  this  replication  the 
defendant  demurred,  alleging  it  to  be  a  departure  from  the  decla- 
ration. 

Upon  the  argument  it  was  contended,  by  the  plaintiffs,  that  a 
departure  in  pleading  was  not  ground  of  general  demurrer:  but  we 
thought  this  point  not  open  for  the  plaintiff  in  this  Court  after  our 
recent  decision  in  the  case  of  Bartlett  v.  Wells,  1  B.  &  S.  836 ;  see 
also  note  (1)  to  Richards  v.  Hodges,  2  Wms!  Saund.  84  f,  6th  ed. 

The  real  questioa  on  the  argument  was,  whether  the  replication 
was  a  departure  from  the  declaration.  On  considering  what  is  the 
gravamen  of  the  charge  alleged  in  *the  declaration,  I  am  of  t^^aa 
opinion  that  the  replication  is  no  departure.  The  substance  *- 
of  the  complaint  in  the  declaration  is  the  wrongfully  raising,  making, 
and  continuing  an  embankment  near  the  plaintifi''s  dwelling-house, 
and  by  means  thereof  vjronqfully  causing  tualer  to  run  and  flow  to  and 
against  such  dwelling-house,  whereby  it  was  rendered  damp  and  incom- 
modious, &c.  The  plea  excuses  the  making  and  raising  of  the  em- 
bankment under  the  provisions  of  three  Acts  of  Parliament,  to  which 
the  plaintiff*  in  substance  replies,  that  his  complaint  against  the 
defendants  is,  not  for  the  lawful  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  upon 
them,  but  for  the  causing  the  water  to  run  and  flow  against  his  dwell- 
ing-house by  the  wrongful  construction  of  the  embankment,  and  by 
the  negligent  and  improper  raising  and  making  it  without  proper 
drains.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  substance  of  the  complaint,  both  in 
the  declaration  and  replication,  is  the  wrongful  causing  of  the  water 
to  run  and  flow  against  the  dwelling-house  of  the  plaintiff)  and 
although  it  may  be  doubtful  whether  the  replication  is  to  be  Con- 
sidered as  an  informal  traverse  of  the  plea,  or  in  the  nature  of  a  new 
aasignment,  it  appears  to  me  not  to  be  obnoxious  to  the  very  whole- 
some rule  against  departure  in  pleading. 

B.  4  S.,  VOL.  II.— 16 
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In  Co.  Litt.  804  a,  as  cited  in  note  (1)  to  Richards  v.  Hodges.  2 
Wms.  Saund.  84  a,  b^  6th  ed.,  "a  departure  in  pleading  is  said  to  be, 
when  a  man  quits,  or  departs  from  the  ground  which  he  has  first 
relied  upon,  and  has  recourse  to  another";  and  the  rale  is  stated  by 
Tindal.  C.  J.,  in  Prince  v.  Brunatte,  1  Bing.  N.  C.  435.  438  (E.  C.  L. 
R.  vol.  27),  1  Scott  342,  345,  in  the  following  terms:  *' Undoubtedly, 
where  a  replication  does  not  consist  with  or  fortify  the  declaration,  it 
♦4101  ^*  *  departure  in  pleading;  *for  a  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to 
^  declare  in  respect  of  one  right,  and  then  to  set  up  another  in 
his  replication.  The  only  question  here,  is.  whether  this  replication 
does  not  set  up  a  title  inconsistent  with  that  disclosed  in  theMeclara- 
tion."  Another  test  of  a  departure  in  pleading  is  stated  by  Tindal, 
C.  J.,  in  Smith  v.  NicoUs,  5  Bing.  N.  C.  208,  218  (E.  C.L.  R.  vol.  15), 
7  Scott  147,  164,  as  follows:  "That  which  is  a  departure  in  pleading 
is  a  variance  in  evidence;  and  if  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  repli- 
cation would  sustain  the  allegation  in  the  declaration,  there  is  no 
departure."  Applying  that  test  to  the  present  case,  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  evidence  necessary  to  prove  the  matter  alleged  in  the  repli- 
cation is  not  inconsistent  with,  but  would  clearly  support,  the  allega- 
tions in  the  declaration. 

Tried  therefore  by  the  test  of  variance  in  evidence,  as  suggested  in 
Smith  V.  Nicolls,  I  think  that  the  objection  fails,  and  that  the  plain- 
tiff is  entitled  to  recover  on  this  demurrer.  The  case  of  Palmer  v. 
Stone,  2  Wils.  96,  cited  by  Mr.  Smith,  is  clearly  distinguishable, 
inasmuch  as  the  plea  was,  that  the  defendant  impounded  the  mare 
damage  feasant,  which  is  a  private  trespass,  whereas  the  rejoinder, 
that  the  mare  was  mangy,  set  up  that  which  is  a  common  nuisance. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  judgment. 

Cbompton,  J. — I  concur  with  my  brother  Mellor  in  thinking  that 
the  replication  in  this  case  is  no  departure  from  the  declaration.  The 
declaration  is  for  wrongfully,  that  is,  without  lawful  excuse,  causing 
*4111  ^^^  water  to  flow  *on  the  plaintiff's  land  and  against  his  house 
^  by  means  of  an  embankment,  and  so  injuring  his  premises, 
and  the  plea  is  a  justification  for  so  causing  the  water  to  flow  and 
injure  the  premises  under  the  authority  conferred  on  the  defendants 
by  three  Acts  of  Parliament.  The  replication  is  xery  inartificially 
drawn,  but  it  appears  to  me  in  substance  to  avoid  the  plea,  either  by 
way  of  informal  denial  that  the  acts  complained  of  were  justified  by 
the  authority  of  the  statutes,  or  by  way  of  showing  how  they  were 
not  justified. 

The  replication  commences  by  a  statement  that  it  is  true  that  the 
embankment  was  raised  under  the  powers  of  the  Acts,  and  then  goes 
on  to  show  that  it  was  negligently  and  improperly  constructed,  so  as 
to  show  that  it  was  not  justified  by  the  powers  of  the  Acts.  This 
seems  repugnant  and  inartificial,  but,  taken  according  to  its  real  mean- 
ing, seems  to  me  to  amount  to  saying, — though  you  had  the  authority 
of  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  were  raising  your  embankment  under 
their  authority,  yet  you  did  not  so  construct  your  embankment  as  to 
make  it  a  work  done  under  the  authority  of  the  statutes. 

The  distinction  is  now  clearly  established  between  damage  from 
work-e  authorized  by  statute,  where  the  party  generally  is  to  have 
comj)ensatioa,  and  the  authority  is  a  bar  to  an  action,  and  damage  by 
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reason  of  the  works  being  Degligently  done,  as  to  which  the  owner's 
remedy  by  way  of  action  remains :  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  effect 
d  the  plea  and  replication,  fairly  considered  as  on  general  demurrer, 
is,  that  the  plea  says,  what  yoa  complain  of  arises  from  works  justi- 
fied under  statutes,  and  for  which  your  remedy,  if  any,  is  for  com- 
pensation; and  that  the  replication  martificially  answers  *this  r^A^o 
by  saying  the  works  causing  the  injury  were  not  authorized  by  ^ 
the  Acts  of  Parliament,  but  were  negligent  and  improper  works,  for 
which  yoa  are  answerable  in  damages. 

Whether  the  replication  is  a  mere  informal  denial,  or  whether  it 
explains  why  the  pl6#is  not  a  bar,  or  is  in  the  nature  of  a  replication 
of  excess,  it  is  not  necessary  to  inquire. 

The  plea,  pleaded  in  a  compendious  and  general  form,  that  the 
works  were  done  under  the  authority  of  the  statutes  must,  I  think, 
be  construed  as  if  it  contained  all  the  necessary  averments  of  a  special 
plea  expanded  on  the  record,  and  would,  I  think,  be  bad  if  not  con- 
strued to  contain  expressly  or  impliedly  an  averment  that  the  works 
were  such  as  were  authorized  by  the  Act.  And  to  this  averment  the 
replication  seems  to  me  to  contain  a  direct  answer.  It  might  depend 
OD  the  mode  in  which  the  special  plea,  if  expanded  on  the  record, 
were  framed,  whether  the  formal  mode  of  answering  the  plea  would 
be  by  a  denial  of  the  averment  of  the  acts  complained  of  being  jus- 
tified by  the  statutory  authority,  or  whether  a  new  assignment  or  re- 
plication of  excess  might  be  rendered  necessary  by  reason  of  the  plea 
containing  an  averment  of  qusa  est  eadem,  or  of  the  acts  being  done 
under  the  statutory  authority  wiihovi  any  unnecessary  damage.  But 
these  questions  no  lonj^er  arise  in  the  general  mode  of  pleading 
id(H)ted  in  this  case,  which  seems  sufficient,  as  special  demurrers  are 
00  longer  allowed.  It  is  sufficient  if  the  replication  contains,  as  I 
think  it  does,  either  a  denial  that  the  Acts  complained  of  were  author- 
ized by  the  statutes,  or  an  explanation  how  they  were  not  so 
aothorized. 

Suppose  that  this  case  had  arisen  before  the  new  rules  *of  r^^jg 
pleading,  when  the  whole  matter  of  defence  would  have  arisen  ^ 
ander  the  general  issue  of  Not  guilty.  The  plaintiff  would  have 
proved  the  injury  to  his  premises  by  the  water  being  thrown  upon 
them  by  means  of  the  embankment.  The  defendants  would  have 
shown  their  authority  under  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  the  plain- 
tiffs answer  would  have  been  that  the  construction  of  the  works  was 
such  as  was  not  authorized  by  the  statutes.  The  evidence  which 
would  prove  the  replication  would  therefore  support  the  declaration, 
wcording  to  the  test  proposed  by  Lord  Chief  Justice  Tindal,  cited  by 
nty  brother  Mel  lor;  and  it  should  be  observed  that  the  facts  in  the 
replication  do  not  the  less  prove  the  declaration  because  the  replica- 
tion contains  something  more  in  answer  to  the  plea  than  would  be 
necessary  to  prove  the  declaration,  so  long  as  the  new  matter  is  not 
inconsistent  with  that  in  the  declaration.  The  case  in  principle  does 
not  differ  from  the  ordinary  case  of  a  plaintiff  replying,  to  a  plea  set- 
ting up  a  license  or  authority  in  law,  or  in  fact,  or  under  a  deed,  that 
the  acts  were  not  such  as  were  covered  by  the  license,  or  were  acts 
done  in  excess  of  it.(a)     The  plaintiff  was  not  called  upon  to  anticipate 

(a)  Sm  Bracegirdle  v.  P«MOck,  8  Q.  B.  174,  185, 180  (B.  C.  L.  R.  toI.  92). 
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the  defence  by  showing  that  the  works  were  not  justified  by  reason 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament  which  might  never  be  set  up.  Such  mode 
of  pleading  would  probably  be  improper,  and  the  matter  alleged  would 
probably  have  no  effect  on  the  subsequent  pleadings,  and  be  treated 
as  merely  idle;  as  in  the  case  when  a  plaintiff  alleges  in  his  declara- 
tion that  a  defendant,  from  whom  he  expects  a  plea  of  infancy,  was 
of  full  age  when  he  executed  the  instrument  declared  on.  Such 
*ii14.1  *pl6A^^Q?  ^  vihsit  has  been  called  ''leaping  before  you  come  to 
*^  J  the  hedge." 

I  think  that  the  plea  in  the  present  case  must  be  taken  to  aver  that 
the  grievances  complained  of  were  such  as  wen^  justified  under  the 
authority  of  the  statutes,  and  that  the  replicati^  is  not  in  the  nature 
of  bringing  forward  a  new  cause  of  action,  but  avoids  a  plea  either 
by  an  informal  denial  of  the  implied  averments  of  the  plea,  or  by 
stating  matters  which  show  bow  the  plea  does  not  answer  the  decla- 
ration, because  the  grievances  in  the  declaration  were  not  such  as  the 
statute  authorized. 

If  indeed  it  could  be  made  out,  as  argued  by  Mr.  Smith,  that  the 
replication  disclosed  a  new  distinct  cause  of  action,  it  would  no  doubt 
be  a  departure ;  but  after  consideration,  and  with  great  respect  for  the 
doubts  thrown  out  in  the  course  of  the  argument  on  this  part  of  the  cas^ 
I  construe  the  replication  as  not  complaining  of  the  breach  of  some 
specific  statutory  duty,  as  for  the  building  of  a  bridge  or  making  a 
communication,  but  as  averring  and  undertaking  to  prove  that  the 
construction  of  the  works  was  so  faulty  as  not  to  be  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  statutes ;  in  other  words,  as  alleging  that  the  grievances 
complained  of  in  the  declaration  were  not  occasioned  by  the  building 
of  an  embankment  which  the  statutes  authorized,  because  the  statutes 
must  be  taken  to  authorize  properly  constructed  embankments  only. 
The  replication  seems  to  me  to  set  up  the  improper  construction  of 
the  embankment  in  question  as  an  answer  to  the  supposed  protection 
under  the  statutes,  and  so  to  rely  on  the  plaintiff's  common  law  right, 
*4151  ^^^^™^  ^°  ^^^  declaration,  to  have  damages  for  the  *mischief 
^  occurring  from  the  water  being  thrown  on  his  land  without  any 
lawful  excuse. 

I  therefore  concur  with  my  brother  Mellor  in  thinking  that  our 
judgment  should  be  for  the  plaintiff;  but  the  decision  must  be  taken 
as  the  decision  of  him  and  myself  only,  as  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  is 
not  prepared  to  assent  to  the  judgments  we  have  delivered. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff 


MEMORANDUM. 

In  this  Vacation,  William  Matthewson  Hindmarch,  Esq.,  of  Gray's 
Inn ;  George  Boden,  Esq.,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  and  Thomas  Weather- 
ley  Phipson,  Es(j.,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  were  appointed  of  Her  Majesty's 
counsel,  learned  m  the  law. 


SND  OF  HILARY  YAOATION. 
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The  Judges  who  usually  sat  in  banco  in  this  Term,  were,- 
CooKBURN,  C.  J.,  Blackburn,  J., 

Crompton,  J.,  Mbllor,  J. 


Ex  parte  WALLIS.    April  17. 
Articled  cUrJc-^AaHgnment  of  articUs, — Interval  of  time, 

W.  was  artided  for  five  yean  to  his  father,  who  was  an  attorney.  After  part  of  the  time  of 
senriee  had  elapsed  the  father  died,  and  the  articles  "were  shortly  afterwards  assigned  to  C, 
who  was  also  an  attorney.  In  the  interval  between  the  death  of  the  father  and  the  assignmeni 
of  the  artioles  W.  attended  regnlarly  at  the  oflioe,  and  was  employed  in  the  business  there.  The 
Court  refused  to  allow  that  interval  to  be  reckoned  as  part  of  the  five  years. 

A  PERSON  of  the  name  of  Wallis  was,  on  the  24th  November,  1857, 
articled  for  five  years  to  his  father,  who  was  an  attorney,  and  served 
from  thence  xintil  the  28d  January,  1858,  when  the  father  died.  On 
the  20th  February  the  business  was  transferred  to  C,  who  was  also 
an  attorney,  and  the  articles  of  clerkship  were  assigned  to  *him  r*^!  y 
by  the  widow.  In  the  interval  the  clerk  attended  regularly  at  ^ 
the  office,  and  was  employed  in  the  business  there  in  the  same  manner 
as  he  had  been  previous  to  the  death  of  his  father. 

PhiUmck  moved  that  the  time  which  had  elapsed  between  the  death 
of  the  father  and  the  assignment  of  the  articles  of  clerkship  might  be 
reckoned  as  part  of  the  five  years  during  which  the  clerk  was  bound 
to  serve. — The  6  &  7  Vict.  c.  73,  s.  12,  enacts,  **  Every  person  who 
now  is  or  hereafter  shall  be  bound  by  contract  in  writing  to  serve  as 
clerk  to  any  attorney  or  solicitor  shall,  during  the  whole  time  and 
term  of  service  to  be  specified  in  such  contract,  continue  and  be  ac- 
tually employed  by  such  attorney  or  solicitor  in  the  proper  business, 
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practice,  or  employment  of  an  attorney  or  solicitor,  save  only  and  ex- 
cept in  the  cases  hereinbefore  mentioned :"  and  by  section  13,  "  If  any 
attorney  or  solicitor  to  or  with  whom  any  such  person  shall  be  so 
bound,  shall  happen  to  die  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which 
such  person  shall  be  so  bound,  or  shall  discontinue  or  leave  off  prac- 
tice as  an  attorney  or  solicitor,  or  if  such  contract  shall  by  mutual 
consent  of  the  parties  be  cancelled,  or  in  case  such  clerk  shall  be  le- 
gally discharged  before  the  expiration  of  such  term  by  any  rule  or 
order  of  the  Court  wherein  such  attorney  or  solicitor  shall  have  been 
admitted,  such  clerk  shall  and  may  in  any  of  the  said  cases  be  bound 
by  another  contract  or  other  contracts  in  writing  to  serve  as  clerk  to 
any  other  practising  attorney  or  solicitor,  or  attorneys  or  solicitors, 
during  the  residue  of  the  said  term,  and  service  under  such  second  or 
*41 81  ^^^^^  contract  in  manner  hereinbefore  mentioned  shall  be  deemed 
-I  and  *taken  to  be  good  and  effectual,  provided  that  an  affidavit  be 
duly  made  and  filed  of  the  execution  of  such  second  or  other  contract 
or  contracts  within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed, 
and  subject  to  the  like  regulations  with  respect  to  the  original  con- 
tract and  affidavit  of  the  execution  thereof."  [Crompton,  J. — Have 
ou  any  authority  for  this  ?  We  shall  be  glad  to  assist  you  if  we  can.] 
n  Ex  parte  Brutton,  28  L.  J.  Q.  B.  290,  where  a  party  had,  by  arti- 
cles dated  25th  January,  1849,  entered  into  the  service  of  F.  as  clerk 
for  five  years,  and  served  under  them  until  June,  1861,  when  it  was 
agreed  that  he  should  be  assigned  for  the  residue  of  his  time  to  his 
father,  who  was  also  an  attorney ;  and  he  accordingly  served  with  his 
father,  or  his  father's  London  agent,  until  the  expiration  of  the  five 
years  on  the  25th  January,  1854;  but  the  assignment  to  the  father  was 
not  in  fact  executed  until  January,  1852,  and  it  was  suggested  that 
the  reason  for  the  delay  was  that  there  had  been  some  difference  be- 
tween the  father  and  F.  respecting  the  amount  of  the  premium  to  be 
repaid ;  Coleridge,  J.,  sitting  in  the  Bail  Court,  held  that  the  service 
with  the  father  in  the  interval  between  the  agreement  to  assign  and 
the  execution  of  the  assignment  might  be  considered  as  service  with 
the  original  master. 

Crohpton,  J. — That  case  is  not  in  point,  and  indeed  is  rather 
against  vou.  In  Ex  parte  Brutton  there  was  a  person  in  existence 
during  the  interval  under  whom  the  clerk  was  serving  by  consent  of 
the  original  master — namely,  the  father.  Here  during  the  interval 
the  clerk  was  not  serving  the  original  master,  because  he  was  dead, 
nor  was  he  serving  the  new  master,  because  the  articles  had  not  been 
*4-191  *^^^^S^^*  I^  ^^^^  application  is  to  prevail,  a  similar  one  might 
^  be  made  although  the  interval  of  time  had  been  a  year. 

Blackburn,  J. — This  is  very  unlucky,  but  it  is  one  of  those  acci- 
dents for  which  nobody  is  to  blame. 

MsLLOR,  J.,  concurred.  Application  refused. 
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STALLARD  v.  THE  GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANY.   April  16. 

Railway  Company, — Deposit  of  luggage. — Ticket. — Sunday, — Reasonable  time. 

The  plaintiff,  arriving  in  London  by  the  defendants'  railway  on  Saturday  evening,  left  a 
portmanteau  at  the  luggage  and  oloak  oflBce  on  the  up  platform  of  the  Paddington  Station,  and 
on  paying  id,  received  a  ticket  acknowledging  the  receipt  with  printed  conditiong,  among  which 
was  a  notice  that  the  Company  would  not  **  deliver  up  luggage  except  to  persons  producing 
the  proper  receipt."  On  Sunday  evening,  intending  to  leave  London  by  another  railway,  he 
oame  to  the  Paddington  Station  for  his  portmanteau,  and  found  the  office  shut  After  some 
time  be  was  told  by  a  porter  that  the  superintendent  was  on  the  other  side ;  whereupon  he 
went  across  to  the  down  platform,  from  which  a  train  was  starting,  and  the  superintendent 
sent  a  porter  with  a  key  of  the  office,  and  he  obtained  his  portmanteau.  He  was  thus  delayed 
forty  minutes,  and  prevented  from  leaving  London  by  the  other  railway  tbat  night.  In  an 
action  for  not  redelivering  the  portmanteau  within  a  reasonable  time  the  jury  found  for  the 
plaintiff:  Held,  that  by  the  ticket  the  defendants  were  bouud  to  deliver  up  the  portmanteau  on 
Sunday  as  well  as  on  other  days,  on  a  reasonable  request  and  within  a  reasonable  time ;  and 
that  whether  there  had  been  an  unreasonable  delay  was  a  question  for  the  Jury. 

Thb  declaration  stated  that  the  plaintiflF  was  a  commercial  traveller, 
and  the  defendants  were  carriers  of  passengers  and  their  luggage  on  a 
certain  railway,  and  kept  an  office  for  receiving  and  safely  keeping 
goods,  being  the  luggage  of  such  passengers,  on  their  railway,  for  re- 
ward to  the  defendants ;  that  the  plaintiff  was  such  passenger,  and 
thereupon,  in  consideration  that  he  ••delivered  to  the  defendants  r^AO(\ 
certain  goods,  to  wit,  a  case  of  patterns,  to  be  safely  kept  by  ^• 
the  defendants,  and  to  be  redelivered  by  the  defendants  to  the  plain- 
tiff, for  reward  to  the  defendants,  upon  request,  and  on  the  production 
of  a  certain  ticket  to  the  defendants,  thfe  defendants  promised  the  plain- 
tiff so  to  keep  the  case  of  patterns,  and  to  redeliver  the  same  to  the 
plaintiff  on  request  and  on  production  of  the  ticket ;  that  afterwards 
the  plaintiff  requested  the  defendants  to  redeliver  the  case  of  patterns 
to  him,  and  produced  the  ticket  to  them,  and  a  reasonable  time  for  the 
delivery  thereof  elapsed  after  such  request  and  production:  yet  the 
defendants  did  not  redeliver  the  case  of  patterns  to  the  plaintiff  until 
a  long  and  unreasonable  time  after  the  request  and  production  of  the 
ticket ;  and  by  reason  of  the  premises,  the  plaintiff  was  obliged  to  wait 
at  the  defendants'  office  a  long  time  for  the  redelivery  of  the  case  of 
patterns,  and  thereby  lost  and  was  unable  to  proceed  by  a  certain 
train  to  Sheffield,  so  as  to  arrive  there  in  time  for  a  certain  market,  at 
which  he  had  arranged  to  be  with  his  case  of  patterns,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  the  patterns  to  his  customers;  and  was  greatly  damaged 
and  injured  in  his  business  of  a  commercial  traveller;  and  was  put  to 
and  incurred  great  expense  in  and  about  obtaining  food  and  lodging 
for  the  night  in  London,  and  in  and  about  endeavouring  to  proceed  by 
the  said  train  to  Sheffield ;  and  was  otherwise  greatly  damaged. 

Pleas.  First,  that  the  plaintiff  did  not  deliver  the  goods,  nor  did 
the  defendants  promise  in  manner  and  form.  Secondly,  not  guiltv. 
Thirdly,  that  the  defendants  redelivered  the  case  to  the  plaintiff  within 
a  reasonable  time. 

Issues  thereon. 

♦On  the  trial,  before  Blackburn,  J.,  at  the  London  Sittings  r^Aoi 
after  Hilary  Term,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  who  was  a  ^ 
commercial  traveller,  arrived  in  London  by  the  defendants'  railway 


Digitized  by 


Google 


421  STALLARD  i;.  G.  W.  RAILWAY  CO.    E.T.  1862. 


on  Saturday  night  the  5th  October,  1861 ;  and  deposited  his  porttnan- 
teau,  containing  a  case  of  patterns,  at  the  luggage  and  cloak  office  on 
the  up  platform  of  the  Paadington  Station,  and  on  payment  of  2d.  re- 
ceived a  printed  ticket  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

**  Great  Western  Railway, 

"  Paddington  Station. 
**No.  147.  "Luggage  and  Cloak  Office, 

day,  the  6th  of  October,  161. 


Articles. 


^*  1  Portmanteaa 

Trunk   

Box 

Chest 

Carpet-Bag 

Basket 

Bundle 

Case 

PaiCpel 

Coat •        .        .        •        . 

Rug 

Insurance  on  £  @  Id.  per  £ 

Additional  charge  for       days  @  Id 

Each  article  per  day 

Total, 

^*  Left  in  the  name  of  Stallard,  and  subject  to  the  conditions  on  the 
other  side.  *'  Prosser,  Clerk. 

"This  Ticket  to  be  given  up  when  the  luggage  is  taken  away. 
^Aooi  **'  Conditions. 

-I  "N.  B.— The  Great  Western  Railway  ^Company  ap- 
point that  the  undermentioned  sums  be  paid  them  for  warehousing 
passengers'  luggage,  which  has  been,  or  which  is  about  to  be,  con- 
veyed on  their  railway,  viz.: 

''For  any  period  not  exceeding  three  days,  2d.  for  each  package; 
and  after  three  days,  one  penny  additional  for  each  package  per  day 
or  part  of  a  day." 

[Then  followed  a  condition  limiting  their  liability  for  loss  of  or 
injury  to  any  packages  beyond  the  value  of  52.,  unless  the  value  and 
nature  were  declared,  and  one  penny  per  pound  of  the  declared  value 
paid  for  each  day  or  part  of  a  day  for  which  the  same  should  be  left.] 

"Every  person  depositing  luggage  will  be  furnished  with  a  receipt, 
stating  the  number  and  description  of  the  articles  deposited,  which 
receipt  must  be  given  up  to  the  Company's  servants  upon  their  de- 
livery of  the  articles  thereon  described ;  and  the  Company  give  notice, 
that  they  will  not  deliver  up  luggage  except  to  persons  producing 
thd  proper  receipt  for  the  respective  articles  claimed,  which  delivery 
shall  acquit  the  Company  from  all  further  claims  in  respect  thereof.'^ 

"The  Company  will  not  be  responsible,  under  any  circumstances, 
for  loss  of  or  injury  to  articles  except  left  in  the  cloak  room." 

"  The  Company's  servants  are  prohibited,  under  pain  of  instant  dis- 
missal, from  receiving  fees  or  gratuities  under  any  pretence  whatever." 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  6th  October,  the  plaintiff,  wishing  to  leave 
London  by  tlje  mail  train  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  for  Sheffield, 
weAt  to  the  Paddington  Station  at  20  minutes  past  8  o'clock  for  his 
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portmanteau;  he  found  the  luggage  and  cloak  office  ^locked,  r^^oQ 
and  no  person  in  attendance.  After  waiting  some  time,  be  was  ^ 
told  by  a  porter  that  the  superintendent  was  on  the  other  side;  where- 
opon  be  went  across  to  the  down  platform,  from  which  the  8  p.  m. 
train  was  starting,  and  the  superintendent  sent  a  porter  with  the  key 
of  the  luggage  and  cloak  office,  and  he  obtained  his  portmanteau.  lie 
vas  thus  delayed  forty  minutes,  and  by  reason  of  that  delay  was  too 
late  for  the  train  to  Sheffield  that  night.  There  are  two  luggage  and 
eloak  offices  at  the  Paddington  Station,  one  on  the  up  platform  and 
the  other  on  the  down  platform,  which  are  open  all  day  on  week  days, 
bat  on  Sundays  they  are  open  only  for  about  twenty  minutes  after 
the  arrival  and  before  the  departure  of  trains  respectively.  The  plain- 
tiff was  not  aware  of  this  arrangement;  and  when  he  left  his  portman- 
teau on  Saturday  evening  he  gave  no  notice  at  what  time  he  should 
vant  it. 

The  learned  Judge  directed  the  jury  that  though  the  conditions  on 
#he  ticket  did  not  mention  any  time  a^  which  articles  left  might  be 
obtained,  there  was  an  implied  contract  that  the  defendants  woula  have 
some  person  attending  at  the  office  at  reasonable  times;  and  he  left  it 
totbem  to  say  whether  the  portmanteau  was,  under  the  circumstances, 
delivered  up  to  the  plaintiff  within  a  reasonable  time;  reserving  leave 
to  the  defendants  to  move  to  enter  a  nonsuit  if  the  Court  should  be 
of  opinion  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  be  left  to  the  jury  on  which 
tbej  could  reasonably  find  for  the  plaintiff.  The  jury  negatived  special 
damage,  and  gave  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  40^. 

/.  B.  Karslake  moved  accordingly. — There  was  no  evidence  on 
which  the  jury  ought  to  have  found  that  there  was  unreasonable  delay 
on  the  part  of  the  ^defendants  in  delivering  up  the  plaintiff's  v^a^a 
portmanteau.  The  defendants  are  not  bound  to  keep  open  the  ^ 
luggage  and  cloak  office  day  and  night,  nor  all  day  on  Sunday.  The 
aocommodation  afforded  by  that  office  is  for  passengers  travelling  by 
the  defendants'  railway ;  and  all  that  is  required  is  that  the  office 
sboold  be  open  for  a  reasonable  time  before  the  departure  of  each 
train. 

CocKBUBN,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  no  rule. 
Bj  the  conditions  printed  on  the  ticket  the  Company  have  not  made 
it  part  of  the  terms  of  the  bailment  of  the  portmanteau,  that  it  should 
Hot  be  delivered  up  at  any  particular  time  on  Sunday ;  on  the  contrary, 
articles  left  at  the  office  are  to  be  delivered  up  on  the  production  of 
the  ticket.  Although  there  may  necessarily  be  more  delay  in  getting 
luggage  from  the  office  on  Sunday  than  on  other  days,  still  the  defend- 
ants were  bound  by  the  conditions  to  deliver  up  the  portmanteau 
within  a  reasonable  time,  and  whether  they  did  so  deliver  it  up  was  a 

Suestion  for  the  jury.  I  should  not  have  been  dissatisfied  if  the  ver- 
ict  had  been  for  the  defendants ;  and  perhaps,  if  they  were  not  pre- 
cluded by  the  smallness  of  the  damages  from  having  a  new  trial  on 
the  ground  that  the  verdict  was  against  the  evidence,  I  should  have 
been  disposed  to  grant  that  rule.  The  question,  however,  whether 
the  person  who  deposits  his  luggage  gets  it  back  within  a  reasonable 
time,  is  entirely  and  exclusively  for  the  jury. 

Cbompton,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  There  was  evidence  to 
go  to  the.jury  of  unreasonable  delay.    The  plaintiff  sues  the  defend- 
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ants  on  a  bailment  of  a  peculiar  nature  arising  from  the  practice  of 
railway  Companies  to  receive  and  keep  luggage  for  their  passengers, 
*42'1   ^'^^^l^®^  *they  intend  at  a  subsequent  time  to  travel  on  the 

-'  same  railway  or  on  some  other  railway.  By  this  ticket,  the 
defendants  agree  for  certain  reward  to  keep  articles  until  they  are 
wanted ;  and  they  must  know  that  luggage  is  frequently  want^  by 
"^  who  deposit  it  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  on  some  other  line; 
thi^re  was  therefore  an  implied  contract  that  they  would  be  ready  to 
iver  up  the  portmanteau  in  a  reasonable  time  with  reference  to  the 
surrounding  circumstances,  and  of  this  the  jury  were  the  proper 
judges.  It  is  said  that  the  defendants  were  not  bound  to  have  the 
oifice  open  at  all  hours  on  Sunday ;  but  the  defendants  invite  persons 
to  travel  on  Sunday.,  and  it  is  notorious  that  persons  do  travel  on 
Sunday.  The  practice  of  the  defendants  as  to  keeping  open  the  office 
on  Sunday  for  a  short  time  only  cannot  affect  the  plaintiff  unless  he 
was  informed  of  it. 

Blackburn,  J. — The  proper  construction  of  the  bailment  evidenced 
by  the  ticket  is,  that  the  Company  undertook  to  deliver  up  the  port- 
manteau on  a  reasonable  request  and  within  a  reasonable  time. 
Therefore  it  was  a  question  for  the  jury,  whether  there  was  a  reason- 
able request  by  the  plaintiff,  and  whether  there  was  an  unreasonable 
delay  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  with  reference  to  the  surrounding 
circumstances;  and  they  have  found  for  the  plaintiff.  The  grounds 
which  my  brother  Crompton  has  mentioned  are  such  as  the  jury  might 
have  reasonably  acted  upon,  and  we  cannot  on  this  motion  disturb 
their  verdict.  The  railway  Company  have  a  simple  remedy  by  print- 
ing on  the  back  of  the  ticket  that  the  office  is  open  for  the  delivery 
of  luggage  at  certain  specified  hours  only. 
♦4261       Mellor,  J. — This  was  a  question   of  fact  for  the  jury; 

J   *though  I  feel  bound  to  say,  that  I  should  have  been  better 
satisfied  if  their  verdict  had  been  for  the  defendants. 

Rule  refused.(a) 

(a)  See  Van  ToU  v.  The  Sonth  Bastern  Railway  Company,  13  C.  B.  N.  S.  75  (E.  C.  L.  R.  toL 
104). 


Ex  parte  MAY.    April  16. 

Churck  rate, — Local  Act — Jurisdiction  of  justices. — 20  <fe  21  Vict,  c,  43,  s,  2. 

By  a  local  Act  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  C.  were  empowered  to  make  ratee,  among  other 
things,  for  the  maintenanoe  of  the  oharch,  and  an  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions  was  girea 
against  any  rate.  By  an  Amending  Act  every  rate  was  to  be  enforced  by  summons  before  two 
justices,  and  if  the  person  summoned  should  not  prove  to  the  justices  that  he  was  not  charge- 
able with  or  liable  to  pay  such  rate,  he  should  pay  it  A  person  in  that  parish  who  was  sum- 
moned for  non-payment  of  church  rate  proposed  to  give  evidence  to  show  that  the  rate  had  not 
been  duly  made,  which  evidence  the  justices  declined  to  hear.  Held,  that  the  justices  had  no 
jurisdiction  to  inquire  into  the  validity  of  the  rate,  and  therefore  had  no  power  to  state  a  ease 
for  a  superior  Court  under  stat  20  k  21  Vict  c.  43,  s.  2. 

This  was  an  application  for  a  rule  calling  upon  two  justices  of 
Surrey  to  show  cause  why  they  should  not  state  and  sign  a  case  for 
the  opinion  of  this  Court,  in  pursuance  of  stat.  20  &  21  Yict.  c.  43, 

8.2. 
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On  the  15th  February,  1862,  the  applicant  was  summoned  before 
the  justices  for  nonpayment  of  lL'2s.  tyd.,  being  the  amount  assessed 
on  him  as  his  proportion  of  a  church-rate  for  the  parish  of  Camber- 
well,  purporting  to  have  been  made  on  the  4th  July,  1861,  under  the 
following  local  Acts:  58  G.  3,  c.  clxii.,  "For  better  assessing  and  col- 
lecting the  poor  and  other  rates,  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Giles  Cam- 
berwell,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  regulating  the  affairs  thereof;" 
&o.,  and  3  &  4  W.  4,  c.  xxxiii.,  for  altering  and  amending  that 
Act. 

By  sect.  1  of  the  former  Act  every  occupier  is  to  be  rated  to  the 
poor  rate  by  an  equal  pound  rate;  and  by  *sect.  2,  when  the  r^Aon 
yearly  rent  shall  not  exceed  201,  or  where  any  house  is  let  to  '■ 
weekly  or  monthly  tenants,  or  in  separate  apartments,  the  vestry  may 
compound  with  the  landlord  for  the  payment  of  the  poor  rate,  church 
rate  and  all  other  parochial  rates.  By  sect.  61,  a  right  of  appeal 
to  the  next  Quarter  Sessions  is  given  to  any  person  aggrieved  by  any 
rate. 

By  sect.  11  of  the  latter  Act,  if  any  person  rated  to  any  rate  made 
by  virtue  of  either  of  the  Acts  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the 
same,  one  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  countv  of  Surrey  is  "authorized 
and  required,  on  proof  made  before  him  by  any  one  of  the  church- 
wardens or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  so  far  as  relates 
to  rates  for  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  the  poor  and  all  other  paro- 
chial rates,  except  only  the  repairs  of  the  church  and  highway,  or  by 
any  one  of  the  churchwardens  only  with  respect  to  church  rates," 
&c.,  of  a  demand  and  refusal,  to  summon  the  person,  who  shall  have 
so  neglected  or  refused  to  pay,  to  appear  before  two  justices;  and  if 
be  shall  not  prove  to  the  justices  "that  he  is  not  chargeable  with  or 
liable  to  pay  such  rate  or  composition,  such  person  shall  pay  the  rate 
or  composition  in  respect  of  which  such  summons  was  issued,  and 
also  the  costs  and  charges  of  such  summons  and  of  the  service 
thereof;  and  in  all  cases  where  such  rate  or  composition  shall  not  be 
fully  paid  and  satisfied  upon  the  return  of  such  Summons"  the  justices 
are  authorized  and  required  to  grant  a  warrant  to  levy  such  rate  or 
composition  and  all  arrears  thereof  by  distress  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  person  so  neglecting  or  refusing. 

It  was  proposed,  on  behalf  of  the  applicant,  to  give  evidence  to 
show  that  the  rate  in  question  had  not  been  *duly  carried  at  r*^oo 
the  vestry  meeting,  on  the  4th  July,  and  that  therefore  no  rate  '- 
was  made  on  that  day.  The  justices  refused  to  hear  that  evidence, 
the  rate  being  good  on  the  face  of  it;  and  made  an  order  for  payment 
of  the  rate,  and  decided  to  issue  their  warrant  thereon.  Thereupon 
application  was  made  to  them  to  state  a  case  under  sect.  2  of  stat.  20 
&  21  Vict.  c.  43,  which  they  refused,  on  the  ground  that  that  statute 
did  not  apply,  and  that  the  applicant  must  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Ses- 
sions under  sect.  51  of  stat.  53  G.  3,  c.  clxii. 

C.  J.  Foster,  in  support  of  the  application. — The  right  of  appeal 
given  by  stat.  53  G.  S,  c.  clxii.,  s.  51,  does  not  deprive  a  party  sum- 
moned for  non-payment  of  church  rate  of  the  right  to  show  that  the 
rate  is  a  nullity.  [Blackburn,  J. — The  question  is  whether  this  is 
one  of  the  summary  proceedings  to  which  sect.  11  of  stat.  20  k  21 
Yict.  c.  43,  applies.] 
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CocKBURN,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  no  rnle. 
The  effect  of  the  two  local  Acts  is  to  bring  this  case  within  the  rule 
which  we  have  acted  upon  with  regard  to  poor  rates,(a)  viz.,  that  the 
duty  of  magistrates  when  payment  is  sought  to  be  enforced  is  to  see 
that  there  is  such  a  rate  as  is  alleged,  and  that  the  party  summoned 
is  assessed  to  it,  and  that  he  has  not  paid  his  assessment :  when  they 
have  ascertained  these  matters, — ^the  rate  being  good  on  the  face  of 
it, — their  duty  is  to  enforce  payment,  and  not  to  enter  into  the  ques- 
•4291  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  l^galitji  which  is  for  the  jurisdiction  of  *the  Quar- 

•  -'  ter  Sessions  on  appeal.  By  the  first  Act  a  right  is  given  to 
appeal  against  the  rate,  and  by  the  subsequent  Act  it  is  made  enforce- 
able in  all  respects  like  a  poor  rate.  The  only  inquiry  by  the  magis- 
trates is  to  be,  whether  the  person  summoned  *'  is  chargeable  with  or 
liable  to  pay  the  rate :"  matters  which  do  not  go  to  the  question  of 
its  validity.  The  objection  in  the  present  case  goes,  not  to  the  lia- 
bility of  the  applicant  to  pay,  but  to  the  validity  of  the  rate.  The 
magistrates  were  therefore  right  in  refusing  to  entertain  the  objection, 
which  raised  matter  for  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  on 
appeal. 

Crompton,  J. — ^I  also  am  of  opinion  that  we  ought  not  to  interfere 
under  stat.  20  &  21  Vict,  c  48.  The  rate  in  question  is  good  on  the 
face  of  it ;  by  the  first  local  Act  the  Quarter  Sessions  are  to  have  the 
jurisdiction  of  determining  any  objection  to  its  validity  or  formality. 
Mr.  Foster  must  go  the  length  of  saying  that  even  in  the  event  of  the 
Quarter  Sessions  on  appeal  having  aecided  in  favour  of  the  rate,  two 
justices  could  afterwards  adjudicate  on  its  validity.  If  the  justices 
thought  that  the  rate  was  a  nullity,  they  might  have  declined  to  issue 
their  warrant,  and  the  parties  seeding  to  enforce  payment  of  the  rate 
might  have  applied  to  this  Court  for  a  rule  on  the  justices  to  issue  it. 
Also,  by  sect.  5  of  stat.  20  &  21  Yict  s.  48,  it  is  discretionary  with 
the  Court  to  order  a  case  to  be  stated. 

Blackburn,  J. — Stat.  20  &  21  Yict.  c.  48,  s.  2,  gives  an  appeal 
from  the  determination  of  the  justices  in  cases  which  they  ''  have 
♦4301  P^^^^  *^  determine  in  a  *summary  way."  The  first  complaint 
^  of  the  applicant  was  that  the  justices  ought  to  have  heard  the 
evidence  in  support  of  the  objection  that  the  rate  was  a  nullity  or  in- 
valid, and  his  second  that  on  their  refusal  to  do  so  they  ought  to  have 
stated  a  case  for  the  opinion  of  this  Court.  But  the  proce^ing  under 
the  local  Act  was  not  a  matter  which,  under  stat  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  43, 
s.  2,  they  had  power  to  determine  in  a  summary  way.  Sect  61  of  the 
first  local  Act  gives  an  appeal  against  any  rate  to  the  Quarter  Ses- 
sions; and  by  sect  11  of  the  second  local  Act,  the  justices  before 
whom  a  person  is  summoned  for  non-payment  of  the  rate  are  to  en- 
force payment,  if  he  shall  not  prove  to  the  justices  "that  he  is  not 
chargeable  with  or  liable  to  pay  such  rate :"  it  could  not  have  been 
intended  by  the  legislature  that  the  matter  which  they  had  previously 
said  should  be  decided  by  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions,  should  be 
inquired  into  by  two  justices.  The  words  would  be  satisfied  by 
showing  that  he  was  not  the  person  charged,  or  that  he  had  paid  the 

(a)  See  Reg.  v.  The  Jnttioes  of  KiDgston  apon  Thames,  B.  B.  A  E.  256  (B.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96): 
and  Reg.  v.  Bradahaw  and  others,  Justices  of  Warwickshire,  29  L.  J.  M.  C.  176 ;  6  Jnr.  N.  8. 
629. 
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rate*  or  that  he  was  not  the  occupier,  as  in  the  case  of  poor  rate.  The 
present  case  is  not  within  the  words  or  spirit  of  stat.  20  &  21  Yict.  c. 
43,  8.  2,  which  refers  to  matters  of  which  the  justices  have  summary 
juriscfSction.  There  is  a  distinction  between  a  rate  which  is  absolutely 
Yoid,  and  a  rate  which  is  informal :  if  the  rate  is  void,  the  justices 
might  have  refused  to  issue  their  warrant,  and  probably  this  Court 
would  not  have  compelled  them  to  issue  it;  but  the  justices  have  not 
jurisdiction  to  determine  whether  the  rate  is  good  or  not. 
Mbllob,  J.,  concurred.  Bule  refused. 


*Ex  parte  MANNERING  and  Another,  Churchwardens  of   r^.o^ 
STAPLEHUBST.    April  16.  •■  ^"^^ 

Church  rate, — Notice  to  dispute  validity, — 53  G,  3,  c.  127,  *.  7. 

A  person  summoned  before  justices  for  non-payment  of  a  ohnreh  rate  eontended  that  the 
mmmons  should  be  dismissed  on  the  grounds  that  the  rate  was  wronglj  described  in  the  sum- 
mons and  that  the  rate  was  illegally  made.  These  grounds  of  objection  having  been  argued, 
and  the  magistrates  being  about  to  deliberate,  he  gave  notice  that  he  disputed  the  validity  of 
the  rate  and  his  liability  to  pay  it;  and  thereupon  the  justices  decided  that  their  jurisdiction 
was  taken  away  by  the  third  proviso  to  sect  7  of  stat.  53  G.  3,  e.  127.  This  Court  refused  a 
rule  on  the  justices  to  make  an  order  for  payment  of  the  rate. 

This  was  an  application  for  a  rule  under  stat.  11  &  12  Yict.  c.  44, 
8.  5,  calling  upon  two  justices  of  Kent  to  show  cause  why  they  should 
not  make  an  order  upon  Elisha  Bailey  for  payment  of  the  sum  of  6^., 
assessed  on  him  as  his  proportion  of  a  church  rate  for  the  parish  of 
Staplehurst,  in  the  county  of  Kent. 

At  a  vestry  meeting  of  the  parish  of  Staplehurst  duly  convened 
and  held  on  the  1st  November,  1861,  a  resolution  for  a  church  rate 
of  9d.  in  the  pound  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  the  parishioners 
then  present.  In  pursuance  of  that  resolution,  the  churchwardens,  on 
the  10th  January,  1862,  made  a  rate  upon  the  persons  liable  to  pay 
the  same,  among  whom  Elisha  Bailey  was  assessed  and  charged  with 
the  sum  of  6^.  as  his  proportion.  Upon  application  for  payment  he 
refused  to  pay:  in  consequence  of  which  refusal  an  information 
against  him  was  laid  by  one  of  the  churchwardens,  and  a  summons 
issued  thereupon.  On  the  hearing  of  the  information,  after  the  case 
for  the  complainant  had  been  closed,  the  attorney  for  Elisha  Bailey 
submitted  to  the  magistrates  *that  the  summons  snould  be  dis-  r»4Q2 
missed  for  two  reasons.  First,  that  by  the  summons  Elisha  '- 
Bailey  was  summoned  for  the  non-payment  of  a  rate  made  on  the 
10th  January,  1862,  whereas  the  rate,  if  made  at  all,  was  made  on 
the  1st  November,  1861.  Secondly,  that  the  rate  purporting  to  have 
been  made  on  the  1st  November,  1861,  was  illegally  made,  on  the 
ground  that  the  chairman  of  the  meeting  had  refused  to  put  an  amend- 
ment, moved  by  one  of  the  parishioners  at  the  meeting,  to  the  effect 
that  the  amount  of  the  estimate  be  raised  by  voluntary  contribution. 
The  counsel  for  the  complainant  in  reply  insisted  that  the  rate  was 
legally  made,  and  Elisha  Bailey  properly  summoned ;  and  he  asked 
that  an  order  for  payment  might  be  made.  The  magistrates  being 
about  to  deliberate,  the  attorney  for  Elisha  Bailey  then  stated  to  them 
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that  he  disputed,  under  the  third  proviso  of  sect.  7  of  stat.  53  G.  8,  c 
127,  the  validity  of  the  rate,  and  the  liability  of  Elisha  Bailey  to  pay 
the  same.  No  notice  of  any  objection  to  the  validity  of  the  r|te,  or 
of  the  liability  of  Elisha  Bailey  to  pay  the  same,  was  given  to  the 
magistrates  at  the  hearing  by  Elisha  Bailey  or  his  attomajjjpther  than 
or  at  any  other  time  than  the  notice  above  mentioned.  The  magistrates 
were  of  opinion  that  their  jurisdiction  was  taken  away  by  that  enact- 
ment, and  declined  to  make  an  order  upon  Elisha  Bailey  for  pay> 
ment. 

Barrow,  in  support  of  the  application. — By  the  third  proviso  in 
sect.  7  of  Stat.  58  G.  8,  c.  127,  **  if  the  validity  of  such  rate,  or  the 
liability  of  the  person  from  whom  it  is  demanded  to  pay  the  same,  be 
disputed,  and  the  party  disputing  the  same  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
♦4331  J^s^^^^s*  ^^®  justices  shall  forbear  giving  judgment  *thereup6n." 
^  But  it  was  not  intended  that  the  party  summoned  should  argue 
the  case  before  the  magistrates,  and  take  the  chance  of  a  decision  in 
his  favour,  and  then,  on  finding  that  their  judgment  was  likely  to  be 
against  him,  withdraw  the  matter  from  their  jurisdiction  by  a  bare 
announcement  that  he  disputed  the  I'ate  or  his  liability  to  pay  it  Tf 
a  party  intends  to  avail  himself  of  this  proviso,  he  should  give  notice 
that  he  disputes  the  validity  of  the  rate  or  his  liability  to  pay  it  when 
the  case  is  called  on.  The  objection  taken  and  argued  before  the 
magistrates,  that  the  summons  was  irregular  and  informal,  was  one 
exclusively  for  their  decision ;  and  therefore  the  defendant  having 
submitted  the  case  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates  could  not 
afterwards  withdraw  it  from  them.  [He  cited  Reg.  v.  The  Justices 
of  Salop,  29  L.  J.  M.  C.  39.(a)] 

CocKBURN,  C.  J. — This  case  is  different  from  the  case  cited,  where 
this  Court  refused  to  grant  a  certiorari  to  remove  an  order  for  pay- 
ment of  a  church  rate,  the  notice  of  disputing  the  validity  of  the  rate 
having  been  given  after  a  formal  objection  to  the  rate  had  been  argued 
and  the  magistrates  had  decided  upon  it.  Here  the  party  summoned 
intended  bonfi  fide  to  dispute  the  validity  of  the  rate,  and  gave  notice 
thereof  prior  to  the  decision  of  the  magistrates  upon  the  points  which 
had  been  argued,  and  they  acquiesced  in  the  bona  fides  of  the  objec- 
tion, and  held  their  hands.  Under  these  circumstances  it  would  be  a 
strong  thing  for  this  Court  to  command  them  to  make  an  order 
enforcing  payment  of  the  r«te.  I  think  therefore  we  *ought  not  to 
interfere. 

♦Crompton,  J.— I  think  that  in  this  case  the  objection  was 
taken  in  time  to  enable  the  magistrates  to  forbear  giving 
judgment.  When  a  person  summoned  before  magistrates  has  taken 
an  objection  and  invited  them  to  decide  upon  it,  and  they  have  done 
so,  this  Court  will  not  issue  the  prerogative  writ  of  certiorari  to  bring 
up  their  order.  But  here  the  magistrates^ thinking  that  the  objection 
was  bonfi  fide  taken,  have  forborne  giving  their  judgment,  and  we 
ought  not  to  compel  them. 

Blackburn,  J. — I  think  the  distinction  between  this  case  and  the 
case  cited  is  that  mentioned  by  my  brother  Crompton.  In  that  case 
the  objection  under  stat.  63  G.  8,  c.  127,  s.  7,  was  not  taken  until  after 
the  magistrates  had  decided :  here  the  notice  was  given  before  any 

(a)  S.  C.  nom.  Reg.  v,  Wioksted  and  another,  Jnitioei  of  Salop,  6  Jar.  N.  S.  143. 
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determination  by  the  magistrates,  and  when  there  was  full  time  for 
them  to  forbear  giving  their  judgment. 

MsLLOBy  J. — The  argument  that  the  party  summoned  in  this  case 
is  not  within  the  proviso  to  sect.  7  of  stat.  53  G.  3,  c.  127,  because,  to 
some  extent,  he  allowed  the  magistrates  to  go  into  the  inquiry,  is 
answered  by  the  consideration  that  it  is  convenient  that  the  magis- 
trates should  hear  what  objections  are  made  to  the  rate.  The  proviso 
only  requires  that  notice  shall  be  given  before  the  decision;  and  here 
the  magistrates  declined  to  make  an  order,  because  they  believed  that 
the  objection  was  made  bonfi  fide.  Bule  refused. 


♦HELEN  EMMA  HESTER  TURNEB;  v.  WILLIAM  .^.o^ 
BARNES  and  Others.    April  25.  •-  ^^^ 

Mortgage  deed, — Building  Society, — Tenancy  at  wilL — Distrese. — 8  Ann,  c.  14,  se. 

6,7. 

Bj  indenture  between  G.  W.  T.,  proprietor  of  shares  in  a  Building  Society,  and  tlie  defendants, 
tmatees  of  the  Society,  reciting,  among  other  things,  that  O.  W.  T.  had,  parsoant  to  the  rules 
of  the  Society,  agreed  to  pay  into  the  Society  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years,  the  quarterly  sum 
of  \tl,  3«.  td,  in  respect  of  his  shares;  and  that  for  securing  the  quarterly  payments  he  had 
agreed  to  execute  the  security  intended  to  bo  effected  by  that  indenture,  G.  W.  T.  conveyed  a 
house,  of  which  he  was  seised  in  fee,  to  the  defendants  in  fee.  The  deed  contained  a  proviso 
forjiniet  enjoyment  by  G.  W.  T.  if  he  paid  the  quarterly  sums,  Ac,  and  observed  the  rules  of  the 
Society  and  the  covenants  in  the  deed ;  but  that  in  case  he  made  default  the  defendants  might 
enter,  and  lease  or  sell  the  house,  and  out  of  the  proceeds  retain  the  amount  of  payments  in 
arrear,  Ac,  and  pay  the  surplus,  if  any,  to  G.  W.  T. ;  and  a  clause  by  which  G.  W.  T.  agreed  to 
become  tenant  of  the  house  to  the  defendanU,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  or  other  the  trustee  or 
tmstees  for  the  time  being  of  the  Society,  thenceforth  during  their  will,  at  the  clear  net  yearly 
rent  of  66<.,  payable  on  the  usual  quarterly  days,  subject  to  the  powers  of  distress  and  entry  for 
non-payment  thereof,  and  to  aU  usual  remedies  as  in  leases  of  like  property.  G.  W.  T.  died, 
leaving  paymenU  in  arrear;  the  defendants  distrained  upon  the  goods  in  the  house,  which  was 
in  the  occupation  of  his  widow,  who  subsequently  took  out  administration. 

1.  Qumr€f  whether  the  deed  created  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  between  the  parties? 
But  assuming  that  it  did,  held  that,  the  tenancy  under  the  mortgage  being  at  most  only  a 
tenancy  at  will,  the  distress  was  not  made  during  the  possession  of  the  tonant  fVom  whom  the 
rent  became  due  within  the  proviso  in  sect  7  of  stet  8  Ann.  c  4,  and  therefore  was  not  justified 
under  sect.  6  of  that  Act 

3.  Qumrt  of  the  decision  in  Walker  e.  Giles,  6  C.  B.  662. 

The  first  count  of  the  declaration  wasfy  the  detention  of  the  plain- 
tiff's goods,  tKat  is  to  say,  household  furniture,  and  other  chattels  and 
efftcts  of  the  like  nature.  The  second  count  was  for  the  conversion 
of  the  same  goods.  ^ 

Pleas. — 1.  To  the  first  count,  a  traverse  of  the  detention.  2.  To 
the  second  count,  not  guilty  by  statute  11  G.  2,  c.  19,  s.  21.  3.  To 
the  whole  *declaration,  that  the  goods  were  not  the  plaintiflF's.  r^Aoo 
4.  To  the  whole  declaration,  that  G.  W.  Turner  by  deed  con-  ^ 
veyed  a  messuage  and  hereditaments  then  in  his  occupation  and  pos- 
session to  the  defendants,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  by  way  of  mortgage 
for  securing  payment  of  the  sum  of  5501  and  interest  thereon,  by  in- 
stalments  of  16t  is,  2d.  payable  quarterly  as  therein  mentioned ;  and 
G.  W.  Turner  thereby  agreed  to  become  tenant  to  the  defendants, 
their  heirs  or  assigns,  of  the  hereditaments  and  premises  thereby  ap- 
pointed and  conveyed,  thenceforth  during  their  will,  at  the  clear  net 
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yearly  rent  of  66t,  payable  on  the  usual  quarterly  days,  namely,  &o^ 
subject  to  the  powers  of  distress  and  entry  for  non-payment  thereof, 
and  to  all  usual  remedies  as  in  leases  of  like  property.  Averment : 
that  O.  W.  Turner  held  and  enjoyed  the  messuage  and  premises  as 
tenant  thereof  to  the  defendants  under  the  deed  and  lease  aforesaid  and 
the  agreement  contained  therein,  from  the  time  of  the  making  of  the 
said  deed  and  lease  until  the  time  of  his  death,  and  that  the  plaintifi^ 
as  administratrix  of  O.  W.  Turner,  was  in  possession  of  and  held  and 
enjoyed  the  messuage  and  premises  from  the  death  of  G.  W.  Turner 
until  and  at  the  time  of  the  detention  and  committing  of  the  alleged 
grievances ;  and  that,  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  O.  W.  Turner,  a 
large  sum  of  the  rent  aforesaid  became  and  was  due  and  in  arrear  and 
unpaid  to  the  defendants,  and  the  same  so  continued  due  and  in  arrear 
ana  unpaid  at  the  time  of  the  detention  and  committing  of  the  alleged 
grievances ;  and  that  the  goods  in  the  declaration  mentioned  were  at 
the  time  of  the  detention  and  committing  of  the  alleged  grievances  in 
0AQ'r\  ^^^  up^Q  ^h®  messuage  and  premises :  ^wherefore  the  defend- 
^  ants,  within  six  calendar  months  next  after  the  death  of  G.  W. 
Turner,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  title  and  interest  of  the  de- 
fendants in  the  messuage  and  premises,  and  while  the  plaintiff  was 
still  in  possession  of  the  messuage  and  premises,  took  and  distrained 
the  goods  and  detained  the  same,  and  committed  the  acts  in  the  de- 
claration mentioned,  according  to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  case 
made  and  provided,  and  as  they  lawfully  might  for  t^e  cause  aforesaid, 
and  which  detention  and  grievances  are  the  same  detention  and 
grievances  whereof  the  plaintiff  complains. 

The  plaintiff  took  issue  and  joined  issue  respectively  on  the  several 
pleas ;  and  for  a  further  replication  to  the  4th  plea  set  out  the  deed  in 
that  plea  mentioned,  by  which  Q.  W.  Turner,  being  the  proprietor  of 
shares  in  The  Exeter  and  West  of  England  Permanent  Benefit  Build- 
ing Society,  secured  to  the  Society  the  payment  of  the  quarterly  sums 
payable  on  account  of  his  shares. 

There  was  also  a  demurrer  to  the  4th  plea  and  joinder  therein. 

Bejoinder.  That,  before  the  detention  and  committing  of  the 
grievances  complained  of,  G.  W.  Turner  made  default  in  payment  of 
the  sums  which,  under  the  rules  of  the  Society,  became  payable  by 
him  on  account  of  the  said  shares,  and  in  the  observance  and  per- 
formance of  the  rules  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  covenants  on  his  part 
in  the  deed  contained. 

Issue  on  the  rejoinder. 

There  was  also  a  demurrer  to  the  joinder,  and  joinder  therein. 
'^4881       *^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  issues  in  fact,  before  Channell,  B.,  at  the 
-'  Summer  Assizes  for  Devonshire  in  1861,  a  verdict  was  found 
for  the  plaintiff  for  166i,  subject  to  the  following  special  case. 

At  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  indenture  hereinafter  next  men- 
tioned, G.  W.  Turner,  of,  &c.,  was  seised  in  fee  and  was  also  in  the 
occupation  of  a  messuage  or  dwelling-house  with  the  appurtenances, 
being  No.  14,  Castle  Street,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Lawrence,  in  the  city 
of  Exeter,  and  was  also  the  proprietor  of  five  whole  shares  and  one 
half  share  in  a  Benefit  Building  Society,  called  The  Exeter  and  West 
of  England  Permanent  Benefit  Building  Society,  of  which  Society  the 
defendants  were  trustees. 
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By  an  indenture,  bearing  date  and  made  the  22d  January,  A.  d. 
1857,  between  and  by  G.  W.  Turner,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  defend- 
aats,  therein  described  as  trustees  of  the  Exeter  and  West  of  England 
Permanent  Benefit  Building  Society,  of  the  other  part,  reciting,  among 
other  things,  that  it  had  been  agreed  that  550/.  should  be  paid  out  of  the 
foods  of  the  Society  to  G.  W.  Turner,  in  full  satisfaction  of  his  shares, 
and  that  in  consideration  of  such  payment  Q,  W.  Turner  had,  pursuant , 
to  the  rules  of  the  Society,  agreed  to  pay  unto  the  Society  for  the  term 
of  fourteen  years  commencing  from  the  22d  January,  1857,  the  quarterly 
sum  of  162.  Ss.  2d.  in  respect  of  his  shares,  the  first  and  every  subsequent 
quarterly  payment  to  be  made  at  the  times  and  in  manner  prescribed 
by  the  said  rules,  and  that  for  securing  the  quarterly  sums  and  other 
moneys  thereafter  to  become  payable  on  account  of,  or  with  reference 
to  the  said  shares,  and  that  security  respectively,  G.  W.  Turner 
%id  agreed  to  execute  the  security  intended  to  be  by  the  re-  r^tAoa 
citing  indenture  efiected,  it  was  witnessed  that,  in  consideration  '- 
of  the  sum  of  5502.  advanced  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Society,  G.  W. 
Tamer  appointed  and  conveyed.the  messuage  or  dwelling-house,  No. 
14,  Castle  Street,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  the  defendants,  their 
heirs  and  assigns  for  ever.  And  it  was  amongst  other  things  pro- 
vided that,  if  G.  W.  Turner,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or 
assigns,  should  duly  pay  unto  the  Society  the  several  quarterly  and 
other  sums  which  unaer  the  rules  of  the  Society  should  become  pay- 
able on  account  of  the  said  shares,  and  should  observe  and  perform 
the  roles  of  the  Society  and  the  covenants  thereinafter  contained,  it 
should  be  lawful  for  G.  W.  Turner,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  hold  and 
enjoy  the  said  messuage  or  dwelling-bouse  with  the  appurtenances, 
and  to  reoeive  and  take  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  without  dis- 
turbance by  the  defendants  or  other  the  trustees  or  trustee  for  the 
time  being  of  the  Society ;  but  that,  if  default  should  be  made  in  any 
of  the  matters  aforesaid,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  trustees  or  trustee 
for  the  time  being  of  the  Society,  to  enter  into  possession  or  into  re- 
ceipt of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  messuage  or  dwelling-house 
with  the  appurtenances,  and  to  lease  the  same  as  they  might  think  fit, 
or  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same,  and  out  of  the  rents  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  sale,  amongst  other  things,  to  retain  the  full  amount  of 
all  payments  in  arrear,  and  fines  thereon  due  upon  that  security,  and 
also  of  the  then  value  of  all  future  payments  payable  upon  the  said 
shwes,  and  to  pay  the  surplus,  if  any,  unto  G.  W.  Turner,  his  heirs  or 
assigns.  *  The  indenture  concluded  *with  the  following  clause :  r^^^A 
"And  the  said  G.  W.  Turner  doth  hereby  agree  to  become  *• 
tenant  to  the  said  W.  Barnes,  &c.,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  or  other 
the  trustees  or  trustee  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  Society,  of  the 
hereditaments  and  premises  hereby  appointed  and  conveyed,  hence- 
forth during  their  will,  at  the  clear  net  yearly  rent  of  66/.  payable  on 
the  usual  quarterly  days,  videlicet,  &c.,  subject  to  the  powers  of  dis- 
tress and  entry  for  nonpayment  thereof,  and  to  all  usual  remedies  as 
in  leases  of  like  property.  Provided  always  that  no  greater  principal 
sum  shall  be  hereby  secured  than  800/. 

On  the  25th  May,  1868,  G.  W.  Turner,  intermarried  with  the  plain- 
tiff^ then  called  Ellen  Emma  Hester  Austin.  Before  the  marriage  and 
at  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  indenture  hereinafter  next  men- 
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tioned,  Q.  W.  Turner  and  the  plaintiff  were  respectively  possessed  of 
certain  household  furniture  and  effects,  being  those  comprised  therein. 
By  that  indenture,  bearing  date  the  25th  May,  1858,  and  made  prior 
to  the  marriage  by  and  between  G.  W.  Turner  of  the  first  part,  the 
plaintiff  of  the  second  part,  and  B.  Austin  and  J.  Austin  of  the  third 
part  (B.  Austin  and  J.  Austin  being  respectively  the  father  and 
brother  of  the  plaintiff),  in  consideration  of  the  intended  marriage,  all 
and  singular  the  household  goods  and  furniture,  plate,  linen,  glass, 
china,  books,  prints,  pictures,  and  other  household  effects  of  them  the 
said  G.  W.  Turner  and  the  plaintiff  respectively  were  assigned  to  B. 
Austin  and  J.  Austin  in  trust  (among  other  things),  after  the  solemni- 
zation of  the  marriage,  to  permit  the  plaintiff  to  have,  hold  and  enjoy 
the  said  furniture  and  effects  for  her  separate  use,  free  from  the  control 
and  debts  of  G.  W.  Turner. 

*44n       *Th®  furniture  and  effects  comprised    in   this  indenture 
■'  remained  in  the  messuage  No.  14,  Castle  Street,  from  the 
solemnization  of  the  marriage  of  G.  W.  Turner  and  the  plaintiff  until 
the  time  of  the  distress  hereinafter  mentioned. 

During  the  lifetime  of  G.  W.  Turner  and  the  plaintiff,  the  furniture 
and  effects  were  used  by  G.  W.  Turner  and  the  plaintiff  in  the  said 
messuage.  About  five  weeks  before  the  death  of  G.  W.  Turner,  he 
and  the  plaintiff  went  to  a  watering  place  near  Exeter  for  the  benefit 
of  his  health,  leaving  the  servants  in  care  of  the  said  messuage  and 
the  furniture  and  effects.  About  three  weeks  before  the  death  of  6. 
W.  Turner,  the  plaintiff's  father,  with  the  consent  of  G.  W.  Turner 
and  the  plaintiff,  went  to  the  said  messuage  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting it  and  the  furniture  and  effects ;  and  he  remained  there  for 
that  purpose  until  the  time  of  the  levying  of  the  distress  hereinafter 
mentioned.  G.  W.  Turner  died  at  the  watering  place  on  the  16th 
March,  1860.  The  plaintiff  was  with  him  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  returned  to  the  said  messuage  on  the  18th  March,  1860,  and 
remained  therein  until  this  action  was  brought. 

G.  W.  Turner,  before  his  death,  had  paid  to  the  defendants,  as 
trustees  of  the  Benefit  Building  Society,  the  sum  of  74t  12^.  Sd,  on 
account  of  the  quarterly  sum  of  16Z.  85.  2d.  agreed  to  be  paid  by  him 
in  respect  of  his  shares  in  the  Society,  and  secured  by  the  indenture 
dated  22d  January,  1857,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  there  was  due 
and  in  arrear  from  him  to  the  defendants  as  such  trustees,  on  account 
of  the  quarterly  sum  of  16t  3«.  2rf.,  the  sum  of  119?.  5*.  4rf. 
♦4421  *^^  ^^®  ^*^^^  March,  1860,  being  the  day  following  the  day 
J  of  the  death  of  G.  W.  Turner,  one  of  the  defendants,  for  him- 
self and  the  others,  and  with  their  authority,  signed  a  warrant  of  dis- 
tress addressed  to  W.  Harris,  and  delivered  the  same  to  him,  with 
directions  to  execute  it.  The  arrears  of  rent  mentioned  in  that  war- 
rant were  three  years  arrears  of  the  sum  of  66?.,  at  which  it  is  stated, 
in  the  indenture  dated  the  22d  January,  1857,  that  G.  W.  Turner 
agreed  to  become  tenant  to  the  defendants  of  the  messuage  or  dwell- 
ing-house No.  14,  Castle  Street,  at  a  net  yearly  rental  of  that  amount, 
after  giving  credit  for  the  sum  of  74?.  12^.  8d,  paid  to  the  defendants 
by  G.  W.  Turner  in  his  lifetime  on  account  of  the  quarterly  sum 
•of  16?.  35.  2c?.,  agreed  to  be  paid  by  him  in  respect  of  his  shares  in 
the  Society. 
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On  the  said  17th  March,  Harris,  in  pursuance  and  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  warrant  of  distress  and  of  the  directions  given  to  him, 
entered  into  and  upon  the  messuage,  and  distrained  the  furniture  and 
effects  therein  for  the  alleged  arrears  of  rent.  On  the  20th  March, 
and  whilst  Harris  continued  in  possession  of  the  furniture  and  effects 
under  the  distress,  the  plaintiff,  at  the  request  of  the  defendants,  signed 
and  delivered  to  them  a  notice  in  writing,  requesting  them  not  to  sell 
the  furniture  for  seven  days  from  that  date.  On  the  22d  March,  and 
whilst  Harris  continued  in  possession  of  the  furniture  and  effects 
under  the  distress,  the  plaintiff  signed  and  delivered  to  the  defend- 
ants and  to  Harris  a  notice  that  she  claimed  the  furniture  and  efiects 
under  the  indenture  of  the  26th  May,  1858,  and  required  them  to  give 


[*448 


up  possession  of  ""them.  On  the  same  day,  and  after  the  service 
of  that  notice,  and  whilst  he  still  continued  in  possession  of  the 
furniture  and  effects  under  the  distress,  Harris,  in  further  pursuance 
of  the  warrant  of  distress  and  directions,  signed  and  delivered  to  the 
plaintiff  the  usual  notice  that  he  had  distrained  the  goods  and  chattels 
for  the  sum  of  128Z.  Is,  4(2.,  being  arrears  of  rent  due  to  the  defend- 
ants on  the  22d  of  January,  1860,  for  the  house  and  premises  late  in 
the  possession  of  G.  W.  Turner.  The  defendants  refused  to  deliver 
up  the  furniture  and  effects,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  the  plaintiff  pur- 
suant to  the  notice  of  the  22d  March,  1860,  and  the  request  contained 
therein,  and  had  since  retained  possession  of  them. 

On  the  17th- April,  1860,  administration,  with  the  will  annexed,  of 
the  estate  and  effects  of  G.  W.  Turner,  deceased,  were  granted  to  the 
plaintiff  by  the  Exeter  District  Probate  Court. 

The  action  was  brought  by  a  writ  of  summons  bearing  date  the 
l«th  June,  1860. 

The  Court  was  to  be  at  liberty  to  draw  such  inferences  from  the 
circumstances  set  forth  in  the  case  as  a  jury  should  have  drawn  in 
reference  as  well  to  the  issue  upon  the  plea  of  not  possessed  as  to  the 
other  issues. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  was,  whether,  under  these 
circumstances,  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  maintain  this  action.  If 
the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  in  the  affirmative,  then  the  verdict 
was  to  be  entered  for  the  plaintif]^  but  if  the  Court  should  be  of  a 
contrary  opinion,  then  a  nonsuit  was  to  be  entered. 

Karslake  (with  him  Kingdon),  for  the  plaintiff. — *First.  The  r*^^^ 
clause  in  the  mortgage  deed  to  secure  the  payment  to  become  ^ 
due  from  the  plaintiff's  husband  to  the  Benefit  Building  Society  did 
not  create  a  tenancy  between  him  and  the  defendants  on  which  a  dis- 
tress would  lie:  Walker  v.  Giles,  6  C.  B.  662  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  60), 
recognised  in  Barnard  v,  Pilsworth,  Id.  698,  note  (a).  This  deed  is, 
in  its  terms,  precisely  similar  to  .the  deed  in  the  former  case:  and  the 
principle  of  the  decision  there  is  applicable  here,  viz.,  that  it  was 
inconsistent  with  the  object  of  the  deed  that  the  mortgagor,  before 
default  in  pavment  of  the  contributions,  should  become  tenant^  and  so 
liable  to  be  aistrained  upon  for  rent,  that  therefore  one  of  the  clauses 
must  be  rejected,  and  the  Court  thought  that  they  best  carried  out 
the  intention  of  the  parties  by  rejecting  the  clause  giving  the  power 
of  distress.  [Cbohpton,  J. — In  that  case,  Maule,  J.,  said,  p.  694: 
"  When  one  sees  the  parties  expressly  agreeing  to  become  tenants, 
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one  would  inclioe  to  construe  the  instrument  as  creating  a  tenancy, 
unless  there  was  some  manifest  absurdity  or  great  inconvenience  in 
so  doing.  It  is  enough  for  the  purpose  of  your  argument  to  say, 
that,  though  this  instrument  might  create  a  tenancy,  it  is  not  such  a 
tenancy  as  will  support  the  second  avowry,  viz.,  a  tenancy  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  200^."]  In  Pinhorn  v.  Souster,  8  Exch.  763,  there 
was  an  additional  clause,  providing  that  the  mortgagee  should  apply 
the  rent  when  received  in  satisfaction  of  principal  and  interest. 
[Crompton,  J. — That  is  in  eflfect  provided  for  oy  this  deed.]  In  Pin- 
horn  V,  Souster,  Parke,  B.,  said,  p.  772,  "  As  there  is  no  inconsistency 
*44.fil  ^^  ^^^^  *clau8e,  we  need  not  strike  it  out,  as  the  Court  of  Com- 
-'  mon  Pleas  thought  themselves  compelled  to  do  in  Walker  v. 
Giles."  If  any  tenancy  is  created,  it  is  a  tenancy  at  will  only,  and 
the  reservation  of  a  yearly  rent  is  not  inconsistent  with  it :  Doe  d. 
Dixie  V.  Davies,  7  Exch.  89,  91,  per  Parke,  B.  [Crompton,  J. — Iq 
note  (a)  to  Walker  v.  Giles,  6  C.  B.  701,  it  is  said,  '*  Similar  clauses 
are,  however,  frequently  used  by  conveyancers,  without  any  doubt  as 
to  their  efficacy;  and  a  passage  from  Jarman's  Conveyancing,  vol.  5, 

S.  528,  a  book  of  very  great  authority,  is  cited,  in  which  a  power  of 
istress  is  preferred  to  a  demise  at  will, ''  inasmuch  as  a  demise  at  will 
is  liable  to  be  determined  by  the  death,  and  at  the  will  (a)  of  either 
party,  and,  it  is  conceived,  subjects  the  deed  to  a  lease  stamp."  (6y- 
thewood  and  Jarman's  Precedents  in  Conveyancing,  vol.  5,  p.  514.  3d 
ed.  by  Sweet.)  It  is  part  of  this  deed,  as  well  as  of  the  deed  in 
Walker  v.  Giles,  6  C.  B.  662  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  60),  that  the  mortgagor 
shall  take  the  rents  and  profits  until  default  in  payment  of  the  quar- 
terly sums.  Blackburn,  J. — It  cannot  be  a  tenancy  at  the  will  of  a 
lessor  if  the  tenant  is  entitled  to  retain  possession  beyond  the  will  of 
the  lessor.  Crompton,  J. — If  the  ground  of  the  decision  in  Walker 
V.  Giles  was  that  a  power  to  remain  in  possession  until  default  is  incon- 
sistent with  a  tenancy  at  the  will  of  the  other  party,  we  should  leave 
that  question  to  be  debated  in  a  Court  of  error.] 

Secondly,  assuming  that  a  tenancy  at  will  was  created  between 
Turner  and  the  defendants,  it  was  determined  by  the  death  of  G.  W. 
Turner,  and  therefore  the  power  of  distress  attached  to  it  was  gone, 
which  is  the  objection  to  making  a  demise  at  will  to  the  mortgagor 
♦4461  ®^^^  ^y  ^^'  Jarman  in  By thewood  and  Jarman's  ^Precedents 
-'  in  Conveyancing,  vol.  5,  p.  515,  3d  ed.  by  Sweet.  Stat.  8  Ann. 
c.  14,  8.  7  provides  that  the  distress  given  by  sect.  6,  after  the  deter- 
mination of  the  lease,  shall  be  made  within  six  calendar  months,  "and 
during  the  continuance  of  such  landlord's  title  or  interest,  and  during 
the  possession  of  the  tenant  from  whom  such  arrears  became  due.'' 
[Crompton,  J. — In  Braithwaite  v.  Cooksey,  1  H.  Bl.  465,  it  was  held 
that  the  distress  might  be  made  duriqg  the  possession  of  the  adminis- 
trator of  the  tenant.]  In  that  case  the  term  continued  after  the  death 
of  the  tenant,  and  the  administrator  continued  in  possession  during 
the  remainder  of  the  term  and  after  the  expiration  of  it.  But  the  rea- 
sons for  the  judgment  are  not  given,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  can 
be  supported.  The  plaintiff  here  did  not  become  administratrix  until 
after  the  distress,  and  there  was  nothing  upou  which  the  letters  of 
administration  could  operate. 

o)  4  C.  B.  ess  (E.  C.  L.  R.  toL  SO). 
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Coleridge  (with  him  Field)^  for  the  defendants. — First,  Turner  was 
made  tenant  by  the  express  words  of  the  deed.  The  reason  of  the 
judgment  in  Walker  v.  Giles,  6  0.  B.  662  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  60),  which 
was  upon  a  deed  containing  the  same  words  as  the  present,  appears  to 
have  been  that,  by  holding  that  there  was  a  tenancy,  the  money  might 
be  paid  twice :  but  the  clause  creatine  the  tenancy  in  truth  only  gives 
the  mortgagee  a  further  security  for  tne  payment  of  the  interest,  as  is 
,  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Jarman  in  Bythewood  and  Jarman's  Precedents 
in  Conveyancing,  p.  514,  8d  ed.  by  Sweet.  And  there  is  no  such 
repugnancy  between  the  clauses'of  the  deed  as  is  suggested ;  because 
where  there  is  a  covenant  in  a  mortgage  deed  that  the  *mort-  r^AAn 
gagor  shall  remain  in  possession  until  default  in  payment  of  the  ^ 
mortgage  money,  he  has  until  default  an  interest  in  the  nature  of  a 
term  of  years ;  note  to  Keech  v.  Hall,  1  Smith's  L.  C.  509-510,  5th 
ed. ;  though  after  default  he  becomes  tenant  at  will ;  4  Com.  Dig.  by 
Hammond  99,  Estates  by  Grant  (H.  1).  The  eflFect  of  the  deed  is 
that  the  mortgagor  executes  the  use  in  fee  in  the  trustees.  [Crokp- 
TON,  J. — But  subject  to  the  proviso  which,  from  its  nature,  is  to  take 
eflFect  before  the  conveyance  in  fee.  From  whom  did  W.  Turner  get 
his  estate  as  tenant  ?]  He  occupied  on  the  terms  of  the  deed  on  a 
parol  demise.  Walker  v.  Giles,  6  C.  B.  662  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  60),  was 
discountenanced  in  Pinhorn  v.  Souster,  8  Exch.  763,  and  Brown  v. 
The  Metropolitan  Counties  Life  Assurance  Society,  1 E.  &  B.  882  (E.  C. 
L.  R.  vol.  102).  [Crompton,  J.— In  the  latter  case,  p.  886,  we  say, 
"  The  case  of  Walker  v.  Giles  can  be  only  supported,  if  at  all,  on  the 
ground  pointed  out  by  Lord  Wensleydale  in  Pinhorn  v,  Souster."  I 
do  not,  however,  put  much  weight  upon  that  dictum,  because  I  rather 
think  it  was  my  own  expression,  my  impression  at  the  time  being  that 
the  authority  of  Walker  v.  Giles  was  very  much  shaken.]  The  Court 
also  there  say  *'  We  do  not  at  all  assent  to  the  proposition  that  there 
was  no  tenancy." 

Secondly,  assuming  that  there  was  a  tenancy,  and  admitting  that 
there  was  no  more  than  a  tenancy  at  will,  the  holding  continued  in 
the  person  of  the  widow,  and  therefore  the  defendants  could  distrain 
by  virtue  of  stat.  8  Ann,  c.  14.  The  words  of  the  proviso  in  sect.  7 
are  peculiar,  and,  when  closely  looked  at,  apply  to  such  a  case  as  this. 
The  distress  was  made  within  "six  calendar  months  after  the  r*4^<o 
determination  of  the  lease ;"  *and  the  death  of  the  tenant  is  an  ^ 
ordinary  determination  of  a  tenancy  at  will,  and  there  is  no  exception 
of  such  in  the  proviso.  Then  Braithwaite  v.  Cooksey,  1  H.  Bl.  467, 
is  an  authority  that  the  possession  of  the  tenant  from  whom  the  ar- 
rears became  due  need  not  be  personal,  but  may  be  by  a  representa- 
tive of  the  tenant.  [Blackburn,  J. — Here  G.  W.  Turner  being  tenant 
in  fee  of  the  house,  his  administratrix  would  have  no  more  estate  in  it 
than  a  stranger  would  have ;  the  right  to  take  possession  was  there- 
fore in  the  heir,  and  not  in  the  plaintiff.  The  grant  of  letters  of  ad- 
ministration has  the  effect  of  vesting  leasehold  property  in  the  admin- 
istrator by  relation  to  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  intestate,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  bring  actions  in  respect  of  that  property  for  all  matters 
affecting  the  same  subsequent  to  the  death  of  the  intestate ;  Lessee  of 
Patten  v.  Patten,  Alcock  &  Nap.  493,  cited  in  2  Selw.  N.  P.  698, 12th  ed. 
[Cbompton,  J.,  cited  1  Williams'  Executors,  568,  note  (p),  5th  ed., 
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referring  to  Bex  v.  Horsley,  8  East  410,  per  Lord  EUenboroagh,  aad 
Selw.  N.  P.  717,  6th  ed.]  In  1  Williams'  Executors  557,  5th  ed.,  it 
is  said,  "  An  administrator  may  have  an  action  of  trespass  or  trover 
for  the  goods  of  the  intestate  taken  bj  one  before  the  letters  granted 
unto  him;  otherwise  there  would  be  no  remedy  for  this  wrong- 
doing." In  Foster  v.  Bates,  12  M.  &  W.  226,  where  goods  had  been 
sold  after  the  death  of  the  intestate,  and  before  the  grant  of  letters  of 
administration,  avowedly  on  account  of  the  estate  of  the  intestate,  by 
one  who  had  been  his  agent,  it  was  held  that  the  administrator  might 
ratify  the  sale  and  recover  the  price  from  the  vendee  in  assumpsit  for 
♦4491  8^^®  s^^^  *^d  delivered.  The  rights  and  *liabilitie8  of  an 
J  administrator  ought  to  be  correlative.  [Blackburn,  J. — ^Ad 
ministration  may  be  taken  out  by  creditors  and  others ;  it  would  carry 
the  doctrine  of  relation  very  far  to  say  that  in  such  cases  there  might 
be  a  distress  upon  premises  in  the  occupation  of  an  administrator  many 
years  after  the  death  of  the  intestate.] 

Karahke  was  not  called  upon  to  reply. 

Crompton,  J. — Two  points  have  been  ably  pressed  for  the  defend- 
ant :  first,  that  we  are  bound  by  the  case  of  Walker  v.  Giles,  6  C.  B. 
662  (E.  G.  L.  B.  vol.  60) ;  secondly,  that  the  present  case  is  within  the 
decision  in  Braithwaite  v,  Cooksey,  1  H.  Bl.  465. 

As  to  the  first  point,  I  have  my  own  opinion  of  the  case  of  Walker 
V.  Giles ;  but  it  is  the  general  rule  to  follow  the  decision  of  a  Court 
of  co-ordinate  jurisdiction,  and  therefore  I  should  not  like  to  over- 
rule that  case,  which  was  decided  by  great  judges,  without  further 
consideration ;  and  I  admit  that  there  is  something  like  incongruity 
in  the  two  clauses  of  the  deed.  I  have,  however,  so  strong  an  opin- 
ion on  the  second  point  in  favour  of  the  plaintifi^  that  I  will  not  dis- 
cuss the  first  point  further  than  to  say  that  I  adhere  to  the  great 
doubts  which  we  expressed  on  a  similar  deed  in  Brown  v.  The  Metro- 
politan and  General  Counties  Life  Assurance  Society,  1  E.  &  E.  882 
(E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  102).  If  parties  come  to  an  agreement  that  one  shall 
be  tenant  to  the  other,  and  the  nature  of  the  tenancy  is  expressed, 
and  a  power  of  distress  given,  it  would  seem  that,  however  the  agree- 
^4501  ™^"^  ™^7  op®^^^  i^  &  particular  case, — whether  as  a  ^limita- 
-l  tion  of  the  use  under  the  Statute  of  Uses,  as  I  rather  think  it 
does,  or  whether  it  can  be  supported  as  giving  the  party  occupation 
as  tenant  under  the  terms  of  the  deed,  or  as  a  re-demise, — in  any  view 
of  the  case  it  would  be  a  tenancy  at  will ;  and  then  it  is  expressly 
within  the  authority  of  Walker  v.  Giles,  where  such  a  tenancy  was 
held  to  be  incompatible  with  the  object  of  the  deed. 

As  to  the  other  point, — assuming  Turner  to  have  been  tenant  at 
will  of  the  defendants,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
judgment  on  the  ground  that  the  case  is  not  within  the  provisions  of 
Stat.  8  Ann.  c.  14.  At  common  law  a  landlord  could  only  distrain 
when  there  was  a  tenancy ;  there  could  be  no  avowry  except  on  a 
tenancy.  To  remedy  that,  stat.  8  Ann.  c.  14,  s.  6,  was  enacted ;  bat 
that  enactment  is  carefully  accompanied  with  a  proviso  in  sect  7,  that 
the  distress  shall  be  made  while  the  tenant  from  whom  the  rent  ac- 
crued due  remains  in  possession.  It  is  a  hard  thing,  as  my  brother 
Blackburn  pointed  out,  that  a  stranger's  goods  should  be  taken  for 
such  arrears  of  rent,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  they  would  be  upon  the 
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premises  as  long  as  the  tenant  remained  in  possession.  Therefore  it 
IS  important  that  the  right  of  distress  should  be  confined  to  the  con- 
tinnance  of  the  possession  of  the  tenant  from  whom  the  arrears  be- 
came due.  The  enactment  is,  that  "from  and  after  the  said  first  day 
of  May,  1710y  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  for  any  person  or  persons, 
haying  any  rent  in  arrear  or  due  upon  any  lease  for  life  or  lives,  or 
for  years,  or  at  will,  ended  or  determined,  to  distrain  for  such  arrears, 
after  the  determination  of  the  said  respective  leases,  in  the  same  man- 
^ner  as  they  might  *have  done,  if  such  lease  or  leases  had  not  r^^ci 
been  ended  or  determined.  Now  this  case  would  be  within  ^ 
those  words,  because  on  the  death  of  Turner  the  lease  was  determined. 
Then  there  is  a  proviso  in  the  next  section  that  such  distress  must  be 
made  *'  within  the  space  of  six  calendar  months  after  the  determina- 
tion of  such  lease,  and  during  the  continuance  of  such  landlord's  title 
or  interest,  and  during  the  possession  of  the  tenant  from  whom  such 
arrears  beciame  due."  It  is  impossible  to  say,  without  some  authority 
to  that  effect,  that,  the  tenant  being  dead,  the  possession  of  the  person 
from  whom  the  arrears  accrued  due  is  continued  in  the  present  case. 

In  Braithwaite  v.  Cooksey,  1  H.  Bl.  465,  indeed  the  Court  allowed 
a  distress  to  be  good  during  the  possession  of  the  administratrix ;  but 
they  do  not  give  any  reasons  for  their  judgment,  and  it  seems  to  have 
been  a  peculiar  case, — the  tenancy  was  not  determined  by  the  death 
of  the  lessee,  but  continued  after  his  death,  so  that  his  administratrix 
became  tenant  under  the  lease;  whence  it  is  clear  that  a  distress 
would  lie  for  rent  which,  accruing  in  the  lifetime  of  the  lessee,  did 
not  &11  due  until  after  his  death  and  in  the  time  of  the  tenancy  of  the 
administratrix ;  and  that  may  have  been  such  a  case.  If  this  is  not 
an  explanation  of  that  case,  I  cannot  agree  that,  when  a  tenancy  has 
been  determined  by  the  death  of  the  tenan^  arrears  of  rent  may  be 
distrained  for,  within  the  words  of  sect.  7,  *' during  the  possession  of 
the  tenant  from  whom  such  arrears  became  due." 

The  present  case  is  also  distinguishable  from  Braithwaite  v.  Cook- 
sey on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  possession  by  any  representative 
of  the  tenant  at  the  time  when  the  act,  otherwise  illegal,  was  done  by 
the  defendant.  It  is  true  the  plaintiff  afterwards  took  out  '''ad-  ruiAM 
ministration,  but  I  doubt  whether  the  defendant  can  say  that  ^ 
the  wrongful  act  of  the  plaintiff  in  taking  possession  w^  converted 
into  a  rightful  one  by  relation.  There  are  cases  in  which  a  wrongful 
act  may  become  rightful  by  relation,  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  say 
whether  this  is  one  of  them,  because,  even  if  the  plaintiff  had  been 
in  possession  as  administratrix,  this  case  would  not  be  within  the 
statute. 

Blackburn,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  If  it  was  necessary 
to  consider  whether  Walker  v.  Giles,  6  C.  B.  662  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol. 
60),  is  still  a  binding  authority,  I  should  require  time  to  consider  the 
matter  very  carefully  before  I  said  that  it  was  not.  But  it  is  not 
necessary,  because,  assuming  that  the  authority  of  that  case  has  been 
so  shaken  as  not  to  be  binding  upon  us,  the  utmost  effect  which  can 
be  given  to  the  deed  is,  that  Turner  during  his  lifetime  became  tenant 
at  will,  subject  to  a  rent  which  might  be  distrained  for.  It  would  be 
an  enormous  mischief  if  we  were  to  hold,  contrary  to  the  fact,  that 
the  payment  of  interest  under  a  mortgage  deed  turned  the  possession 
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of  the  mortgagor  into  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year,  requiring  six 
months'  notice  before  the  mortgagee  could  enter  into  possession. 

Treating  this  then  as  a  tenancy  at  will,  it  terminatea  on  the  death 
of  the  tenant,  and  the  only  question  is  whether,  after  the  tenancy  at 
will  had  been  determined  by  the  death  of  the  tenant,  the  defendants 
could  distrain  goods  on  the  demised  premises  by  virtue  of  stat.  8  Ann. 
c.  14.  Sect.  6  of  that  statute  recites :  "  Whereas  tenants  pur  auter  vie 
and  lessees  for  years  or  at  will,  frequently  hold  over  the  tenements  to 
them  demised,  after  the  determination  of  such  leases :  and  whereaj 
after  the  determination  of  such,  or  any  other  leases,  no  distress  can  by 
♦4531  '^^  ^®  *made  for  any  arrears  of  rent  that  grew  due  on  such 
J  respective  leases  before  the  determination  thereof."  The  mis- 
chief for  which  the  statute  intends  to  provide  a  remedy  is  the  tenant 
holding  over ;  and,  there  being  no  power  of  distraining  in  that  case, 
the  enacting  part  gives  a  power  to  any  person  "having  any  rent  in 
arrear  or  due  upon  any  lease  for  life  or  lives,  or  for  years  or  at  will, 
ended  or  determined,  to  distrain  for  such  arrears,  after  the  determination 
of  the  said  respective  leases,"  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  not 
been  determined.  And  then  comes  the  proviso  on  which  the  question 
tarns,  the  important  words  of  which  are,  that  the  distress  must  be 
made  '*  during  the  possession  of  the  tenant  from  whom  such  arrears 
became  due."  In  this  case,  the  arrears  became  due  from  Turner  in 
his  lifetime :  the  premises  were  not  in  his  possession  after  his  death ; 
and  therefore  the  possession  was  not  in  him  from  whom  the  arrears 
became  due.  It  is  true  that  the  widow  and  household  servants  con- 
tinued in  the  house  at  the  time  of  the  distress,  but  they  had  no  right 
to  do  so ;  and  they  were  not  the  tenant  from  whom  the  arrears  became 
due.  The  possession  contemplated  by  the  statute,  though  a  wrongful 
possession,  must  be  a  possession  by  the  tenant  from  whom  the  arrears 
became  due ;  and  the  possession  in  this  case  was  not  his. 

The  widow  indeed  afterwards  took  out  administration,  and  so  far 
represented  her  deceased  husband.  But  even  if  she  had  been  adminis- 
tratrix at  the  time  of  the  distress,  she  would  not  have  been  in  posses- 
sion as  administratrix,  nor  have  had  any  right  to  be  in  possession  as 
such.  Mr.  Coleridge  argued,  that  because  there  is  a  right  of  action  in 
an  administrator  to  sue  for  rent,  the  letters  i>f  administration,  when 
*4541  8**^^®^*  related  back  so  as  to  render  *her  possession  the  posses- 
-l  sion  of  her  deceased  husband  who  was  tenant.  I  do  not  think 
that  even  the  executrix,  if  she  had  taken  out  probate,  would  have 
represented  the  tenant  for  this  purpose.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to 
decide  that.  In  Braithwaite  v.  Cooksey,  1  H.  Bl.  465,  there  was  a  lease 
for  years,  and  the  administratrix  continued  rightfully  in  possession 
under  the  lease  after  the  death  of  the  lessee ;  and  how  far  in  such  a 
case  they  may  be  identified  with  the  testator  as  one  tenant  is  a  ques- 
tion which,  if  it  arose  then,  has  not  arisen  since:  and  it  does  not  arise 
in  the  present  case,  because,  from  the  peculiar  terms  of  the  deed,  there 
was  a  tenancy  in  which  Turner  was  tenant  at  will  in  the  strict  sense 
of  the  term,  and  his  administratrix  never  had  anything  in  the  tenancy. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  this  distress  is  unlawful  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  not  made  during  the  possession  of  the  person  as  tenant  from  whom 
the  arrears  become  due. 

Mblloe,  J.— I  say  nothing  about  Giles  v.  Walker,  6  C.  B.  662  (E. 
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C.  L.  B.  vol.  60),  as  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  so.  I  found  my  judgment 
upon  the  question  whether  the  distress  under  the  circumstanoes  was 
lawful.  At  common  law,  a  distress  after  the  determination  of  the 
tenancy  could  not  be  made,  and  stat.  8  Ann.  c.  14  came  in  to  the  re- 
lief of  landlords  in  certain  cases;  but,  to  entitle  the  defendants  to  suc- 
ceed under  that  statute,  which  enables  landlords  who  have  rent  in 
arrear  to  distrain  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  or  interest  of  the 
tenant,  they  must  bring  themselves  within  the  conditions  in  the  7th 
seaion,  one  of  which  is,  that  the  distress  must  be  made  ''during  the 
possession  of  the  tenant  from  whom  such  arrears  became  due." 

It  is  admitted  that  this  was  a  tenancy  at  will  which  *expired  r«4^ec 
00  the  death  of  the  tenant,  and  therefore  there  was  nothing  for  '- 
the  administratrix  to  represent  by  her  subsequent  possession.  I  think 
the  case  of  Braithwaite  v.  Cooksey,  1  H.  Bl.  465,  has  been  explained 
by  my  brother  Crompton,  supposing  his  suggestion  to  be  correct  as  to 
the  foLCts  of  it.  At  any  rate  that  case  is  distinguishable,  because  the 
tenancy  did  not,  as  in  this,  expire  with  the  death  of  the  tenant;  there 
was  a  period  when  in  a  representative  character  the  administratrix 
occupied  as  tenant ;  and  therefore  her  occupation  might  be  considered 
the  same  as  that  of  the  tenant.  In  this  case  the  tenancy  or  interest 
eeaaed  on  the  death  of  the  tenant,  and  on  that  ground  the  distress 
was  unlawful. 

Cbomfton,  J. — I  wish  to  add  that  the  recital  of  sect.  6,  to  which 
my  brother  Blackburn,  has  referred,  is  strongly  in  favour  of  our  judg- 
ment as  showing  that  the  mischief  contemplated  by  the  statute  was 
one  arising  during  the  tenancy  of  the  lessee  himself  This  recital, 
coopled  with  the  condition  in  sect.  7,  makes  it  clear  to  my  mind  that 
the  statute  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  cases  where  the  tenancy  was 
determined  by  the  death  of  the  tenant. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintifiEl 


The  phrase  "  during  the  possession 
of  the  tenant  from  whom  such  arrears 
beeame  due,''  upon  which  the  princi- 
pal case  turned,  was  omitted  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Statute  of  March  21st 
1772,  which  re-enacts  the  statute  8 
Ann.  c.  14:  Clifford  v.  Beems,  3 
Watts  246;  and  goods  which  were 
fraudulently  or  clandestinely  removed 
firom  the  premises  were  allowed  to  be 
disdained  within  thirty  days,  wherever 
they  might  be  found :  Sect.  4.  A  re- 
moval in  the  daytime,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  landlord,  and  during 
his  absence,  does  not  make  the  act 


fraudulent ;  and  if  the  goods  thus  re- 
moved are  seized  and  sold  by  a  creditor 
of  the  tenant,  the  landlord  cannot 
come  in  upon  the  fund  to  recover  a 
year's  rent,  as  this  is  a  statutory  equiv- 
alent for  his  right  of  distress,  and  can 
he  claimed  only  when  he  could  dis- 
train :  Grant  &  MXane's  Appeal,  8 
Wright  (1863)  477.  But  so  long  as 
the  landlord  retains  his  right  to  dis- 
train, though  the  rent  in  arrear  had 
accrued  three  years  prior  to  the  exe- 
cution, he  is  entitled  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale :  Mors's  Ap- 
peal, 11  Casey  (1860)  162. 
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*456]   ♦GRAINGEB,  KERR  and  Others  17.  MARTIN.    April  21S. 

Marine  insurance, — Average  or  constructioe  total  loss. 

In  June,  1859,  the  owners  of  a  ship  valued  at  17,0002.  caused  themselves  to  be  insured  by 
policies  in  the  usual  form  for  16,000/.,  ft-om  Bombay  to  Liverpool.  When  off  Al^^oa  Bay  she 
encountered  very  severe  weather,  and  sustained  such  damage  that  it  became  necessary  to  put 
into  Port  Louis,  in  Mauritius ;  and  in  January,  1860,  the  master,  after  correspondence  with  the 
owners  in  England,  being  left  to  act  as  he  considered  best  for  the  interest  of  all  parties  eoneerned^ 
sold  her  instead  of  having  her  repaired.  The  owners  ^ad  bought  the  ship  in  1855  for  20,0002. ; 
and  20  per  cent,  would  be  a  reasonable  deduction  in  respect  of  wear  and  tear  at  the  time  when 
the  policy  attached.  The  cost  of  building  such  a  ship  at  that  time  would  have  been  20,000f. ; 
and  the  cost  of  repairing  her  would  have  been  10,500/.  Her  value,  after  she  had  been  repaired, 
would  have  been  7500/.,  she  being  a  vessel  of  exceptional  siie  and  class ;  but  an  owner  wanting 
such  a  ship  for  the  particular  purposes  of  his  trade,  and  having  to  elect  either  to  sell,  or  to 
repair,  or  to  purchase,  would  have  elected  to  repair  her,  for  such  a  vessel  could  not  have  been 
built  or  purchased  at  that  time  for  so  small  a  sum  as  10,500/.  On  a  ease  stated  between  the 
owners  and  an  underwriter,  the  Court  having  power  to  draw  inferences  of  fact :  Held  that  the 
price  of  such  a  ship  in  the  market  after  she  was  repaired  was  not  the  test  of  her  real  value^  and 
that  the  inference  from  the  facts  was,  that  the  cost  of  repairs  would  not  haveezoeeded  the  value 
of  the  ship  when  repaired,  and' therefore  the  loss  was  an  average  loss  only,  and  not  a  oonstructive 
total  loss. 

This  was  a  case  stated  by  an  arbitrator  bj  order  of  a  Jadge  with- 
out pleadings. 

On  the  4th  June,  1859,  the  plaintiffs  being  owners  of  the  ship 
Acadia,  of  which  the  plaintiff*  H.  H.  Kerr,  who  owned  one  sixteenth 
share  in  it»  was  master,  caused  themselves  to  be  insured  by  policies 
of  insurance,  in  the  usual  printed  form,  for  30002.,  from  Bombay  to 
Liverpool.  The  defendant  underwrote  the  policy  for  lOOt  (A  copy 
of  the  policy  accompanied  the  case.)  By  other  policies  the  plainti^ 
effectea  insurances  on  the  ship  for  the  same  voyage  for  further  sums, 
amounting  in  all  to  13,0002.,  and  making  with  the  insurance  above 
*APx7i  *mentioned  16,000Z.  In  all  the  policies  the  ship  was  valued 
^'J  at  17,0002. 

The  Acadia  sailed  from  Bombay  for  Liverpool  in  due  course,  under 
the  command  of  the  plaintiff^,  H.  H.  Kerr,  with  a  general  cargo. 
During  the  voyage,  when  off  Algoa  Bay,  the  vessel  encountered  very 
severe  weather,  and  sustained  so  much  damage  that  it  became  neces- 
sary to  put  into  an  immediate  port,  and  the  master  accordingly  bore 
away  for  Mauritius,  and  arrived  at  Port  Louis,  in  that  island,  on  the 
21st  August,  1869. 

On  the  23d  August  a  survey  was  held  on  the  vessel,  when  it  was 
found  that  she  was  making  eleven  inches  of  water  per  hour,  and  the 
surveyors  recommended  that  the  cargo  should  be  discharged  till  the 
leak  took  up,  and  for  further  examination.    • 

The  discharge  of  cargo  was  accordingly  proceeded  with,  and  on  the 
8th  September,  1859,  the  master  wrote  to  Messrs.  D.  Grainger  &  Son, 
of  Belfast,  the  managing  owners  of  the  Acadia,  a  letter,  which  they 
received  about  the  10th  October,  1859,  and  in  which  he  gave  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the  damage  which  the  ship  had  met  with,  and  esti- 
mates of  the  probable  expenses  of  repairing  and  refitting  her,  as  well 
as  of  lauding  the  cargo,  storage,  drayage  and  reshipping.  ^ 

On  receipt  of  this  letter,  Messrs,  f>.  Grainger  &  Son  wrote  to  Cap- 
tain Kerr  a  letter,  dated  the  15th  October,  1859,  which,  after  giving 
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him  certain  instructions  with  respect  to  the  ship  and  cargo,  proceeded 
as  follows: — '*  We  give  you  these  instructions  as  the  best  that  occur 
to  ourselves,  but  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  we  leave 
eatavelj  to  jour  own  good  judgment  to  act  as  yoa  consider  best  for 
the  interests  of  all  concerned,  and  would  particularly  impress  upon 
you  to  keep  the  interest  'of  underwriters  in  view.  In  confer-  r^^gg 
ence  with  the  underwriters  of  ship,  it  has  been  thrown  out  as  a  *- 
hint  worth  your  consideration,  that  if  you  find  that  the  necessary 
repairs  cannot  be  satisfactorily  done  at  Mauritius,  or  at  a  cost  which 
from  your  previous  experience  you  know  would  be  double  the  cost 
at  home,  the  ship  should  be  cobbled  up  sufficiently  to  come  home  in 
ballast.  In  that  case  you  must  be  most  particular  that  the  surveyors 
recommend  this  course  to  be  most  for  the  interest  of  all  ooncernedy 
as  otherwise  you  would  not  be  justified  in  abandoning  your  freight 
and  forwarding  your  cargo  by  other  vessels.  You  must  then  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  advising  us  by  what  vessel  the  cargo  comes 
forward,  to  enable  us  to  give  sufficient  publicity  for  owners  of  cargo 
to  protect  themselves.  *'  Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)     ^     "  David  Orainoer  &  Son.'' 

On  the  7th  October,  1869,  the  greater  part  of  the  cargo  having  been 
discharged,  a  second  survey  was  held  on  the  ship ;  when  the  report 
of  the  surveyor  stated  that  she  still  made  one  and  a  half  inches  of 
water  an  hour. 

After  the  7th  October,  1859,  the  master  obtained  from  The  Mauri- 
tius Marine  Yard  and  Dry  Dock  Company  an  estimate  that  the  cost 
of  executing  the  repairs  mentioned  in  the  surveyor's  report  of  that 
date  would  not  exceed  60002.,  but  the  Company  declined  to  undertake 
to  complete  them  for  that  sum. 

On  the  11th  October,  1859,  the  master  wrote  to  Messrs.  D.  Grainger 
&  Son  a  letter,  which  reached  them  on  the  8th  November,  1859;  with 
which  he  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  surveyor's  report  of  7th  October, 
1859,  and  of  the  estimate,  and  informed  them  that,  with  such  high 
costs  before  him  for  repairing  the  ship,  he  did  not  ♦consider  r^^Ko 
himself  justified  in  going  into  those  repairs  without  orders  *■ 
from  them  to  that  effect. 

Between  the  11th  October  and  the  10th  November,  the  master  made 
arrangements  under  which  The  Acadia's  cargo  was  eventually  sent  on 
to  Liverpool  by  other  vessels;  and  on  the  10th  of  November  he  wrote 
to  Messrs.  D.  Grainger  &  Son  a  letter,  which  they  received  on  the 
10th  December,  and  in  which  he  stated  that,  failing  to  get  a  telegraph 
from  them  by  last  mail,  and  finding  that  the  repair  of  the  ship  would 
take  9000Z.  exclusive  of  expenses  to  be  paid  by  cargo,  he  considered 
that  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  forwara  the  cargo  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible and  await  their  orders. 

After  the  10th  November,  and  when  all  the  cargo  was  out  of  the 
ship,  further  damages  were  discovered.  Another  survey  was  held, 
and  on  the  surveyor's  report  of  those  damages  being  submitted  by  the 
master  to  The  Mauritius  Marine  Yard  and  Dry  Dock  Company,  that 
Company  estimated  that  the  additional  expense  would  not  exceed 
8500Z.,  making,  with  their  former  estimate,  a  total  of  9500t  They 
declined  however,  as  before,  to  undertake  the  additional  repairs  for 
the  amount  of  their  estimate. 
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On  the  8th  December,  1859,  the  master  wrote  to  Messrs.  D.  Grain- 
ger &  Son,  the  following  letter  which  they  received  on  the  9  th  Janu- 
ary, 1860. 

"Ship  Acadia, 
'*  Messrs.  D.  Grainger  &  Son.  '*  Port  Louis, 

''  Mauritius,  8th  December,  1859. 

"  Since  writing  you  last  mail,  I  have  bad  another  survey  on  the 
sbip  after  all  the  cargo  was  discharged,  and  on  my  getting  survey 
*4801  ^®P^^^'  submitted  it  to  the  Marine  *Dry  Dock  Managers :  they 
-'  gave  me  an  estimate  to  do  the  work  therein  stated,  amounting 
to  8500Z.,  but  would  not  bind  themselves  to  that  sum,  although  they 
gave  it  as  their  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  as  near  as  they  could 
calculate  on  the  back  of  survey  report,  making  a  total  of  9500t  On 
my  presenting  the  surveys  and  estimates  thereon  to  the  surveyors, 
they  at  once  gave  as  their  opinion  from  the  shattered  state  of  the 
ship,  and  their  long  experiepce,  that  the  actual  cost  to  repair  would 
amount  to  at  least  80  per  cent,  on  the  estimates  handed  me  by  Dry 
Dock  Managers,  and  from  my  own  experience  and  knowledge  of  ships 
that  have  been  repaired  since  I  arrived  here,  I  am  of  opinion  the  Pur- 
veyors' added  cost,  as  written  by  them  on  their  survey  report,  would 
be  within  the  mark.  This  would  make  12,350Z.  for  the  shipwright's 
work  alone,  to  which  I  may  add  for  sails  and  rigging  cut  and  blown 
away,  unmooring,  pilotage  to  and  from  dry  docli^  scraping,  painting, 
and  boring  pumps,  and  new  gear,  surveys,  and  other  incidental  ex- 
penses connected  with  docking  and  repairs,  say  15002.,  making  a  total 
of  18,8502.,  an  amount  so  far  above  the  value  of  the  ship  if  repaired 
at  home,  that  I  at  once  made  up  my  mind  to  abandon  and  sell  the 
hull,  rigging,  sails,  stores,  &c.,  as  soon  as  I  can  get  all  ready  for  the . 
auction,  on  account  and  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned -. 

"'  I  hope  by  next  mail  to  be  able  to  send  you  all  documents  con- 
nected with  the  cargo  and  sale  of  ship,  &c. 

"  I  remain.  Gentlemen,  your  obdt.  Servant, 

"HknbyH.  Kkrr." 

After  the  date  of  this  letter,  the  master  submitted  the  estimates  he 
had  obtained  for  the  repairs  to  surveyors,  who  gave  him  the  following 
certificate : 

*46n  *"The  undersigned  being  requested  by  Captain  Kerr,  of 
-'  the  ship  Acadia,  to  examine  the  estimates  of  the  repairs  of  the 
said  ship,  as  recommended  by  the  surveyors,  and  to  state  our  opinions 
how  he  should  act  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned :  We  hereby  declare 
that,  having  carefully  examined  all  the  estimates  for  the  repairs  as 
recommended  by  the  surveyors,  the  estimates  are  generally  far  short 
of  the  actual  dock  charges.  It  is  our  opinion,  that  Captain  Kerr  would 
not  be  justified  in  entering  upon  repairs  which  would  evidently  exceed 
10,000^.,  and  we  therefore  recommend  him  to  abandon  The  Acadia 
for  the  interest  of  all  concerned  (estimated  value  in  Liverpool  being 
7S601.)  *' John  FRAgBB,  &c. 

**  Mauritius,  December,  1859." 

On  the  13th  December,  1859,  the  master  attended  before  a  notary 
public  at  Port  Louis,  and  formally  declared  that  he  abandoned  The 
Acadia  to  the  underwriters;  and  at  his  request  a  notarial  act  was 
formally  drawn  up  recording  such  abandonment,  and  the  intention  of 
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the  master  to  sell  ibe  vessel  and  hold  the  proceeds  for  account  of 
whom  it  might  concern. 

Oq  the  7th  January,  1860,  The  Acadia  was  sold  at  Mauritius,  by 
auction,  under  the  master's  orders.  The  vessel  realized  1850^.,  which 
was  reduced  by  the  charges  and  expenses  attendant  upon  the  sale  to 
1070t     The  Acadia  was  afterwards  broken  up. 

On  the  10th  February,  1860,  Messrs.  D.  Grainger  k  Son  received 
from  the  master  the  surveyor's  report  on  the  further  damages,  and  the 
estimate  of  The  Mauritius  Marine  Yard  and  Dry  Dock  Company,  for 
repairing  the  same,  referred  to  in  his  letter  of  the  8th  December,  1869, 
and  also  the  notarial  act  of  abandonment  aboye  mentioned. 

*0a  the  same  day  the  assured  gave  the  underwriters  on  the  ri^Aao 
ship  notice  of  abandonment.    The  underwriters,  however,  re-  '• 
fused  to  accept* the  abandonment. 

The  cost  of  repairing  the  ship  would  have  been  10,500t 

In  1855,  the  plaintifls  bought  the  ship  for  20,0002. 

The  cost  of  building  such  a  vessel  as  The  Acadia  at  the  time  tbe 
policy  was  effected,  and  at  the  date  of  the  sale  at  Mauritius,  would  have 
been  20,000t  For  the  purposes  of  this  case,  20  per  cent  would  be  a 
reasonable  deduction  from  the  cost  price  of  the  vessel  in  respect  of 
wear  and  tear  at  the  date  when  the  policy  attached,  and  at  the  date 
of  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel  at  the  Mauritius.  The  value  of  the 
ship  to  sell  when  the  risk  on  the  policy  commenced  was  75002.  Her 
Tslue  to  sell  at  the  time  when  the  repairs  would  have  been  completed, 
assuming  such  repairs  to  have  been  properly  executed,  would  have 
been  the  same  sum. 

The  Acadia  was  a  vessel  of  exceptional  size  and  class,  and  her  value 
at  any  time  to  sell  would  depend  very  materially  upon  whether  the 
sale  were  at  the  instance  of  an  owner  anxious  to  sell  or  of  a  buyer 
anxious  to  purchase.  The  value  above  stated,  assuming  the  repairs 
to  have  been  completed,  is  what  the  ship  would  have  realized  if  sold 
by  an  owner  anxious  to  sell  at  the  period  in  question,  when  the  market 
for  all  kinds  of  shipping  was  in  a  very  depressed  state.  An  owner 
wanting  such  a  ship  for  the  particular  purposes  of  his  trade  at  the 
time  when  the  Acadia  was  sold,  and  having  to  elect  to  sell,  to  repair, 
or  to  purchase,  would  have  elected  to  repair,  for  such  a  ship  could 
neither  have  been  built  nor  purchased  at  that  time  for  so  small  a  sum 
as  10,5002. 

The  plainti£&  claim  to  recover  the  sum  insured  as  for  a  oonstructive 
total  loss  of  the  ship. 

*The  defendant  contends  that  he  is  not  liable  as  for  a  con-  r«^gQ 
stmctive  total  loss,  but  for  an  average  loss  only.  ^ 

The  Court  was  to  have  power  to  draw  any  inference  of  fact  from 
the  above  statements  and  evidence  which  a  jury  might  draw. 

The  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  were : 

First.  Whether,  under  the  circumstances  stated,  the  defendant  was 
liable  as  for  a  constructive  total  loss. 

Secondly.  If  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  defendant  was 
liable  as  for  a  constructive  total  loss,  were  the  plaintiffs  entitled  to 
recover  as  on  the  footing  of  the  actual  selling  value  75002.,  or  of  the 
policy  value  17,0002.? 

Thirdly.  If  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  defendant  was 
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liable  for  an  average  loss,  and  not  for  a  constructive  total  loss,  then 
were  the  plaintiffs  entitled  to  recover  more  than  the  difference  be- 
tween the  saleable  value  of  the  ship  7500/.,  and  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  sale  10702.,  or  on  what  principle  was  such  average  loss  to  be 
ascertained  ? 

K  the  first  question  were  answered  in  the  affirmative,  judgment  was 
to  be  entered  for  the  plaintiffs  in  the  sum  to  be  named  by  the  Court. 

It  was  agreed  that,  should  the  Court  be  of  opinion  that  the  defend- 
ant was  liable  as  for  an  average  loss  for  a  sum  exceeding  the  differ- 
ence between  the  saleable  value  and  the  net  proceeds  as  above  men- 
tioned, the  amount  of  such  liability  would  be  ascertained  on  the 
principle  to  be  stated  by  the  Court  by  an  arbitrator  selected  for  that 
purpose,  and  judgment  was  to  be  entered  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  sum 
to  be  so  ascertained. 

Honyman  (with  him  Watlcin  Williams),  for  the  plaintiff. — [AfelUsh, 

*4641  ^^^^''f'  admitted  that  the  answers  on  the  ^second  and  third 

^  questions  must  be  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff.]     On  the  second 

question  Irving  v.  Manning,  1  H.  L.  Cas.  287,  s.  c.  6  C.  B.  891  (E. 

C.  L.  B.  vol.  60),  is  in  point  for  the  plaintiffs. 

As  to  the  first  question. — It  was  not  the  duty  of  the  master  to  re- 
pair the  ship  in  the  port  at  Mauritius,  the  cost  of  repair  being  esti- 
mated at  10,6002.,  and  her  value  to  sell  in  the  market,  after  she  had 
been  repaired,  being  only  7500^  It  is  true  that  the  arbitrator  who 
stated  this  case  adds  that  the  ship  was  of  exceptional  size  and  class ; 
and  then  he  gives  the  seller's  price  and  the  buyer's  price.  But,  in 
stating  that  an  owner  wanting  such  a  ship  would  have  elected  to  re- 
pair it,  he  does  not  find  that  the  plaintiffs  wanted  such  a  ship ;  and 
the  presumption  is  that  they  did  not,  as  her  cargo  had  been  sent  on 
by  other  vessels.  The  case  ought  to  go  back  to  the  arbitrator  to  find 
what  the  ship  would  be  worth  if  it  sold  reasonably,  or  if  there  was  a 
buyer  anxious  to  purchase. 

Mellish  (with  him  Broum),  for  the  defendants.-*The  burden  is  od 
the  plaintifib  to  make  this  out  to  be  a  total  loss  by  construction. 
Everv  material  fact  necessary  for  the  decision  of  the  case  has  been 
found  by  the  arbitrator.  The  ship  in  question  was  one  of  exceptional 
size  and  class,  the  value  of  which  is  not  tested  by  the  market  price, 
as  would  be  the  case  with  an  ordinary  ship  purchasable  in  the  market 
In  The  African  Steam  Ship  Company  v.  Swanzy,  2  K.  &  J.  660, 
Wood,  V.  G.,  said,  p.  664 :  "  It  is  true,  that  the  sum  which  the  ship 
would  have  sold  for,  cannot,  in  all  cases,  be  a  true  criterion  of  its 
*4651  ^^'^^*  ^^^^  might  arise,  in  which  to  *adopt  that  criterioQ 
-I  would  lead  to  undue  depreciation.  A  particular  class  of  ships 
might  be  adapted  for  one  particular  description  of  traffic,  and  for  that 
alone ;  and  that  description  of  traffic  mignt  be  entirely  occupied  by 
one  Company,  with  which  it  might  be  hopeless  to  compete,  so  that 
there  would  be  no  market  for  a  ship  of  that  particular  description. 
If  such  a  case  should  ever  occur,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Court 
to  adopt  some  other  criterion.  One  I  venture  to  suggest  mieht  be,  to 
ascertain  the  price  given  for  the  ship,  and  the  subsequent  aeteriora- 
tion.  Some  such  criterion  would  have  to  be  adopted ;  for  otherwise 
the  value  of  the  ship  would  be  what  the  ship  would  sell  for  to  be 
broken  up.    Here,  however,  no  one  suggests  that  the  value  of  this 
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Blip  is  to  be  taken  at  what  she  would  have  fetched  to  be  broken  up." 
Aocording  to  the  argument  on  the  other  side,  the  underwriter  would 
be  liable  for  less  than  if  this  had  been  a  ship  ordinarily  in  use.  In 
the  cases  upon  this  subject  the  ship  was  an  ordinary  one,  and  then  the 
expressions  what  the  ship  would  be  worth  to  sell,  and  what  it  would 
be  worth  to  the  owner,  are  equivalent;  but  when  as  heie  the  ship  ia 
Bot  saleable  in  the  market  it  ia  difEereot. 

Honyman^  in  reply. 

CBOMFTOir,  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  our  judgment  ought  to  be  for 
the  defendant.  Mr.  Honyman  has  principally  urged  that,  if  this  went 
beck  to  the  arbitrator,  he  might  state  some  facts  which  would  make 
out  a  case  for  him.  If  it  appeared  that  there  was  any  mistake  in 
stating  the  facts,  we  might  send  the  case  back  even  against  the  will 
of  the  opposite  party ;  but,  from  what  has  passed,  *I  rather  r^AM 
sappose  that  the  arbitrator  has  stated  all  the  facts  he  could,  and  ^ 
has  drawn  inferences  as  far  as  he  found  himself  able  to  do  so ;  and, 
with  the  consent  of  the  parties,  he  has  left  it  to  us  to  say  what  con- 
clusions we  draw  from  the  facts. 

This  is  not  in  itself  a  case  of  total  loss ;  but  it  may  be  a  construe- 
tive  total  loss  if  the  ship  was  not  worth  repairing  by  a  prudent 
owner.  We  must  consider  whether  that  is  made  out  or  not.  Now  I 
eannot  from  the  &cts  before  us  draw  the  inference  that  this  ship 
would  not  be  worth  more  than  10,500^.,  as  the  fair  value  of  a  ship  so 
sitaated,  and  being  a  ship  '*  of  exceptional  size  and  class :" — on  the 
contrary,  my  impression  is  that  she  would  have  been  worth  more 
than  10,500/.  when  repaired.  Indeed  I  can  hardly  say  that  she  would 
not  be  worth  20,0002.,  the  sum  which  it  would  cost  to  build  her.  Mr. 
Honyman  argues  that  she  would  only  be  worth  7500/.,  because  she 
could  not  be  sold  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  to  persons  who  did 
not  actually  want  such  a  ship,  for  more  than  7500/.  As  is  pointed 
out  by  Vice-Chancellor  Wood  in  The  African  Steamship  Company  v. 
Swanzy,  2  K.  &  J.  660,  664,  what  a  ship  would  fetch  under  such  cir- 
cumstances cannot  be  the  fair  value.  He  says,  if  it  were  so  the  value 
of  the  ship,  which  mi^ht  be  a  new  one  just  built  at  an  enormous  cost, 
would  be  what  the  ship  would  sell  for  to  be  broken  up.  That  would 
lead  to  a  great  extension  of  the  doctrine  of  constructive  total  loss, 
because,  in  the  case  of  ships  of  exceptional  character,  only  wanted 
for  special  purposes,  and  not  likely  to  find  an  immediate  sale,  almost 
any  loss  that  might  happen  would  be  made  a  total  loss.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  fair  argument  that,  because  the  ship  *could  only  r^^g^ 
be  sold  for  7600/.,  therefore  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  L  ^"* 
repair  the  ship  at  a  cost  of  10,500/. ;  for  it  might  be  equally  urged 
that  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  build  a  ship  for  20,000/.  because 
she  would  only  fetch  in  the  market  a  much  less  sum.  It  is  clear, 
therefore,  that  in  this  case  the  value  of  the  ship  in  the  market  cannot 
be  the  true  test  It  appears  to  me  that  the  onus  is  on  the  assured  to 
make  out  that  what  is  not  in  itself  a  total  loss  is  made  a  constructive 
total  loss,  by  showing,  according  to  the  rule  now  well  established, 
that  it  is  not  worth  while  for  a  prudent  owner  to  repair ;  this  being  in 
general  regulated  by  the  price  which  can  be  obtained  for  the  ship 
when  repaired,  assuming  it  to  be  an  ordinary  and  not  an  exceptional 
ship.    On  the  whole,  I  am  satisfied  it  is  not  shown  by  the  assured  that 
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the  ship  was  not  worth  repairing;  and  I  should  be  sorry  to  extend 
the  doctrine  of  constructiy^e  total  loss.  Therefore  this  must  be  taken 
to  be  an  average  loss. 

On  the  other  questions  the  parties  appear  to  be  agreed. 

Blackburn,  J. — (The  only  other  Judge  present.)  I  also  am  of 
opinion  that  our  judgment  ought  to  be  for  the  defendant.  It  is  for  us 
to  draw  inferences  of  fact  from  the  matters  stated.  This  ship  was,  by 
perils  of  the  sea,  driven  into  a  port  at  the  Mauritius  in  such  a  state 
that  unless  money  was  expended  upon  her  she  could  not  have  been 
saved.  It  is  a  fixed  and  well  ascertained  rule  of  mercantile  law  that 
when  a  ship  is,  by  perils  of  the  sea,  thrown  into  such  a  situation  that 
it  requires  expenditure  of  money  to  make  her  a  ship  again, — '•  if,"  in 
the  language  of  Maule,  J.,  in  Smith  v.  Moss,  9  C.  B.  94,  108  (E.  C.  L. 

♦4681  ^'  ^^^'  ^'^^^  "*^®  ^^^^P'  when  repaired,  will  not  be  worth  ♦the 
J  sum  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  expend  upon  her**  (see 
also  the  judgment  of  the  Court  delivered  by  Jervis,  C.  J.,  in  Bosetto 
v.  Gurney,  11  C.  B.  176,  186  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  78),)  or,  as  it  is  some- 
times worded,  if  the  expense  of  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  ship  is 
greater  than  the  value  of  the  ship  when  repaired ;  or  (which  is  the 
same  thing  though  not  so  strictly  accurate)  if  a  prudent  uninsured 
owner  under  such  circumstances  would  not  repair  the  ship,  then  the 
loss  amounts  to  a  constructive  total  loss.  The  question  in  the  present 
case  is,  whether  this  was  so.  The  arbitrator  finds  that  10,5001  would 
have  made  the  ship  as  good  as  she  was  at  the  time  she  encountered 
the  perils  which  drove  her  to  the  Mauritius.  That  brings  us  to  the 
question,  Would  the  value  of  the  ship  when  repaired,  or  would  it 
not,  exceed  the  10,500 1, — would  a  prudent  uninsured,  owner,  who 
knew  that  by  expending  10,500?.  he  would  get  a  ship  as  good  when 
repaired  as  she  was  before  the  damage,  spend  the  10,5002.  or  not? 
On  that  the  arbitrator  finds  two  sets  of  facts,  first,  he  finds  that  the 
cost  of  building  the  ship  would  have  been  20,0007.,  though,  after  the 
five  years'  wear  and  tear,  the  fair  deduction  from  the  cost  price  would 
be  202.  per  cent.,  and  consequently  16,0002.  would  be  the  value  of  the 
ship.  He  also  finds  that  the  ship,  at  the  time  when  the  risk  com- 
menced, would  have  sold  for  75002.,  or  as  he  words  it,  "  the  value  of 
the  ship  to  sell  when  the  risk  on  the  policy  commenced  was  75002."; 
and  he  says  that,  after  the  repairs,  assuming  them  to  have  been  pro- 
perly executed,  her  value  would  have  been  the  same.  He  explains 
this  by  saying,  *^  The  Acadia  was  a  vessel  of  exceptional  size  and 
class,  and  her  value  at  any  time  to  sell  would  depena  very  materially 
*4691  ^P^^  whether  the  sale  were  at  *the  instance  of  an  owner 
^  anxious  to  sell  or  of  a  buyer  anxious  to  purchase.  The  value 
above  stated,  assuming  the  repairs  to  have  been  completed,  is  what 
the  ship  would  have  realized  if  sold  by  an  owner  anxious  to  sell  at 
the  period  in  question,  when  the  market  for  all  kinds  of  shipping  was 
in  a  very  depressed  state."  Then  he  proceeds,  "  An  owner  wanting 
such  a  ship  for  the  particular  purposes  of  his  trade  at  the  time  when 
The  Acadia  was  sold,  and  having  to  elect  to  sell,  to  repair,  or  to  pur- 
chase, would  have  elected  to  repair,  for  such  a  ship  could  neither  have 
been  built  nor  purchased  at  that  time  for  so  small  a  sum  as  10,5002." 
It  is  said  that  it  is  not  found  that  the  plaintifis  were  owners  who,  for 
the  purpose  of  their  trade,  wanted  to  use  such  a  ship;  but  when  we 
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find  that,  at  the  time  when  the  value  of  the  ship  to  sell  is  put  by  the 
arbitrator  at  7500?.,  the  j)laintift8  were  using  it  in  their  trade,  and 
valued  her  for  the  purpose  of  insurance  at  17,000?.,  I  think  there  is 
material  evidence  against  them  that  the  value  of  the  ship  in  their 
estimation  was,  as  the  arbitrator  puts  it,  the  value  of  the  ship  to  an 
owner  wanting  at  that  time  such  a  ship  for  the  particular  purposes  of 
bis  trade.  And  then  in  determining  the  question  whether  there  has 
been  a  constructive  total  loss  in  this  case,  the  ship  being  of  a  size  and 
class  for  which  there  is  no  ordinary  market,  its  value,  as  Mr.  Mellish 
pointed  out,  is  not  to  be  tested  by  what  it  would  sell  for  in  the  market 
where  there  are  no  buyers.  If  it  were  necessary  to  say  whether, 
on  these  findings,  the  value  was  10,500Z.  or  not,  one  might  pause 
before  finding  that  it  was;  but,  taking  the  facts  together  which  I  have 
mentioned,  I  think  the  assured  have  not  made  out  affirmatively, 
which  it  lies  upon  them  to  do,  that  the  expenditure  of  10,500Z,  would 
have  produced  a  *ship  the  value  of  which  would  have  fallen  r*^^^ 
short  of  10,500Z.  The  arbitrator  wanted  to  know  whether,  if  *■ 
be  had  to  decide  the  case,  he  should  value  the  ship  at  the  seller's  or 
the  purchaser's  price.  I  think  it  is  neither:  I  think  the  test  is. 
What  was  the  real  value  of  the  ship  at  the  time?  In  the  present 
case,  I  think  the  builder's  price,  that  is,  the  price  at  which  a  person 
could  have  got  such  a  ship  built  for  him>  would  have  come  much 
nearer  to  the  true  value  than  the  selling  price ;  but  it  is  sufficient  for 
the  decision  of  the  case  to  say  that  it  rests  on  the  assured  to  make 
out  affirmatively  that  the  ship  when  repaired  would  not  have  been 
worth  10,500?.  There  are  phrases  in  some  of  the  decided  cases  indi- 
cating that  it  should  be  shown  that  the  cost  of  repairs  must  greatly 
exce^  the  value  of  the  ship  when  repaired,(a) — and  that  it  must  not 
be  a  measuring  cast ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  arbitrator  could  not, 
and  ought  not  to  have  drawn,  from  the  facts  which  he  has  stated,  the 
inference  that  the  ship  when  repaired  would  not  Mve  been  worth 
10,500?. ;  and  unless  he  sq  found,  the  decision  ought  to  be  that  there 
was  not  a  constructive  total  loss. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant 

(a)  Bee  Toiing  «.  Turing,  In  error,  2  M.  ft  Or.  598, 602  (B.  G.  L.  R.  to!.  40),  per  Lord  Abinger. 
Inring  e.  Mmnning,  in  error,  2  0.  B.  784»  788  (B.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  62),  per  Pollock,  C.  B. 

The  vdue  of  a  ship,  as  is  stated  by  the  value  of  the  ship  is  the  same  in  all 

Mr.  Baily,  in  an  essay  upon  the  suh-  cases. 

jeot,   17    Law   Magazine,   3d    series        It  is  necessary  to  discard  the  market 

(1804)   76,  varies   according  to  the  value  as  a  standard,  and  resort  directly 

time  at  which  the  estimate  is  made,  to  the  constituent  elements  which  go  to 

If  insured,  at  the  time  the  risk  under  make  up  the  value  of  a  ship, 
the  policy  attached;  in  case  of  colli-        1.  The  cost  of  building  a  similar 

sion,  at  the  moment  preceding  the  ao-  ship  at  the  time  when  the  question 

oident ;  when  the  shares  of  part-owners  arises. 

are  transferred,  at  the  time  of  the  The  cost  of  replacing  is  a  better^test 
transfer;  and  when  there  is  general  than  what  she  will  fetch  in  the  mar- 
average,  at  the  time  she  became  liable  ket,  especially  if  she  were  built  for 
lo  contribution.     In  other  respects,  Any  particular  purpose. 

B.  A  8.,  VOL,  II. — 18 
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2.  The  length  of  such  ship's  life. 

Her  yalue,  iDcluding  future  inter- 
est on  capital,  is  the  money  that  the 
owner  can  yet  make  out  of  her  whilst 
she  ezistd  as  a  ship.  This  would  he 
her  net  earnings,  plus  her  yalue  to 
break  up. 

8.  The  date  when  she  was  built. 

4.  The  difference  between  the  net 
freight  she  will  earn  for  one  voyage  on 
current  rates  of  freight  and  on  average 
rates  of  freight. 

The  net  earnings  depend  on  the 
freights  the  owner  is  justified  in  ex- 
pecting, i.  e.  on  the  current  rates  of 
freight  for  the  next  voyage,  and  on  the 
average  rates  of  freight  for  such  a  ship 
for  the  remainder  of  her  life,  i.  e,  the 
freight  she  can  make  in  the  long  run. 

5.  The  falling  off  per  annum  in  her 
receipts  at  the  latter  part  of  her  life, 
by  reason  of  her  age — when  there  is 
such  falling  off. 

When,  by  reason  of  her  age,  the 
rates  of  freight  which  she  can  earn 
are  less  than  the  rates  of  a  simihir  ship 
not  so  old,  that  fact  reduces  her  present 
value,  as  it  lowers  the  average  of  her 
profit  during  the  remainder  of  her  life. 

On  these  prinAples,  when  a  ship 
lasts  five  years  as  a  ship,  and  her  cost 
to  build  was  5000^.,  and  her  proceeds 
when  she  is  ultimately  broken  up  will 
be  500^.,  and  her  earnings  per  annum 
on  the  last  three  years  of  her  life  will 
be  at  the  rate  of  two-thirds  only  of 
those  per  annum  of  the  first  two  years, 
by  reason  of  her  age,  the  deductions 
for  age  are  on  (5000/.  cost,  less  500/. 
proceeds)  4500/. — 25  per  cent,  for  the 
first  year,  50  per  cent,  for  the  second 
jear,  66|  per  cent,  the  third  year,  83i 
per  cent,  for  the  fourth  year,  100  per 
cent,  for  the  fiflh  year — making  her 
^alue  to  the  owner,  when  there  has  not 
1>een  any  alteration  in  the  cost  of 
l)uil2iing  such  a  ship  since  she  was 
•built,  and  freights  are  at  average  rates* 
Jkt  the  end  of  the  first  year,  5000/., 


less  25  per  cent,  on  4500/.,  i.  e.  8875/L 
At  the  end  of  the  second  year,  5000/., 
less  50  per  cent,  on  4500/.,  i.  e.  2750/. 
At  the  end  of  the  third  year,  5000/., 
less  661  per  cent,  on  4500/.,  i.  e.  2000/. 
At  the  end  of  the  fourth  year,  5000/., 
less  881  per  cent,  on  4500/.,  i.  e.  1250/. 
At  the  end  of  the  fifth  year,  5000/., 
less  100  per  cent,  on  4500/.,  i.  e.  5001., 
i.  e.  her  value  to  break  up. 

If  at  the  end  of  die  third  year 
the  cost  of  building  a  similar 
ship  has  increased  to  6000/., 
and  the  rate  of  freight  cur- 
rent at  that  time  gives  a  net 
profit,  for  the  next  voyage, 
300/.  above  what  average 
rates  of  freight  would  give, 
her  value  at  the  end  of  the 
third  year,  is      .        .         .  £6000 

Less  66}  per  cent,  on  5500/. 
(6000/.,  less  proceeds  to 
breakup)  ....     3666 

£2334 

Add   exceptional   profit  on 
freight    ....       300 

£2634 


If  the  coat  at  which  a  simikr 
«hip  can  be  built  has  de- 
creased to  4500/.,  and  the 
rate  of  freight  current  at  the 
end  of  the  third  year  gives  a 
net  profit,  for  the  next  voy- 
age, 200/.  less  than  average 
rates  of  freight  would  give, 
her  value  at  the  end  of  the 
third  year  is       .        .        .  £4500 

Less  661  per  cent,  on  4000/. 
(4500/.,  less  proceeds  to 
breakup)  ....     2667 

£1883 
Deduct  exceptional  loss  on 
freight    ....      200 
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*THE  QUEEN  v.  The  Eev.  JOHN  HIGGINSON,  Clerk,  r^.^. 
and  Others,  Justices  of  the  North  Riding  of  YORKSHIRE,  ^  *'* 
and  the  Overseers  of  the  Township  of  Oversilton.    April  28. 

Order  of  removal  nupended. — Order /or  chargea, — 35  (?.  3,  c.  IQl,  *.  2. 

Upon  an  application,  under  stat.  36  G.  8,  c.  101,  8.  2,  for  a  warrant  of  dittreu  to  levy  the 
charges  incurred  bj  the  suspension  of  an  order  of  remoYal,  the  Justice  cannot  inquire  into  the 
merits  of  the  order  directing  payment^  but  is  bound  to  enforce  it  by  issuing  hie  warrant.  And 
this  holds  even  where,  by  reason  of  the  amount  ordered  to  be  paid  not  exceeding  202.,  there  is 
BO  appeal  against  the  order. 

Rule  calling  upon  the  Rey.  John  Higginson,  clerk,  and  two  other 
justices  of  the  North  Riding  of  the  county  of  York,  and  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor  of  the  township  of  Oversilton,  in  that  Riding,  to 
show  cause  why  the  said  justices,  or  two  of  them,  should  not  issue 
their  warrant  to  levy  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels 
of  the  said  overseers  the  sum  of  I4Z.  14^.,  being  tha  amount  of  the 
charges  and  expenses  incurred  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
township  of  South  Otterington,  in  that  Riding,  for  the  maintenance 
of  James  Yarker,  the  elder,  and  his  wife  and  children,  under  a  sus- 
pended order  for  the  removal  of  the  paupers  £rom  the  township  of 
South  Otterington  to  the  township  of  Oversilton. 

The  order  of  removal,  dated  the  80th  April,  1860,  adjudged  that 
the  settlement  of  James  Yarker,  the  elder,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife, 
and  their  two  children,  Mary  Hannah,  aged  three  years,  and  James, 
aged  six  weeks,  was  in  the  township  of  Oversilton.  An  order  of  sus- 
pension of  the  same  date,  reciting  that  James  Yarker,  the  r«4,7Q 
*elder,  was  unable  to  travel  by  reason  of  sickness  and  in-  '- 
firmity,  was  endorsed  upon  it.  Another  order,  dated  the  28d  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  also  endorsed  upon  it,  after  reciting  the  death  of  James 
Yarker,  the  elder,  on  the  18th  August^  1860,  and  that  the  within 
order  might  be  executed  with  respect  to  his  widow  and  children, 
ordered  the  execution  of  that  order ;  and  after  further  reciting  that  it 
had  been  duly  proved  that  charges  to  the  amount  of  142. 14«.  had  been 
necessarily  incurred  by  the  township  of  South  Otterington  by  the 
suspension  of  the  order  of  removal,  ordered  the  overseers  of  the 
township  of  Oversilton  to  pay  the  sum  of  14Z.  14^.  to  the  overseers 
of  the  township  of  South  Otterington.  The  widow  and  children  were' 
removed  on  the  25th  September,  1861,  and  a  copy  of  the  order  of 
the  23d  September,  together  with  a  demand  of  the  charges,  was  served 
on  the  overseers  of  the  township  of  Oversilton.  The  account  of  the 
charges  was  as  follows : — 
"  Maintenance  of  James  Yarker  for  half  year  ending  1860  £1  16    0 

Coffin 0  13    0 

Maintenance  of  wife  and  children  after  his  decease  .        .  12    6    0 


Total    .    .  £14  14    0" 


Upon  a  complaint  of  non-payment,  a  summons  under  stat  86  O.  8, 
c  101,  8.  2,  was  granted  against  one  of  the  overseers  of  the  township 
of  Oversilton,  which  was  heard  at  a  petty  sessions  held  on  the  llth 
November,  1861 ;  and,  the  above  facts  being  admitted,  a  distress  war- 
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rant  was  applied  for  against  the  overseers  of  Oversilton,  bat  the  jus- 
tices refused  to  issue  it  without  the  direction  of  this  Court. 
*47SI  *Knapp  showed  cause. — The  township  of  Oversilton  is  not 
-'  chargeable  with  the  item  of  121.  5«.,  incurred  by  the  non-re- 
moval of  the  widow  during  the  twelve  months  after  her  husband's 
death  under  stat.  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  66,  s.  2 ;  for  stat.  11  k  12  Yict.  c.  110, 
s.  8,  throws  all  the  costs  incurred  in  the  relief  of  a  pauper  rendered 
irremovable  by  reason  of  some  provision  in  stat.  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  66, 
on  the  common  fund  of  the  union  to  which  the  parish  where  he  resides 
belongs.  In  Be  Williams,  2  E.  &  B.  84  (£.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  75),  where 
the  parish  to  which  the  removal  was  ordered  allowed  the  opportunity 
for  appealing  against  the  order  for  costs  to  pass  by,  Erie,  J.,  said,  p.  88, 
"  I  am  not  prepared  to  lay  it  down  as  an  universal  rule,  that  facts 
which  are  grounds  of  appeal  a^inst  an  order  cannot  be  brought  for- 
ward by  way  of  defence  when  it  is  sought  to  enforce  an  order  which 
has  not  been  appealed  against.''  Although  there  could  be  no  appeal 
against  this  oraer  under  stat.  35  G.  8,  c.  101,  s.  2,  seeing  that  the 
amount  ordered  to  be  paid  did  not  exceed  207.,  the  justices  ought  not 
to  enforce  it  when  it  appears  that  there  is  an  illegal  charge.  It  would 
be  idle  for  the  overseers,  against  whom  a  summons  had  been  taken 
out,  to  attend  before  justices  and  oppose  the  issuing  of  a  distress  war- 
rant if  the  latter  were  bound  to  enforce  the  order. 

West,  contr^  was  not  called  upon. 

CocKBURN,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that,  consistently  with  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  Court  actea  in  Be  Williams,  2  £.  &  B.  84  (£.  C.  L. 
B.  vol.  75),  where  there  was  an  appeal  against  a  similar  order,  this  rule 
ought  to  be  made  absolute.  According  to  that  principle,  whioh  is 
*4741  ^"^'^7  applicable  *to  a  case  where  there  is  no  appeal,  the  jus- 
-'  tices  had  no  more  to  do  than  to  see  whether  there  was  an  ordei 
on  which  the^  could  act,  and,  if  so,  to  enforce  it :  they  could  not  go 
into  the  merits.  The  Legislature,  in  stat.  85  G.  3,  c.  101,  s.  2,  not 
having  given  an  appeal  against  an  order  for  costs  when  the  sum  or- 
dered to  be  paid  does  not  exceed  20/.,  intended  that  the  decision  of  the 
justices  who  made  that  order  should  be  final  and  conclusive.  The 
application  for  the  order  being  ex  parte,  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  course  open  for  contesting  the  liability  of  the  township  for  the 
charge  in  question.  Under  this  statute  the  single  justice  is  merely  to 
act  ministerially ;  and  therefore  the  duty  of  the  present  justices  was 
plain,  namely,  to  issue  their  distress  warrant.  If  a  justice,  upon  an 
application  for  a  distress  warrant  under  stat.  85  G.  3,  c.  101,  a.  2, 
could  go  into  the  facts  and  say  whether  the  order  was  rightly  made 
or  not,  there  would  be  an  appeal  to  him  against  the  order,  though  the 
L^islature  has  not  given  an  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

Chompton,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion,  and  will  only  add  that  it 
is  not  an  idle  ceremony  to  go  before  a  justice  on  the  complaint  of  non- 
payment, because  the  overseer  may  say,  *'I  have  paid  the  amount;^' 
in  which  case  the  justice  would  not  issue  his  warrant;  but  he  has  no 
power  to  do  anything  contrary  to  what  the  justices  who  made  the 
order  have  previously  done. 

Blackburn  J.,  concurred.  Bule  discharged. 
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♦THOMAS  V.  CHUKTON.     May  6.  [*475 

Slander, — Coroner, — Maliee. —  Want  of  reasonable  and  probable  cause, 

1.  A  coroner,  holding  an  inquisst  on  s  dead  body,  is  not  liable  to  an  action  for  words  falsely 
and  malieionsly  spoken  by  him  in  his  address  to  the  jury. 

2.  Qwgre,  per  Cockbnm,  C.  J.,  if  they  had  been  spoken  by  him  maliciously,  and  without 
reasonable  and  probable  eaose? 

Slandeb.  The  declaration  alleged  that  the  defendant  was  coroner 
for  the  county  of  Chester,  and  was  holding  an  inquest  upon  the  body 
of  a  young  child  named  Francis  Timlin,  then  recently  deceased,  and 
who  had  been  attended  and  surgically  treated  by  the  plaintiff  shortly 
before  bis  death ;  and  the  defendant,  then  being  such  coroner  asafore- 
saidf  and  then  addressing  the  jury  who  were  then  impannelled  on  the 
said  inquest,  falsely  and  maliciously  spoke  and  published  of  the  plain- 
tiff, in  a  defamatory  sense,  the  false,  scandalous,  and  defamatory  words 
following,  that  is  to  say :  '*  There  was  an  observation  made  at  our  last 
Bitting  by  one  of  the  jurymen  in  which  I  perfectly  coincide,  namely, 
that  Mr.  Evan  Thomas  (meaning  the  plaintiff)  had  certainly  swindled 
the  poor  father  out  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  by  pretending  that  the 
child's  leg  was  fractured,  and  it  seems  also  that  the  child  underwent 
the  mockery  of  a  reduction  of  the  fracture,  for  which  the  father  was 
charged  10«."  (meaning  that  the  plaintiff  had  knowingly  and  falsely 
pretended  to  the  father  of  the  said  child  that  the  leg  of  the  said  child 
was  then  fractured  when  the  said  leg  was  not  fractured,  as  the  plain- 
tiff, when  he  made  such  pretence  well  knew,  and  had,  by  means  of 
such  false  pretence,  wrongfully  and  unlawfully  obtained  from  the 
*father  of  the  said  child,  a  sum  of  money,  contrary  to  the  form  r^Ana 
of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  and  that  the  '- 
plaintiff  had  cheated  the  said  father  of  the  said  child,  and  been  guilty 
of  dishonest  conduct,  and  of  an  ofience  punishable  by  law):  by  means 
of  which  slander  the  said  jury  were  then  greatly  prejudiced  and  ex- 
cited against  the  plaintiff,  and  were  then  led  and  induced  wrongfully 
to  find  and  return  an  inquisition  against  the  plaintiff  for  the  man- 
slaughter of  the  said  Francis  Timlin,  and  the  plaintiff  was  put  to  great 
costs  and  expenses  in  and  about  defending  himself  against  the  said 
charge,  and  suffered  imprisonment,  and  was  put  to  great  trouble,  an- 
noyance, and  inconvenience  by  reason  of  the  premises.  And  the 
plaintiff  claims  5002. 

Demurrer. 

Jfilwardj  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — The  words  complained  of 
were  used  by  the  defendant  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duty  as 
coroner.  Now  the  Coroner's  Court  is  a  Court  of  record,  and  conse- 
quently words  spoken  by  the  coroner  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duty  are  privileged  as  having  been  spoken  by  the  Judge  of  such  a 
Court.  [CocKBURK,  C.  J. — If  the  Judge  of  a  Court  of  record  does  this 
kind  of  mischief  under  the  guise  of  duty,  is  he  not  liable  ?]  Here  is 
no  allegation  that  the  defendant  knew  that  what  he  said  was  untrue, 
or  that  he  said  it  without  reasonable  and  probable  cause.  In  Hender- 
son V,  Broomhead,  4  H.  &  N.  569,  it  was  held  by  the  Exchequer 
Chamber  that  no  action  lies  for  false  and  malicious  matter  stated  in 
an  affidavit  made  in  support  of  a  cause  in  Court.     [Cbompton,  J. — 
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That  case  was  much  founded  on  Bevis  v.  Smith,  18  C.  B.  126  (E.  C. 
*4771  ^  ^'  ^^''  ^^^'  where  it  was  held  *that  no  action  lies  againat  a 
^  witness  for  statements  made  by  him  in  a  judicial  proceeding, 
even  though  made  "  falsely  and  maliciously,  and  without  any  reason- 
able and  probable  cause :"  and  proceeded  on  the  principle  that  it  is 
important  there  shall  be  no  check  upon  the  freedom  of  giving  evi- 
dence in  Courts  of  justice.]  The  older  authorities  are  collected  in  1 
Wms.  Saund.  181  b,  note  to  Lake  v.  King,  6th  ed.,  where  it  is  said: 
"  No  false  or  scandalous  matter  contained  in  articles  of  the  peace  ex. 
hibited  to  justices  of  the  peace ;  or  in  any  other  proceeding  in  a  regu- 
lar  course  of  justice,  will  make  it  libellous."  In  Garnett  v.  Ferraud, 
6  B.  &  G.  611  (E.  G.  L.  B.  vol.  13),  it  was  held  that  no  action  lies 
against  a  coroner  for  turning  a  person  out  of  a  room  where  he  is  about 
to  take  an  inquisition ;  and  the  coroner  is  there  put  on  the  same^oot- 
ing  as  the  Judge  of  a  Gourt  of  record.  [Gockburn,  G.J. — It  was  not 
alleged  there  that  the  coroner  did  the  act  in  abuse  of  his  power.]  Bex 
V.  Skinner,  Lofft  56,  66,  was  an  indictment  against  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  scandalous  words  spoken  by  him  in  a  general  Sessions  of  the 
county;  in  which  he  said  to  the  grand  jury:  *' You  have  not  done 
your  duty ;  you  have  disobeyed  my  commands :  you  are  a  seditious^ 
scandalous,  corrupt,  and  perjured  jury.''  The  Gourt  quashed  the  in- 
dictment, and  Lord  Mansfield,  in  delivering  their  judgment^  said: 
"  Neither  party,  witness,  counsel,  jury,  or  Judge,  can  be  put  to  answer, 
civilly  or  criminally,  for  words  spoken  in  office." 

Maniaty  {Aspinatl  with  him),  in  support  of  the  declaration. — [Cogk- 
BURN,  G.  J. — What  do  you  say  to  the  want  of  an  allegation  of  the 

*4781  ^^^^^^  <^^  ^^^^^^^l^^^  ^^^  P^<>^^1®  *^U8®  ?  Will  you  amend  ?] 
^  If  the  declaration  is  not  good  as  it  stands,  that  allegation  would 
not  help  it;  at  all  events,  the  circumstances  of  the  plaintiff  will  not 
allow  him  to  amend.  [Cbompton,  J. — Hodgson  v.  Scarlett,  1  B.  & 
Aid.  232,  shows  that  no  action  will  lie  against  a  barrister  for  words 
spoken  by  him  in  the  course  of  a  cause,  provided  they  are  pertinent 
to  the  matter  in  issue.]  That  case  was  not  decided  on  demurrer. 
[Grompton,  J. — In  1  Bol.  Abr.  87,  Acti(m  aur  case  (M).  pi.  4,  there 
is  a  case  where  the  plaintiff,  having  made  an  affidavit  in  this  Gourt  to 
bind  the  defendant  to  his  Rood  behaviour,  the  defendant  said  of  him 
"falsely  and  maliciously,"  in  the  hearing  of  the  justices,  "  There  is 
not  a  word  true  in  that  affidavit,  and  I  will  prove  it  by  forty  wit- 
nesses" ;  it  was  held  that  no  action  was  maintainable,  for  the  answer 
that  the  defendant  made  to  the  affidavit  was  a  justification  in  law,  and 
spoken  solely  in  defence  of  himself,  and  in  a  legal  and  judicial  way, 
inasmuch  that  he  said  that  he  would  prove  it  by  forty  witne88e&] 
Here  it  is  admitted  on  the  record  that  the  words  were  spoken  "  falsely 
and  maliciously."  Besides,  a  coroner  is  not  a  Judge  of  a  Gourt  of 
record.  [Grompton,  J. — The  coroner's  Gourt  is  a  Gourt  of  record  of 
very  high  authority ;  so  much  so,  that  the  Lord  Ghief  Justice  of  this 
Gourt  is  the  supreme  coroner  of  England.  Suppose  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  were  to  hold  an  inquest  in  any  county  of  England,  would  he 
be  liable  to  an  action  for  using  the  words  here  stated  ?]  No,  because 
his  rights  of  Lord  Ghief  Justice  would  accompany  him  while  holding 
the  inquest.  Garnett  v.  Ferrand,  6  B.  &  G.  611  (E.  G.  L.  B.  vol.  13^ 
proceeded  on  a  different  ground.      And  the  observations  of  Lord 
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Mabafield  in  Bex  v.  Skinner,  Lofift  65,  66,  which  have  been  oited,  are 
^explained  by  what  follows,  namely,  "If  the  words  spoken  r^^^g 
•re  opprobrious  or  irrelevant  to  the  case,  the  Court  will  take  ^ 
notice  of  them  as  a  contempt,  and  examine  on  information.  If  any- 
•  thing  of  vnalu  mens  is  found  on  such  inquiry,  it  will  be  punished 
Boitably" :  besides  which  it  did  not  appear  in  that  case  that  the  words 
spoken  were  false  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  defendant,  or  that  they 
were  spoken  with  malicious  intention.  [Ckompton,  J. — It  would 
give  rise  to  great  inconvenience  if  actions  of  this  kind  were  to  be 
brought.  Blackburn,  J. — In  Miller  v.  Hope,  2  Shaw  App.  Gas.  125, 
it  was  held  that  an  injurious  censure  cast  by  a  Judge  on  a  counsel 
practising  before  him,  even  though  done  injuriously  and  from  private 
malice,  is  not  actionable.  That  looks  very  much  in  point,  except  that 
it  i§  a  Scotch  case.  Gogkburn,  G.  J. — I  am  reluctant  to  decide,  and 
will  not  do  so  until  the  question  comes  before  me,  that  if  a  Judge 
abuses  his  judicial  office,  by  using  slanderous  words  maliciously  and 
without  reasonable  and  probable  cause,  be  is  not  to  be  liable  to  an 
action.] 

Per  GuBiAX.  Judgment  for  the  defendant. 


[*480 


♦JOSEPH  EDWARD  HOLDSWORTH  v.  WILLIAM 
JAMES  BAHSHAM,  Glerk  to  the  Local  Board  of  Health 
for  the  District  of  WEST  HAM,  in  the  Gounty  of  ESSEX. 

May% 

PMie  Health  Act,  1848,  m.  123,  \^ .^Appointment  of  umpire—Award  of  costs,— 

Tax€Uian, — Action. 

Arbitraion  under  the  Pnblio  Health  Act,  184S,  11  A  12  Viot  o.  08,  before  they  entered  on  the 
reference,  bat  after  the  tirenty-one  days  within  whieh,  by  leot  125,  they  ought  to  make  their 
award,  appointed  an  umpire.  By  eeet  127,  the  ootts  are  in  the  discretion  of  the  umpire,  and 
the  submiMion  may  be  made  a  rule  of  Court  The  umpire  awarded  the  amount  of  eompeniation 
to  be  made  to  the  plaintiff,  and  that  the  oosta  of  the  reference  should  be  paid  by  the  Local  Board 
of  Health.     Held, 

1.  That  the  appointment  of  the  umpire  was  not  too  late. 

2.  Per  Cockbnm,  C.  J.,  Blackburn  and  Mellor,  JJ.,  Cromptoui  J.,  diisentiente,  that  an  action 
eould  not  be  brought  for  the  costs  until  they  had  been  taxed. 

This  was  an  action  brought  by  the  plaintiff  to  recover  the  sura  of 
1802.  14«.  7d,f  being  the  amount  of  compensation  awarded  to  him  for 
damage  done  to  his  property  at  West  Ham,  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
by  the  Works  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  for  the  West  Ham  Dis- 
trict.  Also  to  recover  a  sum  of  144t  Ss,  6rf.,  or  any  other  sum  to 
which  the  plaintiff  might  be  held  to  be  entitled,  for  his  costs  of  and 
incidental  to  the  reference. 

The  plaintiff  also  claimed  a  writ  of  mandamus  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  his  right  to  compensation  and  costs. 

By  consent,  the  following  case  was  stated,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
the  pleadings  should  form  part  of  it. 

In  or  about  the  year  1866  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1848,  were  adoptea  by  the  inhabitants  of  West  Ham,  and  the  parish 
of  West  Ham  was  constituted  *a  District  for  the  purposes  of  r^^Agi 
that  Act  by  a  statute  passed  in  the  year  1856.  ^ 

In  the  course  of  the  years  1859  and  1860  the  Local  Board  of  Health 
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acting  for  the  District  constructed,  under  the  powers  of  those  Acts, 
extensive  sewerage  works,  and  in  so  doing  damaged,  as  the  plaintiflT 
alleged,-  a  house  and  other  property  belonging  to  him  and  situated 
within  the  District. 

A  claim  was  then  made  by  the  plaintiff  upon  the  Local  Board  for 
that  alleged  damage;  and,  upon  a  question  arising  as  to  its  amount, 
J.  6.  Hammack  was,  on  the  10th  Augudt,  1860,  appointed  by  the 
plaintiff  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  The  Public  Heahh  Act, 
1848,  as  an  arbitrator  to  decide  the  question  of  amount,  and  oi^  the 
14th  August,  1860,  J.  G.  B.  Marshall,  the  salaried  surveyor  to  the 
Local  Board,  was  duly  appointed  by  them  as  their  arbitrator  for  the 
same  purpose. 

The  arbitrators  thus  appointed  had  some  correspondence  with  refer- 
ence to  the  appointment  of  an  umpire,  but  they  did  not  extend  the 
time  for  making  their  award,  and  nothing  further  was  done  by  them 
under  the  reference  until  the  26th  October,  1860,  when  Mr.  Oliver, 
the  attorney  for  the  plaintiff,  served  upon  each  of  them  a  notice  pur- 
suant of  the  Act,  to  appoitft  an  umpire,  within  seven  days  from  the 
service  thereof,  in  the  dispute  between  the  Local  Bosurd  and  the 
plaintiff. 

On  the  27th  October,  a  letter  was  sent  by  Mr.  Oliver  to  the  defend- 
ant, who  then  acted  and  has  since  continued  to  act  as  the  clerk  to  the 
Local  Board,  enclosing  a  duplicate  of  the  notice  served  on  the  arbi- 
trators, adding  that,  if  the  umpire  was  not  appointed  within  seven  days, 
*4.821  *^^^  necessary  steps  consequent  thereon  would  be  resorted  to 
^  without  further  notice.  On  the  29th  October  the  receipt  of  that 
letter  was  acknowledged  by  the  defendant.  A  correspondence  ensued 
between  the  arbitrators  with  a  view  to  the  appointment  of  an  umpire, 
and  they  met  on  the  81st  October,  and  appointed  W.  Tite  to  be  their 
umpire  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

On  the  12th  November  the  arbitrators  met,  when  the  defendant, 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Oliver,  objected  before  the  arbitrators  that  their 
powers  as  such  arbitrators  had  ceased,  as  they  had  not  extended  the 
time  for  making  their  award  as  directed  by  the  statute.  The  arbi- 
trators, upon  hearing  this  objection,  declined  to  proceed  with  the  arbi- 
tration, the  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  protesting  against  the  objection. 

W.  Tite  accepted  the  umpirage,  and  having  extended  the  time  for 
making  his  award,  and  having  viewed  the  premises  where  the  damage 
had  occurred,  appointed  the  3d  January,  1861,  as  the  day  on  which  he 
proposed  to  proceed  with  the  reference,  of  which  appointment  both 
parties  had  due  notice. 

In  accordance  with  this  appointment  W.  Tite,  having  first  duly 
made  the  declaration  required  by  the  statute,  attended  at  his  chambers 
on  the  3d  January,  1861,  and,  as  J.  G.  B.  Marshall  did  not  attend  nor 
any  other  person  representing  or  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Board,  he 
proceeded  with  the  reference  ex  parte:  and  having  heard  the  evidence 
on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  made  his  award  on  the  16th  January,  1861. 
by  which  he  awarded  that  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be  made  to 
the  plaintiff  for  the  damage  sustained  was  the  sum  of  180Z.  14:8.  7d.; 
*4881  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  awarded  that  the  costs  of  and  consequent  *upon 
J  the  reference  should  be  borne  and  paid  by  the  Local  Board- 
On  the  31st  January  a  copy  of  this  award  was  served  upon  the  de 
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fendant,  aod  applications  were  anbaequentlj  made  to  the  Local  Board 
for  payment  of  the  amount  awarded,  as  well  as  for  the  sum  of  1442^. 
S«.  6rf.,  the  amount  claimed  by  Mr.  Oliver  for  costs.  Mr.  Oliver's  bill 
of  costs  for  this  amount  was  delivered  to  the  defendant  on  the  6th 
February,  1861,  before  this  action  was  commenced;  and,  amongst 
other  items,  it  contained  a  charge  of  20Z.,  which  was  demanded  by 
and  paid  to  the  umpire  as  the  costs  of  his  award. 

The  plaintiff's  costs  of  and  consequent  upon  the  reference  had  not 
in  any  way  been  ascertained  or  taxed,  or  fixed  by  the  umpire,  or  any 
taxing  officer  or  person  having  authority  in  that  behalf,  unless  it  be 
considered  that  by  the  demand  of  20Z.  (which  was  not  fixed  by  the 
award  itself)  the  umpire  fixed  that  sum  as  the  costs  of  his  award. 

The  feet  of  W.  Tite's  appointment  was  brought  before  the  Local 
Board  for  the  first  time  at  the  first  meeting  after  November  12th,  1860, 
and  the  Board  gave  notice  to  the  plaintiff  and  to  W.  Tite  respectively, 
before  he  made  his  award,  that  they  did  not  recognise  the  appoint- 
ment of  him  as  umpire. 

The  only  ground  upon  which  the  Board  refused  to  pay  the  amount 
awarded  for  compensation  was  that  the  appointment  of  the  umpire 
was  void,  as  the  power  of  the  arbitrators  to  make  it  had  expired  be- 
fore the  Slst  October. 

The  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  were,  first,  Whether, 
having  regard  to  the  statute,  the  ^appointment  of  the  umpire  r^AOA 
was  too  late ;  and,  secondly,  Whether  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  ^ 
to  maintain  this  action  to  recover  the  costs,  or  any  part  thereof,  the 
same  not  having  been  taxed  or  ascertained  by  the  umpire  or  any 
proper  officer  before  action  brought. 

If  the  Court  should  decide  the  first  of  these  questions  in  the  nega- 
tive, judgment  was  to  be  entered  for  the  plaintiff  for  1801.  145.  7d.,  as 
the  Court  might  direct,  with  costs  of  suit.  •  But  if  the  Court  should 
decide  that  question  in  the  affirmative,  judgment  was  to  be  entered  for 
the  defendant,  with  costs. 

If  the  Court  should  decide  the  last  of  these  questions  in  the  affirma- 
tive, the  amount  of  costs  to  which  the  plaintiff'  was  entitled  was  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  Master,  and  judgment  entered  for  that  amount. 
But  if  the  Court  should  decide  that  Question  in  the  negative,  judg- 
ment was  to  be  entered  for  the  defendant  in  such  way  as  the  Court 
should  direct  on  the  issues  upon  the  fourth  and  eleventh  pleas,  which 
raised  it. 

Hawkins  (with  him  Garth),  for  the  plaintiff. — First,  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  umpire  was  not  too  late.  By  The  Public  Health  Act, 
1848,  11  &  12  Yict.  c.  63,  s.  125,  the  arbitrators  are  to  make  their 
award  within  twenty -one  days ;  but  it  is  competent  for  them  to  appoint 
an  umpire  after  that  time ;  for  the  appointment  of  an  umpire  is  not  a 
matter  of  reference.  In  The  matter  of  Arbitration  between  Bradshaw 
and  The  East  and  West  India  Docks  and  Birmingham  Junction  Rail- 
way Company,  12  Q.  B.  562  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  64),  it  was  decided,  on 
The  Lands  Clauses  *Consolidation  Act,  1846,  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  18,  p^^qk 
ss.  27  and  81,  which,  in  substance,  are  similar  to  the  provisions  ^ 
in  sect.  125  of  this  Act,  that  the  arbitrators,  having  failed  to  enter  on 
the  matters  referred,  and  to  make  their  award  within  the  time  limited, 
were    not  incapacitated  from  subsequently  appointing  an  umpire. 
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[Crompton,  J. — Is  there  no  limit  in  point  of  time  within  which  they 
must  appoint  an  umpire?]  In  Russell  on  Awards,  p.  228,  2d  ed.,  it 
is  said,  *''  When  the  submission  makes  no  special  provision  respecting 
the  time  when  the  arbitrators  are  to  appoint  the  umpire,  and  a  day  is 
given  to  the  umpire  subsequent  to  that  limited  for  the  arbitrators 
making  their  award,  they  may  appoint  an  umpire  at  any  time  before 
the  making  the  umpirage  has  expired ;  for  the  power  of  appointing 
an  umpire  is  quite  collateral  to  that  of  making  an  award,  and  survives 
when  the  latter  power  is  extinct ;"  citing  Adams  v.  Adams,  2  Mod.  169 ; 
Harding  v.  Watts,  15  East  668,  and  other  cases.  [Crompton,  J.— 
Under  this  statute  no  time  is  limited  for  the  umpire  making  his 
award,  except  with  reference  to  his  appointment:  by  sect.  126  it  must 
be  within  three  months  from  the  day  of  his  appointment.  Cockburn, 
C.  J. — It  is  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  that  the  statute  could  hardly 
have  contemplated  that  all  should  be  done  by  the  arbitrators  within 
twenty -one  days.]  In  Skerratt  v.  The  North  Staffordshire  Railway 
Company,  2  Phill.  Ch.  Rep.  476,  it  was  held  that,  by  sect.  23  of  stat. 
8  &;  9  Yict.  c.  18,  the  umpire  had  three  months  for  making  his  award 
reckoned  i^rom  the  time  of  the  duty  devolving  upon  him,  and  that  was 
noticed  in  Bradshaw's  Arbitration  Case,  12  Q.  B.  662  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol. 
*4.ftfil  ^^^'  [Blackburn,  J. — Putting  *that  construction  on  sect  28 
J  of  Stat.  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  18,  the  two  cases  are  identical.]  [He  also 
cited  Evans  v.  The  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company,  1 
E.  &  B.  764  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  72).] 

Secondly.  By  sect.  127  of  stat.  11  &  12  Yict.  c.  63,  the  costs  are 
in  the  discretion  of  the  umpire,  which  is  not  like  the  provision  in 
sect.  84  of  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1846,  8  &  9  Yict.  o. 
18.  It  is  not  a  condition  precedent  to  the  right  to  bring  an  action  for 
costs  that  they  should  have  been  taxed.  The  award  is  good,  on  the 
ground  that  the  amount  of  money  to  be  paid  will  be  made  certain  by 
taxation  according  to  the  maxim,  Certum  est,  quod  certum  reddi  po- 
test. Beale  i;.  Beale,  Cro.  Car.  383,  cited  in  1  Roll.  Abr.  Arbitre- 
ment  (H)  pi.  14,  and  Linfield  v.  Feme,  8  Lev.  18,  Russell  on  Awards, 
2d  ed.  288.  The  bill  of  costs  was  sent  to  the  defendant  within  six 
weeks  before  action  brought,  and  he  might  have  taxed  them,  or  have 
paid  into  Court  a  reasonable  sum. 

Prentice  (with  him  Bristowe),  for  the  defendant. — ^First,  the  power 
of  arbitrators  to  appoint  an  umpire  ceases  after  twenty-one  days  from 
their  own  appointment.  If  they  could  appoint  an  umpire  after  the 
time  for  making  their  award  has  expired,  an  award  might  be  made  by 
the  umpire  twenty  years  hence ;  because,  by  sect.  126  of  stat.  11  & 
12  Yict.  c.  63,  he  has  three  months  from  the  time  of  his  own  appoint- 
ment. The  decision  in  Bradshaw's  Arbitration  Case,  12  Q.  B.  662, 
676  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  64),  was  -on  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation 
Act,  1846,  8  &  9  Yict.  c.  18,  and  this  point  did  not  occur.  By  sect 
23  of  stat.  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  18,  the  party  claiming  compensation  may 
♦4871  *^^  ^^  ^  J"^y  *^®^  three  months  have  elapsed,  but  there  is  no 
J  such  provision  in  this  Act.  [Crompton,  J.— There  is  a  time 
limited.] 

Secondly.  The  costs  must  be  ascertained  by  the  umpire  or  taxed 
by  the  Master  before  action  brought.  The  submission  could  be  made 
a  rule  of  Court  under  sect.  127 :  Bhear  v.  Harradine,  7  Exch.  269 ; 
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and  then  they  would  be  taxed  by  the  Master.  If  they  could  not,  the 
award  would  be  bad  for  uncertainty:  Winter  v.  Garlick,  1  Salk.  75. 
[Cbompton,  J. — Must  the  amount  be  made  certain  before  action 
brought?]  By  bringing  an  action  before  the  costs  are  ascertained  or 
taxed,  the  jury  will  have  to  do  what  the  umpire  or  the  officer  of  the 
Court  ought  to  have  done,  otherwise  they  can  give  no  verdict. 
[Crompton,  J, — Might  we  not  delay  our  judgment  in  order  that  the 
costs  may  be  taxed  ?] 

Hawkins  was  not  called  upon  to  reply. 

CocKBURN,  C.  J. — On  the  first  and  main  question  we  feel  ourselves 
bound  by  the  decision  in  Bradshaw's  Arbitration  Case,  and  must  leave 
the  defendant  to  take  this  case  to  a  Court  of  error,  if  he  thinks  the 
decision  can  be  reversed. 

As  to  the  second  objection,  I  am  of  opinion  that  at  the  time  the 
plaintiff  brought  his  action  he  was  hot  in  a  condition  to  maintain  it. 
The  umpire  simply  determined  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  costs, 
,  and  left  the  amount  to  be  ascertained  in  the  ordinary  way,  viz.,  by 
taxation  by  the  Master,  after  the  submission  *has  been  made  a  r^^oo 
rule  of  Court,  under  sect.  127  of  stat.  11  k  12  Vict.  c.  68.  I  ■■  ^ 
think  that  the  plaintiff,  who  has  not  had  the  amount  of  costs  to  which 
,he  is  entitled  ascertained,  cannot  maintain  an  action  for  them.  It  is 
clear  that  an  award  can  only  be  a  caase  of  action  when  it  awards  a 
certain  sum ;  and  although,  when  an  arbitrator  awards  costs  without 
mentioning  the  amount,  it  is  implied  that  the  amount  is  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  taxation,  the  costs  in  this  case  not  having  been  taxed  have 
not  been  ascertained,  and  therefore  the  action  is  premature :  otherwise 
a  party  directed  to  pay  costs  would  be  liable  to  an  action  for  a  sum 
of  money,  the  amount  of  which  he  had  no  means  of  knowing,  and 
could  not  by  possibility  pay  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  action.  It  is 
said  that  the  costs  may  be  ascertained  pending  the  action ;  but  we 
have  to  determine  whether  it  was  well  brought.  I  am  not  aware  of 
an  action  ever  having  been  brought  for  costs  until  the  amount  had 
been  ascertained  by  taxation  or  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  and  I  think  it 
better  to  adhere  to  the  usual  course. 

Crompton,  J. — On  the  first  point,  I  think  that  there  is  no  sound 
distinction  between  the  present  case  and  Bradshaw's  Arbitration  Case, 
12  Q.  B.  562  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  64),  and  therefore  we  must  act  on  the 
usual  rule,  to  follow  the  decision  of  a  Court  of  coordinate  jurisdic- 
tion, without  giving  any  opinion  whether,  if  the  matter  were  res 
Integra,  we  should  come  to  the  same  decision. 

On  the  second  point,  I  understand  that  my  learned  brothers  are  of 
the  same  opinion  as  the  Lord  Chief  ^Justice,  but  I  am  not  pre-  r^^og 
pared  to  agree  with  them.  The  question  is,  whether  the  amount  ^ 
of  the  costs  not  having  been  ascertained  before  action  brought  pre- 
vents the  plaintiff  from  maintaining  an  action  to  recover  them.  It  is 
clear  that  the  award  would  be  bad  for  uncertainty,  the  umpire  not 
having  fixed  the  amount  of  the  costs,  unless  it  is  within  the  maxim, 
Certum  est,  auod  oertum  reddi  potest;  as  when  an  action  is  brought 
to  recover  a  debt,  and  the  sum  is  laid  under  a  videlicet;  or  to  recover 
the  price  of  ft  commodity,  and  no  price  has  been  fixed.  In  my  mind 
the  award  is  good  for  the  sum  awarded  as  compensation  and  for  the 
costs  to  be  ascertained  by  taxation ;  and  I  do  not  see  satisfactorily 
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how  this  differs  from  an  action  brought  for  an  uncertain  sum,  in 
which  the  defendant  can  get  a  bill  of  particulars.  The  objection,  that 
the  defendant  does  not  know  how  much  to  pay  in  order  to  stay  the 
action,  applies  to  every  such  action.  If  it  were  too  late  to  tax  the 
costs  it  would  be  a  serious  objection ;  but  there  is  no  limit  as  to  the 
time  within  which  the  costs  of  an  award  may  be  taxed,  and  I  do  not 
see  why  they  should  not  be  taxed  after  action  brought. 

Blackburn,  J. — On  the  first  a  uestion  I  agree  that  there  is  not  suffi- 
cient distinction  between  The  rublic  Health  Act,  1848,  and  The 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  to  prevent  the  decision  in 
Bradshaw's  Arbitration  Case,  12  Q.  B.  562  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  64),  gov- 
erning  this;  and  therefore,  without  expressing  an  opinion  to  affirm  or 
shake  the  authority  of  that  case,  I  act  upon  the  general  rule  and  hold 
that  we  are  bound  by  it. 
*4901       *The  second  question  is,  whether  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 

^  maintain  this  action  to  recover  the  costs  of  the  reference,  they 
not  having  been  ascertained  by  the  umpire,  or  taxed  before  action 
brought.  The  costs  being  in  the  discretion  of  the  umpire,  he  awarded 
costs  to  the  plaintiff  generally,  and  did  not  state  the  amount ;  and,  if 
there  was  no  proper  officer  having  jurisdiction  to  tax  the  costs,  the 
award  would  be  bad  for  uncertainty.  In  Russell  on  Awards  287-^, 
2d  ed.,  it  is  said,  *'  If  a  cause,  either  alone  or  with  other  matters,  be 
referred,  and  the  arbitrator  in  any  terms  direct  one  party  to  pay  the 
whole  or  any  proportion  of  the  costs  of  the  cause,  as,  for  instance,  if 
he  order  the  defendant  to  pay  all  such  moneys  as  the  plaintiff  has  ex- 
pended about  a  certain  action,  or  that  the  plaintiff  shall  pay  five- 
eighths  and  the  defendant  three-eighths  of  the  costs,  the  award  is 
sufficiently  certain,  though  it  does  not  ascertain  the  amount  This 
exception,  or  apparent  exception,  to  the  rule  requiring  certainty,  is 
grounded  on  the  practice  of  the  superior  Courts,  in  accordance  with 
which  the  costs  on  such  an  award  will  be  taxed  as  a  matter  of  course 
by  the  officer  of  the  Court,  whose  peculiar  duty  it  is  to  settle  their 
amount,  and  who,  in  so  doing,  is  considered  as  acting  rather  in  a  min- 
isterial than  judicial  capacity."  It  comes  to  this,  that  the  amount  is 
ascertained  by  the  arbitrator  because  it  is  tacitly  said  that  the  officer 
of  the  Court  shall  do  the  work  for  him.  And  this  is  not  peculiar  to 
the  matter  of  costs ;  it  is  a  general  principle  that  an  arbitrator  may 
reserve  a  ministerial  act  to  be  done  by  some  other  person ;  as,  if  be 
is  to  make  a  valuation  of  landed,  property,  he  may,  after  awarding 
the  rate  to  be  charged  per  acre,  direct  the  number  of  acres  to  be 
^iQ^-i  ^ascertained  by  measurement:  Bussell  on  Awards  281,  2d  ed. 

-'  But  the  party  who  was  to  pay  the  valuation  could  not  be  called 
upon  to  do  so  until  the  surveyor  had  measured;  nor  could  a  writ 
properly  issue  until  the  ministerial  act  liad  been  done.  It  would  be 
otherwise  if  it  could  be  done  by  a  jury ;  but  in  this  case  a  jury  can 
give  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  amount  ascertained  by  the  umpire, 
and  he  acts  through  his  ministerial  substitute,  the  officer  of  the  Court 
This  indeed  is  not  an  action  upon  a  judgment  in  a  superior  Court; 
but  a  submission  under  an  award  may  be  made  a  rule  of  Court  In 
Russell  on  Awards  289,  2d  ed.,  it  is  said,  "  Where  the  reference  is  by 
agreement,  and  contains  a  stipulation  that  it  may  be  made  a  rule  of 
one  of  the  superior  Courts,  the  amount  of  the  costs  of  the  reference 
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may  be  taxed  by  the  officer  of  the  Court ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  ob- 
jection that  they  are  not  settled  by  the  arbitrator ;"  citing  Thorp  v. 
Cole,  2  Cr.  M.  &  R.  867,  4  Dowl.  P.  C.  457,  which  was  decided  by 
Parke,  B.,  who  was  a  great  authority  on  such  matters.  And  it  appears 
to  me  good  sense,  for  I  see  no  distinction  between  a  reference  by 
agreement,  in  which  there  is  a  clause  for  making  the  submission  a 
rule  of  a  Court,  and  a  reference  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  which 
there  is  such  a  clause. 

On  these  grounds  I  think  the  action  as  to  the  costs  is  premature ; 
and  therefore  I  am  obliged  to  answer  the  second  question  in  the  neg- 
ative. But  I  see  no  objection  to  the  submission  being  made  a  rule 
of  Court  now,  and  payment  of  the  costs,  when  taxed,  being  enforced 
by  a  fresh  action. 

Mkllor,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  At  first,  on  *look-  ^#409 
ing  at  the  statute  and  the  clause  which  puts  the  costs  in  the  ^ 
discretion  of  the  arbitrators,  I  thought  that  if  they  gave  costs,  the 
jury  might  settle  the  amount :  but  on  looking  at  the  context  and 
considering  the  effect  of  the  two  clauses  of  sect.  127  together,  by 
which  a  discretion  is  given  to  the  arbitrators  and  the  submission  may 
be  made  a  rule  of  Court,  as  well  as  the  authorities,  it  appears  that 
the  amount  of  the  costs  must  be  ascertained  either  by  the  arbitrators 
or  by  the  taxing  officer.  If  the  clause  had  said,  as  sect.  84  of  The 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  18,  does,  that 
the  costs  should  be  settled  by  the  arbitrators ;  or  that  the  arbitrators, 
should  ascertain  them,  as  the  order  of  reference  in  Morgan  v.  Smith, 
9  M.  &  W.  427,  did,  the  arbitrators  would  have  been  bound  to  deter- 
mine the  amount.  Bat  sect.  127  of  stat.  11  k  12  Vict.  c.  68,  in  gene- 
ral terms,  puts  the  costs  in  the  discretion  of  the  arbitrators,  and  gives 
authority  to  make  the  submission  a  rule  of  Court.  And  as  there  is 
no  limitation  of  time  within  which  the  costs  are  to  be  taxed,  it  is  not 
now  too  late  to  make  the  submission  a  rule  of  Court  and  have  them 
taxed.  I  do  not  see  a  middle  course  between  the  amount  being  ascer- 
tained before  action  brought  and  the  amount  being  ascertained  by  a 
jury.  But  the  latter  alternative  is  not  admissible  ;  the  amount  must 
be  ascertained  by  the  taxing  officer;  and  therefore  I  do  not  doubt 
that  it  must  be  done  before  action  brought. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for  1807. 145.  7d. ;  for  the  defend- 
ant on  the  foortn  and  eleventh  pleas. 
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CfomUy  Court  Act,  13  S  14  Viet,  e.  61,  s.  W.^Sum  recovered.— Co»t$. 

Wb«M  A  plftintiff  in  an  aetion  in  on«  of  the  raperior  Courta  provei  a  debt  ezoeeding  20^,  and 
the  defendant  provea  a  set-off,  wbieh  redneee  the  Tordiet  to  a  snm  not  ezoeeding  30/.,  the  plain- 
Uff  ''leeoTcn"  the  balance  only  within  the  nenning  of  the  County  Coart  Aet,  13  *  14  Viet  0. 
61,  a.  11,  and  therefore  i§  not  entitled  to  eoitt. 

This  was  an  action  of  debt  to  recover  the  sum  of  267.  7s.  for  goods 
BoM  and  delivered,  to  which  the  defendant  pleaded  never  indebted 
and  a  set-off  of  252.  145.  for  work  and  labour,  on  which  pleas  issues 
were  joined.    Upon  the  application  of  the  plaintiffs  a  Judge's  order 


Digitized  by 


Google 


49a  BEARD  v.  PERRY.    E.  T.  1862. 

was  obtained  fpr  the  trial  of  the  caase  in  the  County  Conrt,  pursuant 
to  Stat.  19  &  20  Vict.  c.  108,  s.  26. 

On  the  trial,  in  the  County  Court  of  Essex,  holden  at  Braintree, 
the  defendant  proved  a  set-oflf  to  the  amount  of  14t,  and  a  verdict 
was  entered  against  him  for  127.  1b.  ;  but  no  certificate  for  costs  was 
asked  for  by  the  plaintiffs,  nor  was  any  order  made  by  the  judge 
before  whom  the  action  was  tried  in  respect  of  them,  nor  had  any 
order  been  made  by  this  Court  or  a  Judg^  to  entitle  the  plaintifEs  to 
costs. 

Upon  the  taxation  the  attorney  for  the  defendant  contended  that 
the  plaiDtifi^,  having  recovered  less  than  20Z.  in  the  action,  and  the 
Judge  at  the  trial  not  having  certified,  were  deprived  of  costs  under 
the  County  Court  Act,  13  k  14  Vict.  c.  61,  s.  11.  unless  the  Court  or 
a  Judge  made  an  order  for  them.  The  master,  however,  held  that,  as 
the  action  was  brought  to  recover  more  than  20Z.,  and  the  plaintifls' 
claim  was  reduced  by  set-off  to  less  than  20?.,  the  plaintiffs  were  enti- 
«4.ft4.1  ^^^^  ^  their  costs,  and  made  his  allocatur  allowing  the  *plain- 
J  tiffs  their  costs  on  the  lower  scale,  on  the  authority  of  Tonge 
V.  Chad  wick,  5  E.  &  B.  950  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  86).  Subsequently  the 
defendant  obtained  a  summons  calling  on  the  plaintiffs  to  show  cause 
why  they  should  not  be  deprived  of  their  costs,  on  the  hearing  of 
which  Mellor,  J.,  declined  to  make  an  order.     In  Hilary  Term, 

F.  Russell  obtained  a  rule  for  that  purpose. 

Philhrick  showed  cause. — Sect.  11  of  the  County  Court  Act,  18  St 
14  Vict.  c.  61,  which  enacts  that  if  in  any  action  in  the  superior 
Courts  of  debt  or  assumpsit,  not  being  an  action  for  breach  of  pro- 
mise of  marriage,  "  the  plaintiff  shall  recover  a  sum  not  exceeding 
202.,"  the  plaintiff  shall  have  judgment  to  recover  such  sum  only  and 
no  costs,  does  not  operate  when  the  plaintiff  proves  a  debt  exceeding 
202.  but  it  is  reduced  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  20Z.  by  payment  or  set- 
off. In  Tonge  v.  Chadwick,  6  E.  &  B.  950  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  85),  this 
Court  so  decided;  but  also  held  that,  as  the  plaintiff  had  recovered 
less  than  202.,  his  costs  must  be  taxed  on  the  lower  scale  under  Reg. 
Gen.  Hil.  16  Vict.  *'  Direction^  to  the  Masters  of  the  Courts"  8,  1  E. 
&  B.  Appendix,  Ixvi.  In  Ashcroft  v.  Foulkes,  18  C.  B.  261  (E.  C.  L. 
R.  vol.  86),  however,  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  decided  that  the 
amount  recovered  meant  the  final  balance ;  and,  after  the  decision  had 
been  given,  on  the  case  of  Tonge  v.  Chadwick  being  referred  to  by 
counsel  as  having  decided  differently,  Jervis,  C.  J.,  p.  271-2,  said  that 
the  Court  adhered  to  their  decision  as  not  inconsistent  with  the  former, 
and  intimated  that  this  Court,  when  the  question  came  properly  before 
them,  would  decide  in  accordance  with  the  view  of  that  Court.  ^  In 
Cooch  17.  Maltby,  28  L.  J.  Q.  B.  805,  which  was  an  action  to  recover 
*4951  *  ^^^  exceeding  202.,  where  a  verdict  *was  found  for  the  de- 
I  -'  fendant  on  a  plea  of  tender  as  to  232.  5«.  8c2.,  and  the  plaintiff 
f  had  a  verdict  on  the  plea  of  never  indebted  for  82.  10».  ScL,  Wight- 
man,  J.^  held  that  the  amount  of  the  tender  was  part  of  the  sum 
recovered  within  the  meaning  of  the  directions  to  the  masters  of  the 
Courts.  The  plaintiffs  properly  brought  their  action  for  the  larger 
sum;  they  jcould  not  know  whether  the  defendant  would  plead  a  set- 
off or  not.  [Crompton,  J. — If  this  case  had  been  tried  at  nisi  prias, 
the  entry  on  the  record  would  be  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the 
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larger  amoant,  and  the  flndiog  on  the  other  issue  would  be  for  the 
defendani;  and  judgment  would  be  entered  only  for  the  balance. 
Blackburn,  J. — Sect.  11  of  stat.  13  &  14  Yict.  c.  61,  does  not  say 
that  if  the  plaintiff  had  not  a  right  to  brin^  bis  action  for  a  sum 
exceeding  201,  he  shall  recover  no  costs:  in  the  popular  sense  of  the 
word,  the  plaintiffs  have  not  recovered  a  sum  exceeding  20Z.]  The 
section  means  that  the  plaintiff  shall  be  entitled  to  costs  in  any  action 
io  which  he  sues  for  a  sum  exceeding  20Z.  [Crompton,  J. — In  Ash- 
croft  V.  Foulkes,  18  0.  B.  261,  271  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  86),  Jervis,  C.  J., 
rders  to  Parke,  B.,  as  deciding,  in  Parker  v.  Serle,  6  Dowl.  P.  C.  884, 
that  the  balance  is  to  be  considered  the  sum  recovered  within  the 
meaning  of  the  directions  to  the  taxing  officers. 

F.  HtMsell^  in  support  of  the  rule. — Tonge  v.  Chadwick,  5  E.  &;  B. 
950  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  86),  proceeded  on  a  misapprehension  that  stat.  18 
&  14  Vict.  c.  61,  s.  11,  was  the  same  in  substance  as  stat.  9  &  10  Vict 
c.  95,  8.  129;  consequently,  the  decision  in  that  case  is  an  authority 
in  favour  of  the  defendant,  that  where  the  debt  is  reduced  by  a  set- 
ofl^  the  ♦balance  only  is  the  sum  recovered.  Stat.  19  &  20  ritAQa 
Vict.  c.  108,  s.  24,  enables  a  plaintiff  to  give  credit  for  the  *• 
amoant  of  a  set-off,  and  sue  for  the  balance,  if  not  above  502.,  in  the 
County  Court    (He  was  then  stopped.) 

CocKBUBN,  C,  J. — It  is  impossible  to  get  over  the  language  of  sect 
11  of  stat  18  &  14  Vict  c.  61.  The  Question  is,  what  is  the  meaning 
of  tbe  term  "  recover"  in  that  section  ?  The  meaning  is  clearly  indi- 
cated by  the  language  of  the  legislature  when  it  says,  **if,"  in  certain 
enamerated  actions,  ''the  plaintiff  shall  recover  a  sum  not  e^^ceeding 
20^  .  .  .  the  plaintiff  shall  have  judgment  to  recover  such  sum 
ooly,  and  no  costs.''  That  means  that  in  cases  like  the  present  tbe 
sam  recovered  is  the  balance ;  for  although  in  one  sense  the  plaintiff 
reeovers  his  whole  debt,  because  practically  he  Rets  that  part  which 
strikes  off  so  much  of  the  set-off  as  is  owing  to  his  adversary,  yet  he 
ooly  actually  receives  the  balance.  It  is,  indeed,  hard  on  the  plaintiff 
that  he  must  run  the  risk  of  losing  his  costs  in  such  cases,  for  he  mav 
Dot  know  the  amount  of  the  set-off  or  whether  the  defendant  will 
plead  it;  and  I  should  be  inclined  to  put  a  different  construction  on 
tbe  section  if  I  could  do  so,  but  the  language  is  too  strong. 

Cbompton,  J. — According  to  the  wokIs  in  sect  11  of  stat.  18  &  14 
Vict.  c.  61,  taken  in  their  plain  sense,  the  plaintiffs  have  not  recovered 
a  sum  exceeding  20^.  The  case  of  Ashcroft  t;.  Foulkes,  18  C.  B.  261 
(E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  86),  in  the  Common  Pleas,  is  a  direct  authority  on 
tbe  point;  and  the  decision  of  this  Court  in  Tonge  v.  Chadwick,  5  E. 
&  B-  950  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  85),  is  really  an  authority,  under  the  pre- 
sent CountT  Court  Act,  for  that  decision  of  the  Common  Pleas.  In 
Tonge  V.  Chadwick  there  was  a  motion  ^in  the  alternative  that  r*497 
tbe  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  any  costs  at  all,  or  that  the  costs  *• 
should  be  taxed  on  the  lower  scale,  and  this  Court  refused  the  first 
under  a  misapprehension  of  the  effect  of  the  new  County  Court  Act ; 
and,  according  to  my  memory,  the  Court  did  so  on  the  authority  of 
Woodhams  v.  Newman,  7  C.  B.  654  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  62),  without 
adverting  to  the  fact  that  the  decision  in  the  latter  case  was  upon  the 
first  County  Court  Act,  9  &  10  Vict  c.  95:  since  a  claim  reduced  by 
set-off  below  201.  was  not  within  sect  129  of  that  statute,  for  the  sim- 
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pie  reason  that  the  county  Court  had  no  jurisdiction  when  the  claim 
was  above  201  The  other  part  of  the  decision  in  Tonge  v.  Chad- 
wick,  5  E.  4;  B.  950  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  86),  viz.,  that  the  plaintiflf  had 
recovered  only  the  balance  within  the  meaning  of  the  eighth  direc- 
tion to  the  Masters  of  the  Courts,  Reg.  Gen.  Hil.  16  Vict,  is  an 
authority  in  favour  of  saying  that  the  amount  recovered  here  is  121, 
7s,  only,  and  therefore  the  case  is  within  sect.  11  of  stat  18  &  14 
Vict.  c.  61. 

Blackburn,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion,  for  the  reasons  stated. 
Tonge  V,  Chadwick,  as  to  this  point,  proceeded  on  a  mistake,  and  is 
inconsistent  with  Ashcroft  v.  Foulkes,  18  C.  B.  261  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol. 
86).  The  latter  case  lays  down  the  right  rule;  and,  consequently, 
though  the  Master  taxed  correctly,  according  to  the  principle  of  the 
former  case,  that  case  having  been  overruled,  this  rule  must  be  made 
absolute. 

Mellob,  J.,  concurred.  Rule  absolute. 


The  question  raised  and  decided  in 
the  principal  case,  whether  a  set-off 
which  reduces  the  plaintiff's  claim 
below  the  limit  required  by  statute  to 
confer  jurisdiction  upon  the  Court  in 
which  suit  is  brought,  operates  to  oust 
the  jurisdiction,  or  not,  has  met  with 
a  different  answer  in  this  country. 
Thus  in  l^ennsylvania,  jurisdiction  is 
conferred  by  Act  of  March  20th  1810, 
sect.  1,  upon  magistrates  for  demands 
which  exceed  in  amount  $100.  The 
plaintiff  has,  however,  the  election  to 
sue  for  his  claim  in  the  Court  of  Com* 
mon  Pleas ;  but,  in  that  event,  he  is 
by  sect.  26  disallowed  costs,  unless  he 
files  an  affidavit  that  he  believes  the 
demand  ei^ceeds  9100.  By  sect.  7  the 
defendant  is  compelled  to  plead  before 
the  justice  a  set-off  of  any  demand 
under  $100.  The  provision  contained 
in  sect.  7  was  novel,  and  it  was  de- 
signed to  obviate  a  difficulty  which  had 
developed  itself  in  practice.  A  claim- 
ant who  knew  of  the  existence  of 
a  counter-demand  which  would,  if 
pleaded,  reduce  his  demand  under 
$100,-  was  embarrassed  to  know  which 
tribunal  to  elect.-  Did  he  sue  before 
a  justice,  the  defendant  withheld  his 
set-off,  and  ousted  the  magistrate's 
jurisdiction.  Did  he,  on  the  other 
hand,  resort  to  the  Court  of  Common 


Pleas,  the  defendant  pleaded  his  set- 
off, and  deprived  the  plaintiff,  who  was 
unable  to  swear  that  the  defendant 
owed  him  more  than  $100,  of  costs. 
The  remedial  clause  has  not,  however, 
removed  the  difficulty.  If  the  set- 
off is  unliquidated  the  plaintiff  remains 
in  the  same  uncertainty  as  to  his  forum : 
he  cannot  anticipate  the  amount  which 
the  defendant  will  claim,  or  a  jaiy 
award  in  reduction,  and  until  that  sum 
is  ascertained,  he  is  unable  to  swear  to 
the  balance  which  results  and  is  dae 
him.  Thus  in  Sadler  v,  Slobaugh,  the 
plaintiff  sued  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  a  debt  of  $100  and  interest, 
due  on  the  sale  of  a  horse,  and  the 
defendant  pleaded  the  breach  of  a 
warranty  of  the  horse,  the  plaintiff 
recovered  $85.31,  and  six  cents  costs. 
The  Court  held  that  as  the  warrantj 
might  be  used  as  a  defence  to  the  con- 
sideration, or  might  be  made  the  foun- 
dation of  a  separate  action,  and  in 
either  event  the  damages  were  contin- 
gent and  uncertain,  the  plaintiff  oould 
not  know  whether  his  demand  would 
fall  below  or  exceed  $100,  and  could 
not  intelligently  elect  the  appropriate 
tribunal.  As  he  could  not  be  expected 
to  make  an  affidavit  that  his  demand 
exceeded  $100,  when  the  knowledge 
of  the  elements  which  would  be  in- 
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eluded  in  the  oaloulatioD  was  secreted 
m  the  breast  of  the  defendant,  and  the 
eetimate  of  their  value  depended  upon 
the  verdict  of  a  jury,  the  requirement 
was  dispensed  with,  and  he  was  allowed 
to  reeover  costs  without  filing  an  affi- 
daTit:  8  S.  &  R.  388.  And  where 
the  set-off  is  liquidated  the  plaintiff 
maj  also  find  himself  frustrated  in  his 
endeaTOurs  to  recover  hb  debt.  The 
defendant  may  evade  the  clause  by 
aasigniDg  his  setoff  to  a  third  person, 
and  thus  oust  the  magistrate's  juris- 
diction. The  plaintiff  is  not  even  per- 
mitted to  give  the  defendant  credit  for 
a  set-off*,  at  least  where  it  equals  or 
exceeds  $100,  in  order  to  bring  his 
demand  within  the  cognisance  of  a 
magistrate;  because  this  privilege 
ought  enable  him  to  obtain  a  judgment 
before  a  justice,  from  which  there 
would  be  no  appeal  on  a  demand  ex- 
ceeding the  statutory  limit :  Stroh  v, 
Uhrich,  1  W.  &  8.  67 ;  contra^  Ander- 
son 9.  Cook,  26  Ind.  (1866)  829.  He  is 
accordingly  compelled  to  resort  to  a 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  as  it  is 
asBiimed  that  he  cannot  make  the  re- 
quisite affidavit,  he  would,  by  a  literal 
interpretation  of  the  statute,  forfeit  his 
costs.  But  as  the  object  of  the-  penalty 
was  to  induce  him  to  go  before  a  justice^ 
with  his  petty  claim,  and  as  he  is  unable 
to  betake  himself  to  that  jurisdiction 
witliout  putting  his  demand  in  jeopardy, 
the  Courts  have  refrained  from  inflict- 
ing upon  him  the  loss  of  his  costs,  and 
have  dispensed  with  the  necessity  of 
^e  previous  affidavit :  Grant  v,  Wal- 
lace, 16  S.  &  R.  253;  Manning  r. 
Eaton,  7  Watts  346;  Odell  v.  Culbert,  9 
W.  ft  S.  66 ;  Minich's  Administrators 
9.  Minich,  9  Casey  378.  This  series 
of  decisions  establishes  the  general 
rule  that  where  the  demand  is  reduced 
below  the  statutory  limit  by  a  set-off, 
that  reduction  does  not  interfere  with 
the  plaintiff's  recovery  of  costs.  But 
there  is  no  necessity  for  a  dispensation 
of  the  26th  section,  which  requires  of 
B.  A  S.y  VOL.  II.— 19 


the  plaintiff  an  affidavit  that  his  de- 
mand exceeds  $100.  For  a  set-off,  as 
its  name  imports,  is  not  payment,  but 
its  opposite,  a  denial  of  payment.  The 
plaintiff's  claim  is  admitted,  and  it  is 
sought  to  be  avoided  by  a  counter- 
claim of  the  defendant.  Payment 
neutralizes  and  extinguishes  the  debt, 
but  set-off  balances  another  against  it, 
and  thus  keeps  the  two  opposed  debts 
in  equipoise.  It  requires  the  inter- 
vention of  the  law  to  make  a  set-off  an 
adjustment  and  settlement  of  the  de- 
mand. The  plaintiff's  oath,  it  thus 
appears,  is  limited  to  the  amount  of 
his  own  demand,  which  is  not  affected 
by  the  ckims  set  off  against  it.  This 
is  true,  however,  only  where  the  de- 
mands are  distinct  and  independent — 
in  other  words,  in  the  case  of  a  strict 
set-off.  In  Sadler  v,  Slobaugh,  mpra, 
the  damages  for  a  breach  of  the  war- 
ranty did  not  constitute  a  set-off,  but 
a  deduction  from  the  price  to  be  paid 
for  the  horse,  and  in  that  class  of  cases 
the  reasoning  of  the  Courts  is  correct, 
and  the  iaconvenience  caused  by  the 
26th  section  does  require  their  inter- 
position. The  effect  of  a  set-off  upon 
a  plaintiff's  demand  becomes  addition- 
ally important  in  consequence  of  the 
-re-establishment  of  the  privilege  in  its 
full  extent.  The  Supreme  Court  hesi- 
tated at  one  period  to  apply  the  Stat- 
ute of  Defalcation :  McQuaide  v. 
Stewart,  12  Wright  (Pa.  1864)  198  ; 
107  E.  C.  L.  832,  a ;  but  their  last  deci- 
sion reasserts  the  right  to  set  off 
claims  which  spring  from  disUnct  and 
independent  transactions,  whether  the 
counter-demand  be  liquidated  or  unli- 
quidated :  Hunt  V.  Gilmore,  26  Leg. 
Int.  (Pa.  1869)  92.  It  follows  from 
whiit  has  been  said,  that  nothing  but 
payment  which  reduces  the  cla\m  to 
the  required  amount  will  bring  the 
demand  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
magistrate :  Collins  v,  Collins,  1 
Wright  (Pa.  1860)  387  ;  Job  v,  Har- 
lan, 13  Critchfield  (Ohio  1862)  485 ; 
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and,  as  consent  cannot  give  jurisdic- 
tion, objection  may  be  taken  at  any 
stage  in  the  proceedings  :  Collins  v. 
Collins,  9upra  ;  though  if  the  want  of 
jurisdiction  does  not  appear  on  the 
record,  the  facts  will  not  be  inquired 
into  on  error  :  Funk  v.  Ely,  2  Smith 
(Pa.  1866)  442.  Reduction  on  appeal 
does  not  re-establish  the  jurisdiction  : 
Webb  V.  Tweedie,  80  Mo.  (1860)  488  ; 
Murphy  v.  Campbell,  36  Mo.  100,  un- 
less the  appellate  Court  has  also  ori- 
ginal jurisdiction-:  Fowler  v.  Bishop, 
32  Conn.  (1864)  199. 

In  the  states  which  allow  the  de- 
fendant a  certificate  for  the  excess 
of  his  set-off  over  the  plaintiff's  claim, 
the  amount  of  the  set-off  regulates  the 
jurisdiction :  Ryan  v.  Bindley,  1 
Wall.  (1863)  66. 

It  is  the  legal  cause  of  action  which 
determines  the  jurisdiction,  but  the 
method  of  ascertaining  the  amount  in- 
volved varies  in  the  different  classes 
of  action.  Thus  in  assumpsit  for  the 
breach  of  warranty  on  the  sale  of  a 
horse,  as  the  price  furnishes  the  maxi- 
mum amount  of  recovery,  jriHsdiction 
is  ousted,  unless  the  price  exceeds  or 
at  least  equals  the  statutory  limit : 
Kline  i;.  Wood,  9  S.  &  R.  294.  In  an 
action  on  a  book  account,  the  original 
entries  supply  the  amount  which  con- 
stitutes the  legal  cause  of  action,  and 
furnish  the  test  of  jurisdiction  :  Scott 
V.  McDonough,  39  Vt.  (1867)  203. 
In  like  manner,  if  the  demand  may, 
by  any  rule,  be  computed,  and  it  does 
not  exceed  the  requisite  limit,*  though 
it  assume  the  form  of  a  bill  in  equity, 
it  will  be  dismissed :  Sewall  v.  Cham- 
berlain, 5  How.  6.  In  New  York, 
however,  the  limitation  of  jurisdiction 
to  the  Supreme  Court  does  not,  under 
the  Constitution  of  1846,  extend  to 
equitable  cases:  Marsh  v.  Benson,  7 
Tiff.  (1866)  368.  In  an  action  of  debt 
on  a  bond,  as  the  plaintiff  can  only  re- 
-cover the  principal  and  interest^  they 


furnish  the  standard  for  the  valuation 
of  his  claim.  The  interest  is  a  legal 
measure  of  his  damages,  and  consti- 
tutes a  part  of  the  demand :  Fowler  v. 
Bishop,  32  Conn.  (1864)  199;  The 
Bank's  Appeal,  26  Leg.  Int.  (Pa.  1869) 
117.  And  where  judgment  is  confessed 
by  warrant  of  attorney,  it  is  not  the 
penalty  of  the  bond,  but  the  sum  due 
upon  it,  including  interest,  which  es- 
tablishes the  jurisdiction :  Coates  v. 
Cork,  1  Miles  270.  In  debt  on  a  re- 
plevin bond,  it  is  the  amount  of  rent 
due,  which  is  the  legal  cause  of  action, 
and  serves  as  the  measurement  of  ju- 
risdiction :  Freedenberg  v.  Meeler.  7 
Pa.  L.  J.  244;  Peyton  v.  Robertson, 
9  Wheaton  527.  Where  the  custom 
prevails  of  giving  the  sheriff  a  receipt 
in  a  given  sum  for  property  attached, 
the  security  does  not  furnish  the  stand- 
ard, but  the  value  of  the  property  taken 
must  be  resorted  to  for  a  gauge  of  the 
jurisdiction:  Fowler  v.  Bishop,  32 
Conn.  (1864)  199. 

In  actions  which  are  brought  in 
order  to  try  the  title  to  property,  as  in 
detinue,  ejectment,  replevin,  or  even 
trover,  it  is  the  value  of  the  property 
itself  which  determines  the  jurisdic- 
tion :  Peyton  t;.  Robertson,  9  Wheat<  n 
527;  Taenzer  v.  Judge  of  Third  Dis- 
trict, 15  La.  An.  (1860)  120;  Mis- 
sissippi  Railroad  v.  Ward,  2  Black 
(U.  S.  1862)  485. 

Where  the  law  furnishes  no  rule  for 
the  ascertainment  of  the  sum  in  dis- 
pute, and  prescribes  no  limitation  of 
the  amount  to  be  recovered,  as  in  ac- 
tions for  torts  sounding  in  damages, 
the  amount  laid  in  the  plaintiff's  decla- 
ration must  serve,  in  default  of  any 
more  accurate  standard,  as  the  measure 
of  jurisdiction  :  Cooke  v.  Woodruff,  5 
Cranch  13;  Rodman  v.  Hutchinson, 
4  Wharton  242 :  Strong  t;.  Daniels,  3 
Mich.  (1856)  466 :  Inkster  v.  Carver, 
3  Jenn.  (Mich.  1868)  484 ;  Solomon 
t;.  Reese,  34  CaL  (1867)  28. 
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*MANSON,  Appellant,  HOPE,  Respondent.    May  7.     [*498 

50  Q,  3,  c.  41,  M.  6,  17. — License* — Peraon  going  from  town  to  town. — Hawkers  Act, 

A  peraon  who  resided  in  L.,  broagbt  n  quantity  of  drapery  goods  from  thenoe  to  H  ,  whicli 
be  said  were  the  remaioa  of  the  atook  of  a  Company,  and  there  sold  them  without  a  license : 
Heldy  that  he  was  subject  to  the  duty  imposed  by  stat.  50  G.  S,  c  41,  s.  6,  as  "  a  trading  person 
going  from  town  to  town/',  and  therefore  was  liable  to  be  ooiiTicted  under  sect  17. 

Casb  Stated  for  the  opinion  of  this  Court  under  stat.  20  &  21  Yict. 
c.  43,  8.  2. 

On  the  29th  January,  1861,  at  the  Town  Hall  in  Hastings,  the 
appellant,  Philip  Manson,  appeared  before  two  justices  of  the  peace 
for  that  borough,  upon  an  information  exhibited  by  the  respondent, 
George  Curling  Hope,  of  Hastings,  manager  of  The  Trade  Protection 
Society  of  that  place;  charging  that  he,  the  appellant,  being  a  hawker, 
pedlar,  petty  chapman,  and  trading  person,  travelling  from  town  to 
town,  did  trade,  as  such  hawker,  pedlar,  or  petty  chapman,  and  did 
carry  to  sell  and  expose  to  sale  divers  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
to  wit,  drapery,  without  any  license  to  him  before  then  granted  in  that 
behalf  authorizing  him  so  to  do;  against  the  form  of  the  statute  in 
such  case  made  and  provided. 

The  respondent  deposed  that,  on  the  28th  January  then  instant,  a 
sale  of  drapery  was  advertised  to  take  place  at  the  Music  Hall  in 
Havelock  Boad,  in  the  borough  of  Hastings  (a  large  room  let  for  con- 
certs, balls,  &c.),  and  a  bill  announcing  the  sale  was  handed  to  him 
about  twelve  o'clock  that  day.  He  went  there  and  found  a  large 
quantitv  of  drapery  goods  for  sale.  The  appellant  was  there.  The 
responaent  purchased  a  table  cloth.  When  he  was  in  the  sale  room, 
he  saw  several  other  persons  there  buy  goods,  and  a  cashier  taking 
money. 

*The  superintendent  of  police  of  Hastings  deposed  that  he  r*ioA 
went  to  the  Music  Hall  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  and  '- 
told  the  appellant  that  his  object  in  calling  on  him  was  to  know  if  be 
was  a  licensed  hawker.  The  appellant  replied  that  he  was  not ;  and 
in  answer  to  the  question,  *^  Are  you  aware  that  to  carry  on  a  business 
of  the  kind  you  should  have  a  hawker's  license?"  he  relied,  **No;. 
these  goods  came  direct  from  London :  here  they  are,  the  remains  of 
a  stock  of  a  gigantic  concern  of  The  Imperial  Linen  Company,  and  I 
am  employed  to  sell  them.  I  don't  think  I  require  a  license  to  sell 
them.  I  don't  go  from  town  to  town."  Witness  told  him  he  was 
set  in  motion  by  The  Trade  Protection  Society,  and  asked  him  if  he 
•  bad  a  license.  He  said  ''No;"  and  further  added  that  he  was  stop- 
ping at  The  Havelock  Hotel,  Hastings,  and  that  his  town  residence 
was  Wigmore  Street. 

On  these  facts  it  was  contended,  on  behalf  of  the  appellant,  that  it 
had  not  been  proved  that  he  came  under  the  description  of  a  hawker 
and  pedlar  travelling  from  town  to  town,  or  from  place  to  place;  that 
he  had  got  a  superfluity  of  goods  in  the  warehouses,  which  were  of  a 
respectable  character,  and,  thinking  he  should  get  a  market  for  them 
at  Hastings,  he  hired  the  Music  Hall,  and  the  goods  were  sent  direct 
to  that  place  for  sale,  and  nowhere  else. 

The  justices  convicted  the  appellant  in  the  penalty  of  101. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


499  MANSON  v.  HOPE.     E.  T.  1862. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  this  Court  was  whether  the  evidence 
was  sufficient  in  law  to  sustain  the  conviction. 

Barrow^  for  the  respondent. '•-By  stat.  50  G.  3,  c.  41,  s.  6,  there  shall 
*5001  ^®  P^^^  "  ^^  every  hawker,  pedlar,  petty  ♦chapman,  and  every 
^  other  trading  person  and  persons  going  from  town  to  town,  or 
to  other  men's  houses,  and  travelling  either  on  foot,  or  with  horse, 
horses,  or  otherwise,  in  England,  Wales,  or  the  town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed,  carrying  to  sell,  or  exposing  to  sale,  any  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandise, a  duty  of  4d.  for  each  year  f  and  sect.  17  enacts  that  if  any 
such  person  so  travelling  shall  trade  as  aforesaid  without  the  license 
required  by  sect.  9,  he  shall  for  each  and  every  such  offence  forfeit  the 
sum  of  ten  pounds.  The  appellant,  not  being  a  householder  in  Hast- 
ings, and  sending  goods  there  for  sale,  was  a  person  going  from  town 
to  town,  and  carrying  goods  to  sell  within  sect.  6.  In  The  Attorney- 
General  V,  Tongue,  12  Price  51,  the  first  count  of  the  information, 
which  charged  the  defendant,  under  sect.  7,  as  **  being  a  trading  per- 
son, going  from  town  to  town,"  and  not  being  a  householder  at  S., 
and  that  place  not  being  his  usual  place  of  aboae,  with  selling  goods 
by  auction  there  without  a  license,  was  held  to  be  supported  by  evi- 
dence that  he  left  B.,  his  place  of  residence  and  business,  to  go  to  S. 
in  order  to  sell  his  goods,  and  there  sold  them.  The  Attorney-Gen- 
eral  v.  Woolhouse,  12  Price  66,  followed  the  decision  in  that  case; 
and  in  Dean,  qui  tam,  v.  King,  4  B.  &  A.  517  (£.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  6),  a 
person  travelling  from  town  to  town,  having  packages  of  goods  sent 
after  him  by  a  public  stage  wagon,  and  taking  rooms  at  each  town, 
and  there  selling  the  goods  by  auction,  was  held  to  be  within  sect.  7. 
[CocKBURN,  C.  J. — That  was  a  stronger  case  than  this,  because  the 
defendant  went  to  two  places  and  sold  his  goods  there.] 

Poland,  for  the  appellant. — The  appellant  was  not  a  trader,  but  a 
*50n  ^^^^  agent  employed  by  persons  in  '^'London  to  sell  these  goods. 
-'  [CooKBURN,  C.  J. — Does  it  make  any  difference  whether  the 
person  travelling  from  town  to  town  sells  his  own  goods  or  the  goods 
of  another  person  ?  Blackburn,  J. — There  was  strong  evidence  that 
these  were  the  appellant's  own  goods,  if  that  is  material.]  An  agent 
habitually  going  from  town  to  town  might  be  within  stat.  50  G.  3,  c. 
41 ;  but  the  appellant  was  employed  for  once  only.  He  may  have 
been  staying  at  Hastings.  [Blackburn,  J. — There  is  evidence  on 
which  the  justices  might  convict.  CocKBURN,  C.  J* — I  think  the  appel- 
lant must  be  taken  to  be  a  principal  in  the  transaction,  and  that  he  was 
personally  interested  in  the  disposal  of  the  goods.  If  the  matter  were 
res  integra,  I  should  not  be  satisfied  that  the  appellant  was  rightly 
convicted :  but  the  two  cases  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  settle  the 
law.  Here  the  business  was  carried  on  in  London,  and  a  person  con- 
nected with  that  business  brings  goods  from  London  to  Hastings  and 
sells  them  there :  that  is  clearly  within  those  cases.]  Suppose  a  per- 
son wer^e  employed  by  the  assignees  of  a  bankrupt  in  London  to  sell 
goods  at  Liverpool.  In  Rex  v.  Little,  1  Burr.  609,  a  single  act  of 
selling  was  held  not  sufficient  proof  that  the  defendant  was  such  a 
hawker  as  ought  to  take  out  a  license.  [He  also  cited  Rex  v.  Buckle, 
4  £a8t  346.]  If  these  goods  had  been  all  -sold  in  one  lot  the  case 
would  not  be  within  the  Act     [Cockburn,  C.  J. — That  is  not  the 
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point  submitted  to  us.    Ckohpton,  J. — I  cannot  see  that  a  man  may 
aot  be  a  hawker  for  one  day  within  this  Act.] 

Per  Curiam.    (Cockburn,  C.  J.,   Cbompton,  Blackburn ^  and 
MSLLOR,  JJ.)  Conviction  affirmed. 


♦VENNING  t;.  BBAY.    May  9.  [*502 

Lease* — Reni, — Receiver, — Revocation  ofauthorily. 

^M  defeadant  leased  a  farm  to  the  plaintiff  for  fourteen  years  by  deed,  reserring  rent  payable 
quarterly.  The  deed  contained  various  clauses  by  which  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  agreed 
respectively  to  do  certain  things,  and  oonelnded  with  the  following  clause:  "And  the  said 
landlord  farther  agrees  and  orders  that  R.  K.,  or  his  appointed  agent,  is  to  receive  all  rents  firom 
the  tenant  at  all  times  when  it  beeemes  doe  daring  the  said  term  hereby  granted,  and  his  receipt 
to  be  a  full  and  sofficient  diseharge  firom  all  liability  thereof."  Held  that,  R.  K.  having  no 
interest  in  the  rent,  the  agreement  or  authority  for  him  to  receive  it  was  revocable. 

Bepleyin  for  seizing  cattle.  Avowry  for  rent  in  arrear.  Flea  in 
bar,  riens  in  arrear.    Issue  thereon. 

On  the  trial,  before  Willes,  J.,  at  the  Cornwall  Spring  Assizes,  1861, 
it  appeared  that  the  defendant  was  lessor  and  the  plaintiff  lessee  of  a 
farm  under  the  following  lease : 

"This  indenture,  made  the  3d  January,  1860,  between  Reginald 
Bray,  of,  &c.  (who,  together  with  and  including  bis  heirs,  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  is  hereinafter  referred  to  and  intended  to 
be  named  by  and  under  the  denomination  of  *  Landlord'),  of  the  one 
part,  and  Christopher  Venning,  of,  &o.  (who,  together  with  and  in- 
cluding his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  is  hereafter  referred 
to  and  intended  to  be  named  by  and  under  the  denotnination  '  Tenants, - 
of  the  other  part):  Witnesseth  that  the  said  R.  Bray,  for  himself,  his 
heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  doth  demise,  lease  and 
to  farm  let  unto  the  said  C.  Yenning,  his  heirs,  executors,  administra- 
tors and  assigns,  all  that  farm  and  lands,  with  the  buildings  thereon, 
called,  &c.,  situate,  &c.,  and  containing,  &c.,  excepting  the  bouse  and 
garden  occupied  by  the  said  B.  Bray,  and  also  excepting  all  mines, 
&c.,  reserving  also  all  game,  &o.,  and  power  '''also  to  enter  and   r«/:AQ 
view  the  state  and  condition  of  the  said  premises:  To  hold  the   '- 
same  from  the  25th  March,  1869,  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years  cer- 
tain, at  the  yearly  rent  of  75/.,  payable  quarterly,  on  the  four  usual 
quarter  days,  that  is  to  say,  &c.,  the  first  of  such  quarterly  payments 
to  be  made  on  the  first  of  the  said  quarter  days  happening  after  the 
commencement  of  the  said  term.    And  the  said  C.Venning,  for  himself, 
his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  hereby  agrees  to  pay  to  the 
said  landlord  the  rent  hereinbefore  mentioned,  free  from  all  >ates,  tithe 
rent  charge  and  taxes,  or  any  other  deduction  whatsoever  (except  the 
landlord's  property  and  income  tax  now  or  hereafter  to  be  payable  in 
respect  of  the  said  premises),  and  also  to  pay  and  discharge  all  taxes, 
including  the  land  tax,  all  tithe  rent  charge,  rates,  burthens  and  out- 
goings whatsoever,  and  proportions  of  the  same  respectively,  charged 
or  chargeable  on  the  said  premises  during  the  said  term.     And  the 
said  tenant  further  agrees,  during  his  tenancy,  to  cultivate  and  manure 
the  said  lands  in  a  husbandlike  manner,  &c.    And  the  said  tenant 
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also  agrees,  during  the  last  year  of  the  tenancy,  to  allow  the  landlord 
or  the  incoming  tenant  full  power  to  enter  upon  the  said  premises,  and 
to  proceed  with  the  preparation  for  and  cultivation  of  all  crops  what- 
soever at  the  usual  times  for  proceeding  with  the  same,  &c.  And  the 
said  tenant  further  agrees  not  to  underlet,  transfer  or  otherwise  part 
with  the  possession  of  the  said  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  without 
the  previoiis  license  in  writing  of  the  said  landlord,  during  his  tenancy, 
without  such  consent.  And  the  said  landlord  hereby  agrees,  during 
the  said  tenancy,  to  keep  the  dwelling*houses  in  repair  (glass  ex- 
cepted), and  to  supply  necessary  gates,  granite  posts,  rough  timber 
*5041  repairs,  *&c.  And  the  said  tenant  hereby  agrees  to  keep 
-I  the  boundary  fences  in  repair,  and  build  up  all  gaps  when 
fallen  down  during  the  said  term,  and  leave  the  same  in  repair  at  the 
end  of  the  term,  or  sooner  determination  thereof.  And  the  said  land- 
lord, B.  Bray;  further  agrees  and  orders  that  Richard  Kittow,  Esq., 
of  Tredawle  House,  of  the  parish  of  Alternon,  or  his  appointed  agent, 
is  to  receive  all  rents  from  the  tenant,  C.  Yenning,  at  all  times  when 
it  becomes  due  during  the  said  term  hereby  granted,  and  his  receipt 
to  be  a  full  and  sufficient  discharge  from  all  liability  thereof.  In  wit- 
ness," Ac. 

The  first  quarter's  rent  had  been  paid  to  Kittow  in  pursuance  of  tbe 
clause  at  the  end  of  the  lease ;  but  in  May,  1860,  the  defendant  gave 
notice  to  the  plaintiif  not  to  pay  any  more  rent  to  Kittow.  Notwith- 
standing, the  plaintiff  paid  the  subsequent  quarter's  rent  to  him,  and 
refused  to  pay  it  to  the  defendant ;  and  the  defendant  thereupon  made 
the  distress  for  it  out  of  which  this  action  arose.  The  jury  found  that 
there  was  no  debt  due  to  Kittow,  and  that  the  authority  to  him  to 
receive  the  rents  was  not  coupled  with  any  interest  in  him.  Tbe 
learned  Judge  thereupon  directed  the  verdict  to  be  entered  for  tbe 
defendant,  reserving  leave  to  move  to  enter  the  verdict  for  the  plain- 
tiff on  the  issue  joined  on  the  plea  in  bar  upon  the  question  whether 
the  authority  contained  in  the  clause  at  the  end  of  the  lease  was  re- 
vocable or  not. 

In  Easter  Term, 

J.  B,  Karslahe  obtained  a  rule  accordingly,  on  the  ground  that  tbe 
clause  in  the  lease  created  a  contract,  and  was  not  a  mere  license ;  and, 
if  it  was  a  license,  it  was  not  duly  revoked ;  citing  Wood  v.  Mauley, 
11  A.  &  E.  84. 

*6051  "  *^'  ^'  ^^  showed  cause. — By  the  reddendum  in  the  lease 
^  the  rent  is  reserved  to  the  defendant,  and  the  plaintifi*  agrees  to 
pay  it  to  him.  Then  the  clause  in  question  appoints  Kittow,  the  agent 
of  the  defendant,  to  receive  it;  ana  such  an  authority,  though  under 
seal,  is  revocable:  Wood  v.  Leadbitter,  13  M.  &  W.  888,  845,  per 
Alderson,  B.,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court;  though  the 
point  did  not  distinctly  arise  in  that  case.  So  a  power  of  attorney, 
not  given  to  a  party  to  collect  rents,  and  to  pay  himself  out  of  them  a 
debt  owing  to  him,  is  revocable.  In  Wood  v.  Manley,  11  A.  &  £.  34, 
the  license  was  coupled  with  an  interest  in  the  licensee.  Kittow  is 
not  a  party  to  the  deed.  He  might  go^  abroad,  or  become  bankrupt. 
Suppose  be  died,  could  it  be  contended  that  the  rent  would  be  re- 
ceivable by  his  executors  or  administrators  7    (He  was  then  stopped.) 

J.  B.  Karslake  and  KingdoUf  contra. — First.  The  clause  in  question 
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is  part  of  the  contract  between  the  lessor  and  lessee,  and  is  binding  on 
the  lessor.  The  word  "  agrees"  is  ased  in  the  other  clauses  of  the 
lease  as  to  payment  of  rent,  &c.,  instead  of  the  word  "^  covenant ;"  and 
its  being  used  in  this  clause  also  shows  that  it  was  matter  of  contract 
between  the  parties  that  the  rent  should  be  paid  to  Kittow.  [Ckomp* 
TON,  J. — Then  you  must  go  the  length  of  saying  that,  if  Kittow  for 
some  reason  was  not  ready  to  receive  the  rent,  the  lessor  would  be 
liable  to  an  action  by  the  lessee^  for  breach  of  the  agreement.]  If 
Kittow  was  the  superior  landlord,  it  might  be  very  convenient  that  the 
parties  should  agree  that  the  rent  should  be  paid  to  him.  r«rQ^ 
[CocKBUBK,  C.  J.— If  the  clause  had  been  ^inserted  on  that  •- 
account,  we  should  expect  to  find  a  recital  to  that  effect.]  In  Wood 
V.  Manley,  II  A.  &  E.  34,  37  (E.  G.  L.  R.  vol.  89),  Patteson,  J.,  said : 
"Taylor  v.  Waters,  7  Taunt.  374  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  1),  shows  that  a 
license  to  use  a  seat  at  the  opera  house,  paid  for  and  acted  upon  by 
sitting  there,  cannot  be  countermanded.  ...  I  do  not  say  that  a 
mere  purchase  will  give  a  license :  but  here  the  license  is  part  of  the 
very  contract."  The  agreement  is  personal,  and  therefore  if  Kittow 
died  the  rent  would  not  be  receivable  by  his  executors. 

Secondly,  the  authority  is  not  revocable,  except  by  an  instrument 
under  seal.     [Crompton,  J. — That  point  was  not  reserved.] 

CocKBURN,  C.  J. — We  are  to  collect  what 'the  intention  of  the  par- 
ties  was,  as  far  as  we  can,  from  the  language  of  the  deed.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  an  authority  with  an  interest  is  irrevocable,  whereas  an 
authority  without  an  interest  is  revocable;  but  that  point  does  not 
arise  in  this  case.  The  question  is  whether,  in  this  deed,  which  is  an 
ordinary  deed  of  lease,  this  somewhat  singular  clause,  that  the  rent 
reserved  by  the  reddendum  shall  be  received  by  Kittow,  is  binding 
on  the  lessor  so  as  not  to  be  revocable.  If  there  was  anything  in  the 
deed  to  show  that  this  clause  was  inserted  for  the  protection  of  the 
tenant,  it  may  be  that  it  could  not  be  revoked  by  one  party  without 
the  consent  or  the  other.  But  it  is  a  mere  authority  to  the  tenant  to 
pay  the  rent  to  Kittow,  and  an  authority  to  Kittow  to  receive  it,  not 
as  a  party  interested,  but  as  aeent  for  the  landlord,  and  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  landlord;  and  consequently  it  is  revocable.  After 
notice  no  longer  to  pay  the  rent  to  Kittow,  it  was  paid  *by  the  r#gA<^ 
plaintiff  in  his  own  wrong;  and  this  rule  must  therefore  be  ^ 
discharged. 

GfiOMPTON,  J. — ^It  is  not  very  material  whether  this  clause  is  an 
agreement  or  an  authority,  because  as  long  as  it  subsisted  it  would 
protect  the  tenant  in  paying  the  rent  to  Kittow ;  and  in  that  sense  it 
18  an  agreement  But  the  question  is,  whether  it  is  an  agreement  that 
the  authority  of  Kittow  to  receive  the  rent  should  be  irrevocable  as 
between  the  parties.  Reading  this  clause  together  with  the  reddendum, 
I  construe  it  as  an  order  or  agreement  that  Kittow  should  be,  during 
the  term,  the  lessor's  agent  to  receive  the  rent  subject  to  the  usual 
power  of  the  principal  to  revoke  the  authority  of  the  agent.  The 
words  '*  during  the  term"  do  not  import  that  the  appointment  is  irre- 
vocable. The  clause  amounts  to  no  more  than  appointing  Kittow  to 
receive  the  rent  so  long  as  he  is  the  defendant's  agent.  If  the  object 
of  it  had  been  to  secure  an  advantage  to  Kittow,  it  would  not  be  re- 
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vocable;  besides  which  it  was  not  inserted  for  the  convenience  of  the 
plaintiff,  but  of  the  defendant. 

Blackburn,  J. — The  parties  might  have  agreed  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  Kittow  should  be  irrevocable.  But  to  construe  this  clause 
as  having  that  effect  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  reddendum  and 
the  rest  of  the  lease ;  and  therefore,  according  to  the  rule  that  a  deed 
is  to  be  construed  so  as  to  reconcile  all  the  parts  of  it,  this  is  an  au- 
thority to  pay  the  rent  to  Kittow^o  long  as  a  receipt  by  Kittow  is 
good  as  a  discharge.  There  are  no  words  to  show  that  the  tenant 
stipulated  that  the  appointment  should  be  irrevocable;  and  none  of 
♦"081  *^®  exceptions  to  the  rule,  that  an  authority  is  revocable,  arise 
J  here.  *Thi8  is  the  common  case  of  agency,  which  may  be 
revoked. 

Mbllor,  J. — There  is  nothing  in  the  deed  to  prevent  the  revocation 
from  operating;  for,  even  if  this  clause  is  construed  as  an  agreement, 
the  revocation  would  only  be  a  breach  of  agreement.  Therefore  the 
learned  Judge  at  the  trial  was  right.  Bule  discharged. 


WORTHINGTON  and  Another  v.  SUDLOW,  Clerk  to  the  Local 
Board  of  Health  for  the  District  of  MOSS  SIDE.     April  29. 

Public  HeaUh  Act,  1848  (11  <fe  12  VicL  c.  ^Z).— Notice  to  owners.-- Contract 

A  Local  Board  of  Health  for  a  non-corporate  district,  acting  under  The  Pablio  Health  Act, 
1848  (11  A  12  Vict.  0.  63),  gave  notice  to  the  owners  of  the  premises  fhinting,  adjoining,  or 
ahutting  on  certain  streets,  reqoirtng  them  to  "  sewer,  level,  pave,  flag,  and  channer*  the  same, 
»( cording  to  the  provisions  of  sect.  69  of  that  Act;  which  notices  not  being  complied  with 
within  the  specified  time,  the  Board  entered  into  contracts  with  a  third  person  for  the  perfera- 
uitce  thereof;  which  contained  provisions  that  the  ootftractor  was  to  be  paid  for  the  work  when 
the  money  was  collected  from  the  owners  of  the  adjacent  properties:  the  work  was  done  accord- 
ingly, but  the  owners  having  refused  payment,  the  justices  of  the  peace  before  whom  they 
were  summoned  for  non-payment  dismissed  the  sammonsei :  Held,  on  a  ease  in  whieh  the  Court 
was  empowered  to  draw  inferences  of  fact,  that  the  contractor  was  entiUed  to  sue  the  Board  of 
Health  for  the  work  done  by  him  under  the  contracts. 

Special  case. 

An  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintifis  against  the  defendant,  as 
the  clerk  for  the  time  being  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  for  the  dis- 
*'001  ^^'^*  ^^  Moss  Side,  adjoining  the  city  of  Manchester,  for  the 
J  recovery  of  *3310Z.  IS*.  8rf.,  the  balance  of  four  several  sums 
of  2367/.,  23761  IO5.,  1228/.  and  1122/.,  being  the  price  of  certain 
works  specified  in  four  contracts,  the  first  of  which  was  dated  the  10th 
February,  1868,  the  second  the  7th  July,  1868,  and  the  third  and  fourth 
the  17th  November,  1868.  The  pleadings  were  set  but  in  the  appen- 
dix to  the  case,  and  were  to  be  taken  as  part  of  it,  the  Court  having 
all  the  powers  of  amending  or  adding  to  the  pleadings  that  a  Judge 
at  nisi  prius  would  have  had ;  the  object  of  both  parties  being  to  have 
the  matters  really  in  dispute  between  them  finally  decided. 

All  these  contracts  were  entered  into  between  the  plaintifib  and  the 
Local  Board  of  Health  for  the  district  of  Moss  Side,  being  a  non-cor- 
porate district,  for  which  a  Local  Board  of  Health  had  been  duly  con- 
stituted according  to  the  provisions  of  The  Public  Health  Act,  1848; 
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and  they  were  signed  by  the  plaintiflS  as  the  contractors,  and  were 
sealed  with  the  common  seal  of  the  Local  Board,  and  were  signed  by 
five  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  and  otherwise  executed  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  85th  section  of  that  Act.  The  works 
specified  in  each  contract  were  the  sewering,  levelling,  paving,  flag- 
ging and  channelling  of  certain  streets  within  the  district,  not  being 
highways*  which  were  sewered,  levelled,  paved,  flagged  or  channelled 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Local  Board,  and  the  works  were  such  as  the 
Local  Board  might  execute  under  the  69th  section  of  the  Act,  upon 
the  failure  so  to  do  of  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  adjoining  pre- 
mises. Each  contract  contained  a  stipulation  binding  the  plaintiffs  to 
perform  the  works,  the  subject  of  the  contract,  within  the  time  and 
in  manner  therein  specified,  under  a  pecuniary  penalty;  and  ryeiA 
*also  a  provision  stating  that  the  contractors  were  to  be  paid  '• 
for  the  work  when  the  money  was  collected  from  the  owners  of  the 
adjacent  properties.  All  the  contracts  were  set  out  verbatim  in  the 
appendix  to  the  case,  and  were  to  be  taken  as  part  of  it. 

The  works,  the  subject  of  each  of  the  four  contracts,  were  duly  per- 
formed by  the  plaintiffs,  as  the  contractors,  within  the  time  ana  in 
manner  therein  mentioned. 

Before  entering  into  any  of  the  contracts  with  the  plaintiffs,  the 
Local  Board  had  given  to  the  several  owners  of  the  respective  premises 
fronting  upon  the  streets  therein  mentioned  a  notice  in  writing,  in- 
tended as  a  notice  such  as  is  required  in  that  behalf  by  the  69th  section 
of  the  Act.  The  form  of  notice  adopted  by  the  Board  in  every  case 
was  as  follows  :•— 

"Public  Health  Act,  1848. 

"  To  Thomas  Willis,  owner  of  a  dwelling-house  and  garden  situate 
at  Moss  Grove,  Moss  Lane,  within  the  district  of  the  Moss  Side  Local 
Board  of  Health. 

"  Whereas  the  street  called  Moss  Lane  or  Moss  Lane  West  is  not 
sewered,  levelled,  paved,  flagged  and  channelled  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  above  named  Local  Board  of  Health ;  the  said  Local  Board  of 
Health  do  hereby  give  you  notice,  as  owner  of  a  dwelling-house  and 
garden  situate  at  Moss  Grove,  Moss  Lane,  being  premises  fronting, 
adjoining  or  abutting  on  a  part  of  the  said  street  called  Moss  Lane  or 
Moss  Lane  West,  within  the  space  of  one  calendar  month  from  the 
day  of  the  date  hereof,  to  sewer,  level,  pave,  flag  and  channel,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  said  Local  Board  of  Health,  so  much  of  the  said 
street  as  the  said  premises  front,  adjoin  to,  or  abut  upon. 

"  If  you  fail  to  comply  with  this  within,  such  lime,  the  *said  r»Ki  i 
Local  Board  may,  if  they  shall  think  fit,  execute  the  said  sewer-  '■ 
ing,  levelling,  paving,  flagging  and  channelling;  and  the  expenses 
incurred  by  them  in  so  doing  must  be  paid  by  you,  together  with  the 
other  owners  in  de&ult,  according  to  the  frontage  of  their  respective 
premises,  and  in  such  proportion  as  shall  be  settled  by  the  surveyor 
of  the  Local  Board  of  Health,  or  in  case  of  dispute,  as  shall  be  settled 
by  arbitration,  having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  in 
the  manner  provided  by  *  The  Public  Health  Act,  1848 ;'  and  your 
proportion  of  such  expenses  may  be  recovered  from  you,  as  one  of 
such  owners,  in  a  summary  manner,  or  the  same  may  be  declared  by 
order  of  the  suid  Local  Board,  to  be  private  improvement  expenses, 
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and  be  recovered  as  such  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  said  'Public 
Health  Act.' 

"Dated  the  5th  day  of  May,  1858. 

'•  Jno.  Thos.  PmcB,    ' 

"Jno.  C.  Harrison, 

"Geo.  Lea,  }-(I'.S.) 

'  Wm.  Metcalp, 

"  James  Homisfield.  J 

'J.  H.  Hampson,  clerk  to  the  Moss  Side  Local  Board  of  Health, 
12  Norfolk  Street,  Manchester." 

All  the  owners  failed  to  comply  with  the  notices,  and  the  Local 
Board  thereupon  entered  into  the  contracts  for  the  purpose  of  execut- 
ing the  works  under  the  69th  section  of  the  Act. 

After  the  works  under  each  of  the  four  contracts  had  been  performed 
by  the  plaintiffs,  application  was  made  by  the  Local  Board  in  due 
form  to  each  of  the  owners  for  payment  of  his  or  her  just  proportion 
of  the  expenses  incurred  in  executing  the  works,  which  had  been 
*5121  ^®^^'®^  *J^y  ^^^  surveyor  of  the  Local  Board  as  payable  by  each 
^  such  owner,  according  to  the  frontage  of  his  or  her  premises 
upon  the  streets  mentioned  in  each  of  the  contracts,  and  all  the  sums 
received  by  the  Local  Board  in  consequence  of  such  applications 
before  the  commencement  of  this  action  were  duly  paid  by  them  to 
the  plaintiffs. 

Certain  of  the  owners,  on  being  so  applied  to,  refused  payment,  and 
in  several  cases  the  justices  before  whom  the  owners  were  summoned 
by  the  Board  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  payment,  held  the  notices 
bad,  and  refused  to  make  any  order,  considering  themselves  bound  by 
a  decision  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  which  had  then  recently, 
and  after  the  date  pf  the  contracts,  been  given  in  an  analogous  case, 
upon  the  authority  of  a  case,  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  of 
Parkinson,  appellant,  Mayor,  &g.  of  Blackburn,  respondents.(a) 

In  consequence  of  this,  the  Local  Board  thought  it  useless  to  take 
further  proceedings,  and  in  point  of  fact  no  further  proceedings 
were  taken  by  the  Local  Board  to  enforce  payment  from  the  rest  of 
the  owners  of  the  respective  sums  assessed  upon  them  in  respect  of 
their  premises,  and  since  the  time  for  payment  of  those  sums  more 
than  six  calendar  months  elapsed  before  the  action  was  commenced. 

The  question  for  the  Court  was  whether,  under  the  circumstances, 
the  Court  having  the  power  to  draw  inferences  of  fact,  the  plaintiffi  had 
any  remedy  by  action  against  the  Local  Board  to  recover  the  residue 
of  the  several  sums^  the  subject  of  the  four  several  contracts  above 
mentioned,  or  any  of  them. 

If  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  in  the  aflSrmative,  judgment  was 
to  be  entered  for  the  plaintiffs  for  the  sum  of  88 10/.  15a.  6d.,  with 
costs. 

*ol81       *^^  ^^  ^^^  negative,  judgment  was  to  be  entered  for  the 
-'   defendant,  with  costs. 

If  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled 
to  recover  in  respect  of  some  one  or  more,  but  not  in  respect  of  all  of 
the  contracts,  judgment  was  to  be  entered  for  the  plaintiff's  for  such  a 
sum  aa  the  Master  should  find  to  be  due  to  the  plaintiff  in  respect  of 

(a)  Reported  33  Law  Timet,  119. 
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that  contract,  or  thoae  contracts,  upon  which  the  opinion  of  the  Court 
was  in  favour  of  the  plaintiffs,  after  allowing  and  giving  credit  to  the 
Local  Board  for  all  payments  made  on  account  of  that  contract,  or 
those  contracts ;  and  for  the  defendant  in  respect  of  the  other  contract 
or  contracts:  the  costs  in  such  case  to  be  ascertained  and  determined 
according  to  the  usual  course  of  taxation  in  such  cases. 

Manisty  {Mtllish  with  him),  for  the  plaintiffs. — The  plaintiffs  are 
entitled  to  recover.  The  question  depends  on  the  69th  section  of  the 
11  &  12  Vict.  c.  68,  entitled  "An  Act  for  promoting  the  public 
health ;"  which  enacts,  "  Iii  case  any  present  or  future  street,  or  anv 
part  thereof  (not  being  a  highway),  be  not  sewered,  levelled,  paved, 
flagged,  and  channelled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Local  Board  of 
Health,  such  Board  may,  by  notice  in  writing  to  the  respective  own- 
ers or  occupiers  of  the  premises  fronting,  adjoining,  or  abutting  upon 
such  parts  thereof  as  may  require  to  be  sewered,  levelled,  paved, 
flagged,  or  channelled,  require  them  to  sewer,  level,  pave,  flag,  or 
cbanoel  the  same  within  a  time  to  be  specified  in  such  notice;  and  if 
such  notice  be  not  complied  with,  the  said  Local  Board  may,  if  they 
shall  think  fit,  execute  the  works  mentioned  or  referred  to  therein ; 
and  the  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  so  doing  shall  be  paid  by  the 
•owners  in  default,  according  to  the  frontage  of  their  respect-  r^^\A 
ive  premises,  and  in  such  proportion  as  shall  be  settled  by  the  ^ 
surveyor,  or  in  case  of  aispute  as  shall  be  settled  by  arbitration 
(having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case)  in  the  manner 
provided  by  this  Act ;  and  such  expenses  may  be  recovered  from  the 
last-mentioned  owners  in  a  summary  manner,  or  the  same  may  be  de- 
clared by  order  of  the  said  Local  Board  to  be  private  improvement 
expensed,  and  be  recoverable  as  such  in  the  manner  hereinafter  pro- 
vided." It  was  a  condition  precedent  to  this  contract  that  the  Board 
of  Health,  which  the  defendant  represents,  should  be  able  to  recoup 
themselves  for  this  money  from  the  owners  of  property  abutting  on 
these  streets.  But,  where  the  performance  of  a  condition  precedent  to 
suing  on  a  contract  has  been  rendered  impossible  by  the  act  of  the 
opposite  party,  an  action  may  be  maintained  without  performing  that 
condition;  Keys  v.  Harwood,  2  C.  B.  905  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  52);  Hall 
V.  Conder,  2  C.  B.  N.  S.  22  (E.  Q.  L.  R.  vol.  89);  Bain  v.  Kirk,  18  L. 
J.  Q.  B.  83, 18  Jur.  559;  and  the  same  principle  ought  to  apply  here, 
where  the  Board  of  Health  have  failed  to  exercise  the  power  vested 
in  them  by  the  statute  of  compelling  payment  from  certain  persona, 
or,  in  failure  of  that,  reimbursing  themselves  out  of  the  rates  which 
by  the  Act  they  are  empowered  to  make. 

Wheeler,  Serjt.  {T.  Jones,  Northern  Circuit,  with  him).— It  may  be 
conceded  that  the  intended  basis  of  the  contract  between  the  parties 
was  tliat  the  expense  of  sewering,  &c.,  these  streets  should  be  recovered 
by  the  Board  of  Health,  which  the  defendant  represents,  against  the 
owners  of  the  property  abutting  on  them.  Now  the  foundation 
of  all  legitimate  ^proceedings  against  those  persons  is  the  r«5]^5 
giving  valid  notices,  which  was  not  done,  as  those  given  were  '- 
held  bad  by  the  justices  under  the  authority  of  a  case  in  this  Court, 
Parkinson,  app..  Mayor  &c.  of  Blackburn,  resp.,  38  L.  T.  119.  But 
where  the  parties  to  a  contract  omit  inserting  in  it  a  matter  which 
they  deem  material  to  their  interests,  a  Court  of  law  cannot  insert  it 
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for  them,  and  ooDseqaently,  if  in  this  case  it  ^as  intended  to  make 
the  Board  of  Health  being  able  to  recoup  themselves  a  condition  pre- 
cedent of  payment,  it  shoald  have  been  inserted.  It  was  tor  the 
plaintiffs,  on  entering  into  a  contract  with  this  Board,  to  ascertain 
beforehand  their  means  of  repaying  themselves.  [CocKBURir,  G.J. 
^-Suppose  they  never  took  any  steps  to  raise  this  money,  will  yoa 
dispute  that  the  plaintifb  would  have  been  entitled  to  recover  the 
price  of  these  works  in  some  way  ?]  No.  [Cockburn,  C.  J. — Sap- 
pose,  then,  that,  without  mala  fides  and  through  mere  mistake  ot  the 
law,  no  notice  at  all  had  been  given  to  the  owners,  could  you  have 
contended  that  it  was  the  business  of  the  plaintifib  to  see  that  proper 
steps  had  been  taken  by  their  employers?]  The  answer  to  that  is 
the  maxim  "  Y igilantibus  non  dormientibus  jura  subveniunt." 

The  cases  cited  on  the  other  side  are  inapplicable.  But  in  Aspdin 
V.  Austin,  6  Q.  B.  671  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  48),  it  was  held  that  stipula- 
tions in  an  agreement  did  not,  from  the  plaintifif's  proof  that  he  was 
ready  to  perform  the  condition  precedent  on  his  part,  raise  an  implied 
covenant  that  the  defendant  should  employ  the  plaintiff  in  hia  business 
for  a  certain  time,  although  the  defendant  was  bound  by  express 
words  to  pay  him  stipulated  wages  during  that  time.  Sampson  v. 
Easterby,  9  B.  &  C.  605  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  17),(a)  and  Saltoun  v.  Houstoan, 

*6I61  ^  ^'"^'  ^^  ^^'  ^'  ^'  ^*  ^^^'  ^^*  *toge^h®f  vi^h  ^^^  earlier 
^  cases,  were  there  relied  on,  but  distinguished  by  the  Court. 
Lord  Denman,  in  delivering  its  judgment,  p.  683-4,  says:  "It  will  be 
found  in  those  cases  that,  where  words  of  recital  or  reference  mani- 
fested a  clear  intention  that  the  parties  should  do  certain  acts,  the 
Courts  have  from  these  inferred  a  covenant  to  do  such  acts,  and  sus- 
tained actions  of  covenant  for  the  non- performance,  as  if  tbe  instru- 
ments had  contained  express  covenants  to  perform  them.  But  it  is  a 
manifest  extension  of  that  principle  to  hold  that,  where  parties  have 
expressly  covenanted  to  perform  certain  acts,  they  must  be  held  to 
have  impliedly  covenanted  for  every  act  convenient  or  even  necessary 
for  the  perfect  performance  of  their  express  covenants.  Where  par- 
ties have  entered  into  written  engagements  with  express  stipalations, 
it  is  manifestly  not  desirable  to  extend  them  by  any  implications:  the 
presumption  is  that,  having  expressed  some,  they  have  expressed  all 
the  conditions  by  which  they  intend  to  be  bound  under  that  instru- 
ment." [Cbompton,  J. — That  case  has  been  attacked,  if  not  overruled, 
in  the  House  of  Lord8.(6)  Cockburn,  C.  J. — ^&ect,  86  empowers  the 
Local  Board  of  Health  to  make  all  necessary  contracts  for  carrying 
the  Act  into  execution :  and  sect.  86  enables  them  to  make  rates  for 
tbe  expense  of  the  works  done  under  those  contracts.]  That  is  only 
for  such  works  as  are  executed  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  public 
under  sect.  58,  whereas  sect.  69  provides  a  specific  mode  of  recovery 
for  expenses  incurred  under  it.  [He  cited  2  Chi tty^s  Statutes  370, 2d 
ed.,  by  Welsby  and  Beavan,  and  Ward  v.  Lowndes.  28  L.  J.  Q.  B. 
265,  1  E.  &  E.  940,  954,  955  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  102),  per  Crompton  and 
*5171  *^*^''  '^•'^J  ^^  ^§*  ^^^  compulsory  on  the  Board  of  Health  to 
^  execute  these  works  at  all. 

(a)  Affirmed  in  error,  S  Bing.  644  (B.  C.  L.  R.  rol.  19). 

(6)  Hie  LorcUhip  probably  referi  to  Bmmena  p.  BlderUin,  4  H.  L.  Ca.  034. 
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Msmiity,  in  reply,  observed  that  it  was  premature  to  discuss  the 
precise  maDoer  in  which  the  Local  Boards  were  to  be  recouped. 

CocKBDRN,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  our  judgment  should  be  for 
the  plaintiffs.  We  are  not  fettered  by  pleadings  or  any  particular 
form  of  declaration ;  if,  on  the  facts  stated,  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled 
to  recover  we  may  give  our  judgment  for  them. 

Tbe  action  is  brought  on  an  implied  undertaking  by  the  defendant, 
and,  although  the  plaintiffs  are  not  in  a  condition  to  recover  on  any 
express  terms  in  their  contracts,  they  are  nevertheless  entitled  to 
jodgroeDt.  No  doubt  the  intention  of  both  parties  to  these  contracts 
vasthat  payment  for  the  works  in  question  should  be  made  out  of  a 
fbod  to  be  raised  by  payments  to  be  collected  from  the  owners  of 
property  in  the  vicinity  of  the  works.  Nothing  is  more  natural  than 
that  the  Board  of  Health,  which  the  defendant  represents,  should 
hafe  meant  to  limit  their  liability  to  a  fund  to  be  thus  raised,  and  it 
is  not  at  all  unreasonable  to  think  that  the  parties  who  were  to  do 
the  work  were  satisfied  to  be  paid  out  of  that  fund.  But  I  entertain 
BO  doubt  that  on  such  a  bargain  there  are  implied  undertakings  which 
mav  be  enforced  by  an  action  properly  framed.  It  cannot  be  disputed, 
aod  indeed  was  conceded  by  the  defendant's  counsel,  that  in  addition 
to  the  precise  and  express  terms  in  these  contracts,  there  must  be  im- 
plied terms,  to  this  extent  at  all  events,  that  the  Board  shall  do  what 
it  is  incumbent  on  them  to  do  to  collect  the  fund.  My  brother 
Wheeler  admits  that,  *if  the  Board  omitted  to  take  any  steps  r«5i  g 
to  recover  this  money  from  the  owners,  it  would  not  be  right  ^ 
to  resist  tbe  plaintiff'  claim,  founded,  not  on  express  agreement^  but 
on  an  implied  one.  That  plainly  shows  that,  on  such  a  contract,  there 
may  arise,  by  implication,  some  terms  or  conditions  not  in  the  con- 
tract itself.  Let  us  therefore  see  in  what  position  the  parties  stand. 
The  Board  can  only  contract  for  these  works  in  their  public  capacity 
-as' exercising  certain  powers  given  to  them*by  the  statute  11  &  12 
Vict  c.  6S,  after  they  shall  first  have  called  on  the  owners  of  the 
adjoining  property  to  do  the  works  specified  in  sect.  69  of  that  Act ; 
and,  if  the  owners,  on  such  notice  being  given,  fail  to  do  the  work, 
then,  and  then  only,  arises  the  power  given  by  the  statute  to  the 
Board  to  do  the  work  themselves,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  contract 
widi  others  to  do  it;  and  then,  if  necessary,  to  enforce  payment 
against  the  owners.  But  their  whole  power  arises  on  the  condition 
pieoedent  of  having  first  called  on  the  owners  to  do  the  work.  That 
being  so,  the  Board  applies  to  the  plaintifis  to  do  the  work,  that  is  to 
ay  in  exercise  of  the  power  vested  in  them  under  sect.  69.  Is  this 
not  the  same  as  if  the  contract  had  stated,  "  Whereas  we  are  the  Local 
Board  of  Health,  &c.,  and  whereas  we  have,  as  such,  power  to  call  on 
the  owners  of  certain  premises,  &c.,  to  do  certain  work  ;  and  whereas 
we  have  given  them  the  necessary  notices,  and  whereas  the  owners 
have  not  done  the  work,  we  now  proceed  to  do  it  in  pursuance  of  the 
aothority  vested  in  us  by  sect.  69,  &c.'7  They  say  to  the  plaintiffs, 
"Although  prim&  facie  we  should  be  liable  to  you  for  this  work,  we 
Q^e  a  stipulation  that  you  shall  not  call  on  us  for  payment  until  we 
We  had  an  opportunity  to  get  the  money  from  the  owners  of  the 
property."  It  turns  *out  that,  instead  of  being  in  a  position  to  ^#519 
make  the  contract  in  that  form,  they  had  given  no  notice  to  >- 
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the  owD^t*8,  or  had  given  an  insufficient  notice,  which  is  no  notice  at 
all.  My  brother  Wheeler  says,  the  other  party  should  have  inquired 
into  the  means  possessed  by  the  Board  of  recouping  themselves.  I 
do  not  see  that.  It  is  the  case  of  a  man  representing  that  he  is  in- 
vested with  powers  with  which  he  is  not  invested;  and  I  agree  with 
those  cases  where  it  has  been  decided  that  the  assumed  authority 
under  which  an  agent  acts,  must,  as  against  him,  be  taken  to  exist(a) 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  would  be  a  grievous  injustice,  as  well 
as  not  carrying  out  the  law  as  now  understood,  if  it  were  to  be  a 
defence  to  such  an  action  as  this  that  the  Board  had  failed  to  give  the 
notices  necessary  to  enable  them  to  collect  the  fund.  On  the  contrary, 
I  think  that  an  action  may  be  maintained  by  the  plaintiffs  against  the 
Board,  which  represented  to  them  that  they  had  power  to  collect, 
from  the  owners  of  the  property  in  this  street,  the  fund  out  of  which 
the  plaintiffs  were  to  be  paid,  when  in  fact  the  Board  had  not  done 
what  was  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

Crompton,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  most  favourable 
way  to  put  the  case  for  the  defendant  is  that  in  which  it  was  put  by 
my  brother  Wheeler, — that  the  defendants  had  agreed  with  the  plain- 
tife  that  they  should  take  their  chance  of  the  money  being  collected 
from  the  owners.  If  it  were  necessary  I  should  like  to  look  more 
into  this  point,  and  see  if  to  make  that  a  condition  precedent  to  pay- 


*520] 


ment  was  within  the  ^intention  of  the  parties^  much  more  if  it 


was  necessary  that  the  money  should  be  first  collected.  But, 
taking  my  brother  Wheeler  to  be  correct  in  that  construction,  I  think, 
with  my  Lord  Chief  Justice,  that  it  is  more  likely  that  an  agreement 
ought  to  be  implied  here,  that  when  the  time  for  collection  came  the 
Board  should  collect.  The  contract  is,  not  that  the  plaintiffs  shall 
have  power  to  collect  themselves,  but  that  the  Board  shall  pay  these 
specific  sums  of  money.  Does  not  that  necessarily  infer  that  they  are 
assuming  to  be  in  a  position  in  which  they  can  collect  the  money? 
There  may  indeed  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  extent  of  the  supposed 
implied  engagement.  It  may  mean  that  they  have  used,  and  will  use, 
all  proper  means  to  collect  the  money,  or  it  may  mean  that  they  are 
in  a  position  to  collect  it  ultimately:  we  cannot  put  it  lower  than  that. 
If,  by  their  default  (I  do  not  mean  in  the  sense  of  imputing  to  them 
anything  wrong),  they  make  an  engagement  with  an  impli^  promise 
that  they  are  in  a  position  to  do  that  which  they  are  not  in  a  position 
to  do,  the  case  becomes  like  that  where  a  party  promises  to  pay  the 
value  found  by  an  arbitrator,  and  does  not  appoint  an  arbitrator,  in 
which  case  the  other  party  may  recover. 

Blackburn,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  My  brother  Wheeler 
argues  that  this  contract  was  invalid  as  ultra  vires,  because,  the  Board 
being  about  to  do  work  for  these  private  streets,  the  amount  of  which 
was  chargeable  upon  the  owners  under  the  69th  section  of  the  11  k 
12  Vict  c.  63,  it  was  requisite,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  validity 
of  this  contract  with  the  plaintiff,  that  notice  be  given  to  these 
**211  ^^^^''^1  ^^^  ^^  P^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^inasmuch  as  a  suflicient  notice 
^  -'  was  not  given,  the  Board  had  no  power  to  do  the  work.  I  do 
not  inquire  if  notice  was  a  condition  precedent  here,  for,  when  a  party 
contracts  with  a  Board  under  sect.  86,  he  is  not  bound  to  inquire  if 

(a)  8«e  CoUen  «.  Wright,  in  error,  8  B.  *  B.  047  (B.  C.  L.  R.  Tal.  92). 
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they  have  done  enough,  as  between  them  and  their  constituents,  to 
make  themselves  chargeable.  It  would  be  monstrous  to  throw  the 
burden  of  such  an  inquiry  on  the  plaintifls:  it  is  enough  for  them  to 
say,  we  know  that  by  the  general  law  the  Board  could  make  this  con- 
tract if  they  ^ad  done  their  part,  and  therefore  the  contract  is  good 
enough  so  far  as  we  are  concerned. 

Then  comes  the  question,  whether  on  the  construction  of  this  con- 
tract the  plaintiffs  can  recover.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the 
parties  have  not  made  the  collection  of  this  money  a  condition  prece- 
dent. It  would  be  a  provident  condition.  And  I  am  inclined  to 
think  It  would  be  good  enough  for  the  Board  of  Health  to  say  to  the 
contractor,  "  Look  at  the  value  of  the  property,  and  if  we  find  that 
the  money  received  is  not  equal  to  what  was  expected,  there  shall  be 
no  coming  on  us  afterwards.  But  although  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
on  this  contract  that  the  Board  have  not  made  the  collecting  the 
money  a  condition  precedent  to  pay,  I  hold  strongly  (with  the  Judges 
who  have  preceded  me)  that  it  amounts  to  an  agreement  by  the  Board 
to  do  their  part  towards  collecting  the  money.  It  is  not,  however, 
necessary  to  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  money  must  be  collected ;  for 
instance,  the  owners  may  be  insolvent,  or  the  property  may  be  de- 
stroyed by  fire ;  in  such  cases,  the  Board  of  Health  having  no  con- 
trol over  the  money,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  the  loss  would 
fall  on  the  contractor.  But  where  the  words  of  an  instrument  show 
that  its  efficiency  is  to  depend  on  an  act  to  be  done  by  one  party,  ' 
there  *is  a  contract  by  that  party  that  he  will  do  all  that  lies  r^coo 
in  his  power  to  bring  about  that  act,  and  that  if  it  is  not  already  ^ 
done  it  shall  be  done.  In  mercantile  contracts,  whether  under  seal  or 
not,  the  rule  is  to  look  to  the  intention  of  the  parties.  Where,  for 
instance,  there  is  a  contract  to  deliver  goods  free  on  board  ship  on  the 
mate's  receipt,  it  is  plain  that,  although  not  a  word  is  said  to  that 
effect,  the  ^oods  cannot  be  put  on  board  until  the  other  side  has 
selected  and  mentioned  a  ship,  and  there  is  therefore  an  implied  con- 
tract that  that  party  shall  secure  a  ship  and  give  notice  that  the  goods 
may  be  put  on  board.  So,  in  the  very  common  case  where  a  party 
mases  a  contract  with  a  railway  Company  to  supply  them  with  rail- 
way chairs  and  sleepers,  although  it  is  not  expressly  said  that  the 
purchaser  is  to  produce  the  patterns,  it  is  taken  as  part  of  the  agree- 
ment between  the  parties  that  he  shall  do  his  part.  So  here,  where 
from  the  nature  of  the  thing  everybody  must  have  understood  that 
the  collection  of  the  money  depended  on  the  Board  of  Health  taking 
proper  steps,  it  is  part  of  the  agreement  that  they  shall  do  their  part, 
or  bave  already  done  it;  and  consequently,  where  they  have  given  a 
notice  which  turns  out  to  be  bad,  they  bave  not  done  that  which  they 
undertook  to  do. 

Mi&LiiOBy  J.,  concurred.  Judgment  for  the  plaintiflb.      ) 
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*628]  *BIGGS,  Appellant,  MITCHELL,  Respondent.    April  26. 
12  (?.  3,  c.  61,  *.  II. — Keeping  gunpowder, — Carrier. —  Warehouse, 

Where  sereral  paekftgei  of  gunpowder,  amoanting  in  the  whole  to  300  Ibt^  weight,  wore  veot 
by  different  personi  to  n  warehonie  in  the  metropolif  belonging  to  a  carrier  and  lieensed  ear- 
man,  as  a  temporary  halting  place  in  their  transit,  until  they  should  afterwards  be  forwarded 
by  country  carriers  to  their  sereral  destinations :  held,  that  this  was  not  an  nnlawftil  haTing 
or  keeping  of  gunpowder  within  12  Q.  3,  c  01,  s.  11. 

Cask  stated  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  for  the  opinion  of  this 
Court,  under  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  48. 

The  appellant  was,  on  the  22d  March,  1861,  convicted  before  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  on  the  information  of  the  respondent,  (one 
of  the  inspectors  of  the  city  of  London  Police  force),  under  12  G.  3, 
c.  61,  s.  11,  for  that  he,  on  the  15th  day  of  March  then  instant,  in  one 
Swan  Yard,  Bishopsgate  Street  Without,  in  that  city,  unlawfully  did 
have  and  keep  at  one  time  more  than  fifty  pounds  weight  of  gun- 
powder, to  wit,  three  hundred  pounds  weight  of  gunpowder,  in  a  cer- 
tain warehouse  there  occupied  by  him,  he  not  then  being  a  dealer  in 
gunpowder,  and  was  adjudged  to  pay  a  penalty  of  10/.  and  oosts. 

Upon  the  hearing  of  the  information  it  was  proved,  on  the  part  of 
the  respondent,  that  on  the  day  named,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, he,  with  another  inspector  of  the  city  police,  seized,  under  a 
search  warrant  granted  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  six  packages  of  gunpK>w- 
der,  weighing  together  300  lbs.  weight,  which  they  then  found  on  the 
premises  of  the  appellant,  who  was  a  carrier  and  licensed  carman,  in 
a  sort  of  warehouse  where  goods  of  every  description  were  then  kept, 
*5241  ^^^  ^^^  purpose  of  ♦being  afterwards  removed  by  country  car- 
■'  riers  to  their  several  destinations.  These  packages  of  gun- 
powder, which  were  not  covered  over  with  tarpaulins,  had  been  sent 
a  few  hours  before,  from  different  persons,  to  be  forwarded  by  carriers 
to  different  places.  The  appellant  was  aware  of  the  nature  of  the 
contents  of  these  packages,  and  it  was  proved  to  the  satisfSetction  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  that  they  were  placed  in  the  warehouse  as  a  temporary 
halting  place  in  the  course  of  their  transit,  and  that  they  would  have 
been  sent  away  from  the  appellant's  premises  in  about  two  hours  from 
the  time  they  were  so  found  by  the  inspector  of  police,  and  that  the 
appellant  had  entered  them  in  the  book  which  he,  as  a  carrier,  kept 
of  the  goods  received  and  sent  out. 

It  was  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  appellant,  that  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament was  intended  by  the  Legislature  to  apply  only  to  persons 
"having"  or  "keeping"  in  their  possession  a  quantity  of  gunpowder 
« beyond  what  was  prescribed  and  allowed,  not  to  gunpowder  in  tran- 
situ, which  that  in  question  was;  that  the  appellant  merely  kept  a 
d^pdt  for  goods  in  transitu,  as  was  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Lord  Mayor;  and  that,  if  he  was  to  be  held  to  have  committed  an 
infraction  of  the  law  by  having  there  for  a  short  interval  of  time  a 

Quantity  of  gunpowder,  with  other  goods,  on  their  way  to  different 
estinations,  there  was  not  a  railway  Company  in  the  kingdom  which 
did  not  contravene  the  statute  at  one  or  other  of  its  stations  almost 
daily;  that  the  words  "have"  or  "keep"  at  any  one  time,  in  the  12 
G.  8,  c.  61,  s.  11,  contemplated  a  man  "keeping,  for  an  indefinite 
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period,  a  prohibited  quantity  of  gunpowder,"  and  could  not  apply  to 
the  appellant,  who  had  the  packages  in  question  in  his  warehouse,  not 
for  any  unreasonable  time,  but  only  for  an  *interval  consistent  r^coK 
with  the  exigencies  of  the  trade,  and  necessary  for  their  several   ^ 
conveyance  to  their  final  destination. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  however,  being  of  opinion  that  the  Legislature 
intended,  by  the  Act  of  12  G.  8,  c.  61,  particularly  when  considered 
in  connection  with  the  18th  and  21st  sections,  whi^h  impose  penalties 
on  persons  engaged  in  the  conveyance  of  gunpowder  who  shall  not 
properly  cover  packages  of  gunpowder  whilst  being  conveyed,  or  who 
shall  not  use  all  due  ailigence  in  the  loading  or  unloading  of  it,  that 
gunpowder  should  only  be  removed  in  carriages  constructed  or  used 
expressly  for  the  purpose,  and  with  no  other  commodities,  or  promis- 
cuously as  the  packages  in  question  were  then  sent  and  deposited,  and 
that  therefore  the  appellant  had  brought  himself  within  the  operation 
of  sect  11  of  the  12  G.  3,  c.  61,  and  he  thereupon  gave  his  determi- 
nation against  the  appellant  in  the  manner  before  stated. 

The  question  on  the  above  statement  for  the  opinion  of  this  Court 
vas,  whether  the  appellant  did  '^have  or  keep"  at  one  time  the  said 
excessive  quantity  of  gunpowder  within  the  intent  and  mefining  of 
the  12  G.  3,  c.  61.  If  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  he  did 
Dot  so  "  have  or  keep"  the  same,  then  the  information  was  to  be  dis- 
missed ;  but  if  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  otherwise,  the  convic- 
tion was  to  stand. 

The  question  in  this  case  turned  on  the  12  G.  3,  c.  61,  entitled 
*'  An  Act  to  regulate  the  making,  keeping,  and  carriage  of  gunpow- 
der." &C. 

The  preamble  of  the  statute  is  as  follows. 

'*  Whereas  the  manufacture  of  gunpowder  within  Great  Britain, 
though  necessary  to  be  encouraged  in  *respect  of  the  value  of  r^^oA 
gunpowder,  as  an  article  of  defence  and  commerce,  yet  ought  ^ 
to  be  regulated  by  law,  in  order  to  prevent  the  great  mischiefs  which 
may  arise  from  explosions  occasioned  by  the  improper  construction 
and  use  of  the  mills,  engines,  and  buildings,  employed  in  the  making 
of  gunpowder,  and  for  keeping  and  carrying  gunpowder  in  too  great 
quantities,  or  in  an  improper  manner :"  (it  then  recites  that  a  previous 
Act  contained  no  provision  for  regulating  the  making  of  gunpowder, 
and  was  in  other  respects  defective,  on  which  account  it  might  be 
convenient  to  repeal  the  said  Act,  and,  in  the  room  thereof,  to  have  a 
new  law  for  regulating,  as  well  the  making  as  the  keeping  and  car- 
riage of  gunpowder.) 

Sect.  11.  "No  person  or  persons  shall  have  or  keep,  at  any  one 
time,  being  a  dealer  or  dealers  in  gunpowder,  more  than  200  lbs.  qf 
gunpowder;  and  not  being  such,  more  than  50  lbs.  of  gunpowder,  in 
any  house,  mill,  magazine,  storehouse,  warehouse,  shop,  cellar,  yard, 
wharf,  or  other  building  or  place,  occupied  by  the  same  person  or 
persons,  (all  buildings  and  places  adjoining  to  each  other,  and  occu- 
pied together,  being  to  be  deemed  one  house  or  place  within  this  Act), 
or  on  any  river  or  other  water,  (except  in  carriages  loading  or  unload- 
ing or  passing  on  the  land,  or  in  ships,  boats,  or  vessels,  loading  or 
unloading,  or  passing  on  any  river,  or  other  water,  or  detained  there 
by  the  tide  or  bad  weather),  within  the  following  limits;  (that  is  to 

B.  4  S.,  VOL.  II.— 2o 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


626  BIGGS  r.  MITCHELL.    E.  T.  1862. 

say),  within  the  cities  of  London  or  Westminster,  or  within  three 
miles  of  either  of  them,  or  within  any  city,  borough,  or  market  town 
of  Great  Britain,  or  one  mile  of  the  same,  or  within  two  miles  of  any 
*'971  P^'^^®  ^^  house  of  residence  of  his  present  Majesty,  &c.,  or  of 
^  J  her  present  Majesty  the  ^Queen,  or  any  Queen  Consort,  or 
dowager,  or  within  two  miles  of  any  gunpowder  magazine,  belonging 
to  his  Majesty,  &c.,  or  within  half  of  a  mile  of  any  parish  church,  or 
in  any  other  part  of  Great  Britain,  (except  in  mills  or  other  places 
which  at  the  commencement  of  this  Act  shall  be  used  for  the  making 
of  gunpowder,  and  the  magazines,  storehouses,  and  offices  thereto 
adjoining  and  belonging,  and  in  the  places  where  it  shall  be  lawful  to 
make  gunpowder,  or  to  keep  greater  or  unlimited  quantities  of  gun- 
powder, by  force  of  the  provisions  hereinafter  contained),  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  all  the  gunpowder  beyond  the  quantity  hereby  allowed  to 
be  kept,  and  the  barrels  in  which  such  gunpowder  shall  be ;  and  also 
two  shillings  for  every  pound  of  gunpowder  beyond  such  allowed 
quantity." 

Sect.  18.  **  No  person  or  persons  shall  have  or  convey  at  any  one 
time  within  Great  Britain  more  than  twenty-five  barrels  of  gunpowder 
in  any  wagon,  cart,  or  other  carriage  by  land,  or  more  than  200  barrels 
of  gunpowder,  in  any  barge,  boat,  or  other  vessel  by  water  (except, 
&c.),  and  all  gunpowder  conveyed  on  land  or  water  (excepting,  &c.), 
shall  be  in  barrels  close  joined  and  hooped,  without  any  iron  about 
them,  and  so  secured  that  no  part  of  the  gunpowder  be  scattered  in 
the  passage ;  and  each  barrel  shall  contain  no  more  than  100  lbs.  of 
gunpowder ;  and  when  conveyed  by  land  shall  be  entirely  enclosed  in 
a  leathern  bag,  or  a  bag  commonly  called  a  saltpetre  bag ;  and  every 
carriage  in  which  gunpowder  shall  be  conveyed  by  land,  shall  have 
a  complete  covering;  of  wood,  painted  cloth,  tarpaulin,  or  wadmill 
tilts,  over  all  the  giinpowder  therein  contained:  and  also  no  gun- 
powder shall  be  conveyed  in  any  barge,  boat,  or  other  vessel  by  water 
*"281  (®^^®P*»  ^^O/  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  *  close  deck;  and  as  *soon  as  any 
^  gunpowder  is  put  on  board  such  vessel,  all  such  gunpowder 
shall  be  covered  with  raw  hides  or  tarpaulins;  and  all  gunpowder, 
which  shall  be  carried,  or  conveyed  (except,  &c.),  within  any  part  of 
Great  Britain,  in  greater  quantity,  or  in  other  manner  than  is  herein- 
before prescribed  ;  and  the  barrels  in  which  such  gunpowder  shall  be, 
may  be  seized,"  &c. 

Sect.  21.  **  No  person  or  persons  having  the  care  of  any  wagon, 
cart,  or  other  carriage,  used  for  the  conveyance  of  gunpowder  by  land, 
shall,  after  beginning  to  place  or  load  therein  any  quantity  of  gun- 
powder, or  beginning  to  unload  the  same  thereout,  stop  or  stay  at 
any  place  of  loading,  or  in  the  loading  or  unloading,  suffer  any  longer 
time  to  pass  than  with  the  use  of  all  due  diligence  shall  be  reasonably 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  loading  or  unloading ;  and  no  person  or 
persons  having  the  charge  or  care  of  any  barge,  boat,  or  other  vessel 
used  for  the  conveyance  of  gunpowder  by  water  (except,  &c.),  shall, 
;after  beginning  to  load  or  unloaa  any  quantity  of  gunpowder,  stop  or 
:«tay  at  any  wharf,  key,  or  other  place  of  loading,  or  in  the  loading  or 
'Unloading  thereof  suffer  any  longer  time  to  pass  than  with  the  use  of 
rail  due  diligence  shall  be  reasonably  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
^loading  or  unloading,  not  exceeding  eighteen  hours,  unless  hindered 
iby  the  weather;  and  every  such  barge,  boat,  or  vessel  (except,  4c.), 
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having  so  completed  her  loading,  shall  depart  from  the  place  of  load- 
ing on  her  course  the  first  ensuing  tide,  unless  hindered  by  stress  of 
weather,  or  other  just  impediment;  and  no  person  shall  load,  take  in, 
carry,  or  convey,  in  any  wagon,  cart,  or  other  land  carriage  laden  with 
gunpowder,  or  in  any  barge,  boat,  or  vessel  laden  with  gun-  r^coft 
powder,  on  any  river  (except,  &c.),  any  *other  lading  of  any  ^ 
kind  whatsoever;  and  all  and  every  person  and  persons  offending 
against  any  of  the  aforesaid  provisions  for  loading  and  unloading, 
shall,  for  each  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  lOZ." 

Hannen,  for  the  respondent. — The  question  in  this  case  is  one  of 
great  importance  to  the  public  safety,  especially  as  it  is  said  that  rail- 
way Companies  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  violating  stat.  12  G.  8,  c.  61, 
8. 11,  on  which  this  conviction  is  founded.  It  is  a  well  known  canon 
in  construing  Acts  of  Parliament,  that  the  old  law,  the  mischief,  and 
the  remedy  are  to  be  considered.  Under  the  old  law  any  quantity 
of  gunpowder  might  be  kept  anywhere  in  one  building;  the  mischief 
was  the  enormous  danger  to  the  public  from  large  quantities  of  so  dan- 
gerous an  article  being  thus  collected ;  and  the  remedy  enacted  is,  that 
no  more  than  a  certain  quantity  of  it  shall  be  brought  together  in  the 
metropolis  and  some  other  places,  and  the  establishing  certain  safe- 
guards in  keeping  and  carrying  it.  Sect.  11  prohibits  the  having  or 
keeping  in  those  places  more  than  a  specified  quantity  of  gunpowder; 
sect.  18  limits  the  quantity  that  may  be  carriea  at  one  time ;  and  sect. 
21  directs  that  no  carriages  or  vessels  employed  for  the  purpose  shall 
'stay  or  delay  at  any  place  of  loading  or  unloading.  The  words  "  have" 
and  "keep"  in  sect.  11,  and  "have"  and  ** convey"  in  sect.  18,  have 
each  an  independent  meaning.  [Mellor,  J. — Was  not  sect.  11  meant 
to  apply  to  dealers  and  other  persons  keeping  more  than  a  certain 
quantity  7]  If  the  construction  of  the  appellant  is  correct,  any  quan- 
tity of  gunpowder  may  be  collected  in  a  warehouse  in  the  metropolis 
for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  away  in  small  *parcels  to  differ-  rih^oQ 
ent  places,  and  a  continual  succession  of  packages  of  gunpow-  '- 
der  may  be  sent  to  a  warehouse  for  the  same  purpose. 

Montague  Smith  (Sleigh  with  him),  for  the  appellant. — The  12  G. 
S,  c.  61  is  a  penal  Act,  and  therefore  must  be  strictly  construed.  This 
conviction  took  place  under  the  lltb  section,  which  is  directed  solely 
against  the  offence  of  keeping  and  storing  gunpowder  in  large  quan- 
tities, and  was  not  meant  to  apply  to  the  case  of  a  party  merely  having 
such  quantities  in  bis  possession.  Such  a  construction  woula  stop  the 
trade  in  gunpowder,  which  the  preamble  of  the  statute  declares  ought 
to  be  encouraged ;  for  in  order  to  carry  on  such  a  traffic  there  must 
be  some  place  for  collecting  and  storing  the  gunpowder.  It  is  true 
that  sect,  11  says  no  person  shall  "have"  or  "keep"  more  than  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  gunpowder  in  certain  places,  but  the  former  word  is 
redundant,  for  the  penalty  imposed  at  the  end  of  the  section  is  the 
forfeiture  of  all  the  gunpowder  thereby  "allowed  to  be  kepL^^  The 
quantity  of  gunpowder  carried  from  place  to  place  is  greatly  increased 
since  the  introduction  of  railways:  and  when  gunpowder  is  brought 
by  one  line  of  railway  to  the  metropolis  to  be  forwarded  thence  by 
another,  it  is  very  convenient  there  should  be  some  halting  place  in 
the  metropolis;  otherwise  it  would  be  necessary  to  forward  it  by  the 
next  passenger  train,  instead  of  sending  it  by  night  in  a  goods  train. 
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The  warehouse  ased  by  the  appellant  was  a  mere  halting  place  in  the 
course  of  a  transit. 

ffannen,  in  reply,  observed  that  railways  having  been  introduced 

*53n   ®^"^®  *^^^*  ^^  ^'  ^'  ^*  ^^'  ^^^  quantity  of  *gunpowder  carried 
-'   by  them  could  not  have  entered  into  the  contemplation  of  the 
Legislature  by  which  that  statute  was  passed. 

CROMProN,  J. — I  do  not  think  that  this  is  a  "keeping"  of  gun- 
powder within  12  G.  8,  o.  61,  s.  11.  I  was  struck  at  first  by  what 
Mr.  Hannen  said  as  to  that  section  using  both  the  words  "have"  and 
*'keep."  It  was,  however,  answered  and  turned  against  him  by  what 
Mr.  Smith  pointed  out,  that  at  the  end  of  the  section  the  penalty  is 
imposed  for  keeping  a  quantity  of  gunpowder  in  excess  of  that  "  al- 
lowed to  be  kept,^^  The  phrase  *'have  or  convey"  in  sect.  18  also 
induces  me  to  think  that  in  both  sections  ^*have"  is  synonymous  with 
the  word  that  follows  it,  namely,  "keep"  in  sect.  11,  and  *' convey"  in 
sect.  18 ;  and  I  am  strengthened  in  that  view  by  the  observation  of 
my  brother  Mellor  that  sect.  11  seems  directed  against  persons  keep- 
ing above  a  certain  quantity  of  gunpowder ;  which  shows  the  kind 
of  keeping  that  was  meant,  that  is  to  say,  keeping  in  the  sense  of 
"storing,"  But  one  very  strong  matter  to  my  mind  is,  that  both  in 
the  preamble  and  throughout  the  Act  "keeping"  and  "carrying"  are 
kept  distinct.  The  preamble  recites  that  it  is  necessary  to  make  re- 
gulations for  the  "  keeping  and  carriage"  of  gunpowder ;  and  in  the 
Act  we  find  one  set  of  sections  relating  to  "  keeping,"  and  another  to 
"  carrying."  • 

The  purposes  of  trade  render  it  necessary  that  gunpowder  should 
pass  through  London :  and  it  appears  to  me  that  it  may  make  a  halt 
there  without  infringing  this  section  of  the  statute.  No  doubt  there 
is  great  weight  in  Mr.  Hannen's  argument,  that  there  would  be  a 
*6S21  S^^^  stock  of  gunpowder  kept  in  one  place  in  the  *metropolis 
-I  for  a  long  time,  or  perhaps  always,  seeing  that  as  some  parcels 
went  out  others  might  come  in.  But  on  the  other  side  the  argument  is 
unanswerable  that,  either  in  the  carriage  of  gunpowder  by  railways 
as  now,  or  by  vehicles  as  was  the  practice  when  this  Act  was  passed, 
there  must  be  halting  places  for  it,  and  I  do  not  see  here  any  provi- 
sion against  them.  We  need  not  decide,  when  a  party  receives  gun- 
powder in  the  course  of  transit  for  a  necessary  halt,  how  long  a  delay 
would  become  a  "keeping"  within  this  Act.  I  bm  inclined  to  think 
it  would  be  so  if  he  kept  it  for  an  unreasonable  time;  and  the  2l8t 
section,  which  allows  eighteen  hours  as  the  reasonable  time  for  un- 
loading gunpowder  from  barges,  &c.,  seems  to  afibrd  an  analogy.  Now 
it  is  very  properly  found  by  the  case  that  the  warehouse  where  this 
gunpowder  was  received  was  a  mere  "temporary  halting  place"  dur- 
ing a  transit;  and  it  might  with  propriety  be  called  a  transit  shed. 
To  deposit  gunpowder  there  for  a  reasonable  time  is  no  offence  under 
this  section ;  if  it  is  an  offence  within  the  Act  at  all  it  must  be  under 
the  section  against  carrying  gunpowder. 

Mellob,  J.  (the  only  other  Judge  present),  concurred. 

Judgment  for  the  appellant.(a) 

(a)  The  12  0.  3,  o.  61,  is  now  replaced  by  S3  k  24  Viot  e.  139. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  &  SMITH.    Q.  B. 


538 


»LAWBENCE,  Clerk,  Appellant,  The  Churchwardens  and  r».„Q 
Overseers  of  the  Parish  of  TOLLESHUNT  KNIGHTS,  L  ^^^ 
Respondents.    May  7. 

Tithe  rent  charge. — Poor  rale, — Bumtkbent. — District  parish. 

An  ineamb«Dt,  owiMr  of  a  tithe  rent  charge,  who  roluntariljr  endows  a  Disiriot  pariah  formed, 
for  ipiritnal  purposef ,  out  of  part  of  his  own  parish,  by  granting  to  the  minister  of  such  new 
Distriot  parish  a  rent  charge  charged  on  the  tithe  rent  charge,  is  not  entitled,  in  an  assessment 
to  the  poor  rate,  to  claim  a  deduction  from  the  total  amonnt  of  tithe  rent  charge  in  respect  of 
the  portion  which  he  has  thns  granted  away. 

Special  case,  under  12  k  13  Yict.  c.  45,  s.  11. 

This  was  an  appeal  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Lawrence,  clerk,  herein- 
after called  the  appellant,  against  a  certain  rate  or  assessment,  entitled 
**  An  assessment  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Tolleshunt 
Knights,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  for  other  purposes  chargeable 
thereon  according  to  la.w,"  made,  assessed  and  confirmed  in  Decem- 
ber, 1860,  after  the  rate  of  9d.  in  the  pound,  whereby  the  appellant 
was  rated  and  assessed  as  the  owner  and  occupier  of  the  following 
property  for  the  amount  and  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say : 


Name  of 
Occupier. 

Name  of 
Owner. 

of  Property 
rated. 

Name  of 

Situation  of 

Property. 

EiUmated 
Kxtent. 

Qron 

Estimated 

Bental. 

Bateable 
Talue. 

Bmw.  a  Law. 
reoce^ 

HlmMli: 
Ditto. 

and  bnild- 

Bent  charge 
at  6681. 

TheBectoiy. 
Commuted. 

8  a.  0  r.  15  p. 

422. 10c.  6d. 
6852. 18<.  Od. 

m,bt,Od. 
4S6L09.0d, 

appellant  was  by  the  assessment  charged  with  the   v^^qa 
mms  of  IZ.  6a.  SJrf.  and  18t  135.  9rf.,  being  at  the  •■  ^^* 


♦And  the  i 
respective  sums 

rate  of  9d.  in  the  pound  upon  the  assessment  of  35^.  55.  and  4857. 
respectively. 

The  appellant  gave  notice  of  appeal  against  such  assessment  for  the 
following  amongst  other  reasons. 

Because  the  appellant,  if  liable  to  be  rated  and  assessed  as  the 
owner  or  occupier  of  any  property  within  the  said  parish  was  over- 
rated in  respect  of  the  yearly  value  and  profits  thereof. 

The  appellant  is  the  rector  of  Tolleshunt  Knights,  and,  as  such,  is 
seised  and  possessed  of  the  tithe  commutation  rent  charge  and  glebe 
belonging  to  the  rectory,  subject  nevertheless  to  the  operation  and 
effect  of  a  certain  indenture  duly,  made  and  executed,  and  bearing 
date  the  lOtb  June,  1858,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied  and  was 
intended  to  form  part  of  the  case. 

The  District  of  Tiptree  Heath  was  duly  constituted  as  mentioned 
in  that  indenture,  and  comprises  portions  of  six  parishes  (one  of  such 
parishes  being  the  parish  of  Tolleshunt  Knights),  and  contains  alto- 
gether a  population  of  894. 

The  population  of  the  said  several  portions  of  six  parishes  was  as 
under : 
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Portions  of  tbe  parishes  of  popoiationi. 

Inworth 488 

Tolleshunt  Knights     .        .        •        ,        .        .        .156 

Great  Wigborough 127 

ToUesbury 68 

Messing 60 

Tolleshunt  D'Arcj 7 

901 

*5851  *The  whole  pjopulation  of  Tolleshunt  Knights,  according  to 
^  the  last  census,  is  371,  and  that  of  Inworth  717. 

The  whole  gross  estimated  rental  of  the  parish  of  Tolleshunt  Knights 
(including  the  cottages,  which  were  rated  at  one  fourth  less  than  other 
property  J  is  26692^  of  which  the  tithe  rent  charge  was  585^.,  and  the 
glebe  42/. 

The  endowment  of  the  minister  of  the  District  church  consists  of 
the  yearly  rent  charge  or  sum  of  1502.,  granted  by  the  said  indenture ; 
free  and  clear  from  all  deductions,  taxes,  charges,  rates,  assessments 
and  compositions  whatsoever,  (except  on  account  of  the  income  tax  on 
property,  if  any):  together  with  the  tithe  rent  charge  upon  about 
sixty-two  acres  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Great  Wigborough  and  a  par- 
sonage house  and  glebe  land. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  rectory  house,  buildings,  and  land  oc- 
cupied by  the  appellant  in  the  parish  of  Tolleshunt  Knights  was 
admitted  to  be  35/.  5^.,  as  assessed. 

The  gross  estimated  rental  or  amount  of  the  tithe  commutation  rent 
charge  of  the  appellant  at  the  time  of  the  rate  was  585/.  ISs. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  the  rateable  value  of  the  tithe  commutation 
rent  charge,  the  respondents  made  the  following  deductions : 

Four  Poor  Bates  and  two  Highway  Sates 

Collecting  and  Losses  on  Tithe  at  5/.  per  cent,  on  585/.  IBs, 

Synodals  and  Procurations 

Yearly  tenths  


^^9^1  '*'It  was  admitted  that  such  deductions  were  correct ;  but  the 
-I  appellant  claimed  also  to  have  deducted,  in  estimating  the  rate- 
able value  of  the  tithe  commutation  rent  charge,  the  amount  of  the 
yearly  rent  charge  or  sum  granted  to  the  minister  of  the  District 
church  of  Tiptree  Heath,  charged  thereon  by  the  indenture,  and  paid 
by  him. 

If,  in  estimating  the  rateable  value  of  the  tithe  commutation  rent 
charge,  deduction  should  be  made  in  respect  of  such  yearly  rent  charge 
or  sum  payable  under  the  indenture  to  the  minister  of  the  District 
church,  then  the  rateable  value  of  the  tithe  commutation  rent  charge 
would  stand  (subject  to  the  question  as  to  expenses  of  collection,  &c.) 
at  354/.  on  the  following  calculation,  viz. : 


£     s. 

d. 

69     6 

6 

,     29     7 

9 

0  10 

0 

1  13 

10 

£100  18 

0 
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£      8.     d. 
Gross  estimated  value  of  Tithe  Rent  Charge       .        .        585  18     0 
Less  the  following  deductions: 
Foar  Poor  Rates  and  two  Highway  Rates       £50     2 
Collection  of  Tithe  and  Losses  at  bl,  per 

cent,  on  585^.  18* 29    7    9 

Synodals  and  Procurations        .         .        .  0  10    0 

Yearly  tenths 1  18     0 

Yearly  rent  charge  on  sura  payable  to 
District  minister  under  the  said  In- 
denture                150    0    0 

281  12    9 

Leaving  rateable  value        •        •        .        .        .      £854    0    0 

Subject  to  this  question,  viz.,  that,  if  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion 
tnat  the  deduction  of  bl.  per  cent,  for  the  expense  of  and  loss  on  collec- 
tion of  the  tithe  rent  charge  •should  not  be  made  on  the  whole  r#coiT 
Bom  of  585Z.  18*.,  being  the  gross  amount  of  the  tithe  commuta-  ^ 
tion  rent  charge,  but  only  upon  the  residue  of  that  amount  after  de- 
ducting 1502.,  the  amount  of  the  yearly  rent  charge  or  sum  payable  to 
the  District  minister  under  the  indenture,  then  the  rateable  value  of 
such  tithe  commutation  rent  charge  was  to  be  taken  at  8602.  and  no 
more. 

But  if  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  no  deduction  ought  to 
be  made  in  respect  of  such  yeafly  rent  charge  or  sum  payable  to  the 
District  minister,  then  the  rateable  value  of  such  tithe  commutation 
rent  charge  was  as  assessed  by  the  respondents. 

It  was  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  appellant,  that  he  was  over* 
rated  in  respect  of  the  annual  value  of  the  tithe  commutation  rent 
charge,  because,  in  estimating  the  rateable  value  thereof,  no  deduction 
or  allowance  had  been  made  in  respect  of  the  yearly  rent  charge  or 
Sam  which  he  had  paid  and  was  liable  to  pay  thereout  to  the  minister 
of  the  District  church  of  Tiptree  Heath  under  and  by  virtue  of  the 
indenture. 

The  respondents,  on  the  other  hand,  contended  that,  in  estimating 
the  rateable  value  of  such  titlie  commutation  rent  charge,  the  deduc- 
tion claimed  by  the  appellant  in  respect  of  such  yearly  rent  charge  or 
8um  ought  not  to  be  made. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  this  Court  was  whether,  in  estimat- 
ing the  amount  at  which  the  appellant  ought  to  be  rated  or  as.^essed 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Tolleshunt  Knights  in  respect 
of  the  rateable  value  of  the  tithe  commutation  rent  charge,  deduction 
ought  or  ought  not  to  be  made  in  *re8pect  of  the  yearly  rent  r^r^QQ 
charge  or  sum  charged  thereon  and  payable  thereout  under  ^ 
the  indenture  to  the  minister  of  the  District  church  in  addition  to  the 
other  deductions  made  by  the  respondents  as  above  stated  in  estimat- 
ing such  rateable  value. 

The  case  was  argued  in  Hilary  Term,  on  the  25th  January,  before 
Cockburu,  C.  J.,  Wightman,  J.  (who  left  before  it  was  concluded), 
Crompton  and  Mellor,  JJ. 

Cokridye,  for  the  respondents. — The  incumbent  is  liable  to  be  rated 
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for  the  full  value  of  his  tithe  commutation  rent  charge.  Hia  having 
agreed,  under  the  stats.  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  113,  4  4  5  Vict.  c.  89,  and  ft  &. 
7  Vict.  c.  37,  to  charge  it  with  a  rent  charge  for  the  minister  of  a  new 
district  parish  formed  out  of  part  of  his  own  parish,  makes  no  differ- 
ence, seeing  that  that  act  was  done  by  him  voluntarily,  without  com- 
pulsion,  and  he  is  consequently  in  the  same  position  as  any  private 
individual  who  grants  a  rent  charge  issuing  out  of  his  land. 

Goodchild,  appellant,  The  Trustees  of  St.  John,  Hackney,  respond- 
ents, E.  B.  4  E.  1  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  96),  may  be  cited ;  but  there  the 
deduction  made  by  the  clergyman  from  his  income  was  forced  upon 
him.  The  appellant  will  perhaps  rely  on  the  following  passage  of  the 
judgment  in  that  case,  pp.  48-9 : — "  Mr.  Goodchild  is  stated  to  be  the 
rector  of  a  parish  containing,  in  the  last  parliamentary  census,  a 
population  of  14,304  souls.  Besides  the  parish  church  is  a  District 
church  or  chapel,  built  for  the  use  of  a  District  in  the  parish  contain- 
^^oqi  ing  above  *5000  souls.  He  employs  one  curate  at  a  salary  of 
^  1601,  per  annum ;  and  he  also  pays  &0L  a  year  towards  the 
support  of  the  minister  of  this  District  church  or  chapel.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  claims  to  be  allowed,  under  the  head  of  expenses, 
first,  for  the  50Z. ;  secondly,  for  the  curate's  salary ;  and  thirdly,  100/. 
for  his  personal  services  as  the  officiating  minister  of  the  parish.  We 
intimated,  in  the  course  of  the  argument,  that  the  facts  found  as  to  the 
payment  of  the  601.  were  not  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  give  an  uncon- 
ditional answer  to  the  question  raised.  The  case  does  not  disclose  the 
cliaracter  of  the  payment.  If  Mr.  Goodchild  voluntarily  contributes 
this  sum  towards  the  maintenance  of  a  clergyman  for  the  District,  and 
may,  if  he  pleases,  withdraw  it,  however  laudable  the  contribution 
may  be,  be  can  no  more  claim  any  allowance  in  respect  of  it  than  he 
could  for  any  portion  of  his  income  which  he  devotes  to  charitable 
purposes.  On  the  other  hand,  this  chapel  may  have  been  built,  and 
a  District  set  apart,  under  some  one  of  the  many  Acts  of  Parliament 
which  have  been  passed  with  a  view  to  church  extension ;  and  by  Mr. 
Goodchild  himselr,  or  one  of  his  predecessors,  a  certain  amount  of  the 
rent  charge  may  have  been  virtually  separated  from  the  residue  as 
part  of  the  endowment.  In  such  case,  though  he  may  with  one  hand 
receive  the  60^,  yet  he  may  be  bound  to  pay  it  with  the  other,  so  that, 
in  substance,  it  is  not  his.  And,  quite  apart  from  the  provisions  of 
the  statute,  he  ought  not  to  be  rated  for  it ;  for  it  is  not  beneficially 
in  his  occupation,  any  more  than  if  it  had  been  a  portion  of  the  glebe 
which  he  had  given  up  for  the  same  purpose.  If  any  one  would  be 
rateable  for  this,  it  would  be,  not  Mr.  Goodchild,  but  the  minister  of 
*5401  ^^^  District  church.  It  does  not  appear  to  us  *that  this  roinis- 
J  ter  can  be  considered  one  of  Mr.  GcKxlchild's  stipendiary  curates 
consistently  with  the  statement."  But  the  cases  of  Frend,  appellant, 
The  Churchwardens  of  Tolleshunt  Knights,  respondents, .  1  £.  &  E. 
753  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  102),  and  Regina  v.  Groves,  29  L.  J.  M.  C.  179, 
t)  Jur.  N.  S.  1014,  are  at  variance  with  Goodchild,  appellant.  The 
Trustees  of  St.  John,  Hackney,  respondents,  E.  B.  &  E.  1  (E.  C.  L.  R. 
vol.  96).  There  is  a  difierence  between  a  stipend  paid  to  a  curate  and 
a  grant  to  a  District  for  the  endowment  of  its  minister.  Moreover, 
here,  the  incumbent  has  conveyed  this  District  rent  charge  free  from 
all  rates  and  charges ;  and  as  Frend,  appellant,  The  Churchwardens 
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of  Tolleshunt  Knights,  respondents,  1  E.  &  E.  758  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol. 
102),  has  decided  that  such  a  rent  charge  is  not  rateable  in  the  hands 
of  the  District  minister,  the  consequence  would  be  that,  if  the  present 
rate  is  not  upheld,  this  property  would  not  be  rateable  at  all,  which 
is  contrary  to  the  policy  of  the  laws. 

Fieldt  contrJl. — This  was  not  a  voluntary  appropriation  made  by 
the  incumbent  in  ease  of  himself;  and  Gooachild,  appellant,  The 
Trustees  of  St.  John,  Hackney,  respondents,  E.  B.  &  E.  1  (E.  C.  L.  R. 
vol.  96),  is  therefore  applicable,  the  principle  of  which  was  upheld  in 
Williams,  appellant.  The  Churchwardens  of  Llangein wen,  respondents, 
1  B.  &  S.  699  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  101).  Regina  v.  Groves,  29  L.  J.  M. 
C.  179,  6  Jur.  N.  S.  1014,  is  distinguishable,  for  there  the  appropria- 
tion was  not  made  by  the  defendant  in  his  character  of  clergyman. 

Coleridge,  in  reply,  observed  that  Williams,  appellant.  The  Church- 
wardens of  Llangeinwen,  respondents.  1  B.  &  S.  699  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol. 
101),  *was  distinguishable  in  this,  that  that  was  the  Ciise  of  two  r^c^i 
parishes  forming  one  benefice  from  time  immemorial.  He  '■ 
relied  on  Wheeler,  appellant,  The  Churchwardens  of  Burmington, 
respondents,  1  B.  &  S.  709  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  101),  in  which  this  Court 
intimated  that  the  principle  of  Goodchild,  appellant.  The  Trustees  of 
St.  John,  Hackney,  respondents,  E.  B.  &  E.  1  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96), 
ought  not  to  be  extended.  Our,  adv.  vuU. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

CocKBURN,  C.  J. — The  question  in  this  case  is  whether  an  incum- 
bent, owner  of  a  tithe  rent  charge,  who  voluntarily  endows  a  district 
parish  formed  for  spiritual  purposes,  out  of  part  of  his  own  parish, 
by  granting  to  the  minister  of  such  new  district  parish  a  rent  charge 
charged  on  the  tithe  rent  charge,  under  the  Acts  of  3  &  4  Vict.  c.  113, 
4  &  5  Vict.  c.  89,  and  6  &  7  Vict.  c.  87,  can  claim,  in  an  assessment  to 
the  poor  rate,  to  have  a  deduction  made  from  the  total  amount  of 
tithe  rent  charge,  in  respect  of  the  portion  which  he  has  thus  granted 
away.  We  are  of  opinion  that  he  cannot,  and  that  he  is  properly 
assessable  in  respect  of  the  entire  tithe  rent  charge. 

It  is  true  that  it  has  been  held,  in  the  case  of  Goodchild,  appellant, 
The  Trustees  of  St.  John,  Hackney,  respondents,  E.  B.  &  E.  1  (E.  C. 
L.  R.  vol.  96),  that  an  incumbent  entitled  to  tithe  rent  charge  who 
employs  a  curate,  either  because  he  is  compelled  by  the  bishop  to  do 
so,  or  because  the  magnitude  of  the  cure  properly  requires  it,  is  en- 
titled to  have  the  stipend  of  such  curate  deducted  from  the  assessable 
*value  of  the  tithe  rent  charge.  But  we  are  of  opinion,  (as,  r^e^Ao 
indeed,  we  intimated  in  the  recent  case  of  Wheeler,  appellant,  *- 
The  Churchwardens  of  Burmington,  respondents,  1  B.  &  S.  709  (E.  C. 
L.  R.  vol.  101)),  that  the  principle  of  the  decision  in  Goodchild,  appel- 
lant, The  Trustees  of  St.  John,  Hackney,  respondents,  E.  B.  &  E.  1 
(E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96),  ought  to  be  carried  no  farther.  We  think  it 
ought  not  to  be  applied  to  a  case  where  the  owner  of  tithe  rent  charge 
voluntarily  parts  with  a  portion  by  creating  a  rent  charge  on  it  to 
endow  another  minister.  PrimS  facie,  tithe  rent  charge,  like  any  other 
real  property  in  a  parish,  is  to  contribute  to  the  poor  rate.  But,  if 
the  contention  of  the  present  appellant  were  to  prevail,  so  much  of 
the  tithe  rent  charge  as  has  been  charged  for  the  endowment  of  the 
new  district  parish  would  be  withdrawn  from  contribution  to  the  rate. 
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For,  the  amount  assigned  to  the  minister  of  the  district  parish  is  not 
assessable  in  his  hands.  No  portion  of  the  tithe  rent  charge  itself  has 
been  conveyed  to  him, — a  charge  only  on  the  tithe  rent  charge  has 
been  created  by  the  grant.  If,  therefore,  the  amount  of  the  charge  in 
favour  of  the  new  minister  is  not  assessable  in  the  hands  of  the  appel- 
lant, it  ce<ases  to  be  assessable  at  all;  a  state  of  things  of  the  injustice 
and  inconvenience  of  which  the  parish  would  certainly  have  a  right 
to  complain. 

Tt  is  unnecessary  to  consider  the  case  as  between  the  appellant  and 
the  minister  of  the  new  district.  It,  no  doubt,  seems  hard  that  the 
owner  of  the  tithe  rent  charge,  having,  to  his  own  loss,  granted  a  por- 
tion of  the  income  thence  arising  for  the  spiritual  benefit  of  the 
*5431  ^*®*"^'»  should  be  further  called  upon  to  pay  poor-rate  *in  re- 
^  spect  of  what  he  has  thus  disinterestedly  given  up.  But  it  is 
obvious  that  protection  against  loss  may  be  secured  in  such  a  case  by 
stipulating  in  the  grant  to  deduct  charges  of  this  nature.  It  may  be 
that,  if  the  grant  were  silent,  independently  of  any  such  stipulation 
the  grantor  might  be  entitled  to  deduct  the  amount  of  the  rate  from 
the  sum  payable.  In  the  present  instance,  however,  the  rector  has 
expressly  agreed  to  pay  the  amount  granted  free  of  all  rates  and 
charges.     No  such  question  could  therefore  arise  between  the  parties. 

As  regards  the  question  between  the  appellant  and  the  parish,  we 
are  of  opinion  that  the  appellant  has  been  properly  rated,  and  our 
judgment  will  therefore  be  for  the  respondents. 

Judgment  for  the  respondents. 


In  the  matter  of  The  Local  Government  Act,  1858. 
MATLOCK  BATH  District.    April  28. 

Loccd  Government  Act,  1858,  21  db  22  Vint,  e.  98,  s,  14. — Leas  place  included  vnikin 

jp-taier. 

M.  B.,  a  DUtriot  not  having  any  aacertained  or  defined  bonndary,  and  a  portion  of  the  piirish 
of  M.,  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  an  order,  under  sect  16 
of  The  Local  Oovernment  Act,  1868, 21  A  22  Vict.  c.  98.,  settling  its  boundaries  for  the  purposes 
of  that  Act,  and  subsequently  adopted  the  Act  within  t4ie  District.  Afterwards  the  parish  of 
H.,  adopted  the  Act.  The  Court  refused  a  mandamus  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  publish  the 
notice  of  the  adoption  of  the  Act  by  M.  B.  District,  under  sect.  10 :  holding  that  sect.  14  applied 
to  places  the  boundaries  of  which  were  settled  by  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  there- 
fore that  the  District  of  M.  B.  could  not  adopt  the  Act  unless  the  parish  of  M.  had  refused  to 
do  so. 

This  was  an  application  for  a  rule  calling  upon  the  Bight  Honour- 
able Sir  George  Grey,  Bart.,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  principal  Secre- 
»"441  ^^"®s  ^^  State,  to  show  *cause  why  a  mandamus  should  not 
^  issue,  addressed  to  him,  commanding  him  to  cause  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  London  Gazette,  pursuant  to  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1858,  21  &  22  Vict.  c.  98,  s.  19,  a  notice  of  the  adoption  of  that 
Act  by  the  Matlock  Bath  District,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  under  the 
provisions  of  that  Act. 

Before  the  order  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, the  District  of  Matlock  Bath  was  a  portion  of  the  parish  of 
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Matlock,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  unconnected  with  and  at  a  distance 
from  the  town  of  Matlock,  and  not  having  any  ascertained  or  defined 
boundary.  Within  the  last  few  years  the  population  of  Matlock  Bath 
had  much  increased,  many  new  dwelling-hoases  had  been  erected 
there,  and  a  considerable  tract  of  land  had  been  recently  laid  out  for 
building  purposes.  The  want  of  efficient  mfians  of  local  government 
having  given  rise  to  much  inconvenience,  a  meeting  of  the  owners 
and  ratepayers  of  Matlock  Bath  was  held,  on  20th  September,  1861, 
to  consider  what  measures  might  be  taken  to  obviate  such  inconveni- 
ence, and  at  that  meeting  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  neces- 
sary proceedings  should  be  taken  to  enable  the  owners  and  ratepayers 
to  adopt  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1858.  A  peti- 
tion was  accordingly  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  16th  section,  stating  the  proposed  boundaries  of  Matlock  Bath, 
and  signed  by  one-tenth  of  the  ratepayers  resident  within  such  bound- 
aries; which  petition  was,  on  the  2d  October,  1861,  addressed  and 
sent  to  Sir  George  Grey,  Bart.,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secre- 
taries of  State,  praying  him  to  settle  the  boundary  of  Matlock  Bath 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  and  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  thereof 
in  that  place.  The  petition  was  duly  received  by  the  *Secretary  r^gig 
of  State,  and  he  directed  inquiries  to  be  made,  in  accordance  '- 
with  the  Act,  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  petition,  and  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  boundaries  proposed  and  described  therein,  and  after  the 
proper  notice  had  been  given,  such  inquiry  was  duly  made  by  the  in- 
spector appointed  for  that  purpose,  who  duly  reported  thereon  to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

On  the  9th  November,  1861,  having  considered  the  petition  and 
the  report  made  thereon,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  16th  section  of  the 
Act,  the  Secretary  of  State  made  an  order  "  settling  the  boundaries 
of  the  District  of  Matlock  Bath,  for  the  purposes  of  The  Local  Gov- 
ernment Act,  1858,"  by  which  he  ordered  :  1.  That  from  and  after  the 
date  thereof,  the  boundary  thereinafter  described  and  shown  upon  the 

£lan  thereunto  annexed  should  form  the  boundary  of  the  District  of 
[atlock  Bath  for  the  purpose  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1858, 
and  the  parts  included  within  the  said  boundary  should  thenceforth, 
for  the  purposes  of  such  Act,  be  deemed  to  be  a  place  with  a  known 
and  defined  boundary,  and  might  adopt  the  Act  accordingly.  [The 
boundaries  were  then  described.]  2.  That  Mr.  Edward  Wheatcroft, 
a  resident  in  Matlock  Bath,  should  be  the  summoning  officer,  and 
take  all  such  steps  as  might  be  necessary  under  the  Act  for  convening 
a  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  District  to  decide  as  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Act  within  the  boundary  of  the  District  of  Matlock  Bath 
as  settled  by  that  order. 

On  the  13tb  November,  1861,  in  accordance  with  a  requisition  in 
writing,  and  signed  by  more  than  twenty  ratepayers  and  owners  of 
and  resident  within  the  District  of  Matlock  Bath,  a  public  meeting 
of  the  owners  *and  ratepayers  of  and  in  the  District  was  duly  r+x^g 
convened  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  to  determine  whether  ^ 
the  Act  should  be  adopted  in  the  District.  The  meeting  was  duly 
held  on  the  18th  of  November,  and  it  was  resolved  unanimously  that 
the  Local  Government  Act  should  be  adopted  in  the  District  of  Mat- 
lock Bath;  and  notice  thereof  was  given,  according  to  the  Act ;  du- 
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plicates  whereof  were  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  duly  posted 
up  and  published. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  Act  for  the  District  of  Matlock  Bath,  the 
Act  was  adopted  for  the  parish  of  Matlock,  at  a  public  meeting  held 
therein. 

Qn  the  5th  February,  1862,  an  application  was  made  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  by  the  Local  Board  for  the  District  of  Matlock  Bath, 
requesting  him  to  publish  in  the  Gazette,  as  directed  by  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1858,  the  notice  of  the  adoption  of  the  Act  by  that 
District;  and  on  the  7th  February,  the  Board  received  a  letter  dated 
"Local  Government  Act  Office,  February  6th,  1862,"  and  purporting 
to  be  written  by  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  stated 
that,  as  Matlock  parish  had  also  given  notice  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Act  simultaneously  with  Matlock  Bath  District,  there  was  a  doubt 
arising  under  the  14th  section  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  as  to 
the  power  of  a  District  in  the  position  of  the  Matlock  Bath  District 
to  adopt  the  Local  Government  Act  without  the  previous  refusal  to 
adopt  by  the  parish  in  which  it  was  situated,  viz.  the  parish  of  Mat- 
lock; and,  as  the  Secretary  of  State  had  no  power  of  himself  to  decide 
the  point,  he  declined  to  insert  in  the  Gazette  the  notice  of  adoption 
♦"^^Tl  ^y  Matlock  Bath  District  with  a  view  to  the  *decision  by  the 
^  -I  proper  legal  tribunal  of  the  question,  as  to  the  right  of  the 
District  to  adopt. 

Lvsh  (with  him  Garth),  in  support  of  the  application. — By  sect.  12 
of  The  Local  Government  Act,  21  k  22  Vict.  c.  98,  *'  This  Act  may 
be  adopted, 

**  (1.)  In  corporate  boroughs  to  which  The  Public  Health  Act,  1848, 
has  not  been  applied,  by  a  resolution  of  the  council  assembled  at  a 
meeting  held  for  the  purpose :"  &c. 

"(2.)  In  other  places  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Board  of  Improve- 
ment Commissioners,  where  all  or  part  of  the  Commissioners  are 
fleeted  by  ratepayers,  or  by  owners  and  ratepayers,  by  a  resolution 
of  such  Improvement  Commissioners  assembled  at  a  meeting  held  for 
the  purpose." 

*'(3.)  In  all  other  places  having  a  known  or  defined  boundary,  by 
a  resolution  of  the  owners  and  ratepayers." 

Sect.  14.  ^'In  cases  where  any  place  hereby  authorized  to  adopt 
this  Act  includes  within  its  limits  any  less  place  which,  if  it  were  not 
so  included,  would  of  itself  be  authorized  to  adopt  this  Act,  such  less 
place  shall  not  be  entitled  to  adopt  this  Act  unless  the  greater  place 
within  the  limits  of  which  it  is  included  has  refused  to  adopt  the 
same,  or  unless  it  has  been  determined  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Prin- 
cipal Secretaries  of  State,  in  manner  hereinafter  mentioned,  that  such 
less  place  ought,  as  respects  the  adoption  of  this  Act,  to  be  excluded 
from  the  limits  of  such  greater  place." 

Sect.  16.  '*(1.)  Any  place  not  having  a  known  or  defined  boundary 
may  petition  one  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  to  settle 
its  boundary  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act:" 

^. .  g-|       **'  (2.)  The  petition  shall  state  the  proposed  boundaries  of 
■*   the  place,  shall  be  signed  by  one-tenth  of  the  ratepayers  resi- 
dent within  such  boundaries,  and  sliall  be  supported  by  such  evidence 
as  the  Secretary  of  State  may  require :" 
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"  (3.)  Upon  the  receipt  of  such  petition  the  Secretary  of  State  may 
direct  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  petition,  and  as 
to  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  boundaries ;  and" 

"(4.)  Fourteen  days'  notice  of  the  time,  place,  and  subject  of  such 
inquiry  shall  be  given  in  the  place  to  which  it  refers:" 

**(5.)  The  said  Secretary  of  State  may,  upon  consideration  of  the 
matter,  either  dismiss  the  petition  altogether,  or  make  order  as  to  the 
boundaries  of  the  place:  He  may  also  make  order  as  to  the  costs  of 
the  proceedings  under  this  section  and  the  parties  by  whom  such  costs 
are  to  be  borne :" 

"(6.)  Any  place  the  boundaries  of  which  have  been  settled  in  pur- 
suance of  the  foregoing  provisions  shall  thenceforth,  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Act,  be  deemed  to  be  a  place  with  a  known  and  defined  bound- 
ary, and  may  adopt  this  Act  accordingly ;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  it  so  to  do  a  summoning  officer  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
order  settling  the  boundaries,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  forthwith  to  take 
all  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  for  convening  a  meeting  of  the 
ratepayers  to  decide  as  to  the  adoption  of  this  Act ;"  &c. 

By  sect.  17,  In  cases  where  a  resolution  adopting  the  Act  has  been 
passed  in  any  place,  if  a  certain  proportion  of  the  owners  and  rate- 
payers of  such  place  ''are  desirous  that  the  whole  or  any  part  of  such 
place  shall  be  excluded  from  the  operation  of  this  Act,  they  may  pre- 
sent a  *petition  to  one  of  Her  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  (■♦c^g 
of  State,  appealing  against  ^uch  resolution,  and  praying  that  ^ 
such  exclusion  may  be  made:"  and  such  petition  shall,  where  the 
exclusion  of  part  of  a  place  is  prayed  for,  state  the  part  of  the  place 
proposed  to  be  excluded,  and  the  reasons  for  such  exclusion ;  and, 
upon  the  receipt  of  any  such  petition,  the  Secretary  of  State  may 
direct  inquiry  in  the  proposed  District  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the 
petition,  and  the  matters  alleged  therein ;  and  shall  make  order  with 
respect  to  the  matter  in  question  on  such  appeal,  and  such  order  shall 
be  binding  on  the  place  in  respect  of  which  it  is  made. 

Section  14  has  a  direct  reference  to  sect.  12 :  it  describes  the  less 
place  as  one  which,  if  not  included  within  the  limits  of  the  larger, 
would  *'of  itself"  be  authorized  to  adopt  the  Act,  and  applies  to  the 
places,  mentioned  in  sect.  12,  ^*  having  a  known  or  defined  boundary," 
such  as  townships  or  hamlets  included  within  the  limits  of  a  parish. 
Sect.  16  applies  to  a  different  class  of  cases,  and  virtually  excludes 
smaller  places  included  within  the  limits  of  larger;  for,  when  the 
boundaries  of  a  place  which  had  no  known  or  defined  boundary  have 
been  settled  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  place  may  adopt  the  Act 
"accordingly,"  that  is,  according  to  his  order.  If  sect.  16  is  not  con- 
strued as  excluding  such  places,  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  sect. 
14.  [CocKBUBN,  G.  J. — Suppose  two  cases  of  a  less  place  included 
within  the  limits  of  a  larger,  one  of  them  having  a  known  or  defined 
boundary  and  the  other  not:  when  the  latter  has,  under  sect.  16, 
become  a  place  with  a  known  and  defined  boundary,  they  must  both 
be  upon  the  same  footing  with  reference  to  sect.  14.  Why  should  the 
latter  be  in  a  better  position  with  reference  to  the  adoption  of  the  Act 
♦than  the  former?]  In  either  case  an  inquiry,  at  the  instance  pc^Q 
of  the  less  place  objecting  to  be  included  in  the  larger,  is  to  be  '• 
instituted  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  inquiry  is  not  to  be 
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repeated.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  decided  the  question  whether 
this  District  should  have  a  known  and  defined  boundary.  [Cromp- 
TON,  J. — The  Secretary  of  State  has  no  power  to  order  anything  about 
the  adoption  of  the  Act.  Cockburn,  C.  J. — The  petition  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  under  sect.  16,  is  only  for  setting  out  the  boundary,  not 
for  the  adoption  of  the  Act,  and  it  is  an  ex  parte  proceeding:  the 
Secretary  of  State,  having  settled  the  boundary,  becomes  functus 
officio.]  One  of  the  elements  for  the  consideratian  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  settling  the  boundary  is  whether  the  place  should  be  a 
District  authorized  to  adopt  the  Act, — he  cannot  take  into  considera- 
tion whether  it  ought  to  have  a  defined  boundary  without  considering 
what  the  effect  of  that  would  be  with  reference  to  its  becoming  such 
a  District.  Sect.  16  is  the  only  one  which  separates  a  place  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  it  to  adopt  the  Act.  Sect.  17  gives  an  appeal 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  the  place 
altogether  from  the  operation  of  the  Act.  [Crompton,  J. — Sect.  17 
clearly  applies  to  all  the  preceding  sections,  and  is  referred  to  at  the 
end  of  sect.  14.  But  the  two  questions  are  different — whether  the 
place  is  a  township  or  hamlet  which  ought  to  be  excluded  from  the 
limits  of  a  larger  place,  or  whether,  with  reference  to  the  whole  area 
in  which  a  resolution  adopting  the  Act  has  been  passed,  a  part  of  it 
should  be  excluded  from  the  operation  of  the  Act]  The  question 
whether  it  is  fit  that  one  part  should  be  severed  from  another  must 
be  inquired  into  in  both  cases. 

*"fin  *CocKBURN,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be 
^^^J  no  rule.  The  terms  of  stat.  21  &  22  Vict.  c.  98,  s.  14,  are  gen- 
eral,  and  apply  to  any  place  in  a  position  to  adopt  the  Act.  The  Dis- 
trict which  makes  the  present  application  has  brought  itself  within 
the  prohibition  in  that  section  by  obtaining  an  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  settling  its  boundaries,  and  therefore  is  not  entitled  to  adopt 
the  Act,  there  having  been  no  refusal  to  adopt  it  by  the  greater  place 
within  the  limits  of  which  that  District  is  included.  The  argument 
of  Mr.  Lush  arises  on  sect.  16,  which  relates  to  a  place  which  hitherto 
has  not  had  a  known  or  defined  boundary,  and  enables  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  settle  its  boundaries,  so  that  it  may  be  in  a  position  to  adopt 
the  Act ;  and  Mr.  Lush  says  that,  when  the  Secretary  of  State  has 
done  this,  that  District  has  a  right  to  adopt  the  Act  without  more ; 
in  other  words,  that  the  16th  section  supersedes  the  enactment  of  the 
14th.  But  I  think  that  it  does  not.  The  whole  series  of  sections  is 
to  be  taken  together ;  and  the  expressions  in  article  6  of  the  16th  sec- 
tion mean  no  more  than  that  a  District  which,  being  without  a  known 
or  defined  boundary,  has  its  boundaries  settled  by  an  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  shall  be  in  the  same  category  as  a  place  having 
originally  a  known  or  defined  boundary  without  such  intervention. 
The  difficulty,  if  there  is  any,  arises  from  the  inartistic  arrangement 
of  the  clauses;  but  I  do  not  think  the  mere  fact  of  the  16th  section 
being  subsequent  to  the  14th  is  sufficient  to  raise  any  serious  doubt 
as  to  the  intention  of  the  Legislature. 

*''21       Crompton,  J. — I  am  entirely  of  the  same  opinion.    *In  stat. 

^  ^   21  &  22  Vict.  c.  98,  there  is  a  connected  series  of  sections  from 

the  12th  to  the  16th  inclusive,  having  reference  to  the  adoption  of  the 

Act.     Sect.  12  mentions  three  classes  of  places  which  may  adopt  the 
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Act,  and  contains  different  regulations  as  to  tbe  steps  to  be  taken  by 
each  for  that  purpose.  Sect.  14  is  introduced  to  meet  the  obvious 
difficulty  which  there  would  be  when  one  place  which  has  a  known 
and  defined  boundary  includes  within  its  limits  another  which  also 
has  a  known  and  defined  boundary;  and  it  gives  the  larger  place  the 
first  choice  of  adopting  the  Act.  The  District  which  makes  this  ap- 
plication cannot  adopt  the  Act  unless  it  applies  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  under  sect.  16,  to  settle  its  boundaries.  A  question  has  been 
raised  on  the  location  of  sect.  14, — if  it  had  been  placed  after  sect.  16 
there  could  have  been  no  doubt:  but  I  think  it  is  to  be  construed  as 
if  it  had  been  so  placed.  Then,  sect.  16  having  made  provision  for 
places  not  having  a  known  and  defined  boundary,  a  fourth  class  of 
places  which  shall  be  taken  as  having  a  known  and  defined  boundary 
is  introduced.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  only  to  determine  whether 
the  place  petitioning  him  to  settle  its  boundary  ought  to  have  the 
choice  of  adopting  the  Act;  and,  if  he  settles  its  boundaries  under 
sect.  16,  it  is  brought  into  that  category,  and  may  do  so.  The  smaller 
place  having  made  itself  a  place  with  a  defined  boundary,  can  do 
nothing  until  the  larger  place  has  refused  to  adopt  the  Act. 

Blackburn,  J. — ^I  think  the  construction  of  the  Act  is  clear  when 
sects.  12  to  16  are  read  together.  Sects.  12  and  16  relate  solely  to  the 
boundary  of  places  which  *may  adopt  the  Act.  Sect.  12  r^g-q 
specifies  three  classes  of  such  places.  Sect.  18  provides  how,  '• 
in  each  of  these  classes,  meetings  to  decide  as  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Act  shall  be  summoned;  and, — for  the  present,  passing  over  sects.  14 
and  15, — sect.  16  provides  that  any  place  not  having  a  known  or  de- 
fined boundary  may  petition  the  Secretary  of  State  to  settle  its  boun- 
dary. On  the  receipt  of  the  petition,  he  inquires  not  as  to  the  fitness 
of  the  place  for  adopting  the  Act,  but  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  pro- 
posed boundaries ;  and  then  "  any  place  the  boundaries  of  which  have 
been  settled  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  provisions  shall  thenceforth, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  be  deemed  to  be  a  place  with  a  known 
and  defined  boundary,  and  may  adopt  this  Act  accordingly,"  that  is, 
shall  be  added  to  the  three  classes  mentioned  in  sect.  12 :  it  then  pro- 
vides how,  in  this  fourth  class  of  places,  a  meeting  shall  be  summoned 
to  decide  as  to  the  adoption  of  the  Act.  Sect.  14,  which  in  proper 
style  of  drafting  would  have  been  placed  after  sect.  16,  applies  to  a 
place  including  within  its  limits  a  less  place,  which,  if  it  were  not  so 
included,  would  of  itself  be  authorized  to  adopt  the  Act.  No  doubt 
tlie  District  which  makes  the  present  application,  before  it  had  a  de- 
fined boundary,  was  not  authorized  to  adopt  the  Act;  but,  after  its 
boundary  had  been  settled,  I  am  unable  to  perceive  why  it  should  not 
be  considered  a  place  with  a  known  and  defined  boundary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sect.  16  as  well  as  other  sections.  If  so,  it  is  brought  within 
sect.  14:  and  therefore  it  cannot  adopt  the  Act  until  the  larger  place 
within  the  limits  of  which  it  is  included  has  refused  to  adopt  it.  And, 
if  the  larger  place  does  adopt  the  Act,  *there  is  one  other  way  r*KX4 
of  proceeding,  according  to  which  the  smaller  place  may  be  *■ 
excluded  from  its  operation,  viz.,  by  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
under  sect.  17.  That  section,  which  empowers  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  allow  the  exclusion,  is  quite  as  applicable  to  the  case  in  which  the 
boundary  is  ascertained  by  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State;  under 
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sect.  16,  as  where  the  place  has  a  known  and  defined  boundary  within 
sect.  12.  A  reasonable  scheme  of  legislation  requires  that  this  Dis- 
trict  should  be  construed  to  be  within  sect  14. 
^  Mellob.  J.— Sect.  16  of  stat.  21  &  22  Vict.  c.  98,  contains  provi- 
sions  for  forming  a  freah  class  of  Districts,  the  boundaries  of  which 
are  to  be  settled  by  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Then,  looking 
at  secL  14,  it  will  appear  that  while  the  policy  of  the  Act  is  to  en- 
courage the  formation  of  Districts  adopting  the  Act,  it  is  not  its  policy 
to  multiply  smaller  Districts;  and  I  ao  not  see  why  it  should  intend 
to  make  a  difference  between  Districts  to  be  formed  under  sect.  16 
and  thq^e  which  had  been  already  referred  to  in  sect.  14. 

Bule  refused. 


*!{^K}  *THE  QUEEN,  on  the  prosecution  of  the  Burial  Board  of  the 
^^^J       Parish  of  WALCOT  v.  The  Overseers  of  the  Parish  of  WAL* 
COT.    May  7. 

15  4r  16  Vict.  e.  85,  m.  10.  11.— 20  4r  21  Vtct.  c.  81,  #.  5 — Burial  BoartL-^Parisk 
divided  under  staL  58  G.  3,  c.  45. 

By  f  Ut.  15  k  16'Viot  e.  85,  as.  10, 11,  extaaded  to  the  whole  of  Eagland  by  sUt  16  A  17  AHet 
0, 134,  the  vestry  of  any  parif  h,  having  resolved  that  a  burial  ground  ihall  be  provided  for 
the  parish,  shall  appoint  a  Burial  Board.  By  sect.  52  «<  Parish'  shall  mean  every  place  bariog 
separate  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor."  Mandamus  to  the 
overseers  of  the  parish  of  W.,  reciting  that  a  Burial  Board  had  been  appointed  for  that  parish, 
commanded  them  ,to  pay  out  of  the  poor  rates  of  the  parish  theezpeotes  incurred  by  thai  Board. 
Return :  that,  in  1840,  before  the  constitution  of  the  Burial  Board  for  the  parish  of  W.,  that 
parish  had  been,  under  stat.  58  Q.  3,  c.  45,  divided  into  three  separate  parishes  for  all  ecclesias- 
tical purposes  ;  but  did  not  show  that  either  of  the  new  parishes  had  appointed  a  Burial  Board 
under  stat  20  k  21  Vict  c.  81,  s.  5.     Held  no  answer. 

Mandamus  to  the  ofrerseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Walcot,  in 
the  county  of  Somerset.  The  writ  recited  that  in  and  for  the  parish 
of  Walcot  there  was  a  Burial  Board  duly  and  lawfully  constituted 
pursuant  to  the  statutes  in  that  case  made  and  provided,  and  that  the 
Burial  Board  had  incurred  certain  expenses  in  carrying  the  statutes 
into  execution,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  482.  9^.  Sd,  which  expenses,  by  the 
statutes,  are  chargeable  upon  and  to  be  paid  out  of  the  rates  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  of  such  parish ;  that  a  certificate,  umder  the  hands 
and  seals  of  certain  members  of  such  Board  as  were  authorized  to  ex- 
ercise the  powers  of  the  Board,  of  the  sum  above  mentioned  was  duly 
served  upon  the  defendants,  and  that  they  were  thereby  then  required 
to  pay  such  sum  to  the  clerk  to  the  Board  for  and  op  behalf  of  the 
Board ;  which  they  had  refused  to  do.  The  writ  then  commanded 
them  to  pay,  or,  if  necessary,  raise  by  due  course  of  law  and  pay,  the 
*5661  ^""^  of  48Z.  9«.  Srf..  *pur8uant  to  the  certificate  of  the  Board, 
-'   and  to  the  statutes  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Beturn.  That  the  church  of  the  parish  of  Walcot,  before  and  at 
the  time  of  the  division  of  the  parish  into  three  distinct  and  separate 
parishes  as  thereinafter  mentioned,  had  been  and  was  a  rectory ;  aod 
that,  before  the  constitution  of  the  Burial  Board  for  the  parish  of 
Walcot,  and  before  the  passing  of  any  resolutions  by  the  vestry  of 
that  parish  that  a  burial  ground  should  be  provided  for  it,  the  parish 
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of  Waloot  had  been  and  was,  by  an  order  in  council  duly  made  on 
the  5th  March,  A.  D.  1840,  in  pursuance  and  under  the  authority  of 
Stat  68  G.  8,  c.  45,  intituled  *'  An  Act  for  building  and  promoting  the 
building  of  additional  churches  in  populous  parishes,"  divided  into 
three  distinct  and  separate  parishes, — named  respectively  the  parish 
of  Walcot  St.  Swithin,  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour,  and  Trinity  parish, 
— for  all  ecclesiastical  purposes  whatever,  in  accordance  with  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act ;  and  that  such  division 
nad,  before  the  constitution  of  the  Burial  Board,  and  before  the  pass- 
ing of  any  resolution  by  the  vestry  of  the  .parish  that  a  burial  ground 
be  provided  for  the  parish,  become  complete  by  the  resignation  of  the 
spiritual  person  who  was  the  incumbent  of  the  parish  of  Walcot  at 
the  time  of  such  division,  and  bad  so  continued  from  thence  hitherto ; 
and  that,  before  and  at  the  time  of  such  division  so  becoming  com- 
plete, there  was,  in  each  of  the  divisions  into  which  the  parish  of 
Walcot  was  divided  respectively,  a  separate  and  distinct  church  or 
chapel  duly  consecrated  in  that  behalf  and  as  required  by  law;  and 
that,  after  the  said  division  had  become  complete,  and  before  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Burial  Board,  and  before  the  passing  of  any  resolution 
*by  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Walcot  that  a  burial  ground  pccir 
should  be  provided  for  the  parish,  the  said  churches  or  chapels  *- 
respectively  became  and  were  used  and  appropriated  as  the  parish 
churches  of  the  said  three  distinct  and  separate  parishes  respectively, 
and  had  so  continued  from  thence  hitherto. 

Demurrer,  and  joinder  therein. 

Kinglake,  Serjt.  {T.  W.  Saunders  with  him),  in  support  of  the  demur- 
rer.— Although  the  original  common  law  parish  of  Walcot  had  been 
divided,  under  The  Church  Building  Act,  58  G.  8,  c.  45,  s.  1ft,  into 
three  separate  and  distinct  parishes  for  ecclesiastical  purposes,  it  re- 
tained the  right  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board  for  the  whole  parish,  in 
pursuance  of  sect.  11  of  stat.  15  k  16  Yict.  c.  85,  which  is  the  Burial 
Act  for  the  metropolis,  but  by  stat.  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  184,  s.  7,  is  ex- 
tended to  parishes  not  in  the  metropolis.  The  parish  of  Walcot 
remains  one  parish  for  the  purposes  of  the  poor  rate ;  and  therefore  is 
within  the  interpretation  clause,  sect.  52,  of  stat.  15  &  16  Vict.  c.  85, 
which  says,  " '  Parish '  shall  mean  every  place  having  separate  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  and  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor. '  By  sect. 
19  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Burial  Board  in  carrying  the  Act 
into  execution  in  an^  parish  are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  poor  rates  raised 
throughout  the  parish,  and  therefore  it  is  proper  that  the  ratepayers 
of  that  parish  should  have  control  over  the  Board.  [Cbompton,  J., 
referred  to  Begina,  on  the  prosecution  of  the  Burial  Board  of  Amer- 
sbam,  V.  The  Overseers  of  Coleshill,  81  Law  Journ.  Q.  B.  219,  9  Jur. 
N.  S.  226,  argued  a  few  days  previous,  and  in  which  judgment  was 
delivered  in  the  ensuing  Trinity  Term.] 

♦Further,  neither  of  the  ecclesiastical  parishes  into  which  the  r^cKo 
original  parish  was  divided  had  power  to  form  a  separate  Burial  ^ 
Board  for  itself.  Under  stats.  18  &  19  Vict.  c.  128,  s.  12,  and  20  k  21 
Vict.  c.  81,  s.  5,  districts  not  separately  maintaining  their  own  poor  have 
the  power  of  appointing  a  Burial  Board ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  those 
Acts  to  take  away  the  power  of  the  original  parish  to  appoint  one.. 
[He  referred  to  sect.  85  of  stat.  15  k  16  Vict  c.  85.]     Although  it  is 
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not  alleged  in  the  writ,  the  Burial  Board  was  in  fact  appointed  before 
the  passing  of  stat.  23  &  24  Vict.  c.  64,  so  that  sect.  4,  which  provides 
that  where  a  parish  has  been  divided  into  Districts  for  ecclesiastical 
purposes,  and  one  of  them  has  a  separate  burial  ground,  the  entire 
parish  shall  not  appoint  a  Burial  Board  without  the  approval  of  one 
of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  does  not  apply.  That  enactment  however 
assumes  that,  notwithstanding  such  division,  the  entire  parish  had  the 
power  of  appointing  a  Burial  Board. 

Montague  Smith  {Kingdon  with  him),  contrL — Where  a  parish  is 
divided  into  distinct  and  separate  parishes  for  ecclesiastical  purposes 
under  sect.  16  of  stat.  58  G.  8,  c.  45,  it  is  enacted,  bv  sect.  24, 
that  the  churches  assigned  to  such  districts  shall  be  the  District 
parish  churches  of  such  District  parishes  "  for  all  purposes  of  eccle- 
siastical worship  and  performance  of  ecclesiastical  duties,  and  as  to 
all  marriages,  christenings,  churchings  and  burials,  and  the  regis- 
tering thereof  respectively  within  the  same,  and  in  relation  to  all 
fees,  oblations  and  oflFerings;"  and,  by  sect.  27,  "that  all  Acts  of 
Parliament,  laws  and  customs  relating  to  publishing  banns  of  mar- 
riage, marriages,  christenings,  churchings  and  burials,  and  the 
'^'5591  *^^&^^^^^^%  thereof,  and  to  all  ecclesiastical  fees,  oblations  or 
-'  offerings,  shall  apply  to  such  separate  and  distinct  parishes  and 
District  parishes  so  made  as  aforesaid,''  &c.  Section  83  enables  the 
Commissioners  to  accept  sites  for  building  churches  and  providing 
churchyards  for  new  District  parishes.  These  sections  show  that  the 
division  of  the  parish  applies  to  burials  as  well  as  other  purposes  more 
strictly  ecclesiastical.  [Cockbubn,  C.  J. — I  never  heara  that  a  parish- 
ioner was  denied  his  right  to  burial  in  the  old  parish  burial  ground 
because  he  resided  in  a  new  District  parish.  Cbompton,  J., — Would 
a  house  having  a  faculty  for  a  pew  in  the  old  parish  church  lose  it 
when,  by  the  division  of  the  parish,  it  ceased  to  be  in  the  old  parish?] 
A  prescription  for  such  a  pew  would  no  longer  be  good.  [Cockburn, 
C.  J. — Is  not  burial  a  secular  as  well  as  an  ecclesiastical  right  ?  The 
Legislature  treats  it  as  a  secular  matter,  because  it  gives  to  the  vestry 
the  power  of  determining  whether  a  new  burial  ground  shall  be  pro- 
vided. Mellob,  J. — The  sanitary  objects  contemplated  by  the  Burial 
Acts  to  a  great  extent  supersede  the  ecclesiastical.  Cbompton,  J. — 
Burial  cannot  be  called  wholly  an  ecclesiastical  matter  when  a  wall 
or  fence  is  erected  between  the  consecrated  and  the  unconsecrated 
^arts  of  the  burial  ground,  the  one  for  members  of  the  church  and  the 
other  for  dissenters.]  The  definition  of  the  word  "  parish"  in  sect.  52 
•of  stat.  15  k  16  Vict.  c.  85,  does  not  exclude  a  parish  which  does  not 
^separately  maintain  its  own  poor:  Begina  v.  The  Sudbury  Burial 
Board,  E.  B.  &  E.  264  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96).  [Crompton,  J.— The  test 
'  of  how  the  money  for  the  expenses  of  the  joint  burial  ground  could  be 
'raised  was  not  applied  in  that  case:  if  it  bad,  the  result  might  have 
*5601  ^^®®^  diflferent.  ♦Blackburn,  J. — In  that  case  the  Court  said 
-'  that  the  words  ''  shall  mean"  in  sect.  52  were  to  be  read  as 
'*'  shall  extend  so  as  to  include."]  Sect.  23  enables  the  vestries  of  sev- 
eral parishes  to  provide  a  burial  ground  for  the  common  use  of  their 
parishes,  and  to  have  one  joint  Burial  Board :  if  it  was  wished  to  have 
a  common  burial  ground  for  the  three  ecclesiastical  parishes  or  dis- 
tricts into  which  the  old  parish  has  been  divided,  proceedings  for  that 
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purpose  should  have  been  taken  under  that  section.  [Cockburx,  C. 
J.— That  section  applies  where  independent  parishes  ooncur.]  It 
eoald  Dot  have  been  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  that  there  should 
be  a  burial  ^ound  for  the  whole  parish  and  a  burial  ground  for  each 
eoclesiastical  parish  or  district.  [CoCKBURN,  C.  J. — We  must  take  it 
that  there  was  a  coramoi)  burial  ground  for  the  whole  parish ;  and  that 
neither  of  the  ecclesiastical  parishes  or  districts  has  a  Burial  Board  or 
separate  burial  ground, — de  non  apparentibus  et  non  existentibus 
eadem  est  ratio.]  By  stat.  20  &  21  Vict.  o.  81,  s.  6,  "the  vestry,  or 
meeting  in  the  nature  of  a  vestry,  of  any  parish,  new  parish,  township, 
or  other  district  not  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor,  and  which 
has  had  no  separate  burial  ground,  may  appoint  a  Burial  Board." 
[CocEBURN,  C.  J. — But  you  must  go  the  length  of  saying  that  this 
power  given  to  the  minor  parish  created  under  stat.  58  G.  8,  o.  45, 
oasts  the  power  of  the  common-law  parish.  Suppose  that,  under  the 
powers  of  stats.  15  k  16  Vict  c.  85,  and  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  134,  the 
original  parish  had  appointed  a  Burial  Board,  and  had  raised  money 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  new  burial  ground,  and  charged  it 
on  the  poor  rates  of  the  whole  parish,  how  can  one  of  the  component 
parts,  when  formed  ^into  a  new  parish  or  ecclesiastical  district,  r#5^i 
release  itself  from  the  obligation  of  contributing  to  defray  the  ^ 
oommon  expenses  ?]  By  sect.  5  of  stat.  20  k  21  Vict.  c.  81,  it  is  pro- 
Tided  that,  when  the  new  parish  has  appointed  a  Burial  Board,  ''all 
the  powers  of  any  other  vestry  or  meeting  and  Burial  Board,  if  any, 
Bhall  then  cease  and  determine,"  so  far  as  relates  to  such  new  parish. 
[CocKBURN,  C.  J. — The  new  parish  can  only  avail  itself  of  that  pro- 
vision if  it  has  appointed  a  Burial  Board  before  the  entire  parish  has 
exercised  its  right  of  appointing  a  Burial  Board.  The  assent  of  one 
of  the  Secretaries  of  State  was  made  necessary  by  stat.  28  &  24  Vict 
c.  64,  s.  4,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  this  inconvenience.] 

Kinghke,  Serjt.,  in  reply. — Stat.  20  k  21  Vict  c.  81,  s.  6,  at  any 
rate,  does  not  apply  until  the  new  ecclesiastical  parish  or  district  has 
acted  under  it  Stat.  58  G.  8,  c.  46,  s.  24,  which  enacts  that  the  new 
Districts  shall  be  separate  and  distinct  District  parishes  for  ecclesias- 
tical purposes,  mentioned  burials  amongst  those  purposes  solely  be- 
.  cause  the  mode  of  burial  is  matter  of  ecclesiastical  cognisance :  1 
Bam  Eccl.  Law,  by  Phillimore,  p.  262, 9th  ed.     [He  was  then  stopped.] 

CocEBURN,  C.  J. — We  are  all  agreed  that  this  return  is  bad,  and 
that  oar  judgment  ought  to  be  for  the  Crown. 

Iq  the  first  place  it  is  important  to  see  how  the  case  would  have 
stood  if  stat.  15  k  16  Vict.  c.  86,  which  was  passed  for  the  metropolis 
hat  was  extended  to  the  rest  of  England  by  stat.  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  184, 
had  stood  alone.  By  sect  10  a  meeting  of  the  vestry  of  the  parish  is 
to  be  convened  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  a  burial  ground 
shall  be  provided  for  the  parish ;  and,  ♦if  they  resolve  that  a  r^^ao 
borial  ground  shall  be  provided,  sect  11  requires  them  to  ap-  l- 
point  a  Burial  Board,  and  the  following  sections  give  that  Board  the 
Deoessary  powers, — among  others,  that  of  providing  and  laying  out  a 
banal  ground,  and  of  charging  the  price  on  the  poor  rates  of  the  en- 
tire parish,  to  be  repaid  in  a  given  number  of  years,  and  of  charging 
the  annual  expenses  on  those  rates.  There  is  no  reference  in  the  Act 
to  parts  of  an  entire  common-law  parish,  into  which  it  may  have  been 
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divided  for  ecclesisastical  purposes  under  stat.  68  G.  8,  c.  45,  or  other 
Church  Building  Acts;  and  by  the  interpretation  clause,  sect.  52, 
"*  Parish*  shall  mean  every  place  having  separate  overseers  of  the 
poor,  and  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor."  The  whole  scheme 
of  the  statute  is  to  throw  the  expense  of  burial  upon  the  poor  rates  of 
those  parishes  which  may  avail  themselves  of  its  provisions.  There 
is  no  provision  for  ecclesiastical  parishes  into  which  a  common-law 

Earish  may  have  been  divided ;  and,  inasmuch  as  the  expenses  of  the 
urial  ground  are  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  poor  rates  of  each  parish 
maintaining  its  own  poor,  it  is  plain  that  an  ecclesiastical  parish,  as 
distinguished  from  the  aggregate  parish  maintaining  its  own  poor,  has 
no  means  of  meeting  those  expenses.  But  it  cannot  be  supposed  that 
when  the  Legislature  gave  power  to  Her  Majesty  in  council,  upon  the 
representation  of  one  of  the  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  to  close 
places  hitherto  used  for  burial,  and  enabled  parishes  to  provide  new 
places  of  burial,  they  could  have  intended  to  deprive  ecclesiastical 
parishes  of  the  right  to  bury  in  the  new  burial  ground.  Therefore  it 
IS  only  consistent  with  common  sense  and  reason  to  construe  the  word 
"  parish,"  in  sect.  10  of  stat  15  k  16  Vict.  c.  85,  in  the  largest  sense, 
*5631  ^  embracing  the  whole  parish,  into  however  ^rnany  parishes 
^  or  districts  it  may  be  divided  for  ecclesiastical  purposes,  but 
united  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  poor.  If,  therefore,  the 
question  depenaed  on  stat.  15  &  16  Vict.  c.  85  alone,  I  should  have 
no  difficulty  in  saying  that  the  appointment  of  a  Burial  Board  for  the 
whole  parish  was  a  proper  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  vestry 
of  the  parish  by  that  statute. 

Subsequent  statutes  confirm  this  view. 

The  first  is  stat  18  &  19  Vict  c.  128.  The  12th  and  13th  sections, 
which  introduce  an  exception,  to  a  certain  extent,  from  the  former 
statute,  by  enabling  the  vestry,  of  a  "  parish,  township,  or  other  dis- 
trict not  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor,  which  has  heretofore 
had  a  separate  burial  ground,"  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board  for  itself; 
and  where  one  of  these,  which  does  not  separately  maintain  its  own 
poor,  but  forms  part  of  a  parish  maintaining  its  own  poor,  has  a  sepa- 
rate Burial  Board,  the  provisions  of  the  former  Act  with  reference  to 
expenses  are  applicable  to  it  This  shows  that,  but  for  that  provision, . 
the  smaller  parish  or  district  would  not  have  been  a  parish  within 
stat  15  &  16  Vict.  c.  85. 

Then,  by  stat.  20  &  21  Vict  c.  81,  s.  5,  the  Legislature  extends  the 
power  of  appointing  a  Burial  Board  to  a  **  parish,  new  parish,  town- 
ship, or  other  district  not  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor,  and 
which  has  had  no  separate  burial  ground ;''  and  the  Burial  Board, 
when  appointed,  may  exercise  all  the  powers  given  by  the  former 
statutes,  which  includes  the  power  of  charging  the  expenses  upon  the 
poor  rates ;  and  then  follows  this  remarkable  proviso,  that  as  soon  as 
that  appointment  has  been  made  *'all  the  powers  of  any  other  vestry 
or  meeting  and  Burial  Board,  if  any,  shall  then  cease  and  determine, 
so  far  as  relates  to  such  parish,  new  parish,  township,  or  district" 
*5641  ^^  ^^  unnecessary  to  decide,  ^because  the  return  does  not  raise 
^  the  question,  whether,  if  either  of  the  ecclesiastical  parishes 
or  districts  bad  appointed  a  Burial  Board,  that  would  have  ousted  the 
vestry  and  the  Burial  Board  of  the  c6mmon-law  parish.    But  sect 
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5  of  Stat.  20  &  2i  Vict.  c.  81,  is  cogent  and  conclusive  to  show  that, 
in  the  absence  of  this  subsequent  legislation,  the  vestry  and  Burial 
Board  of  the  parish  would  have  had  full  power  over  the  whole  parish  ; 
because  the  proviso  assumes  that,  but  for  it,  the  powers  of  the  vestry 
and  Burial  Boafd  of  the  whole  parish  would  remain  unaffected. 

I  have,  therefore,  no  doubt  that,  under  stat.  15  &  16  Vict.  c.  85,  the 
vestry  of  the  whole  parish  had  power  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board,  and 
that  the  board  so  appointed  might  exercise  all  the  powers  given  to  a 
Burial  Board  under  that  Act,  with  reference  to  the  burial  ground 
established  under  it,  through  the  entire  area  formed  by  the  component 
parts  of  the  parish. 

Crompton,  J. — I  also  am  of  opinion  that  the  return  is  bad.  It 
amounts  to  no  more  than  that  the  parish  of  Walcot  has  been  divided 
into  three  parishes  or  districts  for  ecclesiastical  purposes  under  the 
Church  Building  Acts.  We  must  take  the  appointment  of  this 
Burial  Board  to  have  occurred  after  the  passing  of  stat.  20  &  21  Vict.  c. 
81,  and  before  the  passing  of  stat.  23  &  24  Vict.  c.  64;  so  that  the  latter 
statute  cannot  apply.  Then,  it  is  clear,  upon  the  construction  of  stat. 
i5  &  16  Vict.  c.  85,  which  has  been,  extended  to  the  whole  of  Eng- 
land by  stat.  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  134,  that  the  bodies  to  appoint  the 
Burial  Board  are  the  vestries  for  secular  purposes,  which  are  the  ves- 
tries for  the  whole  parish,  they  alone  having  control  over  the  poor 
rates.  It  appears  from  the  interpretation  clause,  sect.  52,  and  the 
whole  tenor  *of  the  Act,  together  with  schedule  (A)  in  which  r^^ax 
parishes  known  to  be  divided  into  ecclesiastical  districts  are  ^ 
specified,  that  the  policy  of  the  framers  of  the  Act  was  to  make  this 
a  matter  for  the  vestry  having  the  regulation  of  secular  matters  in  a 
parish,  and  not  merely  for  those  connected  with  ecclesiastical  duties 
and  the  established  church,  because  the  persons  charged  with  the  ex- 
penses of  providing  a  cemetery  for  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the 
parish  are  not  merely  those  who  resort  to  church,  but  all  who  contri- 
bute to  the  poor  rates.  And  it  is  a  strong  argument  that  the  Legis- 
lature, in  everv  case  in  which  the  Act  is  to  apply,  prescribes  how  the 
necessary  funds  are  to  be  raised ;  whereas  an  ecclesiastical  parish  or 
district  not  having  a  poor  rate  has  no  means  of  raising  them  under 
that  statute.  Where  two  or  more  parishes  maintaining  their  poor 
have  provided  one  Burial  Board  for  their  common  use  under  sect.  28 
there  is  no  difficulty,  because  the  joint  Burial  Board  may  make  their 
orders  on  the  several  parishes,  and  so  charge  the  rates  with  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  providing  and  maintaining  the  common  burial 
ground ;  but,  under  that  statute,  the  smaller  ecclesiastical  parish  or 
district  could  not  affect  the  poor  rate  which  the  vestry  would  lay  on 
the  entire  parish.  Therefore  it  is  clear  that  under  stat.  15  &  16  Vict. 
c.  85,  if  it  stood  alone,  the  power  of  appointing  a  Burial  Board  for 
the  whole  parish  is  in  the  parochial  authorities  of  the  whole  parish. 

Then  is  the  case  within  any  of  the  enactments  in  the  later  Acts? 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  later  Acts  intend  to  bring  back  this  matter 
more  within  the  ecclesiastical  authorities  wherever  there  exists  a  com- 
mon bond  of  union.  Stat.  18  k  19  Vict.  c.  128,  s.  11,  has  that  effect 
when  several  parishes  have  been  united  together  for  *ecclesi-  r^^aa 
astical  purposes.  Then  sections  12  and  18  are  applicable  to  '- 
such  an  ecclesiastical  parish  or  district  as  this :  the  former  enables  the 
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▼estrj  of  a  parish  or  district  not  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor, 
but  haying  a  separate  burial  ground,  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board.  It 
does  not,  nowever,  appear  upon  the  return  that  this  case  is  within 
that  category;  because  the  return  is  silent  as  to  the  appointment  of 
a  Burial  Board  for  either  of  the  ecclesiastical  parishes  or  districts. 
And,  supposing  there  had  been  such  an  appointment,  I  do  not  see 
that  the  power  of  the  vestry  of  the  parish  at  large,  for  the  purpose 
of  rating,  would  be  taken  away,  there  being  no  words  declaring  that 
their  power  should  then  cease.  It  is,  however,  unnecessary  to  con- 
sider this  question,  as  no  Burial  Board  has  been  or  could  be  appointed 
for  this  ecclesiastical  parish  or  district  under  stat  18  &  19  Yict  c. 
128,  according  to  the  facts  stated  in  the  return. 

Then,  the  return  not  being  good  under  either  of  the  preceding  sta- 
tutes, we  come  to  stat.  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  81,  s.  5,  which  repeats  very 
nearly  the  enactment  in  sect  12  of  stat.  18  &  19  Yict.  c.  128,  extend- 
ing it  to  new  parishes  and  districts,  which  previously  had  not  had  a 
separate  burial  ground ;  it  enacts  "  that  the  vestry,  or  meeting  in  the 
nature  of  a  vestry,  of  any  parish,  new  parish,  township,  or  other 
district  not  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor,  and  which  has  had 
no  separate  burial  ground,  may  appoint  a  Burial  Board."  The  word 
''may,"  in  some  oases,  has  been  rightly  construed  to  mean  "must,^^  as 
where  judicial  powers  are  to  be  exercised  on  a-given  state  of  facts; 
but  here  the  enactment  appears  to  me  to  be  permissive  only,  giving 
the  v&stry  of  the  smaller  ecclesiastical  parish  or  district  power,  if  it 
chooses,  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board;  ''and  such  vestry  or  meeting, 
^^e^Qtri  and  the  Burial  Board  appointed  by  it,  shall  exercise  and  have 
^^'J  *all  the  powers"  given  under  stat.  18  &  19  Vict.  c.  128.  This 
therefore  would  give  the  smaller  ecclesiastical  parish  or  district  power 
to  appoint  a  Burial  Board.  And  then  what  is  to  happen  ?  The  pro- 
viso says,  "  all  the  powers  of  any  other  vestry  or  meeting  and  Burial 
Board,  if  any,"  (having  reference  to  the  former  legislation  and  to  the 
possibility  of  the  existence  of  a  vestry  or  Burial  Board  for  the  larger 
area  in  which  the  ecclesiastical  parish  or  district  was  included),  "  shall 
then  cease  and  determine,  so  far  as  relates  to  such  parish,  new  parish, 
township,  or  district,"  that  is,  when  the  smaller  ecclesiastical  parish 
or  district  has  exercised  its  option  and  made  an  appointment;  and 
until  then  it  is  clear  that  all  the  powers  of  the  former  body  continue. 
These  words  show  that,  unless  brought  within  the  category  of  the 
latter  part  of  the  section,  their  powers  were  not  to  cease. 

It  is  therefore,  as  I  have  said,  sufficient  for  the  determination  of 
the  present  case  that,  according  to  this  return  which  is  to  be  construed 
strictly,  neither  ecclesiastical  District  has  made  any  appointment.  At 
the  same  time  it  is  important  to  notice,  as  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  has 
observed,  that  such  appointment  would  not  aftect  any  powers  already 
exercised  by  them ;  for  instance,  if  they  had  charged  the  whole  parish, 
that  charge  would  remain  binding,  though  the  smaller  ecclesiastical 
District,  if  they  wished,  might  have  a  Burial  Board  and  a  separate 
burial  ground.  I  do  not  see  anything  in  the  section  to  relieve  them 
from  a  liability  or  obligation  incurred  before  they  exercised  the  option 
of  appointing  a  Burial  Board. 

The  only  other  point  is  on  stat.  23  k  24  Vict.  c.  64,  s«  4,  which  had 
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not  passed  when  this  Burial  Board  was  appointed ;  and  therefore  does 
not  alter  the  law  under  which  it  was  appointed. 

*0d  all  these  grounds  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  return  is  bad.   r«rgg 

BLACKBiiBN,  J. — I  also  am  of  opinion  that,  on  the  return  to  ^ 
Uiis  mandamus,  our  judgment  ought  to  be  for  the  Crown. 

The  original  statute,  16  &  16  Vict  c.  86,  was  passed  with  reference 
solely  to  the  metropolis,  and  appears  to  have  been  drawn  with  consi- 
deration ;  for  there  has  been  no  litigation  on  it,  and  it  seems  to  work 
satisfactorily.  The  Legislature  chose  to  extend  these  laws  concerning 
the  burial  of  the  dead  beyond  the  limits  of  the  metropolis;  and,  in- 
stead of  passing  a  new  statute  applicable  to  the  exigencies  of  parishes 
throughout  the  country,  they  merely  enacted,  by  stat.  16  &  17  Vict, 
c  134.  8.  7,  that  certain  provisions  of  the  Metropolitan  Act  should 
extend  and  be  applicable  to  and  in  respect  of  any  parish  not  in  the 
metropolis.  This  was  soon  found  not  to  work  well.  And,  as  dii&- 
colties  occurred,  the  Legislature,  instead  of  introducing  a  new  and 
complete  statute,  have  from  time  to  time  passed  amending  statutes; 
and  the  consequence  is  that  there  are,  I  believe,  six  statutes,  applying 
to  this  subject-matter,  to  be  read  together,  and  reconciled,  if  possible. 
It  is,  therefore,  no  wonder  that  dii&culties  should  arise  in  construing 
the  different  sections  of  these  statutes.  But,  in  the  present  case,  on 
the  point  actually  in  question  there  is  no  difficulty. 

The  writ  recites  that  a  Burial  Board  had  been  constituted  for  the 
parish  of  Walcot,  and,  prim&  facie,  Walcot  is  a  parish  in  every  sense 
of  the  word  so  as  to  be  entitled  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board.  The  re- 
turn is  confined  to  this :  That  before  the  Burial  B6ard  was  appointed 
the  parish  of  Walcot  had  been  divided  into  three  sub-parishas,  for 
ecclesiastical  purposes,  under  stat  68  G.  S,  c.  46. 

•These  latter  are,  for  some  purposes,  parishes;  and  if  the  p^gA 
power  of  appointing  a  Burial  Board  had  been  given  to  any  ^ 
'^parish,"  without  defining  that  word,  it  might  have  been  a  question 
whether  the  whole  ancient  parish,  or  each  of  the  ecclesiastical  parishes 
or  districts,  were  a  "  parish^'  within  the  meaning  of  that  statute;  but 
the  interpretation  clause,  sect.  62,  puts  an  end  to  all  doubt,  by  defining 
''parish^*  to  mean  a  place  **  having  separate  overseers  of  the  poor,  and 
separately  maintaining  its  own  poor."  The  original  parish  of  Walcot 
remains  a  parish  in  that  sense :  although  divided  ecclesiastically,  it 
still  supports  its  own  poor,  and  has  officers  for  the  whole  parish  for 
that  purpose. 

Then,  has  any  subsequent  legislation  taken  away  from  this  parish 
its  power  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board?  Mr.  Smith  contended  that  it 
was  a  separate  parish  for  the  purposes  of  burial,  and  pointed  out  the 
24th  ana  27th  actions  of  stat.  68  O.  3,  c.  46,  under  which  a  parish  is 
divided  into  Districts  for  ecclesiastical  purposes.  Those  sections  con- 
template that  each  District  may  have  a  separate  burial  ground ;  not 
that  it  must  have  such,  nor  that  a  District  cannot  be  divided  for 
ecclesiastical  purposes  without  having  such. 

If  either  of  the  Districts  had  acquired  a  separate  burial  ground,  and 
this  case  was  subsequent  to  the  passing  of  stat.  23  &  24  Vict.  c.  64,  it 
seems  that  a  point  might  have  been  raised  that  the  case  would  have 
come  within  the  4th  section  of  the  last  mentioned  statute,  and  there- 
fore a  Burial  Board  could  not  have  been  appointed  for  the  entire 
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parish  without  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  But,  in  order 
to  raise  that  question,  the  return  must  have  shown  that  the  ecclesias- 
tical parishes  or  districts,  or  one  of  them,  had  a  separate  burial  ground, 
and  that  the  Burial  Board  for  the  entire  parish  had  been  appointed 
*5701  ^^^^^^  ^^^  passing  of  stat.  28  &  24  Vict.  c.  64,  and  that  the  ap- 
^  proval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  had  not  been  given  : — whereas 
the  return  rests  simply  on  this;  that,  after  a  parish  has  been  divided 
into  ecclesiastical  parishes  or  districts,  it  is  impossible  that  there  should 
be  a  Burial  Board  for  the  entire  parish. 

Also,  under  stat.  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  81,  s.  5,  either  of  these  ecclesias- 
tical parishes  or  districts,  though  not  separately  maintaining  its  own 
poor,  and  not  having  a  separate  burial  ground,  may  appoint  a  Burial 
Board  and  acquire  a  burial  ground ;  and  whenever  such  an  appoint- 
ment has  been  made,  aquestion  of  some  difficulty  will  arise  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  proviso  in  that  section,  that  all  the  powers  of  any  other 
vestry  and  Burial  Board,  if  any,  shall  cease  and  determine,  so  far  as 
relates  to  such  parish  or  district.  As  at  present  advised,  I  should 
agree  with  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  and  my  brother  Crompton.  Bat, 
in  order  to  raise  that  question,  the  return  ought  to  have  alleged,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  such  an  appointment  had  been  made. 

It  is  sufficient,  in  order  to  give  judgment  in  the  present  case,  to 
say  that  a  parish,  having  separate  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  separately 
maintaining  its  own  poor,  is  a  **  parish"  competent,  under  stats.  15  & 
16  Vict.  c.  85  and  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  184,  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board; 
and  no  subsequent  legislation  takes  this  power  away  from  such  a  parish 
upon  its  division  into  separate  parishes  for  ecclesiastical  purposes. 

Mbllob,  J.,  concurred.  Judgment  for  the  Crown. (a) 

»  (a)  Sm  tbe  next  eue. 


♦1^711  *''^®  QUEEN,  on  the  prosecution  of  the  Burial  Board  of  the 
^'^J       Parish  of  ST.  SAVIOUR,  Bath,  v.  The  Overseers  of  the 
Parish  of  WALCOT  ST.  SWITHIN,  Bath.    May  7. 

20  d:2l  Vict,  c.  81, «.  6. — Burial  Board, — DUirict  parish  far  ecclesiastical  purpoiti. 

Stat.  20  k  21  Viet.  o.  81,  8.  5,  enaoti  that  the  Teftry  of  any  parish,  new  parish,  township,  or 
other  district  not  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor,  and  which  has  no  separate  burial  ground, 
may  appoint  a  Burial  Board ;  and  such  restry,  and  the  Burial  Board  appointed  by  it,  shall 
exercise  and  have  all  the  powers  which  they  might  hare  exercised  and  had  if  such  parish,  new 
parish,  township  or  district  had  had  a  separate  burial  ground  before  stat.  18  A  19  Vict.  e.  128; 
provided  that  all  the  powers  of  any  other  Testry  and  Burial  Board,  if  any,  shall  then  oease  and 
determine,  so  far  as  relates  to  such  parish,  new  parish,  township  or  district.  A  mandamns^ 
reciting  that  the  parish  of  W.  had  been  divided  into  three  parishes  for  ecclesiastical  purposes, 
and  that  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  St  S.,  being  one  of  them,  had  appointed  a  Burial  Board, 
and  resolved  that  a  burial  ground  should  be  provided,  and  that  the  Burial  Board  should  be 
authorised  to  incur  expenses  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  Burial  Board  had  certified  that  49(. 
5«.  9d.  was  required  for  defraying  expenses  incurred,  and  directed  the  overveers  of  the  parish  of 
W.  to  pay  such  sum  to  the  clerk  of  the  Burial  Board ;  commanded  the  overseers  to  pay  or  raise 
the  said  sum  according  to  the  certificate.  Return  :  that,  before  the  meeting  of  the  vestry  of 
St  S.  for  determining  whether  a  burial  ground  should  be  provided  for  that  parish,  a  Burial 
Board  was  appointed  for  the  original  parish  of  W.  Held  no  answer ;  as  the  appointment  of  a 
Burial  Board  for  the  original  parish  did  not  prevent  the  ecclesiastical  parish  of  St  S.  from 
appointing  a  separate  Burial  Board  under  stat  20  k  21  Vict  c.  81,  s.  5. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  &  SMITH.    Q.  B.  671 

Mandamus  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Walcot  St. 
Swithin,  in  the  city  of  Bath.  The  writ  recited  that  by  an  Order  in 
Council  dated  the  6th  March,  A.  D.  1840,  made  upon  a  representation 
of  the  Commissioners  for  building  new  churches,  the  parish  of  Wal- 
cot St.  Swithin  was  divided  for  all  ecclesiastical  purposes  whatsoever 
into  three  distinct  and  separate  parishes,  under  and  by  virtue  of  stat. 
58  G.  8,  c.  45,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  building  and  promoting  the 
building  of  additional  churches  in  populous  parishes,''  and  *the  r«e ^o 
three  parishes  were  respectively  named  Walcot  St.  Swithin,  St.  ^ 
Saviour  and  Trinity  :  that  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour  did  not  separately 
maintain  its  own  poor,  and  had  not  theretofore  had  any  separate  burial 
ground :  that  since  the  division  the  inhabitants  of  each  of  the  three 
ecclesiastical  parishes  had  been  accustomed  to  meet  in  separate  and 
distinct  vestries  for  ecclesiastical  purposes,  and  to  elect  separate 
churchwardens :  that  it  appearing  that  the  place  of  burial  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Saviour  was  insufficient,  the  churchwardens  of  that  parish,  un- 
der and  by  virtue  of  and  according  to  the  statutes  concerning  the 
burial  of  the  dead,  to  wit,  on  the  27th  January,  A.  d.  1859,  convened 
a  meeting  of  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour  for  the  special 
purpose  of  determining  whether  a  burial  ground  should  be  provided 
for  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour  pursuant  to  the  said  statutes ;  and  that 
public  notice  of  such  vestry  meeting,  and  of  the  place  and  hour  of 
holding  the  same,  and  of  the  special  purpose  thereof,  was  given  in  the 
usual  manner  in  which  notices  of  the  meetings  of  the  vestry  were 
given  seven  days  before  holding  such  vestry  meeting;  and  by  which 
vestry  it  was  resolved  that  a  burial  ground  should  be  provided  under 
the  said  statutes  for  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour ;  and  a  copy  of  such 
resolution,  extracted  from  the  minutes  of  the  vestry,  and  signed  by 
the  chairman,  was  afterwards  sent  to  one  of  the  principal  Secretaries 
of  State  pursuant  to  the  said  statutes:  that  after  such  resolution  the 
vestry  appointed  certain  persons,  being  not  less  than  three  nor  more 
than  nine,  being  rate-payers  of  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour,  to  be,  and 
the  same  became  and  were,  the  Burial  Board  of  the  parish  pursuant 
to  the  said  statutes :  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  vestry  of  the  parish  ef 
St.  Saviour,  duly  convened  and  held,  and  of  *which  due  notice  r^Kjo 
was  given,  it  was  .afterwards  resolved  by  the  vestry,  according  ^ 
to  the  provisions  of  the  said  statutes,  that  the  Burial  Board  should  be 
authorized  to  incur  expenses  to  the  amount  of  27002.  in  providing  and 
laying  out  a  burial  ground  under  the  Burial  Acts,  and  building  the 
necessary  chapel  or  chapels  thereon ;  and  that  the  Board  should  be 
authorized  to  borrow  any  money  required  for  the  above  purposes,  and 
to  charge  the  future  [x>or  rates  of  the  said  parish  with  the  payment  of 
such  money  and  the  interest  thereof:  that  by  a  certificate  under  the 
hands  of  certain  persons  being  members  of  the  Burial  Board,  and 
duly  authorized  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the  Board,  the  said  persons, 
on  the  28th  November,  A.  d.  1859,  certified  that  the  sum  of  492.  5«.  9d. 
was  required  for  defraying  expenses  incurred  by  the  Board  for  the 
parish  of  St.  Saviour  in  carrying  into  execution  the  said  Acts,  and 
airected  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Walcot  St.  Swithin 
to  pay  such  sum  to  the  clerk  to  the  Burial  Board  for  and  on  behalf 
of  the  Board :  that  the  overseers  had  levied  and  collected  from  the 
parishioners  of  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour  a  separate  rate,  for  the  pur- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


573  REGINA  v.  WALCOT  ST.  SWITHIN.    B.  T.  1862. 

pose  of  paying  the  sum  of  491.  55.  9rf.,  so  certified  and  directed  to  be 
paid,  but  that  the  defendants  had  refused  to  pay  the  said  sum  to  the 
clerk  of  the  Burial  Board  according  to  the  said  certificate,  or  to  make 
and  levy  a  rate  for  that  purpose.  The  writ  then  commanded  the  de- 
fendants to  pay,  or,  if  necessary,  raise  the  sum  of  49?.  5a.  9rf.  to  pay, 
to  the  clerk  of  the  Burial  Board  for  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour,  accoitl- 
ing  to  the  certificate  of  the  Board,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  stats. 
16  &  16  Vict.  c.  85,  and  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  81. 

Return.  That  on  a  day  which  had  elapsed  before  the  day  on  which 
♦5741  ^^^  meeting  of  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  *St.  Saviour,  con- 
J  vened  for  the  special  purpose  of  determining  whether  a  burial 
ground  should  be  provided  for  that  parish  pursuant  to  the  statutes  in 
that  behalf,  was  holden,  to  wit,  on  the  25th  January,  A.  D.  1859,  a 
meeting  of  the  vestry  of  the  original  parish  of  Walcot  St.  Swithin, 
duly  convened  for  the  special  purposeof  determining  whether  a  burial 
ground  should  be  provided,  under  the  statutes  in  such  case  made  and 
provided,  for  the  original  parish  of  Walcot  St.  Swithin,  and  of  which 
meeting  due  notice  had  been  given,  was  holden  in  and  for  the  original 
parish ;  and  that  at  that  meeting  it  was  resolved  by  the  vestry  of  the 
original  parish  of  Walcot  St.  Swithin  that  a  burial  ground  should  be 
provided  under  the  said  statutes  for  the  original  parish ;  and  the  ves- 
try did  then  and  there  at  the  said  meeting,  after  passing  the  said  reso- 
lution, appoint  nine  persons,  being  ratepayers  of  the  original  parish 
of  Walcot  St.  Swithin.  to  be  the  Burial  Board  of  the  original  parish; 
and  that  the  Burial  Board  so  appointed  continued  to  be  the  Burial 
Board  of  the  original  parish  thenceforth  until  and  at  the  time  of  the 
holding  of  the  meeting  of  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour  here- 
inbefore mentioned,  and  had  so  continued  from  thence  hitherto :  that 
before  the  holding  of  the  meeting  of  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Saviour,  conven'ed  for  the  special  purpose  of  determining  whether  a 
burial  ground  should  be  provided  for  the  said  parish,  pursuant  to  the 
statutes  in  that  behalf,  a  committee  of  the  said  vestry  had  been  duly 
appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  and  best  means  of  providing  a 
burial  ground  for  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour;  and  that  at  the  meeting 
so  convened  and  holden  the  written  report  of  the  committee  was  read 
to  the  vestry,  and  that  in  and  by  the  said  report  the  committee  re- 
♦f»7"l  P^'*^  *that  they  were  unanimously  of  opinion  in  recommend- 
J  ing  a  separate  burial  ground  for  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour  as 
almost  absolutely  necessary,  and  further  strongly  recommended  the 
formation  of  a  Burial  Board  for  the  said  parish ;  and  that,  after  the 
report  had  been  so  read,  it  was  at  the  said  meeting  unanimously  re- 
solved by  the  vestry  that  the  report  be  adopted,  and  that  a  Burial 
Board  for  the  said  parish  be  at  once  formed ;  and  that,  save  as  afore- 
said, it  was  not  resolved  by  the  vestry  at  the  said  meeting  that  a  bu- 
rial ground  should  be  provided  under  the  statutes  in  that  behalf  for 
the  parish  of  St.  Saviour. 

Demurrer,  and  joinder  therein. 

Petersdorff,  Serjt.,  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — First.  The  vestry 
of  St.  Saviour,  which  has  been  since  1840  a  separate  and  distinct  par- 
ish for  all  ecclesiastical  purposes,  legally  appointed  a  Burial  Board 
under  stat.  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  81,  s.  5.  By  that  section  the  Burial  Board 
BO  appointed  has  all  the  powers  which  they  might  have  had  under 
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the  preceding  Acts  and  that  Act,  if  such  parish  had  had  a  separate 
barial  ground  before  the  passing  of  stat.  18  &  19  Vict.  c.  128 ;  and  by 
sect  IS  of  this  latter  Act,  when  a  District  not  separately  maintaining 
its  own  poor,  but  forming  part  of  a  parish  maintaining  its  own  poor, 
shall  have  a  Burial  Board,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  Burial  Board 
*to  issue  their  certificate  to  the  overseers  of  such  parish,"  *'  for  pay- 
ment of  the  sums  required  for  the  expenses  of  such  Burial  Board." 
By  the  proviso  in  sect.  6  of  stat.  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  81,  "all  the  powers 
of  any  other  vestry  or  meeting  and  Burial  Board,  if  any,  shall  then 
cease  and  determine,  so  far  as  relates  to  such  parish  ;"  which  shows 
that  it  was  intended  that  an  ecclesiastical  parish  or  district  should 
have  the  power  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board  although  there  *should  r«ei7g 
be  one  for  the  whole  parish.  [CocKBURN,  C.  J.— If  the  con-  ^ 
stniction  contended  for  by  the  prosecutors  is  correct,  St.  Saviour 
would  be  for  ever  exempt  from  contributing  to  an  expense  which  had 
been  incurred  by  its  own  consent  before  it  had  been  formed  into  a 
separate  ecclesiastical  parish  or  district.]  The  proviso  in  sect.  5  is 
not  to  be  construed  as  extinguishing  any  powers,  either  of  the  vestry 
or  the  Burial  Board,  with  respect  to  expenses  incurred  antecedently 
to  St  Saviour  exercising  its  right  to  separate  itself  from  the  old  par- 
ish with  regard  to  burials.  In  this  case  the  original  parish  had  not 
incurred  any  expenses  in  respect  of  a  burial  ground. 

Secondly.  The  resolution  for  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  vestry  of  St.  Saviour  was  in  effect  the  passing  of  a  reso- 
lution that  a  burial  ground  should  be  provided  for  that  parish ;  di- 
vesting it  of  the  words  as  to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  it 
was  a  formal  resolution,  and  no  person  present  at  the  meeting  could 
have  misunderstood  it.  [He  referred  to  stat  20  &  21  Vict  c.  81, 
3.27.] 

Moniar/ue  Smith  (with  him  Kingdon),  contri. — First.  The  sub- 
parish  of  St.  Saviour,  having  constructively  concurred  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Burial  Board  for  the  whole  parish,  cannot  afterwards  ap- 
point a  separate  Burial  Board.  All  the  previous  statutes  relating  to 
burials  are  to  be  construed  with  stat  20  &  21  Vict  c.  81.  According 
to  the  decision  in  the  preceding  case,(a)  it  was  competent  for  the 
vestry  of  the  original  parish  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board  for  the  whole 
parish,  and  upon  such  appointment  the  sub-parish  became  unable  to 
exercise  the  powers  given  to  them  by  stat  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  81,  s.  5: 
otherwise  there  would  be  two  Burial  Boards  with  the  power  of  t^c't't 
taxation  *in  the  same  district.  The  proviso  in  sect  5,  that  ^ 
upon  the  appointment  of  a  Burial  Board  for  an  ecclesiastical  parish 
or  district  the  powers  not  only  of  the  vestry  but  of  the  Burial  Board 
of  the  original  parish  shall  cease,  is  unintelligible  if  construed  to 
operate  prospectively ;  it  may  perhaps  have  been  intended  to  apply 
only  to  the  Burial  Boards  of  private  burial  grounds.  [CocKBURN,  C. 
J.— This  is  an  instance  of  inartificial  legislation ;  the  proviso  would 
more  properly  be  an  independent  enactment  Blackburn,  J. — In 
Viner,  appt.  The  Churchwardens  of  Tonbridge,  respts.,  2  E.  &  E.  9 
(E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  102),  the  Court  held  that  as,  under  stat.  18  &  19  Vict 
c  128,  8.  12,  an  ecclesiastical  parish  which  has  a  separate  burial 
ground  may  appoint  a  Burial  Board  for  itself,  the  rest  of  the  parish 

(o)  Sm  p.  6M. 
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might,  by  implication,  appoint  a  separate  Burial  Board  under  tbe 
same  section.  Mellor,  J. — By  sect.  12  of  stat.  18  &  19  Vict.  c.  128, 
a  parish  or  district  for  which  a  barial  ground  has  been  provided  may 
appoint  a  Burial  Board,  and  yet  in  that  case,  construing  the  proviso 
to* Stat.  20  &  21  Yict  c.  81,  s.  5,  literally,  if  a  smaller  district  within 
it  subsequently  appoints  a  Burial  Board,  the  powers  of  the  existing 
Burial  Board  are  to  cease.] 

Secondly.  It  does  not  appear  that  a  valid  resolution  that  a  burial 
ground  should  be  providea  for  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour  was  passed 
by  the  vestry  of  that  parish.  [He  referred  to  stat.  15  k  16  Vict.  c. 
85,  s.  10.]  [Blackburn,  J.— At  most  that  is  only  a  defect  which 
seems  to  be  cured  by  stat.  20  k  21  Vict.  c.  81,  s.  27 ;  but  I  have  some 
doubt  whether  it  is  a  defect.  Crompton,  J. — The  return  is  rather 
evasive  as  to  this ;  the  report  of  the  committee  recommended  a  sepa- 
rate burial  ground  and  the  formation  of  a  Burial  Board ;  after  that  a 
^5781  ^^^^^^^^°  ^7  ^^^  vestry,  that  the  report  be  adopted  and  that  a 
-'  ^Burial  Board  for  the  parish  should  be  formed,  is  quite  suffi- 
cient.] 

Petersdorff,  Serjt.,  was  not  called  upon  to  reply. 

CocKBURN,  C.  J. — This  is  a  case  of  great  doubt,  and  I  do  not  with- 
out great  hesitation  form  an  opinion  upon  it. 

The  question  is  whether  a  parish  for  ecclesiastical  purposes,  carved 
out  of  a  common-law  parish,  is  entitled,  under  stat  20  &  21  Vict.  c. 
81,  s.  5,  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board  for  itself,  in  order  to  the  obtaining 
of  a  separate  burial  ground,  there  being  already  a  Burial  Board  esta- 
blished for  the  entire  parish,  of  which  it  is  a  component  part.  Sec- 
tion 5,  in  terms,  gives  power  to  such  a  part  of  a  parish  to  appoint  its 
own  Burial  Board  and  establish  its  own  burial  ground ;  and  provides 
that,  on  its  taking  the  necessary  steps  for  that  purpose,  all  the  powers 
of  the  general  vestry  of  the  entire  parish,  and  of  the  Burial  Board 
already  constituted,  shall  at  once  cease  and  determine  so  far  as  relates 
to  it. 

If  that  section  stood  alone,  nothing  could  be  clearer.  But  a  diffi- 
culty arises  in  giving  a  construction  to  that  section  according  to  its 
plain  meaning,  consistently  with  the  enactments  in  other  statutes 
which  are  to  be  read  with  it  The  great  difficulty  is  that,  under 
powers  ffiven  by  the  previous  Acts,  the  vestry  of  the  entire  parish 
are  entitled  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board  and  establish  a  burial  ground 
for  the  entire  parish,  and  such  Burial  Board  is  empowered  to  borrow 
money  for  the  purposes  of  the  burial  ground,  and  to  charge  the  rates 
of  the  entire  parish  with  the  payment  of  principal  and  interest 
They  are  to  apportion  the  charge  over  the  component  parts,  if  each 
part  maintains  its  own  poor  and  has  its  own  poor  rate ;  but  if  not  ^ 
*5791  ^"  ^^^  ^present  case,  they  are  to  issue  their  certificates  to  the 
^  overseers  to  levy  out  of  the  general  poor  rates  the  whole  amount 
required.  But  if,  after  a  general  Burial  Board  has  been  appointed, 
and  a  common  burial  ground  has  been  obtained  for  a  whole  parish, 
and  a  charge  has  been  imposed  on  the  rates  of  the  whole  parish,  a 
District  parish  may  proceed,  under  the  5th  section,  to  appoint  a  Burial 
Board  and  establish  a  separate  burial  ground  of  its  own,  there  is  great 
difficulty,  though  the  solution  of  it  is  not  necessary  to  the  decision  of 
this  case,  in  saying  how  the  powers  of  the  vestry  of  the  whole  parish 
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ire  to  be  kept  alive,  so  as  to  eoable  that  body  to  compel  the  District 
parish  to  contribute  its  share  towards  the  common  liability  which  has 
been  already  incurred  and  charged  upon  the  rates  of  the  whole  parish. 
The  enactment  is  express  that,  on  the  exercise  by  the  District  parish 
of  the  powers  given  to  it  by  that  section,  the  powers  of  the  general 
Burial  Board  are  at  once  to  cease  as  to  the  District  parish,  and  there- 
fore the  power  of  granting  certificates  to  the  overseers  is  at  an  end; 
and  there  is  no  other  mode  of  making  the  District  parish  contribute. 
Oq  the  other  hand,  when  we  look  to  that  part  of  the  proviso  in  the 
same  section,  which,  until  a  burial  ground  shall  be  provided  for  the 
new  parish  or  District,  with  respect  to  the  burial  of  j^arishioners  of 
soch  new  parish  or  District  in  the  burial  ground  provided  under  pre- 
vioos  Acts  for  the  whole  parish  out  of  rates  to  which  the  new  parish 
or  District  shall  contribute  or  be  liable,  confers  upon  the  incumbent 
of  the  new  parish  or  District  the  same  rights,  duties,  and  fees  as  if  that 
banal  ground  were  exclusively  the  burial  ground  of  such  new  parish 
or  District,  it  seems  plain  that  the  Legislature  did  contemplate  that  a 
District  burial  ground  ^might  be  superadded  to  that  already  r#-oA 
provided  for  the  whole  parish.  When  it  becomes  necessary  to  ^ 
decide  that  question,  it  may  probably  be  held  that  the  powers  of  the 
general  Board,  though  superseded  with  respect  to  the  new  parish  or 
District  for  the  future,  are  yet  kept  alive  with  reference  to  expenses 
and  liabilities  already  incurred.  It  is  sufficient  to  have  suggested  this 
u  a  difficulty  in  considering  what  is  the  proper  construction  to  be  put 
OD  the  5th  section. 

With  reference  to  the  facts  of  the  present  case,  and  in  the  midst  of 
this  complicated,  confused,  and  embrangled  legislation  the  only  safe 
coarse  being  to  adhere  and  give  effect  to  the  plain  meaning  of  the 
terms  used,  I  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  although  a  Burial  Board 
may  have  been  appointed  and  a  burial  ground  established  for  the 
whole  parish,  that  does  not  supersede  the  power  of  the  District  parish, 
ander  stat  20  &  21  Yict.  c.  81,  s.  6,  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board  and 
provide  a  separate  burial  ground  for  itself.  Upon  this  view  our  judg- 
ment on  this  mandamus  and  return  must  be  for  the  Crown. 

Cbompton,  J.— We  have  to  consider  the  effect  of  stat.  20  &  21 
Yict.  c.  81, 8. 5,  where  a  Burial  Board  has  been  appointed  by  a  smaller 
ecclesiaslical  parish  or  district,  after  the  appointment  of  a  Burial 
Board  for  the  whole  parish.  In  the  preceding  case(a)  I  expressed 
myself  as  feeling  difficulties  as  to  the  construction  of  that  section ;  * 
aod  I  am  not  able  now  to  solve  the  difficulty  as  to  the  right  of 
creditors. 

We  have  to  see  whether  the  prosecutors  of  this  mandamus  have 
brought  themselves  within  that  section,  or  ^whether  there  is  r^eoi 
anything  in  the  return  to  take  them  out  of  it.  Upon  the  whole  '- 
I  think  that,  on  this  record,  the  prosecutors  are  within  sect.  5.  We 
oaght  to  keep  as  near  to  the  words  of  the  statute  as  we  can.  It 
appears  from  the  writ  that  St.  Saviour  is  a  new  parish  for  ecclesiasti- 
cal purposes,  not  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor,  and  that  it  had 
no  separate  burial  ground ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  within  stat.  18  k  19 
Vict,  a  128,  ss.  12  &  13.  But  is  it  not  within  stat.  20  &  21  Yict.  c. 
81,  8.  67    By  that  section  the  vestry  of  a  new  parish,  not  separately 

(a)  S«e  p.  566. 
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maintaining  its  own  poor,  and  which  has  no  separate  burial  ground, 
may  appoint  a  Burial  Board  with  all  the  powers  of  a  Burial  Board  for 
the  whole  parish  under  previous  Acts,  and  among  others  the  power 
of  issuing  certificates  to  the  overseers  of  the  parish  for  taxing  that 
part  of  the  parish  which  has  come  to  the  resolution  of  providing  a 
separate  burial  ground ;  and  there  is  a  proviso  that  then  all  the  powers 
of  the  vestry  and  of  the  Burial  Board  for  the  whole  parish  shall  cease 
as  to  the  new  eccleciastical  parish.  But  for  that  proviso,  there  would 
be  much  in  Mr.  Smith's  argument  that  when  a  Burial  Board  has  been 
appointed  for  the  whole  parish,  including  one  or  more  parishes  for 
ecclesiastical  purposes,  those  parishes  would  not  have  the  power  to 
appoint  a  separate  Burial  Board ;  just  as  when  one  of  two  sets  of 
magistrates,  having  concurrent  jurisdiction,  gets  seisin  of  a  matter  the 
other  is  functus  officio, — though  that  is  not  exactly  a  parallel  case, 
because  the  two  bodies  in  the  present  case  are  not  to  do  precisely  the 
same  thing.  I  should  have  doubted  whether,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
the  difficulty,  we  might  not  have  strained  the  language  of  the  proviso 
in  sect.  5,  as  introduced  per  incuriam^  or,  for  greater  caution,  to  guard 
♦5821  **8*^'°3*  ^^y  thing  whether  possible  or  impossible ;  but,  in  the 
J  subsequent  part  of  the  proviso,  the  framers  of  the  Act  distinctly 
contemplate  the  case  of  a  smaller  ecclesiastical  parish  appointing  a 
separate  Burial  Board,  where  a  burial  ground  has  been  already  pro- 
vided for  the  whole  parish,  because  it  says,  '*  If  any  burial  ground  has 
been  or  shall  be  provided  under  the  recited  Acts  for  the  burial  of  the 
dead,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  for  any  parish  or  parishes  out  of  rates 
to  which  such  new  parish  or  district,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  have 
contributed  or  contribute  or  be  liable."    If  the  smaller  ecclesiastical 

Earish  is  in  a  large  parish,  it  may  be  convenient  for  its  inhabitants  to 
ave  their  own  burial  ground. 

The  possible  solution  of  the  difficulty,  where  a  liability  has  been 
previously  thrown  on  the  whole  parish,  may  be  that  the  proviso 
restrains  the  Burial  Board  of  the  whole  parish  from  doing  any  act  to 
lay  any  fresh  burden  upon  the  new  ecclesiastical  parish,  but  that  their 
powers  to  carry  out  what  has  been  already  begun,  and  as  to  liabilities 
already  incurred,  continue  in  force.  Unless  the  Courts  hold  that  ex- 
isting liabilities  remain  and  cannot  be  got  rid  of,  and  that  the  powers 
of  the  Burial  Board  of  the  whole  parish  quoad  those  liabilities  remain 
also,  the  Legislature  must  interfere.  However  that  may  be,  the 
liCgislature  appear  to  have  given  the  smaller  part  of  the  parish,  which 
has  been  constituted  an  ecclesiastical  parish,  power  to  provide  a 
separated  burial  ground,  and  to  tax  themselves  for  that  purpose. 

Blackburn,  J. — The  difficulty  in  the  present  case  arises  from  the 
necessity  of  construing  these  statutes  together.  The  proviso  in  sect 
5  of  Stat.  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  81,  appears  to  have  been  framed  without 
♦6881  ^®fl®®^^°8  *^"  *'J  ^^^  matters  to  which  it  would  apply ;  but  we 
-*  must  construe  it  as  if  the  Legislature  had  in  its  mind  all  the 
previous  enactments.  By  the  earlier  statutes  the  whole  parish  was 
empowered  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board  without  any  limitation ;  subse- 
quently, smaller  parishes  or  districts  within  the  whole  parish  were 
enabled  to  do  the  same.  And,  by  stat.  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  85,  s.  5,  when 
the  smaller  parish  has  appointed  a  Burial  Board,  it  ''shall  exercise 
and  have  all  the  powers  which  they  might  have  exercised  and  bad" 
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under  the  former  Acts.  If  both  the  original  and  the  district  parish 
choose  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board,  it  is  not  said  in  terms  that  the  ex- 
ercise of  its  powers  by  the  one  shall  take  away  the  powers  of  the 
other.  I  agree  with  Mr.  Smith  that  we  cannot  suppose  that  the 
Legislature  meant  that  there  should  be  two  concurrent  Burial  Boards 
exercising  the  same  powers  at  the  same  time  in  the  same  district ;  nor 
that  there  should  be  a  race  between  them,  and  that  the  parish  which 
first  appointed  a  Burial  Board  should  preclude  the  other  from  appoint- 
ing one.  I  think  the  proviso  was  introduced'  to  prevent  that  ab- 
surdity;  because  it  provides  that,  upon  the  appointment  of  a  Burial 
Board  for  the  new  parish,  "all  the  powers  of  any  other  vestry  or 
meeting  or  Burial  Board,  if  any,  shall  then  cease  and  determine,^'  so 
far  as  relates  to  such  new  parish.  And  what  follows  in  the  same 
proviso  shows  that  the  Legislature  contemplated  the  case  might  arise 
in  which  the  whole  parish  had  previously  appointed  a  Burial  Board, 
and  that  Board  had  proceeded  to  provide  a  burial  ground.  Therefore 
the  Court  is  bound  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  smaller  ecclesi- 
astical parish  may  appoint  a  Burial  Board  and  provide  a  separate 
burial  ground ;  and,  when  they  do  so,  the  powers  of  the  Burial  Board 
*of  the  whole  parish  shall  cease  as  to  the  smaller  ecclesiastical  r«rg4 
parish.  And  this  would  be  just  and  proper,  if  a  clause  had  ^ 
been  inserted  that  the  rights  of  creditors  should  be  preserved.  I 
think  it  is  probable  that  the  proviso  w<ill  be  construed  as  if  the  words 
"except  8o  far  as  is  necessary  to  discharge  existing  liabilities"  were  in 
it,  though  that  would  be  a  considerable  strain  upon  the  words. 

MsLLOB,  J. — I  share  in  the  doubts  and  hesitation  expressed  by  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  and  the  other  members  of  the  Court :  and  I  should 
have  wished  for  further  time  to  consider  the  matter  if  I  did  not  believe 
that  we  have  obtained  all  the  aid  which  we  can  expect.  I  was  at  first 
struck  with  Mr.  Smith's  view  that  the  smaller  parish  cannot  appoint 
a  separate  Burial  Board  when  the  whole  parish  has  appointed  a  Burial 
Board  and  obtained  a  burial  ground;  but  upon  consideration  I  am 
not  able  to  adopt  it,  and  therefore  I  agree  with  the  rest  of  the  Court. 

I  also  agree,  as  to  the  construction  of  stat.  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  81,  s.  5, 
that  it  will  probably  be  held  that  the  new  ecclesiastical  parish  shall 
remain  liable  to  rates  for  the  charges  which  have  been  already  incurred, 
and  that  the  effect  of  the  proviso  for  the  cesser  of  the  powers  of  the 
Burial  Board  of  the  whole  parish  will  be  to  restrain  the  further  exer- 
cise of  their  powers  to  lay  any  fresh  burden  upon  the  new  ecclesiasti- 
cal parish.  1  hope  that  a  subordinate  sense  will  satisfy  the  words  of 
the  proviso;  and,  at  all  events,  that  the  result  will  be  not  to  damage 
the  security  of  the  rates  in  respect  of  liabilities  already  incurred. 

Judgment  for  the  Crown. 
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*585]  *The  QUEEN  v.  HAYWARD.     April  80. 

5  <fe  6  W.A^c.  76,  9. 105. — Municipal  corporation, — CUrh  of  ike  peace, — Removal, 

By  The  MaDioipal  Corporation  Aet,  6  A  6  W.  4,  e.  76,  8. 103,.  where  a  borough  baa  a  separate 
Coart  of  Quarter  Sessions,  the  power  of  appointing  the  elerk  of  the  peaee  is  in  the  Cooneil  of 
the  borough ;  and,  by  sect  105,  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  of  which  the  Recorder  is  sole 
Judge,  **  shall  have  cognisance  of  all  crimes,  offences,  and  matters  whatsoeyer  cognisable  by 
any  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  peace  for  eonnties ;"  proTided,  among  other  things,  that 
no  Recorder,  by  virtue  of  hi^  office,  shall  have  power  **  to  exereise  any  of  the  powers  heiein 
specially  vested  in  the  Council."  Held,  that  the  power  of  removing  the  clerk  of  the  peaee  was 
in  the  Recorder. 

Information  in  the  nature  of  a  quo  warranto  for  usurping  the 
office  of  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  city  of  Rochester. 

Plea.  That  the  city  of  Rochester  is  an  ancient  city,  and  is  one  of 
the  boroughs  mentioned  and  referred  to  in  Schedule  A.  in  stat  6  &  6 
W.  4,  c.  76,  as  the  borough  of  Rochester ;  and  that  the  mayor  and 
citizens  of  the  said  city  and  the  said  corporation  are  one  body  cor- 
porate and  politic,  by  the  name  of  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Citizens  of 
the  city  of  Rochester,  and  that  in  the  said  city,  pursuant  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  said  Act,  there  of  right  ought  to  have  been  one  mayor 
and  divers  aldermen  and  councillors  of  the  said  city :  and  that,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  said  Act  of  Parliament,  a  separate  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  had  been  holden  in  and  for  the  said  city, 
and  there  of  right  ought  to  be  a  Recorder  of  and  for  the  said  city : 
and  that  there  of  right  ought  to  have  been,  under  the  said  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, a  fit  person  to  be  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  said  city  during  his  good 
♦5861  ^'^^^^^^^^ »  *^^  ^^^^  ^^^  place  and  office  of  *clerk  of  the  peace 
•'  of  the  said  city  was  a  public  office  and  a  place  and  office  of  great 
trust  within  the  said  city  touching  the  administration  of  public  justice 
within  the  same :  that  after  the  passing  of  the  said  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  after  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  councillors  of  the  said  city  had 
been  duly  elected  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  of  Par- 
liament, and  after  the  said  separate  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  oi  the 
Peace  had  been  granted  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  of 
Parliament,  to  be  holden  in  and  for  the  said  city,  and  after  the  Recorder 
of  and  for  the  said  city  had  been  appointed  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  the  said  Act,  to  wit,  on,  &c.,  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  councillors 
of  the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  then  being  the  Council  of  the  said 
city,  duly,  and  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, appointed  the  defendant,  then  being  a  fit  person  in  that  behalf, 
to  be  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  said  city  during  his  good  behaviour, 
and  the  defendant  then  and  there  accepted  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
the  peace  of  the  said  city,  and  then  and  there  became  and  was  the 
clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  said  city.  Averment,  that  by  virtue  thereof 
he  claimed  the  office.     Verification. 

Replication.  That,  after  the  defendant  was  appointed  clerk  of  the 
peace  of  the  said  city,  he  grossly  misbehaved  himself,  in  that  he,  being 
a  trustee  of  certain  moneys  for  certain  persons,  did,  with  intent  to 
defraud  them,  convert  and  appropriate  certain  part  of  the  said  moneys 
to  and  for  his  own  use,  without  their  consent  or  knowledge:  and 
thereupon  afterwards,  and  before  his  removal  from  his  office  as  there- 
after mentioned,  a  bill  in  Chancery  was  preferred  by  one  G.  £•> 
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alleging  that  the  defendant  had  embezzled  part  of  the  said  trust  peo^ 
moneys  by  sales  of  *stock  which  came  into  his  hands  as  surviv-  ^ 
ing  trustee  thereof,  and  praying  that  a  certain  partnership  between 
him  and  the  defendant  might  be  declared  to  be  aissolved ;  and  there- 
upon the  defendant  put  in  his  answer,  and  stated  that  he  had  sold  part 
of  the  said  stock,  and  received  the  proceeds  thereof,  and  applied  the 
same  to  his  own  use ;  and  the  Court  decreed  that  the  said  partnership 
was  dissolved :  and  afterwards,  and  before  the  removal  of  the  defend- 
ant from  his  office,  it  became  and  was  publicly  known  and  notorious 
in  the  said  city  that  the  defendant  had  so  misbehaved  himself:  an4 
thereupon  the  Council  of  the  said  city  summoned  the  defendant  to 
appear  before  them  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not,  on  account  of  such 
misbehaviour,  be  removed  from  his  office ;  but  the  defendant  did  not 
appear  or  answer  the  charge :  and  the  Council  resolved  that,  on  ac- 
count of  such  misbehaviour,  the  defendant  be  removed  from  the  said 
office,  and  the  Council  did  accordingly  remove  him ;  and  afterwards, 
duly  and  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  of  Parliament, 
appointed  H.  Wickham,  then  being  a  fit  person,  to  be  clerk  of  the 
peace  of  the  said  city  during  his  good  behaviour,  who  accepted  the 
said  office. 

Demurrer,  and  joinder  therein. 

MeUUh  (with  him  ifocrusmara),  for  the  defendant. — First.  The  power 
to  remove  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  a  borough  having  a  Court  of  Quar- 
ter Sessions  is  in  the  Becoraer ;  and  the  Town  Council  have  no  juris- 
diction to  remove  him. 

Although  under  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76, 
8.  103,  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for  such  a  borough  is  appointed  by  the 
Town  Council,  he  is  not  a  corporate  officer.  Before  that  statute  the 
^offices  of  town  clerk  and  clerk  of  the  peace  in  boroughs  were,  r«coo 
in  most  cases,  by  the  terms  of  the  charters,  united  in  the  same  ^ 
person.  But  Begina  v.  The  Recorder  of  Carmarthen,  7  A.  &  E.  756 
(E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  84),  where  it  was  held  that  notice  of  appeal  against 
a  borough  rate,  under  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  92,  must  be  given  to 
the  town  clerk,  and  need  not  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  shows 
that,  since  that  statute,  the  clerk  of  the  peace  is  an  officer  of  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions.  Lord  Denman  said,  p.  759  :  "  The  Act  which 
creates  the  clerk  of  the  peace  imposes  upon  him  no  duties  to  the  Town 
Council."  And  Littledale,  J.,  said,  p.  760 :  "Stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  o.  76, 
8.  92,  puts  the  borough  rate  on  the  footing  of  a  county  rate ;  we  are, 
therefore,  to  see  what  is  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  each  case. 
In  that  of  a  county  rate,  the  officer  of  the  party  making  the  rate  is  the 
clerk  of  the  peace ;  in  that  of  a  borough  rate,  it  is  the  town  clerk.  It 
is  true  that  stat.  57  G.  S,  c.  94,  s.  2,  names  the  clerk  of  the  peace ;  but, 
under  The  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  a 
borough  does  not  act  as  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  a  county  does." 
[Blackbubk,  J. — Does  it  follow  that  he  is  not  a  corporate  officer,  so 
as  to  bring  him  under  the  power  of  the  Town  Council  ?J  In  Regina 
V.  Grimshaw,  6  D.  &  L.  249,  where  the  question  was,  whether  the 
relator  in  a  quo  warranto  for  executing  the  office  of  coroner  of  the 
borough  of  Wigan,  in  which  judgment  had  been  given  for  the  Crown,(a) 
was  entitled  to  costs,  Patteson,  J.,  held  that,  since  The  Municipal  Cor- 

(o)  Sm  10  Q.  B.  747  (E.  0.  L.  R.  rol.  59). 
B.  k  S.,  VOL.  II.— 22 
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poration  Act,  the  coroner  was  not  a  corporate  officer  witbin  the  mean- 
ing of  Stat.  9  Ann.  c.  20,  and  said,  pp.  261-262 :  ''  He  is  the  Queen's 
*589'i  ^^^®'*»  ^^®  duties  are  entirely  independent  of  the  corporation, 
^  and  although  *he  is  appointed  bj  the  corporation,  it  does  not 
make  him  their  officer."  Those  observations  apply  to  the  clerk  of 
the  peace,  who  also  is  a  new  officer  in  boroughs.  The  rule  of  law  is 
that  officers  of  a  Court  are  responsible  to  the  Court  of  which  they  are 
officers,  not  to  the  persons  who  appointed  them.  The  officer  of  a  Conrt 
of  record  is  removable  by  the  Court  whether  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Court  or  not :  thus  the  clerk  of  assize  is  appointed  by  the  senior  Judge 
for  that  circuit  at  the  time  of  the  vacancy,  but  he  is  removable  by 
any  Judge  of  assize.  [Crompton,  J. — That  is,  by  the  Judge  who  is 
in  the  same  position  as  the  person  who  appointed  him.]  In  6  Bac. 
Abr.  48,  7th  ed.,  Offices  and  Offi^cers  (M.),  it  is  said:  "If  the  Bang 
grants  an  office  in  any  of  the  Courts  at  Westminster  the  Judges  may 
remove  such  an  officer  for  insufficiency,  and  are  the  proper  persons  to 
judge  of  his  abilities;  4  Mod.  SO,  arguendo;"  which  was  the  case  of 
Jones  17.  The  Bishop  of  Llandaff.  And  then  the  case  of  Yaux  v.  Jef- 
ferson, 2  Dy.  114  b,  2  Roll.  Abr.  156  (O).  pi.  4,  is  cited,  in  which  a 
filazer  of  the  Common  Pleas  was  dischargea  from  his  office  for  being 
absent  during  two  years,  and  for  farming  his  office  from  year  to  year 
without  leave  of  the  Court.  [Crompton,  J. — In  Rex  v.  The  Corpora- 
tion of  Wells,  4  Burr.  1999,  which  was  a  mandamus  to  restore  Ser- 
jeant Burland  to  the  recordership  from  which  the  corporation  had 
removed  him,  the  Court  thought  that  the  corporation  had  power  to 
remove  him  if  there  had  been  misconduct  justifying  his  removal. 
Blackburn,.  J.,  referred  toRegina  v.  The  Corporation  of  Ipswich,  2  Ld. 
Raym.  1288 :  and  Mbllor,  J.,  referred  to  Rex  v.  The  Mayor  of  Bridge- 
water,  6  A.  4  E.  389  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  88).]  The  clerk  of  the  peace  of 
«f;oAi  **  county  is  removable  by  the  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  county : 
^^^J  Harcourt  v.  Fox,  4  Mod.  167,  1  Show.  426,  656. 12  Mod.  42  ;(a) 
Rex  V.  Lloyd,  2  Str.  996.  A  coroner,  indeed,  is  removable  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor ;  but  there  is  a  special  reason  for  that. 

The  office  of  clerk  of  the  peace  in  a  borough  is  a  new  office  created 
by  statute,  and  the  question  is,  on  a  proper  construction  of  the  statute 
creating  the  office,  in  whom  is  the  power  of  removal  vested,  no  express 
power  to  remove  being  given.  By  sect.  108  of  stat.  6  4  6  W.  4,  c. 
76,  after  the  grant  of  a  separate  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  the  Town 
•Council  is  to  appoint  "a  fit  person  to  be  clerk  of  the  peace  during  bis 
^ood  behaviour:"  and,  in  the  event  of  his  being  accused  of  miscon- 
•duct,  it  is  important  that  he  should  be  tried  by  a  tribunal  which  has 
power  to  call  witnesses  and  examine  them  on  oath  and  send  for 
•  papers,  and  whose  determination  may  be  removed  into  this  Court  by 
^certiorari.  By  sect.  105  all  the  judicial  powers  incident  to  the  county 
Quarter  Sessions  are  given  to  the  Recorders  of  boroughs,  and  there- 
fore the  power  of  removing  the  clerk  of  the  peace:  and  the  proviso, 
which  excepts  the  power  of  making  a  county  rate,  and  to  grant 
.licenses,  ''  or  to  exercise  any  of  the  powers  herein  specially  vested  in 
the  Council  of  such  borough,"  shows  how  general  the  power  of  the 
Hecorder  is.  Clerks  of  the  peace  of  boroughs  are  put  in  the  same 
position,  in  all  respects,  as  clerks  of  the  peace  for  counties.    Then 

(a)  Affirmed  in  Parliameiit,  1  Show.  Pari  Ca  158. 
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Stat.  1  W.  &  M.  aess.  1,  c.  21,  s.  6,  which  provides  for  the  suspension 
or  discharge  of  the  latter,  having  given  to  the  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
county  jurisdiction  to  determine  the  matter  judicially,  it  follows  that 
the  power  of  removing  the  clerk  ♦of  the  peace  in  boroughs  r*59^ 
cannot  be  a  power  specially  vested  in  the  Town  Council  within  •- 
the  exception  in  the  proviso  to  sect.  105.  The  cases  decided  on  sect. 
105  of  Stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  as  to  the  power  of  the  Recorder  to  try 
appeals  against  orders  of  removal  show  that  he  has  every  jurisdiction 
which  the  Quarter  Sessions  in  counties  have,  unless  it  is  expressly 
taken  from  him  by  the  proviso:  Begina  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  St. 
Edmunds,  Salisbury,  2  Q.  B.  72  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  42);  Regina  v.  The 
Justices  of  Suffolk,  2  Q.  B.  85 ;  Regina  v.  The  Justices  of  Shropshire, 
2  Q.  B.  87.  [He  also  cited  Regina  v.  The  Recorder  of  Hull,  8  A.  & 
E.  688  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  85).] 

Secondly.  The  defendant  ha^  not  committed  an  offence  of  such  a 
nature  that  be  could  be  lawfully  removed.  [The  Court  intimated 
that  they  would  decide  the  first  point  before  hearing  the  argument  on 
the  second.] 

Ltuih  (with  him  Prentiee\  for  the  prosecutors. — First.  The  clerk 
of  the  peace  in  boroughs  is  not  an  officer  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions;  his  position  differs  from  that  of  a  clerk  of  the  peace  in 
counties,  though  the  duties  are  similar:  Harding  v.  Pollock,  6  Bing. 
26  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  19).  In  the  county  the  clerk  of  the  peace  is 
deputy  of  the  custos  rotulorum  who  was  appointed  by  the  Crown,  and 
therefore  he  was  removable  by  the  custos  rotulorum:  Dickenson's 
Quarter  Sessions,  by  Talfourd,  p.  64,  5th  ed.  [Blackburn,  J. — Stat. 
87  H.  8,  c.  1,  treats  the  clerk  of  the  peace  as  a  distinct  officer,  and  not 
as  the  deputy  of  the  custos  rotulorum.  Sect.  8  enacts  that  every 
custos  rotulorum^  shall  "  nominate,  elect,  appoint,  and  assign  all  and 
every  person  and  persons  which  hereafter  shall  be  clerks  of  the 
peace  ....  and  to  give  and  grant  *the  said  office  and  offices  r«502 
of  the  clerkship  of  the  peace  to  such  able  person  instructed  in  ^ 
the  laws  of  this  realm,  as  shall  be  able  to  exercise  and  occupy  the 
same,  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  same  during  the  time  that  the  said  custos 
rotulorum  shall  occupy  and  exercise  the  aforesaid  office  of  custos 
rotulorum,  so  that  the  said  clerk  demean  him  in  the  said  office  justly 
and  honestly :  And  that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  every  such  grantee  of 
the  said  clerkship,  to  occupy  and  enjoy  the  same  office  of  the  clerk- 
ship of  the  peace,  by  himself  or  by  his  sufficient  deputy  instructed 
in  the  laws  of  this  realm,  so  that  the  same  deputy  be  admitted,  taken, 
and  reputed  by  the  said  custos  rotulorum,  to  be  sufficient  and  able  to 
exercise,  occupy,  keep,  and  enjoy  the  same  office."  Mellish  referred 
to  the  judgment  of  Holt,  C.  J.,  in  Harcourt  v.  Fox,  1  Show.  529,  580.] 
Stat.  87  H.  8,  c.  1,  only  alters  the  tenure  of  the  office.  [He  referred 
to  Dickenson's  Quarter  Sessions,  by  Talfourd,  p.  96,  5th  ed.]  By 
Stat  1  W.  &  M.  sess.  1,  c.  21,  s.  5,  ''  the  custos  rotulorum,  or  other 
person,  to  whom  of  right  it  doth  or  shall  belong  to  nominate  or 
appoint- the  clerk  of  the  peace  for  any  county,  riding,  division,  or 
other  place,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  where  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
the  peace  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be  void,  nominate  and  appoint  one 
able  and  sufficient  person  residing  in  the  said  county,  riding,  division, 
or  other  place,  for  which  he  is  so  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  clerk 
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of  the  peace,  to  execute  the  same  by  himself  or  his  sufficient  deputy, 
and  to  take  and  receive  the  fees,  profits,  and  perquisites  thereof,  for 
so  long  time  only  as  such  clerk  of  the  peace  shall  well  demean  him- 
self in  his  said  office."  Sect.  6,  which  gives  the  power  of  removing 
^^Qo-i  the  clerk  of  the  peace  to  the  justices  in  'Quarter  Sessions, 
-I  does  not  take  it  away  from  the  custos  rotulorum :  the  Quarter 
Sessions  have  that  power  concurrently  with  him.  At  any  rate  thi^t 
statute  does  not  apply  to  boroughs :  the  words  **  other  person,"  in  sect 
6,  had  reference  to  the  counties  palatine  of  Durham  and  Lancaster. 
[CooKBUBN,  C.  J.— It  is  admitted  that  stat.  1  W.  &  M.  sess.  1,  c.  21, 
does  not  embrace  this  case.] 

It  is  a  general  principle  that  officers  holding  office  during  good  be- 
haviour are,  in  the  absence  of  any  prescription,  custom  or  enactment 
to  the  contrary,  removable  by  the  person  in  whom  the  appointment 
is  vested :  e.  g.  **  The  parish  clerk  oi^ht  to  be  deprived  by  him  that 
placed  him  in  his  office ;"  subject  to  his  decision  being  brought  before 
a  superior  Court  for  revision :  8  Burn.  Eccl.  Law,  by  Phillimore,  p. 
86,  9th  ed.  Therefore  the  proviso  at  the  end  of  sect.  106  of  stat.  5 
&  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  excludes  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Recorder  the 
power  of  removing  the  clerk  of  the  peace. 

Neither  is  the  power  of  removing  its  officers  incident  to  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  as  a  Court  of  Record :  if  it  were  so,  stat  1  W.  k 
M.  sess.  1,  c.  21,  s.  6,  would  have  been  unnecessary.  The  Legislature, 
by  giving  the  power  of  appointing  the  clerk  of  the  peace  to  the  Town 
Council,  give  them  also  the  power  of  removing  him.  They  have 
an  interest  in  the  good  conduct  of  their  officer,  and  they  pay  his 
salary.  [Cockbubn,  C.  J. — The  question  is  whether  sect.  105  of  The 
Municipal  Corporation  Act  has  not  conferred  this  power  on  the 
Recorder  as  one  of  the  matters  over  which  the  Court  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions in  counties  has  jurisdiction.]  It  appears  from  the  provisions 
of  that  Act  relating  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  that  a  clerk  of  the  peace 
in  boroughs  is  in  a  different  position  from  the  clerk  of  the  peace  in 
counties.  [Cockburn,  C.  J. — The«plerk  of  the  peace  in  boroughs  is 
*5941  ^^^  ^°  ^officer  of  the  Town  Council:  he  has  no  corporate  func- 
-'  tions  to  perform.]  The  corporation  must  keep  the  records  by 
deputy,  as  the  custos  rotulorum  is  required  to  do,  and  therefore  the 
clerk  of  the  peace  is  their  officer.  By  stat  6  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  all 
patronage,  except  the  appointment  of  the  Recorder,  is  studiously  left 
m  the  Town  Council.  In  Dickinson^s  Quarter  Sessions,  by  Talfourd, 
p.  90,  6t)i  ed.,  *'&/  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,^  it  is  said:  *'In  cities  and 
towns  corporate  there  was  usually  an  analogous  officer,  who  performed 
correspondent  duties,  under  some  other  title,  as  that  of  'town  clerk,' 
and  was  generally  appointed,  not  by  the  custos  rotulorum,  but  by  the 
body  corporate  of  which  he  was  an  officer;"  so  that  this  is  not  a  new 
office.  Sect  103  only  intended  to  compel  the  Council  after  a  grant 
of  a  separate  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  to  appoint  a  person  to  act  as 
clerk  of  the  peace  at  the  Quarter  Sessions ;  ana  therefore,  as  the  town 
clerk  was  removable  by  the  corporate  body  who  appointed  him,  the 
clerk  of  the  peace  is  so  also.  By  sect  65,  they  had  a  general  power 
of  removing  the  officers  who  were  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  first 
election  of  councillors  under  that  Act;  and  the  effect  of  the  proviso 
in  that  section,  that  the  town  dark  should  have  the  custody  o(  the 
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charters,  deeds,  muniments  and  records  of  the  borough,  is  to  divide 
the  offices  of  town  clerk  and  clerk  of  the  peace.  Sect.  124  requires 
the  Council  to  settle  a  table  of  the  fees  which  the  clerk  of  the  peace  is 
to  take,  and  so  gives  them  jurisdiction  over  him.  [Crompton,  J. — 
Subject  to  confirmation  and  allowance  by  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
State.]  By  that  section  the  Town  Council  are  to  do  in  boroughs 
what,  by  stat.  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  43,  s.  80,  the  county  justices  do  in 
counties.  Sect.  124  also  confers  the  power  of  altering  the  fees  on  the 
Council,  and  not  on  the  *Recorder.  [Crompton,  J. — By  that  r^KOK 
section  the  Council  are  also  to  settle  the  fees  to  be  taken  by  '- 
the  clerk  to  the  justices,  with  which  the  Recorder  has  nothing  to  do ; 
and  it  would  not  be  a  wise  arrangement  to  have  two  tables  of  fees, 
one  made  by  the  Recorder  for  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  and  the  other 
made  by  the  Council  for  the  clerk  to  the  justices.]  This  is  further 
carried  out  by  stat  14  &  15  Vict.  c.  55,  s.  9,  which  authorizes  the 
Quarter  Sessions  in  counties,  and  the  Council  in  boroughs,  to  com- 
mute the  fees  and  fix  what  salary  shall  be  paid  to  clerks  of  the  peace 
and  clerks  to  justices  in  lieu  of  fees.  [Crompton,  J. — Is  not  every 
judicial  duty  taken  away  from  the  Town  Council?  Cockburn,  C.  J. 
— If  there  was  any  matter  of  which  the  Quarter  Sessions  were  bound 
to  take  judicial  co^isance  prior  to  the  passing  of  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4, 
c.  76,  the  jurisdiction  over  the  same  matter  is  vested  in  the  Recorder. 
Is  not  cognisance  of  the  misbehaviour  of  a  clerk  of  the  peace  a  judi- 
cial matter  ?  Mellor,  J.,  referred  to  Regina  v.  The  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
sury, Re  Tibbits,  10  A.  &  E.  874  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  87).]  It  is  exer- 
cised  out  of  Court.  Regina  v.  The  Recorder  of  Hull,  8  A.  &  E.  838 
(E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  85),  was  decided  on  peculiar  grounds. 

Secondly.  The  replication  shows  sufficient  ground  for  the  removal : 
and  quo  warranto  is  the  legal  mode  for  trying  the  question  whether 
the  defendant  is  removable.  [Blackburn,  J. — It  cannot  be  contended 
that  the  office  was  ipso  facto  vacated.] 

Melliah  was  not  called  upon  to  reply. 

Cockburn,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  upon  this  demurrer  our 
judgment  ought  to  be  in  favour  of  the  defendant. 

*The  Town  Council  have  taken  upon  themselves  to  exercise  r*KQg 
the  power  of  removing  an  officer,  when,  in  point  of  law,  that  ^ 
power  was  not  vested  in  them.  .  I  do  npt  entertain  any  reasonable 
doubt  that,  in  boroughs  having  a  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  is  appointed  solely  by  virtue  of  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76, 
and  that  the  office  must  be  considered  as  a  new  office  created  by  that 
statute  with  reference  to  such  boroughs.  The  same  statute,  by  sect. 
105,  enacts  that  all  the  judicial  functions  exercised  by  Courts  of 
Quarter  Sessions  in  counties  shall,  with  special  exceptions,  be  exer- 
cised by  the  recorders  of  such  boroughs:  the  words  are,  '^such  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  shall  be  a  Court  of  record,  and  shall 
have  cognisance  of  all  crimes,  offences  and  matters  whatsoever  cog- 
nisable by  any  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  th«  Peace  for  counties," 
and  the  exceptions  are  then  specified.  Now,  as  the  clerk  of  the  peace 
of  a  borough  is  to  hold*  his  office  during  good  behaviour  in  that 
office,  if  he  misbehaves  himself  the  question  arises  whether  the  mis- 
behaviour, as  a  ground  of  removal  from  the  office,  is  a  matter  cognisa- 
ble by  the  Recorder.     That  depends  entirely  on  whether,  in  counties, 
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misbehaviour  of  the  clerk  of  the  peace  is  cognisable  by  the  CJourt  of 
Quarter  Sessions.  When  we  look  at  stat.  1  W.  &  M.  sess.  1,  c.  21, 
we  find  that,  by  sect.  6,  the  misbehaviour  of  the  clerk  of  the  peace  in 
a  county,  and  his  removal  from  his  office,  is  a  matter  which  is  brought 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  upon  com- 
plaint properly  instituted.  It  was  said  by  Mr.  Lush  that  that  enact- 
ment only  gives  to  the  Quarter  Sessions  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  in 
this  matter  with  the  person  appointing  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  who, 
in  the  case  of  a  county,  is  the  custos  rotulorum.  But  I  think  that, 
^5971  ^^^°  ^^^  Legislature  gives  a  jurisdiction  of  *this  kind  to  a 
^  particular  tribunal,  and  points  out  the  form  of  procedure  to 
be  adopted  for  the  adjudication  of  such  a  question,  all  other  jurisdic- 
tion must,  by  implication,  be  taken  away ;  and  therefore  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  a  county  would  have  the  sole  cognisance  of 
such  a  matter.  If  that  be  so,  this  would  be  a  matter  cognisable  by 
the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  county  by  virtue  of  stat.  1  W. 
&  M.  sess.  1,  c.  21;  and,  as  the  Recorder  in  a  borough  is  to  have 
jurisdiction  over  all  matters  cognisable  by  the  Courts  of  Quarter 
Sessions  in  counties,  he  has  jurisdiction  over  this. 

Mr.  Lush  endeavoured  to  show  that  this  was  not  a  matter  coming 
within  the  sphere  of  judicial  functions,  but  rather  within  the  sphere 
of  those  administrative  functions  which  justices  in  the  Court  of  Quar- 
ter Sessions  exercise  independently  of  judicial  forms;  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  inference  ought  to  be  drawn  that  the  Legislature  intended  to 
leave  it  to  the  common  Council  of  the  borough,  instead  of  submitting 
it  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Recorder.  I  cannot  think  so :  for  nothing 
would  be  more  inconvenient  than  that  the  question  of  misbehaviour 
in  office  of  an  officer  of  a  Court  of  justice,  instead  of  being  cognisable 
by  those  who  exercise  judicial  power  and  authority  in  the  Court,  should 
be  left  to  the  fluctuating  and  uncertain  decision  of  a  popular  assembly. 

Mr.  Lush  also  argued  that,  as  the  power  of  removal  on  the  ground 
of  misbehaviour  is  necessarily  incident  to  the  power  of  appointment, 
and  the  power  of  appointing  the  clerk  of  the  peace  is  specially  given 
to  the  Town  Council,  the  power  of  removing  him  must,  as  incidental 
to  it,  be  in  them.  I  do  not  see  that.  I  agree  with  Mr.  Lush  that,  at 
common  law,  in  the  majority  of  offices  held  on  condition  of  good  be- 
haviour, the  power  of  removal  is  in  the  person  having  the  power  of 
*5981  ^PP^i^^^^"^*  ^^^  *^  ^^^  Legislature  have  taken  away  the 
■J  power  of  removal,  as  they  have  done  in  this  instance  of  the 
clerk  of  the  peace  of  counties,  and  have  given  it  to  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions ;  and  a  subsequent  statute  enacts  that  clerks  of  the 
peace  shall  be  appointed  for  boroughs,  and  that  the  judge  of  the  bo- 
rough Quarter  Sessions,  namely  the  Recorder,  shall  have  cognisance 
of  all  matters  cognisable  by  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the 
county,  and  therefore  of  misbehaviour  of  this  newly  created  officer ; 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  proviso  at  the  end  of  sect.  105  of  stat.  6  &  6 
W.  4,  c.  76,  that  the  Recorder  shall  not  exercise  any  o6  the  powers 
specially  vested  in  the  Council,  must  be  considered  as  excepting  the 
power  of  removing  such  an  officer;  and  therefore  there  is  no  weight 
m  the  argument  for  the  prosecutors  founded  upon  that  proviso.^ 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I  put  the  case  thus:  the  Recorder  of  a 
borough  has  given  to  him  by  Act  of  Parliament  cognisance  of  all 
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matters  cognisable  by  a  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  a  county :  that 
is,  his  judicial  authority  is  co-extensive  with  theirs.  This  is  a  matter 
which  would  come  within  the  judicial  authority  and  cognisance  of  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  a  county ;  whence  it  follows,  ex  necessi- 
tate, that  the  same  power  and  authority  is  vested  in  the  Recorder  of  a 
borough ;  and,  if  that  authority  and  jurisdiction  is  vested  in  the  Re- 
corder, it  is  taken  away  from  those  who  otherwise  would  have  power 
to  inquire  into  misbehaviour  as  a  cause  of  removal :  consequently,  the 
Town  Council  of  the  borough  have  lost  the  power,  as  in  counties 
the  custos  rotulorum  lost  it  by  that  function  being,  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament, vested  in  another  tribunal,  namely  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

Crompton,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion,  upon  the  *ground  r^gno 
that  this  case  comes  within  sect.  106  of  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76.  •• 
The  policy  of  that  act  was  to  take  away  from  a  body  like  the  Town 
Council  jurisdiction  over  all  matters  of  judicial  proceeding,  and  to 
give  it  to  the  Recorder  of  the  borough.  And  the  words  are  large 
enough  to  embrace  every  thing  in  the  nature  of  trial  or  judicial  pro- 
ceeding. 

In  the  case  of  a  clerk  of  the  peace  of  a  county,  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  for  the  county  alone  have  the  function  of  discharging  their 
own  officer.  That  was  ^iven  to  them  distinctly  by  stat.  1  W.  &  M.  sess. 
1,  c.  21,  s.  6,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  take  it  from  the  custos  rotulo- 
rum, who  had  it  before.  Mr.  Lush  said  that  there  might  be  a  concur- 
rent jurisdiction,  and  that  the  person  first  seised  of  thp  jurisdiction  so 
to  speak,  that  is  the  person  who  first  exercised  it,  would  exclude  the 
other.  That  would  be  a  very  far-fetched  and  impracticable  construc- 
tion to  put  on  the  enactment  The  Legislature  could  not  have  meant 
that  the  Quarter  Sessions  were  to  have  the  power  if  the  custos  rotu- 
lorum did  not  exercise  it.  The  statute  clearly  takes  it  from  the  custos 
rotulorum  and  gives  it  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

In  construing  the  105th  section  of  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  50,  we  must 
look,  not  at  what  jurisdiction  the  borough  justices  or  the  borough 
Sessions  had  before  the  passing  of  that  statute,  but  at  what  jurisdic- 
tion the  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  county  had  before.  As  to  the  clerk 
of  the  peace,  they  had  clearly  the  function  of  discharging  their  own 
officer.  I  will  not  enter  into  considerations  of  convenience,  though 
they  are  strong  in  favour  of  the  construction  which  we  adopt.  By 
stat.  1  W.  &  M.  sess.  1,  c.  21,  s.  6,  the  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  r#gAA 
county  have  ^vested  in  them,  as  a  Court  exercising  judicial  '- 
functions,  the  sole  and  exclusive  power  of  dismissing  their  own  offi- 
cer— the  mode  of  procedure,  the  charge,  and  almost  the  pleading  being 
given :  and  they  are  to  decide  on  the  alleged  misdemeanour  of  the 
party,  and  give  their  judgment  accordingly. 

Then  let  us  see  whether  there  is  anything  to  prevent  that  function 
being  vested  in  the  Recorder  of  a  borough.  It  was  not  in  the  Town 
Council  originally,  because  I  think  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  peace  in 
boroughs  is  a  new  office.  In  many  boroughs  there  was  no  such  office 
distinct  from  that  of  town  clerk ;  and,  at  all  events  the  Council  of 
every  borough  in  which  a  separate  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  is  granted 
have  now  not  only  the  power,  but  by  sect.  103  it  is  compulsory  on 
them,  to  appoint  a  clerk  of  the  peace.  Then  the  question  arises  whe- 
ther the  function  of  discharging  that  officer  does  not  vest  in  the  Re- 
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corder  under  the  105th  section.  The  words  of  the  enactment  are  as 
general  as  possible,  for  the  Recorder  is  to  hold  a  Court  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, which  is  to  be  a  Court  of  record,  and  to  "  have  cognfsance  of 
all  crimes,  offences,  and  matters  whatsoever  cognisable  by  any  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  peace  for  counties."  The  power  to  try  ap- 
peals against  orders  of  borough  justices  was  a  new  power  given  by 
this  enactment.  And  I  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Lush  that  it  is  ne- 
cessarily confined  to  judicial  proce^ings.  The  inquiry  whether  there 
has  been  a  proper  appointment  of  inspector  of  weights  and  measures 
is  hardly  a  judicial  proceeding ;  yet  this  Court  has  held  that  to  be  a 
matter  within  sect.  105.(a)  I  think  the  Courts  have  rightly  given  a 
*60n  ^^^®  construction  to  the  section.     Moreover,  the  *exception  in 

-'  the  proviso  seems  to  me,  in  the  first  part  of  it,  to  enlarge  rather 
than  to  control  the  enacting  part: — "No  Recorder,  by  virtue  of  his 
cfffice,  shall  have  power  to  make  or  levy  any  county  rate,  or  rate  in 
the  nature  of  county  rate,  or  to  grant  any  license  or  authority  to  any 
person  to  keep  an  inn,  alehouse,  or  victualling  house,  to  sell  excise* 
able  liquors  by  retail," — those  are  hardly  matters  of  a  judicial  nature, 
— "or  to  exercise  any  of  the  powers  therein  specially  vested  in  the 
Council  of  such  borough."  The  only  doubt  is  on  these  last  words; 
but  I  do  not  think  that  this  is  a  power  specially  vested  in  the  Council 
of  a  borough.  By  sect  103  the  power  of  appointing  to  the  oflSce, 
which  is  to  be  held  during  good  behaviour, — a  power  not  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  judicial  proceeding, — is  expressly  vested  in  the  Council,  but 
nothing  is  said,  and  I  think  purposely,  about  the  power  of  dismissing. 
And  when  we  look  at  the  analogous  case  of  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for 
counties,  we  see  that  the  power  of  dismissal  is  not  necessarily  included 
in  the  power  of  appointment.  Whether  in  general  the  giving  a  power 
of  appointment  gives  also  by  implication  a  power  of  dismissal,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  decide ;  but  it  is  too  much  to  say  that,  because  in  some 
cases  the  person  who  appoints  has  the  power  of  dismissal,  the  latter 
power  is  necessarily  involved  in  the  former. 

I  think,  as  Mr.  Mellish  said,  the  clerk  of  the  peace  in  boroughs  is 
to  be  appointed  under  the  103d  section,  by  analogy  to  the  office  of 
clerk  of  the  peace  of  a  county,  to  perform  the  duties  formerly  per- 
formed by  the  town  clerk ;  and  the  power  of  dismissal  is  not  so 
necessarily  involved  in  the  power  of  appointment  that  it  can  be  said 
to  be  "specially  vested"  in  the  Council:  for  the  following  reasons, 
*6021  ^'"^^'y»  because  the  Legislature  do  not  say  by  *whom  the  dis- 

J  missal  is  to  be ;  secondly,  because  they  make  the  office  and  the 
powers  belonging  to  it  analogous  to  those  of  the  clerk  of  the  peace  in 
counties ;  and,  principally,  because  in  the  case  of  the  county  the  power 
of  dismissing  from  the  office  is  not  in  the  person  who  has  the  power 
of  appointment.  I  think  this  office  is  exactly  analogous  to  that  of 
the  clerk  of  the  peace  in  a  county,  because  the  Town  Council,  as  Mr. 
Lush  said,  has  the  care  of  the  rolls,  as  the  custos  rotulorum  in  the 
county  has ;  so  that  the  Council  represents  the  person  having  the 
power  of  appointment,  but  not  the  power  of  dismissal.  This  function 
comes  within  the  105th  section  and  therefore  the  defendant  is  entitled 
to  our  judgment. 

(a)  See  Reg.  v.  The  Recorder  of  Hull,  8  A.  A  E.  638  (B.  C.  L.  R.  vol  35). 
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Blackburn,  J. — Several  points  bave  been  spoken  to  during  the 
argunient,  upon  which  we  need  not  come  to  any  decision. 

Before  the  passing  of  stat.  6  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  the  office  of  clerk  of 
the  peace  in  counties,  and  divisions,  and  places  analogous  to  counties, 
was  regulated  by  stat.  1  W.  &  M.  sess.  1,  c.  21.  There  was  no  such 
office  in  boroughs.  Whether  they  had  Quarter  Sessions  or  not  the 
functions  which  were  performed  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace  in  counties 
were  performed  in  boroughs  by  some  person,  but  no  distinct  officer 
for  the  performance  of  them  existed.  That  being  so,  stat.  6  &  6  W. 
4,  c.  76,  8.  103,  expressly  enacted  that,  after  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  had  been  created,  ''the  Council  of  every  such  borough  shall 
appoint  a  fit  person  to  be  clerk  of  the  peace  during  his  good  beha- 
viour." That  is  the  creation  of  a  new  office  the  appointment  of  which 
is  given  to  the  Town  Council. 

Generally,  the  head  of  the  Corporation,  or  the  head  of  *the  r»gAQ 
Court,  who  has  a  great  interest  in  keeping  the  officers  of  the  '• 
Corporation  or  of  the  Court  in  order,  would  be  the  proper  person  to 
have  the  power  of  appointment ;  and  would  be  the  proper  person  to 
consider  whether  there  was  ground  for  amotion  from  the  office. 
Therefore,  wherever  at  common  law  or  by  ancient  custom  there  is  a 
person  havirrg  the  power  of  appointment,  he  would  also  have  the 
power  of  amotion.  But,  as  at  present  advised,  I  do  not  think  that, 
where  a  power  of  appointment  to  an  office  is  given  by  statute,  that 
incidentally  gives  also  the  jurisdiction  and  power  to  inquire  whether 
the  officer  has  misconducted  himself,  so  that  in  case  of  misconduct  he 
should  be  removed.  I  do  not,  however,  wish  to  express  a  decided 
opinion  upon  this  point. 

But,  when  we  look  at  sect.  103  of  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4.  c.  76,  by  which 
the  power  of  appointing  the  clerk  of  the  peace  is  given  to  the  Town 
Council,  and  nothing  more  is  said  about  it,  I  think  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  statute  is,  as  pointed  out  by  my  brother  Crotnpton, 
that  the  Town  Council  appoint  a  new  officer — the  clerk  of  the  peace, 
subject  to  all  the  incidents  which  belong  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the 
peace  of  the  county.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  power  of  the 
custos  rotulorum  before  stat.  1  W.  &  M.  sess.  1,  c.  21,  s.  5,  made  the 
office  of  clerk  of  the  peace  an  office  held  during  good  behaviour,  that 
is,  for  life  unless  removed  for  misbehaviour,  and  by  sect.  6,  gave  the 
power  of  amotion  to  the  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  county,  I  think  it 
is  plain  that  by  that  statute  the  power  of  amotion,  and  of  inquiring 
whether  the  clerk  of  the  peace  should  be  removed  or  not,  was  exclu- 
sively given  to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  county.  There- 
fore, *when  this  new  office  was  created  in  boroughs,  the  power  r^a^A 
of  amotion,  as  incidental  to  it,  is  given  to,  and  the  power  of  '- 
inquiry  is  to  be  before,  the  Quarter  Sessions.  There  cannot  be  a 
more  judicial  act  than  this;  and  by  sect.  105  of  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c. 
76,  all  matters  which  would  be  judicially  considered  in  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  county  are  to  be  judicially  considered  by  the 
Recorder  sitting  as  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  borough. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that,  on  the  construction  of  the  statute, 
the  clerk  of  the  peace  for  a  borough,  when  he  has  done  anything  for 
which  he  may  be  removed,  is  to  be  removed  by  the  Becorder,  in  his 
judicial  character,  upon  inquiry  into  the  case.    Upon  that  ground. 
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without  entering  into  the  question  whether  there  were  grounds  to 
justify  the  removal,  I  hold  that  the  rennoval  of  the  defendant  by  the 
Town  Council  goes  for  nothing,  and  therefore  the  defendant  is  entitled 
to  our  judgment. 

Mellor,  J. — I  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  construction  which 
has  been  put  upon  the  105th  section  of  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  by  my 
Lord  and  my  learned  brothers  is  correct.  I  think  this  was  a  matter 
cognisable  by  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  counties,  and  I  think 
that  by  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  105,  the  same  authority  and  power 
is  as  extensively  conferred  upon  the  Recorder, — he  being  the  sole 
Judge  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  in  boroughs.  And  the  proviso  makes 
it  clear.  The  appointment  of  clerk  of  the  peace  for  boroughs  is 
vested  in  the  Town  Council,  and  his  removal  was  supposed  by  the 
Legislature  to  be  provided  for  by  the  enactment  which  existed  with 
*6051  ^®^'^'®°^®  ^  clerks  of  the  peace  in  counties;  *so  that  it  was  con- 
-'  sidered  unnecessary  to  make  any  special  provision  with  refer- 
ence to  it  in  The  Municipal  Corporation  Act. 

All  the  arguments  from  convenience  concur  in  support  of  that  con- 
struction; and  I  should  be  unwilling  to  agree  in  any  other  unless  I 
was  satisfied  that  the  words  used  by  the  Legislature  would  not  effectu- 
ate the  purpose  which  I  think  was  intended. 

Upon  this  ground,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  should  be  for  the  defendant. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant 


CHAMBERLAIN  v.  The  WEST  END  OF  LONDON  and  CRTS- 
TAL  PALACE  Railway  Company.    May  2. 

Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  8  <£-  9  Vict,  c.  18. «.  68.  and  Baitwa^  Clamm 
Consolidation  Act,  1845,  8  <fr  9  Vict,  c.  20,  *.  Q.-^Lands  *Unjurumsfy  affected:'— 
Compensation, 

DeelMration  aUted  that  tb«  defftndftoU,  a  miUway  CompAny,  under  the  powen  of  tbeir  Ati, 
took  for  the  pnrpoiet  of  their  reilway  a  portion  of  a  highway  from  L.  to  W.,  and  eonsimeud 
the  railway  across  it»  and  a  deriation  road  and  bridge  over  the  railway,  and  by  the  execation 
of  the  railway  and  works  homes  of  the  plaintiff  were  iojurionsly  affected ;  and  set  oat  proceed- 
ings in  an  arbitration  under  The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  by  whiefa  the  nmpire 
appointed  by  the  arbitrators  awarded  compensation  to  the  plaintiff.  Plea,  setting  out  the  form 
of  the  appointment  of  the  arbitrator  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  and  the  award,  which  recited 
the  notice  of  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendants  that,  by  the  execution  of  the  railway  and  works, 
they  had  ii^ariously  affected  certain  houses  of  which  the  plaintiff  was  lessee,  being  fbar  houses 
on  the  highway,  and  eight  other  houses  which,  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  works,  were 
in  the  course  of  erection  for  the  purpose  of  being  nsed  as  dweUing-hooset,  fronting  a  new  road 
running  at  right  angles  to  the  highway,  and  found,  that  by  reason  of  the  obftructioB  of  the 
highway,  by  the  construction  of  the  railway  across  the  same,  the  access  to  the  booses  of  the 
plaintiff  was,  notwithstanding  the  substitution  of  the  deviation  road,  rendered  leas  conrenieot 
for  the  occupiers,  and  many  persons  would  be  prevented  fVom  passing  the  same,  and  the  houses 
had  thereby  been  rendered  less  suitable  for  being  used  and  occupied  as  shops,  and  the  value  of 
the  houses  had  been  greatly  diminished.  On  demurrer,  held  by  this  Court,  and  afllrmed  by  the 
Bxchequer  Chamber,  that  the  houses  of  the  plaintiff  were  ^juriously  affected  within  The  Lands 
Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1846,  8  A  9  Vict  c.  18,  s.  88,  and  The  Railways  Clauses  Consolida- 
tion Act,  8  A  9  Vict  c  20,  s.  8,  and  therefore  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  eompensatioa. 

♦fiOftI       *Thk  declaration  stated  that  the  defendants,  under  and  by 
J  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  "  The  West  London  and  Crystal 
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Pdace  Railway  Act,  1858,"  16  k  17  Vict.  c.  clxxx.,  and  "The  West 
London  and  Crystal  Palace  Railway  Act,  1857,"  20  k  21  Vict.  c. 
cxliii^  and  the  Acta  incorporated  with  those  Acts  respectively,  were 
aothorized  to  take  and  did  take,  for  the  purposes  of  a  railway  about 
to  be  constructed  by  them,  a  piece  of  land  forming  portion  of  a  high- 
way leading  from  London  to  Wandsworth,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
and  were  authorized  to  construct  and  did  construct  the  railway 
across  the  highway  upon  such  portion  of  the  same,  and  were  autho* 
rized  to  construct  and  did  construct  a  deviation  road  and  bridge  over 
the  railway;  that,  by  the  execution  of  the  railway  and  works 
authorized  by  the  above  mentioned  Acts  of  Parliament,  certain 
houses,  buildings,  tenements,  and  premises  belonging  to  the  plaintiff 
were  injuriously  affected,  and  the  plaintiff  thereupon  became  entitled 
to  compensation  in  respect  of  such  injurious  affecting;  that  the 
defendants  did  not  make  satisfaction  for  the  same  under  the  provisions 
of  The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845;  and  the  plaintiff 
thereupon  gave  notice  in  writing  to  the  defendants  that  he  desired  to 
have  the  compensation  settled  by  arbitration,  and  stated  in  such  notice 
the  nature  of  his  interest  in  the  houses,  buildings,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  in  respect  of  which  he  claimed  compensation,  and  the 
amount  of  compensation  so  claimed  therein;  that  the  defendants 
were  not  willing,  and  disputed  their  liability,  to  pay  the  amount  of 
compensation  so  claimed,  and  did  not  enter  into  any  agreement 
*for  that  purpose  within  twenty-one  days,  or  at  any  time  after  p^Ay 
the  receipt  of  the  notice  from  the  plaintiff;  and,  the  plaintiff  '- 
and  the  defendants  not  having  concurred  in  the  appointment  of  a 
single  arbitrator  to  whom  such  dispute  should  be  referred,  the  plain- 
tiff, on  the  17th  October,  1860,  by  writing  under  his  hand,  appointed 
J.  T.  to  be  an  arbitrator  to  settle  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be 
paid  by  the  defendants  to  the  plaintiff  in  respect  of  such  injurious 
affecting  as  aforesaid ;  and,  the  defendants  not  concurring  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  J.  Y.  as  a  single  arbitrator,  thereupon,  by  writing  under 
the  hand  of  their  secretary,  appointed  R.  A.  W.  to  be  the  arbitrator 
on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  to  whom  should  be  referred  the  ques- 
tion of  disputed  compensation ;  and  the  arbitrators  so,  respectively 
appointed  by  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendants,  before  they  entered 
upon  the  matter  referred  to  them,  did,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions 
of  The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  nominate  and  appoint, 
by  writing  under  their  hands,  J.  Ot.  H.  to  decide  on  any  matters,  in 
respect  of  the  question  so  referred  to  them,  on  which  they  should 
differ,  or  which  should  be  referred  to  him  under  the  provisions  of 
that  Act  or  of  the  said  special  Acts,  relating  to  the  defendants  and 
their  undertaking,  or  any  or  either  of  them ;  that  the  arbitrators  after- 
ward differed  as  to  the  matters  referred  them,  and  thereupon  J.  G.  H. 
took  upon  himself  the  reference  and  umpirage,  and  did  duly  make 
and  publish  his  umpirage  in  writing  respecting  the  matters  referred, 
and  delivered  the  same  to  the  plaintiff.  The  declaration  then  stated 
the  substance  of  the  award,  ana  that  the  umpire  assessed  the  amount 
of  compensation  to  be  paid  to  the  plaintiff  by  the  ^defendants  r«gQo 
at  1050/.,  and  that  the  plain  tiff  ^s  costs  of  the  reference  were  ^ 
settled  by  the  umpire  at  8092.  Qs.  Sd.    Averment,  that  all  conditions 
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were  fulfilled,  &c.,  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  maintain  the  action. 
Breach,  non-payment  of  the  above  sums. 

The  plea  set  out  the  appointment  of  R.  A.  W.  as  arbitrator  on  the 

?art  of  the  defendants,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  The  West 
london  and  Crystal  Palace  Railway  Act,  1853,  and  the  Lands  Clauses 
Consolidation  Act,  1845,  incorporated  with  and  forming  part  of  the 
first-mentioned  Act;  stating  that  to  him  should  be  referred  the  ques- 
tion of  disputed  compensation  which  was  alleged  by  the  plaintiff,  but 
by  no  means  admitted  by  the  defendants,  to  have  arisen  between  hira 
and  the  defendants  for  and  in  respect  of  injuries  by  him  alleged  tc 
have  been  occasioned  by  the  construction  of  the  works  of  the  railway 
to  property  belonging  to  him,  situated  at  Pavilion  Terrace,  Lower 
Wandsworth  Road,  consisting  of  four  houses  numbered  5,  6,  7  and  8 
and  also  of  eight  other  houses  which,  at  the  time  of  the  erection  of 
the  works,  it  was  alleged  by  the  plaintiff  were  in  course  of  erection, 
and  partly  erected,  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  and  occupied  as 
dwelling-houses  fronting  the  new  road  running  at  right  angles  to 
Pavilion  Terrace  on  the  west  side  thereof,  and  for  the  sum  or  sums 
of  money  to  be  paid  by  the  defendants  for  the  damage  or  injui^ 
alleged  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the  works  of  the  railway,  it 
also  set  out  the  appointment  of  J.  Qt,  H.  by  the  arbitrators,  in  pursu- 
ance of  The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  to  be  the  umpire 
to  decide  on  any  matters  in  respect  of  the  question  referred  to  them 
*ft091  ^°  which  they  should  differ,  or  which  should  be  referred  *to 
J  him  as  such  umpire  under  the  provisions  of  that  Act  or  the  spe- 
cial Acts,  relating  to  the  Company  and  their  undertaking,  or  any  or 
either  of  them.  The  plea  then  set  out  the  award  of  the  umpire :  which 
recited,  among  other  things,  the  notice  of  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendants, 
dated  18th  July,  1860,  "that,  by  the  execution  of  the  railway  and  works 
authorized  by  the  said  Acts  01  Parliament,  the  said  Company  had  in- 
juriously affected  certain  houses,  buildings,  tenements  ana  premises  to 
which  the  said  Benjamin  Chamberlain  was  entitled  as  lessee  for  a 
term  of  ninety-nine  years  from  Christmas,  1856  (subject  to  certain 
apportioned  ground-rents  of  ISl.,  171.  and  SOZ.  respectively),  the  same 
being  and  consisting  of  four  houses,  numbered  respectively  6,  6,  7 
and  8,  Pavilion  Terrace,  Lower  Wandsworth  Road,  and  eight  other 
houses  or  buildings  which,  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  said 
works,  were  in  course  of  erection,  and  partly  erected,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  used  and  occupied  as  dwelling-houses  fronting  the  said  new 
road  running  at  right  angles  to  Pavilion  Terrace  aforesaid,  on  the 
west  side  thereof; — and  that  he  was  entitled  to  compensation  for  such 
injurious  affecting  of  the  said  premises,  and  that  the  said  Company 
had  not  made  satisfaction  for  the  same  under  the  provisions  of  The 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845" :  and  he  therefore  gave  the 
said  Company  also  notice  that  he  claimed,  as  compensation  for  sach 
injurious  affecting,  the  sum  of  1200Z.;  and  that,  in  case  the  said  Com- 
pany should  refuse  or  decline  to  pay  him  that  sum,  he  desired  to  have 
the  amount  of  compensation  claimed  by  him  settled  by  arbitration, 
in  accordance  with  the  said  last- mentioned  Act:  and  then  proceeded 
*6101  ^^  follows,  **Now  *I,  the  said  umpire,  having  taken  upon 
-•  myself  the  burthen  of  the  said  reference  and  umpirage,  do  find 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  said  houses,  buildings,  tenements 
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and  premises  in  the  said  notice  bearing  date  the  18th  Jaly,  1860, 
mentioned,  as  lessee  thereof  for  the  term  as  in  the  said  notice  men- 
tioned; and  I  find  that  the  said  houses,  &c.,  are  situated  as  they 

appear  and  are  described  in  the  plan  hereto  annexed And  I 

find  that,  by  reason  of  the  obstruction  of  the  high  road  leading  from 
London  to  Wandsworth  by  the  construction  of  the  said  railway  across 
the  same  at  the  spot  and  in  the  manner  indicated  and  described  in  the 
said  plan,  the  access  to  the  said  several  houses,  &c.,  of  the  said  Benjamin 
Chamberlain  is,  notwithstanding  the  substitution  of  the  said  deviation 
road,  as  indicated  and  described  in  the  said  plan,  rendered  less  conve- 
nient for  the  occupiers  thereof  and  all  other  persons  than  it  was  and 
would  have  been  but  for  such  obstruction ;  and  by  reason  of  the  said 
obstruction  very  many  persons,  who  but  for  the  same  would  have 
passed  the  said  several  houses,  buildings,  tenements  and  premises  of 
the  said  Benjamin  Chamberlain,  have  been  and  will  be,  by  reason  of 
the  said  obstruction,  prevented  from  passing  the  same;  and  the  num- 
ber of  persons  who,  but  for  the  obstruction,  would  have  passed  the 
said  several  houses,  &o.,  has  been,  by  reason  of  the  said  obstruction, 
greatly  diminished,  and  the  said  several  houses,  &c.,  have  thereby 
been  rendered  less  suitable  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  and  occu- 
pied as  shops;  and  by  ^reason  of  the  premises  the  value  of  the  said 
houses,  &c.,  has  been  greatly  diminished.  And  I  find  that,  by  reason 
of  the  premises,  the  said  several  houses,  &c.,  have  been  injuriously 
afiFected  ♦by  the  execution  of  the  works  of  the  said  Company ;  r#g-i  i 
and  I  find  and  assess  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid  '• 
to  the  said  Benjamin  Chamberlain,  by  the  said  Company  in  respect 
of  such  injurious  afiecting,  at  10502." 

Demurrer,  and  joinder  therein. 

The  map  and  a  plan,  which  were  produced,  showed  that  the  four 
houses,  No.  5,  6,  7,  8,  Pavilion  Terrace,  were  on  the  original  highway 
'from  London  to  Wandsworth  on  the  south  side  of  it.  No.  8  being  The 
Pavilion  Tavern ;  and  that  the  other  eight  houses  were  on  an  intended 
new  road  running  southward  at  right  angles  to  the  old  highway  from 
The  Pavilion  Tavern,  which  was  a  corner  house.  The  original  high- 
way was  blocked  up  by  the  railway  passing  across  it  about  seventy 
yards  to  the  east  of  No.  6.  The  deviation  road  commenced  some  dis- 
tance to  the  west  of  the  houses  in  Pavilion  Terrace  and  passed  along 
an  embankment  on  a  gradual  incline  on  the  north  side  of  the  old  high- 
way, and  so  was  carried  over  the  railway  by  a  bridge.  The  embank- 
ment opposite  to  the  four  houses  in  Pavilion  Terrace  was  of  the  same 
height  as  the  first  floor  windows  of  those  houses ;  and,  in  order  to  get 
from  them  to  the  deviation  road,  foot  passengers  might  go  up  a  flight 
of  steps  on  the  side  of  the  embankment,  but  carriages  must  go  along 
the  old  highway  to  its  point  of  junction  with  the  deviation  road. 

lAJLsh  (with  him  Kemplay),  for  the  plaintifi*. — The  access  to  the 
plaintiff's  houses  is  made  more  difficult  by  the  diversion  of  the  high- 
wav :  they  are  no  longer  situated  by  the  roadside,  but  in  a  lane,  one 
ena  of  which  the  line  of  railway,  crossing  it,  stops  up.  Therefore 
they  are  injuriously  affected  by  the  construction  of  the  ^railway  r^a-ta 
within  sect.  6  of  The  Railways  Causes  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  ^ 
S  &  9  Yict.  c.  20 ;  so  that  the  last  allegation  in  the  award  is  in  truth 
only  a  conclusion  of  law. 

In  Beg.  V.  The  Eastern  Counties  Railway  Company,  2  Q.  B.  347 
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(E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  42),  where  the  injury  was  caused  by  lowering  the 
highway  on  which  the  land  of  the  prosecutor  abutted,  it  was  held  that 
he  was  entitled  to  compensation.  [Blackburn,  J. — In  Re  Penny  and 
The  South  Eastern  Railway  Company,  7  E.  &  B.  660.  669,  Lord 
Campbell,  C.  J.,  said:  "Unless  the  particular  injury  would  have  been 
actionable  before  the  Company  had  acquired  their  statutory  powers, 
it  is  not  an  injury  for  which  compensation  can  be  claimed :"  that  is  an 
intelligible  rule.]  It  had  been  before  laid  down  in  Broadbent  o.  The 
Imperial  Gas  Company,  7  De  G.  M.  &  G.  486,  456,  in  which  Lord 
Cranworth,  C,  was  assisted  by  Crompton  and  Willes,  JJ. ;  where 
Willes,  J.,  delivering  the  joint  opinion  of  Crompton,  J.,  and  himself 
said:  "  We  consider  it  to  be  a  universal  rule,  applicable  to  this  class 
of  statutes,  that  statutory  compensation  is  given  only  for  acts  authorized 
by  the  statute  in  effect  for  taking  away  the  right  of  action  of  the  person 
injured."  Rex  v.  The  London  Dock  Company,  6  A.  &  E.  163  (E.  C. 
L.  R.  vol.  31),  was  decided  on  the  section  of  a  special  Act  which  does 
not  contain  the  words  "  injuriously  affected ;"  and  that  case  was  practi- 
cally overruled  by  Reg.  v.  The  Eastern  Counties  Railway  Company, 
2  Q.  B.  347  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  42).  [Mellor,  J.— In  The  East  and 
West  India  Docks  and  Birmingham  Junction  Railway  Company  ij, 
Gattke,  3  Mac.  &  G.  165,  it  was  held  that, the  words ''injuriously 
*6131  *ff^^^»"  ^^  *8ect.  68  of  stat.  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  18,  were  not  con- 

-'  fined  to  the  case  of  lands  taken  or  directly  interfered  with,  but 
extended  to  a  case  of  consequential  damage.  Blackburn,  J.,  referred 
to  2  Chitty's  Statutes,  2d  ed.,  by  Welsby  and  Beavan,  p.  822,  note(c).] 
Wilkes  V.  The  Hungerford  Market  Company,  2  Bing.  N.  C.  281  (E. 
C.  L.  R.  vol.  29),  which  was  an  action  for  continuing  an  authorized 
obstruction  of  a  highway  for  an  unreasonable  time,  whereby  the 
plaintiff  sustained  damage,  likewise  shows  that  this  is  the  subject  of 
an  action.  [He  also  referred  to  Moore  v.  The  Great  Southern  and^ 
Western  Railway  Company,  10  Irish  Com.  Law  Rep.  46,  and  Touhey 
V.  Same,  10  Irish  Com.  Law  Rep.  98;  and  was  then  stopped.] 

Hawkins  (with  him  Rochfort  Clarke),  for  the  defendants. — The 
injury  which  gives  a  right  to  compensation  under  The  Lands  Clauses 
Consolidation  Act,  1845,  8  &  9  "N^ict.  c.  18,  s.  68,  the  words  of  which 
are  the  same  as  those  of  The  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act, 
1845,  8  &  9  Yict.  c.  20,  s.  6,  is  an  injury  to  the  land.  Here  the  injury 
is  the  loss  of  custom  by  the  diversion  of  the  traffic  from  the  plaintiff's 
houses,  which  is  a  personal  injury.  [Cockbubn,  C.  J. — There  is  a 
diminution  of  access  to  the  plaintiff's  houses.]  That  is  an  inconveni- 
ence which  the  plaintiff  suffers  in  common  with  the  public  who  have  to 
pass  along  the  raised  road  instead  of  on  the  level  Injury  to  business 
is  not  actionable :  Rex  v.  The  Directors  of  the  Bristol  Dock  Compaoj, 
12  East  429.  [Crompton,  J. — There  an  indictment  would  not  have 
lain,  because  the  prosecutor  was  not  injured  beyond  the  other  subjects 
*6141  ^^        K^Jog-    Blackburn,  J. — In  The  East  and  West  *lDdia 

-J  Docks  and  Birmingham  Junction  Railway  Company  v.  Qattke, 
8  Mac.  &  6.  155,  168,  Lord  Truro  distinguishes  the  case  before  bim 
from  Rex  v.  The  Directors  of  the  Bristol  Dock  Company,  12  East 
429,  and  The  London  and  North  Western  Railway  Company  v.  Smith, 
1  Mac.  &  G.  216,  on  that  very  ground.]  Wilkes  v.  The  Hungerford 
Market  Company,  2  Bing.  N.  C.  281  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  29),  was  <Hted 
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and  distinguished  by  the  Court  in  Rex  v.  The  London  Dock  Company, 
5  A.  &  E.  168,  178  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  81),  where  Lord  Denman  said,  p. 
177:  "The  question  raised  on  this  return  is,  whether  the  Company, 
in  making  certain  works  authorized  by  the  9  Q,  4,  c.  cxvi.,  are  made 
liable  by  the  89th  section  of  that  Act  to  compensate  the  complainants 
for  the  consequential  injury  resulting  therefrom  to  their  property." 
[CoCKBURN,  C.  J.— How  is  that  case  consistent  with  Reg.  v.  The 
Eastern  Counties  Railway  Company,  2  Q.  B.  847  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  42)  ? 
Blackburx,  J. — In  Re  Jubb  v.  The  Hull  Dock  Company,  9  Q.  B. 
443,  457  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  58),  the  Court  refer  to  Rex  v.  The  London 
Dock  Company,  5  A.  4;  E.  163,  178  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  81),  and  point 
out  that  the  principle  on  which  the  decision  in  that  case  proceeded 
was  that  no  part  of  the  lands  was  taken.]  In  Re  Jubb  v.  The  Hull 
Dock  Company,  9  Q.  B.  443,  457  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  58),  the  compensa- 
tion  clause  was  not  limited  to  lands  taken.  In  Reg.  v.  The  Great 
Northern  Railway  Company,  14  Q.  B.  25,  29  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  68), 
where  the  claim  was  for  injury  to  a  ferry  appurtenant  to  lands,  Patte- 
rn, J.,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  distinguishes  Rex  v. 
The  London  Dock  Company,  5  A.  &  E.  163,  178  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  81): 
he  says :  "  Objection  is  also  made  that  this  case  is  within  the  principle 
of  The  London  Dock  Company's  Case,  where  it  was  held  that  the  de- 
straction  of  houses  and  public  *roads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  r^a-tx 
a  public-house,  by  which  the  custom  of  a  house  was  diminished,  *- 
was  not  the  subject  of  compensation.  But  the  present  case  is  quite 
distinguishable.  Here  the  ferry  is  a  private  right;  and,  if  it  be 
attached  to  the  land  of  Cooling,  the  value  of  that  land  is  seriously 
affected."  [Crompton,  J. — Since  the  Act,  upon  which  Rex  v.  The 
London  Dock  Company,  6  A.  &  E.  168  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  31),  was 
decided,  large  woras  have  been  introduced  into  the  compensation 
clauses  taking  in  every  kind  of  injury — namely,  "lands  taken  or  in- 
juriously affected."]  Those  words  must  be  limited  to  injury  to  land, 
otherwise  they  would  include  damage  arising  from  the  vibration 
caused  by  the  passing  of  trains,  which,  in  Re  Penny  and  The  South 
Eastern  Railway  Company,  7  E.  &  B.  660,  672  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  90^ 
Lord  Campbell  said  was  not  a  ground  of  compensation.  They  would 
also  embrace  injury  from  the  lands  of  a  farm  being  severed.  Indeed, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  say  where  the  line  could  be  drawn. 

Liuh  was  not  called  upon  to  reply. 

CocKBUBir,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
judgment.  Whenever  the  powers  conferred  on  a  railway  Company 
interfere  with  private  rights,  I  think  the  sound  and  wholesome  test  is 
that  laid  down  by  Lord  Campbell  in  Re  Penny  and  The  South  Eastern 
Railway  Company,  7  E.  &  B.  660,  669  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  90),  that  if 
an  action  would  have  lain  for  the  injury  done  by  the  Company's 
works  unless  their  Act  had  authorized  them,  then  the  land  is  injuri- 
ously affected,  and  compensation  may  be  awarded. 

♦Crompton,  J. — The  reason  of  the  judgment  in  Iveson  v.  r#/>-|i» 
Moore,  1  Ld.  Raym.  486,  Carth.451,  1  Salk.  15,  12  Mod.  262,  ^  ^^^ 
Com.  68,  given  from  a  manuscript  note  of  Willes,  C.  J.,  in  a  note  to 
Chichester  v.  Lethbridge,  Willes  71,  74,  note  (a),  and  which  was  cited 
by  Tindal,  C.  J.,  in  Rose  v.  Groves,  6  M.  &  G.  613,  617  (E.  C.  L.  R. 
vol.  44),  applies  to  this  case. 
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Blackbubx,  J. — This  Court,  in  Dobson  v.  Blackmore.  9  Q.  B.  991, 
1002,  1003  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  58),  approved  the  case  of  Chichester  v. 
Lethbridge,  Willes  71,  74,  note  (a),  and  in  a  considered  judgment 
affirmed  the  principle  that  an  individual  who  sustains  special  damage, 
more  than  the  rest  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  from  the  unlawfal 
obstruction  of  a  highway  may  maintain  an  action. 

Mellob,  J.,  concurred.  Judgment  for  the  plaintiff 


♦617]     ^  *IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER 

CHAMBERLAIN  v.  The  WEST  END  OF  LONDON  and  CRTS- 
TAL  PALACE  Railway  Company.     [Feb.  2,  1868.] 

For  head-note,  tee  ante,  p.  605. 

The  defendants  having  brought  error  upon  the  above  judgment,  die 
case  was  argued  in  Michaelmas  Term,  November  26th,  27th,  1862, 
and  Hilary  Vacation,  February  2d,  1868. 

Eocfi/ort  Clarke,  for  the  defendants. — The  test  laid  down  by  Lord 
Campbell  in  Re  Penny  and  The  South  Eastern  Railway  Company,  7 
E.  4;  B.  660,  669  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  90),  and  adopted  by  the  Court  below 
in  this  case,  is  not  well  founded.  [Williams,  J. — That  test  was  first 
suggested  by  my  brother  Keating  in  arguing  the  case  of  Glover  v. 
The  North  StaflFordshire  Railway  Company,  16  Q.  B.  912,  928  (E.  C. 
L.  R.  vol.  83),  and  was  adopted  eulogistically  by  Lord  Campbell.]  In 
Re  Penny  and  The  South  Eastern  Railway  Company,  7  E.  &  B.  660, 
667,  668  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  90),  the  judgment  of  Lord  Cranworth,  C,  in 
The  Caledonian  Railway  Company  v.  Ogilvy,  2  Macq.  229,  235,  on 
the  same  point  was  referred  to,  which  is  guarded  thus:  "I  am  far 
from  admitting  that  he  would  have  a  right  of  compensation  in  some 
cases  in  which,  if  the  Act  of  Parliament  had  not  passed,  there  might 
*6181  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  indictment,  but  a  right  of  action." 
J  *And  then  Lord  Campbell  said:  "I  think  he  would  be  enti- 
tled to  compensation  in  such  cases;"  and  Erie,  J.,  ''Even  where  the 
damage  was  only  a  scintilla."  There  is  some  inaccuracy  in  the  report 
of  that  dictum.  [Erle,  C.  J. — That  dictum  is  certainly  foreign  to  the 
bent  of  my  mind.]  In  The  Caledonian  Railway  Company  v.  Colt,  3 
Macq.  833,  838,  889,  Lord  Campbell,  C,  said:  ''It  is  well  settled 
that  this  statutory  tribunal  is  only  established  to  give  compensation 
for  losses  sustained  in  consequence  of  what  the  Railway  Company 
may  do  lawfully  under  the  powers  which  the  Legislature  has  con- 
ferred upon  them,  and  that  for  anything  done  in  excess  of  these 
powers,  or  contrary  to  what  the  Legislature,  in  conferring  thaw 
powers,  has  commanded,  the  proper  remedy  is  a  common-law  actioo 
in  the  common-law  Courts."  [He  also  referred  to  The  New  Biver 
Company,  appts.,  Johnson,  respt.,  29  L.  J.  M.  C.  93,  6  Jur.  N.  S.  874.] 
[Erle,  C.  J. — What  is  the  boundary  line  between  such  an  injurious 
affecting  of  land  as  entitles  a  person  to  compensation,  and  such  as 
does  not?]  There  must  be  a  direct  injury  to  land,  including  in  that 
word  tenements  and  hereditaments,  and  not  merely  consequential 
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damage.  The  diversion  of  traffic  on  a  public  highway,  upon  which  a 
person  has  begun  to  build  houses,  is  not  a  case  for  compensation. 
The  diverting  of  this  highway  affects  the  whole  neighbourhood,  and 
it  is  a  necessary  damage  to  the  neighbourhood  from  the  making  of 
the  railway^  and  does  not  interfere  with  the  land  as  such.  [Williams, 
J. — Suppose  an  acre  of  land,  with  a  frontage  to  a  highway,  which  a 
survevor  has  valued  at  lOOOZ.,  and  the  highway  is  withdrawn  r^aig 
*and  he  then  values  it  at  5002.  only,  is  not  the  land  injuriously  ^ 
affected  7]  Not  within  the  meaning  of  The  Lands  Glauses  Consolida- 
tion Act,  1845,  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  18,  and  The  Railways  Clauses  Consoli- 
dation Act,  1845,  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  20. 

The  sections  of  stat.  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  18,  from  sect.  22  to  sect.  68, 
inclusive,  relate  to  the  purchase  and  taking  of  lands.  The  provisions 
relating  to  the  stopping  up  and  diverting  of  roads,  whether  public  or 
private,  are  in  stat.  8  &  9  Yict.  c.  20,  from  sect.  46  to  sect.  64  inclu« 
sive."  By  sect.  58  the  Company,  before  they  interfere  with  any  road, 
are  required  to  substitute  another  as  convenient  or  as  nearly  so  as 
may  b^  By  sect.  54,  if  they  fail  to  do  so,  they  are  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  201.  for  every  day  during  which  the  default  continues,  recoverable 
by  the  trustees  of  the  road  if  it  is  a  public  road,  or  in  case  of  a  private 
road  by  the  owner  thereof.  And,  by  sect.  55,  if  a  person  entitled  to 
a  right  of  way  over  any  road  interfered  with  by  the  Company  shall 
suffer  any  special  damage  by  reason  of  their  default  in  making  another 
road,  he  may  recover  that  damage  by  action  on  the  case.  Again,  by 
sect.  56,  the  Company  are  required  to  restore  the  road  interfered  with, 
or  make  a  permanent  substituted  road,  equally  convenient  as  the 
former,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circumstances  will  allow ;  and,  by  sect. 
57,  if  such  road  be  not  so  restored  or  the  substituted  road  so  com- 
pleted within  certain  specified  periods,  the  Company  shall  forfeit  57., 
for  every  day  after  the  expiration  of  such  periods,  to  the  trustees  of 
the  road  if  public,  or  if  a  private  road  to  the  owner  thereof.  No 
compensation  is  given  for  private  injuries  caused  by  the  stopping  up 
or  ^diversion  of  public  roads.  And,  in  Watkins  v.  The  Great  r^/^nn 
Northern  Railway  Company,  16  Q.  B.  961  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  L  ^^^ 
71),  it  was  held  that  stat.  8  &  9  Yict.  c.  18  took  away  the  common- 
law  right  of  action  for  an  interference  with  a  private  right  of  way 
except  when  special  damage  had  been  sustained.  The  special  Act 
empowers  the  Company  to  divert  the  old  road,  and  gives  the  public 
a  new  one. 

Bex  V.  The  Bristol  Dock  Company,  12  East  429,  and  Rex  v.  The 
London  Dock  Company,  5  A.  &  E.  163  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  81),  are 
authorities  in  favour  of  the  defendants.  In  the  former  case  the  injury 
to  the  water  of  the  river  Avon,  by  the  works  executed  by  The  Bristol 
Dock  Company  under  their  Acts,  was  held  to  be  a  common  damage 
for  which  the  owners  of  a  brewery  could  not  claim  compensation 
under  a  clause  in  one  of  the  Acts  which  was  larger  in  its  terms  than 
the  compensation  clauses  in  stats.  8  &  9  Yict.  co.  18  &  20.  In  Rex 
V.  The  London  Dock  Company,  this  Court  held  that  the  tenants  of  a 
public* house,  whose  custom  had  been  affected  by  the  works  of  the 
Company  cutting  off  the  communication,  were  not  entitled  to  oom- 

Eensation  under  a  clause  which  gave  compensation  if  any  person 
aving  an  estate  or  interest  not  less  than  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year 
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in  any  houses,  lands,  &;c.,  should  be  injured  in  his  estate  or  interest 
by  any  of  the  works  authorized  by  the  Acts:  and  Lord  Denman,  in 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  said,  p.  179,  ''The  inconve- 
nience  they  coraplain  of  is  not  only  one  common  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree  to  every  inhabitant  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  it  is  the  necef- 
♦Aon  ^^^y  consequence  of  the  lawful  Act  *done  by  the  Company!" 
^^^J  In  Rex  V.  Pease,  4  B.  &  Ad.  80  (B.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  24),  the  prin- 
ciple  urged  by  Sir  F.  Pollock  in  argument,  p.  87,  that  in  undertakings 
in  which  the  public  are  largely  interested  "some  public  benefit  is  to 
be  sacrificed  to  the  greater  public  benefit  derived  from  the  unde^ 
taking,"  was  adopted  by  Parke,  J.,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the 
Court,  p.  41. 

The  cases  relied  upon  by  the  plaintiff  do  not  conflict  with  Rex  v. 
London  Dock  Company,  6  A.  &  E.  163,  178  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  81).  In 
Wilkes  V.  The  Hungerford  Market  Company,  2  Bing.  N.  C.  281  (E.  C. 
L.  R.  vol.  29),  which  was  recognised  in  Rex  v.  The  London  Dock  Com- 
pany, the  declaration  showed  special  injury  to  the  plaintiff  alone 
beyond  the  common  and  public  nuisance.  In  Reg.  v.  The  Eastern 
Counties  Railway  Company,  2  Q.  B.  347  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  42),  the 
railway  cutting  caused  an  actual  injury  to  the  land;  as  Lord  Si 
Leonards  observed  in  The  Caledonian  Railway  Company  v.  Ogiivy,  2 
Macq.  229, 248,  or  at  all  events  an  injury  to  an  easement  in  the  nature 
of  land,  which  was  not  common  to  all  the  Queen's  subjects ;  and  the 
case  was  decided  upon  the  provisions  of  the  special  Act,  6  &  7  W.  4, 
a  cvi.  [Eblb,  C.  J. — That  statute  contemplated  satisfaction  for  in- 
jury sustained  by  the  raising  or  lowering  of  a  highway.]  In  Be 
Jubb  V.  The  Hull  Dock  Company,  9  Q.  B.  443  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  58), 
by  the  interpretation  clause  of  The  Hull  Dock  Company's  Act,  7  &  8 
Vict,  a  ciii.,  the  word  "  lands"  extended  to  "  profits; '  and  it  was  held 
that  the  premises  of  a  brewery  having  been  taken  by  the  Company 
*B221  ^^^  ^^^  purposes  of  their  works,  the  owner  was  entitl^  to 
-I  ^compensation  for  the  loss  of  profits  in  his  business  until  he 
could  obtain  other  premises  for  carrying  it  on ;  the  Court  recognised 
Rex  V.  The  London  Dock  Company,  5  A.  &  E.  163  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol. 
31),  and  pointed  out,  p.  457,  that,  "  in  that  case  no  part  of  the  pre- 
mises had  been  taken  or  touched  by  the  Company."  In  Reg.  v.  The 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  14  Q.  B.  26  (E.  a  L.  R.  vol.  68), 
a  ferry  attached  to  land  was  cut  off  from  it  by  the  railway ;  and  the 
vCourt  distinguished  that  case  from  Rex  v.  The  London  Dock  Com- 
pany, on  the  ground  that  the  value  of  the  land  was  seriously  afi'ected 
by  .the  interference  with  a  private  right  Rex  v.  The  Nottingham  Old 
Water  Works  Company,  6  A.  &  E.  865  (E.  C.  L.  R.  voL  38),  and  BeU 
^.  The  Hull  and  Selby  Railway  Company,  6  M.  &  W.  699,  were  de- 
cided  upon  the  provisions  of  the  special  Acts.  In  Lawrence  v.  The 
.Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  16  Q.  B.  648  (E.  C.  L,  R.  vol.  71), 
the  damage  was  caused  by  an  improper  exercise  of  the  powers  given 
to  the  Company,  and  the  case  was  distinguished  by  the  Court,  p.  654, 
on  that  ground,  from  Rex  v.  Pease,  4  B.  &  Ad.  80  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  24). 
In  Glover  9.  The  North  Staffordshire  Railway  Company,  16  Q.  B.  912, 
there  was  an  interference  with  a  private  right.  In  The  Caledonian 
Railway  Company  v.  Ogiivy,  2  Macq.  229,  decided  upon  the  Scotch 
Acta,  wJnieh  also  contain  the  words  '*  injuriously  affected,"  it  was  held 
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ibat  stoppages  and  other  inconveniences  incident  to  the  crossing  of  a 
public  road  by  a  railway  on  a  level,  being  common  to  all  the  Queen's 
subjects,  no  particular  or  individual  remedy  existed:  and  Lord  St 
Leonards,  p.  262,  recognised  Rex  v.  The  Lonclon  Dock  Company.  In 
Moore  v.  The  Great  Southern  and  ♦Western  Railway  Com-  (-♦goa 
pany,  10  Irish  Com.  Law  Rep.  46,  which  was  like  Reg.  v.  The  '• 
Eastern  Counties  Railway  Company,  2  Q.  B.  847  (E.  C.L.  R.  vol.  42), 
the  Company's  works  touched  the  boundary  line  of  the  plaintiff's 

Eroperty,  and  interfered  with  his  private  right  of  stepping  out  of  his 
ouse  into  the  highway;  they  actually  took  his  land,  the  presumption 
being  that  he  was  owner  ad  medium  filum  vim,  [Erlb,  C.  J. — The 
judgment  of  the  Court  did  not  proceed  on  that  ground.]  In  Tuohey 
r.  The  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Company,  10  Irish  Com. 
Law  Rep.  98,  the  embankment  which  was  opposite  to  the  plaintiff's 
house  caused  rain  water  and  mud  to  run  into  his  house,  and  the 
action  was  held  maintainable  because  the  house  itself  and  the  access 
to  it  were  impinged  upon  and  interfered  with,  so  that  there  was  a 
"taking"  of  his  "  land'  in  the  wide  sense  of  that  word. 

As  to  the  cases  in  Chancery.  In  The  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  Company  v.  Smith,  1  Mac.  k  G.  216,  where  the  defendant 
bad  a  nouse  similarly  affected  to  the  plaintiff's,  an  injunction  was 
^nted  in  order  that  the  defendant  might  bring  an  action  to  try  his 
right  at  common  law;  and  Lord  Cottenham  said,  p.  223,  ''If  the 
Company  are  liable  to  him,  it  is  obvious  that  they  are  also  liable  to 
all  his  neighbours;  but  the  difference  between  the  injurv  to  one 
house  and  another  in  the  same  street  must  be  very  small  and  difficult 
to  ascertain,  when  the  case  shall  arise  in  which  it  may  be  held  that 
one  bonse  is  entitled  to  compensation  and  the  next  not."  In  The 
East  and  West  India  Docks  Company  v.  Gattke,  8  Mac.  &  G.  156,  the 
damage  done  was  a  direct  injury  to  the  land ;  and  upon  *that  r«go4 
ground  Lord  Truro,  C,  p.  168,  distinguished  it  from  The  Lon-  '• 
don  and  North  Western  Railway  Company  v.  Smith,  1  Mac.  k  G.  216. 
The  London  and  North  Western  Railway  Company  w.  Bradley,  8  Maa 
k  G.  836,  and  The  Sutton  Harbour  Improvement  Company  v.  Hitchens, 
1  De  G.  M.  &  G.  161,  followed :  in  these  the  Court  refbsed  to  inter- 
fere. But  the  principle  on  which  Lord  Cottenham  gave  judgment  in 
The  London  and  North  Western  Railway  Company  v.  Smith,  was  not 
overruled.  In  Ware  v.  The  Regent's  Canal  Company,  8  De  G.  & 
Jones  212,  228,  an  injunction  was  refused  by  Lora  Chelmsford,  C, 
on  the  ground  that  no  injury  had  been  occasioned  to  any  individual, 
or  was  imminent  or  was  of  irreparable  consequence. 

Further,  the  damages  are  only  contingent  and  speculative,  because 
some  of  the  houses  were  not  finished.  In  Lee  v.  Milner,  2  M.  &  W. 
824,  Lord  Abinger  said,  p.  889,  *'In  this  case  the  jury  have  found  no 
damage  yet  sustained :  how  then  can  they  find  a  verdict  for  contin- 
gent damages,  which  may  never  occur  at  all  ?"  In  Broadbent  v.  The 
Imperial  Gas  Company,  7  De  G.  M.  k  G.  486,(a)  which  was  an  in- 
junction to  restrain  the  Company  from  using  or  making  gas  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  permit  its  escape,  Willes,  J.,  in  delivering  the  opinion 
of  Grompton,  J.,  and  himself,  pointed  out,  p.  458,  that  the  damages 
were  too  uncertain  to  be  ascertained  once  lor  all.    It  is  observable 

(a)  Affirmed  in  H.  L.,  7  H.  L.  Cu.  600. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


624  CHAMBERLAIN  v.  W.  E.  k  C.  P.  R'Y  CO.    [Ex.  Ch.  H.  V.  1863. J 

that  the' Gasworks  Clauses  Act,  1847,  10  &  11  Vict.  c.  16,  contains  a 
special  clause,  sect.  29,  that  nothing  in  that  Act  or  the  special  Act 
♦6261  ^^^^  prevent  the  Company  from  being  *liable  to  an  indict- 
^  ment  for  nuisance,  or  to  any  other  legal  proceeding  to  which 
they  may  be  liable  in  consequence  of  making  or  supplying  gas,  which 
shows  that  otherwise  the  party  injured  would  have  been  deprived  of 
his  action. 

The  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  all  the  damages  given  in  the  award. 
The  notice  of  the  plaintiff  states  that,  **by  the  execution  of  the  rail- 
way and  works  authorized  by  the  said  Acts  of  Parliament,"  not  by 
their  continuance,  ''the  said  Company  had  injuriously  affected  certain 
houses,  buildings,  tenements  and  premises  of  the  plaintiff"  as  dwell- 
ing-houses, whereas  the  award  gives  compensation  for  damage  to  the 
houses  of  the  plaintiff  as  shops. 

Lush,  for  the  plaintiff — Sect.  6  of  The  Railways  Clauses  Consolida- 
tion Act,  1846,  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  20,  is  not  confined  to  •'  owners  and 
occupiers,"  but  extends  to  "  all  other  parties  interested  in  any  lands 
taken  or  used  for  the  purposes/of  the  railway,  or  injuriously  affected 
by  the  construction  thereof,"  which  show^  that  to  entitle  a  person  to 
compensation  it  is  not  necessary  that  land  should  be  taken.  Sect  16, 
which  enables  the  Company  to  divert  this  road,  provides  that  they 
''shall  make  full  satisfaction  in  manner  herein  and  in  the  special  Act, 
and  any  Act  incorporated  therewith,  provided,  to  all  parties  interested, 
for  all  damage  by  them  sustained  by  reason  of  the  exercise  of  such 
powers."  And  sect.  68  of  The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845, 
8  &  9  Vict.  c.  18,  defines  the  mode  of  recovering  compensation. 

Under  these  clauses  an  owner  of  land  is  entitled  to  compensation 
♦6261  ''^'^®'®^®''  ^^8  lands  are  injuriously  affected,  ♦although  they  are 
^  not  taken  by  the  Company ;  and  they  are  injuriously  affected 
when  the  damage  done  to  them  by  the  execution  of  the  works  under 
the  powers  of  the  special  Act  would  have  entitled  the  owner  to  bring 
an  action  against  the  Company  if  the  making  of  the  railway  had  not 
been  authorized  by  that  Act:  compensation  being  substituted  for  an 
action.  There  must  be  a  detriment  to  the  land  by  an  act  which  would 
have  been  wrongful  to  the  owner  of  the  land  but  for  the  statuloir 
powers  under  which  it  was  done.  [Erls,  C.  J. — The  owner  of  land, 
to  whom  the  use  of  a  highway  is  valuable,  could  not  bring  an  action 
for  the  obstruction  of  it  except  in  respect  of  the  special  loss  which  he 
sustained  in  each  particular  instance:  Paine  v.  Partrich,  Carth.  191.] 
Suppose  the  obstruction  was  permanent.  [Wiluams,  J. — The  bring- 
ing successive  actions  was  a  means  of  compelling  the  defendant  to  re- 
move such  an  obstruction  or  to  give  the  price  of  the  land.]  The  differ- 
ence between  an  action  for  an  obstruction  and  compensation  is  that 
the  jury  must  give  all  the  damages  in  one  assessment:  there  is  no 
means  of  obtaining  compensation  for  recurring  damage.  [Erlr,  C.  J. 
— ^Can  the  stoppage  of  a  highway  be  said  to  be  a  damage  to  land?]  In 
Beg,  v.  The  Eastern  Counties  Railway  Company,  2  Q.  B.  847  (E.  C. 
L.  B.  vol.  42),  compensation  was  given  for  damage  affecting  the  value 
of  land.  [He  also  cited  Wilkes  v.  The  Hungerford  Market  Company, 
2  Bing.  N.  C.  281  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  29).]'  The  umpire  has  found  that, 
by  reason  of  the  obstruction  of  the  highway  by  the  railway,  the  value 
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of  the  plaintifF's  premises  has  been  greatly  diminished,  and  he  has 
6hown  in  what  manner. 

*This  is  a  case  in  which  an  action  would  have  laio,  supposing  r«/>o7 
the  works  had  not  been  authorized  by  an  Act  of  Parliament.  ^ 
In  The  Caledonian  Railway  Company  v.  Ogilvy,  2  Macq.  229,  the 
whole  claim  was  for  personal  inconvenience  occasioned  to  the  occupier 
of  a  house  by  reason  of  the  railway  being  made  to  cross  the  highway 
on  a  level,  and  Lord  Cranworth,  C,  and  Lord  St.  Leonards  put  their 
judgment  on  the  ground  that  the  claimant  \|ras  not  entitled  to  com- 
pensation for  personal  inconvenience.  Lord  Cranworth,  C,  supposes 
the  case  of  a  Company,  without  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
making  a  railway  across  a  public  road,  and  erecting  gates  on  it,  and 
says,  p.  286-7,  "  the  owner  of  the  estate  might,  with  respect  to  any 
detention  occasioned  to  him  by  the  closing  of  those  gates,  bring  an 
action  against  the  makers  of  the  railway,  and,  as  he  might  do  this 
toties  quotieSf  he  would  probably  have  more  frequent  rights  of  action 
than  other  subjects  of  Her  Majesty.  But  it  would  only  be  a  more 
frequent  repetition  of  the  same  damage ;  it  would  not  be  any  damage 
different  from  that  which  might  be  sustained  by  any  other  subjects  of 
Her  Majesty ;  for  all  attempts  at  arguing  that  this  is  a  damage  to  the 
estate  is  a  mere  play  upon  words.  It  is  no  damage  at  all  to  the  estate, 
except  that  the  owner  of  that  estate  would  oftener  have  a  right  of 
action  from  time  to  time  than  any  other  person,  inasmuch  as  he 
would  traverse  the  spot  oftener  than  other  people  would  traverse  it." 
Here  the  umpire  finds  that  it  is  a  damage  to  the  estate,  and  that  is  a 
question  of  fact.  Lord  St.  Leonards  says,  pp.  246-7,  "It  must  be 
utterly  indifferent  to  a  case  *of  this  sort  whether  land  be  taken  r^^oo 
or  not  as  an  abstract  question;  because  it  is  quite  settled  that  ^ 
there  may  be  a  damage,  and  compensation  may  be  required  by  a 
party  from  whom  no  land  is  taken."  And  both  the  learned  Lords 
approved  of  Reg.  v.  The  Eastern  Counties  Railway  Company,  2  Q.  B. 
847  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  42),  2  Railw.  Cas.  786.  In  Moore  v.  The  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway,  10  Irish  Com.  Law  Rep.  46,  the 
plaintiff  occupied  a  cottage  and  a  small  piece  of  land,  on  a  level  with 
and  abutting  on  a  public  high  road  from  which  a  short  way  or  passage 
over  the  plaintiff^s  land  afforded  access  to  his  cottage.  The  railway 
Company,  in  the  execution  of  their  works,  lowered  the  public  high 
rofid  seven  feet,  leaving  the  plaintiff's  land  and  cottage  on  the  edge  of 
a  precipice  of  that  height,  and  thereby  obliging  the  plaintiff  to  m^ke 
use  of  a  step  ladder  in  order  to  obtain  access  from  the  public  highway 
to  the  way  or  passage  leading  over  his  land  to  his  cottage ;  and  it  was 
held  by  the  Exchequer  Chamber  in  Ireland  (affirming  the  judgment  of 
the  Queen's  Bench  there)  that  the  action  was  not  maintainable,  the 
injury  complained  of  by  the  plaintiff  being  an  injury  of  a  permanent 
nature  to  his  land,  and  therefore  the  subject  of  compensation,  under  The 
Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  sect.  6,  and  the  Irish  Act, 
14  &  15  Vict.  c.  70,  by  which  it  is  modified.  In  Tuohey  v.  The  Great 
Southern  and^ Western  Railway  Company,  10  Irish  Com.  Law  Rep.  98, 
the  plaintiff  occupied  a  dwelling-house  abutting  on  a  public  highway, 
and  the  railway  Company  in  the  execution  of  their  works  raised  the 
public  highway  to  the  height  of  ten  feet  opposite  to  the  plaintiff's 
house,   and  the  special  damage  alleged   to  result  from  the    acts 
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*B291  *^^  ^^^  defendants  was,  tbat  the  access  to  the  plaintiif's  bonae 
-'  was  impeded,  and  the  hoase  rendered  damp  and  unwholesome 
by  rain  and  mud,  which  penetrated  into  it  from  an  adjoining  Irndge^ 
whereby  the  plaintiff  lost  his  health;  and  it  was  held  that  the  action 
was  not  maintainable,  the  plaintiff's  loss  of  health  being  the  oonae- 
quence  of  the  injury  to  his  house,  and  such  injury  being  of  a  perma- 
nent nature  and  the  subject  of  compensation  under  the  statute. 

The  sections  of  atat.  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  20  (ss.  68  &  64,  66  &  67),  which 
require  the  Company  when  they  interfere  with  any  road  to  substitute 
another  as  convenient  as  the  former,  under  certain  penalties,  are  for 
the  protection  of  the  public  or  of  the  private  person,  and  do  not  take 
away  the  compensation  to  which  an  owner  or  occupier  who  suffers  a 
peculiar  injury  is  entitled.  As  Lefroy,  G*  J.,  observed  in  Tuohey  v. 
The  Great  Northern  and  Western  Railway  Company,  10  Irish  CJom. 
Law  Rep.  108:  "Not  only  is  compensation  given  by  the  Legislature 
to  individuals  for  any  injury  which  they  may  sustain,  but  a  penalty 
is  also  imposed  for  not  duly  substituting  a  proper  road,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  interfere  with  an  existing  one ;  which  penalty,  in  the  case 
of  a  public  road,  may  be  sued  for  by  the  trustees  or  other  persons  in 
whom  the  management  of  such  road  is  vested ;  and,  in  the  case  of  a 
private  road,  by  the  owner  of  such  private  road." 

The  cases  in  Chancery  only  show  that  this  is  a  matter  in  which 
those  Courts  will  not  interfere,  and  that  it  is  to  be  dealt  with  at  com- 
mon law. 

Rex  V.  Pease,  4  B.  &  Ad.  80  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  24),  was  an  indictment 
for  doing  that  which  the  Act  expressly  authorized  to  be  done.  In 
*M01  *CHover  v.  The  North  Staffordshire  Railway  Company,  16  Q. 
^^"J  B.  912  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  71),  which  lays  down  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  Wilkes  v.  The  Hungerford  Market  Company,  2  Bing.  N.  C. 
281  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  29),  a  private  wav  leading  across  a  public  road 
was  obstructed,  and  it  was  held  that  the  land  of  the  plaintiff  was  in- 
juriously affected.  In  Rose  v.  Groves,  5  M.  &  Gr.  618  (E.  C.  L.  K. 
vol.  44^  the  plaintiff  occupied  a  public-house,  abutting  upon  the  river 
Thames,  to  which  persons  used  to  come  by  boats,  and  the  defendant 
floated  a  quantity  of  timber  close  to  the  plaintiff's  premises  and  so 
obstructed  the  access  to  his  house ;  and  it  was  held  that  special  damage 
was  shown  for  which  an  action  would  lie.  Where  such  damage  is 
sustained,  the  owner  of  land  has  the  same  right  to  compensation  as^ 
a  private  way  was  obstructed.  In  The  New  River  Company,  appts., 
Johnson,  respt.,  29  L.  J.  M.  C.  98,  6  Jur.  N.  S.  874,  which  was  a 
complaint  for  diverting  water  from  the  well  of  the  respondent,  the 
order  of  justices  for  payment  of  compensation  to  the  respondent  was 
quashed  because  he  bad  no  right  to  underground  water. 

As  to  the  argument  that  the  damages  were  speculative,  and  that  the 
plaintiff*  was  not  entitled  to  all  the  damages  given,  it  is  found  that  four 
of  the  houses  were  completed,  and  the  others  were  in  course  of  con- 
struction ;  and  the  amount  of  damage  sustained  is  a  matter  of  fact  for 
the  umpire.  The  plaintiff  must  recover  it  once  for  all.  But,  even  if 
the  umpire  was  wrong  in  awarding  compensation  to  the  extent  he  has 
*6811  ^^^^>  ^^  decision  cannot  be  questioned  in  this  proceeding: 
^^^J  *Mortimer  v.  The  South  Wales  Railway  Company,  X  E.  &  E. 
875  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  102).    The  Company  should  have  asked  the  um- 
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pire  to  sever  the  damages ;  the  only  coarse  which  can  be  taken  now 
18  to  move  to  set  the  award  aside,  as  was  done  with  reference  to  the 
inquisition  in  Re  Penny  and  The  South  Eastern  Railway  Company,  7 
E.  k  B.  660  (K  C.  L.  R.  vol.  90). 

Boch/ort  Clarke,  in  reply. — The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act, 
1846,  8  &  9  Vict  c  18,  s.  68,  relates  to  "lands"  construed  in  the  nar- 
row seose  of  that  word ;  though  by  the  interpretation  clause,  sect.  8, 
the  word  "  lands"  shall  extend  to  '*  hereditaments,"  it  cannot  in  sect. 
68  apply  to  an  easement:  that  section  applies  to  cases  in  which  the 
Company  exercise  a  dominion  over  lands  of  an  owner,  and  not  to  the 
case  of  a  highway  obstructed  or  diverted.  And  The  Railways  Clauses 
Consolidation  Act,  1845,  8  &  9  Vict,  c  20,  ss.  6,  16,  apply  where 
damage  is  done  by  the  works  of  the  Company  in  the  course  of  their 
construction,  or  where  land  is  taken  by  them  for  carrying  on  their 
works.  Sect.  16  relates  to  matters  which  the  Company  may  do  irre- 
spective of  the  powers  given  by  the  Act,  and  to  the  -manner  in  which 
they  execute  their  works ;  Ree.  v.  The  East  and  West  India  Docks 
and  Birmingham  Junction  Railway  Company,  2  E.  &  B.  466,  474  (E. 
C.  L.  B.  vol.  75),  per  Lord  Campbell :  and  the  proviso  to  that  section 
requires  the  Company  to  give  satisfaction  ''for  damage,"  not  "for 
injuriously  affecting."  If  the  embankment  on  which  the  substituted 
road  is  carried  does  not  affect  the  light  or  air  of  the  plaintiff,  or  the 
access  of  his  house  to  the  highway,  it  is  a  common  public  in-  r^^o 
convenience  for  which  *he  is  not  entitled  to  compensation.  ■- 
This  is  a  legal  diversion  of  the  highway  for  the  purposes  of  the  rail- 
way, which  is  a  new  kind  of  highway.  Formerly  this  would  have 
hem  inquired  into  by  a  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum,  upon  which  the 
question  would  be  whether  the  diversion  was  incdbvenient  to  the 
public,  not  whether  it  was  inconvenient  to  private  persons.  And  under 
the  Highway  Act,  6  &  6  W.  4,  c.  50,  compensation  is  not  recoverable 
for  the  diversion  of  a  highway ;  the  remedy  given  by  sects.  88,  89,  is 
by  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions,  who  are  to  summon  a  jury  '*for 
the  purpose  of  determining  whether  the  proposed  new  highway  is 
nearer  or  more  commodious  to  the  public,  or  wnether  the  public  high- 
way so  intended  to  be  stopped  up,  either  entirely  or  subject  as  afore- 
said, is  unnecessary,  or  whether  the  said  party  appealing  would  be 
injured  or  aggrieved."  But  no  person,  by  the  common  law  or  the 
Highway  Acts,  could  recover  compensation  for  damage  resulting  from 
the  lawful  diversion  or  abandonment  of  a  highway.  [He  also  cited 
The  Governor  of  the  Cast  Plate  Manufacturers  v.  Meredith,  4  T.  R. 
794,  Rex  v.  Russell,  6  B.  &  C.  566  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  18).]  Further,  the 
railway  may  be  abandoned,  and  in  that  case,  by  slat  15  &  16  Vict.  c. 
clxxvii.,  s.  48,  the  highway  .must  be  reinstated;  which  shows  that  the 
damages  are  uncertain  and  therefore  cannot  be  recovered :  Lee  v.  Mil- 
ner,  2  M.  &  W.  824;  [Erle,  C.  J. — The  presumption  is  that  things 
will  continue  in  statu  quo.]  In  Glover  v.  The  North  StaflFordshire 
Railway  Company,  16  Q.  B.  912  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  71),  the  Company 
exercised  dominion  over  a  private  way;  and  Lord  Campbell  said,  p. 
921,  '*  In  some  instances,  and  they  often  are  cases  of  great  hardship, 


is  depreciated  *in  value  without  being  what  the  statute   r^^oo 
terms  injuriously  affected."    Rose  v.  Groves,  5  M.  &  Gr.  613  ^ 


land  is  depreciated 

terms  injuriously  af 

E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  44),  was  an  action  for  obstructing  the  access  to  the 
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plaintiff's  house,  and  there  was  an  averment  of  intentional  damage  to 
the  plaintiff:  there  was  an  injury  to  the  plaintiff  with  which  the  public 
had  nothing  to  do.  In  Wilkes  v.  The  Hungerford  Market  Company, 
2  Bing.  N.  C.  281  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  29),  the  injury  of  which  the  plain- 
tiff  complained  was  injury  to  his  business  as  a  shopkeeper;  and 
Bosanquet,  J.,  p.  298,  said,  **  It  may  be  that  others  have  also  been 
injured  in  the  same  way,  and  a  case  has  been  put  in  argument  of 
every  individual  shopkeeper  in  a  long  line  of  streets  suffering  a  like 
injury  from  the  same  cause.  That  extreme  case,  however,  does  not 
resemble  the  present,  in  which  the  peculiar  injury  is  put  as  only 
accruing  to  a  single  individual."  In  Iveson  v.  Moor,  1  Ld.  Raym. 
486,  Garth.  461,  1  Salk.  16.  12  Mod.  262,  Com.  68,  which  was  an 
action  for  obstructing  a  highway,  and  so  preventing  access  to  a  col- 
liery *^propi  adjacens^^  to  the  highway,  the  damage  was  direct.  Tur- 
ton,  J.,  one  of  the  Judges  who  in  holding  that  the  action  lay,  differed 
from  Lord  Holt;  expressly  did  so  on  the  ground  that  the  way  was 
stopped  maliciously,  as  was  proved  before  him  on  the  trial ;  and  in 
Willes  74,  note  (a),  it  is  said  the  reason  of  the  judgment  of  the  rest 
of  the  Judges  **  was  principally  this,  that  it  sufficiently  appeared  that 
the  plaintiff  must  and  did  necessarily  suffer  a  special  damage  more 
than  the  rest  of  the  King's  subjects  by  the  obstruction  of  this  way." 
In  Hubert  v.  Groves,  1  Esp.  148,  Lord  Kenyon  nonsuited  the  plain- 
n^ooA-]  ^^^  ^^  A^  action  for  consequential  damage  to  his  business  as  a 
-'  coal  and  *timber  merchant  by  the  defendant  laying  large  quan- 
tities of  earth  and  rubbish,  by  which  the  street  was  obstructed,  and 
the  plaintiff  obliged  to  carry  his  coals  and  timber  by  a  circuitous  and 
inconvenient  way;  and  that  ruling  was  upheld  by  the  Court.  And 
in  Rose  v.  Miles,  4  M.  &  S.  101,  108,  Lord  Ellenborough  distinguished 
the  case  from  Hubert  v,  Groves,  1  Esp.  148,  on  the  ground  that  the 
plaintiff*  was  in  the  act  of  using  the  navigation  when  he  was  obstructed ; 
and  said,  ''this  is  something  substantially  more  injurious  to  this  per- 
son, than  to  the  public  at  large,  who  might  only  have  it  in  contem- 
plation to  use  it.'^ 

The  damages  to  the  houses  which  were  not  finished  were  contingent 
and  speculative,  and  therefore  are  not  recoverable;  and  the  award, 
being  bad  in  part,  is  bad  in  toto.  In  Re  Penny  and  The  South  East- 
ern Railway  Company,  7  E.  &  B.  660  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  90),  the  defect 
was  not  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  inquisition ;  and  in  Mortimer  i;. 
The  South  Wales  Railway  Company,  1  E.  &  E.  376  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol. 
102),  the  proceedings  before  the  sheriff  were,  upon  the  face  of  them, 
perfectly  regular.  But  in  Re  The  North  Staffordshire  Railway  Com- 
pany and  Wood,  2  Exch.  244,  which  was  an  application  to  set  aside 
an  award,  on  the  ground  that  the  umpire  had  awarded  one  entire  sum 
for  lands  as  to  some  of  which  there  was  no  valid  submission,  Parke, 
B.,  said,  p.  250,  **  It  is  clear  that  the  umpire  has  fixed  the  sum  awarded 
as  the  value  of  the  entire  lands.  The  award  is  bad,  but  whether  we 
ought  to  set  it  aside  is  another  question  ;*'  and  Pollock,  C.  B.,  said, 
'•  If  the  objection  is  quite  patent,  there  is  no  necessity  for  our  inter- 
ference." And  in  The  Caledonian  Railway  Company  v,  Ogilvy,  2 
♦eSSl  ^*^^-  2^®»  *^'^®  House  of  Lords  sent  the  case  back  to  the  Court 
■^  of  Session  because  the  verdict  was  for  "  severance  and  level 
crossing,"  without  distinguishing  how  much  was  to  be  for  "severance" 
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and  how  much  for  **  level  crossing,"  and  it  was  impossible  to  reduce 
the  verdict  quoad  "  the  level  crossing,"  which  did  not  ground  a  claim 
for  damages. 

Erle,  0.  J. — We  are  all  of  opinion  that  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
below  ought  to  be  affirmed. 

This  is  an  action  brought  upon  an  award  made  by  an  utnpire  under 
The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  18,  in 
which  the  plaintiff  seeks  compensation  on  the  ground  that  his  land 
has  been  injuriously  affected  by  the  execution  of  the  works  of  the 
Company.  He  claims  under  The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act, 
1845,  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  18,  and  also  under  The  Railways  Clauses  Consoli- 
dation Act,  1845,  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  20,  which  are  in  effect  embodied  in 
the  special  Act  of  the  Company,  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  clxxx.,  sect.  66. 
The  umpire  finds  as  the  facts  on  which  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff^  rests 
that  certain  houses  of  the  plaintiff,  some  of  which  were  in  the  course 
of  erection  and  others  completed,  were  injuriously  affected  by  the  acts 
of  the  defendants ;  that  their  value  was  depreciated  because  the  high- 
way was  stopped  up,  and  the  easy  access  which  before  existed  to  them 
was  taken  away.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  this  case  comes  within 
the  words  of  the  enactments  referred  to,  and  it  appears  to  be  within 
the  principle  of  law  which  governs  these  cases. 

But  Mr.  Clarke  contended  that  there  was  no  ground  of  action, 
because  the  execution  of  the  works  of  the  *Company  did  no  r*gQg 
more  than  take  away  the  enjoyment  of  a  public  right,  and  that  ^ 
the  only  remedy  was  by  indictment ;  and  that  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  below,  which  applied  the  test  whether  the  injury  was  such  that, 
if  the  statute  giving  to  the  Company  their  powers  had  not  passed,  an 
action  would  have  lain,  was  erroneous.  But  I  take  the  principle 
which  governs  these  cases  to  be  correctly  laid  down  in  the  note  to 
Ashby  V.  White,  1  Smith's  Leading  Cases  252,  5th  ed. :  "  There  are, 
indeed,  certain  cases  in  which  an  act  may  be  in  law  an  injury,  and 
may  produce  damage  to  an  individual,  and  yet  in  which  the  law  affords 
no  remedy,  or,  at  least  no  immediate  one.  These  are  cases  in  which 
the  act  done  is  a  grievance  to  the  entire  community,  no  one  of  whom 
is  injured  by  it  more  than  another.  In  such  a  case  the  mode  of  pun- 
ishing the  wrongdoer  is  by  indictment  and  by  indictment  only :  1 
Inst.  56,  a.  Still,  if  any  person  have  sustained  a  particular  damage 
therefrom  beyond  that  of  his  fellow  citizens,  he  may  maintain  an 
action  in  respect  of  that  particular  damnification."  I  think  that  the 
fact  found  by  the  umpire,  that  the  plaintiff''s  houses  have  been  inju- 
riously affected,  is  a  finding  that  he  has  suffered  "  particular  damnifi- 
cation ;"  and,  he  finds  specially  how  that  injurious  affecting  would  be 
occasioned; — viz.,  that  by  the  obstruction  to  the  thoroughfare  the 
number  of  persons  passing  by  the  plaintiff*'s  houses  would  be  dimi- 
nished, and  consequently  the  prospect  of  customers  to  the  occupiers 
of  the  houses  in  respect  of  any  branches  of  industry  carried  on  in 
them  would  be  injured.  Therefore  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  particular 
damage  to  the  plaintiff  by  the  obstruction  of  the  highway  is  made 
out. 

•And  I  am  supported  in  this  by  the  analogy  of  several  cases,   r^goy 
Moore  v.  The  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Company,   *- 
10  Irish  Com.  Law  Rep.  46,  is  in  principle  very  closely  allied  to  the 
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{>resent,  for  there  the  Company  did  not  take  any  part  of  the  plaintiff's 
and,  bat,  in  order  to  lower  the  road,  made  a  deep  cutting  along  the 
boundary  of  his  land,  so  that  he  was  deprived  of  the  easy  aocess  to 
his  house  and  premises  which  he  before  enjoyed ;  and  it  was  held  that 
this  was  a  permanent  injury  for  which  he  was  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion. Here  the  Railway  Company  have  substituted  a  new  highway 
for  the  old  one ;  the  old  highway  is  blocked  up,  and  the  plaintiff 'a 
houses  are  as  inaccessible  as  was  the  plaintiff's  house  in  Moore  v. 
The  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  Company.  The  same 
principle  was  acted  upon  in  Reg.  v.  The  Eastern  Counties  Railway 
Company,  2  Q.  B.  847  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  42),  where  the  Company,  in 
order  to  carry  their  railw'ay  over  a  highway  which  before  passed  the 

f>rosecutor's  land  on  a  level,  lowered  the  road  so  that  his  land  was 
eft  on  a  high. bank.  I  do  not  rely  on  Tuohey  v.  The  Great  Southern 
and  Western  Railway  Company,  10  Irish  Com.  Law  Rep.  98,  because 
there  was  special  damage  besides  the  lowering  of  the  road,  viz.  the 
causing  mud  to  accumulate  against  the  plaintiff's  house.  The  other 
cases  are  abundant  authority  for  6ur  decision  in  faTour  of  the  plaintiff 
in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  Clarke  relied  upon  The  Caledonian  Railway  Company  v, 
Ogilvy,  2  Macq.  229,  where  the  defendant  was  held  not  entitled 
♦6881   ^  compensation  by  reason  of  the  railway  ♦crossing  the  high- 

J  way  on  a  level  near  the  lodge  to  his  mansion.  That  looks  like 
a  judgment  in  favour  of  the  defendants;  but  the  principle  of  that 
judgment  was  that  the  respondent  was  claiming  compensation  for  a 
personal  inconvenience  or  annoyance  and  not  for  injury  to  his 
property. 

It  was  said  that  these  houses  of  the  plaintiff  are  an  inchoate  spe- 
culation ;  four  of  them  being  completed  and  the  rest  being  only  in  a 
state  of  inception.  It  was  further  contended  that  the  danutges  were 
imaginary  merely;  and  Lee  v.  'M liner,  2  M.  &  W.  824,  was  cited  to 
show  that  there  could  be  no  assessment  of  future  damages,  and  that 
the  plaintiff  was  bound  to  wait  until  the  injury  had  occurred.  Bat 
that  case  fails  to  support  Mr.  Clarke's  argument.  A  person  seeking 
to  obtain  compensation  under  these  Acts  of  Parliament  must  once  for 
all  make  one  claim  for  all  damages  which  can  be  reasonably  foreseen. 
In  Lee  t;.  Milner,  the  jury,  summcmed  under  The  Aire  and  Calder 
Navigation  Act,  9  G.  4,  c.  xcviii.,  to  assess  the  sums  of  money  to  be 
paid  to  a  tramroad  Company  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  for  dam- 
ages, found  the  value  of  the  land,  6/.,  present  damages,  0,  future 
damages  2800/.  The  Court  held  that  the  sum  for  future  damages, 
which  might  never  be  suffered,  could  not  be  given  by  reason  of  the 
particular  words  of  the  special  Act,  which  empowered  the  jury  to 
assess  the  damages  "  for  the  future  temporary  or  perpetual  contina- 
ance  of  any  recurring  damages  which  shall  have  been  so  occasioned 
as  aforesaid :"  and  it  was  considered  that  these  words  restrained  the 
♦fiSdl   J^^7  ivoxti  giving  damages  unless  there  was  ♦a  permanent  sab- 

-'  sisting  cause  of  injury,  and  that  the  Company  had  a  peculiar 
privilege  of  requiring  the  undertakers  of  The  Aire  and  Calder  Navi- 
gation to  summon  a  jury  from  time  to  time  whenever  a  new  cause  of 
injury  to  the  tramroad  arose.  Under  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolida- 
tion Act,  1845,  and  the  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845, 
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the  party  olaiming  oompeosation  must  bring  forward  his  claim  in 
anity,  aa  far  as  he  can  foresee  the  damages  which  will  arise,  estimat- 
ng  them  as  having  as  much  permanency  as  the  railway ;  for  we  must 
Uke  for  granted  that  the  arbitrator  has  considered  the  question 
whether  the  railway  was  likely  to  continue.  We  dp  not  go  into  the 
question  of  value;  the  principle  on  which  the  arbitrator  acted  is 
right.  • 

Pollock,  C.  B.,  and  Channbll,  B.,  and  Williams  and  Keating, 
JJ.,  concurred.  Judgment  affirmed. 


The  partial  ohstractioQ  of  access  to 
dwelling-houses  was  deemed  in  the 
principal  case  an  injury  which  entitled 
the  owner  to  compensation.  The  loss, 
however,  of  custom  at  a  hotel,  which 
was  caused  by  a  similar  ohstruction, 
wu  not  considered  a  ground  of  action 
tt  law,  nor  what  has  been  decided  to 
be  its  equivalent,  and  convertihle  with 
it,  a  grievance  recognised  by  statute : 
Ricket  V.  Directors,  &c.,  Metropolitan 
Railway  Co.,  L.  R.  2  H.  L.  175.  Lord 
Westbury  dissented  from  this  decision, 
thinking  the  destruction  of  the  good- 
will constituted  a  legal  injury  to  the 
jyroperty.  He  remarked:  "It  seems 
in  the  highest  degree  unreasonable  to 
8^p  the  house  of  its  character,  and  of 
the  use  and  purpose  for  which  it  has 
been  constructed,  fitted,  and  employed, 
and,  having  so  done,  to  say  that  the 
interest  of  the  occupier  has  sustained 
BO  damage,  because  the  building  or 
structure  has  not  been  deteriorated. 
A  man  gives  a  rent  of  100^  per  annum 
for  a  public-house,  with  good  custom, 
long  established,  in  some  much-fre- 
quented thoroughfare,  which  house,  if 
not  used  as  a  public-house,  would  not 
be  worth  50/.  per  annum.  Suppose, 
then,  that  the  thoroughfare  should  be 
wholly  or  partially  obstructed,  and  the 
eostom  of  the  house  thereby  dimin- 
ished by  one-half,  is  it  oonsistent  with 
eonmon  sense  to  say  that  the  interest 
of  the  tenant  in  the  house  is  not  ma- 
terially prejudiced?  It  is  a  fallacy, 
afanost  a  mockery,  to  answer:  'The 
OQstom  is  one  thing,  and  the  house 


another;  and  the  injury  is  to  the  cus- 
tom, not  to  the  house/  You  cannot 
sever  the  custom  from  the  house  itself, 
or  from  the  interest  of  the  occupier ; 
for  the  custom  is  the  thing  appertain- 
ing to  the  house  which  gives  it  its 
special  character  and  constitutes  its 
value  to  the  occupier,  and  for  which 
he  pays,  in  the  high  rent  he  has  agreed 
to  give,  tf  you  diminish  the  custom 
of  a  public-house,  you  diminish  its 
value  either  to  let  or  sell,  and  there- 
fore you  deteriorate  the  public-house, 
and  the  interest  of  the  tenant  therein. 
The  true  principle  and  only  rule  is, 
that  in  the  inquiry  whether  the  inter- 
est of  the  occupier  of  a  messuage  or 
building  is  damaged,  that  is,  injuri- 
ously affected,  you  should  estimate  the 
value  of  the  messuage  or  building  to 
the  occupier  with  reference  to  the  use 
he  makes  of  it,  and  the  beneficial  pur- 
pose for  which  he  has  hired  it  and 
fitted  it  up,  and  for  which  he  has  paid 
and  pays  the  landlord  a  larger  annual 
sum  than  the  building  per  se  would 
'  command ;  and  if  you  find  the  use  and 
enjoyment  impaired  by  the  works  of 
the  railway,  you  are  bound  to  decide 
that  the  interest  of  the  occupier  is  pro 
tanto  damaged;  that  is,  injuriously 
affected.  It  is  clear  that  if  the  rail- 
way company,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
statutory  power,  took  the  public-house 
entirely,  it  would  have  to  pay  for  it 
according  to  its  value  as  a  public-house, 
and  the  interest  of  the  occupier  therein 
would  be  estimated  with  reference  to 
the  value  of  the  custom  of  the  public- 
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house ;  but  the  same  considerations  by 
which  the  value  of  the  entirety  is  esti- 
mated must  apply,  and  be  taken  into 
account,  when  the  question  is,  whether 
the  value  of  the  public-house,  during 
a  certain  period  of  time,  haa  or  has  not 
been  deteriorated."  • 

In  The  Western  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road Co.  V,  Hilly  the  court  decided 
that  an  increase  of  the  difficulty  in 
obtaining  access  to  a  mill,  by  reason  of 
the  construction  of  a  track  by  the  side 
of  the  road  leading  to  it,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  horses  were  fright- 
ened and  customers  were  deterred  from 
going  to  the  mill,  was  a  legal  injury, 
which  must  be  compensated  by  the 
railroad  company :  6  P.  F.  Smith  (Pa. 
1867)  460.  Though  in  Pennsylvania, 
it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  the  right  to 
compensation  is  limited  to  cases  where 
land  of  the  plaintiff  is  taken,  and  the 
injury  is  the  direct  consequence  of 
that  taking :  Monongahela  Navigation 
Co.  V.  Coons,  6  W.  &  S.  (Pa.  1843) 
101 ;  Henry  w.  Pittsburg  Bridge  Co., 
8  W.  &  S.  (Pa.  1844)  85. 

But  an  easement  which  so  far  ob- 
structs an  owner  in  the  use  of  his  pro- 
perty as  practically  to  exclude  him 
from  the  enjoyment  of  it,  destroys  his 
property,  and  constitutes  a  '<  taking," 
which  entitles  him  to  compensation  for 
its  total  loss.  The  property  consisted 
of  a  right  of  way,  which  was  obstructed 
by  the  crossing  of  a  railroad.  It  was 
objected  that  the  legislature  had  only 
delegated  power  to  take  land,  which 
must  be  interpreted  in  its  popular 
sense.  The  court  met  this  objection, 
and  reduced  it  to  absurdity,  by  saying, 
that  if  this  were  so,  then,  as  the  rail- 
road company  had  no  authority  to  take 
the  easement,  they  must  be  arrested 
by  the  constitutional  inhibition,  which 
prevented  private  property  from  being 
taken  without  compensation :  Railroad 
Co.  V.  Williams,  24  Leg.  Int.  316, 
Oct  4th  1867. 


Whatever  is  destroyed  is  taken. 
Thus  the  city  of  Boston,  anthoriied 
by  legislation  to  take  land  and'  build- 
ings for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  a 
street,  deducted  from  the  amount  of 
compensation  given,  the  value  of  the 
materials  of  the  buildings  taken  down, 
because  the  materials  of  the  buildings 
are  not  taken  for  public  use.  This 
decision  recognised  the  fact  that  the 
building  is  not  the  material,  which, 
when  put  together,  constitute  the 
structure.  The  building  may  be  de- 
stroyed, and  the  material  preserved: 
Dugan  o.  City  of  Boston,  12  Allen 
(Mass.  1866)  223;  Freeholders  of 
Monmouth  County  v.  Red  Bank  and 
Holmdel  Turnpike  Co.,  3  Green  (N.J. 
1861)  91.  Hence  buildings  are  in- 
cluded in  the  estimate  of  land  damages: 
Patten  v.  Northern  Central  Railroad 
Co.,  9  Cas.  (1859)  426;  Dorian  v.  S. 
B.  &  W.  Railroad  Co.,  10  Wright  (Pa. 
1864)  520.  When  the  town  of  Car- 
rollton,  La.,  ordered  the  destruction  of 
plaintiff's  houses,  in  order  to  erect  a 
levee  on  their  site,  it  was  held  bound  to 
indemnify  plaintiff  for  the  value  of  the 
houses  at  the  time  they  were  taken : 
Mithoff  V.  Carrollton,  12  La.  An. 
(1867)  185. 

Just  so  far  as  the  enjoyment  of  pro- 
perty is  interfered  with,  is  there  a 
''  taking,"  which  entitles  the  owner  to 
compensation.  Thus  the  plaintiff  was 
held  entitled  to  compensation  to  the 
'  extent  that  his  interest  in  a  grist-mill 
was  destroyed  or  impaired  by  the 
opening  of  a  dam,  directed  by  the 
legislature  for  the  access  of  fish :  State 
v.  Glen,  7  Jones  (N.  C.  1859)  221; 
affirmed,  Cornelius  v.  Glen,  Id.  512. 
An  act  of  the  legislature  which  author- 
izes the  destruction  of  a  dam,  erected 
to  protect  meadow  lands  from  being 
overflowed,  was  held  unconstitutional, 
because  the  value  of  the  land  would 
thereby  be  depreciated,  and  this  par^ 
tial  obstruction  constituted  the  '^  tak- 
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ing''  of  private  property,  for .  which 
compensation  most  be  made :  Orover 
V.  Powell,  2  Stockton  Ch.  (N.  J. 
1854)  211.  The  occupation  of  a 
street  by  a  horse  railroad  is  a  **  tak- 
ing" and  acquisition  by  the  company 
which  decreases  the  enjoyment  of  that 
and  adjoining  property,  and  entitles 
the  owner  to  compensation :  Craig  v. 
R.  C.  &  B.  R.  K  Co.,  39  N.  Y.  (1868) 
404.  Said  Miller,  J. :  ''  The  company 
haa  the  exclusive  right  of  the  track 
while  the  cars  are  passing,  and  all 
oUiers  must  keep  out  of  their  way,  and 
if  a  party  is  injured  while  they  are 
proceediDg  at  a  reasonable  and  lawful 
qwedy  an  action  cannot  be  maintained 
against  the  company  for  the  injury. 
The  privilege  of  laying  and  using  the 
track  in  such  a  manner  confers  upon 
the  company  a  right  to  the  use  an4 
eoj(^ment  of  the  toraok,  which  pre- 
cludes other  vehicles  while  the  opera* 
tioBS  of  the  company  in  the  use  of  the 
track  demand  their  exclusion.  In 
Williams  v.  The  N.'Y.  C.  R.  R.  Co., 
Selden,  J.,  after  stating  the  distinction 
between  the  two  uses  to  which  the 
highway  is  applied  by  converting  it 
iate  a  railroad  track,  proceeds  to  argue, 
that  by  means  thereof  two  easements 
are  created — one  vested  in  the  public, 
which  has  been  paid  for,  and  the  other 
in  the  company* — and  remarks :  '  These 
easements  are  property,  and  that  of  the 
railroad  company  is  valuable.  How 
was  it  acquired  ?  It  has  cost  the  com- 
pany  nothing.  The  theory  must  be, 
that  a  is  carved  out  and  is  a  part  of 
Uie  public  easement,  and  is  therefore  a 
gift  of  the  public.  This  would  do  so, 
if  it  were  given  solely  at  the  expenae 
of  the  public.    But  it  is  manifest  that 


it  is  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  public 
and  the  owner  of  the  fee.  Ought  not 
the  latter  to  be  consulted  ?'  There  is 
much  force,  I  think,  in  these  sugges- 
tions, and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  they 
can  be  answered  satisfactorily  and  ac- 
cording to  any  well-settled  legal  prin- 
ciple." *'  In  narrow  streets,  where  the 
rails  of  the  road  border  close  upon  the 
sidewalk,  it  not  only  interposes  obstacles 
to  the  traveller,  but  inflicts  injury  upon 
the  lot-owner,  by  blocking  up  the  way 
and  preventing  a  free  access  to  the 
premises.  The  brge  and  unwieldy 
vehicles  which  are  used,  which  can 
only  proceed  upon  a  track  laid  for  that 
purpose,  with  incapacity  to  turn  out, 
so  as  to  avoid  or  accommodate  ordinary 
carriages,  are  often  a  source  of  annoy- 
ance and  obsthiction  to  the  free  pas- 
sage of  horses  and  carriages." 

In  an  action  to  recover  damages  for 
injuries  done  to  plaintiff's  premises  by 
water,  in  consequence  of  the  diversion 
of  the  stream  from  its  channel  by  the 
defendants,  in  constructing  a  culvert, 
the  measure  of  damages  is  the  depre- 
ciation in  the  value  of  the  plaintiff's 
premises  occasioned  by  the  injury  re- 
sulting from  the  defendants'  acts. 
Smith,  J. :  "  Where  the  deposit  is 
comparatively  extensive,  and  the  cost 
of  removing  it  would  probably  equal 
if  not  greatly  exceed  the  value  of  the 
soil  covered  by  it,  the  rule  contem- 
plates that  the  material  deposited  by 
the  flood  is  to  remain  upon  the  plain- 
tiff's land,  and  one  of  the  items  of 
damage  is  the  depreciation  in  value  of 
the  land  in  consequence  of  its  remain- 
ing:" Easterbrook  v.  Erie  R.  R.  Co., 
61  Barb.  (N.  Y.  1865)  94. 
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♦nAAi  •The  QUEEN  v.  TRAIN,  HATHAWAY  and  Others. 
^^J  April  2^. 

Highway. — Pablic  Nuisance, — Tramuxws. — Metropolis  Local  Management  Act,  18  A 

19  Vict  c,  120, «.  98. 

A  person,  without  the  anthority  of  Parliament,  bat  with  the  eonearrenee  of  and  hj  Ttrtae  of 
a  eontraet  with  the  restrj  of  the  parish,  laid  down  in  one  of  the  streets  of  the  metropolis  a 
doable  line  of  tramways  on  whieh  omoibnses  of  a  peculiar  oonstmotion  pUed  for  hire.  Thest 
tramways  were  dangerous  and  ineonTeoient  to  many  of  the  publie,  as  the  wheels  of  Tehidei 
skidded  when  crossing  the  tramway,  and  horses  which  put  their  feet  upon  it  were  startled : 
held, 

1.  That  this  was  a  publie  nuisance,  eren  though  those  tramways  might  be  for  the  couTenianee 
of  the  pablio  generally.  . 

2.  That  what  was  here  done  could  not  be  looked  on  as  a  mode  of  paving  the  street,  and  eonie- 
quently  was  not  within  the  powers  eonferred  on  Testries  by  The  Metropolis  Local  Management 
Act,  18  A  19  Vict,  a  120,  s.  98. 

Indictment.  The  first  count  charged  that  the  defendants,  on  the 
17th  January,  1861,  and  on  divers  other  days  and  times  continuously, 
&c.,  a  certain  road,  situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  Lambeth,  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  leading  from  Kennington  Park,  in  the  parish  afore- 
said, in  the  county  aforesaid,  to  the  south  side  of  Westminster  Bridge, 
in  the  parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  part  whereof  was  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Kennington  Road  and  the  other  part  whereof  was 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Westminster  Bridge  Boad,  then  and  during 
all  the  time  aforesaid  being  the  Queen's  common  highway,  used  for  all 
the  liege  subjects  of  our  Lady  the  Queen,  with  their  horses,  coaches, 
carts  and  carriages  to  go,  return,  pass,  repass,  ride  and  labour  at  their 
free  will  and  pleasure,  unlawfully  and  injuriously -did  dig,  entrench  and 
cut  into,  and  cause  and  procure  to  be  dug,  entrenched  and  cut  into;  and 
thereby  then  made,  and  caused  and  procured  to  be  made,  in  the  said 
*6411  ^°^""^^  highway,  divers  large  and  deep  holes,  to  wit,  to  the 
^  ^number  of  1000,  and  each  of  the  depth  of  1  foot,  and  diyera 
deep  and  long  trenches  in  the  said  common  highway,  to  wit,  of  the 
depth  of  1  foot  and  the  length  of  2000  yards ;  and  then  removed  and 
caused  and  procured  to  be  removed  from  the  said  common  highway 
larce  quantities,  to  wit,  600  tons,  of  stone  and  earth  of  the  soil  of  the 
said  common  highway ;  and  unlawfully  and  injuriously  did  then  lay 
down,  place,  and  construct,  and  cause  and  procure  to  be  laid  down, 
placed  and  constructed,  upon  the  said  common  highway,  a  certain 
iron  tramwav,  extending  for  a  long  distance,  to  wit,  for  the  distaQce 
of  2000  yards,  along  the  said  common  highway ;  and  unlawfully  and 
injuriously  did  then  lay  and  place,  and  cause  and  procure  to  be  laid 
and  placed,  upon  the  said  common  highway,  divers  large  quantities, 
to  wit,  200  loads,  of  timber  and  200  tons  of  iron  rails ;  and  so  con- 
tinued and  permitted  the  said  iron  tramway  and  the  said  timber  and 
iron  rails  to  remain  and  be  upon  the  said  common  highway  from  the 
day  first  aforesaid  continually  up  to  the  time  of  the  taking  of  this 
inquisition :  Whereby  the  Queen's  common  highway  aforesaid,  then 
and  on  the  first  days  and  times  aforesaid,  to  wit,  from  the  day  first 
aforesaid  continually,  &c.,  was  obstructed,  straitened,  and  encumbered, 
and  rendered  rough,  uneven,  and  dangerous,  so  that  the  liege  subjects 
of  our  said  lady  the  Queen  could  not,  then  and  during  the  times 
aforesaid,  go,  return,  pass,  repass,  ride,  and  labour  with  their  horses, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  4  SMITH.    Q.  B.  641 

coaches,  carts,  and  other  carriages  in,  through,  and  along  the  Qaeen's 
common  highway  aforesaid,  as  they  ought  and  were  wont  and  accus* 
tomed  to  do :  To  the  great  damage  and  common  nuisance  of  all  Her 
Majesty's  liege  subjects  going,  returning,  passing,  repassing,  riding, 
and  labouring  in,  through,  and  along  •the  Queen's  common  p^^ao 
highway  aforesaid,  to  the  evil  example  of  all  others  in  the  L  "  ^ 
like  case  offending,  and  against  the  peace  of  our  lady  the  Queen,  her 
crown  and  dignity. 

The  second  count  charged  that  the  road  in  question,  being  a*  com- 
mon highway,  &c.,  the  defendants  did,  on  the  17th  January,  1861, 
amongst  themselves,  conspire,  combine,  confederate,  and  agree  together 
unlawfully,  wrongfully,  and  injuriously  to  obstruct,  straiten,  and  en- 
cumber the  highway,  described  in  the  first  count,  and  to  render  and 
cause  and  procure  it  to  be  rough,  uneven,  and  dangerous,  so  that  the 
Queen's  liege  subjects  could  not  go,  return,  pass,  repass,  ride,  and 
labour  with  their  horses,  coaches,  carts,  and  carriages  in,  through,  and 
along  that  highway:  and  in  pursuance  thereof  acted  as  described  in 
the  first  count. 

The  third  count  charged  that  the  defendants  did,  amongst  them- 
selves, on  the  17th  January,  1861,  unlawfully  conspire,  &c.,  unlaw- 
fully, wrongfully,  and  injuriously,  by  making  large  and  deep  holes, 
and  large  and  deep  trenches  in  the  highway  described  in  the  first 
count,  and  by  removing  from  it  large  quantities  of  earth  and  stone  of 
the  soil  of  it,  and  by  laying  and  continuing  thereon  a  certain  iron 
tramway  of  great  length,  to  wit,  of  the  length  of  2000  yards,  and  by 
laying  upon  the  highway  large  quantities  of  timber  and  iron  rails,  to 
obstruct,  straiten,  and  encumber,  and  to  render  rough,  uneven,  and 
dangerous,  the  highway,  so  that  the  liege  subjects  of  the  Queen  could 
not  go,  return,  &c.,  in,  through,  and  along  the  highway,  &c. 

The  fourth  count  was  the  same  as  the  second,  only  not  stating  the 
mean3  by  which  the  conspiracy  was  carried  out. 

*The  defendants  pleaded  noteuilty.'  r»fi4«5 

On  the  trial,  before  Erie,  C.  J^at  the  Surrey  Spring  Assizes,  *- 
it  appeared  from  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  that  the 
defendant  Train  had,  with  the  assistance  of  the  aefendant  Hathaway 
as  his  servant,  laid  down  on  the  highway  described  in  the  indictment 
a  double  line  of  tramways,  on  which  omnibuses  of  a  peculiar  con- 
struction plied  for  hire.  The  other  defendants  were  the  vestrymen 
of  the  parish  of  Lambeth,  through  which  the  tramways  ran ;  and  these 
had  b«en  constructed  with  their  sanction,  and  under  a  contract  for 
that  purpose  between  them  and  Train.  It  was  further  shown  that 
these  tramways  and  the  carriages  which  moved  upon  them  were 
dangerous  and  inconvenient  to  many  of  the  public,  as  the  wheels  of 
vehicles  skidded  when  crossing  the  tramway,  and  horses  which  put 
their  feet  upon  it  were  startled. 

The  defendants  offered  evidence  to  show  that,  although  the  tram- 
ways were  productive  of  inconvenience  to  individuals,  they  were  for 
the  convenience  of  the  public,  because  a  very  large  number  of  persons 
used  the  omnibuses  as  a  means  of  transit,  to  the  great  saving  of  their 
time  and  money.  Erie,  C.  J.,  however,  ruled  that  that  evidence  was 
immaterial,  and  rejected  it :  and  he  directed  the  jury  that,  if  the  tram- 
ways were  a  source  of  danger  and  inconvenience  to  a  portion  of  the 
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pablic  who  had  a  right  to  ase  the  highway,  they  would  be  a  nuisance, 
without  reference  to  their  being  for  the  general  convenience.  The 
jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  Crown  against  the  defendants  Train  and 
Hathaway.  With  respect  to  the  other  defendants,  several  points  of 
law  having  been  raised,  it  was,  by  consent,  arranged  that  no  verdict 
♦fi441  ^^^^'^^  ^  taken,  and,  on  the  *suggestion  of  this  Court,  a  nolle 
-I   prosequi  was  ultimately  entered. 

Bovill,  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  Train  and  Hathaway,  moved 
for  a  new  trial  on  the  ground  of  misdirection,  that  the  above  evidence 
had  been  improperly  rejected,  and  that  the  verdict  was  against  the 
evidence.  (He  also  moved  to  enter  a  verdict,  but  it  appeared  that  no 
leave  for  that  purpose  had  been  reserved.) — This  case  raises  the  very 
important  question  as  to  the  legality  of  laying  down  tramways  in  the 
streets  of  the  metropolis.  Such  have  been  laid  down  in  Birkenhead, 
and  also  in  America,  with  great  success,  and  are  a  great  convenience 
to  the  public.  It  is  true  that  in  Bex  v.  Russell,  6  B.  &  C.  566  (K  C. 
L.  R.  vol.  18),  where  a  private  individual  impeded  the  navigation  of  a 
public  river  by  taking  possession  of  a  portion  of  its  bed,  Holroyd  and 
Bayley,  JJ.,  held  that  the  circumstance  of  his  doing  so  being  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  might  be  taken  into  consideration  in  determining 
whether  the  act  was  a  nuisance.  Lord  Tenterden,  however,  dissented; 
and  the  decision  of  the  majority  of  the  Court  in  that  case  seems  over- 
ruled by  the  subsequent  case  of  Rex  v.  Ward,  4  A.  &  £.  384  (K  C. 
L.  R.  vol.  81),  as  well  as  inconsistent  with  Rex  v.  Lord  Grosvenor,  2 
Stark.  511  (B.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  8),  cited  in  Rex  v.  Ward,  p.  408,  and  with 
Rex  V.  Morris,  1  B.  &  Ad,  441,  447.  In  Reg.  v.  Betts,  16  Q.  B.  1022 
(E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  71),  also,  Lord  Campbell  says,  p.  1037,  "According 
to  the  authority  of  Lord  Hale,  to  that  of  Lord  Tenterden  in  Rex  v. 
Russell,  and  to  the  opinion  of  this  Court  in  Rex  v.  Ward,  it  is  for  the 
jurj  to  say  whether  an  erection  of  this  kind  is  a  damage  to  the  navi- 
gation or  not.  That  the  utility  of  such  a  work  to  the  neighbourhood 
♦B461  ^^  ^  ^^®  *public  interests,  generally,  may  be  taken  into  ac- 
-I  count  as  a  compensation,  is  'a  point  on  which,  with  great 
deference,  I  cannot  concur  with  the  majority  of  the  Judges  who 
decided  Rex  v,  Russell.  The  true  question  is,  whether  a  damage 
accrues  to  the  navigation  in  the  particular  locality ;  and  that  is  a 
question  for  the  jury.''  But  the  present  case  differs  from  all  those, 
for  what  was  here  done  was  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  use  of 
the  highway  and  the  passage  upon  it.  Parish  officers  are  empowered, 
and  it  is  every  day's  practice  for  theni,  to  raise  ii  portion  of  a  high- 
way for  the  convenience  of  foot  passengers.  They  also  lay  down  iron 
gutters  in  highways,  and  change  the  pavement  to  wood,  granite,  or 
even  to  iron; — things  which  are  quite  as  dangerous  to  persons  on 
horseback  as  tramways.  They  are  also  justified  in  putting  down 
tramways  along  part  of  a  highway  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the 
heavy  traffic  clear  from  the  rest. 

The  case  may  be  looked  at  in  another  point  of  view.  The  borough 
of  Lambeth  is  included  in  The  Metropolis  Looal  Management  Act,  18 
&  19  Vict.  c.  120,  sect.  98  of  which  enacts:  **It  shall  be  lawful  for 
every  vestry  and  district  board  from  time  to  time  to  cause  all  oranj 
of  the  streets  within  their  parish  or  district,  or  any  part  thereof  re- 
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spectively,  to  be  j>aved  or  repaired  when  and  as  often  and  in  such  form 
and  manner  and  with  such  materials  as  such  vestry  or  hoard  think  fit^ 
and  to  cause  the  ground  or  soil  thereof  to  be  raised  or  lowered,  and 
the  course  of  the  channels  running  in,  into,  or  through  the  same  to  be 
turned  or  altered,  in  such  manner  as  they  think  proper,  and  to  alter 
the  position  of  any  mains  or  pipes  in  or  under  such  street,  such  altera- 
tion to  be  made  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  engineer  ♦of  the  r*a±a 
Company  to  which  such  mains  or  pipes  belong."  What  was  L 
done  here  was  a  mode  of  paving  this  metropolitan  highway,  a  matter 
which  this  section  leaves  entirely  within  the  control  of  the  vestry. 

It  was  therefore  a  question  for  the  jury  whether  what  was  done  here 
was  a  public  nuisance,  or  a  reasonable  and  convenient  arrangement 
of  the  highway  for  the  convenience  of  the  public  generally  using 
that  highway,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  tne  traffic  upon  it.  The 
question  is  limited  to  the  tramways,  for  the  indictment  does  not  charge 
the  carriages  as  being  a  nuisance. 

Crompton,  J. — We  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  this  conviction  was 
right,  and  that,  at  least  so  far  as  Mr.  BovilPs  clients  are  concerned, 
there  is  no  reason  to  disturb  it.  Our  judgment  proceeds  on  these 
short  grounds.  It  was  clearly  shown  by  the  evidence,  and  is  established 
by  the  finding  of  the  jury,  that  these  tramways  were  a  nuisance, 
dangerous  and  mischievous  to  passengers  on  the  highway ;  and  the 
defendants,  by  whom  they  were  constructed,  are  therefore  responsible 
for  that  nuisance,  unless  Mr.  Bovill  succeeds  in  establishing  the  pro- 
position for  which  he  contends.  He  tried  to  distinguish  the  jjresent 
case  from  those  which  have  settled  the  law  that  you  cannot,  for  the 
benefit  of  one  part  of  the  public,  interfere  with  the  rights  of  passage  < 
of  the  rest  over  land  or  water.  I  understand  him  to  admit  that  these 
tramways  would  be  a  nuisance  to  travellers  pssing  across  them,  but 
he  contended  that,  taking  all  the  facts  together,  it  was  a  question  for 
the  jury  whether  they  were  a  nuisance,  or  whether  what  was  done 
was  not  a  reasonable  and  convenient  arrangement  for  the  use  of  the 
highway  by  the  public  generally.  Supposing  however,  for  the  pre- 
sent, that  his  proposition  *that  an  arrangement  for  the  use  of  a  v^oaij 
highway  in  a  particular  manner  b^ing  for  the  advantage  of  the  ^ 
public  generally  would  be  an  answer  to  an  indictment  for  that  arrange- 
ment, this  case  does  not  come  within  that  principle,  seeing  that  this 
was  not  an  arrangement  for  the  ordinary  use  of  the  highway,  and  is 
very  distinguishable  from  the  cases  he  put.  It  may  fairly  be  said,  for 
instance,  that  the  raising  a  portion  of  a  highway  for  the  use  of  pas- 
sengers is  allowable ;  but  that  is  for  the  use  of  the  highway  qu&  high- 
way. And  I  do  not  say  that  there  may  not  be  cases  where  arrange- 
ments for  the  advantage  of  one  class  of  persons  may  be  allowable 
though  mischievous  to  another  class.  But  what  has  been  done  here 
is  not  making  any  arrangement  for  the  use  of  the  highway  in  the 
ordinary  manner  of  using  a  highway.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  with- 
drawing so  much  of  the  highway  from  its  ordinary  use  as  such ;  for  it 
is  idle  to  say  that  you  can  use  as  an  ordinary  part  of  this  highway  the 
portion  taken  up  by  the  tramways.  A  carriage  meeting  an  omnibus 
running  on  one  of  them  cannot  give  and  take  the  road.  The  case  is 
like  that  of  Reg.  v.  The  United  Kingdom  Electric  Telegraph  Company 
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(Limited), (a)  which  we  have  just  disposed  of,  and  others  of  a  similar 
*AJ.fti  ^J^ature.  It  also  falls  within  Reg.  v.  The  Longton  Gas  Com- 
^^J  pany  (Limited),  29  L.  J.  M.  C.  118,  6  Jur.  N.  S.  601,  with 
which  we  took  a  good  deal  of  paind,  where  a  gas  company,  without 
being  authorized  by  a  statute,  opened  trenches  in  the  streets  of  a 
town  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  gas  pipes ;  and  this  was  adjudged 
a  nuisance.  If  persons  wish  for  power  to  act  as  the  defendants  acted 
here,  they  must  take  the  usual  regular  and  constitutional  course  of 
getting  the  protection  of  the  Legislature. 

Then  was  there  any  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  that  this  was  a  pro- 
per use  of  ihe  highway  7  I  think  not.  It  was  put  that  these  tramways 
would  enable  persons  to  pass  conveniently  from  A.  to  B.  So  would 
a  railway :  but  the  defendants  would  clearly  not  be  justified  in  making 
one  in  a  highway,  without  the  authority  of  Parliament. 

Another  point  was  raised  by  Mr.  Bovill,  namely  that  this  was  a 
mode  of  paving  one  of  the  streets  of  the  metropolis,  and  consequently 
within  The  Metropolis  Local  Management  Act,  18  &  19  Yict.  c.  120, 
s.  98.  This  position  provokes  a  smile: — it  is  almost  ludicrous  to  call 
this  a  mode  of  paying. 

There  will  therefore  be  no  rule. 

Blackburn  and  Mellob,  JJ.,  concurred.  Rule  refused. 

(a)  This  eaae  of  lUg.  v.  The  United  KiDgdom  Electric  Telegraph  Company  (Limited)  waa 
tried  by  Martin,  B.,  at  the  Spring  Assiies  for  Buclcs.  It  waa  an  indictment  against  the  defend- 
ants for  erecting  their  telegraphic  poles  along  the  sides  of  the  highways  extending  through  a 
long  tract  of  country,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  obstruct  the  highways.  A  Terdict  haying  been 
given  fof  the  Crown,  (/Malteg,  in  the  present  Term,  on  the  17th  April,  moved  for  a  new  trial, 
on  the  ground  of  misdirection.  The  Judge  took  the  course  of  writing  down,  during  the  trial, 
the  direction  he  meant  to  give  to  the  jury,  and  delivering  it  to  the  counsel;  when  the  defend- 
ant's counsel,  finding  it  hostile  to  his  clients,  submitted  to  a  verdict.  As,  however,  the  reporten 
have  been  unable  to  obtain  a  sight  of  that  document,  or  even  of  the  papers  in  the  ease,  they 
forbear  attempting  to  give  a  formal  report  of  ir,  and  will  merely  state  that  the  Court — consisting 
of  Cockbum,  C.  J.,  Crompton  and  Blackburn,  JJ. — having  taken  time  to  consider,  refused  the 
rale,  on  the  principles  laid  down  in  Rex  v.  Wright,  8  B.  A  Ad.  681  (E.  C.  L.  R.  voL  23),  Beg. 
«.  Russell,  3  E.  A  B.  042  (B.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  77),  and  Williams  r.  Wilcox,  8  A.  A  B.  314  (B.  C.  L. 
B.  ToL  35).    The  powers  of  the  Company  have  since  been  defined  by  stat.  26  A  26  VicL  n.  iJUxL 
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Ex  parte  BBEDEN,  an  articled  Clerk.    May  14. 

AtHcUb  of  clerkship. — OmUsion  to  stamp  articUa. — 19  ir  20  Viet,  c.  81. 

The  appUeant  h»d  been  for  seToral  yean  managing  olerk  to  an  attorney,  who  died,  leaving  a 
widow  and  son,  whose  service  nnder  articles  to  bis  father  had  not  then  expired.  The  business 
was  carried  on  by  C,  an  attorney,  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  family ;  and  the  applieant 
entered  into  the  service  of  G.  to  assist  him  in  manoging  the  business  for  their  benefit  until  the 
son  should  be  admitted  an  attorney.  In  June,  1868,  the  applioaot  was  articled  to  the  son,  who 
had  been  admitted  in  the  same  year;  and  the  widow  promised  to  pay  the  stamp  duty  as  an 
acknowledgment  and  recompense  for  his  services.  He  entered  into  the  articles  upon  this  under- 
standing, and  did  not  discover  that  the  duty  had  not  been  paid  until  after  the  time  allowed  by 
law  for  stamping  and  enrolling  the  articles  had  expired.  In  January,  1862,  he  petitioned  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  who  directed  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  to  stamp  the  articles, 
OB  payment  of  the  duty  and  penalty  under  stat.  19  A  20  Vict.  o.  81,  s.  3,  and  the  articles  were 
stamped  accordingly.  The  Court  refused  to  allow  the  service  under  the  articles  (o  be  computed 
from  the  date  of  their  execution ;  Cockbum,  C.  J.,  dubitante. 

This  was  an  application  that  the  service  of  Matthew  Breden,  under 
articles  of  clerkship  executed  on  the  11th  June,  1858,  between  Wil- 
liam Neal,  an  attorney  of  this  Court,  of  the  one  part,  and  Matthew 
Breden,  of  the  other  part,  might  be  reckoned  and  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  execution  thereof,  notwithstanding  the  affidavit  of  execu- 
tion was  not  filed  within  six  months  as  required  by  stat.  6  &  7  Yict. 
c.  73,  s.  8. 

The  affidavit  of  the  applicant  stated  that  he  had  been,  for  several 
years  previous  to  the  year  1854,  managing  clerk  to  Samuel  Neal,  a 
solicitor  and  attorney,  and  was  so  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  January, 
1864;  that  ♦William  Neal,  a  son  of  Samuel  Neal,  was  by  arti-  r^i^c/) 
cles  bound  to  him  with  a  view  to  his  being  admitted  a  solicitor  '- 
and  attorney,  but  he  was  not  so  admitted  in  the  lifetime  of  S.  Neal, 
by  reason  of  his  service  under  his  articles  not  having  expired  in  the 
lifetime  of  S.  Neal ;  and  an  assignment  of  the  articles  was  after  the 
death  of  S.  Neal  executed  to  William  Cox,  a  solicitor  and  an  attor- 
ney, for  the  purpose  of  W.  Neal  completing  his  service  under  the 
articles,  which  he  subsequently  did;  that  the  business  of  S.  Neal  was 
after  his  death  carried  on  by  Cox,  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and 
family  of  S.  Neal ;  and  the  applicant  entered  into  the  service  of  Cox 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  him  in  conducting  and  managing  it  for 
their  benefit  and  until  W.  Neal  should  be  admitted  as  solicitor  and 
attorney*  and  in  a  situation  to  succeed  to  and  carry  on  the  same ;  that 
W.  Neal,  after  he  had  completed  his  service  under  the  articles  in  1868, 
was  admitted  a  solicitor  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  an  attorney  of 
this  Court,  and  took  to  the  business  previously  carried  on  by  S.  Neal 
in  his  lifetime,  as  also  to  the  business  of  Cox,  who  recently  at  his  own 
request  ceased  to  continue  an  attorney ;  that  in  consequence  of  the 
applicant  having  entered  into  the  service  of  and  remained  with  Cox, 
and  his  zeal  and  attention  whilst  in  his  service,  and  assisting  him  in 
conducting  and  managing  the  business  of  S.  Neal  after  his  death  for 
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the  benefit  of  his  widow  and  family,  and  until  W.  Neal  could  bo 
admitted  as  solicitor  and  attorney,  he  was,  on  the  11th  June,  1858, 
bound,  by  articles  duly  executed  and  attested  on  unstamped  paper, 
for  a  period  of  five  years  to  W.  Neal,  with  a  view  to  his  being 
admitted  a  solicitor  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  an  attorney  of  this 
Court,  and  W.  Neal,  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  articles,  pro- 
*65n   ^^^^  *^*^  ^®  would,  ^before  the  time  limited  by  law  expired  for 

-I  paying  the  duty  on  the  articles,  obtain  from  his  mother,  the  widow 
and  executrix  of  S.  Neal,  the  money  required  for  the  purpose  of  paying, 
and  would  duly  pay  with  the  same  when  «o  obtained  the  proper  duty 
thereon,  and  have  the  necessary  stamp  of  such  payment  affixed  on 
the  articles  by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Bevenue ;  that  the  sum 
of  money  requisite  for  the  payment  of  the  duty  on  the  articles  was 
promised  to  be  given  to  him  by  the  widow,  previous  to  th«  execution 
thereof,  as  an  acknowledgment  and  recompense  of  services  rendered 
by  him  to  her  and  the  family  of  S.  Neal  after  his  death,  and  for  his 
having  also,  affcer  his  death,  entered  into  the  service  of  and  remaining 
with  Cox,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  him  in  conducting  and  man- 
aging the  business  carried  on  by  S.  Neal  in  his  lifetime,  for  the  benefit 
of  her  and  his  family,  and  whereby  large  sums  of  money  were  derived 
for  them ;  that  he  entered  into  and  executed  the  articles  upon  the 
express  faith  and  understanding  that  W.  Neal  would  obtain  the  money 
from  his  mother  and  pay  the  proper  duty  on  the  articles  and  have  the 
necessary  stamp  affixed  thereon  before  the  time  allowed  by  law  for 
such  purpose  expired ;  and  that  an  affidavit  of  the  due  execution  of 
the  articles  was  made  on  the  10th  December  1858  and  within  the  time 
limited  by  law  for  so  doing;  that  the  applicant,  after  the  time  allowed 
by  law  for  stamping  and  enrolling  the  articles  had  expired,  and  not 
before,  discovered  that  the  proper  duty  had  not  been  paid  on  the 
articles,  and  the  same  consequently  had  not  been  stamped  and  enrolled ; 
upon  which  he  complained  to  W.  Neal  on  the  subject,  and  inquired 
^Qxai  of  ^^^  ^^6  reason  why  the  same  had  not  *been  stamped ;  when 

^  he  stated  that  he  had  applied  to  and  requested  his  mother  to  hand 
him  the  money  to  pay  the  necessary  and  proper  duty,  who  declined 
so  to  do,  assigning  her  inability  as  an  excuse  then  for  not  doing  so, 
and  that  he  would  have  then  paid  the  duty  if  he  could  have  afforded 
it;  that  the  applicant  was  not  in  a  position  to  have  paid  the  duty  at 
the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  articles,  nor  was  it  ever  agreed  or 
intended  he  should  do  so ;  that  in  January  last  he  presented  a  petition, 
founded  on  the  above  facts,  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury,  praying  to  be  at  liberty  to  stamp  the  articles  on 
payment  of  the  duty  and  necessary  penalty,  and  their  Lordships  were 
pleased,  under  the  19  &  20  Vict.  c.  81,  s.  8,  to  order  and  direct  the 
Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  to  stamp  the  articles  on  payment 
of  the  duty  and  a  penalty  of  40^.,  and  he  had  since  paid  the  duty  and 
penalty,  and  had  the  stamps  denoting  the  payment  of  the  same  affixed; 
that  the  articles  were  on  the  4th  March  duly  enrolled,  and  had  since 
been  registered;  that  he  had  since  the  execution  of  the  articles  served 
W.  Neal  under  them;  that  he  was  then  in  the  forty-second  year  of  his 
age,  and  had  a  wife  and  two  children  dependent  upon  his  exertions 
for  support,  and  no  part  of  the  duty  or  penalty  was  paid  by  W.  Neal 
or  his  mother  or  any  member  of  his  family,  and  that  but  for  the 
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assistance  of  friends,  to  whom  he  recently  made  known  his  position 
relative  to  the  articles,  he  could  not  have  paid  the  duty  and  penalty. 

In  this  term,  April  28th ;  before  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  Grompton,  Black* 
barn,  and  Mellor,  JJ. ; 

Montagu  Chambers  was  heard  in  support  of  the  *applica-  r*z>ero 
tion.— In  Bx  parte  Herbert,  1  B.  &  S.  825  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  ■-  ^^^ 
101),  this  Court  granted  a  similar  application;  and  Cockburn,  G.  J., 
and  Wigfatman,  J.,  expressed  an  opinion  that  it  might  be  done  when- 
ever the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  under  stat.  19  &  20  Vict.  c.  81,  c.  S, 
directed  that  the  stamp  should  be  affixed  to  articles  upon  payment  of 
the  penalty.  The  Lords  of  the  Treasury  are  by  that  enactment  con- 
stituted the  tribunal  to  decide  whether  there  was  an  intention  to 
defraud  the  revenue  or  to  enter  into  articles  speculatively.  [Gbomp- 
TON,  J. — All  the  cases  in  which  Erie,  G.  J.,  expressed  a  strong  opinion 
against  such  an  application  have  been  since  that  statute.  In  the  Acts 
for  regulating  the  admission  of  attorneys  there  are  provisions  which 
require  the  party  to  come  to  this  Court  It  has  never  been  understood 
that  the  application  would  be  granted  as  a  matter  of  course  after  the 
applicant  bad  obtained  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  direction  that 
the  articles  should  be  stamped  upon  payment  of  the  penalty ;  and  in 
the  cases  in  which  a  similar  application  was  refused,  such  a  direction 
had  been  obtained.  The  present  case  is  stronger  than  where  a  person 
enters  into  articles  upon  speculation :  seeing  that  here  the  applicant 
never  intended  to  pay  the  duty  himself;  and  at  the  time  when  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  the  fact  of  the  non-payment  of  the  duty,  he 
went  on  with  his  service  without  paying  it.  CocKBURN,  C.  J. — But 
he  went  on  in  the  hope  that  the  money  for  the  purpose  would  be 
given  by  the  widow  of  his  former  master.  If  the  applicant  had  gone 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  as  soon  as  he  discovered  that  the  articles 
had  not  been  stamped,  I  should  have  felt  no  difficulty  in  granting  the 
application.]  He  pressed  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise  that  the 
duty  should  be  *paid.  [Blackburn,  J. — Why  did  he  not  r*^xA 
throw  up  the  articles?]  Cfur,  adv.  vuU,       ^ 

Crompton,  J.  (May  14),  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  Court. 

This  was  an  application  to  this  Court,  in  effect,  to  order  articles  to 
be  taken  as  registered,  and  the  affidavit  to  be  taken  as  filed  nunc  pro 
tunc,  according  to  the  provisions  of  stats.  6  &  7  Vict.  c.  73,  s.  9,  and 
7  &  8  Yict.  c.  86,  s.  2.  It  was  founded  upon  an  affidavit  of  the  appli- 
cant showing  a  case  of  considerable  hardship,  from  which  the  Court 
would  wish  to  relieve  him  if  we  could  do  so  consistently  with  our 
duty  in  the  exercise  of  the  functions  which  the  statutes  impose  on  us, 
and  with  the  decisions  which  have  been  made  upon  them. 

The  applicant  had  a  promise  from  the  executrix  of  his  former 
master  to  give  him  the  duty  on  his  articles ;  he  supposed  for  a  few 
months  that  all  that  was  required  by  law  had  been  done,  but,  after 
the  six  months  had  elapsed,  he  discovered  that  it  had  not  been  done. 
He  went  on,  however,  serving  under  his  articles  for  three  or  four 
years,  with  the  full  knowledge  that  the  articles  had  not  been  stamped 
or  enrolled,  and  now  wants  to  have  them  taken  as  registered  from  the 
commencement  of  the  service.  We  cannot  order  that  consistently 
with  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  and  the  decisions  in  the  Courts 
upon  this  very  point 
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The  statates  make  an  application  to  the  Court  Deoessary  for  the 
purpose  of  antedating  the  comraencement  of  the  service  to  the  ras- 
ter] ng  of  the  articles  and  the  filing  of  the  affidavit.  And  this  has 
always  been  considered  as  still  necessary  since  the  passing  of  stat.  19 
♦6551  *  ^^  yict,  ♦c.  81,  which,  by  sect.  3,  allows  the  stamp  to  be 
-I  affixed  after  the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the  date  of  the 
articles  in  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.  In  all 
the  cases  in  this  Court  since  the  discretion  was  given  to  the  Com* 
missioners,  the  course  we  have  taken  has  been  to  see  whether  there  has 
been  any  such  mistake  in  the  matter  as  that  the  applicant  was  not  to 
blame.  If  the  applicant  had  been  led  to  suppose  that  he  was  serving 
under  articles/ which  were  duly  registered,  and  that  the  stamp  had 
been  paid,  and  a  proper  affidavit  made,  we  have  treated  it  as  a  mis- 
take and  have  not  allowed  the  clerk  to  be  prejudiced.  But  in  the 
present  case  the  applicant  knew  from  the  comraencement,  excepting 
the  first  few  months,  that  he  was  not  serving  under  proper  articles, 
and  if  we  allowed  him  to  be  admitted — that  is,  in  effect,  allowed  the 
articles  to  be  dated  back — it  would  come  to  this,  that  whenever  the 
Commissioners  allowed  the  stamp  to  be  affixed  we  must  say  that  oar 
functions  ceased,  and  in  every  case  be  governed  by  their  discretion. 

My  brother  Erie,  when  in  this  Court,  expressed  a  strong  opinion 
against  a  person  being  allowed  to  put  himself  in  the  situation  of 
being  bound  under  articles  not  stamped:  if  he  died,  the  stamp  would 
never  be  paid ;  and  he  took  the  chance ; — if  he  got  on  well  in  the  law 
he  would  pay,  otherwise  not. 

Such  is  the  view  of  the  majority  of  the  Court.  The  Lord  Chief 
Justice  is  disposed  to  take  a  wider  view  of  our  discretion,  and  to  think 
that  the  Legislature  meant  that  the  Commissioners  were  to  take  care 
of  the  revenue;  and  upon  that  ground,  which  he  expressed  in  Ex 
parte  Herbert,  1  B.  &  S.  825,  828  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  101),  where  I  think 
we  went  to  the  limits  of  what  we  ought  to  do,  he  would  have  been 
*6561  ^^^P^^  ^^  admit  ^the  applicant,  without,  however,  giving  a 
■*  positive  dissent  from  our  opinion.  The  majority  of  the  Court 
think  that  we  cannot  go  further  than  has  been  done,  and  therefore 
this  application  must  be  refused.  Application  refu8ed.(a) 

(a)  In  Trinitj  Tenn  following  a  slmiUr  nppUeation  wm  made  to  tbe  Conii  of  Cobboo  PImi, 
upon  an  affidarit  stating  some  additional  fiaota ;  and  that  Court,  after  eonftrring  with  this  Cosrt, 
granted  the  application.    Bee  12  C.  B.  N.  S.  361  (B.  C.  L.  R.  rol.  194). 


IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER 

ABCHEB  V.  JAMES.    May  14. 
See  this  case  reported,  ante,  pp.  67;  106. 
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IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER. 

LLOYD  V.  The  QUEEN  (in  error).    May  14. 
Quo  warraiUo, — CosU, — Corporate  office. — 9  Ann.  c  20,  *.  5. 

1.  Information  in  the  nataro  of  a  quo  warranto  alleged  that  the  defendant,  within  the  town 
of  B.,  in  the  coanty  of  M.,  ezereised,  without  legal  warrant,  the  offlce  of  major ;  and  together 
with  0.  R.  and  J.  J.,  the  powers  and  pririleges  of  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  Mayor  and  Baiiiib  of  the  Borough  of  B.  The  defendant  suffered  judgment  by  default. 
Held,  that  the  relator  waa  entitled  to  costs  under  stat.  0  Ann.  c  20,  s.  5. 

2.  Quar;  whether  stat.  9  Ann.  e.  20,  does  not  extend  to  eases  in  which  a  defendant  has 
claimed  to  exercise  a  corporate  office,  whether  there  is  a  corporation  or  not  ? 

Information  in  the  nature  of  a  quo  warranto,  against  George 
Price  Lloyd,  alleged  that  there  was,  within  the  county  of  Merioneth, 
a  certain  town  called,  to  wit,  the  town  of  Bala,  and  that  the  defend- 
ant had  there  ♦used  and  exercised,  without  any  legal  warrant  r*an>T 
or  right  whatsoever,  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  said  town,  and,  '- 
together  with  Owen  Bichards  and  John  Jones,  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges of  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name  and  description  of  the  Mayor 
and  Bailiffs  of  the  Borough  of  Bal^;  and  for  and  during  all  that  time 
had  there  claimed  to  be  mayor  of  the  said  town,  and  to  be,  together 
with  Owen  Richards  and  John  Jones,  a  body  corporate,  and  to  have, 
use  and  enjoy  all  the  liberties,  privileges  and  franchises  of  the  office 
of  mayor  and,  with  Owen  Richards  and  John  Jones,  of  a  body  corpo- 
rate, and  does  so  presume  to  act,  &c. 

The  information  further  stated  that  there  was  yearly  and  every 
year  held  within  the  town  of  Bala,  to  wit  on  the  24th  October,  a  pub- 
lic fair  for  the  buying  and  selling  of  merchandise,  goods  and  chattels 
there ;  and  that  the  defendant  theretofore,  to  wit,  on,  &c.,  within  the 
town  aforesaid  did,  without  any  legal  warrant  or  right  whatsoever, 
together  with  Owen  Richards  and  John  Jones,  by  the  name  and  de- 
scription of  the  Mayor  and  Bailifib  of  the  Borough  of  Bala,  claim  as 
of  right  the  liberty  and  privilege  of  taking  and  demanding,  from 
every  person  attending  the  fstir  and  placing  their  goods  and  chattels 
on  the  public  highways  for  sale,  certain  toll ;  and  did  at  the  fair  then 
and  there  held,  without  any  legal  warrant,  Royal  grant  authorizing 
him  or  them  in  that  behalf,  or  other  right  whatsoever,  together  with 
Owen  Richards  and  John  Jones,  by  such  description  as  aforesaid, 
claim,  demand  and  take,  from  certain  persons  attending  the  fair  and 
placing  their  goods  and  chattels  in  the  public  highway  for  sale,  a 
certain  toll,  and  did  then  and  there  demand  and  take,  as  and  for  such 
toll  as  aforesaid,  to  wit:  [stating  various  sums,  from  different  per- 
sons]; &c. 

*The  information  contained  a  similar  averment  as  to  a  r^^go 
yearly  fair  held  on  the  8th  Novea>ber.  ^ 

There  followed  an  entry  of  the  non-appearance  of  the  defendant ; 
and  thereupon  the  usual  judgment  for  the  Grown,  and  that  the  relator 
recover  against  the  defendant  lOOZ.  for  his  costs,  according  to  the  form 
of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Assignment  of  error,  and  joinder  therein. 

Vauykan  Williams^  for  the  defendant. — The  relator  in  this  infor- 
mation is  not  entitled  to  costs  under  stat.  9  Ann.  c.  20,  s.  5.    That 
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statute,  as  appears  from  its  preamble,  was  intended  to  apply  only  to 
''cities,  towns  corporate,  boroughs  and  places"  which  had  mayors, 
bailiflfe,  portreeves,  or  other  corporate  officers,  and  the  word  "  places" 
only  extends  to  places  of  the  same  kind  as  those  before  enumerated, 
that  is,  corporate  places :  Bex  v.  Wallis,  5  T.  R.  875,  379,  per  Lord 
Kenyon.  And  the  "  said  offices,"  in  section  4  &  5,  are  those  referred 
to  in  the  preamble.  This  information  contains  no  allegation  that  the 
borough  of  Bala  is  an  ancient  borough,  and  that  the  mayor  and  bailiffs 
of  the  said  borough  were  one  body  politic  in  deed,  fact  and  name,  by 
the  name  of  the  Mayor  and  Bailiffs  of  the  Town  of  Bala ;  as  in  the 
Precedent,  No.  CLix,  in  Corner's  Crown  Practice,  App.,  p.  119.  In 
the  absence  of  such  an  allegation  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the 
defendant  usurped  any  corporate  office  or  any  existing  office  touching 
the  rule  and  government  of  a  borough.  It  does  not  even  appear  that 
Bala  is  a  borough.  In  Rex  v.  M'Kay,  5  B.  &  G.  640  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol. 
11),  it  was  held  that  the  case  of  a  bailiff,  the  returning  officer  of  an 
*6591  *u"i'^oorporated  borough,  sending  Members  to  Parliament  was 

-'  not  within  the  statute ;  and  Bay  ley,  J.,  delivering  the  judgment 
of  the  Court,  in  which  all  the  authorities  are  reviewed,  said,  p.  646: 
''  When  we  consider  that  the  word  '  boroughs'  in  the  title  of  the  Act 
may  be  satisfied  by  referring  it  to  the  last  section,  which  prohibits 
the  choice  of  a  returning  officer  for  two  successive  years,  and  that  in 
that  preamble,  which  introduces  the  provisions  for  writs  of  mandamus 
and  quo  warranto  informations,  we  find  mention  made  of  the  peace, 
order,  and  government  of  the  place,  with  which  a  bailiff  as  returning 
officer  has  nothing  to  do,  and  of  burgesses  or  freemen,  which  occur 
only  in  corporations,  we  think  it  impossible  to  say  that  it  is  clear  the 
provisions  as  to  writs  of  mandamus  and  quo  warranto  informations 
apply  to  unincorporated  boroughs,  and  on  the  contrary  it  appears  to 
us  that  they  apply  wholly  to  corporate  offices  in  corporate  places^ 

Edward  Beavan,  for  the  relator. — The  judgment  is  warranted  by 
Stat.  9  Ann.  c.  20,  s.  5.  The  information  is  in  the  usual  form  except 
that  it  does  not  style  Bala  a  town  corporate.  The  defendant,  having 
suffered  judgment  by  default,  admits  that  he  exercised  or  pretendea 
to  exercise  the  office  of  mayor  of  Bala,  and  after  that  it  does  not  lie  in 
his  mouth  to  say  that  Bala  is  not  a  corporate  town.  If  the  defendant 
had  pleaded,  and  bad  shown,  that  there  was  a  real  mayor  and  corpora- 
tion of  Bala,  and  had  obtained  judgment,  be  would  be  entitled  to  costs 
against  the  relator  under  sect.  5 :  therefore  the  relator  when  he  succeeds 
ought  to  be  entitled  to  costs  against  the  defendant.  The  cases  cited  in 
*6601  ^*^®  J^^g"^®^^  *»»  ^*^^  V.  M'Kay,  5  B.  &  C.  640  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol. 

^  11),  were  quo  warranto  informations  for  usurping  offices  which 
were  not  corporate  offices,  with  the  exception  of  Rex  v.  Richardson,  9 
East  469,  which  was  an  information  against  a  portreeve  of  a  borough. 
The  judgment  in  Rex  v,  M'Eay  was  that  the  provisions  in  the  slatateas 
to  quo  warranto  informations  apply  only  to  corporate  offices;  and  it 
was  said,  p.  646,  ''  there  can  be  no  corporate  office  but  in  a  corpora- 
tion." But  sect.  5  says  that  where  any  person  or  persons  shall  be 
"adjudged  guilty  of  a  usurpation,  or  intrusion  into,  or  unlawfully 
holding  and  executing  any  of  the  said  offices  or  franchises,"  the  Court 
shall  give  judgment  of  ouster  against  them,  and  also  that  the  relator 
recover  his  Qosia :  that  extends  to  the  case  in  which  there  is  no  cur- 
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poration,  bat  the  defendant  pretended  to  hold  a  corporate  office. 
[Ejeatikg,  J. — The  information  charges  that  the  defendant  "exercised 
the  office  of  mayor  of  the  said  town,  and,  together  with  Owen  Rich- 
ards and  John  Jones,  the  powers  and  privileges  of  a  body  corporate 
by  the  name  and  description  of  the  Mayor  and  Bailiffs  of  the  Borough 
of  Bala ;"  and  that  in  that  name  they  demanded  and  took  tolls  from 
persons  attending  a  fair  there.] 

Vaiighan  WiUiams,  in  reply. — The  information  ought  to  show  that 
Bala  18  a  corporate  place.  [Pollock,  C.  B. — ^The  gist  of  the  decision 
in  Bex  v.  M'Kay,  5  B.  &  C.  640  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  11),  is  that,  under 
Stat.  9  Ann.  c.  20,  s.  5,  the  Court  has  no  power  to  give  costs  unless  the 
quo  warranto  information  is  for  usurping  a  corporate  office.  Bramwell, 
B. — Sect.  4  says,  "  in  case  any  person  or  persons  shall  usurp,  intrude 
into,  or  unlawfully  hold  and  execute  any  of  the  said  offices  or  r^t^aa-i 
^franchises ;"  that  means  any  alleged  office  of  the  same  descrip-  ^ 
lion, — it  refers  to  corporate  offices.  If  a  man  claims  to  exercise  a 
c<^orate  office,  and  fails  either  because  it  is  not  a  corporate  office,  or 
because  there  is  not  a  corporation,  the  case  is  to  my  mind  equally 
within  the  Act.  Williams,  J.— In  Rex  v.  Williams,  1  Burr.  402,  1 
W.  Bl.  98,  which  was  an  information  for  holding  a  Court  of  record, 
the  defendant  did  not  usurp  a  corporate  office ;  here  the  defendant 
pretended  to  be  ail  officer  of  a  town  corporate.  Bramwell,  B. — If 
the  defendant  had  succeeded,  he  would  have  established  his  title  to  be 
an  officer  of  a  town  corporate,  and  would  have  been  entitled  to  his 
costs  against  the  relator.  Pollock,  C.  B. — Suppose  the  defendant 
had  obtained  judgment  on  the  ground  that  he  never  had  pretended  to 
be  mayor  of  Bala?]  He  would  not  have  been  entitled  to  his  costs. 
[He  cited  the  observations  of  Lord  Mansfield  in  Rex  v.  Williams,  1 
Barr.  402,  407.] 

Erls,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  this  judgment  should  be  affirmejd. 

There  is  a  difficulty  in  distinguishing  the  present  case  from  some  of 
those  in  which  it  was  decided  that  stat.  9  Ann.  c.  20,  applies  only  to 
offices  in  corporations.  But  the  charge  against  the  defendant  in  this 
information  is  that  he  usurped  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  town  of  Bala, 
and,  together  with  two  persons  named,  '*  the  powers  and  privileges  of 
a  body  corporate,  by  the  name  and  description  of  the  Mayor  and 
Bailifib  of  the  Borough  of  Bala ;"  and  unless  those  words  had  been  in 
the  information,  I  should  have  agreed  with  Mr.  Williams.  The  de- 
fendant admits  that  he  is  guilty  of  what  he  is  charged  with ;  but  he 
says  that  he  is  not  within  stat.  9  Ann.  *c.  20,  s.  5,  because  it  r#ago 
only  gives  costs  on  informations  against  persons  for  usurping  ^ 
oorporate  offices  in  corporations.  But  I  think  he  cannot  exempt  him- 
self from  costs  on  that  ground  after  he  has  pretended  that  there  was  a 
corporation  and  that  he  was  mayor  of  it  The  defendant  might  have 
set  up  as  a  defence  that  Bala  was  a  corporate  town,  and  that  he  had  a 
right  to  be  mayor;  and,  if  he  had  succeeded,  he  would  have  been 
entitled  to  costs  against  the  relator,  who,  before  filing  the  information, 
must  have  entered  into  a  recognisance  to  prosecute  the  same  with 
effect.  And  upon  this  record  the  relator  has  incurred  costs,  which 
ought  to  be  paid  by  the  defendant. 

The  statute  is  certainly  much  wider  than  the  construction  put  upon 
it  in  Bex  v.  M'Kay.  6  B.  &  C.  6iO  646  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol  11),  because 


Digitized  by 


Google 


t>-r..  .< 


'    » •   fit: 


1 

662P  t-   '  ;    LLOYD  r.  THE  QXJBBN.    Ex.  Ch.  K  V.  1862. 

'  tne  Oourt  there  said  that  the  proyisions  as  to  writs  of  mandamus  and 
quo  warranto  imformations  applied  to  *'corporaie  offices  in  carpomte 
vlaces;'^  and  many  well  considered  decisions  have  held  the  same.  We 
ao  nol^  on  the  present  occasion,  run  counter  to  them. 

Pollock,  C.  B.— I  agree  with  what  Lord  Chief  Justice  Erie  has 
said ;  but  there  is  no  case  which  decides  that  if  a  person  claims  to  be 
mayor,  and  it  turns  out  that  there  was  no  corporation,  the  defendant 
shall  not  pay  costs.  I  have  a  strong  inlpression  that  the  meaning  of 
Stat.  9  Ann.  a  20,  is  that,  if  a  person  intrudes  himself  into  an  office, 
and  claims  it  as  really  existing,  he  is  within  the  statute,  whether  there 
is  a  corporation  or  not ;  so  that  the  Court  has  power  to  give  costs 
wherever  the  real  dispute  is  whether  the  defendant  was  entitled  to 
*6631  ^^^^  ^  corporate  office,  his  ^contention  or  pretence  being  that 
^  there  was  a  corporation.  It  would  be  a  great  hardship  if^  when 
persons  under  colour  of  being  officers  of  a  corporation,  levy  tolls  and 
exercise  tyrannv  over  the  inhabitants  of  a  place,  their  title  could  not 
be  questioned  by  a  relator  under  this  statute ;  and  the  inhabitants 
were  obliged  to  wait  until  the  Attorney-General,  ex-officio,  filed  an 
information  against  the  persons  claiming  to  be  a  corporation. 

Williams,  J.-^I  also  am  of  opinion  that  this  juagment  should  be 
affirmed.  I  will  add  one  observation.  Suppose  the  defendant  had 
pleaded  double,  under  stat.  82  G.  8,  c.  68,  first,  that  he  was  not  mayor, 
and  secondly,  that  Bala  was  not  a  corporation,  the  Court  would  have 
to  try  whether  Bala  was  a  corporation  or  not,  in  order  to  see  whether 
the  party  who  succeeded  was  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  statute  of 
Anne.  If,  on  this  information,  the  defendant  is  within  the  statute  for 
one  purpose,  why  should  be  not  be  so  for  the  other  ? 

Bramwsll,  B. — The  illustration  put  by  my  brother  Williams 
shows  that  on  this  information  the  defendant  is  within  stat.  9  Ann.  c. 
20.  Whether  a  case  is  within  the  statute  or  not,  cannot  depend  on 
the  result  of  one  of  the  issuea 

Keating,  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  present  case  is  within  stat 
9  Ann.  c.  20,  for  the  reasons  pointed  out  by  Lord  Chief  Justice  Erie. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


*664]    ♦The  QUEEN  v.  The  Justices  of  SUSSEX.    May  1^ 

Practice  <U  (inwrier  Sessiom. — Order  of  removal. — Time  for  appealing. 

An  ord«r  for  Um  remoTsl  of  »  proper  and  hU  family  from  the  parish  of  F.  to  the  pariah  of  C 
<wa8  made  on  the  18th  August,  1860,  and  notice  of  chargeability,  accompanied  by  a  eopy  of  tb« 

•  order  and  a  statement  of  the  grounds  thereof,  including  the  particulars  of  the  settlement  lelied 

•  on,  were  sent  on  the  80th  August,  and  a  copy  of  the  depositions  upon  which  the  order  was 
.made  were  delivered  on  the  10th  September.  On  the  1st  of  October  notioo  of  appeal  Ur  the  nest 
•Quarter  Sessions  for  the  county  of  S.  was  giren.    Those  Sessions  were  held  for  the  Basted 

•  division  of  that  county  on  the  15th  October  at  A.,  and  for  the  Western  division,  within  which 
'the  respondent  parish  was  situated,  on  the  18th  October  at  B.  The  appellants  did  not,  at  any 
itime  en  or  before  the  day  and  year  last  aforesaid,  send  or  deliver  to  the  respondents  any  state- 
.ment  in  writing  or  otherwise  of  the  grounds  of  the  appeal.  By  the  custom  and  praotiee  of  Aose 
/Sessions,  eight  days'  notice  of  appeal  was  required.  The  appellants  applied  to  the  Sessions  at 
.B.  to  receive  and  enter  the  appeal,  and  to  respite  it  to  the  next  Quarter  Sessions  as  matter  of 

I  right,  and  without  showing  any  reason  for  the  delay :  held,  that  they  had  a  right  to  do  so,  ss 
tthey  had  net  been  guilty  of  any  laches  in  giving  their  notice  of  appeal:  per  Orompton  and 
Jf ellor,  J/.,  dissentiente  Blackburn,  J. 
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Mandamus.    The  writ :  after  reciting  that,  at  the  Quartel^liJi Ai§  ^        jf 
bolden  for  the  county  of  Sussex,  on  the  15th  October,  Io<l(^_^  ^ 

churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  ColemorS^ 
in  the  county  of  Southampton,  applied  to  the  Court  to  receive,  enter 
tnd  respite  an  appeal  by  tnem  against  an  order  of  two  justices  for  the 
removal  of  John  Sandtiam  and  bis  children  from  the  parish  of  Funt- 
iogton,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  to  the  parish  of  Colemore,  and  that 
the  justices  at  those  Sessions  refused  to  permit  the  appeal  to  be  entered 
tod  respited :  commanded  them  to  do  so,  and  to  hear  and  determine 
the  merits  of  that  appeal 

Return.  That  the  order  of  removal  was  made  on  the  18th  August, 
1860 :  that  notice  in  writing  of  chargeabilitv,  accompanied  by  a  copy 
of  the  order  of  removal  and  a  statement  of  the  grounds  of  removal, 
indading  the  particulars  of  the  settlement  relied  on  in  support  thereof 
were,  on  the  80th  of  August,  sent  bv  the  *ohurch wardens  and  r#gg5 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Funtington,  who  obtained  ^ 
the  order,  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish 
of  Colemore,  to  whom  it  was  directed ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  deposi- 
tions upon  which  the  order  was  made,  having  been  duly  applied  for, 
was,  on  the  19th  September,  delivered  to  them :  that  on  the  1st  Octo- 
her  the  appellants  gave  notice  to  the  respondents  that  they  intended, 
it  the  next  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
SosseXf  to  commence  and  enter  an  appeal  against  the  order:  that  the 
Oeoeral  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  Eastern  Division  of  the 
ooont^  were  holden  at  Lewes  on  the  15th  October,  and  for  the  Western 
Division  were  holden  at  Chichester,  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month : 
that  the  parish  of  Funtington  is  situate  in  the  Western  Division  of 
the  county  :  that  the  appellants  did  not,  at  any  time  on  or  before  the 
day  and  year  last  aforesaid,  send  or  deliver  to  the  respondents  any 
atiUement  in  writing  or  otherwise  of  the  grounds  of  the  appeal :  that, 
by  the  custom  and  practice  of  those  Sessions,  eight  days'  notice  of  ap- 
peal against  an  order  of  removal  and  no  more  is  required :  that  the 
appellants,  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  holden  at  Chichester  on  the  18th 
Oi^ber,  applied  to  have  received  and  to  enter  the  appeal,  with  a  view 
to  its  being  respited ;  and  thereupon  then  and  there  applied  to  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  to  adjourn  and  respite  the  hearing  of  the 
tppeal  to  the  next  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  as  a  matter 
of  right,  and  without  showing  any  cause  or  assigning  any  reason  for 
such  delay :  that  the  Court  decided  that  the  appeal  should  not  be  re- 
spited, but  did  not  further  or  otherwise  refuse  or  decline  to  receive 
or  enter  the  appeal :  that  the  pauper  and  his  *children  were  r^aaa 
tfterwards  removed  under  and  by  virtue  of  that  order,  &c.,  and  ■• 
he  afterwards  died :  therefore  the  justices,  &c.,  declined  to  receive  and 
eater  the  appeal,  and  to  hear  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  appeaL 

Demurrer,  and  joinder  therein. 

The  demurrer  was  argued  during  the  Term,  on  the  26th  April ; 
before  Crompton,  Blackburn  and  Mellor,  JJ. 

ManUty  {T.  W.  Saunders  with  him),  in  support  of  the  demurrer. 

Huddlesion  {Foot  with  him),  contri. 

The  case  is  exhausted  by  the  judgments ;  it  will  be  sufficient  to  add 
that  the  following  statutes  and  authorities  were  referred  to  during  the 
argument :  18  &  14  Car.  2,  c.  12,  8  &  9  W.  8,  c.  80,  9  G.  1,  c.  7,  4  & 
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5  W.  4,  0.  76,  11  &  12  Vict.  o.  81 ;  Rex  v.  The  Justices  of  SaflFolk,  4 
A.  &  E.  819  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  81),  Reg.  v.  The  Justices  of  the  West 
Riding,  E.  B.  &  E.  713  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96),  Rex  v.  The  Justices  of 
Surrey,  1  Mau.  k  S.  479,  Reg.  v.  The  Justices  of  Peterborough,  7  E. 

6  B.  648  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  90),  Reg.  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Sevenoaks, 

7  Q.  B.  186  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  53).  Reg.  v.  Inhabitants  of  Skircoat,  28 
L.  J.  M.  C.  224,  Reg.  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Draughton,  2  P.  &  Dav. 
224,  8  L.  J.  M.  C.  92,  Reg.  v.  The  Recorder  of  Derby,  20  L.  J.  M.  C. 
44,  Arohb.  Poor  Law,  p.  761,  10th  ed.  Our.  adv.  vuU. 

And  now  the  Judges,  not  being  able  to  agree,  proceeded  to  give 
judgment  separately. 

♦6671  *Mbllor,  J.  (after  stating  the  substance  of  the  writ  and  re- 
J  turn.) — ^It  was  urged  before  us  that  the  Sessions  were  justified 
in  their  decision  by  the  fact,  that  the  appellant  parish  had  been  guilty 
of  laches  in  not  giving  notice  of  the  grounds  of  appeal  in  due  time 
before  the  Sessions,  either  "with  the  notice  of  appeal,"  or  fourteen 
days  at  the  least  before  the  first  day  of  the  Sessions  at  Lewes,  or  be- 
fore the  18th  October,  on  which  day  the  Sessions  were  held  at  Chi- 
chester for  the  Western  division  of  the  county.  The  latter  point  was 
not  much  pressed,  and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the  prudent  course,  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind,  to  abide  by  a  former  decision  of  this  Court  in  the 
case  of  Reg.  v.  The  Justices  of  Suffolk,  16  L.  J.  M.  C.  86,  4  D.  &  L. 
628.  The  Sessions  at  Chichester  must  have  been  holden  by  adjourn- 
ment from  Lewes,  and  in  contemplation  of  law  were  a  continuation  of 
those  Sessions,  and  consequently  the  16th,  and  not  the  18th  day  of 
October  was,  for  the  purpose  of  computing  the  fourteen  days  for  giving 
notice  of  the  grounds  of  appeal,  "  the  first  day  of  the  Sessions." 

The  question  of  laches,  as  it  was  put  in  the  argument,  is  not  dis- 
posed of  by  the  determination  of  this  point ;  and  it  becomes  necessary, 
therefore,  to  consider  the  grounds  upon  which  it  was  contended  that 
there  was  such  laches  on  the  part  of  the  appellants  in  this  case  as  dis- 
entitled them  to  respite  their  appeal.  It  was  insisted  that  the  appel- 
lants were  bound  to  have  given  notice  of  the  grounds  of  their  appeal 
fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  first  day  of  the  Sessions,  and  that  if, 
by  reason  of  their  availing  themselves  of  the  twenty-one  days  allowed 
by  sect.  79  of  the  4  &  5  W.  4,  c.  76,  extended  by  the  additional  days 
given  by  sect.  9  of  the  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  81,  they  were  too  late  to  give 
♦6681  ®^^^  fourteen  days'  notice  of  the  *grounds  of  their  appeal,  it  was 
^  owing  to  their  own  neglect,  and  that  it  followed  as  of  course 
that  they  were  not  entitled  to  be  heard  in  support  of  their  appeal,  and 
that  the  Sessions  were  not  bound  to  respite  the  same.  Upon  consi- 
deration of  the  statutes  and  decisions,  I  have  come  to  the  contrary 
conclusion. 

By  the  4  &  5  W,  4,  c.  76,  s.  79,  it  was  provided  that  no  poor  per- 
son should  be  removed  or  removable  until  twenty-one  days  after  a 
notice  in  writing  of  his  being  chargeable,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of 
the  order  of  removal  and  by  a  copy  of  the  examination  upon  which 
such  order  was  made,  should  have  been  sent  by  the  officers  of  the  re- 
moving parish  to  the  officers  of  the  parish  to  which  such  order  was 
directed,  with  a  proviso  for  the  case  of  earlier  submission  to  the  order 
in  manner  therein  mentioned.  It  has  been  in  several  cases  declared 
that  the  object  of  the  Legislature,  in  giving  this  delay  of  twenty-one 
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days  in  the  execution  of  the  order,  was  to  afford  opportunity  for  the 
parish  upon  which  such  order  was  made  to  inquire  and  consider  whe- 
ther they  had  any  sufficient  ground  of  objection  thereto :  Beg.  v.  The 
Justices  of  Lancashire,  4  Q  B.  910,  918  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  45).  And 
in  Reg.  v.  The  Justices  of  the  West  Riding,  E.  B.  &  E.  718  (E.  C.  L. 
B.  vol.  96X  although  under  the  particular  circumstances  of  that  case 
the  Court  discharged  the  rule  for  a  mandamus,  Lord  Campbell,  in 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  said,  p.  718,  '*  As  a  rule,  we 
think  that  the  parties  appealing  are  entitled  to  take  the  twenty-one 
days  and  the  fourteen  days  mentioned  in  stat.  11  &  12  Yict.  c.  81,  s.  9, 
and  that,  if,  at  the  expiration  of  the  last  of  those  days,  there  is  time 
to  give  effective  notice  of  trial  of  the  appeal  at  the  then  next  Sessions, 
such  notice  ought  to  be  given ;  but  that,  if  there  is  not  time  to  give 
such  notice  of  trial,  the  appeal  ought  to  be  entered  and  *respited  p^ag 
at  the  then  next  Sessions  following  the  expiration  of  the  four-  ^ 
teen  d^s :  such  an  entry  and  respite  will  be  the  only  step  the  appel- 
lant can  then  take  to  show  his  intention  to  prosecute  his  appeal,  as  he 
will  do  so  at  the  peril  of  being  obliged  to  pay  costs  in  case  he  omits 
farther  to  prosecute  it :  and  this  is  in  accoraance  with  the  modern 
practice."  The  statute,  referred  to  by  Lord  Caftipbell,  of  11  k  12 
Vict.  c.  Sl>  by  sects.  1  and  2  substitutes  a  notice  of  grounds  of  re- 
moval for  a  copy  of  the  examination  required  to  be  sent  with  the  copy 
of  the  order  by  the  Act  of  4  &  5  W.  4,  c.  76 ;  but,  by  sect.  8,  entitles 
the  officers  of  the  parish  to  which  an  order  of  removal  is  directed,  to 
apply,  within  the  twenty-one  days,  for  a  copy  of  the  depositions ;  and 
by  sect.  9  extends  the  period  within  which  notice  of  appeal  must  be 
pven  to  fourteen  days  after  the  sending  of  such  copy  oi  the  deposi- 
tions to  the  officers  of  the  parish  so  applying  for  the  same.  By  the 
4  4  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  81,  it  is  enacted  that,  in  every  case  where  notice 
of  appeal  against  an  order  of  removal  shall  be  given,  the  officers  of 
the  parish  appealing  against  such  order  shall,  *'  with  such  notice,  or 
fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  first  day  of  the  Sessions  at  which  such 
appeal  is  intended  to  be  tried,"  send  or  deliver  to  the  officers  of  the 
respondent  parish  a  statement  in  writing  under  their  hands  of  the 
grounds  of  such  appeal,  "  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  overseers  of  such 
appellant  parish  to  he  heard  in  support  of  such  appeal  unless  such  notice 
and  statement  shall  have  been  so  given  as  aforesaid.'*  The  statute  11 
4  12  Vict.  c.  31,  s.  4,  gives  a  legislative  declaration,  if  any  were  want- 
ing, of  the  object  of  interchanging  the  grounds  of  removal  and  the 
grounds  of  appeal,  by  reciting  as  follows :  *'  And  whereas  a  r«ai7A 
^statement  of  the  grounds  of  removal  or  of  appeal  is  required  ^ 
to  be  communicated  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  party  receiving  it 
to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  such  statement,  and,  if  need  be,  to  pre- 
pare for  trial :"  and,  by  sect.  11,  the  Act  of  4  &  5  W,  4,  c.  76,  and 
that  Act  are  to  be  construed  as  one  Act. 

These  provisions  enable  us  to  understand  the  true  meaning  of  the 
expression,  "time  to  give  effective  notice  of  trial,"  used  by  Lord 
Campbell  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  this  Court  in  the  case  of  Beg. 
V,  The  Justices  of  the  West  Riding,  E.  B.  &  E.  718  (E.  C  L.  R.  vol. 

n\ 

Time  to  give  an  effective  notice  of  trial  of  appeal  must,  I  think,  be 
calculated  by  allowing  twenty-one  days,  with  any  addition  arising 
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from  a  copy  of  the  depositions  having  been  applied  for  under  11  k  12 
Yict.  c.  81,  s.  8.  If,  at  the  expiration  of  that  period,  there  be  time  to 
give  the  notice  required  by  the  practice  of  the  Sessions  and  also  to 
give  the  fourteen  days'  notice  at  least  of  the  grounds  of  appeal,  before 
the  first  day  of  the  next  Sessions,  then  the  entry  and  trial  of  the 
appeal  roust  take  place  at  those  Sessions,  unless  adjourned  under  the 
general  authority  of  the  Court ;  but^  if  there  be  not  time  to  give  the 
fourteen  day  notice  of  the  grounds  of  appeal  before  the  first  day  of 
such  Sessions,  then  no  notice  of  trial  can  be  effective,  and  the  appel- 
lant parish  is  entitled,  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  enter  and  respite  the 
appeal,  and  no  question  of  laches  can  arise. 

Soon  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  4  &  6  W.  4,  a  76,  it  was  decided 
that  it  did  not  alter  or  affect  the  time  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  prac- 
tice of  the  different  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  giving  notice  of 
appeal :  Bex  v.  The  Justices  of  Suffolk,  4  A.  &  £.  819  (E.  C.  L.  B. 
vol.  81),  and  Bcr.  i;.  The  Inhabitants  of  Draughton,  2  P.  &  D.  224,  8 
*67n  ^'       ^^*  ^^"^^  ®^  required  ♦varies,  as  we  know, 

-'  very  considerably ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  frus- 
trate to  a  great  extent  the  object  of  the  statute,  in  requiring  the  state- 
ment of  the  grounds  of  appeal  to  be  sent  or  delivered  to  the  officers 
of  the  respondent  parish,  if  we  were  to  hold  that  the  words,  *'  with 
such  notice,  or  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  first  day  of  the  Ses- 
sions at  which  such  appeal  is  intended  to  be  tried,"  meant  to  give  the 
varying  time  requirea  for  the  notice  of  appeal  by  the  practice  of  the 
different  Sessions,  as  the  equivalent  alternative  of  "  fourteen  days  at 
least"  for  giving  notice  of  the  grounds  of  appeal. 

I  think  that  the  true  meaning  of  the  section  is  that,  if  the  time 
required  by  the  practice  of  the  particular  Sessions  for  the  notice  of 
appeal  be  fourteen  days  at  the  least,  or  a  longer  period,  then  the 
statement  of  the  grounds  of  appeal  may  be  sent  with  such  notice,  so 
as  ^'  fourteen  days  at  least"  are  secured  to  the  officers  of  the  respondent 
parish  '*  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  such  statement,  and  if  need  be, 
prepare  for  trial." 

I  cannot  think  that  it  could  have  been  intended  that  the  grounds 
of  appctfil  should  precede  the  notice  of  appeal,  and  that  the  appellants, 
in  availing  themselves  of  the  time  allowed  by  law  for  considering 
whether  they  would  appeal  or  not,  before  sending  the  statement  of 
the  grounds  of  appeal,  could  be  guilty  of  laches ;  and  it  appears  to 
me  that,  by  adhenng  to  this  interpretation  of  the  statutes,  the  mis- 
chief will  be  avoided  which  might  arise,  from  the  Sessions  having  to 
decide  whether  there  had  been  laches  or  not. 

The  cases  of  Beg.  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Sevenoaks,  7  Q.  B.  136 
(E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  58),  and  Beg.  t;.  The  Justices  of  Peterborough,  7  £. 
k  B.  643  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  90),  relied  upon  by  Mr.  Huddleston,  are  not 
^B721  ^^  ^^^  inconsistent  with  this  *view  of  the  law,  as  they  merely 
-J  decide  that  the  appeal  ought  to  be  entered  at  the  next  Sessions, 
although  it  may  be  impracticable  then  to  try  it. 

In  the  present  case,  the  appellants,  not  having  given  notice  of  their 
grounds  of  appeal  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  first  day  of  the 
Sessions,  could  not  have  been  heard  in  support  of  their  appeal ;  bat, 
as  I  think  that  thev  were  guilty  of  no  laches  in  availing  themselves 
of  the  time  allowea  by  law  for  consideration  before  taking  that  step, 
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they  were  entitled  to  enter  and  respite  as  a  matter  of  right ;  and  that 
the  return  therefore  is  insufficient,  and  our  judgment  ought  to  be  for 
the  Grown. 

Blackburn,  J. — It  seems  to  me  that  our  judgment  in  this  ease 
ought  to  be  for  the  defendants.  The  difierence  of  opinion  in  the 
Court  is,  I  believe,  only  on  one  point,  and  that  a  narrow  one,  yet  on 
it  the  decision  of  the  present  case  depends,  and  it  is  one  which  may 
be  of  practical  importance  in  other  cases. 

The  appeal  against  an  order  of  removal  was  originally  given  by 
Stat.  13  &  14  Car.  2,  c.  12,  s.  2,  to  the  parties  aggrieved,  and  was  to 
the  justices  "  at  their  next  Quarter  Sessions."  On  the  construction 
which  has  been  put  on  this  statute,  the  next  Sessions  means  the  first 
Quarter  Sessions,  at  the  time  of  the  grievance,  at  which,  if  the  party 
grieved  used  reasonable  diligence,  it  was  practicable  to  try  the  appeaL 
This  statute  is  silent  as  to  any  notice  of  appeal,  but  the  ordinary 
principles  of  justice  and  the  common  law  required  that  before  the 
appeal  was  determined  notice  should  be  given  to  the  respondents  to 
enable  them  to  be  heard.  Stat  9  0. 1,  c.  7,  s.  8,  reciting  that  disputes 
and  controversies  had  arisen  on  this,  enacts,  that  in  fbture  no  appeal 
against  an  order  of  removal  should  be  proceeded  upon  in  any  Court 
of  *Quarter  Sessions  *'  unless  reasonable  notice  be  given"  by  r^ajo 
the  appellants  to  the  respondents,  "the  reasonableness  of  ^ 
which  notice  shall  be  determined  by  the  justices  of  the  peace  at  the 
Quarter  Sessions,  to  which  the  appeal  is  made ;  and  if  it  shall  appear 
to  them  that  reasonable  time  of  notice  was  not  given,  then  they  shall 
adjourn  the  said  appeal  to  the  next  Quarter  Sessions,  and  then  and 
there  finally  hear  and  determine  the  same."  It  was  settled,  on  the 
construction  of  this  statute,  that  the  justices  at  the  Sessions  to  which 
the  appeal  was  brought  had  no  discretion ;  that  they  must  adjourn  it, 
unless  reasonable  notice  of  appeal  had  been  given,  though  it  were 
shown  to  their  satisfaction  that  there  had  been  ample  time  to  have 
given  reasonable  notice;  and  further,  inasmuch  as  if  no  notice  of 
appeal  at  all  was  given  there  was  no  reasonable  notice,  that  the  jus- 
tices must,  if  there  was  no  notice,  adjourn  the  appeal :  Bex  v.  The 
Justices  of  Gloucestershire,  1  Doug.  191,  Rex  t;.  The  Justices  of  Staf- 
fordshire, 7  East  549,  Beg.  v.  The  Justices  of  London,  9  Q.  B.  41  (E. 
C.  L.  R.  vol.  68).  As,  till  recently,  there  was  nothing  to  compel  the 
appellants  to  give  notice  of  appeal  within  any  limited  time,  the  effect 
of  this  construotiotf  of  the  Act  was  that,  though  the  appellants  were 
bound  to  bring  the  appeal  to  the  first  practicable  Sessions,  they  had 
an  option  either  to  give  reasonable  notice  of  the  appeal  and  try  it  at 
those  first  Sessions,  or  to  omit  giving  reasonable  notice,  and  so  as  of 
right  to  postpone  the  trial  to  the  next  Quarter  Sessions.  (See  8 
Chitty's  Statutes  654,  note  (d),  2d  ed.) 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  law  before  stat.  4  &  5  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  81. 
By  that  section,  *'  in  every  case  where  notice  of  appeal,  &c.,  shall  be 
given,"  the  appellants  "  shall,  with  ♦such  notice,  or  fourteen  r^QjA 
days  at  least  before  the  first  day  of  the  Sessions  at  which  such  *- 
appeal  is  intended  to  be  tried,  send  or  deliver"  to  the  respondents  "a 
statement  in  writing  under  their  hands  of  the  grounds  of  such  appeal ; 
and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  overseers  of  such  appellant  parish  to 
be  heard  in  support  of  such  appeal  unless  such  notice  and  statement 
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shall  have  been  so  given  as  aforesaid."  It  is  on  the  true  oonstnictioa 
of  this  enactment  that  I  differ  from  my  brothers  in  the  present  case. 

It  seeras  to  me  that  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  was  to  make  no 
difference  in  the  existing  law  as  to  notices  of  appeal,  or  the  time  at 
which  the  appeal  should  be  entered  or  heard,  but  they  did  intend  to 
attach  a  condition  to  the  appellants  being  heard  in  support  of  the 
appeal ;  and  that  condition  was,  that  grounds  of  appeal  should  have 
been  given,  either  with  the  notice  of  appeal,  or  at  least  fourteen  days 
before  the  trial.  The  appellants,  up  to  the  time  of  that  Act,  might 
give  a  reasonable  notice  of  appeal,  and  try  at  the  next  Sessions ;  and 
it  was  well  known  that  a  week's  notice  was  usually  held  reasonable 
within  the  statute.  (See  note  (a)  to  3  Chitty's  Statutes,  p.  685,  2d  ed.) 
The  Legislature  di4  not,  it  seems  to  me,  intend,  and  certainly  did  not 
use  words  to  express  an  intention,  to  take  away  this  power  from  the 
appellants,  or  to  enact  that  a  reasonable  notice  should  be  fourteen  days 
at  least  What  they  apparently  intended,  and  what  the  words  used 
in  their  ordinary  sense  mean,  is,  that  if  the  appellants  with  such  notice 
delivered  grounds  of  appeal,  they  might  be  heard.  But  it  was  also 
known  that  a  notice  of  appeal  might  be  given  more  than  fourteen 
days  before  the  first  Sessions,  or  might  be  given  too  late  to  try  at  the 
^B751  ^^^^  Sessions,  so  that  the  appeal  *would  be  eiftered  and  respited 
^  and  come  on  for  trial  three  months  and  more  after  the  notice 
of  appeal ;  and  it  was  probably  expected  that  this  would  in  future  fre- 
quently be  the  case,  as  a  notice  of  appeal  was  by  this  Act  made  a 
suspension  of  the  power  of  removal  if  given  within  twenty-one  days. 
When  for  these  or  any  other  reasons  the  notice  of  appeal  was  given 
long  before  the  trial,  it  seems  to  have  been  thought  unnecessary  that 
the  grounds  of  appeal  should  be  delivered  with  the  notice,  and  it  was 
provided,  as  an  alternative  condition,  that  the  appellants  might  be 
heard  if  the  grounds  were  given  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  first 
da^  of  the  Sessions  at  which  the  appeal  was  intended  to  be  tried,  not, 
it  IS  to  be  observed,  to  which  the  appeal  was  brought. 

1  shall  afterwards  return  to  this  part  of  this  subject,  as  it  is  upon  it 
that  the  diflerence  in  opinion  arises ;  but  for  the  present,  assuming 
that  the  construction  is  that  just  stated,  I  proceed  to  point  out  how 
this  becomes  material  in  the  present  case.  Stat.  11  &  12  Yict.  c  31, 
s.  9,  for  the  first  time  imposed  a  limit  on  the  time  within  which  notice 
of  appeal  must  be  given.  By  that  enactment  no  appeal  shall  be 
allowed  if  notice  of  appeal  be  not  given  within  the  space  of  twenty- 
one  days  after  the  notice  of  chargeability  and  grounds  of  removal 
shall  have  been  sent,  unless  within  that  time  a  copy  of  the  depositions 
shall  have  been  applied  for,  in  which  case  a  further  [>eriod  of  fourteen 
days  after  sending  of  such  copy  shall  be  allowed  for  the  giving  of  such 
notice  of  appeal.  Sometimes  this  enactment  is  spoken  of  as  if  it  gave 
to  the  appellants  some  additional  time  within  which  to  bring  their 
appeal,  but,  in  truth,  it  limits  and  restricts  the  time — it  does  not  en- 
large it.  The  appellants  are  still  bound,  as  before,  to  bring  their 
appeal  to  the  first  practicable  Sessions  after  the  grievance;  Beg.  v. 
*fl7ftl  "^^^  ^Inhabitants  of  Sevenoaks,  7  Q.  B.  136  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol 
^'^^  53);  Beg.  v.  The  Justices  of  Peterborough,  7  E.  &  B.  643  (E. 
C.  L.  R.  vol.  90);  Reg.  v.  The  Justices  of  the  We.-^t  Riding,  E.  B.  &  E. 
713  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96);  but  formerly  the  appellants  might  always 
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hare  delayed  giving  notice  of  appeal  till  it  was  too  late  to  try  at  that 
SeasioDS.  The  enactment  puts  a  restriction  on  this  power  to  delay 
giving  notice  of  appeal.  I  think  that  the  effect  of  stat.  11  &  12  Yict 
c  31,  8.  9,  is  that,  unless  the  notice  of  appeal  be  given  within  the  pre- 
scribed period,  the  appeal  shall  not  be  allowed ;  but  that  if  the  notice 
be  given  within  the  prescribed  period  the  law  remains  unaltered. 
The  notice  may  have  been  given  earlier  than  it  would  have  been  if 
tbe  old  option  to  delay  had  remained,  but  I  think  that  the  appeal 
mast  be  tried  or  respited  just  as  if  the  notice  had  (before  the  Act) 
been  voluntarily  given  at  the  same  date.  If  it  be  a  reasonable  notice 
for  the  next  Se^ions,  the  appeal  must  be  tried  at  those  Sessions  as 
heretofore.  If  the  notice  is  too  late  for  those  Sessions,  the  appeal 
most  as  heretofore  be  entered  and  respited  at  those  Sessions,  and  tried 
at  tbe  next  Sessions.  Assuming  for  the  present  that  this  is  the  correct 
view  of  the  statutes,  let  us  see  how  it  applies  to  the  present  case. 

The  supposal  of  the  writ  in  this  case  is  that,  at  the  Quarter  Sessions 
holden  for  the  county  of  Sussex  on  the  15th  October  last,  the  offices 
of  the  poor  of  Colemore  applied  to  the  Quarter  Sessions  to  receive, 
enter  and  respite  an  appeal  against  an  order  of  removal  from  Funting- 
ton  to  Colemore,  and  the  Sessions  refused  to  permit  the  appeal  to  be 
entered  and  respited.  Now,  as  the  Sessions  are  not  bound  to  enter 
and  respite  every  appeal  when  requested  so  to  do,  this  writ  is,  I  think, 
defective,  *for  I  take  it  that  the  writ  ought  to  show  on  the  face  rM77 
of  it  such  a  state  of  facts  as  makes  it  at  least  primfi  facie  the  ^ 
legal  duty  of  the  justices  to  perform  what  they  were  required  to  do. 
This  objection  was  not  taken  on  the  argument.  If  it  had  been,  we 
should  no  doubt  have  permitted  the  prosecutors  to  amend,  by  insert- 
ing in  the  writ  supposals  of  those  facts  which  appear  on  the  return, 
and  are  admitted  by  the  demurrer  to  be  true,  if  by  so  doing  the  writ 
would  be  made  good.  I  shall  consider  the  case  as  if  such  amendment 
had  been  made,  and  what  appears  on  the  return  were  inserted  in  the 
writ;  only  recommending  tne  prosecutors,  if  this  case  is  taken  into 
error,  to  consider  whether  it  may  not  be  necessary  for  them  to  apply 
fur  some  amendment  in  the  writ  to  enable  them  in  the  Court  of  error 
u>  raise  the  question.  What  appears  on  the  return  is,  that  notice  of 
appeal  was  in  fact  given  on  the  1st  of  October,  and  that,  from  the 
date  at  which  the  copy  of  the  depositions  was  sent,  it  might  have 
been  delayed  till  the  8d  October,  and  yet  not  have  been  too  late 
under  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  81,  a.  9,  and  that  the  first  day  of  the  Sessions 
was  5th  October.  So  that  in  fact,  notice  of  appeal  was  given  thirteen 
clear  days  before  the  first  day  of  the  Sessions,  viz.,  15th  October,  and 
might  have  been  delayed  till  only  eleven  clear  days  before  that  day. 
It  farther  appears  that  by  the  custom  and  practice  of  that  Sessions, 
eight  days'  notice  of  appeal,  and  no  more,  is  required.  It  further 
appears  that,  in  this  case,  no  grounds  of  appeal  had  been  delivered  or 
sent,  either  with  the  notice  of  appeal  or  at  any  other  time.  On  this 
the  appellants  claimed,  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  have  the  appeal  entered 
and  respited.  The  Sessions  refused  to  respite  the  appeal,  but  did  not 
further  refuse  to  enter  it.  The  question  intended  to  be  ^raised  r«g7o 
is  whether  this  is  a  state  of  facts  on  which,  by  law,  the  Sessions  ^ 
wore  bound  to  enter  and  respite  the  appeal.    If  they  had  a  discration 
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atjall,  judgment  cannot  be  for  the  Crown  even  if  they  exercised  that 
dfscretion  ilL 

Now,  from  what  I  have  already  said,  I  think  I  have  shown  that  if 
the  notice  was  a  reasonable  notice  for  that  Sessions,  the  justices  were 
not  bound  to  respite.  And,  before  stat.  4  &  5  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  81,  this 
certainly  would  have  been  a  reasonable  notice  for  these  Sessions, 
whether  it  was  given  thirteen  clear  days,  or  had  been  delayed  till 
only  eleven  clear  days  before  these  Sessions.  But  it  is  equally  certain 
that,  if  grounds  of  appeal  had  been  sent  with  the  notice  of  appeal, 
they  would  not  have  been  delivered  **  fourteen  days  at  least"  before 
those  Sessions ;  and,  if  the  efiect  of  this  was  to  make  the  trial  at  those 
Sessions  impossible,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  follow  that  the 
notice  was  not  reasonable,  and  the  appeal  therefore  should  have  been 
adjourned;  but  if,  by  delivering  grounds  of  appeal  with  the  notice, 
the  appellants  could  have  tried,  I  do  not  think  they  can  better  their 
position  by  neglecting  to  do  so.  The  words  of  the  statute  are,  if  the 
appellants  shall  "  with  such  notice"  (of  appeal)  ''  OB  fourteen  days  at 
least  before  the  first  day  of  the  Sessions  at  which  such  appeal  is  in- 
tended to  be  tried :"  which,  as  I  have  already  pointed  out,  seems  to 
me  in  plain  language  to  give  an  alternative.  I  can  see  no  sufficient 
reason  why,  in  construing  this  enactment,  we  should  expunge  the 
first  part  of  the  alternative,  and  read  it  as  if  it  had  been  enacted 
simplv  that  the  guardians  should,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the 
first  aay  of  the  Sessions,  deliver  the  notices  of  appeal.  If  this  had 
*6791  ^^^  ^^^  enactment  of  the  Legislature,  the  efiect  would  have 
•1  *been  that  whereas  an  appellant  might,  before  that  Act,  have 
gone  to  trial  at  the  first  Sessions  if  he  gave  a  reasonable  notice  (that 
is,  in  general  an  eight  day  notice),  he  could  not  after  the  statute  do  so 
unless  he  had  given  grounds  of  appeal  at  least  fourteen  days  before 
the  Sessions.  This  would  practically  be  to  say  that  a  reasonable 
notice  should  in  future  be  a  notice  of  fourteen  clear  days;  for  the 
cases  in  which  grounds  of  appeal  are  delivered  before  the  notice  mast 
always  be  so  exceptional  that  they  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  been 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  Legislature:  In  ea  qu®  frequentius 
accidunt  praBveniant  jura. 

If  there  were  any  obvious  injustice  or  absurdity  produced  by  giving 
efiect  to  the  language  of  the  Legislature  in  its  ordinary  sense  we 
might,  perhaps  (though  it  would  be  a  strong  measure),  construe  the 
statute  as  if  the  words  **  with  such  notice  or"  had  been  introduced  by 
mistake,  and  were  to  have  no  effect  whatever ;  but,  considering  that 
the  delays  in  trying  appeals  were  already  a  crying  grievance,  we 
should  not  strain  the  language  of  the  Legislature  when  the  eflfect  of  so 
doing  would  be  to  interpose  a  further  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a  speedy 
trial,  which  I  am  convinced  was  not  the  object  of  the  Legislature. 

For  these  reasons  it  seems  to  me  that  the  true  construction  of  the 
statute  is  that  which  I  have  already  expressed.  But  this  is  by  no 
means  decisive  as  to  the  judgment  I  should  give,  for  I  agree  that^ 
where  there  is  a  decision  on  a  point,  a  Judge  (not  sitting  in  a  Court 
of  error),  ought  to  act  upon  that  decision,  even  if  he  thinks  it  a  mis- 
■taken  one.  But  if  there  is  not  a  decision  on  the  point,  but  merely  an 
•expression  of  opinion,  not  being  part  of  the  ratio  decidendi, — or  as  it 
ds  geoerally  called,  a  dictum, — 1  think  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Judge  when 
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ke  is  forming  his  ^opinion  to  give  this  diotom<it8jJu8lt  weight,  r*ioA 
bat  to  deliver  his  jadgment  according  to  the  omaio6^ft«ih  A<f  ^-j 
himself  forms,  though  it  is  different  from  that  explf^ofsged  in  thed^ftim. 
I  think  also  that  there  are  cases  in  which  a  mistakerSift$(ionof  the 
law  has,  no  matter  why,  become  so  generally  accepted,  and  been  so 
acted  upon,  as  to  render  it  probable  that  business  has  been  regulated, 
and  the  position  of  parties  altered  in  consequence ;  and  in  such  cases 
we  may  hold  that  the  general  acceptation  of  the  mistake  has  made 
that  law  which  was  originally  error:  Communis  error  faoit  jus:  but 
then  I  think  that,  before  we  act  upon  this  principle,  we  ought  to  see 
it  clearly  made  out  that  the  error  has  been  commonly  accepted,  and 
that  the  nature  of  the  case  is  such  that  parties  are  likely  to  have  acted 
apon  the  mistake  and  so  altered  their  rights  and  position.  I  proceed 
to  inquire  whether,  on  these  principles,  I  am  now  called  upon  to  put 
a  oonstraction  on  the  4  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  81,  different  from  that 
which  I  think  the  statute  itself  bears. 

On  the  argument  before  us  two  cases  were  referred  to.  These  were 
Rex  V.  The  Justices  of  Suffolk,  4  A.  &  E.  819  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  81), 
aod  Reg.  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Draughton,  2  P.  4  D.  224,  8  L.  J.  N. 
S.  M.  C.  92.  I  have  not  myself  b^n  able  to  discover  any  other 
authority  bearing  on  the  question ;  certainly  no  other  was  referred  to 
on  the  argument.  It  becomes  therefore  important  to  see  what  these 
cases  amount  to. 

In  Rex  V.  The  Justices  of  Suffolk,  a  notice  of  appeal  to  the  Quarter 
Sessions  of  Ipswich,  and  with  it  grounds  of  appeal,  were  delivered  to 
the  respondents  on  the  9th  Octol^r.  The  appeal  ought  to  have  been 
to  the  Quarter  Sessions  of  Suffolk.  On  18th  October,  the  appellants 
♦corrected  their  mistake,  and  delivered  a  notice  of  appeal  to  r»/iot 
the  Quarter  Sessions  of  Suffolk.  The  Quarter  Sessions  of  *• 
Suffolk  refused  to  enter  the  appeal  and  hear  an  application  to  have 
it  respited  on  the  ground  of  the  illness  of  a  material  witness,  because 
they  thought  the  notice  of  appeal  defective  and  informal ;  and  on  this 
a  rale  nisi  for  a  mandamus  to  enter  continuances  and  hear  the  appeal 
was  obtained.  The  objection  urged  in  showing  cause  was  that  the 
amended  notice  of  appeal  was  too  late,  being  given  less  than  fourteen 
clear  days  before  the  Sessions.  All  the  Court  held  that  the  time  for 
giving  the  notice  was  not  altered  by  the  statute,  and  so  far  the  case  is 
consistent  with,  or  rather  is  in  fevour  of,  the  view  I  now  support. 
The  Judges  further  held  that  the  grounds  might  be  sent  before  the 
potioe  of  appeal,  and  that  these  grounds  were  good  enough  and  sent 
io  time.  There  was  here  a  mistake  of  fact,  for  it  appears  that  the 
grounds  were  sent  only  thirteen  days  before  the  Sessions,  and  that 
may  perhaps  show  that  the  case  was  not  carefully  considered ;  it  does 
not  however  touch  the  present  case. 

Lord  Den  man  expressly  says  that  the  enactment  was  not  intended 
to  interfere  with  the  time  of  giving  notice  of  appeal.  '*  If  that  had 
been  intended,"  says  he,  p.  824,  " it  would  have  been  expressed;"  and 
Williams,  J.,  says,  "  There  was  a  timely  notice  of  trying  the  appeal. 
The  practice,  as  to  that,  stands  as  it  did  before  the  Act  passed." 
Coleridge,  J.,  says,  p.  826,  '*  Then  as  to  the  effect  of  sect.  81.  We  are 
called  upon  to  make  a  general  alteration  of  practice  at  Sessions  upon 
a  mere  implication.    The  section  enacts  that  a  statement  of  the  grounds 
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^6821  ^^  ^PP^A^  BhsXl  be  sent  or  delivered  with  the  notice,  or  fourteen 
-^  days  at  least  before  the  first  day  of  the  ^Sessions ;  and  therefore 
it  is  contended  that  the  notice  must  be  given  fourteen  days  before  the 
Sessions.  But  the  statute  itself  does  not  prescribe  that,  or  any  time. 
I  asked,  when  this  proposition  was  stated,  '  What  time  do  you  say  is 
now  fixed  for  notice  of  appeal  against  orders  of  removal  throughout 
the  country  ?*  And  no  answer  was  given.  The  meaning  of  the  clause 
is  that,  where  the  practice  of  Sessions  requires  more  than  fourteen  days' 
notice  of  appeal,  the  statement  of  grounds  of  appeal  may  be  delivered 
with  the  notice,  or  within  not  less  than  fourteen  days  of  the  Sessions; 
but  thatj  at  all  events,  it  must  he  delivered  at  least  fourteen  days  before 
the  SessionsJ^ 

This  latter  part  of  his  judgment  is  what  the  prosecutors  in  the  pre- 
sent case  rely  upon.  Nothing  of  the  sort  was  said  by  any  of  the  other 
Judges,  and  on  the  facts  no  question  arose  as  to  the  efi'ect  of  giving 
grounds  of  appeal  with  a  notice  of  appeal  less  than  fourteen  days  at 
least  before  the  Sessions.  It  was  therefore  a  dictum  of  one  Judge 
only ;  still,  if  it  had  related  to  any  question  depending  on  the  general 
Sessions  law,  I  should  have  .deferred  very  much  to  any  dictum  of 
Coleridge,  J.,  as  he  was  peculiarly  conversant  with  that  branch  of 
law,  though  I  should  not  have  considered  it  binding  on  me. 

But  what  he  said  was  with  reference  to  the  construction  of  what 
was  then  a  new  statute,  brought  before  the  Court  for  the  first  time ; 
and  I  do  not  attach  the  same  weight  to  a  hasty  expression  of  his 
opinion  on  the  construction  of  the  Act  on  a  point  not  then  before 
him;  especially  as  it  seems  to  have  escaped  his  notice  that  it  was 
inconsistent  with  his  previous  reasoning,  as,  if  the  dictum  was  well 
founded,  the  statute  by  implication  did  make  a  great  alteration  in  the 
♦6831  P*"^^^^^®  ^f  ^^1  Sessions  in  which  the  notice  of  appeal  required 
^  was  less  *than  fourteen  clear  days,  that  is  in  a  majority  of  the 
Sessions  in  England. 

Reg.  V.  The  Inhabitants  of  Draughton  is  not  reported  in  Adolphus 
&  Ellis.  It  is  reported  in  the  8  Law  Journal,  N.  S.  M.  C,  and  in 
Perry  &  Davison.  In  neither  report  does  it  appear  what  the  state  of 
facts  was  on  which  the  Court  had  to  decide.  But  I  have  obtained  the 
case  from  the  Record  OfiBce,  and  I  find  the  facts  to  be  these.  The 
appellants  gave  a  notice  of  trial  of  an  appeal  previously  entered  and 
respited.  On  the  same  paper,  and  as  part  of  it,  the  appellants  ^ave 
their  grounds  of  appeal.  This  appears  by  the  notice  of  appeal  re- 
turned with  the  certiorari,  and  now  in  the  Record  Office.  On  the  trial 
of  the  appeal,  the  appellants  being  called  upon  to  prove  their  notice 
of  appeal,  proved  the  service  on  the  19th  March,  1838.  It  was  there- 
upon objected  that  such  notice  was  not  in  time,  for  that  it  was  not 
given  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  first  day  of  the  Sessions,  which 
were  held  on  the  2d  April,  1838.  The  Sessions  decided  in  favour  of 
the  appellants,  which,  on  my  view  of  the  law,  was  right,  and  on  the 
other  view  was  wrong;  but,  subject  to  a  case  in  which  the  only  ques- 
tion was,  *^  whether  such  notice  was  given  in  time  pursuant  to  4  &  5 
W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  81."  No  question  was  in  terms  asked  as  to  whether, 
supposing  the  notice  right,  the  grounds  of  appeal  ought  not  to  have 
been  delivered  at  least  fourteen  days  before  the  Sessions';  whatever 
might  be  the  case  as  to  the  notice.     The  reason  probably  was,  that 
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the  Quarter  Sessions  thought  (as  I  do)  that,  if  the  notice  itself  was 
good,  the  words  of  the  statute  were  express  that  the  grounds  might 
be  given  with  the  notice.  The  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  affirmed  the 
order  of  Sessions.  The  terras  in  which  the  point  was  reserved  r^nt^A 
and  the  question  *a8ked  prevent  the  decision  from  being  fairly  ^ 
citeable  as  confirming  the  propriety  of  what  was  done  by  the  Quarter 
Sessions  in  hearing  the  appellants,  though  the  grounds  of  appeal  had 
not  been  delivered  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  Sessions ;  for  it  is 
not  impossible  that  the  Court  might  have  thought  the  decision  of  the 
Quarter  Sessions  wrong,  and  yet  have  held  that,  from  the  way  in  which 
the  case  was  reserved,  their  decision  must  be  affirmed ;  but,  the  facts 
show,  very  decidedly,  that  no  point  arose  before  the  Court  on  which 
they  could  decide  that  the  grounds  of  appeal  were  not  given  in  time. 
If  any  expressions  of  such  an  opinion  were  used,  it  must  have  been 
without  perceiving  that  in  efiect  they  were  saying  that  the  decision 
which  they  affirmed  ought  not  to  have  been  come  to.  I  think  I  am 
justified  in  treating  any  such  expression  as  being  merely  a  repetition 
of  the  dictum  of'  Coleridge,  J.,  made  without  consideration,  and  not 
adding  much  weight  to  it  as  an  authority,  and  certainly  not  binding 
as  a  decision. 

I  have  not  myself  been  able  to  find  any  other  case  in  which  this 
point  was  alluded  to,  nor  has  any  such  been  cited  on  the  argument, 
nor  I  believe  has  any  such  authority  been  found  by  either  of  my  bro- 
thers. I  have  not  myself  found  any  grounds  for  believing  that  the 
opinion  thrown  out  in  these  two  cases  has  been  in  practice  commonly 
adopted.  As  far  as  the  text  books  are  concerned:  in  Archbold's 
Poor  Law,  p.  765,  lOth  ed.,  the  rule  is  laid  down  in  the  way  contended 
for  by  the  prosecutors,  and  Beg.  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Draughton  is 
cited  as  the  authority  ;  but  in  Steer's  Parish  Law,  7S5-6,  8d  ed.,  the 
rule  is  laid  down  in  the  terms  of  the  statute :  I  do  not  know  why  we 
are  to  suppose  the  one  expresses  the  general  opinion  more  than  the 
other. 

*The  result  I  come  to  is,  that  I  think  that,  as  the  law  stands,  r«z»or 
the  appellants  may,  if  they  please,  delay  their  notice  to  the  ex-  ^ 
treme  limit  left  by  stat  11  &  12  Yict.  c.  81 ;  but  that^  if  the  notice  be 
then  a  reasonable  notice  for  the  next  Sessions  according  to  the  practice 
of  the  Sessions,  though  that  be  less  than  fourteen  clear  days  before 
the  Sessions,  the  appeal  must  be  tried  at  those  Sessions  (subject  to  the 
power  of  the  Sessions  to  postpone  the  trial  for  cause) ;  and  that  the 
appellants  cannot  gain  to  themselves  a  right  to  adjourn  the  trial  by 
omitting  to  deliver  the  grounds  of  appeal  in  time  for  that  Sessions, 
which  they  may  efiectually  do  by  delivering  them  with  the  notice. 
But  if  the  appellants  can  delay  the  notice  till  it  is  too  late  for  the  next 
Sessions,  the  old  law  remains  unaltered, — they  may  do  so, — and  then 
however  unreasonable  their  delay  may  have  been,  the  Sessions  must 
adjourn  the  appeal.  In  the  present  case  the  appellants  h^ve  not  and 
could  not  have  delayed  their  notice  of  appeal  till  it  was  too  late  to  try 
at  those  Sessions,  and  therefore  in  my  opinion  the  Sessions  were  not 
bound  to  adjourn  the  appeal. 

I  therefore  think  that  judgment  should  be  for  the  defendants. 

Cbompton,  J. — It  appears  from  the  dates  and  facts  stated  upon  this 
record,  which  my  learned  brothers  have  referred  to,  that  the  appellants, 
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at  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  twenty-one  days,  extended  by  the 
application  for  the  copy  of  the  depositions,  were  in  time,  according  to 
the  practice  of  the  Sessions,  to  give  their  notice  of  appeal,  which  they 
accordingly  did  give,  but  were  not  in  time  to  give  fourteen  days' 
notice  of  grounds  of  appeal.  They  therefore  applied  to  the  Sessions 
*B861  ^  ^Dtor  ^^^  ^respite,  which  the  Sessions  refused  to  allow ;  and 
^  if  the  appellants  were  entitled  to  have  their  appeal  entered  and 
respited,  the  Sessions  ought  to  be  commanded  to  enter  continuances 
and  hear  the  appeal. 

Upon  the  argument  before  us  the  point  most  relied  upon  by  the 
counsel  for  the  aefendants  was,  that  the  appellants  had  been  guilty  <^ 
laches,  and  might»  if  they  pleased,  have  applied  for  and  got  the  de- 
positions earlier,  and,  at  all  events,  might  have  given  their  grounds 
of  appeal  without  taking  the  whole  of  the  twenty-one  days  extended 
by  applying  for  the  depositions;  and  therefore  that  this  was  like  the 
cases  where  it  has  been  held  that  the  parties  were  bound  to  enter  and 
try  unless  the  Sessions,  in  their  discretion,  allowed  an  adjournment. 

Another  point  was  taken,  but  not  much  relied  on  apparently  by  the 
appellant's  counsel,  that  as  the  stat.  4  &  5  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  81,  says  that 
tne  notice  of  the  grounds  of  appeal  shall  be  sent  with  the  notice  of 
appeal,  or  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  first  day  of  the  Sessions  at 
which  the  appeal  is  intended  to  be  tried,  the  appellants  were  in  time 
to  give  the  notice  of  their  grounds  of  appeal  with  the  notice  of  appeal; 
and  that,  if  given  with  the  notice  of  appeal,  it  need  not  be  given  four- 
teen days  before  the  first  day  of  the  Sessions,  and  therefore  that  the 
appellants  were  in  time  to  give  efiective  notice  of  the  grounds  of  ap- 
peal, so  as  to  enable  them  to  try. 

With  regard  to  this  point,  which  is,  I  believe,  the  only  matter  as  to 
which  my  brother  Blackburn  differs  from  us,  I  am  of  opinion  that  we 
ought  to  hold  that  the  grounds  of  appeal  must  be  ffiven  fourteen  days 
at  least  before  the  first  day  of  the  Sessions,  whether  such  notice  be 
given  with  the  notice  of  appeal  or  separately.  I  think  that  we  are 
*6871  ^^^°^>  ^^  ^^^^  Court  at  all  events,  to  follow  the  ^construction 
-■  which  was  put  upon  the  enactment  in  question  immediately  on 
the  Act  passing  (oontemporanea  expositio),  and  expressly  confirmed 
by  the  Court  in  one  or  more  other  decisions ;  and  after  those  decisions, 
as  far  as  I  can  find,  never  doubted  by  the  Court  in  any  of  the  cases  up 
to  the  present  time;  and  which  construction  has  been  treated  in  bookls 
of  practice  as  regulating,  and  has  in  point  of  fact  regulated,  as  I  be- 
lieve, the  practice  of  Sessiona  I  think  that  disturbing  such  decisions 
and  practice  is  peculiarly  mischievous  in  cases  of  Scions  practice. 
(See  Reg.  v.  The  Justices  of  Shropshire,  8  A.  &  E.  178  (E.  C.  L.  R. 
vol.  86),  where  the  Court  felt  themselves  bound  by  a  single  prior 
decision  on  a  similar  question,  though  against  the  opinion  of  all  the 
Judges,  each  of  whom  would,  if  the  point  had  been  a  new  one,  have 
put  a  different  construction  on  the  Act  in  question  from  that  which 
they  felt  themselves  bound  to  adopt.)  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
construction  of  the  Court  really  carried  out  the  intention  of  the  L^is- 
lature;  and  that  if  a  different  construction  had  been  put  by  the  Court 
upon  the  enactment  in  question,  it  would  in  all  probability  have  been 
remedied  by  the  Legislature  in  subsequent  Acts  on  the  same  subject- 
matter.    I  cannot  agree  with  my  brother  Blackburn,  that  it  is  a  suf- 
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ficieut  reason  for  now  disturbing  the  law  on  the  subject  that  the  words 
admit  of  another  construction,  even  if  we  thought  that  we  should  have 
adopted  such  other  construction  of  it  had  been  res  nova ;  neither  do  I 
think  it  a  sufficient  reason  for  our  holding  ourselves  not  bound  by  the 
decisions  of  our  predecessors,  that  on  examining  the  papers  in  the 
cases  it  maj  appear  that  the  Court  may  have  ^mistaken  the  r«goQ 
facts,  and  that  if  they  had  taken  another  view  of  the  facts  the  '- 
question  might  not  have  arisen. 

It  became  necessary  for  this  Court,  immediately  after  the  passing 
of  the  4  &  5  W.  4,  c.  76,  to  put  a  construction  upon  the  provisions  of 
the  81st  section. 

The  statement  of  the  grounds  of  appeal  was  obviously  required,  as 
is  indeed  expressly  recited  in  the  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  4,  s.  81,  s.  4,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  party  receiving  the  same  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  of  such  statement,  and  to  prepare  for  trial.  The  grounds  are 
in  the  nature  of  pleadings;  and  it  would  primfi  facie  seem  that  the 
Legislature  would  probably  fix  one  general  rule  for  the  time  which 
should  be  given  for  such  inquiry  and  preparation  throughout  the 
country. 

The  time  for  giving  notice  of  appeal  having  been  diflFerent  at 
different  Sessions,  it  seems  to  have  been  thought  that  the  effect  of  the 
enactment  4  &  5  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  81,  was  to  make  the  notice  for  the 
Sessions  throughout  the  country  the  same.  And  this  view  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Court  in  the  case  of  Rex  v.  The  Justices  of  Suffolk,  4  A. 
&  E.  819  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  85),  which  occurred  in  the  year  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act.  It  was  there  argued  that  as  the  clause  required 
fourteen  days  at  least,  and  as  the  notice  might  be  given  with  the 
notice  of  appeal,  the  notice  of  appeal  must  be  a  fourteen  days'  notice. 
The  Court,  however,  clearly  assuming  that  the  notice  of  grounds  of 
removal  must  be  a  fourteen  days'  notice,  say  that  it  is  distinct  from 
the  notice  of  appeal,  and  may  be  given  with  it  if  the  notice  of  appeal 
is  given,  as  it  may  be,  before  the  fourteen  days ;  and  Mr.  Justice 
Coleridge  expressly  says,  p.  325,  "  The  meaning  of  the  clause  is  that, 
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where  the  practice  of  Sessions  requires  more  than  fourteen 
*days'  notice  of  appeal,  the  statement  of  grounds  of  appeal 
may  be  delivered  with  the  notice,  or  within  not  less  than  fourteen 
days  of  the  Sessions ;  but  that,  at  all  events,  it  miLst  be  delivered  at  least 
fotirteen  days  before  the  Sessions.  This  was  not  a  mere  obiter  dictum, 
but  was  the  very  ratio  decidendi.  The  decision  \vas,  that  though  the 
provision  as  to  the  fourteen  days  at  least  is  a  general  rule  as  to  the 
aROUNDS  of  appeal,  it  does  not  affect  the  notice  of  appeal,  which  is 
distinct,  and  left  untouched  by  the  statute.  The  notices  l^ing  distinct^ 
it  was  not  necessary  to  hold  that  the  general  rule  as  to  the  fourteen 
days  was  to  apply  to  the  notice  of  appeal. 

Mr.  Justice  Coleridge,  a  very  great  authority  as  to  Sessions  law,  is 
expressly  construing  the  statute  in  a  case  where  it  was  necessary  to 
construe  it.  I  think  the  construction  carried  out  the  intention  of  the 
statute,  as  it  seems  very  unlikely  that  the  Legislature  could  have  in- 
tended that  the  time  allowed  to  the  respondents  for  inquiry  and  pre- 
paration should  be  different,  and  fluctuate  with  the  time  allowed  by 
the  practice  of  the  Sessions  at  different  places.  Though  the  time  for 
giving  notice  of  appeal  is  untouched  by  the  statutes,  and  is  still  regu- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


689  REGINA  v.  SUSSEX.    K.  V.  1862. 

lated  by  the  practice  at  the  particular  Sessions,  the  twenty-one  days 
and  the  fourteen  days  mentioned  in  the  4  &  5  W.  4,  c.  76,  and  the 
prolonged  period  of  fourteen  days  in  the  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  81,  all  seem 
to  me  to  be  general  regulations  to  force  the  appellants,  in  the  words 
of  Erie,  J.,  in  Reg.  v.  The  Justices  of  Peterborough,  7  E.  &  B.  643. 
050  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  90),  "  to  take  definite  steps  within  definite  times." 
The  words  of  the  enactment  in  question  are  not  perhaps  well  chosen, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  so  violent  a  construction  as  my  brother 
*8d01  ^'^^^^^^^^  appears  to  suppose  to  construe  them  as  meaning  that 
J  *the  notice  may  be  given  with  the  notice  of  appeal  or  at  some 
other  time  (which  it  obviously  means),  but  that  in  either  case  it  must 
he  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  first  day  of  the  Sessions, 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  dictum  in  Bex  v.  The  Justices  of 
Suffolk,  4  A.  &  E.  819  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  81),  was  the  mere  dictum  of 
Mr.  Justice  Coleridge:  but  we  find  in  the  next  case,  Reg.  v.  The  In- 
habitants of  Draughton,  2  P.  &  Dav.  224,  8  L.  J.  M.  C.  92,  which 
occurred  four  years  after  Rex  v.  The  Justices  of  Suffolk,  that  the  full 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  consisting  of  Lord  Denman  and  Justices 
Littledale,  Patteson  and  Williams,  were  expressly  asked  to  reconsider 
the  case  of  Rex  v.  The  Justices  of  Suffolk,  and  that  th^  Court  had 
again  to  put  a  construction  on  the  clause  in  question ;  and  Lord  Den- 
man, with  the  concurrence  of  the  other  Judges,  states  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court,  as  reported  in  the  Law  Journal,  that  "  The  Act 
leaves  the  time  for  the  notice  of  appeal,  as  it  was  before ;  but,  should 
the  notice"  (that  is  the  notice  of  appeal)  "not  be  delivered  four- 
teen days  before  the  Sessions,  the  grounds  at  least  must  have  been. 
There  is  no  occasion  for  our  overruling  The  King  v.  The  Justices  of 
Suffolk."  This  is  a  distinct  decision  on  the  construction  of  the  words 
^  in  question.  In  the  report  in  Perry  &  Davison,  Lord  Denman's  judg- 
ment is  thus  given:  "The  implication  contended  for  is  not  at  all 
necessary."  That  is  the  implication  that,  as  the  notice  of  grounds  of 
appeal  must  be  fourteen  days,  the  notice  of  appeal  must  also  be  so. 
lie  proceeds  to  give  the  reason  of  the  decision,  and  says,  "  Notice  of 
appeal  may  by  the  practice  in  some  places  be  required  more  than 
fourteen  days  before  the  Sessions,  in  which  case  the  grounds  of  appeal 
*89n  "^*y  ^®  ®®°^  ^^^^  ^^^  notice ;  *in  other  cases,  where  so  long  a 
J  notice  is  not  required,  the  alternative  is  provided,  that  the 
grounds  of  appeal  should ^he  sent  to  the  respondents  fourteen  days  before 
the  Sessions.  There  is  no  provision  as  to  the  time  of  notice  itself." 
Littledale,  Patteson  and  Williams,  Justices,  concurred.  In  Reg.  v. 
The  Justices  of  Lancashire,  4  Q.  B.  910  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  45),  decided 
two  years  after  Reg.  v.  The  Inhabitants  of  Draughton,  Lord  Denman 
says,  p.  918,  "If  they  appeal,  they  must,  by  sect.  81,  give  fourteen 
days'  notice  of  the  grounds  of  appeal." 

In  later  cases,  where  the  question  has  been  as  to  whether  the  appel- 
lants, not  having  had  time  to  give  the  fourteen  days'  notice  of  grounds 
of  appeal,  although  they  had  had  time  to  give  notice  of  appeal,  and 
where  it  has  been  decided  that  the  party  was  still  obliged  to  give  his 
notice  of  appeal,  and  was  then  to  enter  and  respite  as  not  having  had 
time  to  give  effective  notice  of  grounds  of  removal,  I  do  not  find  that 
the  Court  has  ever  expressed  any  doubt  with  regard  to  the  correct- 
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ness  of  tbe  decisions  as  to  the  fourteen  days  being  required  to  be 
given. 

I  think  that  this  state  of  the  authorities  fully  justifies  the  statement 
of  the  practice  in  this  respect,  as  laid  down  in  the  last  edition  of 
Archbold's  Poor  Law,  p.  761,  as  follows:  *'  These  times  are  given  that 
the  parish  served  may  have  an  opportunity  to  consider  whether  they 
will  appeal  or  not.  They  have  then  to  consider  whether  a  sufficient 
time  remains  to  them  to  give  the  notice  of  appeal  (eight,  ten,  or  four- 
teen days,  &c.),  required  by  the  practice  of  the  particular  Sessions  to 
which  the  appeal  is  to  be,  and  also  to  serve  notice  of  grounds  of  ap- 
peal, which  latter  must  he  served  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  first  day 
of  the  Sessions.  ...  If  they  have  *time  to  serve  their  notice  r#gQo 
and  grounds  of  appeal  after  the  twentv-one  and  fourteen  days  *- 
above  mentioned,  they  must  enter  and  try  their  appeal  at  the  next 
Sessions;  if  they  have  not  time  for  these  or  either  .of  them,  they  must 
enter  and  respite  their  appeal  at  the  next  Sessions,  and  try  it  at  the 
next  following  Sessions."     This  is  quite  consistent  with  the  rule  of 

?ractice  as  laid  down  by  Lord  Campbell  in  the  recent  case  of  Reg.  v. 
•he  Justices  of  the  West  Biding,  E.  B.  &  E.  713  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  96), 
to  which  I  shall  have  hereafter  to  refer.  I  cannot  help  thinking  there- 
fore that  the  counsel  for  the  respondents  was  right  in  not  laying  much 
stress  upon  this  point,  as  I  think  he  must  have  been  aware  of  the 
practice  in  this  respect,  and ;  notwithstanding  the  respect  I  always  en- 
tertain for  my  brother  Blackburn's  opinion,  which  alone  has  induced 
me  to  go  into  a  matter  of  this  kind  at  such  length  ;  I  think  that,  sit- 
ting here,  we  ought  to  adhere  to  the  practice  as  settled  by  our  pre- 
decessors, and  that  if  such  practice  is  to  be  unsettled  it  should  be  done 
only  by  those  who  have  authority  to  correct  the  judgments  of  this 
Court. 

Upon  the  other  and  main  point,  made  by  Mr.  Huddleston,  I  felt  at 
one  period  very  considerable  doubt.  He  argued  that  as,  by  recent 
cases,  the  practical  time  for  appealing  was  to  have  reference  to  the 
.  order  of  removal,  and  that  as  the  party,  if  he  had  had  a  reasonable 
time  for  giving  notice  of  appeal,  was  held»  guilty  of  laches  in  not  en- 
tering his  appeal,  the  appellants  in  the  present  case  might  have  given 
their  notice  of  grounds  of  removal  in  time,  and  were  therefore  not 
entitled  to  respite.  On  examining  the  cases  in  question,  however,  I 
quite  agree  with  my  brother  Mellor,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  on  this 
part  of  the  case  there  is  any  difference  of  opinion  *in  the  Court  r#^Qo 
in  thinking  that  there  is  no  laches  in  the  party  taking  the  '- 
whole  of  the  twenty-one  and  fourteen  days,  and  not  giving  notice  of 
grounds  of  removal  before.  He  is  to  have  time  to  make  out  his  case 
and  state  his  pleadings,  and  though,  for  the  reasons  given  in  the  recent 
cases,  it  is  held  that  the  practicability  of  the  Sessions  for  the  purpose 
of  the  appeal  being  entered  is  to  be  looked  at  with  reference  to  the 
order  of  removal,  yet  the  question  of  the  practicability  of  trial  is  to 
be  looked  at  with  reference  to  the  time  at  the  expiration  of  the  twenty- 
one  and  fourteen  days;  and  it  is  clearly  assumed  in  all  these  cases; 
Reg.  r.  The  Inhabitants  of  Sevenoaks,  7  Q.  B.  136  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol. 
53),  Reg.  v.  The  Justices  of  Peterborough,  7  E.  4  B.  648  (E.  C.  L.  R. 
vol.  53),  and  Reg.  v.  The  Justices  of  the  West  Riding,  E.  B.  &  E.  713 
(E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96) ;  that  the  party  need  not  give  his  notice  of  grounds 
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of  removal  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  limited  time,  and  that 
though  he  is  bound  in  such  a  case  as  the  present  to  enter  his  appeal, 
he  is  not  bound,  nor  can  he  indeed  with  reference  to  the  other  party, 
try  his  appeal.  The  cases  taken  together  clearly  establish  that,  if  the 
time  for  giving  notice  of  appeal  is  practicable,  the  appellant,  by  taking 
the  whole  time,  does  not  relieve  himself  from  entering  his  appeal, 
but  must  enter;  and  if  there  has  not  been  time  to  give  notice  of 
grounds  of  appeal  at  the  end  of  his  limited  time,  he  must  still  enter 
and  respite. 

The  object  and  effect  of  these  decisions  is  very  beneficial.  By 
compelling  the  appellant  to  enter  his  appeal  they  prevent  the  great 
mischief  of  the  respondents  being  led  to  suppose  that  the  appeal  is 
abandoned,  but  at  the  same  time  they  expressly  take  care  that  the 
♦6941  ^PP®^'*°*  *8hall  have  his  whole  time  to  give  his  notice  of 
J   grounds  of  removal. 

The  result  of  these  cases  is  stated  by  Lord  Campbell,  in  the  recent 
case  of  Reg.  v.  The  Justices  of  The  West  Riding,  E.  B.  &  E.  713  (E.  C. 
L.  R.  vol.  96),  in  a  way  that  seems  to  me  decisive  of  this  question. 
He  says,  in  delivering  the  considered  judgment  of  the  Court  in  that 
case,  p.  718:  "As  a  rule,  we  think  that  the  parties  appealing  are 
entitled  to  take  the  twenty-one  days  and  the  fourteen  days  mentioned 
in  Stat.  11  k  12  Yict.  c.  81,  s.  9,  and  that,  if,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
last  of  those  days,  there  is  time  to  give  effective  notice  of  trial  of  the 
appeal  at  the  then  next  Sessions,  such  notice  ought  to  be  given ;  but 
that,  if  there  is  not  time  to  give  such  notice  of  trial,  the  appeal  ought 
to  be  entered  and  respited  at  the  then  next  Sessions  following  the 
expiration  of-the  fourteen  days:  such  an  entry  and  respite  will  be  the 
only  step  the  appellant  can  then  take  to  show  his  intention  to  prose- 
cute his  appeal,  as  he  will  do  so  at  the  peril  of  being  obliged  to  pay 
costs,  in  case  he  omits  further  to  prosecute  it :  and  this  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  modern  practice.  In  the  present  case  we  think  that  the 
determination  of  the  Sessions  was  right,  and  that  the  rule  for  a  man- 
damus should  be  discharged."    • 

In  the  case  now  before  us  the  appellants  appear  to  me  to  have  fol- 
lowed the  exact  practice  as  laid  down  by  this  Court,  and  declared,  I 
believe  most  correctly,  by  them,  to  be  **in  accordance  with  modern 
practice."  They  were  bound,  according  to  these  decisions,  to  enter 
their  appeal ;  they  were  not  bound  to  try  and  could  not,  after  taking 
the  time  given  by  the  Legislature,  force  the  respondents  to  try.  And 
their  only  other  course  was  to  enter  and  respite,  which  they  applied 
♦6951  ^^  ^^  ^°  conformity  with  ♦the  exact  course  pointed  out  by  this 
■'  Court;  and  the  Sessions  were,  I  think,  therefore,  bound  to 
allow  them  to  enter  and  respite  their  appeal,  and  were  wrong  in 
refusing  to  allow  them  to  do  so. 

Another  point  was  made,  which  clearly  does  not  however  appear 
to  me  to  arise  upon  the  record  as  at  present  framed : — it  was  saia  that 
there  was  time,  at  the  expiration  of  the  extended  time,  to  give  notice 
of  grounds  of  appeal  for  the  adjourned  Sessions  in  that  division  of  the 
county  where  the  appeal  was  intended  to  be  tried. 

If  we  were  at  liberty  to  go  into  that  question,  doubts  might  well 
be  entertained  whether  the  notice  for  such  adjourned  Sessions  might 
not  be  sufficient.     This,  however,  was  decided  to  the  contrary,  in  the 
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case  of  Rex  v.  The  Justices  of  Surrey,  1  Mau.  &  S.  479,  which  ought, 
I  think,  to  be  coDsidered  as  conclusive  upon  us  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind ;  and  I  should  not  have  mentioned  this  point  except  for  the  note 
in  the  case  of  The  Queen  v.  The  Justices  of  Lancashire,  4  Q.  B.  910, 
918  (E.  0.  L.  R.  vol.  45),  from  which  it  might  be  supposed  that  the 
question  was  in  some  respect  open,  so  that  it  might  possibly  be 
thought  worthy  of  consideration  if  the  case  goes  farther,  and  the 
matter  can  be  made  to  appear  upon  the  record. 

I  should  add,  that  I  quite  agree  with  what  my  brothers  have  said 
as  to  our  deciding  this  matter  without  reference  to  the  form  of  the 
writ  of  mandamus.  No  objection  having  been  made  in  this  respect, 
I  think  that  we  should  decide  the  matter  on  the  points  taken  before 
us.  If  any  such  objection  to  the  form  of  the  writ  had  been  taken, 
we  should  have  allowed  the  writ  to  be  amended. 

It  majT  possibly  be  thought,  especially  since  the  Act  *allow-  r«gna 
ing  a  writ  of  error  in  the  case  of  a  return  to  a  mandamus  and  ^ 
pleadings  thereupon,  that  it  is  not  sufficient  generally  to  order  the 
justices  to  do  the  act  required,  but  that  the  writ  should  show  a  clear 
legal  right.  This  seems  certainly  to  be  the  case  as  to  many  writs  of 
mandamus,  where  the  supposal  of  the  writ  ought  to  show  matters 
clearly  sufficient  to  warrant  its  issuing.  There  may  be  doubt  how 
&r  the  writ  may  be  in  so  general  a  form  as  the  present,  even  in  cases 
where  the  Court  are  exercising  their  peculiar  jurisdiction  of  con- 
trolling the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  inferior  tribunals,  and  where 
they  have  been  said  to  have  a  jurisdiction  of  a  visitatorial  character; 
per  Lord  Ellenborough,  in  Rex  v.  The  Justices  of  Wiltshire,  10  East 
404,  406 ;  and  where  they  may  be  supposed  to  have  satisfied  them- 
selves priraA  facie,  in  the  exercise  of  such  jurisdiction,  that  the  writ 
ought  to  issue.  No  doubt  the  writ  may  be  very  general,  and,  if 
prim&  facie  sufficient,  the  general  and  correct  rule  is  that  the  return 
must  state  conclusively  matter  which  shows  why  the  parties  do  not 
obey  it,  but  in  the  present  case  it  would  seem  more  proper  to  have 
alleged  the  facts  and  dates  that  give  the  alleged  right. 

If  the  matter  goes  farther  than  this  Court,  we  think  that  the  parties 
should  respectively  have  leave  to  make  such  amendments  as  raise  the 
real  points  argued  before  us. 

My  brother  Mellor  concurring  with  me  in  thinking  that  the  prose- 
cutors are  right  as  to  the  matters  brought  before  us,  we  give  our 

Judgment  for  the  Crown. 


♦CRIPPS  V.  HARTNOLL.    May  14.  [♦697 

StiUtUe  of  Frauds,  29  Car.  2,  c.  3,  8,  4. — RecognUancts  in  criminal  due. 

1.  A.,  at  the  request  of  B.,  entered  into  reeogniaanees  for  the  appearance  of  B.'s  daughter  at 
tlie  Central  Criminal  Coort,  to  which  she  had  been  committed  to  take  her  trial,  on  a  chorge  of 
miadeineanor ;  and  B.,  in  consideration  thereof,  agreed  to  indemnify  A.  against  all  liabilitj, 
aii<ffrom  all  costo,  damages  and  expenses  in  respect  to  the  same.  B.'s  danghter  not  having 
appeared  aceording  to  the  recognisances,  they  were  estreated,  whereby  A.  was  obliged  to  pay 
the  amount,  and  incurred  other  expenses  :  held,  that  this  was  a  special  promise  to  answer  for 
the  debty  de&alt  or  miscarriages  of  another  person,  within  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  29  Car.  2,  o. 
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3y  t.  Af  and,  m  f  acb,  eoald  doI  be  tned  od  withoat  an  agreement  or  memorandam  or  note  in 
writing. 

2.  Qumre,  whether.  In  order  to  bring  a  case  within  Met  4  of  the  Statute  of  Frandu,  29  Car. 
2,  e.  3,  the  debt  or  defaalt  must  be  towardi  the  promistee7| 

The  first  count  of  the  declaration  stated  that  one  Sarah  Elliott,  the 
daughter  of  the  defendant,  had  been  committed  by  the  magistrates  of 
the  Westminster  Police  Court  to  take  her  trial  before  Her  Majesty's 
Justices  of  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  on,  &c.,  then  and  there  to 
plead  to  an  indictment  against  her  for  a  misdemeanor,  and  to  be 
further  dealt  with  according  to  law;  and,  being  so  committed,  the 
defendant  requested  the  plaintiff  to  become  bail  for  her,  and  to  enter 
into  certain  recognisances  for  80Z.  for  her  appearance  at  the  Central 
Criminal  Court;  and  the  defendant  agreed,  in  consideration  thereof, 
to  indemnify  the  plaintiff  against  all  liability  in  respect  thereof,  and 
from  all  costs,  damages,  and  expenses  in  respect  to  the  same.  It  then 
averred  that  the  plaintiff  did  become  bail  for  Sarah  Elliott,  and  did 
enter  into  the  recognisances ;  and  that  he  did  all  things,  and  all  things 
happened,  and  all  times  elapsed  necessary  to  entitle  him  to  be  indem- 
nified by  the  defendant;  and  that  Sarah  Elliott  did  not  appear  before 
Her  Majesty's  justices  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court  according  to  the 
recognisances,  whereby  the  same  became  es^eajed ;  and  the  plaintiff 
♦6981  ^^  forced  and  obliged  *to  pay,  and  oidpay,  the  said  sum  of 
-'  802.,  and  also  paid  and  incurred  costs,  charges,  and  expenses 
to  the  amount  of  202.,  and  was  otherwise  damnified :  whereof  the 
defendant  had  notice,  but  did  not  indemnify  the  plaintiff  therefrom. 

There  was  another  special  count,  on  which,  however,  nothing 
turned. 

There  were  also  counts  for  work  done,  for  money  paid,  and  on 
accounts  stated. 

The  defendant  pleaded,  to  the  first  count,  a  denial  of  the  agreement 
alleged,  and  also  payment :  to  the  common  counts,  as  to  40/.,  parcel, 
&c.,  payment  into  Court ;  and  to  the  remainder,  never  indebted,  and 
payment. 

The  plaintiff  took  the  402.  out  of  Court,  and  joined  issue  on  the 
other  pleas. 

On  the  trial,  before  Hill,  J.,  at  the  Sittings  at  Guildhall,  in  Trinitv 
Term,  1861,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiff,  at  the  request  of  the  defena- 
ant,  who  agreed  to  indemnify  him,  had  become  bail  in  the  sum  of  802. 
for  the  appearance  of  the  defendant's  daughter,  who  had  been  com- 
mitted by  the  magistrates  of  the  Westminster  Police  Court  to  take 
her  trial  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court  for  a  misdemeanor.  She, 
however,  did  not  appear,  in  consequence  whereof  the  recognisances 
were  estreated,  and  the  plaintiff  was  compelled  to  pay  the  802. ;  and  he 
now  sought  to  recover  in  respect  of  this  and  the  other  expenses,  &c. 

On  the  part  of  the  defendant  it  was  objected  that  the  case  came 
within  the  stat.  29  Car.  2,  c.  3,  s.  4,  which  enacts  that  '*No  action 
shall  bo  brought  whereby  to  charge  the  defendant  upon  any  special 
promise  to  answer  for  the  debt,  default,  or  miscarriages .  of  another 
person;  unless  the  agreement  upon  which  such  action  shall  be 
*6991  ^^ought,  or  some  memorandum  or  note  thereof,  shall  be  in 
■*  'writing,  and  signed  by  the  party  to  be  charged  therewith,  or 
some  other  person  thereunto  by  him  lawfully  authorized;"  and  con- 
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seqaently,  as  no  agreement,  memorandum  or  note  in  writing  was 
produced,  the  plaintiflf  could  not  recover.  The  Judge  being  of  this 
opinion  nonsuited  the  plaintifit*  reserving  to  him  leave  to  enter  a 
verdict. 

A  rule  nisi  accordingly  was  obtained  in  Easter  Term,  1861,  which 
was  argued  in  the  last  Term,  on  the  10th  May ;  before  Crompton, 
Blackburn  and  Mel  lor,  J  J. 

W.  D.  Seymour  and  Archibald  showed  cause. — ^This  case  is  ex- 
pressly within  the  decision  in  Green  v,  Gresswell,  10  A.  k  E.  458  (E. 
C.  L.  IL  vol.  37),  where,  a  capias  having  been  issued  against  H.  at  the 
suit  of  R.,  the  plaintiff  entered  into  a  bail  bond  for  H.,  in  considera- 
tion of  which  the  defendant  promised  to  indemnify  the  plaintiff  against 
the  consequences.  The  bail  bond  having  become  forfeited,  the  plain- 
tiff sued  on  the  above  agreement,  but  it  was  held  that  the  case  came 
within  29  Car.  2,  c.  8,  s.  4,  and  as  there  was  no  agreement,  memoran- 
dum or  note  in  writing,  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover.  That  case  is 
cited  with  approval  in  note  (J)  to  Forth  v,  Stanton,  1  Wms.  Saund. 
211  ^  6th  ed.  [Crompton,  J.,  referred  to  Jones  v.  Orchard,  16  C.  B. 
614  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  81).]    (They  were  then  stopped.) 

H.  James,  in  support  of  the  rule. — Green  v.  Cresswell  is  not  law, 
and,  if  it  were,  is  distinguishable  from  the  present  case.  Eastwood 
V.  Kenyon,  11  A.  &  E.  488  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  89),  is  an  authority  that 
sect  4  of  29  Car.  2,  c.  8,  contemplates  only  promises  made  to  the  per- 
son to  whom  another  is  liable;  *and  therefore  that  a  promise  r«TQQ 
by  A.  to  B.  to  pay  C.  a  debt  due  from  B.  to  C,  is  not  within  ^  ' 
that  section.  In  Smith's  Mercantile  Law,  467  note  [q),  6th  ed.,  the 
cases  are  considered,  and  the  author  says,  ''I  have  only  further  to 
observe,  that  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Court  in  Eastwood  v.  Ken- 
yon may,  perhaps,  be  thought  to  diverge  somewhat  in  principle  from 
the  decision  in  the  prior  case  of  Green  v.  Cresswell."  [Blackburn, 
J. — Looking  at  that  note  it  rather  suggests  that  Green  v,  Cresswell, 

10  A.  k  E.  463  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  87),  is  right  and  Eastwood  v.  Konyou, 

11  A.  k  E.  488  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  89),  is  wrong.]  The  note  to  Birkmyr 
V,  Darnell,  in  1  Smith's  Leading  Cases,  p.  264,  dth  ed.,  after  citing 
Eastwood  V.  Kenyon,  says,  "  This  view,  which  would  limit  the  gener- 
ality of  the  rule  laid  down  by  Serjeant  Williams,  and  seems  not 
altogether  reconcilable  with  the  doctrine  in  Green  v.  Cresswell,  has 
been  recognised  and  acted  upon  by  the  CoCirt  of  Exchequer,  in  Har- 
greaves  v.  Parsons,  where  it  is  laid  down,  that  'the  statute  applies 
only  to  promises  made  to  the  persons  to  whom  another  is  alreaay,  or 
is  to  become,  answerable.  It  must  be  a  promise  to  be  answerable  for 
a  debt  of,  or  a  default  in  some  duty  by,  that  other  person  towards  the 
promtMce.'"  The  judgment  in  Uargreaves  v.  Parsons,  18  M.  k  W. 
561,  670,  goes  on  to  say,  **  This  was  decided,  and  no  doubt  rightly, 
by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  in  Eastwood  v,  Kenyon,  and  in 
Thomas  t;.  Cook,  8  B.  4  C.  728  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  16)."  If  Green  v. 
Cresswell  is  right,  it  almost  overrules  the  last- mentioned  case.  [Mbl- 
LOB,  J. — In  the  note  which  you  have  just  cited.  Green  v.  Cresswell  is 
said  to  be  in  accordance  with  Tomlinson  v.  Gell,  6  A.  &  E.  664  (E.  C. 
L.  R.  vol.  88).  It  is  also  recognised  as  good  law  in  Chitty  Contr.  452, 
464,  6th  ed.J  In  *Batson  v.  King,  4  H.  &  N.  738,  Pollock,  C.  r^^^. 
B.,  says,  p.  740,  "  If  a  man  says  to  another,  '  If  you  will  at  my  '- 
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request  pat  your  name  to  a  bill  of  exchange  I  will  save  you  harmless,' 
that  is  not  withip  the  statute.  It  is  not  a  responsibility  for  the  debt 
of  another.  It  amounts  to  a  contract  by  one,  that  if  the  other  will 
put  himself  in  a  certain  situation  the  first  will  indemnify  him  arainst 
the  consequences.  In  Oreen  t;.  Cresswell,  Lord  Denman  point^  out 
a  distinction  between  that  case  and  one  where  the  defendant  is  a  co- 
surety. I  do  not  think  that  the  case  itself  was  rightly  decided."  In 
Brittain  v.  Lloyd,  14  M.  &  W.  762.  Pollock,  C.  B.,  in  delivering  the 
judgment  of  the  Court,  says,  p.  773,  **  It  is  clear,  that  if  one  requests 
another  to  pay  money  for  him  to  a  stranger,  with  an  express  or 
implied  undertaking  to  repay  it,  the  amount,  when  paid,  is  a  debt  due 
to  the  party  paying  from  him  at  whose  request  it  is  paid,  and  may  be 
recovered  on  a  count  for  money  paid ;  and  it  is  wholly  immaterial 
whether  the  money  is  paid  in  discharge  of  a  debt  due  to  the  stranger, 
or  as  a  loan  or  gift  to  him.  .  .  .  The  request  to  pay,  and  the  pay- 
ment according  to  it,  constitute  the  debt;  and  whether  the  request  be 
direct,  as  where  the  party  is  expressly  desired  by  the  defendant  to 
pay,  or  indirect,  where  he  is  placed  by  him  under  a  liability  to  pay, 
and  does  pay,  makes  no  difference.  If  one  ask  another,  instead  of 
paying  money  for  him,  to  lend  him  his  acceptance  for  his  accommoda- 
tion, and  the  acceptor  is  obliged  to  pay  it,  the  amount  is  money  paid 
for  the  borrower,  although  the  borrower  be  no  party  to  the  bill,  nor 
in  any  way  liable  to  the  person  who  ultimately  receives  the  amount. 
The  borrower,  by  requesting  the  acceptor  to  assume  that  character 
♦7021  '^^^^^  *ultimately  obliges  him  to  pay,  impliedly  requests  him 
-'  to  pay,  and  is  as  much  liable  to  repay,  as  he  would  be  on  a  di- 
rect request  to  pay  money  for  him  with  a  promise  to  repay  it.  In 
every  case,  therefore,  in  which  there  has  been  a  payment  of  money  by 
a  plaintiff  to  a  third  party,  at  the  request  of  the  defendant,  expre^^s  or 
implied,  on  a  promise,  express  or  implied,  to  repay  the  amount,  this 
form  of  action  is  maintainable."  In  Fitzgerald  v.  Dressier,  7  C.  B.  N. 
S.  874  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  97),  Williams,  J.,  says,  p.  886,  '*  The  statute 
only  applies  where  the  promise  is  made  to  the  person  entitled  to  the 
money."  The  present  case  is  further  distinguishable  from  Green  v. 
Cresswell,  10  A.  &  E.  458  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  87),  in  this,  that  in  that 
case  there  was  no  count  for  money  paid.  Cur.  adv.  vuU. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 
Crompton,  J.,  who  said  that,  without  expressing  any  opinion  as  to 
what  might  be  the  judgment  of  a  Court  of  error  on  the  decision  in 
Green  v.  Gcesswelh  this  Court  was  bound  by  that  decision.  If  that 
case  was  law,  the  distinction  between  it  and  the  present, 'that  the  one 
arose  on  a  bail  bond  in  a  civil  suit  and  the  other  on  recognisances  for 
the  appearance  of  a  person  in  a  Criminal  Court,  was  immaterial. 
Neither  was  it  necessary  to  consider  the  point  whether  in  order  to 
bring  a  case  within  the  4th  section  of  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  29  Car. 
2,  c.  8,  the  debt  or  default  must  be  towards  the  promissee,  as  that 
point  was  taken  and  decided  in  Green  v.  Cresswell,  10  A.  &  £.  453 
(E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  87).  For  these  reasons  the  nonsuit  was  right,  and 
the  present  rule  must  be  discharged.  Rule  discharged. 
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*IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER.  [*703 

The  QUEEN  v.  The  Burial  Board  for  the  Parishes  of  ST.  JOHN, 
WESTGATE.  and  ELSWICK,  in  the  Borough  and  County  of 
NEWCASTLE  UPON  TYNE.    May  14. 

18  d;  19  Vict  c.  128,  s.  18.— CTtwed  buHal  ground,Sepair. 

Sut.  18  A  19  Viet.  e.  128, 1. 18,  whieb  enaots  thai  in  every  case  io  which  any  order  In  council 
iiiMtwd  for  ihe  diaoontinaanoe  of  bnrials  in  any  churchyard  or  burial  ground,  the  Burial  Board 
or  Church  wardens  shall  maintain  inch  churchyard  or  burial  ground  of  any  parish  in  decent  order, 
sad  also  do  the  necessary  repair  of  the  walls  and  other  fences  thereof,  and  the  expenses  shall  be 
rspaid  by  the  overseers,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  Burial  Board  or  Churchwardens,  out  of  the 
peer  rate  of  the  parish  or  place  in  which  such  churchyard  or  burial  ground  is  situate,  unless 
there  shall  be  some  other  fund  legally  chargeable  with  such  expenses,  does  not  apply  to  a  burial 
fr»and  which  is  not  a  burial  ground  of  any  parish,  but  is  the  prtiperCy  of  private  persons ; 
aftrming  the  judgment  of  the  Queen's  Bench. 

Judgment  having  been  entered  for  the  defendants  in  the  Court  be- 
lovr,  upon  demurrer  to  the  return  to  the  mandamus  in  this  case  (see 
vol.  1,  p.  679),  the  prosecutors  brought  error. 

T.  Jones  (Northern  Circuit),  for  the  prosecutors. — First.  The  obli- 
gation imposed  on  the  public  by  sect.  18  of  The  Burial  Act,  18  &  19 
Vict  c.  128,  to  maintain  burial  grounds  in  decent  order,  and  keep  the 
walls  and  fences  in  repair,  extends  to  all  burial  grounds  closed  by 
order  in  council.  [Bramwbll,  B. — If  a  private  burial  ground  is 
closed,  the  proprietor  might  use  that  part  in  which  there  had  been  no 
burials  as  bis  private  property.]  Not  if  it  was  closed  by  order  in 
council,  and  repaired  at  the  public  expense.  The  order  in  council 
would  be  an  assumption  of  authority  over  it,  and  prevent  the  future 
acquisition  of  *profit  from  it.  The  scope  of  the  Act  is  to  give  r^rrriA 
the  Crown,  for  sanitary  purposes,  a  aiscretion  to  close  any  ^ 
burial  grounds,  and  after  they  are  closed  to  keep  them  from  desecra- 
tion. The  true  rule  in  construing  statutes  is  not  to  confine  the  opera- 
tion of  the  enactment  within  any  speoial  words  in  it,  if  the  general 
intent  shows  that  those  words  are  redundant.  Here  sect.  18  enacts 
•*in  every  case  in  which  any  order  in  council  has  been  or  shall  here- 
after be  issued  for  the  discontinuance  of  burials  in  any  churchyard  or 
burial  ground,  the  Burial  Board  or  churchwardens,  as  the  case  may 
be,  shall  maintain  such  churchyard  or  burial  ground  of  any  parish  in 
decent  order,"  &c.  Construing  this  enactment  by  the  above  rule,  the 
words  '^  of  any  parish"  are  redundant;  and  then  the  section  applies  to 
any  burial  ground  in  a  parish  :  or,  the  words  "of  any  parish"  may  be 
read  with  "churchwardens,"  the  intermediate  words  being  put  in  a 
parenthesis.  The  section  provides  for  two  classes  of  burial  grounds : 
first,  those  which  are  under  the  care  of  the  churchwardens;  and 
secondly,  places  for  public  interment  such  as  this,  not  belonging  to  the 
parish.  [Erlk,  C.  J. — Otherwise  the  burial  grounds  of  dissenters 
would  be  excluded  from  the  section.] 

Secondly.  The  liability  to  maintain  this  burial  ground  in  decent 
order  and  repair  its  fences  was  upon  this  joint  Burial  Board.  Any 
number  of  parishes  may  concur  in  providing  one  common  burial 
ground,  and  then  the  Burial  Boards  appointed  for  such  parishes  form 
one  joint  Burial  Board.     [He  referred  to  stat.  15  k  16  Vict.  c.  85,  ss. 
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28,  24,  and  24  &  25  Yict.  c.  61,  s.  21 ;  and  was  then  desired  by  the 
Court  to  reserve  his  further  argument  on  this  question.] 


»705] 


*Mell{shf  for  the  defendants. — On  the  first  point.  Sect.  18  of 
Stat.  18  &  19  Vict.  c.  128,  does  not  apply  to  a  burial  ground 
which  is  the  property  of  private  individuals.  The  Court  cannot  re- 
ject the  words  '*  of  any  parish."  Every  parishioner  has  a  right  to  be 
buried  in  the  churchyard ;  whereas  the  return  states  that  this  burial 
ground  is  the  property  of  certain  private  persons,  and  that  fact  must 
be  taken  as  admitted  on  the  record.  [Bramwell,  B.— Suppose  a 
writ  issued  to  fence  this  burial  ground,  and  the  proprietors  brought 
an  action  of  trespass  quare  clausum  fregit  against  the  Burial  Board?] 
Or  suppose  the  proprietors  did  not  like  the  fence  and  pulled  it  down, 
what  remedy  would  there  be  against  them  ?  [Erle,  C.  J. — That 
reasoning  would  apply  to  the  burial  grounds  of  dissenters.]  Through- 
out the  legislation  upon  this  subject  a  distinction  has  been  made  be- 
tween parochial  burial  grounds,  which  cannot  be  devoted  to  any  other 
purpose,  and  non-parochial  burial  grounds.  [He  referred  to  stat.  16  & 
17  Vict.  c.  134,  ss.  2,  5.]  If  the  parish  wish  that  this  burial  ffround 
should  be  maintained  in  decent  order,  and  its  fences  be  repairea  at  the 
public  expense,  the  vestry  may  purchase  it  under  sect.  8  of  stat.  20  k 
21  Vict.  c.  81. 

Erle,  C.  J. — This  is  a  mandamus  directed  to  the  joint  Burial  Board 
for  the  parishes  of  St.  John,  Westgate,  and  Elswick,  in  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne,  to  maintain  a  burial  ground,  situate  in  the  township  of 
Westgate,  in  decent  order,  and  do  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  walls 
and  fences  thereof.  It  appears  from  the  return  to  the  mandamus  that 
this  burial  ground  is  not  the  burial  ground  of  any  parish,  but  belongs 
to  private  persons. 

♦7061       '^^^  words  of  sect.  18  of  stat.  18  &  19  Vict.  c.  128,  are  •per- 
J  fectly  distinct,  and  show  that  the  duty  of  the  Burial  Board  is 
confined  to  maintaining  the  burial  ground  "of  any  parish ;"  and  this 
is  not  such  a  burial  ground. 

I  was  at  first  persuaded  by  the  argument  of  Mr.  Jones  that  the  in- 
tention of  the  Legislature  was  to  provide  for  maintaining  the  fences 
of  all  burial  grounds  in  which  burials  should  be  discontinued  by  order 
in  council.  But  I  am  now  satisfied  that  such  was  not  the  intention. 
The  section  enacts  that  "  in  every  case"  in  which  an  order  in  council 
is  issued  for  the  discontinuance  of  burials  in  any  churchyard  or  burial 
ground  the  Burial  Board  or  Churchwardens  shall  maintain  such 
churchyard  or  burial  ground  "of  any  parish" — not  " every  church- 
yard or  burial  ground  in  which  burials  are  discontinued."  Mr.  Jones 
argued  that  the  words  *'of  any  parish,"  which  are  clearly  illogical  as 
the  sequence  to  the  first  part  of  the  sentence,  might  be  rejected  as 
insensible,  or  that  they  might  be  transposed  so  as  to  be  read  with  the 
word  "churchwardens."  But  that  is  the  ultima  ratio  when  an  ab- 
surdity would  follow  from  giving  effect  to  the  words  of  an  enactment 
as  they  stand.  If  section  18  applied  to  this  burial  ground,  which  is 
admitted  on  the  record  to  be  a  private  burial  ground,  there  would  be 
so  far  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  private  property.  Moreover,  when 
I  refer  back  to  the  original  statute  for  discontinuing  old  burial 
grounds  and  providing  others,  I  find  a  distinction  made  between  paro- 
chial and  non-parochial  burial  grounds;  and  in  the  subsequent  statute 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  BEST  &  SMITH.    Q.  B  706 

that  distinction  appears  to  have  been  well  before  the  mind  of  the  Le- 
gislature; and  therefore  I  infer  that  when  this  section  was  in  terms 
limited  to  maintaining  the  burial  ground  ^'  of  any  parish/'  those  words 
were  inserted  purposely. 

*For  these  reasons  I  think  I  give  effect  to  the  intention  of    r^*7Qn 
the  Legislature,  and  I  am  certain  I  give  efifect  to  the  words   ^ 
used  by  them,  by  affirming  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench. 

Pollock,  C.  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion,  for  the  reasons  assigned 
by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Erie. 

Bramwsll,  B.,  and  Keating,  J.,  concurred. 

Judgment  affirmed.(a) 

(a)  Before  the  argament  oommenoed,  a  qaeitloD  wm  made  whether  the  Court  fhonld  fit  with 
four  Judges  only. 

Melliah  observed  that  the  case  io  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  was  decided  by  three  Judges. 

Erle,  C.  J. — That  is  a  reason  for  hearing  the  case  in  this  Court  with  four  Judges  only. 

The  Master,  Sir  Archer  Oro/t,  said  that  the  number  of  Judges  necessary  to  form  the  Court 
was  not  fixed. 


MEMORANDUM. 

In  this  Vacation,  Michael  O'Brien,  Esq.,  and  Frederick  Lowten 
Spinks,  Esq.,  were  advanced  to  the  degree  of  the  coif,  when  they  gave 
rings  with  the  motto  "  Aliud  nobis  est  agendum." 


END  OF  BASTBB  VACATION. 


B.  *  B.,  VOL.  II. — 26 
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CASES 

ABOUED  AND  DETERMIHED 

n 

THE    QUEEN'S    BENCH. 

XXV.  VICTORIA.     1862. 


The  Judges  who  usually  sat  in  Banc  in  this  Term,  weref 

COCKBURN,  C.  J.,  CrOMPTON,  J., 

WiGHTMAN,  J.,  Blackburn,  J. 


The  NEWPORT  Dock  Company,  Appellants;  The  Local  Board  of 
Health  for  the  District  of  the  Borough  of  NEWPORT,  in  the 
County  of  MONMOUTH,  Respondents.     June  4. 

LoeaX  Government  Act,  18^,  21  Jt  22  Vict.  c.  98,  s.  55. — Rating  of  dock,  adjuncts^ 

and  railways. 

The  Newport  Dock  Company,  incorporated  under  stat  5  A  6  W.  4,  o.  Izzt.,  were  the  owners 
and  occupiers  of  a  doelc  for  the  reception  of  ohips,  with  quays,  warehouses,  crane«»  weighing 
machines  and  other  works,  and  also  of  railways  or  tramroads  for  transporting  traffic  to  and 
firom  the  dock,  and  communicating  with  their  warehouses  and  with  other  railways.  The  rail- 
ways or  tramroads  were  made  under  the  powers  of  their  Act,  and  were  free  to  the  pahlie  on 
payment  of  certain  tolls.  By  the  Local  Ooycrnment  Act,  1858,  21  A  22  Vict.  o.  98,  ■.  55,  the 
general  district  rates  shall  be  made  and  levied  upon  the  occupier  of  all  such  kinds  of  property 
as  are  assessable  to  the  poor  rate,  subject  to  this,  among  other  exceptions,  that  "  the  occupier 
of  any  land  covered  with  water,  or  used  only  as  a  canal  or  towing  path  for  the  same,  or  at  a 
railway  constructed  under  the  powers  of  any  Act  of  Parliament  for  public  coDTeyaooe^"  i«  to  be 
assessed  at  one  fourth  only  of  the  net  annual  value.    Held, 

1.  That  the  dock  was  <*land  covered  with  water,''  within  the  exception  and  therefore  rateable 
at  one  fourth  only  of  the  net  annual  value. 

2.  That  the  warehouses  and  other  adjuncts  to  the  dock  were  rateable  at  the  net  annual  value. 
.3.  That  the  railways  or  tramroads  were  constructed  "for  public  conveyance"  within  the 

exception,  and  therefore  rateable  at  one  fourth  only  of  the  net  annual  value. 

Case  stated,  under  stat.  12  &  13  Vict.  c.  45,  s.  11. 

The  appellants  were  The  Newport  Dock  Company,  who  are  incor- 
porated under  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  Ixxv.,  and  are  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  docks  with  railways  round  the  same. 
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The  respoi^dents  were  the  Local  Board  of  Health  for  the.  district  of 
the  borough  of  Newport,  in  thecooniyof  MoDmouth,  to  which  borough 
the  provisions  of  The  Public  Health  Act^  1848,  and  The  Local  Gov- 
ernment Act»  1858,  have  been  ddy  applied. 

The  Newport  Dock  Company's  deeB%  railways  and  works  are  situ- 
ate and  being  within  the  district  of  that  Local  Board  of  Health,  and 
the  Dock  Company  are  the  owners  and  occupiers  thereof. 

On  the  7th  day  of  May,  IS&l,  the  respondents  made  a  general  dis- 
trict rate  upon  all  the  rateable  property  in  their  district.  This  rate 
was  duly  published ;  and  in  it  the  Company  were  assessed  as  follows: 


2^ 

NRBMOf 

Occupier. 

Name  of 
Owner. 

I>e0cript1on 

of  Property 

rated. 

roll  not  Annnal 

▼aloe  etated  in 

Poor  rate. 

AMeHaUe 
▼alue. 

Rate  at  U.  4d. 

in  the  poand 

on  hoosei. 

Newport  Dm 

:k  OompaDy. 

Socka. 

12,800L 

fiOOOL 

tS3l.9i.9d. 

*The  next  preceding  poor-rate  for  the  parish  of  St.  Woollos,   r^^i  a 
in  which  parish  the  property  of  the  appellants  is  situate,  and   ^ 
upon  which  rate  the  above-mentioned  general  district  rate  was  founded, 
was  made  and  duly  published  on  the  29th  September,  1860;  and  in  it 
the  Company  were  assessed  in  respect  of  the  same  property  as  follows : 


Deicription  of 
Property  rated. 

Groes 

Estimated 

Rental. 

Bateable 
Talne. 

Bated  at  1«.8(l. 

Dock  and  Feeder. 

12,8002. 

MOOi. 

416LI8f.4(i. 

Notice  of  appeal  to  the  next  general  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  county 
of  Monmouth,  against  the  above  general  district  rate,  was  duly  given 
and  served  by  the  appellants  on  the  respondents,  the  grounds  of  the 
appeal  being  as  follows: — First.  That  the  rate  was  not  assessed  upon 
the  full  net  annual  value  of  the  several  properties,  hereditaments  and 
premises  comprised  in  the  rate,  as  ascertained  by  the  rate  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor  made  next  before  the  making  of  such  general  district 

me. 

Second.  That  The  Newport  Dock  Conxpany  waa  not  in  such  rate 
assessed  in  respect  of  their  docks  and  railways  in  the  proportion  of 
one-fourth  only  of  the  net  annual  value  thereof,  as  provided  by  the 
exceptions,  regulations  and  conditions  contained  in  sect.  55  of  The 
Local  Government  Act,  1858. 

Third.  That  The  Newport  Dock  Company  was  in  such  rate  assessed 
unequally  and  unfairly  as  compared  with  other  owners  and  occupiers 
of  property,  hereditaments  *and  premises  in  and  by  such  rate  rnyi  i 
rated,  and  especially  as  compared  with  The  Monmouthshire  ^ 
Railway  and  Canal  Company  and  The  South  Wales  Railway  Companv. 

By  The  Local  Government  Act,  1858,  21  k  22  Vict.  c.  98,  s.  55,  it 
is  enacted  as  follows : 
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**  The  general  district  rates  shall  be  made  and  levied  upon  the  oc- 
cupier of  all  such  kinds  of  property  as  by  the  laws  in  force  for  the 
time  being  are  or  may  be  assessable  to  any  rate  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  and  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  full  net  annual  value  of  such 
property,  ascertained  by  the  rate  (if  any)  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
made  next  before  the  making  of  the  assessments  under  this  Act,  sub- 
ject, however,  to  the  following  exceptions,  regulations,  and  condi- 
tions ;"  and  amongst  these  exceptions  is  as  follows : — "  The  owner  of 
any  tithes,  or  of  any  tithe  commutation  rent  charge,  or  the  occupier 
of  any  land  used  as  arable,  meadow,  or  pasture  ground  only,  or  as 
woodlands,  market  gardens,  or  nursery  grounds,  and  the  occupier  of 
any  land  covered  with  water,  or  used  only  as  a  canal  or  towing  path 
for  the  same,  or  as  a  railway  constructed  under  the  powers  of  any  Act 
of  Parliament  for  public  conveyance,  shall  be  assessed  in  respect  of 
the  same  in  the  proportion  of  one-fourth  part  only  of  such  net  annual 
value  thereof." 

Tn  the  poor  rate  there  are  two  columns,  the  one  headed  "Gross 
estimated  rental,"  and  the  other  headed  '' Rateable  value,"  and  the 
general  district  rate  is  to  be  assessed  upon  the  full  net  annual  value  d 
such  property  ascertained  by  the  poor  rate.  This  ''full  net  annual 
value,"  it  was  submitted  by  the  appellants,  must,  for  the  purposes  of 
a  general  district  rate  by  the  Local  Board  of  Health,  be  in  each  in- 
stance the  amount  carried  out,  and  appearing  in  the  columns  of  the 
poor  rate  headed  "  Rateable  value." 

*7121  *^^  ^^®  P^^^  ^*^®'  ^^®  ^^^^  ^^  ^^®  docks  covered  with  water, 
^  and  the  landing  places  and  wharfs  and  quays  and  railways  alone 
the  property  of  the  Dock  Company,  for  transporting  traffic  to  and 
from  the  docks,  and  communicating  with  the  warehouses  and  with  other 
railways,  and  the  coal  hoists,  and  machinery  for  opening  and  shutting 
the  dock  gates,  ko.,  are  included  in  the  description  of  "dock  and 
feeder,"  the  rateable  value  of  which  is  as.sessed  at  6000?. 

In  the  general  district  rate  appealed  against,  the  same  property  of 
the  Dock  Company  is  described  as  "docks,"  and  incorrectly,  as  the 
appellants  contended.  The  column  in  that  rate  headed  "  Full  net  an* 
nual  value  stated  in  Poor  rate,"  is  filled  up  with  the  sum  of  12,8002., 
which  is  stated  in  the  poor  rate  to  be  the  gross  estimated  rental  of  the 
"dock  and  feeder;"  but  in  the  column  headed  "Assessable  value^ 
the  sum  carried  out  is  the  sum  of  5000?.,  which  is  stated  in  the  poor 
rate  to  be  the  rateable  value,  and  the  appellants  are  in  the  general 
district  rate  in  fact  assessed  on  the  full  amount  of  the  last  mentioned 
sum  and  that  only. 

The  respondents  contended  that,  whether  or  not  the  word  "  net" 
were  correct  as  used,  the  rate  was  good,  and  the  rate  upon  the  parties 
was  not  in  any  way  affected  by  the  column  in  question. 

The  Newport  Docks  and  the  railways  and  works  were  made  and 
maintained  under  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Act  of  Parliament  5  &  6 
W.  4,  c.  Ixxv.,  and  The  Newport  (Monmouthshire)  Docks  Act,  1864; 
and  by  sect.  138  of  the  first  mentioned  Act  the  docks,  roads  and  works 
are  made  free  to  the  public  on  payment  of  the  stipulated  rates,  tolls 
and  duties. 

The  appellants  contended  that  the  area  of  their  docks,  as  being 
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'*land  covered  with  water/'  and  also  that  their  *railway8  on  and  r»i7iQ 
over  the  quays  and  other  portions  of  their  property,  and  the  ^ 
dock  appliances  on  and  along  the  quays,  such  as  cranes,  weighing 
machines,  staiths,  &c.,  came  within  the  exception  above  set  out  and 
contained  m  the  65th  section  of  The  Local  Government  Act,  1858 ;  and 
that  they  ought  to  be  assessed  in  the  proportion  of  one-fourth  part  only 
of  the  net  annual  value  thereof,  ascertained  by  the  poor  rate  aforesaid, 
and  at  the  rate  of  ^d,  in  the  pound  as  on  land,  and  not  at  the  rate  of 
Is.  4dL  in  the  pound  as  on  houses,  &c., — being  after  the  same  rate  as 
The  Monmouthshire  Railway  and  Canal  Company  and  The  South 
Wales  Railway  Company  were  respectively  in  the  same  rate  assessed 
in  respect  of  their  railways  and  canal. 

K  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  appellants'  contention 
was  correct  in  whole  or  in  part,  then  the  assessment  of  The  Newport 
Dock  Company  to  the  general  district  rate  appealed  against  was  to  be 
amended,  and  the  appellants  were  to  stand  rated  as  upon  the  sum  of 
12502.,  being  one-fourth  part  of  the  sum  of  5000Z.  ascertained  by  the 
poor  rate  to  be  the  net  annual  value  of  the  Company's  docks  and  rail- 
ways, and  at  the  rate  of  M.  in  the  pound  as  on  land,  or  otherwise  as 
the  Court  might  direct. 

Lttsh  {Milward  with  him),  for  the  respondents.— First.  By  The 
Local  Government  Act,  1858,  21  &  22  Vict.  c.  98,  s.  65,  the  general 
district  rates  shall  be  made  and  levied  upon  the  occupier  of  all  such 
kinds  of  property  as  are  assessable  to  tne  poor  rate,  subject  to  this, 
among  other  exceptions,  that  *'the  occupier  of  any  land  used  as 
arable,  meadow,  or  pasture  ground  only,  or  as  woodlands,  market 
gardens,  or  nursery  grounds,  and  the  occupier  of  any  land  covered 
with  water,  or  used  only  as  a  canal  or  *towing  path  for  the 
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of  Parliament  for  public  conveyance,  shall  be  assessed  in  respect  of 
the  same  in  the  proportion  of  one-fourth  part  only  of  such  net  annual 
value  thereof"  These  docks  are  not  within  the  exception.  In  Reg. 
v.  The  Birmingham  Waterworks  Company,  1  B.  &  S.  84  (E.  C.  L.  R. 
vol.  101),  a  reservoir  was  held  to  be  within  the  words  'Mand  covered 
with  water"  in  the  Birmingham  Improvement  Act,  14  &  15  Vict.  o. 
cxiii.  But  in  Reg.  v.  Peto,  2  E.  &  E.  144  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  102),  de- 
cided  upon  The  Watching  and  Lighting  Act,  3  &  4  W.  4,  c.  90,  s.  S3, 
by  which  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  houses,  buildings  and  property 
(other  than  land)  were  to  be  rated  three  times  higher  than  the  owners 
and  occupiers  of  land,  the  majority  of  the  Court  held  that  the  basin 
of  the  Victoria  London  Docks  was  not  within  the  words  ''  other  than 
land,"  and  therefore  was  rateable  at  the  higher  rate.  The  dock  Com- 
pany is  interested  in  the  lighting  and  cleansing  of  the  streets  as 
much  as  householders  are.  The  basin  in  the  docks  for  the  reception 
of  ships  would  be  of  no  value  without  the  adjuncts  of  wharfs,  quays, 
warehouses,  &c.,  and  therefore  cannot  be  separated  from  them  in 
rating. 

Secondly,  if  the  docks  are  treated  as  "  land  covered  with  water,"  the 
buildings  and  other  adjuncts  could  not  be  intended  to  be  within  the 
exception ;  and  therefore  should  be  rated  at  the  higher  rate :  The 
South  AVales  Railway  Company,  appts.,  The  Swansea  Local  Board  of 
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Health,  respts.,  4  E.  &  B.  189,  195,  196  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  82),  per  Lord 
Campbell. 

Thirdly.  These  railways  or  tramways  were  construoted  as  accessory 
to  the  docks,  and  not  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  as  the  rail- 
*7I51  ^*^  ^°  ^^^  South  Wales  Railway  *Company,  appts^  The 
-*  Swansea  Local  Board  of  Health,  respts.,  which,  by  the  special 
Act  of  that  Company,  was  to  be  rioed  at  one-fourth  of  its  net 
annual  value  only.  Also  the  use  of  them  by  the  public  is  permissive 
only. 

Bovill  {H.  S.  Oiffard  with  him),  for  the  appellants. — ^First.  As  to 
the  docks,  the  present  case  is  not  distinguishable  from  Beg.  v.  The 
Birmingham  Waterworks  Company,  1  B.  &  S.  84  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol 
101);  various  works  contemplated  by  The  Local  Government  Act, 
1868,  21  &  22  Vict.  c.  98,  e.  g,,  scavengering,  are  not  required  for  the 
basin  in  the  docks,  which  is  "  land  covered  with  water;"  and  therefore 
the  Legislature  intended  it  to  be  rated  at  the  lower  rate.  In  Beg.  v. 
Peto,  2  E.  &  E.  144  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  102),  it  was  difficult  to  say  that 
because  land  was  covered  with  water  it  was  '^  other  than  land"  within 
the  meaning  of  stat.  8  &  4  W.  4,  c.  90,  s.  38. 

Secondly.  The  buildings,  cranes,  weighing  machines,  &c.,  are 
adjuncts  to  the  docks,  and  shouljd  be  rated  with  them.  [Blackburn, 
J. — In  the  South  Wales  Bail  way  Company,  appts..  The  Swansea 
Local  Board  of  Health,  respts.,  4  E.  &  B.  189  (E.  C.L.  R.  vol.  82), 
they  were  severed.]  If  they  are  severable  it  must  be  conceded  that 
they  are  not  within  the  exception  in  sect.  65  of  stat.  21  &  22  Vict 
c.  98. 

Thirdly.  These  railways  or  tramroads  were  constructed  under  stat. 
6  &  6  W.  4,  c.  Ixxv.  s.  2,  by  which  the  Company  were  empowered, 
not  only  to  make  a  dock  for  the  reception  of  ships  in  the  port  of 
Newport,  with  locks,  piers  and  other  works  and  conveniences  for  the 
entrance  and  egress  of  ships  into  and  from  the  dock,  and  with  wharfs, 
quays,  warehouses,  landing  places,  cranes,  weighing  machines,  reser- 
*7161  ^^^^®  ^^^  other  works  and  conveniences,  *but  also  "  to  make 
-*  and  maintain  a  railway  or  tramroad,  with  necessary  turn-outs 
and  conveniences,  for  the  passage  of  carriages  properly  constructed, 
along  or  near  to  the  western  bank  of  the  Mcmmouthshire  Canal,  from 
a  certain  place  in  the  town  of  Newport,  called  '  The  Newport  Tunnel/ 
to  the  western  margin  of  the  said  canal,"  and  another  railway  or 
tramroad  from  the  termination  of  the  first-mentioned  railway  or  tram- 
road,  passing  over  the  canal,  and  thence  along  and  round  the  sides  of 
the  dock.  By  sects.  9  and  11  the  Company  were  required  to  com- 
plete the  first-mentioned  railway  or  tramroad,  and  also  the  continua- 
tion of  that  railway  or  tramroad  by  means  of  the  railway  or  tramroad 
around  the  dock,  so  that  it  might  be  fit  for  the  use  of  the  public 
within  two  years  from  the  passing  of  the  Act.  By  sect  138,  *'tbe 
said  dock,  roads,  and  works  shall  be  free,  and  all  the  King's  subjects 
may  have  and  enjoy  the  free  use  thereof,  at  all  proper  and  reasonable 
ti  mes  of  the  day  and  night,  without  interruption,  hindrance,  er  obstruction 
from  any  person  whomsoever,"  subject  to  the  payment  of  certain 
rates,  tolls,  and  duties  ''and  subject  to  the  rules,  orders,  and  regula- 
tions which  shall  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  the  said  dock  Com- 
pany by  virtue  of  the  powers  by  this  Act  granted."     By  sect.  146  it 
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shall  be  lawful  for  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  lands  adjoining  the  first- 
mentioned  railway  or  tramroad  to  construct  collateral  branches  from 
their  lands  to  communicate  with  the  said  railway  or  tramroad  for  the 
passage  of  horses  and  carriages  upon  or  into  and  along  the  same. 
These  railways  or  tramroads  therefore  come  directly  within  the  descrip- 
tion of  "  land  used  as  a  railway  constructed  under  the  powers  of  any 
Act  of  Parliament  for  public  conveyance"  in  stat.  21  &  22  Vict.  c.  98, 
8. 55.  [Ckompton,  J. — If  the  Legislature  had  intended  to  *except  ^^„.  - 
onlya  railway  forthepublicconveyanceof  passengers,  they  would  ■- 
have  said  so,  instead  of  using  the  general  term  **  for  public  conveyance."] 

Lfish,  in  reply. — Looking  at  the  other  words  with  which  the  term 
*'  land  covered  with  water"  is  associated  in  stat.  21  &  22  Vict.  c.  98,  s.  55, 
it  was  intended  to  apply  to  ponds,  lakes  and  other  reservoirs  for  holding 
water,  which  would  receive  no  benefit  from  the  works  contemplated 
by  that  Act;  and  not  to  basins  in  docks,  which  are  capable  of  receiv- 
ing the  same  benefit  from  such  works  as  the  other  parts  of  the  docks. 

The  railways  or  tramroads  are  an  adjunct  to  the  docks :  they  were 
made  by  the  Company  for  their  own  purposes,  and  are  to  be  used  only 
by  that  portion  of  the  public  who  use  the  docks.  The  whole  of  the 
premises  of  the  Company  are  to  be  taken  together^  as  one  great  com- 
mercial establishment:  JEleg.  v.  Peto,  2  E.  &  E.  144  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol. 
102). 

CocKBURN,  0.  J. — On  the  main  question, — whether  the  dock  is  to  be 
rated  on  the  higher  or  on  the  lower  scale,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  case 
falls  within  the  principle  of  the  decision  in  Beg.  v.  The  Birmingham 
Waterworks  Company,  1  B.  &  S.  84  (E.G.  L.  R.  vol.  101).  If  the  dock, 
with  the  surrounding  buildings,  were  taken  as  a  whole,  it  would  becomia 
something  more  than  *'  land  covered  with  water;"  but  that  part  which  is 
the  basin  or  reservoir  is  within  that  description ;  and  there  seems  to 
be  good  reason  why  the  Legislature  used  so  wide  and  comprehensive 
a  term,  because  the  rate  levied  under  The  Local  Government  Act, 
1858,  being  for  particular  sanitary  purposes,  when  land  is  used  for 
agriculture  or  gardens,  or  for  purposes  in  which  it  is  *neces-  r#7io 
sary  that  it  should  be  covered  with  water,  the  owner  or  occu-  '- 
pier  has  not  the  same  benefit  from  the  objects  carried  out  by  the  rate 
as  the  owner  of  houses  and  other  buildings,  and  therefore  it  is  reason- 
able that  he  should  be  assessed  at  the  lower  rate.  It  is  not,  however, 
necessary  to  speculate,  when  the  language  used  by  the  Legislature, 
according  to  its  ordinary  meaning,  comprehends  the  subject-matter  in 
question.  If  it  was  not  intended  to  include  this  dock  within  the  ex- 
ception in  sect.  55;  the  generality  of  the  term  must  be  restricted  by 
further  legislation. 

Mr.  Bovill  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  second  point,  and  to  admit 
that  the  warehouses  and  other  adjuncts  must  be  treated  as  severable 
from  the  dock,  and  therefore  not  within  the  exception  in  sect.  55. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  railway  or  tramroad  is  not  merely  a  road 
of  a  private  character;  it  connects  the  docks  with  the  Monmouthshire 
Canal,  and  with  other  railways;  and  it  is  open  to  the  public  upon 
payment  of  tolls:  it  is,  within  the  language  of  sect.  55,  "a  railway 
constructed  forpublic  conveyance,"  and  therefore  is  to  be  rated  on  the 
lower  scale.  W  hat  is  to  be  considered  as  part  of  a  railway  for  this 
purpose  was  decided  in  The  South  Wales  Railway  Company,  appts., 
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The  Swansea  Local  Board  of  Health,  respts^  4  E.  &  B.  189  (E.  C.  L. 
R.  vol  82). 

Grompton  and  Blackburn,  J  J.,  concurred. 

Mellor,  J.,  came  into  Court  during  the  argument,  and  took  no  part 
in  the  judgment.  Rate  to  be  amended,  without  costs. 


*719]  *The  QUEEN  v.  ROBERT  WARTON  the  younger.    June  4. 
Commiasibners  of  sewers. — Presentment — Order  Jor  repairs, — 3  <fc4  W.  4,  <?.  22, «.  13. 

Stat  3  4  4  W.  4,  0. 23,  s.  13,  reciting  that  doubts  had  arisen  whether  a  presentment  of  a  jury 
was  not  necessary  on  eaeh  and  every  oooasion  to  repair  works  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Com- 
missioners of  Sewers,  enacts  that  whenever  under  any  commission  a  jury  shall  have  preeented 
that  any  person  is  liable  to  repair  any  defence,  wall,  Ac,  in  respect  of  any  lands,  Ac,  it  shall 
not  afterwards,  during  the  continuance  of  such  commission,  be  necessary  to  inquire  by  jury  and 
obtain  a  presentment  upon  any  subsequent  wants  of  reparation  of  the  same  defences,  walls,  Ac, 
but  such  person  so  presented,  and  the  owners  and  occupiers  for  the  time  being  of  sueh  lands, 
Ac,  shall  be  liable  from  time  to  time  to  repair  such  defences,  walls,  Ac,  according  to  suoh  pre- 
sentment; and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Commissioners  to  order  the  same  to  be  repaired  by 
such  person  from  time  to  time  during  the  continuance  of  such  commission  accordingly.  Under 
a  commission  issued  in  1850,  a  jury  in  1851  presented  that  S.  A.,  being  owner  of  lands  in  C. 
Marshes,  was  liable  to  repair  a  certain  sea  wall.  '  By  an  order  made  in  1800  under  the  tame 
Commission,  upon  the  evidence  of  the  marsh  bailiff,  that  the  defendant  was  owner  of  the  C. 
Marshes,  and  upon  the  depositions  of  the  marsh  baililT,  and  the  expenditor  and  an  indilTerent 
person,  it  was  ordered  that  the  defendant  do  repair  the  sea  wall  on  C.  Marshes.  Upon  cer- 
tiorari, held  that  the  order  was  bad,  on  the  ground  that  the  above  enactment  did  not  antho- 
rlxe  the  Commissioners  to  make  the  order  without  a  presentmeDt  of  ownership  by  a  jury ;  and 
ttmble,  per  Cockbum,  C.  J.,  and  Crompton,  J.,  also  on  the  ground  that  the  fact  of  want  of  repair 
of  the  sea  wall  had  not  been  ascertained  according  to  law. 

In  Michaelmas  Term,  1861,  Slammera  obtained  a  rule  calling  upon 
the  Commissioners  of  Sewers  for  the  levels  within  the  limits  of  the 
several  parishes  of  Fobbing,  Corringham,  Stanford-le-Hope,  Mucking, 
Laindon  Dunton,  Little  Warley,  and  Vange,  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
to  show  cause  why  certain  presentments  and  orders  (which  had  been 
brought  up  by  certiorari),  made  at  Courts  of  Sewers  held  respectively 
on  the  26th  July,  1860.  and  the  30th  May,  1861,  before,  &c.,  touching 
the  ownership  by  the  defendant,  Robert  Warton  the  younger,  of  oer- 
«7901  ^^"  marshes,  called  Currey  Marshes,  in  Stanford-Ie-Hope,  *and 
^  his  liability  to  repair  the  sea  wall  on  the  said  marshes,  should 
not  be  quashed. 

The  first  order  or  presentment  purported  to  have  been  made  at  a 
Session  and  general  Court  of  Sewers  held  for  the  levels  within  the 
limits  of  the  said  parishes  or  in  the  borders  or  confines  of  the  same, 
and  within  the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Commission  of  Sewers 
issued  under  the  Great  Seal,  on  the  8th  November,  in  the  14th  year 
of  the  present  reign,  at,  &c.  (being  a  place  within  the  distance  of  ten 
miles  from  the  limits  of  the  said  commission),  on  Thursday,  the  26th 
July,  1860,  before,  &c.,  and  was  as  follows : 

''  At  this  Court  it  appears  upon  the  evidence  of  Henry  Saokett,  the 
marsh  bailiff,  that  Robert  Warton,  Esq.,  is  now  the  owner  of  certain 
marshes  called  Currey  Marshes,  in  the  parish  of  Stanford-le-Hope,  late 
belonging  to  Stephen  Allen. 

"Also  at  this  Court,  upon  taking  the  depositions  on  oath  of  Henry 
Sackett  the  marsh  bailiff,  John  Blyth,  the  expenditor,  and  William 
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Eastwood,  an  indiflFerent  person,  It  is  ordered  that  Robert  Warton, 
Esq.,  do  repair  the  sea  wall  on  the  Gurrey  Marshes,  in  the  parish  of 
Stanford-le-Hope,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say,  ko.,  and  that  he 
do  complete  all  the  said  several  repairs  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
November  next,  under  the  several  penalties  following  (that  i^  to  say); 
as  to  the  repairs  firstly  hereinbefore  mentioned,  of  201. ;  as  to  the  re- 
pairs* secondly  hereinbefore  mentioned,  of  40?.;  as  to  the  repairs 
thirdly  hereinbefore  mentioned,  of  SOL ;  and  as  to  the  repairs  fourthly 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  of  202." 

The  second  order  or  presentment  purported  to  have  been  made  at 
the  first  general  Session  and  Court  of  Sewers  for  the  levels  within  the 
limits  of  the  same  ^parishes,  with  all  other  marshes,  meadows,  r«'^21 
and  oozy  grounds  within  the  limits  aforesaid  in  the  said  *- 
eoQDty,  or  in  the  borders  or  confines  of  the  same,  and  within  the  limits 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  Commission  of  Sewers  issued  under  the  Great 
Seal  on  the  19th  November,  in  the  24th  year  of  the  present  reign, 
holden  at  the  same  place,  on  Wednesday,  the  80th  May,  1861,  before, 
&e. ;  and  was  as  follows : 

"At  this  Court  it  appearing  upon  the  evidence  of  the  said  John 
Blyth  that  Bobert  Warton,  Esq.,  had  not  complied  with  the  order 
made  upon  him*at  the  last  Court,  to  repair  and  make  good  the  sea  wall 
on  Currey  Marsh  Farm ;  It  was  resolved  and  ordered  that  the  Clerk 
do  forthwith  give  notice  to  the  said  Robert  Warton  that  he  immedi- 
ately continue  to  make  good  and  complete  the  said  repairs  in  obedience 
to  and  in  accordance  with  the  order  made  at  the  last  Court,  and  that 
if  the  same  be  not  completed  on  or  before  the  80th  day  of  July  next, 
the  penalties  referi:ed  to  in  the  said  order  be  enforced  under  the  same 
order." 

A  notice  served  on  the  defendant  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing 
order  recited,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers  for 
the  levels  within  the  limits  of  the  same  parishes,  holden  on  the  18th 
September,  A.  D.  1851,  "it  was  duly  presented  by  a  jury  then  lawfully 
impannelled  and  sworn  in  that  behalf,  amongst  other  things,  that  the 
several  persons  mentioned  and  described  in  the  second  part  of  the 
schedules  thereunder  written  or  thereunto  annexed,  being  owners  of 
the  several  lands  and  hereditaments  set  out  opposite  to  their  respective 
names  and  descriptions  in  the  said  second  part  of  each  such  schedules, 
and  their  ancestors  and  predecessors,  owners  of  the  same  lands  and 
hereditaments,  had  from  time  immemorial  been  used  and  *ac-  r^^oo 
customed  to  support  and  repair,  and  of  right  ought  to  have  '-  . 
supported,  maintained,  and  repaired,  at  their  own  respective  costs  and 
charges,  the  several  and  respective  (j^uantities  of  walling  within  the 
limits  and  jurisdiction  aforesaid  mentioned  and  set  forth  in  the  second 
part  of  the  same  several  schedules  respectively  opposite  the  respective 
names  and  descriptions  of  the  said  several  persons,  by  the  reason  of 
the  tenure  of  their  said  respective  lands  ana  hereditaments;  and  that 
the  said  several  persons  named  and  mentioned  in  the  said  several 
schedules  were  then  the  owners  of  the  lands  and  hereditaments  therein 
set  opposite  to  such  their  respective  names  and  descriptions,  and  by 
reason  of  the  tenure  of  the  lands  and  hereditaments  respectively  were 
then  liable  and  ought  o(  right  to  support,  maintain,  and  repair,  and 
keep  in  good  and  sufficient  repair,  at  their  own  respective  costs  and 
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charges,  the  several  and  respective  quantities  of  walling  within  the 
limits  and  jurisdiction  aforesaid  mentioned  and  set  forth  in  the  said 
second  part  of  the  same  several  schedules  respectively  opposite  to 
their  respective  names  and  descriptions  and  at  the  respective  parts  and 
places  therein  also  mentioned  and  described,  so  as  to  prevent  the  in- 
flux of  the  waters  from  the  rivers  and  creeks  surrounding  an4  near 
the  levels  aforesaid  (in  all  of  which  said  rivers  and  creeks  the  tides 
and  waters  of  the  sea  did  then  and  still  do  flow  and  reflow).  And 
whereas,  by  the  second  part  of  one  of  the  schedules  in  the  said  pre- 
sentment contained,  it  was  stated  and  alleged  that  one  Stephen  Allen 
was  then  the  owner  and  occupier  of  part  of  certain  marshes  called 
Gurrey  Marshes,  in  the  parish  of  Stanford-leUope,  containing  107 
acres  and  8  perches,  of  which  said  presentment  notice  was  duly  served 
upon  the  said  Stephen  Allen,  but  he  did  not  traverse  the  same,  and 
*7231  ^^^  ^'^  '^'presentment  was  thereupon  duly  confirmed,  but  the 
^  said  Stephen  Allen  nevertheless  afterwards  duly  paid  the  marsh 
lots  assessed  in  respect  of  his  said  portion  of  the  Gurrey  Marshes  down 
to  the  time  of  the  finding  of  yourself  as  owner  thereof  as  next  herein- 
after mentioned." 

The  notice  then  recited  the  decree  and  order  made  at  the  Court  of 
Sewers  on  the  26th  July,  1860,  and  that  the  defendant  had  then  due 
notice  thereof;  and  that  it  was  proved  unto  the  said  Gommissioners, 
under  a  new  commission  for  the  said  levels,  at  the  Gourt  held  on  the 
80th  May,  1861,  that  the  defendant  had  not  repaired  the  sea  wall  as 
by  the  decree  and  order  he  was  directed ;  and  concluded  thus : 

"Now  I,  the  undersigned  Thomas  Morgan  Gepp,  clerk  to  theaaid 
Gommissioners,  therefore  hereby  give  you  notice  to  appear  before  the 
said  last-mentioned  Gommissioners  on  Thursday,  the  1st  day  of  August 
next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  at  The  George  Inn,  in  Orsett,  in 
the  county  of  Essex,  to  show  cause  why  you  have  not  repaired  the 
same,  and  why  you  should  not,  for  such  your  default,  be  fined  by  us 
in  the  several  different  sums  aforesaid.  T.  M.  Gspp, 

"Ghelmsford,  Essex." 

The  affidavit  of  Henry  Sackett,  in  opposition  to  the  rule,  stated  that 
he  was  appointed  as  the  collector  and  expenditor  of  the  marsh  lots  or 
marsh  rates  for  the  levels  within  the  limits  of  the  said  parishes  in 
February,  1857;  and  continued  to  act  as  such  down  to  the  month  of 
July,  1857,  when  he  resigned  the  said  offices,  on  being  appointed  marsh 
bailiff  for  the  said  levels;  that,  during  the  whole  of  his  term  of  office 
*7^41  ^^  ^^^^  collector  and  expenditor,  he  regularly  received  from 
^  Stephen  Allen  the  ^annual  marsh  lots  assessed  in  respect  of 
ihe  Gurrey  Marshes,  of  which  he  had  been  presented  as  the  owner  by 
a  jury  at  a  Gourt  held  for  the  said  levels  on  the  18th  September,  1851, 
and  at  a  previous  Gourt  under  a  former  commission,  and  Stephen 
Allen  never  disputed  or  denied  his  liability  to  pay  the  said  marsh 
lots ;  that  his  report  as  marsh  bailiff  to  the  Court  of.Sewers,  held  on 
the^6th.July,  1860,  that  the  defendant  had  become  the  owner  of  the 
said  marshes  lately  belonging  to  Stephen  Allen  was  founded  upon  in- 
quiries made  by  him  from  Mr.  Morley,  the  then  tenant  of  the  said 
marshes,  who  informed  him  that  the  defendant  had  become  the  land- 
llord  thereof;  and  upon  the  fact  that  he  had,  previous  to  July,  1860, 
corresponded  with  the  defendant  in  reference  to  the  repairs  of  the  sea 
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wall  on  the  said  marshes,  and  in  sach  correspondence  he  had  treated 
the  defendant  as  the  owner  thereof,  and  the  defendant  had  not,  in 
such  correspondence,  denied  that  he  was  such  owner;  and  upon  gen- 
eral local  reputation  that  Stephen  Allen  had  given  up  the  said  tharshes 
to  his  son  in  law  the  defendant. 

The  affidavit  of  Thomas  Morgan  Gepp,  the  clerk  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, ptated  that,  on  the  8th  November,  1850,  a  new  Commission 
of  Sewers  for  the  said  levels  was  duly  issued,  as  is  usual  in  every 
tenth  year;  and  at  a  Court  held  on  the  18th  September,  1851,  a  jury, 
summoned  in  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Parliament  (8  &  4  W.  4,  c. 
22)  for  the  purpose  of  finding  the  ownership  and  liabilities  undef  such 
new  Commission,  presented  as  follows:  [The  presentment  was  as  re- 
cited in  the  notice  served  on  the  defendant  by  the  marsh  bailifi^.J  The 
affidavit  also  set  outran  extract  from  the  second  part  of  the  first  sche- 
dule to  the  said  presentments,  showing  that  '^'Stephen  Allen  r^tyo^ 
was  owner  and  occupier  of  part  of  Currey  Marshes,  and  speci-  ^  ^ 
fying  the  quantity  of  land  held  by  him,  and  the  description  of  walling 
which  he  was  liable  to  repair.  The  affidavit  then  stated  that,  in  pur- 
suance of  an  order  of  the  Cotirt,  the  deponent  served  on  Stephen  Al- 
len a  copy  of  the  presentment  and  of  the  schedule  thereto,  so  far  as  it 
aflfected  him,  and  a  notice  of  the  day  and  hour  of  holding  an  adjourned 
Court,  at  which  he  might  traverse  the  presentment  if  he  thought  him- 
self aggrieved  by  it ;  and  that  Stephen  Allen  did  not  traverse  the 
presentment,  and  the  same,  and  the  schedule,  were  therefore,  by  an 
order  of  the  said  Court,  confirmed. 

Lush  {Tindal  Atkinson  with  him),  for  the  prosecutors. — The  first 
objection  is  that  the  presentment  made  by  the  marsh  baili£^  at  the 
Court  holden  on  the  26th  July,  1860,  that  the  defendant  was  then 
owner  of  the  Currey  Marshes,  was  insufficient  to  found  the  order  upon 
him  to  repair  the  sea  wall  in  question ;  and  that  such  an  order  can 
only  legally  be  made  upon  a  presentment  by  a  juryi  But  it  appears 
from  the  affidavit  of  the  clerk  to  the  Commissioners  that  a  jury  had 
presented  the  persons  liable  to  repair  the  sea  wall  ratione  tenures,  and 
the  extent  of  their  liability.  [Bovill  objected  that  the  affidavits 
filed  on  showing  cause  could  not  oe  looked  at.  Blaokbubv,  J. — One 
of  the  questions  is,  whether  the  facts  stated  in  the  affidavits  make  the 
order  good :  we  bust  look  at  them  in  order  to  determine  that.]  After 
a  presentment  bf  the  liability  of  the  land,  a  change  of  ownership 
during  the  coniinuance  of  the  same  Commission  need  not  be  pre- 
sented ;  but  the  Commissioners  may  act  on  their  own  knowledge,  or 
on  information  given  *by  their  officers.  At  common  law  there  r*70A 
was  a  doubt  whether  every  order  for  repair  must  not  have  ■- 
been  founded  on  the  fact  of  want  of  repair  found  by  a  jury.  [Black- 
burn, J. — In  the  form  of  commission  given  in  stat.  28  H.  8,  c.  5,  s.  3, 
the  Commissioners  were  among  other  things  to  inquire  by  a  jury  of 
the  shire  or  place  where  any  defaults  or  annoyances  be,  "  through 
whose  default  the  said  hurts  and  damages  have  happened,  and  who 
hath  or  holdeth  any  lands  or  tenement,  or  oommon  of  pasture,  or 
profit  of  fishing;"  and  that  inquiry  involved  two  questions — was  the 
wall  out  of  repair,  and  if  it  were,  who  ought  to  repair,  i.  e.  who  holds 
the  lands  liable  to  repair?]  That  inquiry  took  place  on  the  first 
presentment.     The  practice  under  that  statute  was  to  notify  a  change 
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of  ownership,  not  to  present  it.  Stat.  8  &  4  W.  4,  c.  22,  s.  IS,  was 
intended  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  summoning  a  jury  on  every  oc- 
casion either  of  repair  becoming  necessary  or  of  change  of  ownership ; 
after  reciting  '*  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether  a  presentment  of 
a  jury  is  not  necessary  on  each  and  every  occasion  to  repair  defences 
and  works  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Commissioners  of  Sewers,"  it 
enacts,  "That  whenever,  under  any  commission  now  in  force  or 
which  shall  hereafter  issue,  a  jury  shall  have  found  and  presented 
that  any  person,  body  politic  or  corporate,  is  or  are  liable  to  and 
ought  to  maintain  and  repair  or  contribute  to  the  maintenance  and 
repair  of  any  defence,  wall,  bank,  sewer,  or  other  work  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Commission  of  Sewers  acting  under  or  by  virtue 
of  such  Commission,  in  respect  of  any  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ments, or  common  of  pasture,  or  profit  of  fishing,  it  shall  not  after- 
wards, during  the  continuance  of  such  commission,  be  necessary  to 
«7^71  ^^?^^^®  by  jury  and  ^obtain  a  presentment  upon  any  subse- 
J  quent  wants  of  amendment  and  reparation  of  the  same  de- 
fences, walls,  banks,  sewers,  or  works,  or  any  of  them,  but  such 
person,  body  politic  or  corporate,  so  presented  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
owners  and  occupiers  for  the  time  being  of  such  lands,  tenements,  or 
hereditaments,  or  common  of  pasture,  or  profit  of  fishing,  shall  be 
liable  from  time  to  time  to  maintain  and  repair  or  contribute  to  the 
maintenance  and  repair  of  such  defences,  walls,  banks,  sewers,  and 
other  works,  according  to  such  presentment;  and  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers  to  decree,  order,  and  direct 
the  same  to  be  maintained  and  repaired  by  such  person,  body  politic 
or  corporate,  from  time  to  time  during  the  continuance  of  such  com- 
mission accordingly."  This  section  enables  the  Commissioners  to 
make  an  order  without  a  fresh  presentment  upon  the  person  or  body 
found  liable  by  the  original  presentment,  or  upon  the  present  owners 
or  occupiers;  "such  person,  body  politic  or  corporate"  must  be  rc»d 
as  including  "the  owners  and  occupiers  for  the  time  being." 

The  second  objection  is,  that  the  defendant  had  no  notice  of  the 
presentment.  But  with  respect  to  a  wall  being  out  of  repair,  notice 
is  not  necessary  before  repairs  are  ordered  to  be  done.  (He  cited 
Callis  on  Sewers  127).  [Crompton,  J. — In  analogy  to  every  process 
of  law  there  should  be  a  notice  to  .the  party,  that  he  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  showing  that  he  is  not  owner,  or  that  no  repairs  are 
necessary,  as  the  case  may  be.]  Promptitude  is  necessary,  because 
the  danger  may  be  imminent;  and  for  that  reason  if  a  person  were 
found  liable  to  repair  a  bank,  and  he  removed  the  inquisition  into 
this  Court,  the  Court  would  not  quash  it  unless  he  first  repaired  the 
«79ftl   ^^^^*  ^^^  ®^®^  *^f  which  he  would  be  reimbursed  if  ultimately 
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he  was  not  liable :  Dunbarr's  Case,  1  Sid.  78.    It  appears  from 


the  affidavit  of  the  clerk  to  the  Commissioners  that  the  invariable 
course  of  practice  has  been  followed  in  this  instance.  [Cockburn,  C. 
J. — Suppose  the  owner  disputes  the  wall  being  out  of  repair.]  The 
law  intrusts  the  Commissioners  to  act  on  their  own  view,  or  upon  the 
report  of  competent  persons:  Callis  on  Sewers  105,  106,  107,  where 
the  office  of  surveyor  to  the  Commissioners  is  described.  [Croxpton, 
J. — Here  the  Commissioners  have  not  acted  on  the  report  of  their 
surveyor,  whose  duty  it  is  to  superintend  the  works,  but  upon  ihe 
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information  of  the  marsh  bailiff,  and  the  expenditor,  whoso  duties  are 
defined  in  the  form  of  appointment  given  in  Callis  on  Sowers,  App., 
Nos.  13  &  15,  4th  ed.,  by  Broderip; — the  duties  of  the  former  officer 
being  to  serve  orders  and  execute  warrants  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  of  the  latter  to  disburse  the  moneys  raised  for  maintaining  the 
sea  walls.]  It  is  not  said  that  the  Commissioners  are  bound  to 
appoint  a  surveyor;  and  the  Court  will  give  the  Commissioners  credit 
for  appointing  competent  persons  to  be  their  officers.  [Blackburn, 
J. — The  argument  for  the  Commissioners  must  go  the  extent  of  saying 
that  the  information  of  any  three  indifferent  persons  would  be  suffi- 
cient.] The  discretion  of  the  Commissioners  is  very  extensive:  Callis 
112.  If  a  jury  had  been  summoned  under  stat.  8  &  4  W.  4,  c.  22,  s. 
11,  they  miffht  have  acted  on  the  evidence  upon  which  the  Commis- 
sioners acted  in  this  instance.  [Crompton,  J. — I  think  the  ownership 
was  always  intended  to  be  traversable,  and  the  defendant  has  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  traversing  it.  Blackburn,  J. — What  is  the  remedy 
if  the  fines  imposed  *in  the  event  of  non-repair  are  not  paid  ?  r^n^a 
If  the  liability  of  the  new  owner  is  a  personal  liability,  there  ^ 
would  be  great  injustice  in  making  an  order  upon  him  without  giving 
hioi  an  opportunity  of  being  heard ;  though  not,  if  the  fines  can  only 
be  levied  by  distress  upon  his  goods  on  the  land  in  respect  of  which 
the  liability  to  repair  is  incurred.  Bovill,  contri. — The  fines  used  to 
be  estreated  into  the  Court  of  Exchequer:  Callis  176.]  That  is 
abolished  by  stat.  8  &  4  W.  4,  c.  22,  s.  63,  and  the  fines,  &c.,  are  to 
be  '^  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  person, 
body  politic  or  corporate,  upon  whom  such  fines,  &o.,  shall  or  may 
be  so  set  or  imposed  by  warrant  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the 
said  Commissioners."  [Blackburn,  J. — Then  the  goods  of  the  de- 
fendant may  be  taken  anywhere.]  If  he  is  not  the  owner  he  might, 
wben  distrained  upon,  bring  an  action  against  the  Commissioners,  on 
ibe  ground  that  the  order  was  made  without  jurisdiction.  [Black- 
burn, J. — Even  where  there  is  a  notorious  change  of  ownership,  it 
would  be  convenient  to  have  a  fresh  presentment  by  a  jury.]  If  stat. 
3  &  4  W.  4,  c.  22,  s.  13,  dispenses  with  a  presentment  by  a  jury  only 
where  the  ownership  remains  the  same,  what  effect  is  to  be  given  to 
the  words  ''and  the  owners  and  occupiers  for  the  time  being  of  such 
lands  shall  be  liable?" 

Bovill  {Stammers  with  him),  contri,  was  not  called  upon. 

CocKBURN,  C.  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  these  orders  cannot  be  sup- 
ported ;  and  that  they  are  bad  on  several  grounds. 

First,  the  Commissioners  had  not  before  them  the  *proper  r*^©/) 
information  as  to  the  sea  wall  being  out  of  repair,  even  assum-  ^ 
ing  that  the  defendant  was  the  person  liable  to  repair  it  According 
to  Callis,  p.  107,  an  authority  of  considerable  weight,  the  Commis- 
sioners may  proceed  upon  their  own  view,  or  by  survey;  that  is, 
upon  their  own  view,  or  assisted  by  measurement  and  by  confer- 
ence with  competent  persons  whom  they  may  call  in,  or  by  view  and 
survey  combined,  or  possibly  upon  the  report  of  a  surveyor  appointed 
for  the  purpose.  In  the  present  instance  they  proceeded  only  upon 
the  information  of  the  marsh  bailiff,  and  the  expenditor,  and  a  third 
person  not  having  any  official  authority.  That  does  not  satisfy  the 
course  of  proceeding  laid  down  by  Callis ;  and  this  alone  would  be  a 
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safficient  ^rou^d  for  holding  the  first  order  bad :  the  other  of  coarse 
falls  with  It. 

But  a  n^ore  serious  objection  arises  from  the  non-presentment  of 
the  defendant  as  the  person  liable  to  repair  the  sea  wall  by  reason  of 
his  ownership  of  the  land.  According  to  the  terms  of  the  commis* 
sion  set  out  in  the  Statute  of  Sewers,  28  H.  8,  c.  6,  a  3,  before  an 
order  is  made  upon  a  person  to  repair  a  sea  wall,  there  most  be  a  pre- 
sentment by  a  jury  that  he  is  the  person  by  whose  default  the  sea  wall 
is  out  of  repair.  Stat.  3  &  4  W.  4,  c.  22,  to  a  certain  extent  modifies  that 
enactment;  because  whereas,  under  the  old  statute,  it  was  necessary 
that  the  jury  should  find  on  each  occasion  who  was  liable  to  do  the 
repairs,  and  that  was  inconvenient,  the  legislature  passed  section  13 
of  the  later  statute.  That  section,  reciting  that  doubts  had  arisen 
whether  a  presentment  of  a  jury  was  not  necessary  on  each  and  every 
occasion  to  repair  defences  and  works,  enacts  that  it  should  no  longer 
*7311  ^  necessary  during  the  continuance  of  the  same  commission  to 
^  have  the  presentment  of  a  *jury  upon  subsequent  wants  of  re- 
pair, and  that  the  first  presentment  of  any  given  individual  or  body 
politic  should  be  sufficient.     It  s^ys  that  not  only  an  individual  once 

1>resented,  but  *'  the  owners  and  occupiers  for  the  time  being  of  such 
ands,"  shall  continue  liable  from  time  to  time  to  repair  the  defences 
according  to  the  presentment.  But  when  it  empowers  the  Commis- 
sioners to  make  their  order,  it  only  mentions  ''such  person,  body 
politic  or  corporate,"  that  is,  the  person  or  body  politic  originally 
presented.  Mr.  Lush  invites  us  to  add  in  this  clause  the  words  "  the 
owners  and  occupiers  for  the  time  being;''  but  it  would  be  a  great 
stretch  of  judicial  authority  to  add  those  words;  though,  if  it  were 
impossible  to  give  effect  to  this  part  of  the  enactment  without  them, 
we  should  feel  much  pressed  by  his  argument.  But  when  we  look  to 
the  provisions  which  direct  how  the  order  is  to  be  enforced,  I  think 
that  we  may  give  effect  to  it  and  reconcile  the  insertion  of  the  words 
"  owners  and  occupiers  for  the  time  being  of  such  lands"  in  the  former 
part  of  the  enactment  with  the  omission  of  the  same  words  in  the  latter 
part.  The  order  is  to  be  made  on  the  person  originally  presented, 
sect.  13 ;  and  by  sect  53,  in  default  of  compliance  with  it,  a  fine  or 
penalty  is  to  be  paid  or  levied  on  his  goods  and  chattels ;  and,  by  sect. 
65,  in  default  of  its  being  paid  by  him  or  in  default  of  safficient  dis- 
tress being  found,  the  land  itself  is  to  be  liable ;  and  so,  thoagb  not 
primarily,  the  owners  or  occupiers  for  the  time  being  may  be  liable. 
It  is  better  to  construe  the  former  part  of  the  13th  section  as  referring 
to  the  eventual  liability  of  the  owners  and  occupiers  through  the  land, 
than  to  suppose  that  in  the  latter  part  the  legislature  intended  us  to 
read  words  which  are  not  there. 

*7^21  *Upon  the  whole  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  order  can  only  be 
-I  made  upon  the  person  originally  presented,  so  long  as  that 
presentment  remains  in  force.  When  there  has  been  a  change  of 
ownership  since  the  presentment,  one  of  two  courses  is  open  to  the 
Commissioners,  either  to  make  an  prder  under  sect.  13  upon  the  per- 
son already  presented,  or  to  summon  a  fresh  jury  and  have  a  fresh 
presentment  of  the  person  who  has  become  owner  instead  of  the  per- 
son before  presented.  Which  of  these  may  be  the  more  convenient 
course  I  do  not  know.     Perhaps  the  best  course  would  be  to  ask  the 
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Legislature  to  complete  the  work  of  legislation,  which  seems  to  have 
been  left  unfinished. 

Ceompton,  J. — It  is  not  necessary  to  express  an  opinion  on  one 
point  which  has  been  fully  discussed ;  though  I  doubt  whether  the 
fact  of  want  of  repair  was  satisfactorily  ascertained  according  to  law. 
Mr.  Lush  ha»  pointed  out  that  the  orders  in  Callis  do  not  recite  how 
the  Commissioners  have  come  to  their  conclusion ;  but  if  they  are  act- 
ing with  reference  to  a  sea  wall  being  out  of  repair,  that  should  he 
done  upon  view  or  survey;  and  I  doubt  whether  they  can  act  on  evi- 
dence only  without  the  presentment  of  a  jury,  which  might  be  tra- 
versed. Here  the  Commissioners  proceeded  only  on  the  evidence  of 
two  officers,  the  marsh  bailiff  and  the  expenditor,  and  one  independent 
witness.  I  doubt  whether,  though  the  order  may  be  good  on  the  &ce 
of  it,  it  may  not  be  shown  that  they  exceeded  their  jurisdiction  in 
making  their  order  on  that  evidence. 

But  on  the  other  point  I  have  a  clear  opinion.  Before  stat  8  &  4 
W.  4,  c.  22,  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain,  by  the  presentment  rmnoQ 
of  a  jury,  the  ownership  of  the  person  *to  be  charged  with  the  •• 
repairs,  and  that  person  had  a  right  to  traverse  the  finding  of  the  jury, 
though  he  had  not  a  right  to  traverse  the  directions  of  the  Commis- 
sioners founded  on  that  presentment:  Wingate  v.  Waite,  6  M.  &  W. 
739.  We  find  that  from  the  earliest  times  that  course  has  been 
adopted.  In  the  charge  given  in  Callis  on  Sewers,  Appendix,  p.  865, 
ed.  by  Broderip,  the  jury  are  to  inquire  "of  what  lands  and  grounds 
are  lying  and  being  within  the  reach  of  injury  or  danger  by  any  de- 
fects or  de&ults,  and  to  whom  they  are  belonging;  and  of  the  persons 
fit  and  proper  to  be  charged  to  the  repairs,  with  the  quantity  and  qua- 
lity of  their  estates;  so  that  all  such  persons  may  be  charged  and 
taxed  in  proportion  to  their  rights  and  interests."  This  is  not  merely 
incidental  to  mentioning  the  lands,  but  it  is  an  essential  part  of  the 
inquiry.  For  it  would  be  monstrous  if  an  order  may  be  made  upon  a 
person  and  carried  out  by  the  imposition  of  a  fine  and  by  distress, 
without  any  means  afforded  to  him  of  disputing  his  liability,  or  any 
opportunity  given  to  him  of  being  heard,  or  of  traversing  the  finding 
of  a  jury  made  behind  his  back ;  and  he  is  to  be  told  that  if  the  Com- 
missioners have  done  wrong,  and  exceeded  their  jurisdiction,  he  may 
bring  an  action  against  them.  That  is  not  the  course  of  our  law ; 
though  there  are  one  or  two  singular  exceptions  which  have  been  re- 
probated, viz.,  the  finding  of  a  fugam  fecit  by  a  coroner's  jury,  which 
occasioned  a  forfeiture  of  lands  and  goods.  We  are  asked  to  put  the 
defendant  in  the  position  of  a  person  who  has  no  opportunity  of  an- 
swering the  charge.  That  could  not  have  been  done  before  stat.  8  & 
4  W.  4,  c.  22.    The  case  of  a  person  coming  into  the  ownership  of 

!>roperty  after  a  presentment  is  just  the  same  as  regards  *his  r^^oj 
iability,  as  if  there  had  been  no  presentment ;  and  I  cannot  see  ^ 
what  protection  it  is  to  say  to  a  person  who  denies  his  liability : — 
"  A.  B.  had  the  opportunity  of  contesting  his  liability  six  or  seven 
years  ago,  and  did  not  do  so.''  As  a  general  rule  a  person  must  have 
an  opportunity  of  answering,  unless  the  Legislature  has  interfered 
with  that  right. 

That  brings  me  to  sect.  18  of  stat.  8  &  4  W.  4,  c.  22,  which  recites 
that  doubts  had  arisen  whether  a  presentment  of  a  jury  was  not 
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necessary  on  everj  occasion;  and  I  apprehend  the  doubts  were 
whether,  when  fresh  repairs  were  to  be  done,  it  was  necessary  to 
inquire  by  a  jury  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  liability  of  a  person 
who  had  been  found  liable.  Then  the  Legislature  thought  that  they 
might  go  to  this  extent, — that  where  a  person  has  had  an  opportunity 
of  traversing  the  presentment,  and  has  not  done  so,  he  may  by  reason 
of  his  acquiescence  be  considered  liable  so  long  as  the  same  coromis*' 
sion  lasts.  From  the  change  in  the  phraseology  of  the  section,  which 
has  been  adverted  to,  and  the  use  of  the  word  **  such"  in  the  clause 
which  empowers  the  Commissioners  to  make  the  order,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  order  is  to  be  made  only  on  the  person  or  body  pre- 
sented. By  introducing  the  words  "  the  owners  and  occupiers  for  the 
time  being,"  the  Legislature  may  have  merely  meant  to  say,  "  We  do 
not  take  away  from  the  lands  which  persons  own  or  occupy  any 
liability  thrown  upon  them;"  because  by  the  old  law  the  fine  or 
penalty  is  leviable  upon  the  lands  either  by  taking  the  rents  and 
profits  or  by  distress.  Whether  that  be  so  or  not,  the  order  is  dis- 
tinctly to  be  made  on  **such  person,  body  politic  or  corporate,"  that 
is,  "the  person,  or  body  politic  or  corporate,  so  presented  as  afore- 
*7351  ®*'^'"  *Therefore,  whatever  meaning  is  to  be  given  to  the 
J  words  "the  owners  and  occupiers  for  the  time  being,"  Mr. 
Lush  does  not  bring  the  case  within  this  section :  and,  if  not,  there  is 
no  foundation  for  these  orders,  because  there  has  been  no  presentment 
of  the  liability  of  the  person  charged  by  them. 

Blackburn,  J. — I  do  not  express  any  opinion  on  the  points  not 
necessary  to  be  decided,  viz.,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  power  of  the 
Commissioners  to  survey,  to  take  evidence,  and  to  act  upon  evidence 
on  the  question  of  fact  whether  the  sea  wall  or  other  defence  is  out 
of  repair. 

But  I  think  that  the  first  order  is  not  good  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  made  on  the  defendant  without  the  presentment  of  a  jury  that 
he  is  a  person  upon  whom  it  should  have  been  made.  It  was  laid 
down,  in  Wingate  v.  Waite,  6  M.  &  W.  739,  that  the  presentment  of 
a  jury  is  the  foundation  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Commissioners. 
However  that  may  be,  it  is  clear  that  the  presentment  of  a  jury  that 
a  particular  person  is  liable  is  a  necessarily  preliminary  step  to  an 
order  on  him  to  repair;  because  it  is  unjust  and  contrary  to  the 
general  course  of  law  to  make  such  an  order  on  a  person  ex  part^ 
without  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  being  heard. 

Then  the  question  is,  whether  sect.  18  of  stat.  8  &  4  W.  4,  s.  22, 
has  altered  that.  [His  Lordship  read  the  section.]  That  dispenses 
with  a  fresh  presentment  where  a  particular  person  has  been  pre- 
sented as  liable  to  repair  in  respect  of  any  lands.  Whether  an  order 
can  be  made  on  the  person  named  in  the  presentment  after  he  has  in 
fact  ceased  to  own  or  occupy  the  lands  in  respect  of  which  the  pre- 
•7381  sentraent  proceeded,  is  a  question  of  *difficulty  which  it  is  not 
-I  necessary  to  decide;  indeed  it  is  not  competent  for  us  now  to 
decide  what  would  be  the  proper  course  in  such  a  case.  The  Commis- 
sioners certainly  may  summon  another  jury,  and  have  a  fresh  present- 
ment on  the  new  owner.  That  course  would  I  think  be  safe,  though, 
as  Mr.  Lush  says,  it  is  inconvenient;  or  they  may  in  this  case  make 
the  order  on  Stephen  Allen,  and,  if  so  made,  it  must  be  competent  for 
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him  to  say  that  it  was  void  because  he  had  ceased  to  be  owner  of  the 
land.  But  when  an  order,  as  in  the  present  case,  is  made  without  a 
presentment  which  the  person  upon  whom  the  order  is  made  could 
traverse,  and  is  made  merely  upon  declarations  that  he  was  owner  or 
occupier,  which  he  had  no  opportunity  of  denying,  it  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  general  course  of  law  to  hold  him  liable  upon  it;  and  if 
the  Legislature  intended  to  enact  such  an  anomaly  they  should  have 
expressed  it  in  clearer  language.  Rule  absolute. 


♦HALL  V.  The  CITY  OF  LONDON  BREWERY  Company,  .^^07 

Limited.    June  6.  l  '^* 

Lease, — Quiei  enjoyment. — DedartUion, — Breach. 

1.  In  a  eontraet  for  the  demise  of  land,  a  promise  of  quiet  eqjojment  daring  the  term  is 
ioq^ied  hj  law. 

2.  A  declaration  for  breach  />f  a  covenant  or  contract  for  qniet  enjoyment  mnst  allege  aa 
erietion  by  a  person  claiming  title  paramount. 

The  declaration  stated  that  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  29th  October, 
1860,  an  agreement  of  demise  was  made  by  and  between  the  defend- 
ants and  the  plaintiff,  whereby  they  agreed  in  the  words  and  figures 
following  (that  is  to  say):  "Memorandum  of  an  agreement  entered 
into  the  29th  October,  1860,  between  The  City  of  London  Brewery 
Company,  Limited,  by  N.  C,  secretary,  of  the  one  part,  and 
Edward  Hall  of  the  other  part,  as  follows ;  viz.  the  said  Company  do 
hereby  agree  to  let  from  this  day  unto  the  said  Edward  Hall,  All  that 
messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  known  by  the  sign  of 
The  White  Hart,  situate  in  the  Borough  Market,  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Saviour,  Southwark,  at  a  clear  yearly  rent  of  bOl.  of  lawful  British 
money,  to  be  paid  quarterly  without  deduction  of  any  kind  except  in 
respect  of  income  ux,  and  at  the  same  rate  for  any  period  less  than 
for  a  quarter  of  a  year,  the  first  quarterly  payment  to  be  made  on  the 
29th  January  now  next.  And  the  said  Edward  Hall  doth  hereby 
agree  to  take  the  said  house  and  premises  upon  the  terms  above  men- 
tioned, and  to  pay  the  said  rent  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  the  land  tax, 
metropolitan  drainage  rate  and  sewers  rate,  and  all  parliamentary  and 
parochial  taxes  in  respect  *of  the  said  premises,  and  to  quit  and  r^^qo 
surrender  up  the  possession  thereof  unto  the  said  Company,  or  '- 
their  authorized  agent,  at  any  time  hereafter  upon  the  expiration  of 
three  calendar  months  notice  requiring  him  so  to  do,  whether  such 
notice  shall  expire  at  the  time  of  the  year  his  tenancy  commenced,  or 
at  any  other  period  or  day  in  the  year.  And  the  said  Edward  Hall 
doth  hereby  also  agree  that  he  will  keep  open  the  said  house  as  a 
public-house  at  the  usual  hours  of  business,  and  not  suffer  any  other 
person  to  occupy  the  same,  nor  ask,  demand  or  receive  from  any  per- 
son any  consideration  or  gratuity,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  way  of 
premium  or  goodwill  for  the  same,  nor  in  anywise  injure  or  lessen  the 
trade  thereof,  nor  do  or  suffer  to  be  done  anything  whereby  the  license 
for  selling  beer  shall  be  lost,  forfeited  or  endangered,  but  will  at  all 
times  use  and  occupy  the  said  house  properly  as  a  licensed  public- 
house  only ;  and  also  that,  on  quitting  the  same,  he  will  assign  over 

B.  k  S.,  VOL.  II. — 27 


Digitized  by 


Google 


738    HALL  v.  CITY  OF  LONDON  BREWERY  CO.    T.  T.  1862. 

the  beer  and  other  licenses  of  the  said  faoase  unto  any  person  or  per- 
sons whom  the  said  Company  may  appoint,  on  being  paid  for  the  un- 
expired term  therein;  and  also  that  he  the  said  Edward  Hall  will, 
during  /ill  the  time  he  shall  occupy  or  retain  possession  of  the  said 
premises,  purchase  and  keep  a  sufficient  stock  of  porter,  ale  and  beer 
for  sale  therein,  of  the  brewing  of  the  said  Company  and  of  none 
others,  and  also  that  he  the  said  Edward  Hall  will  not  at  any  time 
alter  or  suffer  to  be  altered  the  quality  of  such  porter,  ale  or  beer. 
And  it  is  also  agreed  that  no  repairs  or  alterations  of  the  said  house 
and  premises  shall  be  allowed  for  unless  made  under  the  authority  of 
the  surveyor  of  the  said  Company.  And  it  is  mutually  agreed  between 
^fToni  ^be  said  parties  hereto  that  if  either  of  them  shall  break  or 
J  *infringe  or  refuse  to  comply  with  and  perform  any  of  the 
articles  and  agreements  above  mentioned  on  their  respective  parts  to 
be  performed  (save  and  except  such  of  the  said  articles  and  agree- 
ments as  this  present  provision  cannot  legally  or  properly  be  applied 
to),  then  the  party  so  breaking  or  refusing  shall  pay  to  the  other  of 
them,  on  demand,  the  sum  of  800Z.,  of  lawful  money  of  Great  Britain, 
as  liquidated  damages  hereby  settled  between  the  said  parties  for  such 
breach  or  non-performance;  and  no  abatement  or  relief  shall  be 
applied  for  to  any  Court  of  law  or  equity.  And,  lastly,  it  is  agreed 
that  the  said  Company,  their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  have  power 
to  distrain  for  the  said  rent  upon  any  fixtures  in  the  said  house  and 
premises,  from  time  to  time  as  often  as  the  rent  shall  be  in  arrear, 
and  to  sell,  dispose  of  and  deal  with  such  fixtures  in  the  same  manner 
in  all  respects  as  a  landlord  may  sell,  dispose  of  and  deal  with  dis- 
trainable  goods  and  chattels  distrained  and  taken  for  rent  in  arrear. 
Witness  the  hands  of  the  parties  the  day  and  year  first  above  written." 
Averments.  That  by  virtue  of  the  said  agreement  of  demise  the 
plaintiff  afterwards,  to  wit  on  the  said  29th  October,  1860,  entered 
into  and  upon  the  said  demised  premises  and  became  and  was  pos- 
sessed thereof  for  the  said  term  so  to  him  thereof  granted ;  and  that  the 
Elaintiff  had  done  all  things  necessary  on  his  part  to  entitle  him  to 
ave  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  demised  premises  for  the  term  so  to 
him  thereof  granted.  The  declaration  then  alleged  that  the  plaintiff 
was,  after  the  making  the  demise,  and  after  his  entry,  and  during  the 
term,  ejected  from  the  demised  premises  by  persons  having  title  thereto, 
and  bad  from  thence  hitherto  been  deprived  of  the  possession,  use, 
*7401  ^^'^P^^ioo  ^^^  *enjoyment  thereof;  by  means  and  by  reason 
^  of  which  premises  he  wholly  lost  the  goodwill  and  trade  of  the 
business  of  a  licensed  victualler  which  he  carried  on  in  and  upon  the 
•demised  premises,  and  was  prevented  from  selling  the  same  to  one 
.James  Nash,  and  also  by  reason  of  the  premises  the  plaintiff  lost 
oertain  fixtures  which  he  then  had  in  and  upon  the  demised  premises, 
.and  was  put  to  expense  in  obtaining  another  house  and  in  removing 
thereto,  and  was  otherwise  injured :  and  that,  after  he  was  ejected  and 
^evicted  as  aforesaid,  and  by  reason  thereof  and  of  the  premises,  the 
•defendants  became  and  were  liable  to  pay  to  the  plaintiff  the  said  sum 
■  of  300^.  in  the  agreement  mentioned  as  and  for  such  liquidated  damages 
,as  aforesaid  when  they  should  be  thereto  requested:  Yet  the  defend- 
.ants  had  not,  although  requested  so  to  do,  paid  to  him  the  said  sum 
•of^OO;.,  &c. 
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Demarrer.  snd  joinder  therein. 

Bmhby,  for  the  defendants. — The  declaration  is  bad  on  several 
grounds.  First,  it  is  not  averred  that  the  eviction  of  the  plaintiff  was 
by  persons'  having  title  to  the  premises  before  or  at  the  time  of  the 
lease  to  the  plaintiff.  [He  cited  Pargeter  v.  Harris,  7  Q.  B.  708  (E.  C. 
L.  R.  vol.  53).]  [Beaaley,  contri,  referred  to  the  form  of  declaration 
given  in  Precedents  of  Pleadings,  by  Bnllen  and  Leake,  p.  120,  and 
to  note  10  to  Wotton  v.  Hele,  2  Wms.  Saund.  177,  181,  6th  ed. 
WiGHTMAN,  J. — Suppose  the  tenant  had  made  a  sublease ;  according 
to  the  allegation  in  this  declaration  the  eviction  may  have  been  by 
the  sublessee,  and  conseqaently  under  a  title  derived  from  the  plain- 
tiff himself.  Crompton,  J. — The  person  evicting  must  show  good 
title  by  title  paramount.  Therefore  this  allegation  is  defective ;  but 
the  Court  would  probably  allow  it  to  be  amended.] 

^Secondly.  Suppose  the  declaration  amended  in  that  respect,  r^ir^i 
it  is  bad  for  not  showing  a  breach  of  agreement,  inasmuch  as  ^ 
a  contract  for  quiet  enjoyment  is  not  necessarily  implied  in  this  de- 
mise: Note  ic)  to  Wotton  v.  Hele,  2  Wms.  Saund.  177, 178, 178  a,  6th 
ed.  In  Bandy  v.  Cartwright,  8  Exch.  913,  the  declaration  alleged 
that  one  of  the  terms  of  the  demise  was  that  the  plaintiff  should, 
during  the  term,  quietly  enjoy  the  premises,  and,  this  being  traversed, 
the  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff.  [Cbompton,  .  J.— But  the  point 
whether  a  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment  could  be  implied  by  law  from 
a  parol  demise  was  reserved  for  the  Court ;  and  in  the  argument  the 
following  passage  from  1  Shep.  Touchst.,  by  Preston,  p.  165,  7th  ed., 
was  cited :  '* If  one  make  a  lease  for  years  of  land  by  the  words  'de- 
mise or  grant,'  and  there  is  not  contained  in  the  lease  any  express 
covenant  for  the  quiet  enjoying  of  the  land ;  in  this  ease  the  law  doth 
supply  [read,  imply]  a  covenant  for  the  quiet  enjoying  of  it  against 
the  lessor,  and  all  that  come  in  under  him  by  title,  during  the  term." 
CoGKBUBN,  C.  J. — And  a  promise  which  the  law  implies  need  not  be 
set  out  in  the  declaration.]  The  decision  in  Bandy  t;.  Cartwright 
conflicts  with  the  judgment  of  Cresswell,  J.,  in  Messent  v.  Reynolds, 
8  C.  B.  194,  203  (£.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  64).  In  the  sale  of  a  personal 
chattel  there  is  no  implied  warranty  of  title :  Morley  v.  Attenborough, 
3  Exch.  500.  [CocKBURN,  C.  J. — We  cannot  overrule  Bandy  v.  Cart- 
wright ;  and  it  is  inconsistent  with  common  sense  that,  when  a  man 
is  let  into  possession  for  a  year,  a  promise  by  the  lessor  for  quiet  en- 
joyment against  himself  and  all  that  claim  by  title  under  him  should 
not  be  implied.] 

*Thirdly.  The  stipulation  for  8002.,  as  liquidated  damages,  r^nA€y 
does  not  apply  to  the  matters  complained  of  in  the  declaration.  ^ 
[CoCKBUBN,  C.  J.— In  this  state  of  the  record  we  cannot  decide  how 
the  damages  are  to  be  assessed.  Cbomptok,  J. — We  cannot  be  asked 
to  answer  a  speculative  question,  whether  the  defendants  should  be 
liable  for  all  the  damages  claimed  in  the  declaration.] 

B^oBley,  contri^  was  not  called  upon.  , 

CocKBUBN,  C.  J. — On  the  first  point  the  plaintiff  may  antend  his 
declaration  without  payment  of  costs,  by  adding  that  the  person  by 
whom  he  was  ejected  claimed  by  title  paramount. 

On  the^cond  point  Bandy  v.  Cartwright,  8  Exch.  913,  is  a  direct 
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authority  that  a  contract  for  quiet  enjoy  meat  is  implied  in  a  contract 
of  demise ;  and  I  think  that  case  is  good  law. 

WiGHTMAN,  J.,  concurred. 

Cbompton,  J. — I  do  not  give  any  opinion  on  the  point  decided  in 
Bandy  v.  Cartwright:  it  is,  however,  a  judgment  which  binds  us. 

Blackbubn,  J.,  concurred. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff  accordingly. 


*743]  ♦GARDINER  v.  HOUGHTON.    June  6. 

Dtht—Diickarge  under  law  of  Colony. 

Deolaration  for  money  receiTod,  monej  lent,  monej  pfiid,  interest^  and  on  accounts  stated. 
Plea»  that  the  defendant  was  resident  in  the  Colonj  of  Victoria,  and  that  the  debts  were  eon- 
traoted  within  the  Colonj  of  Victoria^  and  subject  to  the  laws  thereof;  and  that  the  defendant 
was  discharged  from  the  debts  bj  the  insolvent  law  of  the  Colony.  Replication.  1.  That  when 
the  debts  were  contracted  the  plaintiff  was  resident  at  L.  in  England,  and  that  at  the  time  of 
the  commencement  of  the  snit  the  defendant  was  resident  in  England.  2.  That  ander  and  by 
virtne  of  the  contracts  by  which  the  debts  became  payable,  they  ought  to  hare  been  paid  to  the 
plaintiff  in  England.  Held  that  the  replications  showed  no  answer ; — because  Ihe  first  admit- 
ted that  the  debts  sued  on  were  contracted  within  the  Colony  of  Victoria ;  and  the  second  did 
not  show  that  they  were  payable  in  England,  and  not  elsewhere. 

Declaration  for  money  received,  money  lent,  money  paid,  inter- 
est, and  on  accounts  stated. 

Pleas.    1.  Never  indebted. 

2.  That  the  defendant  was  resident  at  Melbourne,  in  the  Colony  of 
Victoria,  and  that  the  moneys  became  due  and  payable  as  in  the  de- 
claration mentioned,  and  the  debts  in  the  declaration  mentioned  were 
contracted,  within  the  Colony  of  Victoria,  and  subject  to  the  laws 
thereof;  and  that,  after  the  moneys  became  due  and  payable  as  in  the 
declaration  mentioned,  by  a  certain  order  of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Colony,  the  estate  of  the  defendant  was  placed  under  se- 
questration in  the  hands  of  the  Chief  Commissioner  for  Insolvent 
Estates  of  the  Colony,  and  for  the  purpose  of  being  distributed  among 
the  plaintiff  and  other  creditors ;  and  that  thereafter,  and  before  the 
commencement  of  this  suit,  the  said  Chief  Commissioner  for  Insolvency 
*7441  ^^^^  certified  *that  the  defendant  was  discharged  from  his  debts, 
^  and  thereafter,  and  before  the  commencement  of  this  suit,  the 
certificate  was  allowed  and  confirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Colony,  and  by  force  of  the  certificate,  according  to  the  laws  in  force 
in  the  Colony,  the  defendant  was  released  and  discharged  from  the 
debts  in  the  declaration  mentioned,  and  the  moneys  before  the  com- 
mencement of  this  suit  ceased  to  be  payable  by  the  defendant  to  the 
plaintiff. 

Replication.     1.  To  the  first  plea.    Issue  thereon. 

2.  To  the  second  plea.  That  before  and  at  the  time  when  the 
moneys  in  the  declaration  mentioned  became  due  and  payable,  and  the 
debts  in  the  declaration  mentioned  were  contracted,  the  plaintiff  was 
and  from  thence  hitherto  hath  been  and  still  is  resident  at  Liverpool, 
in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Colony  of  Victoria,  and  that,  before  and  at  the  time  of 
the  commencement  of  this  suit,  the  defendant  was  and  from  thence 
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hitherto  hath  been  resident  in  England  out  of  the  jarisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Victoria. 

8.  To  the  second  plea.  That,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  contracts 
by  which  the  debts  in  the  declaration  mentioned  became  due  and;j)ay- 
able,  the  said  debts  became  and  were  payable,  and  ought  to  hav^l^een 
paid  to  the  plaintiff,  in  England,  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Suf>reme 
Court  of  the  Colony  of  Victoria. 

Issue  on  replications  2  and  8. 

Demurrer  to  the  same  replications.    Joinder. 

The  case  was  argued  (June  8d  and  6tb). 

Broun,  for  the  defendant — The  first  replication  to  the  second  plea 
is  bad,  as  it  admits  that  the  debts  *were  contracted  within  the  r^nAK 
Colony  of  Victoria,  and  subject  to  the  laws  thereof,  during  the  '■ 
residence  of  the  defendant  there ;  and  the  debts  were  therefore  dis- 
charged, according  to  the  rule  laid  down  by  Lord  EUenborough  in 
Potter  V,  Brown,  5  East  124,  180,  following  what  was  said  by  Lord 
Mansfield  in  Ballantine  v.  Golding,  Co.  Bankt.  Laws  847  1st  ed.,  487 
8th  ed.,  **  what  is  a  discharge  of  a  debt  in  the  country  where  it  was 
contracted,  is  a  discharge  of  it  everywhere.'' 

The  second  replication  to  the  second  plea  is  bad :  it  does  not  aver 
that  the  debts  in  the  declaration  mentioned  were  originally  contracted 
to  be  paid  in  England.  If  there  was  such  a  special  contract,  it  ought 
to  have  been  declared  upon,  and  then,  if  it  had  appeared  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  contract  was  to  be  carried  into  effect,  that  the 
parties  intended  to  place  themselves  under  t^e  law  of  another  country, 
the  lex  loci  contract^  would  not  have  appKed  :  Bobinson  v.  Bland,  2 
Burr.  1077,  1078,  per  Lord  Mansfield.  P^imfi  facie  whore  one  party 
to  a  contract  is  resident  and  domiciled  in  a  Colony  the  law  of  that 
Colony  governs  the  contract.  [Blackburn,  J. — In  Story's  Confl. 
Laws,  s.  280,  5th  ed.,  it  is  said,  ."The  rules  already  considered  sup- 
pose, that  the  performance  of  the  contract  is  to  be  in  the  place  where 
it  is  made,  either  expressly,  or  by  tacit  implication.  But  where  the 
contract  is,  either  expressly  or  tacitly,  to  be  performed  in  any  other 
place,  there  the  general  rule  is,  in  conformity  to  the  presumed  inten- 
tion of  the  parties,  that  the  contract,  as  to  its  validity,  nature,  obliga- 
tion, and  interpretation,  is  to  be  governed  by  the  law  of  the  place  of 
performance."  It  is  not  said  thatf  the  contract,  as  to  its  being  r^nAa 
discharged,  ♦is  to  be  so  governed.]  "Where  the  contract  is  l- 
to  be  performed  in  any  other  place,"  must  mean  by  both  parties :  it 
cannot  mean  that  the  contract  should  be  governed  by  diflerent  laws 
as  regards  the  two  parties  to  it.  [Cockbubn,  C.  J.,  referred  to  Scott 
V.  Pilkington,  ante,  p.  11.] 

Archibald,  for  the  plaintiff. — The  lex  loci  solutionis  governs  the 
discharge  of  a  contract :  Bartley  v.  Hodges,  1  B.  &  S.  875  (E.  C.  L. 
B.  vol.  101).  [Blackburn,  J.— In  that  case  the  bill,  of  exchange  was 
drawn  and  accepted  in  England,  and  the  other  moneys  claimed  were 
payable  in  England,  and  neither  the  plaintiff  nor  the  defendant  was 
domiciled  in  the  Colony  of  Victoria.]  It  is  of  no  importance  where 
the  contract  was  made  or  the  parties  were  domiciled.  The  only  ques- 
tion is  where  the  contract  was  to  be  performed ;  and  in  the  present 
case  it  appears  upon  the  whole  record  that  it  was  to  be  performed  in 
England. 
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Tbe  second  plea  is  bad  for  not  showing  that  the  debts  were  payable 
in  the  Colony  of  Victoria  us  well  as  contracted  there.  The  declara- 
tion would  bne  supported  by  evidence  of  a  contract  for  money  lent  in 
Victoria  to  be  repaid  in  England ;  the  second  plea  is  consistent  with 
that;  and  the  matter  is  reduced. to  a  certainty  by  the  second  replica- 
tion to  that  plea.  As  to  the  averment  in  the  plea  that  the  debts  were 
subject  to  the  laws  of  the  Colony,  they  may  be  subject  in  some  re- 
spects, but  not  in  respect  of  their  discharge. 

Also,  the  first  replication  to  the  second  plea  is  a  good  answer  to  it. 
The  plaintiff  is  not  bound  by  the  discharge,  because  he  was  never 
resident  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Victoria,  and  had  no 
notice  of  the  proceedings  by  which  it  is  alleged  that  his  debt  is  barred. 
Victoria,  though  a  Colony,  is  a  foreign  country  for  this  purpose. 
♦7471  *[  WlOHTMAN,  J. — Suppose  the  action  had  been  brought  in  Vic- 
-l  toria  and  the  defendant  had  pleaded  his  discharge,  and  there- 
upon judgment  had  been  given  for  him,  and  afterwards  the  plaintiff 
and  the  defendant  came  to  England,  could  the  plaintiff  recover  in  an 
action  here?]  No;  because  by  bringing  his  action  in  the  Court  of  Vic- 
toria he  had  elected  to  subject  himself  to  the  law  of  that  Colony. 

K  the  first  replication  to  the  second  plea  is  defective,  at  all  events 
the  second  replication  to  that  plea  shows  that  the  breach  of  contract 
took  place  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  colonial  Court.  It  alleges 
that  "the  debts  became  and  werepayable  and  ought  to  have  been  paid 
to  the  plaintiff  in  England."  [ Wiohtmam,  J. — The  replication  does 
not  allege  that  the  debts  were  payable  in  England  and  not  elsewhere.] 
It  does  so,  in  effect,  by  the  statement  that  they  became  payable  in 
England  ^^  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  contracts  in  the  declaration  men- 
tioned."^ [Blackburn,  J. — Under  this  declaration  the  plaintiff  could 
not  give  in  evidence  a  contract  to  pay  at  a  particular  place,  and  not 
elsewhere.]  Yes :  tbe  declaration  is  general,  and  would  be  supported 
by  evidence  either  of  a  general  or  special  contract,  provided  the  time 
of  payment  had  elapsed  before  action  brought  [Crompton,  J. — Tbe 
point  as  to  the  lex  loci  solutionis  could  not  be  raised  without  an 
amendment  of  the  declaration  by  adding  a  count  upon  a  special  con- 
tract That  point  is  not  raised  on  the  pleadings,  and,  if  it  were,  there 
is  the  strong  authority  of  Lord  Ellenborough  in  Potter  v.  Brown,  5 
East  124,  130,  against  the  plaintiff.] 

*7481  CooKBURN,  O.  J. — On  this  state  of  the  record  it  must  be 
-'  *taken  that  the  debt  sued  on  was  contracted  in  the  Colony  of 
Victoria,  and  payable  there;  and  there  is  a  plea  of  discharge  under 
the  law  of  that  Colony.  The  rule  adopted  by  Lord  Ellenborough  in 
Potter  i/.  Brown,  6  East  124, 180,  after  the  cases  of  Ballantine  v.  Gold- 
ing,  Co.  Bankt.  Law  347  1st  ed.,  487  8th  ed.,  and  Hunter  v.  Potts,  4 
T.  R.  182,  viz.,  '*  that  what  is  a  discharge  of  a  debt  in  the  country 
where  it  was  contracted  is  a  discharge  everywhere,"  applies  to  a  dis- 
charge by  a  Court  in  a  foreign  country :  ik  fortiori,  it  applies  to  a  dis- 
charge by  a  Court  in  one  of  the  British  Colonies. 

WiQHTMAN,  Crompton,  and  Blackburn,  J  J.,  concurred. 

Judgment  for  defendant 
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BUTTON  V.  HALLY.    June  12, 

Seoieh  Bankrupiey  Aet^  19  ii&  20  Vict.  e.  79,  s.  47, •^ProteeHon.-^Meditatio  JtigcB.^ 

Capias.  « 

1.  Tbe  Bankruptcy  (Scotland)  Act,  1856, 19  A  20  Viot.  e.  79,  8.  47,  enacts  that  a  warrant 
granting  protection  shall  protect  the  debtor  from  arrest  in  Great  Brftian  and  Ireland,  and  Her 
Hajestj's  other  dominions,  for  civil  debt  contracted  previons  to  the  sequestration ;  but  such 
warrant  shall  not  be  of  any  Effect  against  the  execution  of  a  warrant  of  apprehension  in  medi- 
tatione  fugSB  or  ad  factum  prsostandum,  or  for  any  criminal  act :  Held,  that  the  exception  ex- 
tended to  like  process  in  England  and  Ireland  and  other  parts  of  the  Queen's  dominions. 

2.  The  defendant  being  about  to  leave  this  country  for  New  Zealand,  was  arrested  on  a  capias 
under  stat.  1  ib  2  Vict.  o.  110,  s.  3.  The  plaintiff  bad  proved  his  debt  in  Scotland ;  and  a  war- 
rant of  protection  had  been  grant«d  to  the  defendant  for  a  limited  period,  which  had  not  elapsed 
when  he  was  arrested :  held,  that  the  defendant  was  not  entitled  to  be  discharged. 

In  thi8  Term, 

Archibald  obtained  a  rule  calling  upon  the  plaintiff  to  show  cause 
why  the  defendant  should  not  be  discharged  out  of  custody  on  the 
ground  that,  previous  to  the  arrest,  the  defendaot's  estate  had  been 
sequestrated  in  Scotland,  and  the  plaintiff  had  proved  his  debt  under 
the  ^sequestration ;  and  also  on  the  ground  that,  at  the  time  of  f^aq 
the  arrest,  the  defendant  was  protected  from  arrest  under  The  '- 
Bankruptcy  (Scotland)  Act,  1856,  19  &  20  Vict.  c.  79 ;  and  why  the 
plaintiff  should  not  pay  the  costs  of  the  application. 

The  defendant  was  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  6492.  18^. 
6d.  on  two  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  the  plaintiff  and  accepted  by 
the  defendant;  and  the  plaintiff,  believing  that  the  defendant  with  his 
family  was  about  to  leave  this  country  for  New  Zealand,  caused  him 
to  be  arrested  on  the  80th  May,  1862,  on  a  capias,  obtained  on  an 
affidavit  of  the  plaintifli;  in  pursuance  of  stat.  1  &  2  Vict  c.  110,  s.  S. 

On  the  19th  March,  1862,  the  defendant,  who  was  resident  and 
carrying  on  business  as  a  merchant  at  Auchterarder  in  Scotland, 
presented,  with  the  concurrence  of  a  creditor,  his  petition  to  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Perth,  under  stat.  19  &  20  Vict.  c.  79;  and 
'  the  sheriff  in  pursuance  of  sect  13,  awarded  sequestration  of  his 
estate,  and  appointed  the  first  meeting  of  his  creditors  for  the  election 
of  a  trnstee  and  other  purposes  required  by  the  Act,  to  be  held  on 
the  31st  March ;  and  the  sheriff  also  then,  m  pursuance  of  sect.  44, 
grantisd  his  warrant  for  protection  of  the  ddfendant's  person  from 
arrest  or  imprisonment  for  civil  debt  until  that  meeting. 

The  meeting  was  held  on  the  day  appointed,  at  which  the  majority 
in  number  and  value  of  the  creditors,  and  among  them  the  mandatary 
for  the  plaintiff,  were  present,  and  a  trustee  of  the  defendant's  estate . 
was  appointed,  and  the  creditors  who  were  present  unanimously 
resolved  that  his  protection  should  be  renewea,  under  sect  77,  for 
four  months  from  the  81st  March,  and-  an  order  was  made  by  the 
sheriff  accordingly.  At  that  meeting  the  plaintiff,  by  his  mandatary, 
proved  his  debt  amounting  to  *649t  18«.  let  On  the  19th  rwcA 
April,  the  day  appointed  by  the  sheriff  under  sect  87  for  the  l- 
examination  of  the  bankrupt  he  attended,  and  was  examined  by  the 
solicitor  for  the  trustee,  and  by  the  solicitor  for  the  plaintiff's  man- 
datary, and  took  the  oath  prescribed  by  sect.  95.  At  the  date  of  his 
estate  being  sequestered,  the  debts  of  the  bankrupt  amounted  to 
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about  6000Z.,  and  bis  estate  delivered  up  to  the  trustee  consisted  of 
property  of  the  value  of  6000Z.  Creditors  whose  debts  amounted  to 
5092^.  17^.  Id,  had  proved  and  voted  for  the  renewal  of  his  protection. 

The  affidavit  of  the  bankrupt  stated,  that  having  delivered  up  the 
whole  of  his  estate  to  the  trustee,  and  having  passed  his  examination 
which  was  finally  closed,  and  the  trustee  having  expressed  that  he 
was  satisfied  with  his  conduct  under  the  sequestration,  he  was.  with 
the  assistance  of  his  friends,  proceeding  with  his  family  to  Auckland 
in  New  Zealand,  with  letters  of  accommodation,  with  the  intention 
of  establishing  himself  in  business  there,  when  he  was  arrested  at  the 
suit  of  the  plaintiff;  and  that  his  intention  was  well  known  to  the 
trustee  and  to  the  commissioners  of  his  estate  appointed  under  the 
sequestration,  and  to  most  (if  not  all)  of  his  creditors;  and  that  he  was 
not  leaving  this  country  clandestinely,  or  with  the  intention  of  cheat- 
ing or  avoiding  his  creditors,  but  because  he  believed  that  it  was  no 
longer  necessary  for  him  to  remain  in  this  country  as  he  had  delivered 
up  the  whole  of  his  property,  and  also  given  to  the  trustee  and  com* 
missioners  of  his  estate  all  the  information  in  his  power  respecting  the 
same,  with  which  they  had  expressed  themselves  quite  satisfied. 

The  affidavit  of  the  trustee  of  the  estate  of  the  bankrupt  stated  that 
*75n  ^^^  bankrupt  had  complied  in  all  respects  with  *the  require- 
-I  ments  of  stat.  19  &  20  Vict.  o.  79,  and  that,  he  and  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  under  the  sequestration  having  thoroughly  investi- 
gated the  affairs  of  the  bankrupt  previous  to  his  passing  his  examina- 
tion, and  being  satisfied  that  he  had  delivered  up  the  whole  of  his 
estate  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  there  was  no  necessity,  according 
to  the  practice  of  the  Scotch  Courts,  for  him  to  remain  any  longer  in 
this  country ;  and  that  he  and  the  commissioners  were  aware  of  the 
fact,  that  the  friends  of  the  bankrupt  had  subscribed  a  sum  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  and  his  family  to  emigrate  to  New 
Zealand,  where  the  bankrupt  had  intimated  to  him  and  the  commis- 
sioners it  was  his  intention  to  proceed.  There  was  an  affidavit  to  the 
like  effect  by  one  of  the  commissioners. 

The  application  was  in  the  first  instance  made  to  Crompton,  J.,  at* 
Chambers,  who  referred  the  matter  to  the  Court. 

Upon  the  argument  of  the  rule  an  affidavit  of  William  Burns,  who 
had  been  in  practice  as  a  writer,  or  solicitor,  and  procurator,  before 
the  sheriff  and  other  Courts  of  Glasgow  for  twenty  years,  was  pro- 
duced, which  stated  as  follows:  *' That  it  is  the  law  and  practice  of 
the  Courts  in  Scotland  to  grant  a  warrant,  as  in  nieditatione  fugae, 
against  a  sequestrated  debtor,  on  the  application  of  any  creditor  of 
.  such  debtor,  who  shall  depose  to  the  fact^  of  the  debt  being  due  and 
of  the  debtor  being  about  to  quit  Scotland  without  providing  for 
payment  of  the  debt;  that  it  is  no  bar  to  the  issuing  of  such  a  warrant 
that  the  creditor  may  have  proved  his  debt  or  ranked  in  the  seques- 
tration ;  and  neither  is  it  any  bar  to  such  warrant  that  a  protection 
under  the  statute  has  been  given  to  the  debtor;  that  by  the  Seques- 
^n-o-^  tration  statute  (19  &  20  Vict.  c.  79,  s.  47),  it  is  expressly 
-'  *enacted  that  a  warrant  of  personal  protection  shall  not  be  of 
any  effect  against  the  execution  of  a  warrant  and  apprehension  or 
imprisonment  in  meditatione  fugaa,  and  no  enactment  of  any  kind 
exists  to  the  effect  that  a  creditor  proving  his  debt,  or  ranking  in  the 
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sequestration,  shall  be  beld  to  pass  from  his  right  to  use  diligence,  or 
procedure  against  the  person  of  the  debtor." 

Bovill  showed  cause. — As  to  the  first  ground,  the  mere  proof  of  his 
debt  by  the  plaintiff  in  Scotland  is  no  answer  to  an  affidavit  that  the 
defendant  is  indebted  to  the  plaintiff:  it  is  no  bar,  according  to  the 
Scotch  law,  to  an  action  in  this  country.  This  appears  to  have  been 
a  friendly  bankruptcy,  and  therefore  there  is  no  hardship  on  the 
defendant. 

As  to  the  second  ground.  The  defendant  may  be  arrested  under 
Stat.  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  8,  unless  he  is  protected  by  the  Scotch 
warrant,  granted  under  The  Bankruptcy  (Scotland)  Act,  1856,  19  & 
20  Vict.  c.  79,  s.  44.  The  question  is  on  the  construction  of  sect.  47, 
which  enacts  that  the  warrant  granting  protection  or  liberation  "shall 
protect  or  liberate  the  debtor  from  arrest  or  imprisonment  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  and  Her  Majesty's  other  dominion^,  for  civil  debt 
contracted  previous  to  the  date  of  sequestration,  and  all  Courts  of 
justice  and  Judges  and  all  officers  and  gaolers  shall  be  bound  to  give 
effect  to  such  warrant ;  but  such  warrant  of  protection  or  liberation 
shall  not  be  of  any  effect  against  the  execution  of  a  warrant  of  appre- 
hension or  imprisonment  in  meditatione  fugse  or  ad  factum  praes- 
tandum,  or  for  any  criminal  act."  The  expression  **  warrant  of 
apprehension  in  meditatione  fugad,"  when  applied  to  a  party  in 
England,  must  extend  to  the  process  here,  which  is  similar  or  analo- 
gous ;  so  that  the  protection  and  the  ^exception  in  the  case  of  T^n^o 
the  debtor  being  about  to  quit  the  country  shall  be  co-exten-  ^ 
sive.  In  Scotland  the  warrant  in  meditatione  fugsd  is  granted  to  a. 
creditor  upon  his  swearing  to  his  debt  and  his  belief  of  an  intention 
on  his  debtor's  part  to  abscond ;  and  upon  that  warrant  the  debtor  is 
apprehended  for  examination.  Such  a  warrant  may  be  granted  when- 
ever there  is  an  intention  to  leave  Scotland,  even  although  the  debtor 
should  have  good  reason  for  going  and  no  fraudulent  design  :  Bell's 
Dictionary  and  Digest  of  the  Law  of  Scotland,  "  MeditaLio  Fugm,^^ 
[Crompton,  J. — According  to  our  law  the  creditor  must  satisfy  the 
Judge  that  the  debt  will  be  in  danger,  and  then  I  doubt  whether  the 
Judge  has  a  discretion ;  though,  if  there  is  abuse  of  the  process  of  the 
Court,  we  should  discharge  the  debtor:  Stein  v.  Valkenhuysen,  E.  B. 
&  E.  65  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  96.]  In  McGregor  v.  Fisken,  decided  upon 
Stat.  2  &  ^  Vict.  c.  41,  s.  18,  the  Scotch  Bankruptcy  Act  then  in  force, 
which  is  in  the  same  terms  as  sect.  47  of  The  Scotch  Bankruptcy  Act, 
1856,  cited  in  McGregor  v.  Fisken,  5  D.  &  L.  591,  594-5,  596,  Parke, 
B.,  at  Chambers,  refused  to  discharge  a  Scotch  debtor  who  was  going 
to  Canada,  and  Wightman,  J.,  in  the  latter  case  in  the  Bail  Court  did 
not  dissent  from  that ;  though  he  discharged  the  defendant,  who  was 
uncle  of  the  defendant  in  the  former  case,  on  the  ground  that  a  medi- 
tated return  to  Scotland  was  not  such  a  meditatio  fug»  as  was  con- 
templated by  the  statute.  [Crompton,  J. — In  M'Gregor  v,  Fisken,  2 
Exch.  226,  229,  6  D.  &  L.  722,  before  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  the  point 
decided  by  my  brother  Wightman  seems  to  have  been  doubted.]  The 
defendant  must  appear  again  before  his  final  discharge.  [He  referred 
to  Stat.  19  &  20  Vict.  c.  79,  ss.  146,  147.  Philhrick^  who  was  with 
him,  was  not  called  upon.] 
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'*^^41  *  Archibald,  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  plaintiff  has  elected 
J  to  prove  his  debt  in  Scotland,  and  to  take  the  benefit  of  the 
Scotch  lavr.  The  warrant  of  protection  is  a  protection  against  all 
arrests  except  those  mentioned  in  the  proviso  to  sect.  47  of  stat.  19  & 
20  Vict.  c.  79.  The  words  of  that  secti«>n  imply  that  the  bankrupt 
may  legally  be  in  other  parts  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions  besides  Scot- 
land without  its  being  a  fuga.  And  sect.  147  provides  for  the  case  of 
his  being  beyond  the  juri8dicti«)n  of  the  Lord  Ordinary  or  sheriff  at 
the  time  of  his  obtaining  his  final  discharge.  A  capias  under  stat.  1 
&  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  3,  depends  on  very  different  principles  from  the 
warrant  of  apprehension  in  meditatione  fugae,  which  is  confined  to 
Scotland.  In  Bell's  Dictionary  and  Digest  of  the  Law  of  Scotland,  by 
Boss,  "  Meditaiio  FuyaSy^  it  is  said :  "  When  a  creditor  is  in  circum- 
stances to  make  oath  that  his  debtor,  whether  native  or  foreigner,  is 
in  meditation^  fugae  in  order  to  avoid  the  payment  of  his  debt,  or 
where  he  has  reasonable  ground  for  apprehending  that  the  debtor  has 
such  an  intention,  it  is  competent  for  the  creditor  to  apply  to  a  magis- 
trate, who,  on  inquiring  into  the  circumstances,  and  finding  reason  to 
believe  that  the  creditor's  application  is  well  founded,  will  grant  a 
warrant  for  apprehending  the  aebtor  for  examination ;  and  may  after- 
wards grant  warrant  to  imprison  him  until  he  find  caution  judicio 
sisti."  In  Bell's  Commentaries  on  the  Laws  of  Scotland,  6th  ed.,  by 
Shaw,  p.  1087,  it  is  said :  **  Upon  this  warrant  the  debtor  is  appre- 
hended ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  he  really  means  to  leave  Scotland, 
he  must  find  security  to  the  creditor  de  judicio  sisti, — that  is  to  say, 
that  his  person  shall  be  found  within  the  jurisdiction  of  oar  Courts 
upon  decree  being  pronounced,  and  failing  such  security,  he  is  com- 
*7551  °^'^^^  ^^  prison  till  he  do  so.''  In  our  law  it  is  only  neces- 
-I  sary  *to  satisfy  the  Judge' that  the  debtor  is  about  to  quit  the 
country,  and  that  the  debt  amounts  to  20/.  Sect.  89  provides  for  the 
case  of  a  Scotch  bankrupt  being  in  England  before  his  examination  is 
completed,  and  for  his  being  sent  back  to  Scotland.  [Wiohtmak,  J. 
— If  the  defendant  had  been  in  Scotland  the  warrant  of  protection 
would  not  have  availed  him.]  The  exception  in  sect.  47  was  only 
intended  to  apply  to  Scotch  process.  The  words  "  a  warrant  of  ap- 
prehension or  imprisonment  in  meditatione  fugae"  are  as  exclusively 
descriptive  of  a  Scotch  writ  as  the  words  **a  writ  of  capias  ad  respon- 
dendum" would  be  of  an  English  writ;  and  such  descriptions  should, 
in  favour  of  liberty,  be  strictly  ascertained.  Here  there  was  no  fuga 
from  Scotland,  for  the  defendant  left  that  country  with  the  knowledge 
and  consent  of  the  trustee  of  his  estate  and  his  creditors.  The  con- 
struction contended  for  by  the  plaintiff  would  involve  this  unreason- 
able result,  that  if  the  defendant  having  lefl  Scotland  was  to  reach 
New  Zealand  he  would  be  safe  from  arrest  so  long  as  he  remained  sta- 
tionary there,  but  liable  to  arrest  if  he  attempted  to  proceed  to  another 
colony,  and  although  if  he  succeeded  in  reaching  the  latter  colony  he 
would  be  privileged  whilst  stationary  there,  he  would  be  liable  to  ar- 
rest if  he  attempted  to  return  to  New  Zealand  or  England.  Whatever 
property  he  acquires  in  New  Zealand  before  his  final  discharge  will, 
by  the  provisions  of  stat.  19  &  20  Vict  c.  79,  be  vested  in  the  trustee 
to  be  divided  among  his  creditors. 
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The  affidavit  as  to  the  Scotch  law  merely  echoes  few5^  ^  TMi?^'»'\ 
Scotch  Bankruptcy  Act,  1866.  *^     .      ..  ^' 

WiGHTMAN,  J.— I  am  of  opinion  that  this  rule  oWhfc  ii*  Se^y ft-Y  J 
charged  It  is  not  denied  by  the  bankrupt  that  a  debt  owing  by  Wm  ^' 
to  the  plaintiff  existed  at  one  time,  *  whether  he  may  or  may  not  ri-rr /» 
altimately  be  discharged  from  it  by  the  Scotch  Bankruptcy  ^ 
Act,  19  k  20  Vict.  c.  79.  The  question  is  whether,  in  respect  of  that 
debt,  he  is  liable  to  arrest  notwithstanding  the  warrant  of  protection 
granted  to  him  under  sect.  447  That  depends  upon  the  construction 
U>  be  given  to  sect.  47,  which  enacts  that  the  warrant  granting  protec- 
tion or  liberation  "shall  protect  or  liberate  the  debtor  from  arrest  or 
impriaonment  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  Her  Majesty's  other 
dominions,  for  civil  debt  contracted  previous  to  the  date  of  sequestra- 
tion, and  all  Courts  of  justice  and  Judges  and  all  officers  and  gaolers 
shall  be  bound  to  give  effisct  to  such  warrant  ;*'  so  that  the  operation 
of  the  warrant  is  most  extensive ;  but  it  is  subject  to  this  exception, 
"such  warrant  of  protection  or  liberation  shall  not  be  of  any  effect 
tgainst  the  execution  of  a  warrant  of  apprehension  or  imprisonment 
in  meditatione  fugse  or  ad  factum  prsestandum,  or  for  any  criminal 
act."  It  is  said  that  this  exception  applies  only  to  warrants  in  medi- 
tatione fug8B  according  to  the  law  of  Scotland.  But  when  I  look  to 
the  extensive  nature  of  the  protection  granted  I  am  not  disposed  to 
pat  so  limited  a  construction  upon  it.  It  seems  to  me  that,  though  the 
expressions  in  the  proviso  are  such  as  are  used  in  the  Scotch  law,  the 
exception  must  be  equally  extensive  with  the  protection  granted  in 
the  former  part  of  the  section ;  and  that  the  phrase  ''  in  meditatione 
fag»,''  when  applied  to  a  debtor  in  England,  is  not  to  be  construed 
according  to  the  interpretation  which  it  bears  in  the  Scotch  law,  but 
according  to  what  would  be  its  meaning  in  English  law ;  and  there- 
fore, the  bankrupt  having  come  to  England,  and  relying  on  the  pro- 
tection granted  under  i)ie  first  part  of  the  section,  is  liable  to  a  war- 
rant of  execution,  or  a  warrant  of  apprehension  if  he  meditates  flight 
or  quitting  the  country. 

.*Crompton,  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that,  according  to  the  au-  r^y-ir 
thorities,  we  ought  to  construe  the  words  "  warrant  of  appre-  ^  ^ 
hensioD  in  meditatione  fug»,"  in  stat.  19  &  20  Yict.  c.  79,  s.  47,  as  ex- 
tending to  the  capias  in  our  law.  I  think  that  the  Scotch  lawyers,  in 
drawing  this  statute,  have  used  words  of  their  own  law  to  express 
what  is  common  to  the  jurisdiction  of  English  Courts  as  well  as 
Scotch  ;  and  when,  having  framed  a  clause  granting  protection  to  a 
Scotch  bankrupt  in  England  and  Ireland,  they  introduce  exceptions, 
they  naturally  used  a  term  of  their  own  law  to  include  similar  cases 
according  to  English  law.  Moreover,  meditatio  fug»  is  a  strictly 
accurate  expression,  because  it  is  the  foundation  of  our  process  as  well 
as  theirs.  The  three  cases  excepted  from  the  protection  granted  apply 
to  and  include  cases  of  like  nature  in  all  the  dominions  of  the  Crown 
to  which  the  protection  itself  extends.  It  would  be  monstrous  if  a 
debtor  at  Glasgow  could  be  stopped,  but  if  he  got  to  the  other  side  of 
the  Solway,  he  could  avoid  his  creditors.  I  think  the  meaning  of  the 
English  Act  of  Parliament,  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  3,  is  that,  if  a  debt 
is  made  out  to  be  due,  the  creditor  has  a  right  to  have  the  security  of 
the  body  of  his  debtor  for  payment  of  the  debt ;  and  therefore  this 
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was  a  valid  arrest  unless  the  bankrupt  comes  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Scotch  Bankruptcy  Act.  And  then  there  is  the  great  authority 
of  Lord  Weosleydale  on  this  point  in  M'Gregor  v,  Fisken,  which  was 
not  impugned  when  that  case  came  into  the  full  Court.(a)  The  en- 
actment, being  one  to  prevent  a  debtor  who  has  obtained  protection 
from  being  arrested  in  England  as  well  as  in  Scotland,  the  spirit  of  it 
also  is  in  favour  of  our  view. 

*7o81  *Blackburk,  J. — The  defendant  is  a  debtor  about  to  quit 
•'  the  country ;  and,  if  that  were  all,  the  plaintiff,  his  creditor, 
would  be  entitled  to  arrest  him ;  and  it  is  no  element  for  our  consi- 
deration whether  the  creditor  is  harsh  or  not  in  taking  that  step.  Then 
comes  the  question  whether,  under  sect.  47  of  the  Scotch  Bankruptcy 
Act,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  be  discharged  ?  If  the  section  had 
contained  only  the  enacting  part,  he  would  have  been  entitled.  Also, 
if  the  proviso  means  that  the  protection  shall  have  no  efi'ect  against  a 
w^irrant  of  apprehension  issued  bv  a  Scotch  Court,  the  case  is  not 
within  it,  ana  the  defendant  would  still  be  entitled  to  his  discharge. 
But  if  it  means  that  the  protection  shall  not  have  effect  against  any 
warrant  out  of  an  English  Court  to  the  same  effect  as  a  warrant  of  ap 
prehension  in  meditatione  fuga^,  this  case  is  within  it;  and,  consider- 
ing that  sect.  47  is  an  enactment  for  protecting  and  liberating  from 
arrest  and  imprisonment  in  every  country  in  the  Queen's  dominions, 
we  must  construe  the  proviso  as  applying  to  warrants  issued  out  of 
the  Courts  of  any  of  those  countries  where  the  debtor  happens  to  be 
when  he  is  arrested,  of  the  same  nature  and  to  the  same  effect  as  the 
warrant  of  apprehension  in  meditatione  fugaB  issuing  out  of  the  Scotch 
Courts.  The  Scotch  warrant  in  meditatione  fugaB  is  extremely  simi- 
lar to  our  capias  issued  on  an  affidavit  that  the  debtor  is  about  to  quit 
the  country :  the  debtor  in  England  may  give  bail,  which  is  like 
finding  security  de  judicio  sisti  in  Scotland;  so  that  the  effect  of  the 
two  warrants  is  the  same. 

Also  our  decision  is  not  without  authority ;  for  in  M'Gregor  v. 
Fisken,  cited  in  M'Gregor  v.  Fisken,  6  D.  &  L.  591,  594-6,  596,  Lord 
Wensleydale  decided  that  where  a  Scotch  debtor  was  going  to  To- 
*7"91   ^^^^f  ^^  Canada,  from  England,  there  *was  a  meditation  of 

^  -•  flight,  within  the  exception  in  the  section  of  the  Scotch  Bank- 
ruptcy Act  then  in  force  corresponding  to  sect.  47  of  stat.  19  &20 
Vict.  c.  79;  in  which  latter  case  my  brother  Wightman  held  that  an 
intention  to  go  back  to  Scotland  was  not  a  meditation  of  flight  on  the 
part  of  the*  debtor,  because  it  was  going  back  to  the  country  where 
the  bankruptcy  was  pending,  and  to  the  jurisdiction  which  had 
granted  him  protection.  The  previous  case  of  M'Gregor  v.  Fisken 
afterwards  came  before  the  Court  of  Exchequer.(a)  The  defendant 
had  been  arrested  previously  to  protection  being  granted,  and  he  had 
got  the  wrong  form  of  warrant :  but  from  what  is  reported  as  having 
fal  ien  from  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  and  Lord  Wensleydale,  they  doubted 
whether  the  distinction  taken  by  my  brother  Wightman  was  rijght; 
not  whether  the  decision  by  Lord  Wensleydale  at  Chambers  was  right, 
that  the  exception  is  not  confined  to  the  warrant  of  apprehension  by 
its  technical  name,  but  extends  to  analogous  writs  issued  out  of  an 
English  Court.  Being  of  the  same  opinion,  I  agree  that  this  rulo 
ought  to  be  discharged.  Bule  discharged,  without  costs. 

(a)  See  2  Exoh.  226 ;  6  D.  A  L.  722. 
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PYM,  Administratrix   v.  The  GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY 
COMPANY.     June  17. 

9  <]&  10  Vic$.  c.  93. — Pecuniary  lost. — Seasonable  expectation. — Damages. 

1.  An  aotion  on  9  A  10  Vict  e.  93,  is  mainUinable  io  oases  where  none  could  bare  been 
maintained  by  tb^  deceased  if  be  bad  sarrtved  the  effects  of  the  injnrj  :  as  the  conditiou  in 
the  statute  that  the  action  could  have  been  maintained  bj  the  deceased  if  death  bad  not  ensued, 
has  leferenoe  not  to  the  nature  of  the  loss  or  injurj  sustained,  but  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  bodily  injury  arose,  and  the  nature  of  the  wrongful  aot,  negleof,  or  default  complained 
of. 

2.  Conoessum,  that  in  such  an  action,  the  damages  must  be  based  on  pecuniary  loss  'alone. 

~  3.  The  extinction  of  a  reasonable  expectation  of  pecuniary  advantage  from  the  continuance 
of  the  life  of  the  deceased,  is  a  eufflcieut  damage  to  maintain  such  an  action. 

4>,  Where  the  party  killed  was  possessed  of  personalty  to  the  amount  of  about  34001.,  and  was 
tenant  for  life  of  an  estate  in  land,  worth  nearly  4000/.  a  year,  with  remainder  to  hi*  eldest  son 
in  tail,  and  by  settlement  a  jointure  of  1000/.  a  year  was  settled  on  hi/  wife,  and  20,000/.  secured 
to  the  younger  children  on  his  death,  and  the  deceased  died  intestate ;  held,  that  the  widow  and 
younger  children  had  a  sufficient  expectation  of  pecuniary  interest  from  the  continuance  of  his 
life  to  render  its  loss  the  ground  of  an  action. 

5.  In  that  case,  the  jury  having  given  13,000/.  damages,  t.  e.  1000/.  for  the  widow  and  1500/. 
for  each  of  the  younger  children :  held,  that  this  was  excessive,  and  that  the  damages  for  each 
of  the  ohildren  ought  to  be  reduced  to  1000/. 

This  was  an  action,  by  an  administratrix,  brought  under  Lord 
Campbell's  Act  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  93. 

On  the  trial,  before  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  at  the  Middlesex  Sittings  after 
Trinity  Term,  1861,  it  appeared  that  the  action  was  brought  by  the 

Elaintiff,  as  widow  and  administratrix  of  a  gentleman  of  fortune,  on 
ehalf  of  herself  and  their  eight  younger  children,  to  recover  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  sustained  by  them  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
the  intestate,  who  was  killed  by  an  accident  to  a  railway  carriage  of 
the  defendants  in  which  he  was  travelling,  occasioned,  as  was  alleged, 
by  the  negligence  of  the  defendants,  or  their  servants. 

The  circumstances  of  the  deceased  were  as  follows.  He  was  tenant 
for  life  of  an  estate  in  land,  the  value  of  which  was  a  little  short  of 
4000Z.  a  year.  By  the  provisions  of  a  settlement,  executed  in  1847,  a 
jointure  of  10007.  a  year  was  settled  on  his  wife,  and  a  sum  of  20,0007. 
was  secured  to  the  younger  children  on  his  death.  The  estate  itself 
passed  under  the  entail  to  his  eldest  son.  The  personal  property 
amounted  to  about  8400Z.  He  left  eight  younger  children,  all  under 
twelve  years  of  age. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  lefk  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  the  death  of 
the  deceased  was  occa.sioned  by  the  negligence  of  the  defendants  or 
their  servants:  and  told  them  that,  in  estimating  the  amount  of  dam- 
ages, they  must  not  take  *into  consideration  any  pain  of  mind  r^tfjai 
or  wounded  feeling  caused  to  the  widow  or  children  by  the  '- 
death,  and  must  assess  damages  solely  as  compensation  tor  pecuniary 
loss  sustained  by  them  in  consequence  of  it.  He  told  them  that  they 
might  take  into  consideration  the  loss  of  the  advantages  of  superior 
education,  social  position  and  personal  comforts,  of  which  the  father's 
income,  had  he  lived,  would  have  secured  the  benefit  and  enjoyment 
to  the  family ;  and  also  the  loss  of  that  provision,  which  it  was  to  be 
presumed  that  the  deceased,  as  a  prudent  father  of  a  family,  would 
have  made  by  saving  from  his  income  for  the  benefit  of  his  wife  and 
younger  children. 
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The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff)  damages  13,000t;  appor- 
tioning ibOOL  tor  the  widow,  and  1500Z.  for  each  of  the  younger 
children.  No  compensation  was  awarded  to  the  eldest  son,  he  having 
TOCceeded  to  the  landed  property  of  the  deceased  under  the  entail. 

In  Michaelmas  Term,  1861, 

Hawkins  obtained  a  rule,  in  pursuance  of  leave  reserved,  to  enter  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant,  or  a  nonsuit,  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
no  cause  of  action  established  by  the  evidence;  or  for  a  new  trial,  on 
the  ground  that  the  damages  were  excessive. 

The  rule  was  argued,  in  Easter  Term,  on  the  12th  May.  1862,  be- 
fore Cockburn,  C.  J.,  Crompton,  Blackburn,  and  Mellor,  JJ. 

The  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  93,  entitled  "An  Act  for  compensating  the 
families  of  persons  killed  by  accidents:^'  after  reciting  that  "no  action 
at  law  is  now  maintainable  against  a  person  who  by  his  wrongful  act, 
*7621  "^S'^^'j  ^^  default,  may  have  caused  the  death  of  another  per- 
-*  son,  and  it  is  oftentimes  right  and  expedient  that  the  *wrong- 
doer  in  such  case  should  be  answerable  in  damages  for  the  injury  so 
caused  by  him,"  enacts : 

Sect.  1.  "  Whensoever  the  death  of  a  person  shall  be  caused  by 
wrongful  act,  neglect,  or  default,  and  the  act,  neglect,  or  default  is 
such  as  would  (if  death  had  not  ensued)  have  entitled  the  party  injured 
to  maintain  an  action  and  recover  damages  in  respect  thereof,  then  and 
in  every  such  case  the  person  who  would  have  been  liable  if  death  had 
not  ensued  shall  be  liable  to  an  action  fi)r  damages,  notwithstanding 
the  death  of  the  person  injured,  and  although  the  death  shall  have 
been  caused  under  such  circumstances  as  amount  in  law  to  felony." 

Sect.  2.  "  Every  such  action  shall  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  wife, 
husband,  parent,  and  child  of  the  person  whose  death  shall  have  been 
so  caused,  and  shall  be  brought  by  and  in  the  name  of  the  executor 
or  administrator  of  the  person  deceased ;  and  in  every  such  action  the 
jury  may  give  such  damages  as  they  may  think  proportioned  to  the 
injury  resulting  from  such  death  to  the  parties  respectively  for  whom 
and  for  whose  benefit  such  action  shall  be  brought;  and  the  amouot 
so  recovered,  after  deducting  the  costs  not  recovered  from  the  defend- 
ant, shall  be  divided  amongst  the  before-mentioned  parties  in  such 
shares  as  the  jury  by  their  verdict  shall  find  and  direct." 

Bovillf  Lushf  and  Qarth  showed  cause. — First.  It  may  be  conceded 
that  an  action  on  this  statute  can  only  be  maintained  for  pecuniary 
loss;  and  the  other  side  will  contend  that  as  the  deceased,  in  the  event 
of  his  surviving  the  accident,  could  not  have  recovered  for  pecuniary 
loss,  his  personal  representative  cannot  do  so, 

*7681  *^^  ^^  ^  misfconception  of  this  statute  to  look  on  it  as  coo- 
^  tinning  to  the  personal  representatives  a  right  of  action  pre- 
viously vested  in  the  deceased ; — on  the  contrary  its  object  was  to 
give  them  a  new  species  of  action.  This  appears  from  the  title,  which 
declares  the  statute  to  be  "for  compensating  the  &milies  of  persons 
killed  by  accident;"  and  also  from  its  not  giving  a  right  of  action  for 
the  benefit  of  the  relations  of  the  deceased  generally,  but  only  of  those 
within  certain  specified  degrees.  Besides,  no  part  of  the  money 
recovered  goes  to  the  estate  of  the  deceased  or  to  his  creditors.  Where 
a  tenant  for  life  of  land,  or  an  annuitant,  or  a  person  holding  an  ap- 
pointment abroad,  is  killed,  his  family  suffer  pecuniary  loss  by  his 
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death,  although  if  he  had  survived  he  could  not  have  maintained  an 
action  for  pecuniary  loss.  Moreover,  where  au  accident  does  not 
prove  fatal,  the  injured  party  may  recover  damages  against  the  wrong- 
cioer  for  the  personal  suffering  sustained  by  him  in  consequence  of  it, 
a  thing  which  the  personal  representatives  clearly  cannot  do. 

As  to  what  is  a  sufficient  pecuniary  interest  to  bring  a  case  within 
this  statute.  In  Balton  v.  The  South  Eastern  Railway  Company,  4 
C.  B.  N.  S.  296  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  93),  it  was  held  that  legal  liability 
alone  is  not  the  test  of  injury  in  respect  of  which  damages  may  be 
recovered  in  an  action  on  it ;  but  the  reasonable  expectation  of  pecu- 
niary advantage  by  the  relative  remaining  alive  may  be  taken  into 
account  by  the  jury,  and  damages  may  be  given  in  respect  of  that 
expectation  being  disappointed,  and  the  probable  pecuniary  loss 
thereby  occasioned.  Franklin  v.  The  South  Eastern  Railway  Com- 
pany, 3  H.  &  N.  211,  and  Blake  v.  The  Midland  Railway  Company, 
18  Q,  B.  93  (E.  0.  L.  R,  vol.  83),  are  to  the  same  effect.  r^t^oA 
*[Crompton,  J. — So  is  Duckworth  v.  Johnson,  4  H.  &  N.  653.  '- 
There  was  also  a  case  tried  before  me  at  Liverpool,  I  think,  in  1857, 
arising  out  of  the  death  of  a  young  girl  who  earned  money  at  a 
factory,  in  which  I  ruled  in  the  same  way,  and  the  Court  approved 
my  view:(a)]  In  the  present  case,  admitting  that  a  parent  is  not 
under  any  legal  obligation  to  make  provision  for  his  children,  it  is 
matter  of  reasonable  expectation  on  their  part  that  he  will  pay  for 
their  maintenance,  clothing,  education,  and  putting  them  out  in  the 
world. 

Secondly.  The  amount  of  the  damages  is  peculiarly  within  the 
province  of  the  jury,  and  the  Court  will  never  interfere  unless  they 
can  clearly  see  that  the  amount  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  injury. 

Hawkins,  Phtpson,  and  Holl,  in  support  of  the  rule. — First.  The 
action  maintainable  on  this  statute  by  the  personal  representatives  is 
a  mere  continuance  of  that  which  would  have  accrued  to  the  deceased 
had  he  lived,  and  the  damages  in  both  must  be  of  the  same  character. 
This  appears  from  the  recital,  and  also  from  sect.  1,  which  says  that 
an  action  for  damages  may  be  maintained,  **  notwithstanding  the  death 
of  the  person  injuredJ^  [Cbompton,  J. — No.  Suppose  the  deceased 
lived  for  some  time  after  the  accident,  he  could  recover  for  pain  and 
suffering  to  himself,  the  personal  representatives  could  not.]  The 
statute  must  receive  qualification  so  far.  At  the  common  law,  the 
personal  representatives  could  bring  no  action  for  injury  to  the  pro- 
perty of  the  testator.  This  was  remedied  by  4  E.  3,  c.  7,  with  respect 
to  *personalty,  and  the  3  &  4  W.  4,  c.  42,  s.  2,  as  to  real  estate ;  r^na^ 
but  it  has  always  been  held  that  it  must  appear  that  the  estate  ^ 
was  diminished.  [Cbompton,  J. — Those  statutes  supply  no  analogy, 
for  under  them  the  damages  recovered  are  for  the  benefit  of  the^ 
creditors.  Blagkbubk,  J. — If  a  man  who  has  a  life  annuity  is  killed, 
it  would  be  a  contradiction  in  terms  to  say  that  he  could  have  reco- 
vered had  he  lived :  but  cannot  his  personal  representatives  recover  in 
such  a  case?]  The  general  principle  respecting  damages  is  laid  down 
in  Hadley  v.  Baxendale,  9  £.Kch.  341,  that  they  must  be  such  as  may 

(a)  Perhaps  Bramall  v.  Laes,  mentioned  bj  Aspland,  AmieuM  Onriat,  in  Dalton  v.  The  South 
Bastera  Railway  Company,  4  C.  B.  N.  S.  296, 302  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  93),  and  reported  in  29  Law 
Timea  82,  111,  IM.  . 
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fairly  and  reasonably  be  considered  either  arising  naturally,  i,  f.  ac- 
cording to  the  usual  course  of  things*  or  such  as  may  reasonably  be 
supposed  to  have  been  in  the  contemplation  of  both  parties  to  the 
contract.  The  construction  contended  for  by  the  other  side  would 
render  the  right  of  the  children  to  compensation  under  the  statute 
dependent  on  the  Cdct  whether  the  deceased  made  a  will ;  and  the 
probability  of  a  man  making  one  is  not  a  matter  fit  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  by  a  jury.  It  would  be  most  serious  to  Railway  Com- 
panies if  actions  like  the  present  could  be  maintained. 

Secondly.  The  amount  of  the  damages  is  excessive.  The  jury  must 
have  proceeded  on  a  wrong  principle,  seeing  that  they  awarded  the 
same  sum  to  each  of  the  children;  whereas,  in  consequence  of  the 
difference  in  their  ages,  the  probable  expenditure  of  each  to  their 
&ther  had  he  lived  must  have  greatly  differed. 

Our.  adv.  vuU. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

CocKBURN,  C.  J. — In  this  case  it  was  objected  on  the  part  of  the 
*7661  d®f*2"^*'^^»  fi^'st,  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  ^entitled  to  recover 
-'   in  point  of  law;  secondly,  that,  even  if  the  plaintiff  was  enti- 
tled to  recover,  the  damages  were  excessive.     [His  Lordship  here 
stated  the  facts.] 

The  heads  of  loss  mainly  relied  on  by  the  plaintiff  were,  first,  the 
loss  of  the  advantages  of  superior  education,  and  of  the  social  position 
and  personal  comforts  of  which  the  father's  income,  had  he  lived, 
would  have  secured  the  benefit  and  enjoyment  to  the  family ;  secondly, 
the  loss  of  that  provision  which  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  the  de- 
ceased, as  a  prudent  father  of  a  family,  would  have  made  by  saving 
from  bis  income,  for  the  benefit  of  his  wife  and  younger  children. 

The  jury,  who  were  properly  directed,  if  they  considered  the  fact 
of  negligence  as  established,  to  estimate  the  damage  with  reference  to 
pecuniary  loss  alone,  assessed  the  damages  at  13,000/.,  being  1000/. 
for  the  widow,  and  1500/.  for  each  of  the  children. 

It  is  objected,  on  the  part  of 'the  defendants,  that,  independently  of 
the  amount  of  damages,  the  verdict  cannot  stand ;  first,  because  the 
case  does  not  come  within  the  terms  of  the  statute  9  &  10  Vict.  o.  93 ; 
secondly,  because  the  loss,  even  if  a  pecuniary  loss  at  all,  is  in  the 
present  instance  too  uncertain  and  remote  to  be  properly  the  subject 
of  compensation  under  the  statute. 

In  support  of  the  first  of  these  grounds  of  objection,  the  language 
of  the  first  section  of  the  Act  was  relied  on ;  and  it  was  contended 
that,  inasmuch  as  if  death  had  not  ensued  from  the  effects  of  the 
accident,  the  deceased  could  have  had  no  right  of  action  against  the 
Company  in  respect  of  a  pecuniary  loss  arising  only  on  his  death,  this 
action  could  not  be  maintained  by  his  representative,  inasmuch  as  the 
right  of  action  is  given  only  where  the  deceased  could  have  main- 
tained an  action  if  death  had  not  ensued. 

♦7671  *^®  ^®^®  ^^  ^^^^  struck  with  this  argument,  but,  on  coDfli-' 
^  deration,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  condition  that  the  action 
could  have  been  maintained  by  the  deceased  if  death  had  not  ensued, 
has  reference  not  to  the  nature  of  the  loss  or  injury  sustained,  but  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  bodily  injury  arose,  and  the  nature 
of  the  wrongful  act,  neglect,  or  default  complained  of.     Thus,  if  the 
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deceased  bad,  by  bis  own  negligence  materially  contributed  to  tbe 
accident  whereby  he  lost  his  life,  as  he,  if  still  living,  could  not  have 
maintained  an  action  in  respect  of  any  bodily  injury,  notwithstanding 
there  might  have  been  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  the 
present  action  could  not  have  been  supported.  But  supposing  the 
circumstances  of  the  negligence  to  have  been  such  that,  if  death  had 
not  ensued,  the  deceased  might  have  brought  his  action  in  respect  of 
any  injury  arising  to  him  from  it,  we  are  of  opinion  that  his  represen- 
tative may  maintain  an  action  in  respect  of  an  injury  arising  from  a 
pecuniary  loss  occasioned  by  the  death,  although  that  pecuniary  loss 
would  not  Have  resulted  from  the  accident  to  the  deceased  bad  he 
lived.  This  being  the  view  we  take  of  the  efieot  of  the  condition  con- 
tained in  the  Act,  we  are  of  opinion  that  this  objection  to  the  plain- 
tiff's right  of  action  fails. 

As  to  the  second  head  of  objection,  we  are  of  opinion  that  as  the 
benefit  of  education  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  greater  comforts  and 
conveniences  of  life  depend  on  the  possession  of  pecuniary  means  to 
procure  them,  the  loss  of  these  advantages  is  one  which  is  capable  of 
being  estimated  in  money,  in  other  words,  is  a  pecuniary  loss;  ptc^ao 
and  therefore  the  loss  of  such  advantages  arising  ^irom  the  '• 
death  of  a  father  whose  income  ceases  with  his  life  is  an  injury  in 
respect  of  which  an  action  can  be  maintained  on  the  statute.  A  for- 
tiori, the  loss  of  a  pecuniary  provision,  which  fails  to  be  made  owing 
to  the  premature  death  of  a  person  by  whom  such  provision  would 
have  been  made  had  he  Hvea,  is  clearly  a  pecuniary  loss  for  which 
compensation  may  be  claimed. 

It  is  true  that  it  must  always  remain  matter  of  uncertainty  whether 
tht;  deceased  person  would  have  applied  the  necessary  portion  of  in- 
come in  securing  to  his  family  the  social  and  domestic  advantages  of 
which  they  are  said  to  have  been  deprived  by  his  death ;  still  more, 
whether  he  would  have  laid  by  any  and  what  portion  of  his  income  to 
make  provision  for  them  at  his  death.  But,  as  it  has  been  established 
by  the  oases  decided  upon  this  statute,  that,  if  there  be  a  reasonable 
expectation  of  pecuniary  advantage,  the  extinction  of  such  expecta- 
tion by  negligence  occasioning  the  death  of  the  party  from  whom  it 
arose  will  sustain  tbe  action,  it  is  for  a  jury  to  say,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, taking  into  account  all  the  uncertainties  and  contingencies 
of  the  particular  case,  whether  there  was  such  a  reasonable  and  well 
foundea  expectation  of  pecuniary  benefit  as  can  be  estimated  in  money, 
and  so  become  the  subject  of  damages  in  such  an  action. 

The  matter  having,  in  the  present  instance,  been  thus  left  to  the 
jury,  and  the  issue  having  been  found  by  them  for  the  plaintiff,  we 
see  no  reason  for  disturbing  the  verdict  so  far  as  the  right  of  the 
plaintiff  to  maintain  the  action  in  point  of  law  is  oonoemed. 

We  are  not  insensible  to  the  argument  ah  inconvenienti,  founded  on 
the  very  serious  consequences  which  might  *ensue  to  a  railway  pygg 
Company  in  the  event  of  a  fatal  accident  happening  from  neg-  *- 
ligence  to  an  individual  of  very  large  fortune.  But  we  think  this  is 
rather  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  as  to  whether  any  limit 
should  be  put  to  the  liability,  than  for  us.  We  see  no  difference  in 
principle  between  such  a  case  as  the  present  and  that  of  a  claim  by  the 
family  of  an  artisan  for  the  loss  of  the  advantages  arising  from  their 
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father's  earnings,  in  which  case  it  is  not  doubted  that  the  action  may 
be  maintained. 

As  regards  the  amount  of  damages,  we  are  led  to  think  that  the  sum 
awarded  by  the  jury  is  too  large.  Considering  that,  by  the  settlement, 
provision  is  already  made  on  the  father's  death  for  the  widow  and 
children,  that  it  is  uncertain  how  far  the  deceased  would  have  added 
to  their  provision  by  saving  from  his  income  for  their  benefit,  and  that 
any  such  provision,  whether  under  the  settlement  or  otherwise,  would 
not  have  come  to  them  till  the  father's  death,  while,  on  the  contrary, 
both  the  money  secured  by  the  settlement  and  the  compensation 
awarded  by  the  jury  now  become  realized  at  once,  we  think  theamonnt 
of  the  damages,  so  far  as  the  children  are  concerned,  too  large.  We 
suggest  that,  while. the  sum  awarded  to  the  widow  should  stand,  the 
amount  awarded  to  the  children  should  be  reduced  from  1500Z.  to 
lOOOZ.  If  this  should  be  assented  to  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  the 
verdict  will  be  reduced  to  9000t,  and  the  rule  will  be  discharged;  if 
not,  the  rule  will  be  absolute  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  the 
damages  found  by  the  jury  are  excessive. 

The  plaintiff's  counsel  then  consented  to  reduce  the  damages  accord- 
ingly. Rule  discharged. 


The  Pennsylvania  statute  of  April 
26th  1855  resemhles  the  Act  of  9  & 
10  Vict.  c.  93,  upon  which  the  action 
in  the  principal  case  was  brought,  and 
the  Englbh  decisions  have  been  relied 
upon  in  interpretation  of  the  meaning 
to  he  attributed  to  the  Pennsylvania 
statute.  Thus  in  an  action  by  the 
parents  for  the  loss  of  a  son,  who  was 
struck  by  a  locomotive,  as  he  was  get- 
ting off  the  cars  on  the  wrong  side, 
and  killed,  the  damage  was  held  to  be 
limited  to  the  pecuniary  loss  which 
was  occasioned  to  the  plaintiffs  by  the 
death  of  their  son :  Pa.  Railroad  Co. 
V.  Zebe,  9  Casey  (Pa.  1858)  318-^27 ; 
Pa.  Railroad  Co.-o.  Henderson,  1  P. 
F.  Smith  (Pa  1865)  315.  In  an  ac- 
tion  by  the  children  for  the  loss  which 
they  suffered  by  the  death  of  their 
father,  Sharswood,  J.,  said:  •' After 
an  attentive  examination  and  review 
of  all  the  cases  which  have  hitherto 
been  decided,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
the  proper  measure  of  damages  is  the 
pecuniary  loss  suffered  by  the  parties 
•entitled  to  the  sum  to  be  recovered — 
In  this  instance  the  children  of  the 


decedent — ^without  any  solatium  for 
distress  of  mind ;  and  the  loss  is  what 
the  deceased  would  have  probably 
earned  by  his  intellectual  or  bodily 
labour  in  his  business  or  profession 
during  the  remainder  of  his  lifetime, 
and  which  would  have  gone  for  the 
benefit  of  his  children,  taking  into 
consideration  his  age,  ability,  and  dis- 
position to  labour,  and  his  habits  of 
living  and  expenditure :"  Pa.  Railroad 
Co.  V.  Butler,  7  P.  F.  Smith  (Pa. 
1868)  835.  In  an  action  by  the  party 
injured  for  compensation,  the  same 
eminent  judge  said:  "The  general 
rule  in  adtions  on  the  case  for  negli- 
gence is,  that  the  party  aggrieved  is 
entitled  to  recover  only  to  the  extent 
of  his  actual  injury.  In  the  case  of  a 
suit  by  the  party  injured  himself,  it 
may,  no  doubt,  include  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  pain  and  suffering, 
as  well  as  the  expense  of  medical  at- 
tendance and  the  loss  of  time  conse- 
quent upon  confinement:"  Pa.  Rail- 
road Co.  V.  Books,  7  P.  F.  Smith  (Pa. 
1868)  839. 
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•FISHER  V.  PROWSE.    June  16.  [*770 

COOPER  V.  WALKER. 

Highway. — Obstruction, — Dedication, — Metropolis  Local  Management  Act^  18  <k  19 

Viet.  c.  m. 

1.  Where  an  erection  or  ezearation  eziits  npon  land,  and  the  land  on  whieh  it  exiits,  or  to 
whieh  it  it  oontiguoae,  is  deditfbted  to  the  public  aa  a  highway,  the  dedication  must  be  taken 
to  be  made  to  the  public  and  accepted  by  them,  subject  to  the  inconvenience  or  rislc  arising 
from  the  existing  state  of  things. 

2.  The  defendant  occupied  a  house  a<yo{ning  to  a  public  street,  with  a  cellar  belonging  to  it, 
whieh  cellar  had  existed  before  the  defendant  had  anything  in  the  house.  The  mouth  of  this 
cellar  opened  into  the  footway  of  the  street  by  a  trap  door.  During  the  day  this  trap  door 
was  open,  but  at  night  it  was  closed  by  a  flap,  which  slightly  projected  above  the  footway,  and 
it  had  BO  projected  as  long  as  living  memory  went  back.  The  plaintiff,  coming  along  the  foot- 
way at  night,  stumbled  over  this  flap,  f<pn,  and  sustained  injury,  for  which  he  brought  an  action. 
Held,  that  the  jury  ought  to  draw  the  conclusion  that  the  cellar  flap  had  existed  as  long  as 
the  street,  and  that  the  dedication  of  the  way  to  the  public  was  with  the  cellar  flap  in  it,  and 
subject  to  its  being  continued  there ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  defendant  was  not  liable,  as  the 
maintenance  of  such  an  ancient  cellar  flap  was  not  unlawfuL 

3.  Declaration  for  negligently  and  improperly  placing  in  a  public  street  oertitin  steps,  so  that 
the  same  were  an  obstruction  to  persons  using  the  street,  and  dangerous  to  persons  passing  along 
it  at  night ;  find  averring  th\it  the  plaintiff,  passing  along  the  street^  fell  over  them  and  was 
injured.  Plea,  that  the  street  was  subject  to  the  right  of  the  occupiers  of  a  house  a4joining  it 
to  have  steps  standing  in  the  highway  and  leading  up  to  the  outer  door  of  the  house,  all  per- 
sons passing  along  the  highway  being  entitled  to  pass  on  foot  over  the  steps  as  a  part  of  the 
highway  which  steps  were  part  of  the  house ;  that,  the  street  being  lowered  under  The  Metrop- 
olis Local  Management  Act,  18  A  19  Vict*  c.  120,  the  old  steps  were  necessarily  removed,  and 
the  present  steps  plaeed  in  their  room ;  that  the  new  steps  were  placed  on  the  same  part  of 
the  highway  on  which  the  old  steps  had  stood  and  caused  no  greater  obstruction  or  danger 
than  did  the  old  steps.  Held  that  plea  the  was  good,  as  the  former  highway  was  snbjeet  to 
the  right  on  the  part  of  the  occupiers  of  the  defendant's  house  to  keep  these  steps  there,  and 
the  lower^  highway  was  subject  to  a  similar  right. 

FISHER  V.  PROWSE. 

Thb  declaration  stated  that  the  defendant  nnlawfullj,  carelessly  and 
negligently  kept,  maintained  and  continued  an  area  cover,  or  cellar 
flap,  raised  and  projecting  over  and  npbn  a  public  street  or  highway, 
so  as  to  be  dangerous  to  and  likely  to  injure,  and  the  same  wa&  dan- 
gerous to  and  likely  to  injure,  persons  lawfully  passing  in  and  r^^i^-i 
along,  and  using  the  said  street  or  *highway;  by  reason  of  "^ 
which  premises  the  plaintiff,  who  was  lawfully  passing  in  and  along 
and  using  the  said  street  or  highway,  walked  on  and  tripped  upon  and 
against  the  said  area  cover  or  cellar  flap,  and  thereby  he  was  cast  and 
thrown  down  to  and  upon  the  ground,  and  one  of  his  arms  became 
and  was  dislocated,  and  the  ligaments  of  one  of  his  shoulders  were 
lacerated,  &c. 

First  plea.  Not  guilty.  There  were  two  other  pleas  traversing 
allegations  in  the  declaration. 

Issues  thereon. 

On  the  trial,  before  Erie,  C.  J.,  at  the  Maidstone  Spring  Assizes  in 
1861,  it  appeared  that  the  defendant  was  occupier  of  a  house  adjoining 
to  a  public  street,  with  a  cellar  belonging  to  itj  which  cellar  had 
existed  before  the  defendant  had  anything  in  the  house.  The  mouth 
of  this  cellar  opened  into  the  footway  of  the  street  by  a  trap  door. 
During  the  day  this  trap  door  was  open,  but  at  night  it  was  closed  by 
a  flap  which  slightly  projected  above  the  footway.    The  plaintiff 
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coming  along  the  footway  at  night  stumbled  over  this  flap,  fell,  and 
sustained  injury,  for  which  he  brought  this  action. 

At  the  close  of  the  plaintifTs  case,  the  Chief  Justice  directed  a  non- 
suit, but  gave  leave  to  the  plaintiff  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  75Z., 
it  beinff  "to  be  taken  as  proved  that,  as  long  as  living  memory  went 
/  back,  the  flap  had  been  as  described  in  the  evidence." 

In  the  following  EAster  Term, 

Parry,  Serjt,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  accordin^y,  citing  Coupland  v. 
Hardingham,  8  Camp.  398,  and  Barnes  v.  Ward,  9  C.  B.  392  (E.  C.  L. 
R.  vol.  67). 

The  rule  was  argued  at  the  Sittings  in  Banc  after  Trinity  Term, 
June  13th,  1861 ;  before  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  and  Blackburn,  J.,  and 
*7721  ^^  '^®  following  Michaelmas  *Terro,  November  4th,  before 
J  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  Crompton,  Blackburn  and  Mellor,  JJ. 

Joseph  Brown  showed  cause. — First,  l^he  defendant  is  not  responsi- 
ble for  the  accident ; — there  was  no  evidence  of  negligence  on  his  part, 
nor  proof  that  the  mischief  which  happened  was  one  which  could  have 
been  foreseen  by  him:  Cornman  v.  The  Eastern  Counties  Railway 
Company,  4  H.  &  N.  781,  785,  786,  per  Martin  and  Bramwell,  BB. ; 
Toomey  v.  The  London,  Brighton  and  South  Coast  Railway  Com- 
pany, 8  C.  B.  N.  S.  146,  150  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  91),  per  Williams  and 
Willes,  JJ. 

Secondly.  The  cellar  with  the  flap  having  existed  from  time  im- 
memorial as  it  was  when  the  accident  happened,  the  presumption  is 
that  the  highway  was  dedicated  with  the  flap  in  it.  The  dictum  of 
Lord  Ellenborough  in  Coupland  v.  Hardingham,  3  Campb.  898,  which 
seems  to  the  contrary,  was  not  confirmed  in  Barnes  v.  Ward,  9  C.  B. 
392  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  67),  nor  in  Cornwell  v.  The  Metropolitan  Commis- 
sioners of  Sewers,  10  Exch.  771,  774,  776.  What  would  be  an  ob- 
struction if  newly  erected  on  a  highway  is  lawful  if  it  be  ancient:  1 
Russ.  on  Crimes,  by  Greaves,  8d  ed.,  p.  847,  citing  1  [2]  Hawk.  P.  C. 
[by  Leach],  book  i.,  ch.  75,  s.  9,  and  ch.  76,  s.  146 ;  Bateman  v.  Burge, 
6  C.  &  P.  391  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  25),  16  Vin.  Abr.  27,  Nusance.  (G),  pi. 
18  in  margin,  citing  Lill.  Pr.  Reg.  Nusance,  246,  in  which  Robins's  Case, 
Trin.  8  W .  3  C,  B,  is  cited.  [He  also  cited  Hardcastle  v.  The  South 
Yorkshire  Railway  and  River  Dun  Company,  4  H.  &  N.  67,  Blyth 
V.  Topham,  Cro.  Jac.  158,  Hounsell  v.  Smyth,  7  C.  B.  N.  S.  781  (E.  C. 
L.  R.  vol.  97).] 

The  plaintiff  in  person  supported  the  rule.  Cur.  adv.  vuU. 

♦773  ♦COOPER  V.  WALKER. 

The  declaration  alleged  that  the  defendant  wrongfully,  negligently 
and  improperly  placed,  and  caused  to  be  placed,  in  a  public  street  or 
thoroughfare,  called  Christopher  Street,  certain  stone  steps,  so  that  the 
same  became  and  were  an  obstruction^and  hindrance  to  persons  using 
the  street,  and  dangerous  to  persons  passing  along  it  at  night;  and  that 
the  plaintiff  was  passing  along  the  street  by  night,  as  she  lawfully  might, 
after  the  said  stone  steps  had  been  so  placed  by  the  defendant  in  the 
street,  and  had  been  left  unguarded  and  unfenced  by  him,  whilst  they 
were  dangerous  to  persons  passing  along  the  said  street  by  night,  when 
her  foot  struck  against  the  stone  steps;  and  the  plaintiff  was,  by  means 
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of  the  premises,  and  of  the  negligent,  wrongful  and  improper  conduct  of 
the  defendant  in  that  behalf,  thrown  down,  and  her  thigh  was  broken,  &c. 

Pleas.  First,  not  ^uilt^y;  second,  except  as  to  the  negligence 
alleged,  that  the  said  nighway,  before  and  at  the  time  when  it  was 
lowered  as  thereinafter  mentioned,  and  at  the  time  of,  &c.,  was  subject 
to  the  right  of  the  occupiers  for  the  time  [being]  of  a  house  adjoining 
it,  to  have  steps  standing  in  the  highway  on  a  certain  part  thereof 
and  leading  up. to  the  outer  door  of  the  said  house  for  the  convenient 
occupation  thereof,  all  persons  passing  along  the  highway  being  en- 
titled to  pass  on  foot  over  the  said  steps,  as  part  of  the  said  highway, 
but  not  to  remove  the  steps,  the  highway  beibg  at  the  part  thereof 
which  was  occupied  by  such  steps  a  way  for  foot  passengers  over  the 
said  steps,  which  steps  were  part  of  the  said  house.  That  before  the 
said  time  when,  and  while  the  said  highway  *was  such  an  high-  r^ttrnA 
way  as  aforesaid,  and  so  subject  as  aforesaid,  and  while  certain  ^ 
old  steps  were  lawfully  standing  on  the  said  part  of  the  said  highway 
leading  to  the  said  outer  door  for  the  convenient  occupation  of  the 
said  house,  being  the  steps  which  the  occupier  of  the  house  had  a 
right  to  have  there  as  aforesaid,  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mat- 
thew, Bethnall  Green,  wherein  the  said  highway  was  situate,  having 
lawful  authority  [so]  to  do,  and  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  for  the  local  management  of  the  metropolis  (18  &  19  Vict. 
c.  120),  lowered  the  level  of  the  said  highway  round  the  said  part  of 
the  said  highway,  whereby  it  became  necessary  for  the  convenient 
occupation  of  the  said  house,  that  the  old  steps  leading  to  the  outer 
door  thereof  as  aforesaid  should  be  taken  down,  and  other  steps  placed 
in  the  said  part  of  the  said  highway,  so  as  that  none  of  the  steps 
leading  to  the  said  outer  door  should  be  of  an  inconvenient  height,  as 
one  of  the  old  steps  would  have  been  after  the  said  lowering ;  where 
upon  the  defendant,  for  the  making  of  the  steps  to  the  said  outer  door 
convenient  for  the  occupation  of  the  said  house,  did  at  the  request  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  occupier  of  the  said  bouse,  who  was  also  in 
possession  of  the  said  steps  as  part  thereof,  take  down  the  old  steps, 
and  place  steps  oi^the  said  part  of  the  said  highway  on  which  the  old 
steps  stood  as  aforesaid,  such  new  steps  being  steps  leading  to  the  said 
house  for  the  convenient  occupation  of  the  said  house,  and  conveni- 
ently constructed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  in  all  respects  law- 
fully constructed.  That  the  taking  down  the  old  steps  and  the  placing 
of  new  steps  as  aforesaid,  of  the  construction  aforesaid,  was  all  done 
with  the  sanction,  consent,  approbation  and  authority  of  the  said 
vestry.  That  the  new  steps  were  ^proper  steps  to  be  so  placed  r#iTi7g 
in  the  said  part  of  the  said  highway  as  aforesaid,  for  the  pur-  ^ 
pose  aforesaid,  and  caused  no  greater  obstruction,  hindrance,  incon- 
venience or  danger  to  persons  passing  along  the  lowered  highway 
than  did  the  old  steps  cause  to  persons  passing  along  the  highway 
before  it  was  lowered. 

Issues  thereon. 

On  the  trial,  before  Hill,  J.,  at  the  Middlesex  Sittings  after  Trinity 
Term  in  1861,  the  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  on  the  plea  of 
not  guilty,  and  for  the  defendant  on  the  issue  joined  on  the  second 
plea.     In  the  following  Michaelmas  Term  (November  2d), 

WbolkU  obtained  a  rule  calling  upon  the  defendant  to  show  causa 
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why  the  judgment  should  not  be  entered  for  the  plaintiff  on  the  second 
plea  uon  obstante  veredicto. 

The  rule  was  argued,  in  Easter  Term,  May  18th,  1862;  before 
GooKBURN,  C.  J.,  Ckompton,  Blackburn  and  Mbllor,  JJ. 

Mills  and  H.  Jamen  showed  cause. — It  must  be  supposed  that  the 
street  was  dedicated  to  the  public,  subject  to  the  right  of  the  occupier 
of  the  defendant's  house  to  have  steps  standing  there ;  and  the  de- 
fendant had  a  right  to  replace  them  after  they  had  been  removed  for 
the  purpose  of  lowering  the  street.  The  public  have  still  the  same 
use  of  the  street  which  they  have  ever  had,  or  which  they  have  a 
right  to.  [They  referred  to  stat.  18  &  19  Vict.  c.  120,  s.  98,  and  cited 
Le  Neve  v.  The  Vestry  of  Mile  End  Old  Town,  8  E.  &  B.  1054  (E.  G. 
L.  R.  vol.  92),  on  sects.  119  and  120  of  the  same  statute,  Well  beloved 
on  Highways  440,  Jarvis  v.  Dean,  S  Bing.  447  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  11), 
s.  0.  11  B.  Moo.  892 ;  El  wood  v,  Bullock,  6  Q.  B.  883  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol. 
51),  and  Lethbridge  v.  Winter,  1  Campb.  263,  note  (6). 
*7761  *  Woolkitf  in  support  of  the  rule.— There  cannot  be  a  dedica- 
-'  tion  of  a  highway  with  a  right  to  maintain  upon  it  an  obstruc- 
tion which  would  be  a  nuisance  at  common  law;  consequently,  the 
jury  having  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  upon  the  plea  of  not 
guilty,  the  allegation  in  the  declaration  that  these  steps  were  danger- 
ous, and  therefore  a  nuisance  at  common  law,  must  be  taken  to  have 
been  proved.  [He  cited  1  Hawk.  P.  C,  by  Ourwood,  p.  700,  book  1, 
ch.  32,  s.  8,  referring  probably  to  Reg.  v.  Watts,  1  Salk.  357 ;  Moraat 
V.  Chamberlain,  6  H.  &  N.  541 ;  Coupland  v.  Hardingham,  3  Campb. 
898 ;  Jacob  Hairs  Case,  1  Vent.  169.]  Cur.  adv.  vuU. 

Blackburn,  J.  (June  13th),  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  Coart. 

The  decision  in  both  these  cases  depends  upon  the  same  question 
of  law. 

[His  Lordship,  after  stating  the  facts  and  the  reservation  at  the 
trial  in  Fisher  v.  Prowse,  proceeded.]  A  rule  nisi  to  enter  the  ver- 
dict for  the  plaintiff  was  obtained  ;  against  which  cause  was  shown  by 
Mr.  Brown  in  the  Sittings  after  last  Trinity  Term,  before  my  Lord 
and  myself,  the  plaintiff  appearing  in  person  in  support  of  the  rale 
in  Michaelmas  Term. 

We  think  we  must,  on  this  reservation,  coupled  with  the  evidence, 
take  it  to  have  been  proved  that  there  was  no  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  plaintiff  contributing  to  the  accident,  and  that  the  flap  did 
cause  obstruction  to  the  footway  to  such  an  extent  that  if  the  flap  had 
been  put  down  for  the  first  time,  after  the  highway  was  dedicated  to 
the  public,  it  would  have  been  a  nuisance  for  the  consequences  of 
*7771  ^^^^^  those  who  maintained  *the  nuisance  would  have  beeo 
-■  responsible.  On  the  other  hand,  we  must  take  it  to  have  ap- 
peared that  the  flap  continued  in  its  original  condition,  and  that  the 
defendant  had  not  altered  it  or  suffered  it  to  get  out  of  repair,  so  as 
to  increase  the  danjs^er  and  obstruction  beyond  what  always  must  have 
existed  since  it  was  there.  And  we  think  that,  on  its  being  shown 
that  the  cellar  flap  had  existed  in  its  present  condition  as  far  back  as 
living  memory  went,  the  jury  ought  to  draw  the  conclusion  that  it 
had  existed  as  long  as  the  street,  and  that  the  dedication  of  the  way 
to  the  public  was  with  this  cellar  flap  in  it,  and  subject  to  the  reser- 
vation of  its  being  continued  there,  so  far  as  by  law  the  highway 
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• 

could  be  subject  to  it.  It  seems  to  us,  therefore,  that  the  question 
reserved  was  whether,  after  the  dedication  of  the  highway,  the  main- 
tenance of  such  an  ancient  cellar  flap  was  unlawful. 

During  the  pendency  of  the  rule  in  this  case  of  Fisher  v,  Prowse,  a 
rule  nisi  had  been  obtained  in  the  other  case  of  Cooper  v.  Walker, 
and  as  the  same  question  arose  in  that  case,  we  delayed  judgment  in 
Fisher  v.  Prowse  till  after  the  case  of  Gooper  v.  Walker  should  have 
been  argued. 

In  Cooper  v.  Walker  the  plaintiff  declared  against  the  defendant 
for  negligently  and  improperly  placing  in  a  public  street  certain  stone 
steps,  so  that  the  same  became  and  were  an  obstruction  and  hindrance 
to  persons  using  the  street,  and  dangerous  to  persons  passing  along  it 
at  night,  and  averred  that  the  plaintiff,  passing  along  the  street,  fell 
over  them  and  was  injured.  The  defendant,  in  addition  to  the  plea 
of  not  guilty,  pleaded  a  second  plea,  on  which  the  present  question 
arises. 

This  plea  was  that  the  street  was  subject  to  the  right  *of  the  r^trno 
occupiers  of  a  house  adjoining  it  to  have  steps  standing  in  the  ^ 
highway  on  a  part  thereof,  and  leading  up  to  the  outer  door  of  the 
said  house,  all  persons  passing  along  the  highway  being  entitled  to 
pass  on  foot  over  the  said  steps  as  a  part  of  the  highway,  but  not  to 
remove  the  said  steps,  the  highway  being  at  the  part  thereof  which 
was  occupied  by  such  steps  a  way  for  foot  passengers  over  the  said 
steps,  which  steps  were  part  of  the  said  house,  l^he  plea  then  pro- 
ceeded to  show  that  the  street  was  lowered  under  the  Metropolis 
Local  Management  Act,  18  &  19  Yict.  c.  120;  that,  in  so  doing,  the 
old  steps  were  necessarily  removed,  and  the  present  steps  placed  in 
their  room ;  and  it  was  averred  that  the  new  steps  were  placed  on  the 
same  part  of  the  highway  on  which  the  old  steps  had  stood,  and 
nowhere  else;  and  that  they  were  proper  steps,  and  caused  no  greater 
obstruction,  hindrance,  inconvenience,  or  danger  to  persons  passing 
along  the  lowered  highway  than  did  the  old  steps  to  persons  passing 
along  the  highway  before  it  was  lowered.  Issue  was  joined  pn  these 
pleas. 

On  the  trial,  before  my  brother  Hill,  the  jury  found  for  the  plain- 
tiff on  the  plea  of  not  guilty,  but  for  the  defendant  on  the  second 
plea.  Mr.  WooIIett,  having  obtained  a  rule  nisi  for  judgment  non 
obstante  veredicto,  cause  was  shown  against  this  rule  in  last  Term, 
before  my  Lord  Chief  Justice,  my  brothers  Crompton  and  Mellor, 
and  myself.  No  damages  had  been  assessed  at  the  trial ;  so  that,  if 
we  thought  the  plea  bad  after  verdict,  the  rule  could  not  have  been 
made  absolute  in  this  form,  though  probably  it  might  have  been 
moulded  so  as  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  a  new  trial;  but  this  we 
need  not  consider,  as  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  plea  is  good. 

It  was  hardly  disputed  on  the  argument  before  us,  that  if  the 
former  highway  was  subject  to  a  right  on  the  *part  of  the  r*77A 
occupiers  of  the  defendant's  house  to  keep  steps  in  it  without  ^ 
their  being,  although  to  some  extent  obstructing  the  highway,  a 
nuisance  or  illegal,  the  lowered  highway  must  be  subject  to  a  similar 
right:  the  main  contention  was  that  no  such  right  could  exist  in  law. 

The  plea  of  not  guilty  having  been  found  for  the  plaintiff,  we  must 
take  it  to  have  been  proved  that  the  steps  in  question  were  so  far  an 
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obstruction  and  hindrance  and  dangeroas  to  passengers  that,  if  they 
had  been  placed  on  the  highway  after  its  dedication,  they  would  have 
been  improper  and  a  nuisance,  so  that  the  party  placing  them  there 
would  have  been  responsible  for  any  damage  thence  arising.  We 
must  construe  the  plea  as  confessing  this,  but  avoiding  it  by  showing 
that  the  highway  was  subject  to  the  right  to  keep  such  steps  there, 
and  we  think  that,  after  verdict,  this  is  sufficient,  if  in  point  of  law 
there  can  be  such  a  private  right  in  a  highway.  This  depends  on  the 
same  principle  as  Fisher  v,  Prowse. 

The  law  is  clear  that,  if  after  a  highway  exists  anything  be  newly 
made  so  near  to  it  as  to  be  dangerous  to  those  using  the  highway — 
such,  for  instance,  as  an  excavation,  Barnes  v.  Ward,  9  Com.  B.  892 
(E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  67),  this  will  be  unlawful  and  a  nuisance;  as  it  also 
is  if  an  ancient  erection,  as  a  house,  is  suffered  to  become  ruinous,  so 
as  to  be  dangerous.  Beg.  v.  Watts,  1  Salk.  357 ;  and  those  who  make 
or  maintain  the  nuisance  in  either  case  are  liable  for  any  damage 
sustained  therebv,  just  as  much  as  if  the  nuisance  arose  from  an 
obstruction  in  the  highway  itself;  but  the  question  still  remains, 
whether  an  erection  or  excavation  already  existing,  and  not  other- 
wise unlawful,  becomes  unlawful  when  the  land  on  which  it  exists,  or 
*7801   ^^  which  it  is  *immediately  contiguous,  is  dedicated  to  the 

^  public  as  a  way,  if  the  erection  prevents  the  way  from  being 
so  convenient  and  safe  as  it  otherwise  would  be;  or  whether,  on  the 
contrary,  the  dedication  must  not  be  taken  to  be  made  to  the  public, 
and  accepted  by  them,  subject  to  the  inconvenience  or  risk  arising 
from  the  existing  state  of  things.  We  think  the  latter  is  the  correct 
view  of  the  law.  It  is,  of  course,  not  obligatory  on  the  owner  of  land 
to  dedicate  the  use  of  it  as  a  highway  to  the  public.  It  is  equally 
clear  that  it  is  not  compulsory  on  the  public  to  accept  the  use  of  a 
way  when  oflFered  to  them.  If  the  use  of  the  soil  as  a  way  is  offered 
by  the  owner  to  the  public  under  given  conditions  and  subject  to 
certain  reservations,  and  the  public  accept  the  use  under  such  circum« 
stances,  there  can  be  no  injustice  in  holding  them  to  the  terms  on 
which  the  benefit  was  conferred.  On  the  other  hand,  great  injustice 
and  hardship  would  often  arise  if,  when  a  public  right  of  way  has 
been  acquired  under  a  given  state  of  circumstances,  the  owner  of  the 
soil  should  be  held  bound  to  alter  that  state  of  circumstances  to  his 
own  disadvantage  and  loss,  and  to  make  further  concessions  to  the 
public  altogether  beyond  the  scope  of  his  original  intention.  More 
especially  would  this  be  the  case  when  public  rights  of  way  have 
been  acquired  by  mere  user.  For  instance,  the  owner  of  the  bank 
of  a  canal  or  sewer  may,  without  considering  the  effect  of  what  he  is 
doing,  permit  passengers  to  pass  along  until  the  public  have  acquired 
a  right  of  way  there.  It  is  often  hard  upon  him  that  the  public  right 
should  have  been  thus  acquired;  it  would  be  doubly  so  if  the  conse- 
quence were  that  he  was  bound  to  fill  up  or  fence  off  his  canal. 
*7811       ^^^  question  whether  the  owner  of  the  soil  is  under  *sacb 

J  an  obligation  arose  in  Cornwell  v.  The  Metropolitan  Commis- 
sioners of  Sewers,  10  Exch.  771.  Alderson,  B.,  there  says,  p.  774, 
**  Suppose  there  is  an  enclosed  yard,  with  several  dangerous  holes  in 
it,  and  the  owner  allows  the  public  to  go  through  the  yard,  does  that 
cast  on  him  any  obligation  to  fill  up  the  holes  ?    Under  such  circum- 
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stances  caveat  viator."  And  Parke,  B.,  says,  "  This  is  not  the  ca^e 
of  a  new  sewer,  and  therefore  we  may  dispense  with  the  consideration 
of  what  the  Commissioners  are  bound  to  do  when  they  make  a  sewer. 
This  is  an  ancient  sewer,  which  has  existed  with  the  highway  time 
out  of  mind,  and  therefore  the  public  have  only  a  right  to  the  high- 
way sdbject  to  the  sewer." 

The  case  of  Coupland  v.  Hardingham,  3  Campb.  898,  on  which  the 
plaiiitif&  in  the  present  case  principally  relied,  was  cited  in  the  argu- 
ment in  Cornwell  v.  The  Metropolitan  Commissioners  of  Sewers,  10 
Exefa.  771.  Martin.  B.,  observes  on  it,  p.  775,  that  "  in  all  probability 
the  road"  in  that  case  "  had  been  used  long  before  the  house  was 
built."  The  statement  of  fects  in  the  report  in  8  Campb.  398  is  per- 
haps scarcely  consistent  with  this  explanation,  as  it  is  there  stated 
that  'Hhe  premises  had  been  exactly  in  the  same  situation  as  far  back 
as  oould  be  remembered,  and  many  years  before  the  defendant  was  in 
possession  of  them."  But  Lord  EUenborough  seems  to  have  directed 
his  attention  principally  to  the  part  of  the  proposed  defence  grounded 
on  the  fact  that  the  defendant  did  not  himself  erect  what  was  alleged 
to  be  a  nuisance.  His  ruling  on  that  was  that  he  who  maintains  a 
nuisance  is  as  much  responsible  as  if  he  had  erected  it.  If  his  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  other  part  of  the  defence,  which,  from  the  re- 
port, seems  to  have  been  raised  on  the  facts,  and  he  held*  that,  though 
the  area  had  existed  with  the  highway  time  out  of  mind,  *the  r^t^Qo 
public  had  a  right  to  the  way,  not  subject  to  the  area,  his  hold-  '- 
ing  is  inconsistent  with  the  judgment  of  the  Exchequer,  and,  being 
only  a  holding  at  nisi  prius,  though  by  a  very  great  Judge,  it  must 
yield  in  point  of  authority  to  a  judgment  in  banc.  In  Jarvis  v.  Dean, 
8  Bing.  447  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  ll),(a)  the  report  leaves  it  uncertain 
whether  the  area  in  that  case  exited  before  the  dedication  of  the  way 
or  not.     As  it  is  stated  to  have  belonged  to  an  unfinished  house,  it 

Erobably  had  not  been  long  in  existence,  and  as  Best,  C.  J.,  states,  in 
i.s  judgment,  p.  448,  that  the  way  had  been  a  public  thoroughfare  for 
many  years,  it  seems  that  the  way  must  have  been  more  ancient  than 
the  area,  and  that  the  present  point  could  not  therefore  have  been 
raised.  It  certainly  does  not  appear  to  have  been  raised,  and  no 
opinion  is  given  on  it. 

There  is  no  other  authority  that  has  been  brought  to  our  notice  that 
conflicts  with  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  In  Barnes  v 
Ward,  9  Cora.  B.  892  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  67),  the  judgment  is  carefully 
worded.  The  Court  there  say,  p.  420,  **  The  result  is,— considering 
that  the  present  case  refers  to  a  newly  made  excavation  adjoining  an 
immemorial  public  way,  &c."  This  is  not  a  decision  that  the  case 
would  have  been  different  if  the  way  had  been  more  recent  than  the 
excavation,  but  it  rather  implies  that  such  was  the  leaning  of  the 
Court.  In  Morant  v.  Chamberlin,  6  H.  &  N.  541,  thoOgh  it  was  un- 
necessary to  decide  the  point,  the  Court  of  Exchequer  state  that  it  was 
the  inclination  of  their  opinion,  that  the  dedication  of  a  highway  might 
in  point  of  law  be  made  subject  to  the  reservation  of  a  private  right 
to  some  extent  interfering  with  the  public  way. 

As  was  pointed  out  in  the  course  of  the  argument,  there  are  in 


(a)  See  s.  c.  11  B.  Moo.  354. 
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♦78S1  ™2i^y  towns  ancient  streets  in  which  steps  ^descending  from  the 
-*  houses  are  a  permanent  obstruction  to  the  passengers;  while 
in  the  foot  pavements  there  are  often  flap  doors  opening  into  vaults 
and  cellars,  and  plates  opening  into  coal  cellars,  which,  when  opened, 
offer  a  temporary  obstruction  to  the  use  of  the  way,  and  which,  there- 
fore, unless  justified  as  having  been  reserved  as  of  right  on  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  way,  would  obviously  \)e  illegal.  So,  in  the  country, 
there  are  innumerable  footways  which  would  be  much  more  conve- 
nient if  the  ancient  stiles  were  removed  or  even  lowered.  Yet  it  has 
never  been  held,  or  even  suggested,  that  such  things  are  illegal  and 
might  be  removed  as  nuisances ;  and  it  seems  difficult  to  say  how  tbej 
can  be  legal  on  any  other  principle  than  that  the  way  has  been  dedi- 
cated subject  to  them. 

For  these  reasons  we  think  that  in  both  cases  the  rule  must  be 
discharged  Bule  discharged  in  both  cases. 


MacFARLANE  v.  NORBIS.    June  10. 

Lex  loci  contrachu. — Lex  fori. — Set-off. — Scotch  law. — MutwU  credit. — Bankrupicsf. 

1.  Questions  of  procedure  Are  to  be  determined  by  the  lex  fori,  not  by  the  lex  loci  eontrsetfli. 
S.  S0mble,  that  set-off  is  matter  of  procedure,  and,  as  such,  determinable  by  the  lex  fort 
8.  The  plaintiff  sued  as  trustee  of  the  estate  and  effects  of  a  bankrupt  in  Scotland,  under  a 
sequestration  in  that  country ;  for  money  receired  for  the  use  of  the  plaintiff  as  truatoe  alter 
the  bankruptcy,  and  for  interest  due  from  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff  as  trustee  after  the 
bankruptcy.  The  defendant  pleaded  that,  before  he  had  notice  of  the  bankruptcy,  and  before* 
the  sequestration,  he  gave  credit  to  the  bankrupt  by  becoming  the  endorsee  and  holder  boat 
fide,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Scotch  law,  of  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  M.  M  Co.  upon  the 
bankrupt  for  the  sum,  Ac,  and  accepted  by  the  bankrupt,  which  bill  became  payable  afier  the 
bankruptcy,  and  "  which  credit  so  given  was  a  credit  of  a  nature  likely  to  end  in  a  debt  from 
the  bankrupt  to  the  defendant,  and  the  amount  of  the  said  acceptance  was,  at  the  time  of  the 
commencement  of  this  suit,  and  still  is,  due  to  the  defendant,  and,  together  with  interest  thereoo, 
equals  the  plaintiff's  claim :  and  the  bankrupt  gave  credit  to  the  defendant  by  eonsigsiog 
goods  to  him  for  sale  for  the  said  bankrupt,  and  upon  the  terms  that  the  proceeds  should  bs 
remitted  and  paid  to  the  bankrupt  in  Scotland :  and  that  the  money  sought  to  be  recovered  bj 
the  plaintiff  is  the  proceeds  of  and  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said  goods  under  end 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  said  consignment,  and  which  said  consignment  was  of  a  nstnrs 
likely  to  end  in  a  debt  from  the  defendant  to  the  bankrupt :  and  the  defendant  says' that  he  is 
ready  and  willing,  and  hereby  offers,  to  set  off  the  amount  so  due  to  him,  the  defendant,  as 
endorsee  and  holder  of  the  said  bill  of  exchange  as  aforesaid,  against  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff 
in  respect  of  the  matter  herein  pleaded  to,  and  that,  by  the  law  of  Scotland,  he  is  entitled  so 
to  do,  and  such  set-off  forms  an  answer  to  the  plaintiff's  claim :"  held,  that  the  plea  was  good. 

The  declaration  stated  that  this  was  an  action  by  the  plaintiff,  as 
trustee  of  the  estate  and  effects  of  J.  Park,  a  bankrupt  in  Scotland, 
under  a  sequestration  of  the  estate  and  effects  of  Park,  by  virtue  of 
the  statutes  relating  to  bankrupts  in  Scotland  and  the  sequestration 
of  the  estate  and  effects  of  bankrupts  in  Scotland,  against  tne  defend- 
ant, for  money*  payable  by  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff  as  trustee  as 
aforesaid :  (1)  for  goods  sold  and  delivered  by  Park  before  his  bank- 
ruptcy and  the  said  sequestration,  to  the  defendant  at  his  request: 
(2)  and  for  money  received  by  the  defendant  for  the  use  of  Park  be- 
fore the  bankruptcy  and  sequestration :  (8)  and  for  money  paid  by 
Park  for  the  defendant,  at  his  request,  before  the  bankruptcy  and 
sequestration  :  ^4)  and  for  interest  upon  moneys  due  from  the  defend- 
ant to  Park,  ana  by  him  before  his  bankruptcy  and  sequestration  for- 
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boroetothe  defeDdant  at  his  request:  (5)  and  for  moneys  found  to 
be  due  from  the  defendant  to  Park  on  accounts  stated  between  them 
before  the  bankruptcy  and  sequestration :  (6)  and  for  money  received 
by  the  defendant  for  the  use  of  the  plaintiff  as  trustee  after  the  bank- 
ruptcy :  (7)  and  for  interest  upon  money  due  from  the  defendant  to 
the  plaintiff  as  trustee  after  the  bankruptcy,  and  by  him  as  trustee 
forborne  to  the  defendant  at  his  request  for  long  terms :  (8)  and  for 
moneys  found  to  be  due  on  accounts  stated  after  the  bankruptcy  be- 
tween the  plaintiff,  as  trustee,  and  the  defendant.  The  decla-  r^'rog 
ration  *concluded  with  an  averment  that  all  matters  happened  *- 
before  the  suit  to  vest  in  the  plaintiff  and  constitute  him  trustee  of 
the  estate  and  effects  of  Park,  and  to  entitle  him  to  sue  and  to  recover 
in  this  action :  and  the  plaintiff,  as  trustee  as  aforesaid,  and  by  virtue 
of  the  said  statutes,  claimed  6000Z. 

The  fourth  plea  was  as  follows :  *'  The  defendant,  as  to  the  sum  of 
3112.  17^.  6c/.,  parcel  of  the  money  claimed  in  the  sixth  and  seventh 
counts  of  the  declaration,  says  that,  before  he  had  notice  that  the  said 
J.  Park  had  become  bankrupt,  and  before  any  sequestration  of  the 
estate  and  effects  of  the  said  J.  Park,  the  defendant  gave  credit  to 
the  said  J.  Park  by  becoming  the  endorsee  and  holder  bon&  fide, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Scotch  law,  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  drawn 
by  Mousley  &  Co.  upon  the  said  J.  Park,  for  the  sum  of  800^  and 
accepted  by  the  said  J.  Park,  and  which  said  bill  became  due  and 
payable,  according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  thereof,  after  the  said  J. 
Park  had  become  bankrupt,  and  which  credit  so  given  by  the  defend- 
ant to  the  said  J.  Park  as  aforesaid  was  a  credit  of  a  nature  likely  to 
end  in  a  debt  from  the  said  J.  Park  to  the  defendant,  and  the  amount 
of  the  said  acceptance  was,  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  this 
suit,  and  still  is,  due  to  the  defendant,  and,  together  with  interest 
thereon,  equals  the  plaintiff's  claim,  to  which  this  plea  is  pleaded:  and 
the  defendant  further  says  that,  before  he  had  notice  that  the  said  J. 
Park  had  become  bankrupt,  and  before  any  sequestration  of  the  estate 
and  effects  of  the  said  J.  Park,  the  said  J.  Park  gave  credit  to  the  de- 
fendant by  consigning  goods  to  him  for  sale  for  the  said  J.  Park,  and 
upon  the  terms  that  the  proceeds  should  be  remitted  and  paid  to  the 
said  J.  Park  in  Scotland:  and  that  the  money  ^sought  to  be  rm*TaA 
recovered  by  the  plaintiff' in  the  said  sixth  and  seventh  counts  '- 
of  the  declaration,  and  as  to  which  this  plea  is  pleaded,  is  the  pro- 
ceeds of  and  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said  goods  under  and 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  said  consignment,  and  which  said  con- 
signment was  of  a  nature  or  likely  to  end  in  a  debt  from  the  defend- 
ant to  the  said  J.  Park :  and  the  defendant  says  that  he  is  ready  and 
willing,  and  hereby  offers,  to  set  off  the  amount  so  due  to  him,  the 
defendant,  as  endorsee  and  holder  of  the  said  bill  of  exchange  as 
aforesaid,  against  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff  in  respect  of  the  matter 
herein  pleaded  to,  and  that,  by  the  law  of  Scotland,  he  is  entitled  so 
to  do ;  and  such  set-off  forms  an  answer  to  so  much  of  the  plaintiff's 
claim  as  this  plea  is  pleaded  to." 

Demurrer,  and  joinder  in  demurrer. 

Dr.  Phillimore  {Aspland  with  him),  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — 
The  plea  proceeds  on  the  assumption  that  the  Scotch  law  is  applicable 
to  the  present  case ;  aiKl  that,  by  that  lavr,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to 
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set  off  a  cross  claim  against  that  portion  of  the  declaration  to  which 
it  is  pleaded. 

Set-off  is  matter  of  procedure,  and,  as  such,  must  be  determined  by 
the  lex  fori,  which  in  this  case  is  the  English  law.  The  point  has  not, 
indeed,  been  expressly  decided  in  England,  but  many  authorities 
recognise  the  law  to  be  so.  In  Don  v.  Lippman,  5  CI.  k  F.  1,  Cord 
Brougham,  p.  20,  says :  "  The  law  of  the  country  where  the  contract 
is  to  be  enforced,  must  prevail  in  enforcing  such  contract,  though  it  is 
conceded  that  the  lex  loci  contractfLs  may  be  referred  to  for  the  par- 
^7871  ^^  ^^  ^expounding  it.  If,  therefore,  the  contract  is  made  in 
^  one  country  to  be  performed  in  a  se^nd,  and  is  enforced  in 
a  third,  the  law  of  the  last  alone,  and  not  of  the  other  two,  will 
govern  the  case."  In  Leroux  v.  Brown,  12  C.  B.  801  (E.  C.  L.  R  vol. 
74),  it  was  held  that  an  action  will  not  lie  in  this  country  to  enforce 
an  oral  agreement  made  in  a  foreign  country,  though  valid  there, 
which,  if  made  here,  could  not  have  been  sued  on  by  reason  of  the 
Statute  of  Frauds. 

There  are,  however,  several  foreign  authorities  on  this  point  In 
Story's  Conflict  of  Laws,  §  576,  6th  ed. :  '*  The  admissibility  of  the 
set-off  is  to  be  governed  entirely  by  the  lex  fori,  and  not  by  the  lex 
loci  contract&s :"  for  which  he  cites  The  Bank  of  Gtalliopolis  v.  Trim- 
ble, 6  B.  Monroe  599  (Appeal  Cases  in  Kentucky),  in  which  the 
Court  say,  at  p.  601 : — "  Set-off  *is  a  mode  of  defence,  essentially,  not 
a  part,  connected  with  the  remedy,  which  according  to  the  well  settled 
and  universal  doctrine  is  governed  by  the  law  of  the  faruni^  and  not 
by  the  lex  loci  contracliis.  The  forms  of  remedies,  the  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding and  the  execution  of  judgments,  are  to  be  regulated  solely 
and  exclusively  by  the  laws  of  the  place  where  the  action  is  insti- 
tuted." In  2  Kent  Com.,  §  468,  7th  ed. :— *'  Parties  are  presumed  to 
contract  in  reference  to  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  the  contract 
is  made,  and  where  it  is  to  be  paid,  unless  otherwise  expressed ;  tbe 
maxim  is,  that  locus  contractiis  regit  actum,  unless  the  intention  of 
the  parties  to  the  contract  be  clearly  shown.  The  rule  stated  in  Huber 
relative  to  contracts  made  in  one  country,  and  put  in  suit  in  the 
Courts  of  another,  is  the  true  rule,  and  one  which  the  Courts  follow, 
♦7881  ^^^'  ^^^  interpretation  of  'the  contract  is  to  be  governed  by 
-'  the  law  of  the  country  where  the  contract  was  made ;  but  tbe 
mode  of  suing  and  the  time  of  suing,  must  be  governed  by  the  law  of 
the  country  where  the  action  is  brought."  [He  also  cited  Gibbs  v. 
Howard,  2  New  Hampshire  Bep.  296.] 

In  Green  v.  Farmer,  4  Burr.  2214,  Lord  Mansfield  said,  p.  2220-1 : 
— *'  Natural  equity  says,  that  cross  demands  should  compensate  each 
other,  by  deducting  the  less  sum  from  the  greater;  and  that  the  differ- 
ence is  the  only  sum  which  can  be  justly  due.  ^  *  *  Where  there 
were  mutual  debts  unconnected,  the  law  said  they  should  not  be  s^ 
off;  but  each  must  sue.  And  Courts  of  equity  followed  the  same 
rule,  because  it  was  the  law :  for,  had  they  done  otherwise,  they  woald 
have  stopped  the  course  of  law,  in  all  cases  where  there  was  a  matoal 
demand.  Tbe  natural  sense  of  mankind  was  first  shocked  at  this,  in 
the  case  of  bankrupts:  and  it  was  provided  for  by  4  Ann.  c.  17,  8. 
11,  and  5  G.  2,  c.  30,  s.  28."  In  2  Poth.  on  Oblig.,  by  Evans,  App. 
No.  13,  p.  112,  after  citing  this  case,  it  is  said: — '*The  doctrine  which 
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was  thus  introduced  into  the  law  of  England,  partakes  very  much  of 
the  nature  of  compensation  in  civil  law;  but  there  is  this  material 
difference,  that  the  debts  are  not  in  themselves  and  of  right  balanced 
and  extinguished ;  that  the  right  of  set-off  is  merely  a  defence  to  an 
action  for  the  debt."  [He  also  cited  Oulds  v.  Harrison,  10  Exch.  572, 
and  Cbompton,  J.,  referred  to  Burrough  v.  Moss.  10  B.  &  C.  558  (E. 
C.  L.  B.  Tol.  21).]  [Blackburn,  J.— The  facts  disclosed  in  this  plea 
show  a  case  of  mutual  credit  in  bankruptcy,  which  is  a  very  differ- 
ent thing  from  a  set-off,  and  which  existed  long  b^ore  the  Statutes  of  . 
Set-off.  In  1  Christ.  Bankrupt  Law,,  p,  500,  *2d  ed.,  which  r*iyoQ 
oontains  more  information  on  the  history  of  bankruptcy  than  '- 
any  book  I  know,  it  is  stated  that,  at  the  time  of  1  Jac.  1,  c.  15,  the 
Commissioners  only  assigned  the  balance  of  the  debts  between  the 
parties.  In  proof  of  this,  he  cites  Anon.,  1  Mod.  ^15,  and  Chapman 
V.  Derby,  2  Vern.  117,  and  says  that  the  4  &  5  Ann.  c.  17,  s.  11,  first 
mentions  the  balance  and  adjustment  of  the  accounts  between  the 
bankrupt  and  his  debtor.]  The  Scotch  bankrupt  law  is  regulated  by 
the  19  k  20  Vict.  c.  79,  which  repeals  and  re-enacts  the  2  &  S  Yict.  c. 
41,  both  of  which  are  Imperial  statutes,  and  neither  oontains  any  pro- 
vision equivalent  to  the  mutual  credit  clauses  of  the  English  Bank- 
rupt  Act.  [CoCKBURN,  C.  J. — ^Is  not  this  a  case  of  mutual  credit  ac- 
cording to  the  English  law  as  well  as  the  Scotch  ?  If  so,  the  defence 
is  good,  although  the  Scotch  law  has  been  unnecessarily  brought  into 
the  plea,  and  the  allegation  of  it  may  therefore  be  rejected  as  surplus- 
age.} The  English  law  might  have  been  a  defence  if  so  pleaded, 
but  the  defendant  has  elected  to  rely  on  the  Scotch  law.  Besides, 
this  matter  is  pleaded  as  a  set-off,  not  as  a  discharge  by  way  of  mutual 
credit.  [Wiohtman,  J. — That  is  an  informal  mode  of  stating  the 
same  matter.  I  feel,  however,  a  difficulty  about  one  thing,  namely, 
that  to  constitute  mutual  credit  within  the  bankrupt  laws,  the  credit 
must  have  been  with  the  bankrupt;  here  it  was  after  the  bankruptcy.] 
(He  was  then  stopped.) 

F.  M.  White,  contri. — Admitting  the  principle  that  the  mode  of 
remedy  is  to  be  determined  by  the  lex  fori,  it  is  very  doubtful  r»»TQA 
if  set-off  can  be  looked  on  as  a  mere  *mode  of  remedy.  In  the  ^ 
passage  which  has  been  cited  from  St(M<y's  Confl.  Laws,  §  575, 5th  ed., 
the  author  having  given  as  his  authority  The  Bank  of  Galliopolis  v. 
Trimble,  6  B.  Monroe  601  (Kentucky  Beports),  adds,  **  But  see  Bliss 
V.  Houghton,  13  New  Hampshire  B.  128,  and  Harrison  v.  Edwards,  12 
Vermont  B.  648,"  both  of  which  seem  in  conflict  with  the  former  case. 
In  Harrison  v,  Edwards,  1!2  Vermont  B.  648,  the  Court  say,  "  It  is  a 
well  settled  rule,  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  contracts,  that  their 
validity  and  exteraion,  as  well  ub  performance  or  release,  must  be  deter- 
mined by  the  law  of  the  place  of  contract.  These  incidents  are  to  be 
determined  by  that  law,  for  the  reason  that  the  parties  are  presumed 
to  have  contracted  with  reference  to  that  law  only,  and,  to  aetermine 
these  matters  by  the  law  of  any  other  place,  would  be  to  contravene 
the  probable  intention  of  the  parties.  ....  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the 
mode  of  trial,  by  which  is  meant  the  form  of  pleading,  the  quality  and 
degree  of  evidence,  and  the  mode  of  redress,  must  always  be  deter- 
mined by  the  law  of  the  place  of  trial.  No/orum,  in  which  a  remedy 
is  given  to  foreigners,  or  upon  foreign  contracts,  is  expected  to  adopt 
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the  forms  of  trial  of  the  foreign  country.  Hence,  in  the  present  ( 
the  mode  of  pleading  or  proving  this  payment,  or  set-off,  must  he 
determined  by  our  law  now  in  force^  ana  not  the  law  in  force  at  the 
time  the  transactions  happened;  but  the  effect  of  the  defence  in  pre- 
cluding a  recoyery,  whether  as  a  payment  or  oflfeet,  must  be  deter- 
mined by  the  lex  lod  contractiis,-^  Lodge  v,  Phelps,  1  Johns.  Cases 
139  (New  York  Reports),  Ory  v.  Winter,  4  Martin,  N.  S.  277  (Louis- 
*79n  '^°*  Reports),  show  that  matter  of  substantive  defence,  such  as 
^  *payment,  Kames  on  Equity,  lib.  8,  c.  8,  belong  to  the  lex  loci 
contractus;  and  a  set-off  is  treated  as  payment  by  Pothier,  Obi.  part 
8,  ch.  4,  §  590.  Allen  v.  Kemble,  6  Mo.  P.  C.  C.  814,  shows  that  such 
a  set-off  as  this  is  to  be  looked  on  as  part  of  the  matter  which  the 
parties  must  be  supposed  to  have  had  in  contemplation  at  the  time  of 
the  contract.  In  Williams,  app.,  v.  Wheeler,  resp.,  8  C.  B.  N.  S.  299, 
811,  314,  316  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  98),  Erie.  C.  J.,  and  Willes,  J.,  throw 
doubt  on  Leroux  v.  Brown,  12  Com.  B.  801  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  74). 
[Blackburn,  J.,  referred  to  Rose.  Civil  Evid.  757,  10th  ed.] 

The  plea  shows  matter  which  constitutes  a  defence  by  the  Scotch 
law,  and,  if  so,  it  is  a  defence  here,  although,  as  the  money  was  not 
received  previous  to  the  bankruptcy,  it  would  not  be  a  defence  within 
the  English  law  of  mutual  credit:  12  &  18  Vict  c.  106,  s.  171. 

Dr.  Phillimore^  in  reply. — Payment  is  a  matter  ex  post  facto,  and 
therefore  cannot  depend  on  the  lex  loci  contractiis.  In  BelPs  Prin- 
ciples of  the  Law  of  Scotland,  ch.  20,  p.  228,  6th  ed.,  set-off  is  treated 
throughout  as  "compensation."  In  the  passage  from  Pothier  relied 
on  by  the  other  side,  he  is  speaking  of  the  civil  law,  which,  although 
the  Scotch  law  has  adopted,  it  is  with  considerable  limitation.  Allen 
V.  Kemble,  6  Mo.  P.  C.  C.  814,  was  decided  on  the  principle  that  the 
successive  epdorsers  of  a  bill  of  exchange  are  liable  on  it,  according 
to  the  law  of  the  place  of  the  endorsement,  each  endorsement  being  in 
fact  a  new  drawing ;  and  that  case  is  so  treated  in  Story's  Conflict  of 
Laws,  §  814,  5th  ed.,  note  (4). 

CocKBURN,  C.  J. — Our  judgment  must  be  for  the  defendant. 
♦7d91  *^  assume,  for  the  present  purpose,  that  Dr.  Phillimore  id 
-I  right  in  his  contention  that  set-off  is  mere  matter  of  procedure; 
— not  of  substance  of  the  contract  between  the  parties;  and,  conse- 
quently, must  be  governed  by  the  lex  fori.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
necessary  to  decide  this  point  on  the  present  occasion,  and  certainly 
something  may  be  said  on  both  sides;  but  on'  the  whole  I  incline  to 
that  opinion.  For  although,  as  matter  of  equity  and  justice,  if  a  man 
owes  another  1001.  and  the  defendant  has  a  counter  claim  of  bOl  the 
balance  is  all  that  the  creditor  can  fairly  ask  for,  vet  I  cannot  say  that 
that  state  of  things  is  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  original  obliga- 
tion incurred  by  the  debtor.  He  has  his  remed  v  by  action  to  recover 
the  amount  of  his  own  claim,  and  it  is  only  by  the  intervention  of  the 
law  that  he  acquires  a  different  one  by  treating  the  claim  and  counter 
claim  as  forming,  together,  one  thing. 

I  think,  however,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  further  into  this 
question ;  for  my  view  of  this  case  is  determined  by  what.  I  think,  is 
the  effect  of  the  plea  with  reference  to  Scotch  law,  namely,  that,  by  that 
law,  a  plaintiff  is  only  entitled  to  recover  the  balance  due  from  his 
debtor.    Even  supposing  the  effecj  of  the  plea  were  different,  one  is 
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shocked  at  the  idea  that  the  debtor  who,  under  a  Scotch  bankruptcy, 
is  entitled,  by  Scotch  law,  to  have  the  amount  of  his  demand  allowed 
against  the  creditor  by  way  of  set-off,  should,  because  he  is  sued  in  an 
English  Court  of  justice,  be  refused  what  is  his  undoubted  right  in  a 
Scotch  Court.  But,  on  more  deliberate  consideration  of  the  matter, 
it  appears  that  such  a  set-off  is  a  creation  of  statute  law,  while  our 
statute  law  only  applies  to  English  bankruptcies,  and  not  to  ryiroo 
those  in  Scotland ;  and  ^perhaps  it  would  be  going  too  far  to  ^ 
say  that,  by  the  equity  of  the  English  statutes,  our  rules  would  apply 
to  give  the  remedy  allowed  by  our  law.  I  am  glad  to  think,  however, 
that  there  is  no  insuperable  obstacle  to  the  defendant's  setting  up  this 
cross  claim.  1  think  the  effect  of  the  plea  must  be  taken  to  be  that, 
there  having  been  mutual  credits  between  the  defendant  and  the 
bankrupt,  by  the  law  of  Scotland  (whether  by  its  statute  or  common 
law  or  both  combined  it  is  unnecessary  to  consider),  the  trustee  of  the 
estate  and  effects  of  the  baukrupt  is  only  entitled  to  claim,  at  the 
hands  of  any  debtor  of  his  estate,  the  amount  of  the  balance  due  after 
credit  given.  It  is  true  the  pleader  has  adopted  the  form  of  the  Eng- 
lish plea  of  set-off  and  mutual  credit;  but  we  must  take  the  plea  as 
substantially  amounting  to  this; — here  are  mutual  credits,  the  effect 
of  which,  by  the  Scotch  law,  is  the  discharge  of  the  debtor  from  all 
excepting  the  balance. 

WiGHTMAN,  J. — ^The  present  cjuestion  is  quite  independent  of  the 
English  bankrupt  law.  The  plamtiff  sues  in  England,  as  trustee  of 
the  estate  and  effects  of  the  bankrupt  in  Scotland,  under  the  bankrupt 
law  of  that  country.  Now,  what  is  he  entitled  to  claim  ?  That  ap- 
pears by  the  plea,  which  alleges  what  the  law  of  Scotland  is ;  and  that 
is  an  allegation  which  might  be  traversed.  Taking  the  law,  then,  to 
be  as  set  out  in  the  plea,  it  is  that  the  same  rule  is  applicable  to  Scotch 
cases  as  to  English  ones,  i.  e.,  that  where  there  is  mutual  credit  be- 
tween a  bankrupt  and  the  person  who  sues  him,  which  has  ended  in  a 
debt,  the  trustee,  in  effect,  is  only  entitled  to  recover  the  balance. 

^Blackburn,  J. — The  question  is,  what  must  we  construe  r»7g4 
the  averment  at  the  end  of  this  plea  to  mean?  The  plaintiff  ^ 
sues  as  trustee  of  a  trader  in  Scotland,  who  became  bankrupt ;  and  the 
question,  what  passed  under  the  transfer  of  the  bankrupt's  goods  and 
chattels  to  the  trustee  must  be  settled  bv  the  Scotch  law,  which  must 
be  averred  on  the  pleadings,  and  proved  at  the  trial.  I  agree  with  my 
Lord  Chief  Justice  and  my  brother  Wightman  that,  when  we  have  this 

Elea  setting  out  what  are  called  mutual  credits,  showing  matters  which 
ave  resulted  in  this  debt,  we  must  see  the  effect  of  the  Scotch  transfer. 
And  I  cannot  read  the  averment  at  the  end  of  the  plea  otherwise  than 
as  averring  that  the  transfer  of  the  property  of  the  bankrupt,  under 
such  circumstances,  came  to  the  trustee  with  a  right  to  deduct  cross 
claims; — in  other  words,  that  the  transfer  in  the  Scotch  law  is  a 
transfer  of  the  balance  of  account  after  allowing  for  mutual  credits. 
Whether  that  is  the  Scotch  law  I  cannot  say.  Considering  that  the 
Scotch  Bankrupt  Act  passed  after  many  attempts  to  make  the  Scotch 
and  English  bankrupt  law  the  same,  I  think  it  probable  that  the  Legis- 
lature meant  to  make  it  so;  but  I  give  no  opinion  on  the  point.  The 
Scotch  law  is,  in  my  opinion  averred  in  fact  in  this  plea,  though  per- 
haps the  Exchequer  Chamber  may  hold  otherwise. 
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My  brother  Crompton  before  leaving  the  Court,  desired  me  to  say 
that  he  agrees  with  its  other  members  in  their  judgment. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 


*795]  *The  QUEEN  v.  GEORGE  WILLIAM  ACASON.    June  11. 

6  4r  7  IT.  4,  c.  86,  «.  7. — Superintendent  Regular. — Clerk  to  board  ofguardianB. 

1.  Under  stat.  6  A  7  W.  4,  o.  86,  s.  7,  the  elerk  to  the  board  of  guardiuis  of  a  union  created 
under  stat.  4  A  5  W.  4,  o.  76,  has  no  right  to  be  Supertntendent  Regiatrar  except  in  the  ea«e 
of  the  first  appointment  after  stat.  6  A  7  W.  4,  o.  86,  coming  into  operation;  and  on  aoj  Mibte* 
quent  raeancy  the  power  of  appointment  is  in  the  board  of  guardians. 

2.  W.  A.,  whor  was  clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians  of  a  union,  created  under  stat.  4  A  5  W. 
4,  0.  76,  and  was  also  Superintendent  Registrar  appointed  by  the  Registrar  General,  under  stat. 
7  W.  4  A  1  Vict  e.  22,  died  on  January  4th,  1861.  On  the  17th  January,  the  defendant  was 
appointed  Superintendent  Registrar  by  the  board  of  guardians.  On  the  14th  February,  the 
relator  was  appointed  cleric  to  the  board  of  guardians.  Upon  information  in  the  nature  of  quo 
warranto.  Held,  that  the  defendant  was  duly  appointed  Superintendent  Registrar. 

Information  in  the  nature  of  a  quo  warranto  against  George 
William  Acason,  at  the  relation  of  Stanley  Harris,  alleged  that  the 
Barnet  Union  was  a  union  of  divers  parishes  in  the  counties  of  Hert- 
ford and  Middlesex,  duly  created  and  established  under  the  pro- 
visions of  stat.  4  &  5  W.  4,  c.  76 ;  that  within  the  said  union,  pursuant 
to  the  provisions  of  stat.  6  &  7  W.  4,  c.  86,  there  of  right  ought  to  be 
one  Superintendent  Registrar;  and  the  clerk  to  the  board  of  guard- 
ians of  the  said  union,  if  he  should  think  fit  to  accept  such  office,  and 
have  such  qualifications  in  that  behalf  as  the  Begistrar*General  of 
births,  deaths,  and  marriages  in  England  might,  by  any  general  rule, 
declare  to  be  necessary,  ought  of  right,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  last-mentioned  Act,  to  be  the  Superintendent  Registrar  of  such 
union ;  that  the  place  and  office  of  Superintendent  Registrar  of  the 
^7961  ^^^  union  was  a  public  place  and  office  *of  great  trust  and 
-'  pre-eminence  within  the  said  union  touching  t^e  registration 
of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages  within  the  same;  that  William 
Acason,  deceased,  who  died  on  or  about  the  4th  January,  1861,  was, 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  duly  and  legally  appointed  clerk  to  the 
board  of  guardians  of  the  said  union,  and  also  the  Superintendent 
Registrar  thereof;  that  Stanley  Harris  was,  on  the  14th  February,  in 
the  year  last  aforesaid,  duly  elected  to  be,  and  still  is,  the  clerk  to  the 
board  of  guardians  of  the  said  union;  that  Stanley  Harris,  imme- 
diately upon  his  election  to  be  such  clerk,  thought  fit  to  accept  the 
office  of  Superintendent  Registrar  of  such  union,  and  gave  notice  of 
such  his  intention  to  the  board  of  guardians;  that  during  all  the  times 
aforesaid  he  was,  and  still  is,  possessed  of  the  requisite  qualifications 
to  be  such  Superintendent  Registrar  as  the  Registrar-General  bad,  by 
general  rules  in  that  behalf,  declared  to  be  necessary.  The  informa- 
tion then  proceeded  to  allege  that  the  defendant,  on  the  loth  February, 
1861,  usurped  the  office. 

Plea.  That,  on  the  80th  June,  1845,  William  Acason  was,  pursuant 
to  the  provisions  of  stat.  7  W.  4  &  1  Vict.  c.  22,  duly  appointed  by 
George  Graham,  Esq.,  the  then  Registrar-General  of  births,  deaths, 
and  marriages  in  England,  to  be  the  Superintendent  Registrar  for  the 
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district  of  the  Barnet  Union;  and  that,  at  the  time  of  that  appoint- 
ment, the  office  of  Superintendent  Registrar  of  births,  deaths,  and 
marriages  for  the  said  district  had  been  vacant  for  more  than  fourteen 
days ;  and  that  William  Acason  was  not,  at  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment, and  until  long  after,  that  is  to  say,  in  April,  1847,  appointed 
clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians  of  the  said  union ;  and  at  the  [#707 
*time  of  his  death  he  held  the  office  of  Superintendent  Regis-  '- 
trar  by  virtue  of  the  appointment  by  George  Graham,  Esq.,  and  not 
by  virtue  of  his  office  of  clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians :  that,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  board  of  guflrdians  of  the  said  union,  held  on  the  17th 
January,  1861,  the  defendant  was  duly  appointed  by  the  board  of 
guardians  to  be  the  Superintendent  Registrar  of  the  said  union,  and 
three  and  more  of  the  guardians  were  present  at  the  meeting,  and 
concurred  in  the  appointment  of  the  defendant ;  and  the  defendant,  at 
tha  time  of  his  appointment,  was,  and  still  is,  possessed  of  all  the 
qualifications  which  the  Registrar-General  of  births,  deaths,  and 
marriages  in  England  has,  by  general  orders  in  that  behalf,  declared 
to  be  necessary  for  the  said  office;  and  was,  in  all  respects,  duly 
qualified  to  be  appointed  to  the  said  office;  and,  at  the  time  of  his 
appointment,  the  office  of  clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians  of  the  said 
union  was  vacant,  and  Stanley  Harris  was  not  elected  to  be  clerk  to 
the  board  of  guardians  until  after  the  appointment  of  the  defendant, 
that  is  to  say,  on  the  14th  February,  1861.  The  plea  then  alleged 
that  the  defendant,  by  virtue  of  that  appointment,  claimed  to  be 
Superintendent  Registrar  of  the  union. 

Replication.  That  the  defendant  was  not  only  appointed  by  the 
board  of  guardians  to  be  the  Superintendent  Registrar  of  the  said 
union,  because,  from  the  time  of  the  death  of  William  Acason  down 
to  and  inclusive  of  the  time  of  the  supposed  appointment  of  the  de- 
fendant to  be  Superintendent  Registrar,  and  thenceforth,  and  until 
the  election  of  Stanley  Harris  to  be  the  clerk  to  the  board  of  guard- 
ians, there  was  not  any  person  appointed  or  elected  to  be  clerk  to  the 
board  of  ^guardians,  and  Stanley  Harris  was  duly  elected  to  r^ygo 
be  such  clerk  in  the  place  and  stead  of  William  Acason,  de-  ^ 
ceased.    Verification. 

Demurrer,  and  joinder  therein. 

Lush  {Bulwer  with  him),  for  the  defendant. — The  question  is, 
whether  the  clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians  of  a  union  has  a  right  to 
displace  the  Superintendent  Registrar  who  has  been  appointed  by 
the  board  of  guardians  upon  a  vacancy  which  occurrea  before  his 
own  appointment.  The  office  of  clerk  to  boards  of  guardians  was 
first  constituted  under  stat.  4  &  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  46.  The  question  as 
to  the  appointment  of  the  Superintendent  Registrar  depends  upon 
Stat  6  &  7  W.  4,  c.  86,  s.  7.  The  full  operation  of  that  Act  was  sus- 
pended until  the  1st  of  July  in  the  following  year,  1837,  by  stat.  7 
W.  4  &  1  Vict.  c.  1 ;  and  it  was  amended  and  explained  by  stat.  7 
W.  4  &  1  Vict.  c.  22,  which  was  passed  on  the  30th  June  in  that  year. 

By  stat.  6  &  7  W.  4,  c.  86,  s.  7,  the  guardians  of  every  union,  par- 
ish, and  place  are  to  divide  the  same  into  Registrars*  Districts,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Registrar-General ;  and  "  shall  appoint  a  per- 
son, with  such  qualifications  as  the  Registrar-General  may  by  any 
general  rule  declare  to  be  necessary,  to  be  registrar  of  births  and 
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deaths  within  each  district,  and  in  every  case  of  vacancy  in  the  office 
of  registrar  shall  forthwith  fill  up  the  vacancy^;  and  the  clerk  to  the 
gaardians  of  every  such  union,  parish,  or  place,  shall,  if  he  shall  think 
fit  to  accept  such  office,  and  have  such  qualifications  as  the  Registrar- 
General  may  by  any  general  rule  declare  to  be  necessary,  be  the  Su- 
*7QQ1  P®""^*^^®"^  Registrar  thereof;  and  *in  the  event  of  his  refusal 
-'  or  disqualification  to  act  in  that  capacity,  the  guardians  shall 
appoint  a  person,  with  such  qualifications  as  the  Registrar-General 
may  by  any  general  rule  declare  to  be  necessary,  to  be  the  Superin- 
tendent Registrar  of  each  union  or  of  such  parish  or  place,  and  in 
every  case  of  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Superintendent  Registrar  shall 
forthwith  fill  up  the  vacancy ;  and  every  Registrar  and  Superintend- 
ent Registrar  shall  hold  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Registrar- 
General."  The  effect  of  this  enactment  is  that  in  the  first  instance  a 
Superintendent  Registrar  is  not  to  be  appointed  if  the  clerk  to  the 
guardians  is  willing  to  accept  the  office  and  is  qualified  ;  in  the  event 
of  his  being  unwilling  or  disqualified,  the  guardians  are  to  appoint; 
and  then  the  contingency  of  future  vacancies  is  provided  for  and  the 
power  of  appointment  is  given  to  the  guardians.  If  it  had  been  in- 
tended that  the  clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians  should  always  have  a 
right  to  the  office,  the  words  "  from  time  to  time"  would  have  been 
introduced ;  and,  if  such  were  the  construction,  there  never  would  be 
a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Superintendent  Registrar,  unless  the  clerk 
to  the  board  of  guardians  refused  to  accept  the  office  or  was  disquali- 
fied; so  that  the  Superintendent  Registrar,  instead  of  holding  his 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Registrar-General,  would  hold  it  at 
the  will  of  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  guardians.  By  the  Amending 
Act,  7  W.  4  &  1  Vict.  c.  22.  s.  14,  "  in  every  case  in  which  the  clerk 
to  any  such  board  of  guardians  shall  not  think  fit  or  shall  be  disquali- 
fied to  accept  the  office  of  Superintendent  Registrar,  and  the  guardians 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  during  fourteen  days  after  being  required  solo 
do  by  the  Registrar-General  to  appoint  a  Superintendent  Registrar 
♦8001  P^^P^^^y  qualified,  and  in  every  case  of  vacancy  of  the  *office 
-'  of  Registrar  or  Superintendent. Registrar  in  any  such  union, 
parish,  or  place  in  which  the  guardians  shall  refuse  or  neglect  during 
fourteen  days  afler  such  vacancy  to  appoint  a  Registrar  or  Superin- 
tendent Registrar  properly  qualified,  the  appointment  shall  lapse  to 
the  Registrar-General."  This  enactment  is  to  be  read  with  stat.  6  k 
7  W.  4,  c.  86,  s.  7,  which  had  not  then  come  into  operation.  Suppose 
the  clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians  elects  to  take  the  office  of  Super- 
intendent Registrar  on  its  first  creation,  and  then  dies ;  the  board  of 
guardians  are  not  bound  to  appoint  a  clerk  within  any  specified  time; 
but  if  they  neglect  to  fill  up  the  office  of  Superintendent  Registrar 
within  14  days,  the  Registrar-General  would  appoint.  Could  the  per- 
son appointed  upon  their  default  by  the  Registrar-General  be  dis- 
placed by  the  clerk  to  the  guardians? 

Further,  if  the  clerk  to  the  guardians  has  a  right  to  the  office  on 
.any  future  vacancy,  that  right  can  only  exist  when  the  office  becomes 
tvacant  after  he  himself  has  been  appointed.  He  cannot  displace  a 
iperson  appointed  by  the  board  of  guardians. 

Huddleston  {Philbrick  with  him),  for  the  relator. — Looking  to  the 
^duties  assigned  by  stat.  6  &  7  W.  4,  c.  86,  to  the  two  offices  of  clerk 
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(0  the  board  of  guardians  and  Superintendent  Registrar,  it  would  be 
most  convenient  that  they  should  be  held  by  the  same  person.  [HeN 
referred  to  stat.  7  W.  4  &  1  Vict.  c.  22,  s.  24.]  Also,  sect.  7  of  stat. 
6  ft  7  W.  4,  c.  86,  draws  a  distinction  between  the  appointments  of 
Begistrar  and  Superintendent  Registrar, — the  appointment  of  the 
former  is  to  be  by  the  board  of  guardians,  but  of  the  latter  by  the 
board  of  guardians  only  in  the  event  of  their  clerk  ^refusing  to  v^oai 
take  the  office  or  being  disqualified;  and  the  clause  which  fol-  '- 
lows  is  to  be  read  as  if  it  were  "  in  every  case  of  such  vacancy  of  the 
office  of  Superintendent  Registrar  shall  forthwith  fill  up  the  vacancy." 
If  it  had  been  intended  to  limit  the  right  of  the  clerk  to  the  board  of 
guardians  in  the  manner  contended  for,  the  words  would  have  been 
"  in  every  case  of  vacancy  after  the  first."  [ Wightman,  J. — Stat.  7 
W.  4  &  1  Vict.  c.  22,  s.  14,  requires  the  guardians  to  appoint  within 
foorteen  days :  suppose  there  is  no  clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians 
when  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  office  of  Superintendent  Registrar.]  In 
that  case  the  guardians  cannot  fill  up  the  vacancy  until  they  have  ap- 
pointed their  clerk,  for  although  no  time  is  specified  within  which  a 
vacancy  in  the  latter  office  must  be  filled  up,  a  reasonable  time  must 
be  intended.  Stat.  7  W.  4  &  1  Vict.  c.  22,  s.  17,  shows  that  the 
option  of  the  clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians  to  take  the  office  of  Su- 
perintendent Registrar  is  not  confined  to  the  first  appointment:  it 
enacts  "  that  whenever  there  are  two  or  more  clerks  to  the  guardians 
of  any  union,  parish,  or  place,"  one  only  of  whom  shall  possess  the 
necessary  qualifications,  or  one  only  of  whom  shall  think  fit  to  accept 
the  office,  **such  one  shall  be  the  Superintendent  Registrar;"  and  if 
two  or  more  of  such  clerks  shall  possess  the  necessary  qualifications, 
and  be  willing  to  accept  such  office,  then  such  gualrdians  shall  elect 
one  of  such  clerks  to  be  the  Superintendent  Registrar;  "and  that  no 
other  person  shall  be  or  be  elected  or  appointed  to  be  Superintendent 
Begistrar  of  any  such  union,  parish,  or  place,  unless  all  the  clerks  to 
the  board  of  guardians  (possessing  such  qualifications  as  aforesaid) 
shall  not  think  fit  to  accept  such  office."  [Blackburn,  J. — I  do  not 
see  wby  that  *section  is  not  confined  to  the  first  appointment :  t^oao 
it  does  not  say  "  whenever  there  is  a  vacancy."  Crompton,  J.  ^ 
— "  Whenever"  is  the  same  as  "  in  every  case  when,"  and  may  refer 
to  the  first  time  of  appointing.  Blackburn,  J. — ''  In  cases  in  which" 
would  be  better  grammar,  but  the  sense  is  the  same.]  The  words 
"shall  be  elected  or  appointed"  are  prospective,  and  cannot  apply  to 
the  first  appointment  under  the  Act.  [Crompton,  J. — The  language 
of  the  enactment  must  be  prospective,  because  nothing  had  been  yet 
done.  There  were  many  districts  formed  under  stat.  6  &  7  W.  4,  c. 
86,  s.  10,  which  included  parishes  not  then  formed  into  unions,  and 
for  these  the  Registrar-General  appointed  Registrars  and  Superin- 
tendent Registrars:  but,  by  sect.  11,  when  a  board  of  guardians  was 
established  for  any  parish  fornling  part  of  that  temporary  district,  and 
as  soon  as  a  registrar  was  appointed,  and  the  clerk  of  the  guardians 
accepted  the  office  of  Superintendent  Registrar,  or  the  guardians  ap- 
pointed a  Superintendent  Registrar,  the  parish  ceased  to  be  part  of 
the  temporary  district,  and  the  Registrar  and  Superintendent  Regis- 
trar ceased  to  hold  their  offices,  unless  reappointed.  Wightman,  J. 
—If  the  clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians  were  always  to  have  the  office 
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of  Superintendent  Registrar  if  he  pleased,  what  necessity  was  there 
for  the  words,  in  sect.  7,  "  in  every  case  of  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Su- 
perintendent Registrar  shall  forthwith  fill  up  the  vacancy  ?"]  They  are 
the  same  words  as  are  used  as  to  filling  up  the  vacancies  in  the  office 
of  registrar.  [Cbompton,  J. — They  must  mean  the  same  in  the  case 
of  the  Superintendent  Registrar  as  in  the  case  of  the  Registrar. 
WiGHTMAN,  J.— Stat.  7  W.  4  &  1  Vict.  c.  22,  s.  16,  enables  the  Su- 
^8031  Po^Q^^d^Q^  Registrar  to  appoint  a  deputy,  and  provides  that 
J  *he,  "in  case  of  the  death  of  the  Superintendent  Registrar, 
shall  act  as  Superintendent  Registrar  until  another  be  appointed." 
This  shows  that,  after  the  first,  there  is  to  be  an  appointment. 
Cbompton,  J. — Suppose  the  guardians,  having  neglected  to  appoint 
for  fourteen  days  after  a  vacancy,  the  Registrar-General  appointed, 
and  then  the  guardians  elected  a  clerk,  could  he  displace  the  Super- 
intendent Registrar  appointed  by  the  Registrar-General  ?]  The  Su- 
perintendent Registrar  is  to  hold  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Registrar- 
General,  and  therefore  could  not  be  displaced.  [Wightman,  J.— 
Suppose  the  clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians  is  willing  to  accept  the 
office:  can  he  be  in  the  office  without  an  appointment?  And  suppose 
the  guardians  will  not  appoint  him  within  fourteen  days,  the  ap- 

E ointment  lapses  to  the  Registrar-General,  and  he  may  appoint  whom 
e  will.] 

Luah  was  not  called  upon  to  reply. 

Wightman,  J. — I  am  of  opinion  that  the  provision  in  stat  6  &  7 
W.  4,  c.  86,  s.  7,  that  the  clerk  to  the  guardians  shall  be  the  Superin- 
tendent Registrar,  must  be  limited  to  the  first  filling  of  the  office  after 
the  coming  of  the  Act  into  operation ;  and  that,  in  the  case  of  a 
vacancy  occurring  afterwards,  the  Superintendent  Registrar  is  to  be 
appointed  by  the  guardians.  The  purview  of  the  Act  warrants  this 
construction ;  and,  looking  at  the  section  itself,  there  is  first  a  provi- 
sion that  the  guardians  shall  appoint  the  registrar,  *'  and,  in  every 
case  of  vacancy  in  the  office  of  registrar  shall  forthwith  fill  up  the 
vacancy :''  it  is  agreed  that  the  term  ''fill  up'*  means  '*  appoint."  Then 
comes  the  provision  as  to  the  Superintendent  Registrar: — ''the  clerk 
*8041  ^^  ^  guardians  of  every  *sueh  union,  parish,  or  plaoe  shall, 
-'  if  he  shall  think  fit  to  accept  such  office,  and  have  such  qualifi- 
cations as  the  Registrar-General  may  by  any  general  rule  declare 
to  be  necessary,  be  the  Superintendent  Registrar  thereof,"  that  is,  the 
clerk  of  the  guardians,  at  the  time  when  the  Act  comes  into  opera- 
tion, shall  be  Superintendent  Registrar  virtute  officii :  "  and  in  the 
event  of  his  refusal  or  disqualification  to  act  in  that  capacity,  the 
guardians  shall  appoint."  I  understand  this  as  applying  to  the  first 
appointment  after  the  Act  comes  into  operation,  and  not  to  all  future 
cases  of  vacancy :  those  are  provided  for  by  the  next  clause,  which  is 
prospective, — *'  and  in  every  case  of  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Super- 
intendent Registrar"  the  guardians  "  shall  forthwith  fill  up  the 
vacancy."  Mr.  Huddleston  says  that  the  words  *'  in  case  the  clerk 
shall  not  think  fit  to  accept  the  office,  or  shall  not  have  the  required 
qualifications,"  are  to  be  superadded;  but  I  think  that  cannot  be 
done. 

Stat.  7  W.  4  &  1  Vict  c.  22,  s.  14.  which  is  to  be  read  with  the 
former  statute,  confirms  this  view:   it  enacts,   ''that  in  every  case 
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io  whioh  the  clerk  to  any  such  board  of  guardians  shall  not  think  fit 
or  shall  be  disqualified  to  accept  the  office  of  Superintendent  Regis- 
trar, and  the  guardians  shall  refuse  or  neglect,  during  fourteen  days 
after  being  required  so  to  do  by  the  Registrar-General  to  appoint  a 
Superintendent  Registrar  properly  qualified :" — this  had  reFerence  to 
the  first  appointment,  because  none  could  take  place  until  this  Act 
came  into  operation,  the  former  Act  having  been  suspended,  so  as  to 
come  into  operation  at  the  same  time  as  this : — "  and  in  every  case  of 
vacancy  of  the  office  of  Registrar  or  Superintendent  Registrar  .... 
in  which  the  guardians  shall  refuse  or  neglect  during  fourteen  days 
after  ♦such  vacancy  to  appoint  a  Registrar  or  Superintendent  tmak 
Registrar  properly  qualified" — this  applies  to  future  vacancies :  '■ 
in  all  the  above  cases  *'  the  appointment  shall  lapse  to  the  Registrar- 
General;"  so  that,  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Superintendent 
Registrar  after  the  first  appointment,  if  the  guardians  refuse  to  ap- 
point the  right  of  appointment  lapses  to  the  Registrar-General,  and 
he  may  appoint  whom  he  will,  without  respect  to  the  claim  of  the 
clerk.  Then,  if  the  office  devolved  upon  the  new  clerk  to  the  guard- 
ians whenever  a  vacancy  occurred  in  that  office,  the  appointment  of 
Superintendent  Registrar  by  the  Registrar-General  must  be  temporary, 
which  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  terms  of  sect.  14.  Other  sec- 
tions fortify  this  construction  of  stat.  6  &  7  W.  4,  c.  86,  s.  7.  The 
object  of  the  Legislature  was  to  provide  for  the  first  appointment  to 
the  office,  and  in  case  of  future  vacancies  to  vest  the  appointment  in 
the  guardians. 

Cbompton,  J. — I  take  the  same  view  of  stat.  6  &  7  W.  4,  o.  86,  s.  7, 
as  my  brother  Wightman  has  expressed  in  his  judgment  Mr.  Hud- 
dleston  wishes  to  introduce  the  word  ''such"  in  the  clause  providing 
for  vacancies  in  the  office  of  Superintendent  Registrar.  But  I  do  not 
see  why  the  Legislature  should  have  limited  the  right  of  the  guard- 
ians to  appoint  only  in  the  two  cases  where  their  clerk  was  either 
unwilling  or  disqualified  to  hold  the  office.  It  is  a  common  mode  of 
legislating  in  similar  modern  Acts  to  direct  who  shall  in  the  first  in- 
stance fill  the  offices  created,  and  to  provide  differently  for  subsequent 
vacancies  by  conferring  a  power  of  appointment.  There  are  such 
provisions  as  to  officers  in  Municipal  Corporations  in  stat.  6  &  6  W. 
4,  c.  76.  And  *that  is  the  course  adopted  in  this  Act  It  is  a  r*oAg 
strong  argument  that,  by  sect  7,  the  office  is  to  be  held  during  *- 
the  pleasure  of  the  Registrar-General ;  whereas,  if  the  construction 
contended  for  by  Mr.  Uuddleston  were  right,  viz.,  that  as  soon  as  a 
new  clerk  is  appointed  there  is  ipso  facto  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
Superintendent  Registrar,  a  man  who  was  well  appointed  to  that 
office  would  be  put  out  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Registrar- 
General. 

Suppose  that,  at  the  time  of  the  first  appointment  or  institution  of 
the  office,  the  clerk  to  the  guardians  refused  to  accept  it,  and  A.  B. 
was  appointed,  and  was  well  in  the  office,  and  afterwards  the  clerk 
died,  and  a  new  clerk  was  appointed,  he  could  not  be  Superintendent 
Registrar  without  displacing  A.  B.  Therefore  it  cannot  be  that  the 
new  clerk  is  ipso  facto  Superintendent  Registrar.  And  all  the  provi- 
sions in  stat  7  W.  4  &  1  Vict  c.  22,  which  was  passed  to  supply  the 
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defects  found  out  in  the  former  Act,  fit  intelligibly  into  this  construc- 
tion. 

As  the  duties  of  the  clerk  to  the  guardians  and  of  the  Superintend- 
ent Registrar  are  to  some  extent,  though  not  in  all  respects,  analo- 
gous, it  is  convenient  that  be  should  be  appointed  by  the  guardians. 

It  was  natural  to  provide  that  the  clerk  should,  if  he  chose,  be  the 
first  Superintendent  Registrar ;  and  the  words  "  in  every  case  of  va- 
cancy" were  used  designedly  to  give  the  appointment  afterwards  to 
the  guardians. 

Blackburn,  J.,  concurred.  Judgment  for  the  defendant. 


*807]  ♦GLOVER,  Appellant,  BOOTH,  Respondent.    June  12. 

20  <t  21  Vict.  c.  43,  *.  3.-'Appeal,-^Cosis. 

Ob  to  appeal  from  Jnatiees  under  stat  20  A  21  Viet.  e.  43,  the  case  was  tent  back  to  be  !«• 
stated,  and  ultimately  Judgment  was  given  for  the  appellant  with  costs.  On  the  taxation,  the 
Master  allowed  to  the  appellant  the  costs  of  preparing  the  ease  beyond  the  fees  allowed  to  the 
elerk  of  the  Justices  by  sect  3  and  schedule  (A.),  and  also  the  costs  of  amending  the  case. 
Held,  that  the  taxation  was  right. 

Rule  calling  upon  the  appellant  to  show  cause  why  the  Master 
should  not  be  at  liberty  to  review  his  taxation  of  costs  in  this  case. 

Upon  the  hearing  of  an  information,  under  stat.  7  &  8  G.  4,  c.  80, 
8.  24,  before  certain  justices  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  in 
petty  sessions,  against  the  appellant  for  wilful  and  malicious  damage 
to  the  grass  in  a  close  of  the  respondent,  by  driving  a  cart  over  it,  the 
appellant  claimed  a  right  of  way  over  the  locus  in  quo  to  a  close  in 
his  occupation.  The  close  of  the  respondent,  and  that  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  appellant,  which  adjoined  each  other,  bad  been  devised  by 
James  Booth,  the  father  of  the  respondent,  the  former  to  the  respond- 
ent and  the  latter  to  another  son,  under  whom  the  appellant  occupied. 
In  neither  case  did  the  devise  make  any  reference  to  a  right  of  way. 
The  justices  convicted  the  appellant,  and  fined  him  Is.  and  costs;  but, 
upon  his  application,  in  January,  1861,  a  case  for  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  was  stated  under  stat.  20  &  21  Yict  c.  43,  s.  2. 

The  case  came  on  for  argument  in  Easter  Term  1861,  when,  upon 
the  application  of  the  appellant,  it  was  sent  back  for  amendment  an- 

♦8081  ^^^  ^^^^'  ^'  ^"  ^^®  ^^®*  ^^  *May  it  was  returned,  with  the 
^  terms  of  the  devise  set  out  more  fully;  but  the  justices  stated 
that  they  had  no  other  materials  before  them  beyond  those  set  out  in 
the  original  case. 

The  amended  case  came  on  for  argument  in  last  Hilary  Term,  when 
an  order  was  made  reversing  the  conviction  with  costs. 

The  Master,  by  his  allocatur,  allowed  costs  amounting  to  467.  12«. 
10c?.;  which  included  the  following  items:  ''Instruction  to  settle  draft 
case"  and  "  Perusing  case  as  drawn  by  Mr.  M.  (the  magistrates'  clerk)," 
**  Making  copy  of  case,"  and  also  the  costs  of  the  appellant's  applica- 
tion to  send  back  the  case  to  the  magistrates  for  amendment. 

Maule  showed  cause. — First.  The  Master  was  right  in  allowing  the 
costs  of  settling  the  case.  By  stat.  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  48,  s.  6,  the  Court 
may  make  such  order  as  to  costs  as  to  it  mayseem  fit ;  and  the  Mas- 
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ter,  as  the  officer  of  the  Court,  has  followed  the  practice  which  has 
existed  since  the  passing  of  the  statute.  Sect.  3  only  relates  to  the 
fees  to  which  the  clerk  to  the  justices  is  entitled :  they  are  to  be  ac- 
cording to  Schedule  (A)  until  they  are  otherwise  regulated  under  stat. 
11  &  12  Vict.  c.  48,  8.  80,  which  has  not  been  done.  Schedule  (A)  is 
headed  "Fees  to  be  taken  by  clerks  to  justices;"  and  has  reference 
only  to  the  fees  payable  to  such  clerk  when  the  case  is  drawn  and 
settled  by  him.  The  other  items  are  not  regulated  by  and  are  not 
within  the  contemplation  of  this  statute.  [WiGHTMAN,  J.— The 
charges  in  dispute  are  incidental  to  the  employment  of  an  attorney. 
Blackburn,  J. — According  to  this  taxation  the  defeated  party  may 
be  called  upon  to  pay  the  costs  which  the  other  *side  has  in-  r^oAg 
curred  in  employing  an  expensive  attorney.  Crompton,  J. —  ^ 
Certainly  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  that  such  bills 
of  costs  as  this  should  be  incurred.] 

The  Court  then  called  upon 

West,  in  support  of  the  rule.— Stat.  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  48,  s.  6,  gives 
the  Court  power  to  make  an  order  for  costs  in  each  particular  case. 
[Cbompton,  J. — The  Court  may  direct  that  tliey  shall  be  regulated 
according  to  a  particular  scale.] 

As  to  the  costs  of  settling  the  case,  the  taxation  by  the  Master  is 
contrary  to  sect.  8,  which  intends  that  the  case  should  be  drawn  by 
the  clerk  to  the  justices.  It  says  that  the  appellant,  '*  before  a  case 
shall  be  stated  and  delivered  to  him  by  the  justice  or  justices,"  shall 
enter  into  a  recognisance;  and  shall,  '* before  he  shall  be  entitled  to 
have  the  case  delivered  to  him,  pay  to  the  clerk  to  the  said  justice  or 
justices  his  fees  for  and  in  respect  of  the  case  and  recognisances,  and 
any  other  fees  to  which  such  clerk  shall  be  entitled,  which  fees,  except 
such  as  are  already  provided  for  by  law,  shall  be  according  to  the 
schedule  to  this  Act  annexed  marked  (A),  until  the  same  shall  be 
ascertained,  appointed,  and  regulated"  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
Stat.  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  48.  According  to  the  schedule,  the  only  fee  in 
respect  of  the  case  is  '*  for  drawing  case  and  copy,"  whereas  the  Mas- 
ter has  allowed  items  relating  to  the  settling  of  the  case  by  the  attor- 
ney for  the  appellant.  If  the  appellant  interferes  in  preparing  the 
case,  he  shoula  pay  the  extra  costs  occasioned  thereby. 

Also  the  costs  of  restating  the  case  ought  not  to  be  charged  to  the 
respondent :  the  defect  sought  to  be  ^amended  was  a  nonfeas-   r»oi  a 
ance  on  the  part  of  the  magistrates  by  whose  clerk  the  case  *■ 
was  drawn  and  not  on  the  part  of  the  respondent;  and,  further,  the 
case  was  returned  without  any  alteration  bv  the  magistrates. 

WiGHTMAN,  J. — The  fees  specified  in  Schedule  (A)  to  stat.  20  &  21 
Vict.  c.  48,  including  that  for  drawing  the  case,  are  to  be  taken  by  the 
clerk  to  the  justices.  The  other  costs  besides  those  so  specified  follow 
the  ordinary  course  of  costs  in  a  suit  at  law.  In  the  present  case  the 
amount  of  the  costs  allowed  seems  exceedingly  high  ;  but  the  matter 
was  of  importance  to  the  parties  and  of  some  difficulty ;  and  the  case 
required  to  be  stated  with  accuracy. 

Crompton,  J. — There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  anything  wrong 
in  the  conduct  of  the  appellant.  I  think,  however,  it  is  desirable 
that  there  should  be  some  regulation  as  to  the  allowance  of  costs  of 
an  appeal  from  the  summary  jurisdiction  of  justices;  because  a  high 
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scale  of  taxation  tempts  parties  to  appeal  in  unimportant  cases.  Still 
the  appellant  should  be  allowed  all  the  fair  costs  of  prosecuting  an 
appeal  under  this  statute  and  bringing  his  case  before  the  Court,  as  he 
is  upon  appeal  from  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

Blackburn,  J. — It  might  not  be  a  bad  regulation  that  the  costs  of 
settling  a  case  should  not  be  charged  to  the  respondent ;  but  such  is 
not  the  present  practice.  The  other  costs  may  have  been  necessary 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  appeal. 

Rule  discharged,  without  costs. 


*ftin  *The  QUEEN  v.  The  Justices  of  The  WEST  RIDING  of 
^^^J       YORKSHIRE  and  WILLIAM  HENRY  RIPLEY. 

June  12. 

5  (§  6  W.i,  c.  30,  s,  ^,^CerHJicate.—Aj^9eal,— Abandonment— Cogts. 

After  notice  and  gronndf  of  appeal  against  a  certificate  of  jnstices  for  the  dirersion  of  a 
highway,  the  person  at  whose  instance  the  certificate  was  given  gave  notice  that  he  abandoned 
further  proceedings,  and  should  not  applj  to  the  Qaarter  Sessions  for  the  enrolment  of  the  oertifi> 
c  tte.  The  appeal  was  entered,  and,  being  called  on  and  no  one  appearing,  was  itrnek  oat  After* 
wards  on  the  same  day  the  appellant  applied  for  cost«  under  stat.  5  A  6  W.  4,  o.  50,  i.  90,  by 
which  the  Qaarter  Sessions  are  authorised  and  required  to  award  to  the  party  giving  or  receiving 
notice  of  appeal  such  costs  and  expenses  as  shall  be  inonrred  in  prosecuting  or  resisting  aach 
appeal,  whether  the  same  shall  be  tried  or  not:  Held,  that  the  Qaarter  Seeaionf  were  bound  to 
make  an  order  for  the  costs. 

In  Easter  Term,  T.  Campbell  Foster  obtained  a  rule  calling  upon 
the  justices  of  the  West  Riding  of  the  county  of  York,  and  William 
Henry  Ripley,  to  show  cause  why  a  writ  of  mandamus  should  not 
issue,  commanding  them  to  enter  continuances  to  the  next  Quarter 
Sessions  for  the  said  Riding  upon  the  appeal  of  Joseph  Pearson 
against  a  certificate  of  two  justices,  dated  the  31st  October,  1861,  for 
diverting  a  highway  leading  from  within  the  township  of  Wyke,  and 
at  such  Quarter  Sessions  to  make  such  order  for  costs  in  the  matter 
of  the  said  appeal  as  is  required  by  law,  the  proposed  diversion  of 
the  said  highway  having  been  abandoned  after  notice  of  appeal  had 
been  given  and  the  grounds  of  appeal  had  been  delivered. 

On  the  3Ist  October,  1861,  two  justices  of  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  having  viewed  the  highway  in  question,  and  having  had 
*8121  ^^^  necessary  proof  and  plan  *laid  before  them,  signed  a  cer- 
-'  tificate  for  diverting  the  same,  which,  together  with  the  other 
documents,  was  on  the  2d  November,  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  the 
peace,  in  pursuance  of  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  c.  50,  s.  85.  On  the  14th, 
Joseph  Pearson,  being  a  person  deeming  himself  aggrieved,  gave 
notice  to  the  surveyor  of  the  highways  of  his  intention  to  appeal 
against  the  certificate,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  grounds  of 
appeal  under  sect.  88,  On  the  20th,  notice  was  given  by  William 
Henry  Ripley  the  person  at  whose  instance  the  certificate  was  given, 
that  he  abandoned  further  proceedings,  and  that  no  application  would 
be  made  to  the  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  cer- 
tificate enrolled.  At  the  Quarter  Sessions  held  on  the  31st  December 
the  appeal  was  entered  and  placed  on  the  list,  and  upon  being  called 
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on  in  its  turn  and  no  one  appearing  it  was  struck  out.  Afterwards, 
on  the  same  day,  the  counsel  for  the  appellant  who  had  been  in- 
structed to  move  to  quash  the  certificate  with  costs  applied  to  the 
Court  to  reinstate  the  appeal  and,  in  pursuance  of  sect.  90,  make  an 
order  for  costs ;  which  application  was  refused. 

Maule  showed  cause. — The  Quarter  Sessions  were  not  bound  to 
restore  the  appeal ;  and  the  appeal  must  be  before  the  Court  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  give  costs  under  stat.  5  &  6  W.  4,  o.  60,  s.  90. 
[Crompton,  J. — By  that  section  the  Quarter  Sessions  are  "  authorized 
and  required  to  award  to  the  party  giving  or  receiving  ^otice  of 
appeal  such  costs  and  expenses  as  shall  be  incurred  in  prosecuting  or 
resisting  such  appeal,  whether  the  same  shall  be  tried  or  not."  The 
right  to  apply  for  costs  does  not  arise  until  it  is  ascertained  whether 
the  appeal  will  *be  tried  or  not.  Is  not  this  a  case  in  which,  r^oio 
the  appeal  not  being  tried,  the  party  is  entitled  to  the  costs  of  ^ 
preparing  to  resist  the  certificate?]  If  an  application  for  costs  may 
be  made,  though  there  is  no  cause  before  the  Sessions,  this  rule 
cannot  be  resisted.  [Blackbukn,  J. — Section  90  says  that  the  party 
giving  notice  of  appeal  is  entitled  to  costs.  If  the  argument  against 
the  rule  were  right,  it  would  always  be  in  the  power  of  a  party  who 
did  not  appear  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  to  support  the  certificate  of 
the  justices  to  deprive  the  appellant  of  costs.] 

T.  Campbell  Foster  was  not  called  upon  to  support  the  rule. 

Per  Curiam.    (Wightman,  Crompton,  and  Blackburn,  JJ.) 

Bule  absolute  without  costs,  the  defendants  undertaking 
that  an  order  for  costs  should  be  made  without  a  manda^ 
mus  issuing. 


♦PATERSON  V.  HARRIS.    June  17.  [*814 

Distributive  issue. — Costs, 

In  an  aotion  on  a  policy  of  insurance  in  tlie  ordinary  form,  with  the  common  memorandum, 
on  a  share  in  The  Atlantic  Telegraph  Company,  alleging  a  total  loss  of  the  cahle  by  perils  of 
the  seae ;  the  defendant  pleaded  that  the  snlgect-matter  of  the  insurance  was  not,  nor  was  any 
part  thereof,  during  the  eontinuacce  of  the  risk  covered  by  the  policy,  lost  by  the  perils  insured 
against,  or  any  of  them.  Issue  having  been  joined  on  this  plea,  the  plaintiff  recoveiM  in 
respect  of  a  small  portion  of  the  cable  only,  the  rest  nut  having  been  lost  by  the  perils  insured 
against,  the  damages  on  the  portion  recovered  exceeding  3/.  per  cent,  on  the  yalue  of  the 
policy.  Held  that  the  plea  might  be  taken  distributively,  and  that  the  verdict  should  accord- 
ingly be  entered  for  the  defendant  as  to  all  the  claim  except  so  far  as  related  to  the  loss  of  the 
portion  of  the  cable  on  which  the  plaintiff  succeeded. 

The  first  count  of  the  declaration  was  on  a  policy  of  insurance  on 
a  share  in  The  Atlantic  Telegraph  Company,  alleging  a  total  loss  of 
the  cable  by  perils  of  the  seas,  whereby  the  share  became  of  no  value. 
The  policy  was  in  the  ordinary  form,  with  the  common  memoranclum. 

The  second  count  was  on  a  policy  similar  to  the  first,  with  an 
additional  memorandum  that  it  was  understood  and  agreed  that  the 
insurance  should  cover  and  include  the  successful  working  of  the 
cable  when  laid  down. 

There  was  also  the  common  count  for  money  had  and  received. 

Pleas.  1.  That  the  defendant  did  not  promise  or  become  an  insurer 
as  alleged. 
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2.  To  the  first  count.  That  the  subject-matter  of  the  insurance 
was  not,  nor  was  any  part  thereof,  during  the  continuance  of  the  risk 
covered  by  the  policy,  lost  by  the  perils  insured  against,  or  any  of 
them. 

3.  To  the  second  count  That  the  subject-matter  of  the  insurance 
was  not,  nor  was  any  part  thereof,  during  the  continuance  of  the  risk 
♦8151  ^^^^^^^^  ^y  ^^^  policy  and  *memorandum,  lost  by  the  perils 

-I  insured  against,  or  any  of  them. 

4.  To  the  whole  declaration.  Payment  before  action  brought. 

5.  To^the  common  count,  Never  indebted. 
Issue  on  all  the  pleas. 

At  the  trial  of  the  cause,  a  verdict  was  entered  for  the  plaintiff, 
subject  to  a  question  reserved ;  and  the  Court  having  decided  that 
the  plaintiff  was  only  entitled  to  recover  with  r^pect  to  a  small  por- 
tion, namely,  373  miles,  of  the  cable,  as  the  loss  of  the  rest  was  not 
caused  by  perils  of  the  seas,  but  from  the  chemical  action  of  the  sea 
on  it  after  immersion,  arising  from  inherent  defects  in  the  cable,  the 
following  rule  was  drawn  up. 

"  Upon  reading,  &c.,  and  upon  hearing,  &c.,  it  is  ordered  that  the 
arbitrator  appointed  by  the  parties  do  assess  the  damages  as  to  the 
373  miles  of  cable  upon  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Ck)urt;  and 
if  he  find  that  the  damage  so  assessed  amounts  to  or  exceeds  3/.  per 
Qent.,  the  verdict  is  to  be  entered  for  the  plaintiff,  as  to  such  portion 
of  ,the  amount  so  found  as  the  defendant  s  subscription  bears  to  the 
whole  sum  insured  by  the  policy,  and  costs  40«. ;  but  if  such  damages 
amount  to  less  than  SI.  per  cent.,  then  the  verdict  is  to  be  entered  for 
the  defendant."(a) 

The  arbitrator  having  assessed  the  damages  at  a  sum  exceeding  SI 

E3r  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  policy,  the  following  order  was  made  by 
lackburn,  J. 

"Upon  hearing  counsel  on  both  sides,  I  do  order  that,  having 
♦8161  ^®8^^^  ^  *^®  finding  of  the  jury  and  the  ♦judgment  of  the 
J  Court,  the  verdict  be  entered  for  the  defendant  upon  the  issues 
arising  on  the  first  and  last  counts,  and  for  the  plaintiff  on  the  firsi 
issue  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  second  count,  and  on  the  third  issue 
generally^  with  damages  according  to  the  finding  of  the  arbitrator; 
with  liberty  to  apply  to  the  Court." 

A  rule  was  obtained  by  the  defendant  to  vary  this  order,  by  direct- 
ing that  the  verdict  upon  the  issue  arising  upon  the  third  plea  be 
entered  for  the  defendant  as  to  all  the  claim,  except  so  far  as  related 
to  the  loss  of  373  miles  of  the  cable. 

This  rule  was  argued  on  the  14th  and  17th  June,  and  judgment 
was  given  on  the  latter  day. 

W.  Murray  showed  cause. — The  question  is  whether  the  third  issue 
is  divisible,  so  as  to  entitle  the  defendant  to  have  the  verdict  entered 
for  him  for  the  portion  on  which  he  has  succeeded.  The  issue  is, 
however,  entire;  and  to  hold  it  otherwise  would  lead  to  a  multiplicity 
of  issues.  The  second  count  on  which  it  arises  is  a  claim  for  damages 
in  respect  of  a  total  loss  of  the  cable  the  share  in  which  was  insured, 
and  the  defendant  cannot  claim  to  have  the  issue  divided  on  the 
ground  that  the  loss  turns  out  to  have  been  only  partial.    The  plain- 

(a)  S«e  the  Report,  toL  1,  p.  336. 
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tift'  could  Dot  have  declared  for  a  partial  loss  of  this  portion  of  the 
cable  UDtii  the  voyage  was  at  an  end,  seeing  that  after  a  partial  loss 
there  may  be  a  total  loss,  in  which  of  course  the  former  would  be 
included:  Stewart  v.  Steele,  5  Scott,  N.  R.  927,  941,  948-9,  per 
Maule,  J.;  Blackett  v.  The  Royal  Exchange  Assurance  Company,  2 
Cr.  &  J.  244,  248,  per  Lord  Lyndhurst. 

^Anderson  v.  Chapman,  5  M.  &;  W.  483,  is  an  authority  for  r#Q|Y 
the  plaintiff.  That  was  an  action  against  the  defendant  as  a  '- 
carrier  by  sea,  charging  damage  to  goods  by  improper  stowage,  and 
otherwise  negligently  taking  care  of  and  conveying  them.  The  plain- 
tiff failed  to  prove  any  negligence  in  respect  of  stowage,  but  proved  a 
damage  to  one  cask  by  negligence  in  the  loading,  and  it  was  held  that 
the  defendant  was  not  entitled  to  any  part  of  the  costs  on  the  above 
issue,  under  Reg.  Gen.  H.  2  W.  4,  r.  74,  which  directs  that  "  the  costs 
of  all  issues  found  for  the  defendant  shall  be  deducted  from  the  plain- 
tiff's costs ;"  and  Parke,  B.,  referred  to  Cox  v.  Tbomason,  2  C.  &  J. 
498,  1  Dowl.  P.  C.  572,  2  Tyrw.  411.  [Cbompton,  J.— Traherne  v. 
Gardner,  8  E.  &  B.  161  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  92),  is  subsequent  to  Ander- 
son V.  Chapman,  and  seems  at  variance  with  it.]  That  was  founded 
on  Welby  v.  Brown,  1  Exch.  770,  and  was  an  action  on  common 
counts.  In  an  action  of  indebitatus  assumpsit,  with  several  breaches 
alleged,  the  defendant  may  plead  to  each  breach,  and  an  issue  may  be 
raised  on  each.  Besides,  in  the  judgment  in  Traherne  v,  Gardner,  no 
allusion  is  made  to  Anderson  v.  Chapman.  [Cbompton,  J. — It  was, 
however,  brought  before  the  Court  in  the  argument.]  Here  the  de- 
claration states  one  specific  cause  of  action,  as  much  as  if  the  action 
were  brought  for  an  entire  chattel.  Suppose  two  heads  of  special 
damage  in  an  action  of  slander,  and  the  plaintiff  failed  as  to  one,  would 
the  issue  be  divisible  ?  [Cbompton,  J. — I  do  not  see  why  not.  Black- 
BUBN,  J.,  referred  to  Biddulph  v.  Chamberlayne,  17  Q.  B.  351  (E.  C. 
L.  B.  vol.  79).]  If  this  defendant  *can  recover  the  costs  he  r^oi  o 
seeks,  then  in  every  action  for  damages  the  defendant  will  be  *- 
entitled  to  the  costs  of  all  witnesses  called  by  him  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  them  down.     [He  cited  Gray  on  Costs,  p.  40.] 

Honyman^  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  declaration  is  for  a  total 
loss,  and  under  it,  the  plaintiff  may  recover  pro  tanto  if  he  proves  a 
partial  loss.  The  test  whether  an  issue  is  divisible  is  to  see  whether 
the  portions  supposed  to  be  separate  could  be  made  the  subject  of  dif- 
ferent breaches.  That  could  not  have  been  so  here;  at  all  events,  if 
it  could,  the  plaintiff'  could  have  traversed  each  breach  separately. 
Anderson  v.  Chapman,  5  M.  &  W.  483,  has  been  virtually  overruled 
by  Traherne  v.  Gardner,  8  E.  &  B.  161  (E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  92),  and  is 
inconsistent  with  Reynolds  v.  Harris,  8  C.  B.  N.  S.  267  (E.  C.  L.  R. 
vol.  91),  and  Freshney  v.  Wells,  26  L.  J.  Exch.  228.  [He  cited  Goram 
V.  Sweeting,  2  Saund.  205,  and  Gray  on  Costs,  pp.  61,  64.]  [Wight- 
man,  J. — In  Day's  Common  Law  Procedure  Acts,  p.  68,  it  is  said  that 
not  possessed  is  divisible  in  trover,  but  not  in  an  action  for  mesne 

Srofits,  for  which  he  cites  Wilkinson  v.  Kirby,  15  C.  B.  430  (E.  C.  L. 
;.  vol.  80).] 

CocKBUBN,  C.  J. — This  rule  must  be  made  absolute.  I  quite  agree 
that  where  the  question  between  the  parties  involves  simply  the 
amount  of  damages,  and  the  defendant  calls  witnesses  to  cut  them 
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down,  the  issues  raised  in  reference  to  the  different  items  that  maj 
come  under  consideration  are  not  taken  distributively  ;  but  where  we 
can  see  that  the  issues  raised  are  distinct,  the  ends  of  justice  require, 
and  our  rules  do  not  prevent,  their  being  so  taken. 
♦8191  *Here  is  an  action  on  a  policy  of  insurance,  in  which  the 
^  underwriter  undertakes  to  indemnify  the  assured  for  all  loss, 
total  or  partial,  from  the  perils  of  the  seas;  and,  according  to  the 
established  rule,  although  the  declaration  is  general,  it  is  open  to  the 
assured  to  proceed  in  respect  of  either  total  or  partial  loss.  The  de- 
claration being  general,  the  plea  has  assumed  the  same  shape,  and 
denies  the  loss  in  general  teroLs,  making  no  distinction  between  total 
and  partial  loss.  It  seems  to  me  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
subject-matter  of  the  liability  is  distinct  Even  where  a  partial  loss 
arises  before  the  expiration  of  the  voyage,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  assured  from  maintaining  his  action  for  it,  although,  no  doubt,  if 
afterwards  there  were  a  total  loss,  the  partial  loss  would  be  included 
in  it,  and  could  not  be  recovered  for  separately.  But  here  are  two 
distinct  grounds  of  claim,  on  one  contract  of  indemnity ;  and,  that  be- 
ing so,  the  plaintiflf  clearly  may  recover  in  respect  of  the  partial  loss 
of  part  of  the  cable  arising  out  of  one  set  of  circumstances,  and  for  the 
rest  arising  out  of  a  different  one.  It  is  not  alleged  that  there  was 
anything  in  common  between  the  two  losses,  except  that  both  occur- 
red on  the  ocean,  one  from  a  storm,  and  the  other  from  the  chemical 
action  of  the  sea  on  the  cable  after  immersion.  The  question  between 
the  parties  was  whether  the  loss  of  that  part  on  which  the  jury  found  for 
the  defendant  was  from  the  action  of  the  sea,  or  from  inherent  defects 
of  the  cable.  These  are  two  essentially  distinct  causes  of  action  and 
grounds  of  liability ;  and  therefore  we  ought,  if  we  can,  to  construe  a 
plea  which  is  an  answer  to  the  one  part  though  not  to  the  other,  so 
that  the  defendant  may  have  his  costs  of  that  part  on  which  he  suc- 
ceeded. 

*8201  *^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  Anderson  v.  Chapman,  5  M.  &  W.  48S, 
^  a  contrary  doctrine  seems  to  have  been  maintained;  but  the 
decision  of  the  Uourt  there,  on  the  special  circumstances  of  that  case, 
has  been  considerably  shaken  by  Traherne  v,  Gardner,  8  £.  &  B.  161 
(E.  C.  L.  B.  vol.  92),  which  is  much  more  like  the  present. 

WiGHTMAN,  J. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  was  at  first  a  good 
deal  impressed  with  the  argument  founded  on  the  extent  to  which  it 
was  saia  our  decision  in  favour  of  the  defendant  might  be  carried.  It 
was  suggested  that  this  was  an  action  to  recover  unliquidated  damages, 
and  that,  if  we  were  to  decide  in  favour  of  the  defendant,  then,  in  every 
case  where  an  action  is  brought  to  recover  damages,  the  defendant 
might  claim  to  be  allowed  the  costs  of  witnesses  produced  by  him  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  cutting  them  down.  But  in  the  present  case  the 
record  shows  that  the  plaintiff's  claim  is  for  a  specific  sum  in  respect 
of  a  total  loss  of  the  cable.  No  doubt  there  is  a  difference  between 
the  recovery  for  a  total  and  for  a  partial  loss ;  and,  although  the  plain- 
tiff in  the  declaration  went  for  a  total  loss,  still  here  are  two  matters 
that  may  be  distributed.  The  case  is  distinguishable  from  Anderson 
V.  Chapman,  5  M.  &  W.  483,  which  was  for  unliquidated  damages. 
If  this  were  such  a  case  I  confess  I  should  have  entertained  much 
doubt. 
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Crompton,  J. — The  effect  of  the  late  cases,  especially  Traherne  v. 
Gardner,  8  E.  &  B.  161  (E.  C.  L.  E.  vol.  92),  is  that  where  an  issue 
limits  of  being  divided,  and  there  are  two  really  distinct  questions 
before  the  jury,  the  postea  ought  to  be  made  to  correspond  with  r^oo^ 
the  truth  by  dividing  those  issues.  In  old  *times,  before  the  ^ 
New  Rules,  questions  like  the  present  were  of  no  consequence. 
Where,  for  instance,  to  an  action  of  indebitatus  assumpsit,  a  plea  of 
never  indebted  was  pleaded,  and  the  plaintiff,  seeking  to  recover  257.,- 
recovered  only  20/.,  he  had  all  the  costs,  because  the  record  was  right; 
and  for  a  long  time  I  was  of  opinion  with  Lord  Abinger  in  Anderson 
1^.  Chapman,  6  M.  &  W.483,  that  the  question  in  such  cases  was  whe- 
ther anything  was  due,  and  in  the  event  of  something  being  found  to 
be  due  the  plaintiff  would  succeed  on  the  whole  issue.  But  the  later 
cases  proceed  on  a  different  principle,  and  I  think  a  right  one:  for, 
since  the  New  Rules  have  made  particular  pleadings  necessary,  if  the 
plaintiff  claims  a  large  sum,  and  recovers  only  part  of  it,  and  where 
the  matter  will  admit  of  division,  I  do  not  see  why  it  should  not  be 
divided.  Here  is  an  action  for  a  total  loss  in  the  ordinary  form.  Very 
early  in  the  history  of  insurance  law  it  was  laiji  down  that  if  the 

Elaintiff  declared  for  a  total  loss,  he  might  recover  for  a  partial 
)88;  and  this  because  the  declaration  must  be  understood  to  say 
that  the  ship  had  been  totally  lost,  and  also  that  it  had  been  par- 
tially lost ;  and  the  case  was  the  same  as  if  there  had  been  two  counts^ 
when  the  issue  taken  on  the  whole  went  to  every  part.  Accord- 
ing to  Goram  v.  Sweeting,  2  Saund.  205,  on  a  declaration  for  a 
total  loss  of  ship,  tackle,  &;c.,  the  defendant,  in  order  to  traverse  the 
loss  successfully,  must  traverse  the  loss  of  every  part,  which  shows 
that  the  issue  is  divisible  in  its  nature.  I  agree  with  my  brother 
Wightman  that  if  this  were  a  case  of  unliquidated  damages  it  r»ooo 
would  be  otherwise;  but  the  present  issue  is*clearly  divisible,  ^ 
and  two  distinct  questions  are  raised,  not  only  on  the  form  of  the 
pleadings,  but  on  the  actual  matter.  One  was  a  claim  in  respect  of  a 
total  loss  of  the  cable,  another  in  respect  of  the  loss  of  a  portion  of  the 
cable  on  quite  a  different  occasion.  In  Traherne  v.  Gardner,  8  £.  & 
B.  161  (E.  C.  L.  R.  vol.  92),  we  considered  all  the  items  claimed,  and 
baying  found  five  or  six  of  them  in  favour  of  the  defendant,  held  that, 
as  the  issue  was  capable  of  being  divided,  and  the  questions  raised 
were  distinct,  we  should  enter  the  result  according  to  the  truth.  If 
Anderson  v.  Ofaapman,  6  M.  &  W.  488,  had  been  a  case  of  liquidated 
damages  with  one  breach  alleged  it  ought  to  be  taken  for  law.  But 
since  the  late  cases  I  entertain  some  doubt  whether  it  was  rightly  de- 
cided ;  for  Mr.  Gray,  in  his  Treatise  on  the  Law  of  Costs,  p.  64,  ques- 
tions if  the  issue  in  Anderson  v.  Chapman  did  not  admit  of  division. 
Mr.  Gray  puts  it  very  well  thus :  "  If  substantially  there  were  but  one 
breach,  the  issue  would  not  be  distributable ;  but  if  the  general  breach 
included  two  or  more  particular  breaches,  to  each  of  which  a  distinct 
item  applied,  and  the  defendant  had  a  distinct  case  and  evidence  as  to 
one  o(  those  particular  breaches,  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  the 
issue  should  not  be  distributable."  If  the  matter  is  one  in  respect  of 
which  you  claim  unliquidated  damages,  it  cannot  be  divided.  To 
illustrate  this,  suppose  a  plaintiff  were  to  sue  for  damages  for  the  non- 
repair of  a.  dwelling-house  to  which  a  hothouse  is  attached,  it  would 
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be  absurd  to  say  that  he  was  suing  for  damages  for  not  repairing  each 
separately.  But  suppose  a  storofi  were  to  injure  some  windows  in 
♦8281  ^^^^^^  house,  that  *would  raise  a  distinct  question.  Here,  not 
■'  only  is  the  issue  divisible,  but  there  were  two  entirely  distinct 
questions  before  the  jury. 

Blackburn,  J. — There  can  be  no  doubt  that  here,  where  the  plain- 
tiff recovered  for  one  part  of  the  case  only,  and  was  defeated  on  a  dis- 
tinct part  (and  that  the  most  important),  justice  (supposing  this  an 
isolated  case)  requires  that  the  defendant  should  have  his  costs  of  the 
part  on  which  he  has  succeeded.  But  the  question  is  to  be  decided, 
not  on  the  justice  of  the  particular  case,  but  on  the  general  rules  kjS 
law.  When  this  matter  was  before  me  (acting  as  deputy  for  my  Lord 
Chief  Justice  before  whom  the  case  was  tried),  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  Anderson  v.  Chapman,  5  M.  &  W.  483,  was  precisely  in  point, 
and  that  I  ought  to  follow  it.  I  still  entertain  the  opinion  that  the 
principle  on  which  that  case  went  is  identical  with  that  involved  in 
the  present,  but  I  have  changed  my  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of 
following  that  case  now ;  for  the  principle  on  which  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer there  intended  to  act  was  a  right  principle,  but  it  was  mis- 
applied by  them,  and  would  be  misapplied  if  followed  here.  I  will 
not  give  at  any  length  my  reasons  for  thinking  the  principle  in  that 
case  a  sound  one,  as  they  are  all  stated  by  Mr.  Gray  in  pp.  61-64  of 
his  Treatise  on  Costs.  I  agree  with  my  brother  Wightman  that 
where  a  defendant  succeeds  in  reducing  the  damages  for  one  indi- 
vidual cause  of  action  the  issue  ought  not  to  be  divided  ;  but  in  a 
case  like  Anderson  v.  Chapman,  5  M.  &  W.  483,  where  the  plaintiff 
♦8241  ^^^  *^^  *negligenoe  and  proved  it  only  partially,  or  in  a  case 
-'  like  the  present  where  there  is  a  count  on  a  policy  of  insurance, 
and  one  loss  is  shown  to  have  been  caused  by  perils  of  the  seas  and 
one  not,  those  are  distinct  matters  for  which  separate  actions  might 
have  been  brought  and  separate  pleas  pleaded. 

It  is  argued  however  that,  as  this  is  only  one  cause  of  action,  the 
plaintiif  could  not  have  brought  an  action  for  partial  loss  before  the 
voyage  had  come  to  an  end.  There  is  no  authority  for  that,  and  the 
practice,  I  think,  is  to  adjust  and  pa^for  partial  loss  during  a  voyage; 
and  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  it  should  not  be  so.  Stewart  v. 
Steele,  6  Scott  N.  B.  927,  which  has  been  relied  on,  is  really  no  au- 
thority at  all.  There  the  jury  erroneously  included  in  the  amount  of 
damages  the  costs  that  would  have  been  incurred  if  the  ship  had  been 
repaired,  but  which  never  were  actually  incurred,  seeing  that  she  was 
broken  up.  It  was  with  respect  to  that  that  Maule,  J.,  was  speaking 
in  the  passage  cited  ;  and  he  refers  to  Livie  v.  Janson,  12  East  648 
which  fully  establishes  iiis  proposition.  Bule  absolute. 
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♦THE  QUEEN,  on  the  prosecution  of  the  Burial  Board  of  r^oor 
AMERSH AM,  v.  The  Overaeere  of  COLESHILL.  Jum  17.  »-  ^^^ 

Burial  Acts.— 15  ^  16  Txct.  e.  85,  18  d:  19  Viet  e,  128.— PamA«  united/or  ecden- 

(utical  purposes. 

1,  Where  two  puiBhea  or  pUoea  eaeh  mftintainiog  iU  own  poor,  are  united  toffether  for 
ecclesUfltical  parposes,  »  Barutl  Bo«rd  for  the  whole  distriot,  appointed  by  the  rote  of  the 
▼tostry,  or  meeting  in  the  nature  of  a  restry,  is  properly  constituted,  by  virtue  of  staL  18  A  19 
Viet  e.  138,  read  in  connection  with  itat  15  A  16  Viet  c.  85 :  although  this  would  have  been 
otherwise  under  the  15  A  16  Viot  c  85. 

2.  In  such  a  ease,  in  the  contract  for  providing  for  the  expenses  of  the  burial  ground,  the 
Burial  Board  ought  to  iiz  the  sum  payable  once  for  all ; — not  to  fix  one  definite  proportion  for 
the  amount  to  which  each  of  the  two  parishes  or  places  is  to  be  chargeable  in  ftitore :  although 
this  also  would  hare  been  otherwise  under  the  former  Act, 

8.  In  such  a  ease,  where  money  is  borrowed  by  the  Burial  Board  towards  the  expenses  of 
providing  the  burial  ground,  the  deed  should  charge  the  sum  borrowed  upon  the  fliture  ratee 
of  the  one  part  of  the  parish,  and  also  upon  the  future  rates  of  the  other  part  (a) 

Mandamus  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  Coleshill 
in  the  parish  of  Amersham  in  the  county  of  Hertford. 

The  writ :  after  reciting  that  the  hamlet  of  Coleshill  was  part  of  the 
parish  of  Amersham  in  the  counties  of  Bucks  and  Herts,  and  before 
and  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  18  &  19  Yict.  c.  128,  and  20  & 
21  Yict.  c.  81,  was  a  place  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor,  and 
united  for  ecclesiastical  purposes  with  the  residue  of  the  said  parish, 
that  is  to  say,  with  a  place  called  Amersham,  in  the  county  of  Bucks, 
also  a  place  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor,  and  that  those  two 
places  had  a  church  and  also  a  burial  ground  for  their  joint  use,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  those  places  had  been  accustomed  to  meet  in 
one  vestry  for  purposes  common  to  such  several  places,  and  that  the 
*  vestry  or  meeting  in  the  nature  of  a  vestry  of  those  two  places  r^oo/* 
did,  on  the  31st  October,  1857,  pursuant  to  the  said  Acts  and  '- 
other  the  Burial  Acts  in  force  in  England,  by  and  with  the  approval 
of  one  of  the  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  appoint  a  Burial  Board  for 
the  two  places,  that  is  to  say,  for  the  parish  of  Amersham,  in  the 
counties  of  Bucks  and  Herts,  and  thence  from  time  to  time  did  supply 
vacancies  therein,  and  exercise  the  same  powers  of  authorization, 
approval  and  sanction  in  relation  to  such  Burial  Board,  and  such  other 
powers  as  under  those  Acts  are  vested  in  the  vestry  of  a  parish  or 
place  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor,  and  such  Burial  Board 
then  became  the  Burial  Board  under  the  Burial  Acts  for  the  parish 
of  Amersham ;  and  that  the  Burial  iBoard,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
vestry  or  meeting  in  the  nature  of  a  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Amer- 
sham, and  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  did 
borrow  the  money  required  for  providing,  laying  out  and  enclosing 
two  several  burial  grounds  theretofore,  with  the  approval  of  one  of 
the  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  provided  for  the  parish  of  Amer- 
sham under  the  Burial  Acts  to  be  used,  the  one  as  a  consecrated  and 
the  other  as  an  unconsecrated  burial  ground,  that  is  to  say,  the  sum 
of  16002.,  and  charge  the  future  poor  rates  of  the  parish  of  Amersham 

(a)  This  Is  the  case  referred  to  bj  Crompton,  J.,  during  the  argument  in  Reg.  v.  The  Over- 
leers  of  Walcot,  tupra^  p.  557. 
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witli  the  payment  of  such  money  and  interest  thereon;  and  that  the 
Burial  Board  did  require  the  dum  of  152Z.  for  defraying  expenses 
incurred  by  them  in  carrying  the  said  Acts  into  execution,  that  is  to 
say,  for  paying  the  agreed  interest  on  the  principal  money  the  sum  of 
721.,  and  the  further  sum  of  80?.,  being  a  sum  equal  to  or  exceeding 
one-fiftieth  part  of  the  principal  money  so  borrowed,  which  the  Burial 
♦8271  ^^^^  ^'^  ^^^^  think  proper  *to  be  then  being  once  for  the  then 
J  current  year  by  them  set  aside  out  of  the  moneys  charged  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  sinking  fund  for  paying  off 
the  principal  money,  and  that  the  sum  required  by  the  Burial  Board 
in  respect  of  the  portion  of  such  expenses  to  be  borne  by  the  hamlet 
of  Coleshill,  such  sum  having  been  first  ascertained  by  apportioning 
such  expenses  among  the  two  places,  in  proportion  to  toe  value  of 
the  property  in  such  several  places  as  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
was  the  sum  of  24Z.  Ids,  Id. ;  and  that  the  Burial  Board  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  payment  according  to  law  of  that  sum  of  24Z.  155. 
Id.  by  a  certain  certificate  or  order  under  the  hands  of  such  number 
of  the  Burial  Board  as  were  authorized  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the 
Board,  bearing  date  the  18th  of  October,  1859,  and  addressed  to  the 
defendants,  did  direct  them  to  pay  the  sum  of  24Z.  15^.  Id.  out  of  the 
rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  hamlet  of  CJoleshill ;  which  order 
or  certificate  was  afterwards  served,  and  that  afterwards,  on  divers 
days  and  times,  and  particularly  on  the  30th  November,  1859,  they 
were  required  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  Burial  Board  to  obey  the 
certificate  or  order ;  yet  that  they  not  regarding  their  duty  as  such 
overseers  in  that  behalf  did  absolutely  neglect  and  refuse  to  obey  the 
said  certificate  or  order,  to  the  great  damage  and  grievance  of  the 
parish  of  Amersham,  and  in  contempt  of  the  said  certificate  or  order: 
commanded  the  defendants  to  obey  the  said  certificate  or  order  of  the 
Burial  Board  for  the  parish  of  Amersham,  and  pay  out  of  the  rates 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  said  hamlet,  as  directed  by  the  said 
certificate  or  order,  the  said  sum  of  241 15^.  Id.,  and  if  necessary  levy 
the  same  *by  rate  on  the  said  hamlet,  and  do  all  things  neces- 


*828] 


sary  in  that  behalf,  &c. 


The  return  stated,  that  the  hamlet  of  Coleshill  was  not  part  of  the 
parish  of  Amersham  in  the  writ  mentioned  as  therein  suggested,  but, 
on  the  contrary  thereof,  the  hamlet  of  Coleshill  was  a  parish  wholly 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  parish  of  Amersham,  having  separate 
overseers  of  the  poor,  and  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor,  and  also 
having  its  own  vestry  wholly  separate  and  distinct  from  the  vestry  of  the 
parish  of  Amersham ;  that  the  tWo  places,  to  wit  the  parish  of  Amer- 
sham and  the  parish  or  hamlet  of  Coleshill,  had  not  a  church  or  burial 
ground  for  their  joint  use,  nor  had  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  several 
parishes  or  places  ever  been  accustomed  to  meet  in  one  vestry,  as  in 
the  writ  suggested ;  that  no  vestry  or  meeting  in  the  nature  of  a  vestry 
of  the  several  parishes  or  places  ever  did  appoint  such  Burial  Board 
as  in  the  writ  suggested,  but  that,  on  the  contrary  thereof,  the  vestry 
or  meeting  in  the  nature  of  a  vestry,  at  which  the  supposed  Burial 
Board  was  appointed  as  in  the  writ  mentioned,  was  a  meeting  of  the 
vestry  of  the  parish  of  Amersham  only,  and  the  Burial  Board  so  ap- 
pointed at  the  said  meeting,  as  in  the  writ  mentioned,  was  appointed 
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bj  tbe  vestry  of  the  parish  of  Amersham  only,  without  the  sanction, 
ooDsent  or  concurrenoe  of  the  vestry,  or  any  meeting  in  the  nature  of 
a  vestry,  of  tbe  parish  or  bamlet  of  Coleshill ;  and  that  no  vestry  or 
meeting  in  the  nature  of  a  vestry  of  the  parish  or  bamlet  of  Coleshill 
ever  sanctioned,  consented  to  or  concurred  in  the  said  appointment; 
that  althougb  the  Burial  Board  did  as  in  the  writ  suggested,  charge 
the  future  poor  rates  of  the  parish  of  Amersham  with  tbe  payment  of 
the  money  and  interest  *in  the  writ  mentioned,  the  Burial  Board  r«Qog 
never  did  in  fact  charge  the  future  poor  rates  of  the  bamlet  of  ^ 
Coleshill  with  tbe  payment  of  the  said  money  and  interest,  &c. 

Issue  having  been  taken  on  the  return,  the  cause  went  to  trial; 
when  a  verdict  was  taken  for  the  prosecutors,  subject  to  tbe  following 
special  case,  which  was  stated  by  an  arbitrator,  in  pursuance  of  an 
order  of  nisi  prius. 

Amersham,  otherwise  Agmondesbam  (wbicb  is  for  the  purposes  of 
this  case,  and  for  those  purposes  only,  called  Amersham  proper),  is  in 
the  county  of  Buckingham,  and  adjoins  Coleshill,  which  is  in  tbe 
county  of  Hertford.  One  church,  which  is  in  Amersham  proper,  is 
used  for  marriages,  baptisms,  and  public  worship  by  tbe  inhabitants 
of  both  places;  and  some  inhabitants  of  Coleshill  have  specific  pews 
allotted  to  them  in  it.  The  rector  of  Amersham  reoetves  as  such 
rector  tbe  tithes  of  Coleshill ;  and  tbe  presentations  to  such  rectory 
describe  it  as  "  the  rectory  of  Agmondesbam,  in  tbe  county  of  Bucks." 
There  are  three  dissenters'  chapels  in  Amersham  proper,  but  no  place 
of  public  worship  in  Coleshill.  Adjoining  the  church  is  a  church- 
yard, in  wbicb  tbe  bodies  of  persons  dying  in  either  of  the  places  at 
all  times  before  the  1st  January,  1860,  were  buried  as  of  right;  and 
the  churchyard  during  all  that  time,  up  to  tbe  time  of  its  being  closed, 
was  a  burial  ground  for  tbe  joint  use  of  the  two  places.  There  were 
also  burial  places  in  connection  with  two  of  the  chapels. 

The  registrations  of  baptisms,  marriages  and  burials,  have  alwavs 
heretofore  been  made  in  register  bo<^  common  to  both  places.  The 
rq^ister  book  of  burials  between  tbe  years  1678  and  1726  is  headed, 
'*The  names  of  all, such  persons  as  were  buried  in  the  parish  church 
of  Agmondesbam,  in  tbe  county  of  Bucks."  For  tbe  ^period  r»oQQ 
between  1726  and  1812  tbe  baptisms,  marriages  and  burials  in  ^ 
the  parish  are  registered  in  one  book,  to  which  there  is  not  any  bead- 
ing; and  for  tbe  period  between  1813  and  the  30th  May,  1868,  there 
are  registered  in  separate  books,  each  of  which  is  headed  respectively 
"Burials,"  "Baptisms"  and  "Marriages"  '*  in  th^  parish  of  Amersham, 

in  the  county  of  Bucks,  in  tbe  year ."  .phurcb  rates  bavd  been 

made  for  tbe  repairs  of  tbe  church,  and  tho^eburch  is,  from  1668  to 
1815,  styled  in  these  **the  parish  church  of  Jkmersbam,  in  tbe  county 
of  Buckingham ;"  and,  from  1815  to  1852,  "tbe  parish  church  of 
Amersham,  in  the  counties  of  Buckingham  and  Hertford."  These 
rates  have  always  been  made  on  and  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  each 
x>f  the  places.  There  is  no  church  rate  extant  earlier  than  1658,  and 
since  1852  none  has  been  made.  One  of  such  church  rates  made  in 
1686  is  signed  by  thirteen  ratepayers,  one  of  whom  was  rated  in 
Coleshill  and  not  in  Amersham  proper.  These  rates  were  made  at 
vestry  meetings  held  in  tbe  vestry  of  the  church.    Notices  relating  to 
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the  meetings  were  posted  on  the  church  and  on  the  chapels  before 
named,  but  not  in  any  other  place.  Besident  ratepayers  of  Colesbill 
attended  these  meetings,  some  of  whom  were  and  some  were  not  also 
rated  in  Amersham  proper.  In  one  instance  the  churchwarden  who 
made  the  rate  was  a  ratepayer  in  Coleshill  as  well  as  in  Amersham 
proper,  but  no  one  actually  residing  in  Coleshill  has  been  church- 
warden. Amersham  proper  contains  about  3000,  and  Coleshill  about 
6000  inhabitants.  And  the  rateable  value  of  property  as  rated  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor  " 


In  Amersham  proper  £8965  14     8 
In  Coleshill  .  1758    6     9 

*8^11  ^Acb  ^^  ^^^  places  has,  since  1658,  separately  ^maintained 
J  its  own  poor.  At  the  present  time  each  appoints  its  own  over- 
seers, surveyors  of  highways,  assessors  of  taxes  and  constables,  and 
makes  out  its  own  jury  list  and  list  of  voters.  Amersham  proper 
separately  returns  two,  and  Coleshill  one,  member  to  the  board  of 
guardians. 

There  are  in  existence  eight  certificates,  ranging  from  1704  to  1755, 
signed  by  the  overseers  of  Coleshill,  acknowledging  paupers  who  re- 
sided in  Amersham  to  be  settled  in  Coleshill,  and  in  these  Coleshill 
is  described  as  being  in  the  parish  of  Amersham;  and  there  is  one 
of  the  dates,  1789,  signed  by  the  overseers  of  Amersham,  in  which 
Coleshill  is  called  "the  hamlet  of  Coleshill  in  the  county  of  Hertford." 
As  to  the  period  preceding  1658,  there  is  a  document  produced  froin 
a  chest  called  *'the  rectory  chest,"  which  chest  is  kept  in  the  custody 
of  the  rector,  which  document  is  endorsed  "  the  accounts  of  the  receipts 
and  distribution  of  the  money  collected  for  the  poor  of  Agraondesham 
in  the  year  1613,"  and  names  one  set  only  of  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers. This  has  a  heading  "  Coleshill,"  under  which  are  entered  the 
contributors  in  Coleshill;  and  also  a  heading  "  Weedon  Hill  and 
Chesham  Boyes,"  under  which  are  entered  six  contributors.  Wee^lon 
Hill  is  in  Amersham  proper,  but  Chesham  Boyes  is  and  alwuys  was 
a  separate  parish,  with  its  own  church ';  but  it  is  bounded  on  the  south 
and  west  by  Weedon  Hill  and  another  of  the  divisions  of  Amersham 
proper.  The  defendants  submit  that  this  document,  by  reason  of  its 
custody,  is  not  evidence  against  them. 

There  are  orders  of  removal,  ranging  from  1766  to  1828.  from  each 
of  these  places  to  the  other;  and  in  these  Coleshill  is  described  as  the 
*M9,^  hamlet  of  Coleshill,  in  *the  county  of  Hertford.  In  one  order 
-'  of  maintenance  in  bastardy,  signed  by  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Drake,  the 
late  rector  of  Amersham,  Coleshill  is  called  the  parish  of  Colesbill, 
but  in  this  order  "Coleshill"  has  been  inserted  in  a  printed  form,  in 
<which  the  word  "parish"  is  printed. 

Meetings  for  the  transaction  of  the  above  named  separate  business 
fhave  been  held  separately  in  each  of  the  places:  the  meetings  for 
Amersham  proper  in  the  vestry,  and  after  notice  posted  as  above 
stated  for  vestry  meetings  at  which  church  rates  were  made:  the 
meetings  for  Coleshill  in  an  inn  in  Coleshill.  These  meetings  have 
been  called  by  the  overseers  of  Coleshill ;  and  notices  relating  thereto 
.have  been  posted  on  the  door  of  the  inn,  and  also  on  the  church  and 
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chapels.     Ratepayers  of  Coleshill  resident  in  Amersbam  attended  and 
Toted  at  these  nieetings  for  Coleshill. 

In  the  following  instances  business  which  related  exclusively  to 
Amersbam  proper  was  transacted  at  vestry  meetings,  at  which  busi- 
Dess  relating  to  both  places  was  also  transacted,  that  is  to  say — 
1839.  April  4th. 
..    JLst  Churchwardens  ehosen. 
2d.  A  poor  rate  made. 

3d.  Church  rate  proposed  and  the  question  adJQoroed. 
1839.  April  19th. 

1st.  Churchwardens'  accounts  passed. 
2d.  Church  rates  made. 
8d.  Highway  rate  made. 

4th.  10/.  voted  for  making  out  the  poor  and  police  rates. 
6th.  List  of  persons  excused  from  poor  rates  revised  and  re- 
newed. 

*6th.  Ordered  that  the  churchwardens  get  the  churcb  pooo 
and  market  clocks  repaired.  ^ 

1841.  Dec.  4th, 

1st.  Church  rate  made. 
2d.  An  overseer  chosen. 
1843.  May  13tb. 

1st.  Accounts  of  churchwardens  allowed. 
2d.  Church  rate  made. 
3d.  Highway  rate  made. 
At  this  last  meeting  a  resident  ratepayer  of  Coleshill,  not  rated  in 
Amersbam  proper,  was  present  and  signed  the  allowance  of  church- 
wardens' accounts,  but  the  vestry  minute  book  is  signed  by  the  chair- 
man only.     This  same  resident  ratepayer  of  Coleshill  also  signed  the 
allowance  of  churchwardens'  accounts,  made  at  a  meeting  neld  the 
10th  of  May,  1845,  at  which  business  relating  to  the  church  only  was 
transacted. 

1845.  July  16th. 

Ist.  Church  rate  made. 
2d.  An  overseer  chosen. 

1846.  5th  December. 
1st.  Poor  rate  made. 

2d.  Resolution  that  where  the  rateable  value  under  51.  be 

rated  to  pooP)  church  and  highways,  but  that  the  collector  apply 

for  payment  to  the  owners. 

The  precepts  of  the  high  constable  requiring  the  payment  of  the 

general  county  rate  for  Coleshill  are  headed  '*  county  of  Hertford," 

and  in  some  of  these  Coleshill  is  called  "  the  parish  of  Coleshill." 

Among  the  records  deposited  in  the  Public  Record  OflSce,  London, 
to  wit.  Land  Tax  Book,  1693,  it  is  thus  contained : 

*'*  Extracts."  r*gg^ 

''An  account  of  the  duplicates  brought  into  their  Majesties  *- 
Remembrancer's  office,  for  the  first  ayd  of  45.  in  the  ppund,  how  much 
every  duplicate  amounts  unto,  and  the  name  of  every  division,  hun- 
dred and  place  in  every  county  within  England  and  Wales,  Being 
for  the  yeare 
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1698 
Ailbuc,  Com  Backs. 


Hnndredfl,  Ao. 
Townee 

or 
Parifhea. 

The  YoMO 
RoaL 

TheTaar* 
Penonml. 

The  Hundred  of 
Burnham.    Ches 

ham  Division. 

Amersbam,     ) 
Towne  and      > 
Woodrow       J 

284,10,00 

28,01,06 

Burnham  Divis 

ion. 

Beoonsficld. 

832,08,00 

/ 

Ad 

huo      Com      Her 

tford. 

Dacorum  Hundred 

ColtshiU 

186,04,00 

By  an  order  of  the  Queen  in  council,  dated  21st  July,  1865,  it  was 
ordered  that  burials  should  be  discontinued  from  and  after  the  let 
August,  1855,  in  certain  burial  grounds  and  places  for  burial  in  the 
said  parish  of  Amersham,  that  is  to  say :  in  the  portion  of  the  parish 
^8851  c^^^^hy^^^  lying  on  the  south  of  the  ^church  as  far  as  the  foot- 
-'  path  on  the  east  side;  also  in  the  old  part  of  the  old  meeting- 
bouse  burial  ground  adjoining  the  day  school,  also  in  the  upper  meet* 
ing-house  ana  in  the  burial  ground  attached  to  the  same ;  aad  from 
and  after  the  1st  January,  1860,  wholly  in  the  parish  churchyard,  in 
the  vault  beneath  the  chapel  attached  to  the  church,  and  in  the  cata- 
combs in  the  building  adjoining  the  church.  The  old  meeting-house 
and  upper  meeting-house  are  two  of  the  three  dissenters'  chapels  be- 
fore named. 

By  a  further  order  of  the  Queen  in  council,  dated  the  18th  August, 
1855,  it  was  ordered  that  an  exemption  be  made  from  the  said  first- 
mentioned  order  in  favour  of  the  catacombs  in  the  buildings  adjoining 
the  church  of  Amersham,  of  the  vault  beneath  the  chapel  attached  to 
the  church,  and  of  all  the  family  brick-graves  and  vaults  in  the  church- 
yard :  provided  that  in  the  catacombs  leaden  coffins  be  used  as  here- 
tofore, and  that  the  vaults  and  graves,  when  required,  be  opened 
without  disturbing  ground  that  has  been  already  buried  in;  ana  that 
in  the  catacombs,  as  well  as  in  the  vaults  and  graves,  each  coffin  be 
imbedded  in  a  layer  of  powdered  charcoal  not  less  than  four  inches  in 
thickness,  and  be  covered  over  with  brickwork  properly  cemented. 

After  the  passing  of  the  Act  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  81,  to  amend  the 
Burial  Acts,  that  is  to  say,  on  or  about  the  26th  September,  1857, 
the  following  requisition  in  writing,  of  more  than  ten  of  the  ratepayers 
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(no  one  of  whom  was  an  actual  resident  in  Colesbill),  was  delivered 
to  the  then  ''charch  wardens  of  the  parish  of  Amersham,  in  the  counties 
of  Buckingham  and  Hertford." 

"  We,  the  undersigned  rated  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Amersham, 
in  the  counties  of  Buckingham  and  *Hertford,  do  hereby  re-  r^gog 
quest  you  the  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  to  convene  a  *- 
general  vestry  meeting  of  thfe  ratepayers  of  the  said  parish  for  the 
special  purpose  of  determining  whether  a  burial  ground  shall  be  pro- 
vided (under  the  provisions  of  the  several  Acts  of  Parliament  made 
and  passed  to  amend  the  laws  concerning  the  burial  of  the  dead  in 
England  beyond  the  limits  of  the  metropolis,  and  to  amend  the  Acts 
concerning  the  burial  of  the  dead  in  the  metropolis,  and  to  make 
further  provision  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  in  England  beyond  the 
metropolis),  for  the  said  parish  of  Amersham.  Dated  the  22d  Sep- 
tember, 1857." 

(Here  followed  several  names.) 

In  pursuance  of  this  requisition  the  following  notice  was  drawn  up 
and  signed  by  the  churchwardens  of  Amersham. 

''Parish  of  Amersham, 
"  Bucks. 
''Notice  is  hereby  given  that,  in  pursuance  of  a  requisition  in 
writing,  dated  the  22d  September  inst.,  signed  by  more  than  ten  of 
the  ratepayers  of  this  parish,  and  directed  to  us  the  undersigned  as 
churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Amersham,  in  the  counties  of  Back> 
ingham  and  Hertford,  a  general  vestry  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  of 
the  said  parish  will  be  holden  at  the  vestry  room  of  the  church  of  the 
said  parish,  on  Friday,  the  9th  October  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  a  burial  ground  shall 
be  provided  for  the  said  parish  of  Amersham  under  the  provisions  of 
the  several  Acts  of  Parliament  made  and  passed  to  amend  the  laws 
concerning  the  burial  of  the  dead  in  England  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
metropolis,  and  to  amend  the  Acts  concerning  the  burial  of  the  dead 
in  the  ^metropolis,  and  to  make  further  provision  for  the  burial  r«oQ7 
of  the  dead  in  England  beyond  the  metropolis.  '- 

.    "Dated  the  26th  September,  1857. 

This  notice  was  posted  upon  the  principal  doors  of  the  parish 
church  of  Amersham,  and  upon  the  principal  door  of  each  of  the  three 
dissenting  chapels  in  Amersham,  prior  to  the  commencement  of  divine 
service  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  27th  September,  1857,  being 
more  than  seven  days  before  the  day  appointed  for  holding  such  meet- 
ing.   This  notice  was  not  posted  in  any  other  place. 

On  the  9th  October,  1857,  a  vestry  meeting  was  held  in  pursuance 
of  the  notice  of  the  26th  September,  1857,  at  which  meeting  several 
non-resident  ratepayers  of  Ooleshill,  but  all  of  whom  were  resident 
ratepayers  of  Amersham  proper,  were  present,  and  took  part  in  the 
proceedings.     And  it  was  resolved : — 

First.  "  That  a  burial  ground  should  be  provided  for  the  parish  of 
Amersham,  in  the  counties  of  Buckingham  and  Hertford,  under  the 
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provisions  of  the  several  Acts  of  Parliament  now  in  force  relating  to 
the  burial  of  the  dead  beyond  the  metropolis." 

'*  Secondly.  That  the  meeting  should  stand  adjourned  to  the  23d 
October  inst.,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  the  purpose  of  ap- 
pointing a  Burial  Board  for  the  parish  of  Amersham,  in  the  counties 
of  Bucks  and  Herts,  and  that  notice  of  such  adjourned  meeting  and 
the  purpose  thereof  should  be  given  by  the  church  wardens  in  the 
usual  manner." 

On  the  10th  October,  1867,  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the 
♦8381  ^®^^^y  meeting  of  9th  October,  ^signed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
■'  meeting,  was  forwarded  to  Sir  George  Grey,  Bart.,  one  of  her 
Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  for  his  approval ;  and  for  bis 
approval  of  a  Burial  Board  being  provided  for  the  parish  of  Amer- 
sham  under  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  81,  s.  9 ;  and  requesting  such  approval 
by  the  23d  October,  the  day  to  which  the  vestry  stood  adjounied. 

On  the  17th  October,  1857,  a  letter  was  received  from  Sir  G.  Grey, 
addressed  to  the  vestry  clerk  of  Amersham,  requesting  to. know 
whether  there  was  any  objection  to  the  proposed  arrangement  on  the 
part  of  the  hamlet  of  Coleshill. 

On  the  19ih  October,  1857,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Coleshill,  pur- 
suant to  the  following  notice,  the  date  of  which  was  admitted  to  be 
10th  October. 

'*  The  hamlet  of  Coleshill,  in  the  county  of  Hertford. 

"  We  hereby  convene  a  meeting  of  the  vestry  of  this  hamlet,  to  be 
held  at  the  Fleur-de-lis,  Coleshill,  within  the  said  hamlet,  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  <rf  Monday,  the  19th  October  inst.,  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  whether  a  burial  ground  shall  be  provided 
for  the  said  hamlet,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament 
of  the  16  k  ,16  Vict.  c.  85,  the  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  184.  And  if  it  be 
resolved  by  the  vestry  that  such  burial  ground  shall  be  provided,  to 
appoint  not  less  than  three  or  more  than  nine  persons,  being  rate- 
payers of  the  hamlet,  to  be  the  Burial  Board  of  such  hamlet. 

^*Georob  Grovb.  /  ^ver^^^ 

This  meeting  was  attended  in  nearly  equal  numbers  by  inhabitants 
of  Coleshill  and  by  inhabitants  of  Amersnam  proper,  who  were  rate- 
payers of  but  not  resident  in  Coleshill.  At  this  meeting  the  Bev. 
*8391  ^^^^  Tyrwhitt  Drake,  ♦the  rector  of  Amersham,  claimed  to 
^  preside,  and,  although  an  objection  was  taken,  he  did  so  pre- 
side. At  that  meeting  Mr.  James  Christmas,  an  inhabitant  ratepayer 
of  Coleshill,  proposed  "  That  a  burial  ground  be  provided  for  the 
hamlet  of  Coleshill."  An  objection  was  then  taken  to  any  ratepayer 
who  was  not  resident  in  Coleshill  taking  part  in  proceedings  for  the 
formation  of  a  Burial  Board  for  Coleshill.  And  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  Christmas  was  not  seconded. 

It  was  then  proposed  by  Mr.  Goddard,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Arthur 
Butcher,  "  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  provide  a  separate  ground  for  the 
hamlet  of  Coleshill,  but  that  a  burial  ground  be  provided  for  that 
portion  of  the  hamlet  of  Coleshill,  which  is  in  the  parish  of  Amer« 
sham,  in  the  county  of  Herts,  jointly  with  that  portion  of  the  parish 
of  Amersham  which  is  in  the  county  of  Bucks." 
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For  the  last  proposition   .        .        •        .12 
Against 10 

Majority  in  favour  of     •        •        .2 

Neither  the  proposer  nor  seconder  of  this  resolution  was  an  inhab-^ 
itant  of*  Goleshill,  but  they  were  inhabitant  ratepayers  of  Aoiersham 
proper,  and  also  ratepayers  of  GoleshilL  Ten  of  the  twelve  persons 
of  whom  the  majority  was  composed  were  not  inhabitants,  although 
they  were  ratepayers,  of  the  hamlet  of  Ooleshill. 

It  was  then  proposed  by  Mr.  Charsley,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  James 
Stratford  (neither  of  whom  was  an  inhabitant  of  Coleshill),  *'  That  the 
meeting  be  adjourned  to  the  vestry  room  of  the  parish  church  of 
Aroersham  on  Friday  next,  the  23d  inst.,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a  Burial  Board  for  that  portion 
of  the  hamlet  of  Ooleshill  in  the  parish  of  *Amersham,  in  the  c^qaq 
county  of  Hertford,  jointly  with  that  portion  of  the  parish  of  •■ 
Amersham  in  the  county  of  Bucks." 

An  amendment  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Christmas,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  T.  Butcher,  who  were  both  inhabitants  and  ratepayers  of  Coles- 
bill,  '^  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  this  day  fortnight,  Nov.  2d, 
at  four  o'clock,  in  the  Coleshill  school." 

For  the  amendment 10 

Against  it IS 

Majority  against  the  amendment     •        •        •  8 

For  tbe  original  motion 13 

Against  it 10 

Majority  in  favour  of  the  original  motion        .  3 

Ten  of  the  thirteen  persons  of  whom  the  said  majorities  respectively 
consisted  were  not  inhabitants,  although  they  were  ratepayers  of  the 
hamlet  of  Coleshill. 

Mr.  James  Christmas,  at  that  meeting,  on  behalf  of  the  hamlet  of 
Coleshill,  demanded  a  poll  of  the  hamlet  upon  the  proceedings. 

By  direction  of  the  chairman,  the  poll  was  then  commenced  of  those 
present  at  the  meeting,  and  he  then  adjourned  the  meeting  to  the 
"Fleur  de  Lis,"  within  the  hamlet,  on  Wednesday,  the  21st  October, 
1867,  at  ten  o'clock,  at  which  time  and  place  he  directed  that  the 
polling  was  to  be  resumed,  and  finally  concluded  at  two  o'clock  on 
that  day. 

The  minutes  of  this  vestry  were  signed  by  the  chairman  alone,  such 
of  the  ratepayers  as  were  inhabitants  refusing  to  sign,  them,  alleging 
that  the  proceedings  were  *illegal.     The  vestry  minute  book  r^o^i 
of  Coleshill  has  usually  been  signed  by  the  persons  present  at  '- 
each  vestry. 

The  following  notice  was  then  drawn  up  and  signed  by  Mr. 
Christmas : — 

'*To  the  overseers  of  the  hamlet  of  Coleshill,  in  the  county  of  Hert- 
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fort,  and  The  Rev.  John  Tyrwhitt  Drake,  the  chairman  of  the  vestry 
meeting  held  in  and  for  the  said  hamlet  on  the  19th  October,  1857. 

''I  hereby  give  you  notice  that  I  abandon  the  demand  of  a  poll 
made  by  me  at  the  said  vestry  meeting  holden  in  and  for  the  said 
hamlet  of  Coleshill  on  the  19th  October  instant,  and  that  I  do  so  on 
the  following  grounds: 

^*  First.  That  the  resolution  proposed  and  seconded  at  the  said  ves- 
try,  and  upon  which  I  demanded  a  poll,  was  not  a  resolution  that 
could  be  legally  put  and  carried  at  such  vestry  under  the  notice  in 
pursuance  of  which  such  vestry  was  holden. 

''Second.  That  the  owners  of  property  within  the  said  hamlet,  not 
being  the  occupiers  thereof,  who  voted  at  such  vestry  upon  the  said 
resolution,  were  not  duly  or  legally  qualified  to  do  so,  inasmuch  as 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  13  &  14  Vict,  a  99, 
whereby  the  vestry  of  any  parish  may,  from  time  to  time,  declare 
that  the  owners  of  certain  tenements  within  the  parish  shall  be  as- 
sessed to  the  rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  respect  of  such  tene- 
ments  instead  of  the  occupiers  thereof,  bad  not,  previously  to  such 
owners  being  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  said  hamlet^  been 
complied  with. 

"Third.   That,  inasmuch  as  the  said  vestry  meeting  stands  ad- 
journed generally  until  Friday  next,  the  23d  October  instant,  it  is  not 
*8421  ^*^f"l  ^'^^  ^  P^'^  '^f  ^^  hamlet  *to  be  taken  upon  any  resolu- 
J   tion  or  subject  proposed  at  such,  vestry  until  the  proceedings 
of  such  vestry  shall  be  finally  closed. 

"  Fourth.  That  the  poll  having  been  commenced  on  Monday,  the 
19th  October  instant,  and  the  further  taking  thereof  adjourned  until 
Wednesday,  the  21st  October  instant,  is  illegal  and  bad  for  want  of 
continuance  in  such  polling." 

This  notice  was  served,  on  the  20th  October,  1857,  upon  the  Bev. 
John  Tyrwhitt  Drake,  who  acted  as  chairman  of  the  said  meeting,  and 
also  on  Mr.  George  Grove,  the  surviving  overseer  of  Coleshill,  Mr. 
Christopher  Grove,  the  other  overseer,  having  died,  and  no  further 
proceedings  were  taken  as  to  such  poll. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  1857,  a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy,  was  forwarded  to  Sir  George  Grey. 

"  Amersham,  Oct.  19th,  1857. 
*'  Burial  Acts. 

"  Sir  *'  Amersham  and  Coleshill. 

*'  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  I  have  the  honour 
to  inform  you  that  a  meeting  in  vestry  of  the  rateoayers  of  the  ham- 
let of  Coleshill,  in  the  parish  of  Amersham,  was  held  this  day,  pursuant 
to  notice  given,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  15&  16 
Vict.  c.  85,  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  134,  and  18  &  19  Vict.  c.  128,  at  which 
meeting  resolutions  were  passed,  a  copy  of  which,  extracted  from  the 
minutes  and  signed  by  the  chairman,  I  herewith  forward,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  notice  calling  the  meeting.  As  the  vestry  meeting 
for  the  parish  stands  adjourned  to  the  23d  instant  for  the  election  of  a 
Burial  Board,  I  am  directed  now  to  request  your  approval,  as  one  of 
♦8431  ^®^  Majesty's  ♦Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  to  the  appoint- 
^  mentof  a  Burial  Board  for  the  whole  parish  of  Amersham,  in 
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eluding  CSoleshill,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  two 
vestries,  and  to  request  the  favour  of  that  approval  by  the  23d  instant. 

*  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &c.    , 
"  Fbbdk.  Charsley, 
"  Vestry  Clerk." 

The  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ordering  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  said  vestry  clerk  is  addressed  to  "The  Churchwardens 
and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Parish  of  Amersham,  in  the  County 
of  Buckingham." 

The  vestry  clerk  has  not  acted  in  any  matter  relating  exclusively 
«o  Cole^ill;  and  his  salary  is  paid  exclusively  from  the  rates  of 
Amersham  proper. 

In  the  letter  was  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  therein  men- 
tioned. 

On  the  24th  October,  1857,  the  vestry  clerk  of  Amersham  received 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"  Sir,  "  Whitehall,  28d  Oct.,  1857. 

'*  I  am  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  Geo.  Grey,  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tions passed  at  a  meeting  of  a  vestry  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  hamlet 
of  Coleshill  on  that  day,  in  reference  to  providing  a  burial  ground 
and  appointing  a  Burial  Board  for  the  said  hamlet,  in  conjunction  with 
the  parish  of  Amersham.  And  I  hereby  signify  to  you  Sir  Geo. 
Grey's  approval,  as  required  by  the  9th  section  of  the  20  k  21  Vict. 
c.  81,  of  the  appointment  of  a  Burial  Board  for  that  portion  of  the 
hamlet  of  Coleshill,  in  the  parish  of  Amersham,  in  the  county  of 
♦Hertford,  jointly  with  that  portion  of  the  parish  of  Amer-  r^oAA 
sham,  in  the  county  of  Bucks.  ''  I  am,  Sir,  ^ 

"  Your  obedt.  Servt., 

'*H.  Waddingtox." 

In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  made  at  the  vestry  or  public  meeting 
held  on  the  9th  October,  1857,  an  adjourned  meeting  was  held  on  the 
23d  October,  of  the  holding  of  which  the  following  notice  was  given. 

"  Parish  of  Amersham,  in  the  counties  of  Bucks  and  Herts. 

"Notice  is  hereby  ^iven  that  a  general  vestry  meeting  of  the  rate- 
payers of  the  said  parish  will  be  holden  by  adjournment  from  the  9th 
October  inst.,  at  the  vestry  room  of  the  church  of  the  said  parish,  on 
Friday,  the  28d  October  inst.,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  the 
purpose  of  appointing  not  less  than  three,  or  more  than  nine,  persons, 
being  ratepayers  of  the  said  parish,  to  be  the  Burial  Board  of  such 
parish,  under  the  provisions  of  the  several  Acts  of  Parliament  of  the 
15  &  16  Vict.  c.  85, 16  &  17  Vict.  c.  184,  the  18  &  19  Vict.  c.  128, 
and  the  20  &  21  Vict  c.  81.    Dated  the  10th  October,  1857. 

At  this  meeting  some  ratepayers  of  Coleshill  were  present,  but  not 
any  one  who  was  not  also  an  inhabitant  ratepayer  of  Amersham 
proper.  The  proceedings  of  the  meeting  are  recorded  by  the  follow- 
ing minute : — 

"Amersham,  28d  Oct.  1857. 

"  At  a  vestry  or  public  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  parish  of 
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*84n  -A.mersham,  in  the  counties  of  Bucks  and  *Hert8,  held  in  the 
^^-l  vestry  room  of  the  church  of  the  same  parish,  this  day,  by 
adjournment  from  the  9th  October,  and  of  which  notice  under  the 
hands  of  the  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  had  been  given  in  the 
usual  manner.     (Here  followed  the  notice.) 

"It  was  reported  to  the  vestry  by  Mr.  Arthur  Butcher.  That  at 
a  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  of  that  portion  of  the  hamlet  of  Coleshill, 
in  the  county  of  Herts,  which  is  in  the  parish  of  Amersham,  held 
pursuant  to  notice  in  the  usual  manner  given  at  least  seven  days 

frior  to  the  19th  October  inst.,  on  which  day  the  same  was  holden : 
t  was  resolved,  '  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  provide  a  separate  ground 
for  the  Jsamlet  of  Ooleshill,  but  that  a  burial  ground  be  provided  for 
that  portion  of  the  hamlet  of  Ooleshill  which  is  in  the  parish  of 
Amersham,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  jointly  with  that  portion  of 
the  parish  of  Amersham  which  is  in  the  county  of  Bucks.'  And  that 
it  was  also  resolved,  '  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  the  vestry 
room  of  the  parish  churph  of  Amersham,  on  Friday  next,  the  28d 
inst.,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a 
Burial  Board  for  .that  portion  of  the  hamlet  of  Ooleshill,  in  the  parish 
of  Amersham,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  jointly  with  that  portion  of 
the  parish  of  Amersham,  in  the  county  of  Bucks.' 

"Moved  by  Mr.  Goddard.  seconded  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Morten,  'That 
the  Burial  Board  consist  of  nine  members.'  And  certain  persons 
having  been  nominated,  and  some  of  the  same  having  been  declared, 
on  a  show  of  hands  then  and  there  in  fact  taken,  to  have  been  elected, 
a  poll  was  demanded  and  granted,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  said 
meeting  should  be  adjourned  to  The  Orown  Inn,  in  Amersham,  on 
*8461  ^^^  ^^^^  October  aforesaid,  at  10  o'clock  *in  the  forenoon,  for 
^  the  purpose  of  taking  such  poll ;  and  that  such  poll  should  be 
then  commenced  and  continued  until  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day,  when  the  same  should  be  adjourned  to  the  29th  October 
aforesaid,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  continued  open  until  4 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  when  such  poll  should 
finally  close,  and  stand  further  adjourned  to  Saturday,  the  31st 
October  aforesaid,  for  the  declaration  of  such  poll  in  the  said  vestry 
room." 

No  formal  notice  was  given  to  the  overseers  of  Ooleshill  to  attend 
the  poll  with  their  book ;  but  the  rate  books  of  Ooleshill  were  pro- 
duced by  a  person  who  had  been  employed  by  Mr.  0.  Grove,  one  of 
the  overseers  of  Ooleshill,  to  collect  the  rates  for  him,  and  who  had 
the  said  rate  books  for  that  and  not  for  any  other  purpose.  Before 
the  poll  was  taken,  Mr.  0.  Grove  had  died,  and  the  said  books  were 
produced  at  the  said  poll  without  any  express  authority  from  the 
surviving  overseer. 

The  aggregate  amount  at  which  those  of  the  ratepayers  of  Ooles- 
hill who  polled  was  assessed  was  between  one-third  and  one-half  of 
the  entire  assessment  of  Ooleshill ;  and  among  those  who  polled  were 
two  resident  ratepayers  of  Ooleshill,  and  two  others  who  were  actually 
residing  in  Ooleshill,  but  not  then  rated,  claimed  to  be  rated,  and 
were  so  rated  and  polled.  Among  them  was  one  of  the  defendants, 
who  had  taken  a  farm  at  Ooleshill  from  the  29th  September  preced- 
ing, and  who  first  went  into  personal  residence  thereon  on  the  day 
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on  which  he  polled.  All  the  votes  given  by  these  were  given  to 
candidates  who  were  elected.  The  other  ratepayers  of  Coleshill  who 
polled  did  not  reside  therein. 

The  adjourned  meeting  was  also  accordingly  held  on  the  Slst 
October  aforesaid,  when,  in  the  vestry  room  at  *Amer8ham,  the  r^o^ir 
Bev.  John  T.  Drake,  the  rector  and  chairman  of  the  meeting,  '- 
reported,  as  the  fact  was,  that  the  majority  of  votes  at  the  said  poll 
was  in  favour  of  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Drake,  T.  T.  Drake,  Esq.,  and  seven 
others,  and  he  thereupon  declared  these  persons  to  be  duly  elected 
the  Burial  Board  for  that  portion  of  the  parish  of  Amersham,  in  the 
county  of  Bucks,  jointly  with  that  portion  of  the  hamlet  of  Coleshill, 
in  the  county  of  Herts,  which  is  in  the  parish  of  Amersham.  The 
Dine  members,  so  as  aforesaid  elected  on  tbe  said  Burial  Board,  were 
all  resident  ratepayers  of  the  parish  of  Amersham  proper ;  and  four 
of  them  were  ratepayers  of,  but  not  residents  in  Coleshill,  and  they 
still  are  members  of  the  said  Board  with  the  exception  of  one  who 
has  since  died. 

The  seal  of  this  Board  has  the  following  inscription : — 

"  The  Burial  Board  for  the  parish  of  Amersham  in  the  counties  of 
Buckingham  and  Hertford." 

The  first  meeting  of  this  Burial  Board  was  held  on  the  6th  Novem- 
ber, 1857,  when  it  was  resolved,  amongst  other  things,  that  two 
separate  and  distinct  burial  grounds  should  be  provided,  to  be  used 
as  consecrated  and  unconsecrated  burial  grounds,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  also  that  a  piece  of  ground, 
about  one  acre  and  a  half  in  quantity,  forming  a  portion  of  the  lower 
end  of  Tenter  Field,  part  of  the  glebe  land  of  the  parish,  should  be 
provided  as  a  consecrated  ground ;  and  that  a  piece  of  ground,  of 
about  three  quarters  of  an  acre,  and  part  of  Arbour  Field  and  the 
adjoining  meadow,  and  the  property  of  Thomas  Tyrwhitt  Drake,  Esq., 
should  be  provided  as  the  unconsecrated  burial  ground. 

*0n  the  24th  of  November,  1857,  Sir  G.  Grey,  being  then  r#o  4g 
one  of  her  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  signified  ^ 
his  approval  that  two  separate  and  distinct  grounds  should  be  pro- 
vided as  aforesaid. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  the  9th  June,  1858,  in  the  vestry  room 
aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of  the  following  notice;  copies  of  which  were 
posted  on  the  doors  of  the  church  and  chapels  in  the  usual  manner  :— 

"  Parish  of  Amersham,  in  the  counties  of  Bucks  and  Herts. 

"  We,  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Amersham,  in  the  coun 
ties  of  Bucks  and  Herts,  do  hereby  convene  a  meeting  of  the  vestry 
of  the  said  parish  to  be  held  at  the  vestry  room  of  the  church  of  the 
said  parish  on  Wednesday,  the  9th  June  next,  at  10  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  under  the  provisions  of  the  15  &  16  Vict.  c.  85,  16  &  17 
Vict.  c.  134,  18  k  19  Vict.  c.  128,  and  20  &  21  Vict.  c.  81,  relating  to 
the  burial  of  the  dead  in  England  beyond  the  metropolis,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  approving  the  amount  of  salary  to  be  paid  by  the  Burial 
Ik>ard  of  the  said  parish  to  the  clerk  appoint^  by  the  said  Burial 
Board.  And  also  the  amount  to  be  allowed  to  such  clerk  for  the  use 
of  an  office  for  holding  the  meetings  and*  transacting  the  business  of 
the  said  Burial  Board.  And  also  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  two 
persons  to  be  auditors  of  the  accounts  of  the  said  Burial  Board,  and 
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appoint  the  time  in  each  year  at  which  such  accounts  shall  be  audited. 
And  also  for  the  purpose  of  authorizing  the  amount  to  be  expended 
by  such  Burial  Board,  in  providing  and  laying  out  the  burial 
grounds  for  the  said  parish  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Acts. 
And  also  for  the  purpose  of  approving  the  appropriation  by  the  said 
♦8491  ^"'"^^^  Board  of  the  two  pieces  of  land  *proposed  to  be  taken 
^  by  the  said  Board  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Acts,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  consecrated  and  an  unoonsecrated  burial 
ground  for  such  parish.    Dated  the  29th  May,  1858. 

"  A.  Butcher,      )  Churchwardens  of  the  parish 
"Wm.  Wkller,   I  ofAmersham." 

At  this  meeting  it  was  resolved:  "That  this  vestry  do  authorize 
the  expenditure  by  the  Amersham  Burial  Board  of  a  sura  of  money 
not  exceeding  1600i  for  the  expenses  incurred  or  to  be  incurred  by 
such  Board  m  providing  and  laying  out  a  consecrated  and  unoonse- 
crated burial  ground  for  the  parish  of  Amersham  in  the  counties  of 
Bucks  and  Herts."  This  was  afterwards  approved  of  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury.  And  the  meeting  approved  of 
ihe  appropriation  of  two  pieces  of  land  proposed  to  be  given,  and 
which  were  afterwards  in  fact  given  by  deed  of  conveyance  to  the  said 
Burial  Board  by  Thomas  Tyrwhitt  Drake,  Esq.,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  consecrated  and  an  unoonsecrated  burial  ground,  being  the 
two  piecea  of  land  before  mentioned. 

On  the  9th  July,  1858,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  vestry  room  afore- 
said, in  pursuance  of  the  following  notice;  copies  of  which  were 
posted  on  the  church  and  chapels  aforesaid  : — 

"  Parish  of  Amersham,  in  the  counties  of  Bucks  and  Herts. 

"We,  the  undersigned,  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Amer- 
sham, in  the  counties  of  Bucks  and  Herts,  do  herebv  give  you  notice 
that  a  vestry  meeting  of  the  said  parish  will  be  held  at  the  vestry 
room  of  the  church  of  the  parish  on  Friday,  the  9th  July  inst.,  at  10 
»Q^m  ^'clock  in  the  forenoon,  under  the  provisions  *of  the  15  &  16 
^^^J  Vict.  c.  85,  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  134,  20  &  .21  Vict.  c.  81,  and  the 
several  other  Acts  now  in  force  relating  to  the  burial  of  the  dead  in 
England  beyond  the  metropolis,  for  the  purpose  of  sanctioning  the  bor- 
rowing by  the  Burial  Board  for  the  said  parish  of  the  sum  of  money 
required  for  providing  and  laying  out  the  new  burial  grounds  for  the 
said  parish,  under  the  said  Acts,  and  charging  the  future  poor  ratej 
of  the  said  parish  by  the  said  Burial  Board,  with  the  payment  of  such 
money  and  the  interest  thereon;  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  fixing 
the  time  at  which  one-third  of  the  Burial  Board  of  the  said  parish 
shall  go  out  of  office  yearly.     Dated  the  2d  July,  1858. 

*  A.  Butcher,      )  Churchwardens  of  the  parish 

*  Wm.  Weller,   )  of  Amersham." 

At  that  meeting  it  was  resolved  "That  the  meeting  sanctions  the 
borrowing  by  the  Burial  Board  of  the  parish  of  Amersham,  in  the 
counties  of  Bucks  and  Herts,  of  the  sum  of  1600t,  the  sura  of  money 
required  for  providing  and  laying  out  the  new  burial  grounds  for  the 
said  parish,  and  the  charging  the  future  poor  rates  of  the  said  parish 
by  the  said  Burial  Board  with  the  payment  of  such  money  and  the 
interest  thereon." 

The  two  meetings  last  named  were  attended  by  ratepayers  of  Amer- 
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sham  proper  and  by  ratepayers  of  Colesbill,  but  no  ratepayer  who  was 
resident  in  Coleshill  attended. 

Afterwards  the  Burial  Board,  with  the  approval  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  borrowed  the  sum  of  1600?.,  the 
same  being  then  required  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  And  by  deed, 
bearing  date  the  5th  October,  1858,  the  Board  charged  the  poor  rates 
of  the  parish  of  Amersham,  in  the  counties  of  ^Buckingham  and  r^r.^  ^ 
Hertford,  with  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  and  intere3t  thereon  ^  ^ 
at  the  rate  of  4?.  lO^.  per  cent,  per  annum.  (A  copy  of  the  deed 
formed  part  of  the  case.) 

Before  and  at  the  time  of  the  making  the  certificate  or  order  here- 
inafter mentioned,  the  sum  of  152?.  was  required  by  the  Burial  Board 
for  repaying  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the  said 
Acts :  that  is  to  say,  the  payment  of  72?.,  being  one  year's  interest  on 
the  money  so  borrowed  as  aforesaid,  and  the  sum  of  80?.,  being  a  sum 
exceeding  one-fiftieth  part  of  the  principal  sum^  so  borrowed,  whidi 
the  Burial  Board  thought  proper  to  set  aside  once  in  the  year  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  a  sinking  fund  for  paying  off  the  principal 
money  so  borrowed.  And  before  and  at  the  said  time  the  value  of 
the  property  as  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  that  part  of  the  par- 
ish of  Amersham  which  is  in  the  county  of  Buckingham  by  the  then 
last  effective  rate  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  was  8965?.  14*.  8c?.,  and  the 
value  of  the  property  as  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  the  hamlet 
of  Coleshill,  being  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Amersham  which  is  in 
the  county  of  Hertford,  was  1758?,  Qs.  9d. 

By  a  certificate  or  order  given  under  the  hands  of  three  members 
of  the  Burial  Board  made  at  a  meeting,  held  at  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  Burial  Board  at  Amersham  on  the  18th  October,  1859,  and  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Thomas  Ives  and  Mr.  Henry  George,  overseers  of  the 
hamlet  of  Coleshill,  being  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Amersham  which 
is  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  the  said  Thomas  Ives  and  Henry  George, 
then  and  still  being  the  overseers  of  the  said  hamlet,  and  the  officers 
authorized  to  make  and  levy  rates  for  the  *relief  of  the  poor  po^o 
there,  were  ordered  and  directed  to  pay  to  Messrs.  Butcher  k  ^ 
Co.,  of  Chesham,  bankers,  on  behalf  of  the  Burial  Board  of  the  parish  of 
Amersham,  in  the  counties  of  Bucks  and  Herts,  on  the  15th  November, 
1859,  the  sum  of  24?.  15«.  Id.  from  the  poor  rates  of  the  said  hamlet, 
being  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Amersham  which  is  in  the  county  of 
Hertford,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  said  Burial  Board  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  in  that  behalf  made  in  the  Acts  16  &  17  Vict.  c. 
134,  and  17  &  18  Vict.  o.  87,  and  to  take  the  receipt  of  the  said 
Messrs.  Butcher  k  Co.  endorsed  thereon  for  the  said  sum  of  24?.  15^. 
Id.,  the  same  being  the  sum  chargeable  on  the  rates  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  of  the  said  hamlet  on  the  apportioning  the  said  sum  of  152?. 
between  the  said  hamlet  and  the  said  other  part  of  the  parish  of  Amer- 
sham in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  property  in  such  places  as 
rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

The  old  churchyard  and  burial  grounds  directed  to  be  closed  by 
the  order  in  council,  were  closed  on  the  1st  January,  1860,  since 
which  day  there  have  been  fifty -two  burials  in  the  new  cemeteries : 
eleven  out  of  the  fifty-two  were  of  inhabitants  of  Coleshill,  and  the 
fees  charged  in  respect  of  those  eleven  were  the  fees  payable  by  par- 
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ishioners.  Except  these  cemeteries  and  a  part  of  the  lower  meeting- 
houses burial  ground  not  included  in  the  order  in  council,  there  is 
not  any  burial  ground  either  in  Amersham  proper  or  Coleshill. 

The  order  or  certificate  was  duly  served,  and  obedience  to  it  duly 
demanded  and  refused.  (The  writ  and  the  pleadings  are  to  be  con- 
sidered part  of  the  case.) 

*8531  *T^^  prosecutors  contend  that  all  the  proceedings  towards 
^  the  formation  of  the  Burial  Board,  and  suosequently  by  or  on 
behalf  of  the  Burial  Board,  are  valid  and  sufficient  in  the  law  to  con- 
stitute the  said  Board  the  Burial  Board  for  the  parish  of  Amersham, 
that  is  to  say,  for  the  two  places  jointly ;  and  to  impose  on  the  hamlet 
of  Coleshill  the  duty  of  contributing  towards  the  payments  of  the  said 
sum  of  1600Z.  and  interest  thereon,  and  on  the  defendants  the  duty  of 
paying  the  said  sum  of  242. 15^.  Id,,  as  by  the  said  certificate  directed, 
and  therefore  they  are  entitled  to  retain  the  verdict. 

The  defendants  contend  that  the  said  proceedings  were  not,  nor 
were  any  or  either  of  them,  valid  or  effectual  in  law  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid  or  either  of  them,  and  that  therefore  the  verdict  should  be 
set  aside,  and  a  verdict  entered  for  the  defendants. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  is,  Whether  the  prose- 
cutors are  entitled  to  retain  the  verdict. 

The  deed  of  charge  was  as  follows : — 

'•  Know  all  men  by  thbsb  presents.  Whereas  the  Burial  Board 
for  the  parish  of  Amersham  in  the  counties  of  Buckingham  and  Hert- 
ford, duly  appointed  and  authorized  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  f)owers 
and  provisions  of  the  several  Acts  15  &  16  Vict.  c.  85,  the  16  &  17 
Vict.  c.  134,  the  .18  &  19  Vict.  c.  128.  and  the  20  &  21  Vict  c.  81, 
some  or  one  of  them,  have,  with  the  sanction  of  the  vestry  of  the  said 
parish,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners  of  her  Majesty's 
Treasury,  (testified  by  the  signatures  of  two  of  the  said  Commissioners 
hereunto  affixed)  borrowed  from  the  persons  hereinafter  mentioned 
*8541  ^^^  ®^"*  *^^  1600Z.  for  and  towards  the  expense  of  providing 
^  and  laying  out  two  burial  grounds  under  the  provisions  of  the 
said  Acts  or  some  or  one  of  them,  to  be  paid  with  interest  as  herein- 
after mentioned,  and  to  be  charged  on  the  future  rates  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  to  be  assessed  and  levied  within  the  same  parish.  Now 
therefore  we,  the  said  Burial  Board  for  the  parish  of  Amersham,  in 
the  counties  of  Buckingham  and  Hertford,  in  consideration  of  the  sum 
of  16002.  paid  to  us  by  William  Betts,  of  Sandown,  near  Deal,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  Esquire,"  (here  followed  four  other  names)  ("trustees 
of  and  for  The  Star  Life  Assurance  Society  in  London,)  the  receipt 
of  which  money  we  do  hereby  acknowledge,  do  by  this  instrument, 
under  our  corporate  seal,  in  virtue  and  pursuance  of  the  powers  and 
provisions  of  the  said  Acts,  some  or  one  of  them,  charge  the  future 
rates  to  be  made  and  levied  within  that  part  of  the  said  parish  of 
Amersham  which  is  in  the  county  of  Buckingham,  and  also  the  future 
rates  to  be  made  and  levied  within  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Amer- 
sham which  is  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of 
the  same  parish  or  any  part  thereof,  with  the  payment  of  the  said 
principal  sum  of  16002.  and  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  42.  IO5.  per 
centum  per  annum  in  the  manner  and  at  the  times  following,  that  is  to 
say ;  the  said  principal  sum  to  be  repaid  by  equal  instalments  of  SOL 
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payable  annaally,  and  the  first  payment  thereof  to  be  made  at  the  ex- 
piration of  twelve  calendar  months  from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof, 
and  the  interest  on  the  said  principal  money  or  so  much  thereof  as 
shall  from  time  to  time  remain  unpaid  at  the  rate  aforesaid,  to  be  paid 
by  equal  half-yearly  payments,  the  ♦first  payment  thereof  to  be  r^occ 
inade  at  the  expiration  of  six  calendar  months  from  the  day  of  ^ 
the  date  hereof  and  ^every  such  payment  to  be  made  at  the  chief  office 
of  the  said  Star  Life  Assurance  Society  in  London  or  Westminster, 
to  or  to  the  credit  of  the  said  William  Betts,  &c.,  or  their  assigns,  or 
the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  or  the  assigns  of  the  survivors,  or 
the  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  of  the  last  survivor  of  them. 
Given  under  the  corporate  seal  of  the  said  Burial  Board,  this  5th  day 
of  October,  1858. 

"  We  hereby  approve  of  the  borrowing  of  the  above-mentioned 
sum,  and  charging  the  future  poor  rates  of  the  parish  of  Amersham, 
in  the  counties  of  Bucks  and  Herts,  with  the  payment  thereof,  with 
the  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  above  mentioned,  in  the  manner  and 
at  the  times  above  mentioned* 

"Henby  Whitmorb.  )  Two  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 

*'  K.  J.  Lennox.  J  Majesty's  Treasury. 

''  The  common  seal  of  the  said  Burial  Board  wus  hereto  affixed  at  a 
meeting  of  the  said  Board,  held  on  the  5th  day  of  October  inst.,  the 
date  thereof,  by  the  direction  of  the  said  Burial  Board,  in  the  presence 
of  (C.  S.) 

''  G-eo.  Isaacson,  Clerk  to  the  Burial  Board,  Amersham.** 

A  receipt  for  the  consideration  money  was  endorsed. 

The  case  was  argued  in  Easter  Term,  on  the  8d  May,  before  CocK- 
BURN,  C.  J.,  Cbompton  and  Mellor,  JJ. 

O^Malley  {O.  Tayler  with  him),  for  the  prosecutors. 

Lash  (t/.  A.  Bussell  with  him),  for  the  defendants. 

The  arguments  fully  appear  in  the  judgment  of  the  Court.  No 
authorities  were  cited. 

•The  questions  raised  turned  on  the  construction  of  the  r^oK/i 
Burial  Acts,  the  following  sections  of  which  were  referred  to.     ^ 

15  &  16  Vict.  c.  86,  "An  Act  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the 
burial  of  the  dead  in  the  metropolis."  After  providing,  by  sect.  10, 
that  the  vestry  of  any  parish  in  the  metropolis  may  resolve  that  a 
burial  ground  shall  be  provided  for  the  parish ;  and,  by  sect.  11,  that 
in  case  they  shall  agree  for  that  purpose,  they  shall  appoint  a  Burial 
Board: 

Sect.  19  enacts,  "The  expenses  incurred  or  to  be  incurred  by  the 
Burial  Board  of  any  parish  in  carrying  this  Act  into  execution  shall 
be  chargeable  upon  and  paid  out  of  the  rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
of  such  parish;  the  expenses  to  be  so  incurred  for  or  on  account  of 
any  parish  in  providing  and  laying  out  a  burial  ground  under  this 
Act  and  building  the  necessary  chapel  or  chapels  thereon  not  to 
exceed  such  sum  as  the  vestry  shall  authorize  to  be  expended  for 
such  purpose ;  and  the  overseer  or  other  officers  authorized  to  make 
aud  levy  rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  any  parish  shall,  upon 
receipt  of  a  certificate  under  the  hands  of  such  number  of  members  of 
the  Burial  Board  as  are  authorized  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the  Board 
of  the  sums  required  from  time  to  time  for  defraying  any  such  ex- 
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penses  as  aforesaid,  pay  such  sums  out  of  the  rates  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  as  the  Board  shall  direct." 

Sect.  20.  "Provided  always,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Board, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  vestry  and  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners 
of  her  Majesty's  Treasury,  to  borrow  any  money  required  for  provid- 
ing and  laying  out  any  burial  ground  under  this  Act,  and  building  a 
*ftf>71  ^^^P®^  ^^  chapels  thereon,  or  any  of  such  purposes,  and  *to 
J  charge  the  future  poor  rates  of  the  parish  witlj  the  payment  of 
such  money  and  interest  thereon;  provided  that  there  shall  be  paid  rn 
every  year,  in  addition  to  the  interest  of  the  money  borrowed  and 
unpaid,  not  less  than  one-twentieth  of  the  principal  sum  borrowed, 
until  the  whole  is  discharged." 

Sect.  23.  "The  vestries  of  any  parishes  which  shall  have  respectively 
resolved  to  provide  burial  grounds  under  this  Act  may  concur  in 
providing  one  burial  ground  for  the  common  use  of  such  parishes,  in 
^uch  manner,  not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  as  they 
shall  mutually  agree,  and  may  agree  as  to  the  proportions  in  which 
the  expenses  of  such  burial  ground  shall  be  borne  by  such  parishes, 
and  the  proportion  for  each  of  such  parishes  of  such  expenses  shall  be 
chargeable  upon  and  paid  out  of  the  moneys  to  be  raised  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  of  the  same  respective  parishes  accordingly;  and,  accord- 
ing ana  subject  to  the  terms  which  shall  have  been  so  agreed  on,  the 
Burial  Boards  appointed  for  such  parishes  respectively  shall,  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  and  managing  such  one  burial  ground,  and 
taking  and  holding  land  for  the  same,  act  as  one  joint  Burial  Board 
for  all  such  parishes,  and  may  have  a  joint  office,  clerk,  and  officers, 
and  all  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  apply  to  such  joint  Burial 
Board  accordingly ;  and  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  such  Board  shall 
be  examined  and  reported  on  by  the  auditors  of  each  of  such  parishes ; 
and  the  surplus  money  at  the  disposal  as  aforesaid  of  such  Board  shall 
be  paid  to  the  overseers  of  such  parishes  respectively  in  the  same  pro- 
portions as  those  in  which  such  parishes  shall  be  liable  to  such 
expenses." 
♦fi^ftl       Sect.  24.  "  For  the  more  easy  execution  of  the  purposes  *of 

^  -'  this  Act  the  Burial  Board  of  every  parish  appointed  under  it 
shall  be  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name  of  'The  Burial  Board  for  the 

Earish  of  in  the  county  of  ';  and  where  the 

iurial  Boards  of  two  or  more  parishes  act  as  and  form  one  joint 
Burial  Board  for  all  such  parishes  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  such 
joint  Board  shall  for  such  purposes  only  be  a  body  corporate  by  the 
name  of  'The  Burial  Board  for  the  parishes  of  and 

in  the  county  of  .' " 

By  the  interpretation  clause,  sect.  52,  "'parish'  shall  mean  every 
place  having  separate  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  separately  maintain- 
ing its  own  poor." 

16  &  17  Vict.  c.  134,  s.  7,  extends  certain  provisions  in  15  &  16 
Vict.  c.  85,  and,  among  them,  those  from  sect.  10  to  42  (both  inclu- 
sive), to  parishes,  kc,  not  in  the  metropolis. 

17  &  18  Vict.  c.  87,  makes  further  provision  for  the  burial  of  the 
dead  beyond  the  limits  of  the  metropolfs. 

18  &  19  Vict.  c.  128,  entitled  "  An  Act  further  to  amend  the  law? 
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concerning  the  burial  of  the  dead  in  Englaod,"  after  reciting  the  three 
previous  Acts,  enacts: 

Sect.  10,  '*  If  the  ratepayers  assembled  at  any  vestry  duly  convened 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall,  in  pursuance  of  public  notice 
duly  given  in  that  behalf,  resolve  unanimously  that  any  new  burial 
ground  to  be  provided  for  their  parish,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  shall  be  held  and  used  in  like  manner  and  subject  to  the  same 
laws  and  regulations  in  all  respects  as  the  existing  burial  ground  or 
churchyard  of  the  said  parish,  the  land  for  such  new  burial  ground 
may  be  conveyed  and  settled  in  accordance  with  such  resolution,  Any- 
thing in  this  or  the  said  recited  Acts  notwithstanding,  and  in  such 
case  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  set  apart  to  *remain  uncon-  i-^okq 
secrated  any  portion  of  the  land  so  conveyed  and  settled:  •■ 
Provided  always,  that  if  at  any  time  within  ten  years  thereafter  the 
vestry,  duly  convened  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  in  pursuance 
of  public  notice  duly  given  in  that  behalf,  should  determine  that  an 
unconsecrated  burial  ground  should  be  also  provided  for  such  parish, 
all  the  powers  and  provisions  of  the  said  recited  Acts  and  this  Act 
•may  be  put  in  force  and  shall  be  applicable  for  providing  such  uncon- 
secrated burial  ground  separately,  in  like  manner  as  they  might  have 
been  put  in  force  and  been  applicable  for  providing  an  ordinary  burial 
ground  for  such  parish." 

Sect.  11.  "  Where  a  parish  or  place  has  been  united  with  any  other 
parish  or  place,  parishes  or  places,  for  all  or  any  ecclesiastical  pur- 
poses, or  where  two  or  more  parishes  or  places  have  heretofore  had  a 
church  or  a  burial  ground  for  their  joint  use,  or  where  the  inhabitants 
of  several  parishes  or  places  have  been  accustomed  to  meet  in  one 
vestry  for  purposes  common  to  such  several  parishes  or  places,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  vestry  or  any  meeting  in  the  nature  of  a  vestry  of 
such  several  parishes  or  places  in  any  of  the  cases  aforesaid,  and  whe* 
ther  an^  one  or  more  of  such  parishes  or  places  do  or  do  not  separately 
maintain  its  own  poor,  to  appoint  a  Burial  Board,  and  from  time  to 
time  to  supply  vacancies  therein,  and  to  exercise  the  same  powers  of 
authorization,  approval,  and  sanction  in  relation  to  such  Burial  Board, 
and  such  other  powers  as  under  the  said  Acts  and  this  Act  are  vested 
in  the  vestry  of  a  parish  or  place  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor ; 
and  the  Burial  Board  so  appointed  shall  have  all  the  powers  for  pro- 
viding a  burial  ground  for  the  common  use  of  such  several  parishes 
or  places,  and  for  facilitating  interments  *and  otherwise,  as  if  r*og/) 
such  several  parishes  or  places  had  been  a  parish  separately  *• 
maintaining  its  own  poor;  and  the  expenses  of  the  Burial  Board  ap- 
pointed under  this  provision  shall  be  borne  by  the  several  parishes 
or  places  for  which  such  Board  is  appointed,  and  shall  be  apportioned 
among  them  by  such  Burial  Board  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the 
property  in  such  several  parishes  or  places  as  rated  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor;  and  the  sums  required  by  the  Burial  Board  in  respect  of  the 
portion  of  such  expenses  to  be  borne  by  any  such  parish  or  place  shall 
be  paid  out  of  the  rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  such  parish  or 
place,  in  like  manner  as  if  such  Burial  Board  had  been  appointed  for 
such  parish  or  place  alone." 

Sect.  12.  "  The  vestry  or  meeting  in  the  nature  of  a  vestry  of  any 
parish,  township,  or  other  district  not  separately  maintaining  its  own 
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poor,  which  has  heretofore  had  a  separate  burial  ground,  may  appoint 
a  Burial  Board,  and  from  time  to  time  supply  vacancies  therein,  and 
may  exercise  the  same  powers  of  authorization,  approval,  and  sanc- 
tion in  relation  to  such  Burial  Board,  and  such  other  powers  as  under 
the  said  Acts  and  this  Act  are  vested  in  the  vestry  of  a  parish  sepa- 
rately maintaining  its  own  poor;  and  the  Burial  Board  so  appointed 
shaft  have  all  the  powers  for  providing  a  burial  ground  and  otherwise 
as  if  such  parish,  township  or  other  district  had  beea  a  paririi  sepa- 
rately maintaining  its  own  poor." 

By  sect.  21  the  previous  Acts  of  15  &  16  Vict.,  16  A;  17  Vict,  and 
17  &  18  Vict,  and  this  Act  ^*  shall  be  read  and  construed  together  as 
one  Act." 

20  &  21  Vict.  c.  81.  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  Burial  Acts." 
♦8611  *Sect.  1.  "All  acts  authorized  to  be  done  by  any  Burial 
J  Board,  with  the  approval,  sanction,  or  authority  of  the  vestry 
or  vestries  of  the  parish  or  parishes  for  which  such  Board  is  consti- 
tuted, may,  where  a  joint  Burial  Board  is  constituted  for  more  than 
two  parishes,  be  done  with  the  approval,  sanction,  or  authority  (as  the 
case  may  require)  of  the  vestries  of  the  majority  of  such  parishes." 

Cur.  adv.  vuU. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Cbompton,  J. — In  this  case,  which  was  argued  in  the  course  of  the 
last  Term  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  my  brother  Mellor  and/ray- 
self,  two  points  were  made  for  the  defendants.  The  first  was  that  the 
Burial  Board  for  the  parish  as  to  ecclesiastical  purposes  was  ill  con- 
stituted ;  and  secondly,  that  the  mode  of  taxation  adopted  was  wrong. 

It  was  said  on  the  first  head  that  the  hamlet  of  Coleshill  was  a  place 
maintaining  its  own  poor,  and  therefore,  by  the  interpretation  clause 
of  the  15  &  16  Vict.  c.  85,  was  a  parish  within  that  Act  for  the  par- 
pose  of  having  a  Burial  Board  of  its  own.  No  doubt  it  was  by  the 
provisions  of  that  Act  in  the  same  situation  as  a  parish,  but  we  think 
that  the  real  question  was  whether  the  case  did  not  fall  within  the  11th 
section  of  the  18  &  19  Vict.  c.  128,  a  statute  passed  to  amend,  and 
which  is  to  be  read  as  part  of,  the  former  Acts. 

The  object  of  the  provision  in  the  amending  statute  was  to  enable 
a  parish  consisting  of  different  parts  united  together  for  ecclesiastical 
objects  to  constitute  a  district  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a  Burial 
Board. 

*8621  *The  facts  in  the  present  case  appear  to  us  clearly  to  make 
^  out  such  community  and  connection  as  is  defined  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  11th  section  ;  and  the  latter  part  of  the  section  enables  the 
vestry  or  meeting  in  the  nature  of  a  vestry  for  the  whole  district  to 
appoint  a  Burial  Board,  and  gives  the  whole  powers  of  the  preceding 
enactments  for  providing  a  burial  ground  for  the  common  use  of  such 
parishes  or  places  so  united  as  if  such  parishes  or  places  had  been  a 
parish  separately  maintaining  its  own  poor.  In  other  words,  it  brings 
the  whole  district  into  the  class  or  category  of  places  as  defined  by  the 
15  &  16  Vict.  c.  85,  and  by  that  statute  having  the  power  to  appoint 
a  Burial  Board  for  the  one  district  by  the  vote  of  the  one  vestry  or 
meeting  in  the  nature  of  a  vestry.  Here  there  was  an  actual  vestry 
for  ecclesiastical  purposes,  so  that  there  is  uo  occasion  to  resort  to  the 
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provision  made  for  the  cases  in  which  a  meeting  in  the  nature  of  a 
vestry  is  to  have  the  power. 

The  Burial  Bpard  in  qaestion  appearing  to  have  been  regularly 
constituted  by  the  vote  of  the  vestry  for  the  whole  district,  we  think 
that  it  was  well  constituted  under  the  provisions  of  the  18  k  19  Yict. 
c.  128,  s.  11. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  object  and  eflFect  of  these  provi- 
sions is  to  make  the  whole  district  one  body,  acting  by  one  vestry  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Burial  Board,  notlio  create  two  distinct 
bodies  having  power  by  virtue  of  the  16  k  16  Yict.  c.  85,  s.  23,  to  con- 
cur in  providing  one  Burial  Board  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  mu- 
tually agree,  and  to  agree  as  to  the  proportions  in  which  each  parish 
shall  be  chargeable.  This  distinction  is  important  with  respect  to  the 
question  secondly  raised  before  us  as  to  the  mode  of  taxation. 

*It  was  pressed  upon  us  principally  that  the  11th  section  of  r«ogD 
the  18  k  19  Yict.  o.  128,  must  be  read  with  reference  to  the  '- 
28d  section  of  the  15  k  16  Yict.  c.  85 ;  and  therefore  that  the  Board 
ought  to  have  fixed  one  definite  proportion  in  the  contract  for  the 
amount  to  which  each  of  the  two  places  was  to  be  chargeable  in 
future,  and  which  was  never  to  be  changed. 

We  do  not  concur  in  this  view  of  the  enactment. 

The  provisions  in  the  23d  section  of  the  16  k  16  Yict.  c.  86,  are 
applicable  when  the  two  parishes  or  places  maintaining  their  own 
poor,  acting  by  their  two  vestries,  are  to  consider  whether  they  will 
nave  a  joint  Burial  Board  or  not;  and  they  are  therefore  properly 
directed  to  consider  in  what  manner  not  inconsistent  with  the  Act  the 
burial  ground  shall  be  provided,  and  in  what  proportions  they  shall 
each  be  chargeable,  a  most  important  element  in  their  consideration 
of  the  question  whether  they  shall  unite  or  not.  They  are  each  to 
appoint  a  Burial  Board,  who  are  to  act  together  as  a  joint  Burial 
Board,  and  to  be  incorporated  by  the  name  of  '*The  Burial  Board 
for  the  parishes  of  ,"  whilst  the  ordinary  Burial  Board  is  to 

be  incorporated  by  the  name  of  "  The  Burial  Board  for  the  parish 
of 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  e£fect  of  the  11th  section  of  the  18  k  19 
Yict.  c.  128,  is  to  bring  the  case  within  the  class  of  cases  by  which  a 
parish,  as  defined  by  the  15  k  16  Yict.  c.  85,  is  to  form  a  district  by 
itself;  and  not  within  the  class  referred  to  in  the  23d  section  of  that 
Act,  where  two  or  more  parishes  are  to  agree.  The  powers  are  to  be 
exercised  by  one  body,  and  not  by  two  bodies  agreeing  before  the 
constitution  of  the  Board  on  what  terms  and  in  what  proportions  they 
shall  unita  The  11th  section  of  the  later  Act  expressly  says  that 
the  inhabitants  are  *to  act  by  the  one  vestry  or  meeting  in  the  r«o^ 
nature  of  a  vestry,  and  are  to  be  in  the  same  situation  as  if  '- 
the  district  constituted  one  parish  separately  maintaining  its  own 
poor ;  in  effect  tliat  they  are  to  fall  within  the  class  of  cases  in  which 
a  parish,  t.  e.  by  the  definition,  every  place  maintaining  its  own  poor, 
is  to  be  a  body  to  constitute  by  one  vestry  one  Burial  Board,  and  not 
within  the  class  contemplated  in  the  23d  section  of  the  15  k  16  Yict. 
o.  86,  by  which  the  two  parishes  are  kept  distinct,  and  elect  two 
separate  Boards,  who  are  to  act  jointly. 

Under  the  23d  section  of  the  15  k  16  Yict.  c.  86,  the  proportion 
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was  clearly  to  remain  the  same  as  between  the  parishes,  bat  that  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  contemplated  by  the  11th  section  of  the  later 
Act,  which  gives  directions  as  to  the  apportioning  the  expenses  with 
reference  to  the  rateable  value  of  the  property. 

There  is  not  to  be  one  proportion  fixed  for  ever  according  to  the 
agreement  of  the  parties,  out  the  expenses  are  to  be  borne  by  the 
several  parishes  or  places,  and  shall  be  apportioned  among  them  by 
the  Board  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  property  in  such  several 
parishes  or  places  as  are  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor.  This,  we 
think,  may  well  be  construed  to  mean  that  the  proportion  shall  be 
according  to  the  rateable  value /rom  time  to  time  when  it  may  become 
necessary  to  raise  the  rates,  and  this  seems  to  us  a  more  natural  con- 
struction than  to  hold  that  the  rateable  value  at  the  establishment  of 
the  Board  is  to  be  binding  for  ever.  The  proportion  is  to  depend  on 
the  value  as  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  it  can  hardly  mean 
that  for  all  future  time  the  rates  for  the  year  of  the  establishing  the 
Board  are  to  be  referred  to.  It  certainly  seems  a  much  more  reason- 
*8651  ^^^^  provision  that  the  burden  should  *follow  the  rateable 
-I  value  from  time  to  time  as  the  words  seem  to  import.  It 
appears  to  be  more  just  that  the  places  should  contribute  as  the  popu- 
lation varies  and  the  rateable  value  falls  and  lises;  and  this  is  in 
effect  the  same  provision  as  is  made  for  the  common  case  of  one  parish 
by  the  earlier  clauses  of  the  Act. 

The  Act  saying  that  the  Burial  Board,  as  we  think  from  time  to 
time,  are  to  apportion  the  expenses  to  be  borne  by  the  two  places  in 
proportion  to  the  value  of  the  property  in  each  as  rated  to  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  the  mode  adopted  seems  to  us  to  be  right,  as  the  Board 
has  so  apportioned  the  necessary  sum,  and  then  the  machinery  of  the 
earlier  Act  as  to  giving  the  certificate  and  requiring  the  overseers  to 
pay  the  money  seems  to  apply. 

It  was  said  indeed  by  Mr.  Lush  that  there  were  to  be  two  modes 
of  taxation,  and  that  the  sums  to  meet  the  expenses  of  providing  or 
buying  a  burial  ground  and  of  paying  the  mortgage  moneys,  though 
falling  upon  the  rates,  were  to  be  raised  in  a  different  manner  from 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  maintaining,  &c.,  the  burial  ground.  We 
see  however  no  distinct  machinery  given  for  this  purpose,  and  we  do 
not  see  why  all  the  expenses,  whether  to  meet  the  necessary  expendi- 
ture for  maintaining  the  burial  ground,  or  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
the  interest  on  money  borrowed,  should  not  be  raised  by  one  tax,  a 
much  more  convenient  course  than  if  two  distinct  taxations  were  to 
be  necessary  every  year,  the  one  for  ordinary  and  the  other  for  extra- 
ordinary expenditure,  where  both  are  alike  to  be  paid  out  of  the  rates. 

Another  objection  was  made  by  Mr.  Lush,  that  the  mortgage-deed 
was  defective  in  charging  the  sum  borrowed  upon  the  future  rates  of 
*8661  ^^^  ^"^  ^^^  ^^  parish  *and  also  upon  the  future  rates  of 
-I  the  other  part  of  the  parish.  If  the  view  we  have  taken  be 
correct,  that  the  expenses  are  to  be  defrayed  from  the  rates  of  the  two 
places  in  proportion  to  the  rateable  property  to  each /rom  time  to  time, 
this  would  seem  correct ;  as  it  must  be  construed  to  mean,  and  its 
legal  effect  would  be,  to  charge  it  on  the  rates  of  the  parishes  in  the 
proportion  to  be  ascertained  from  time  to  time  according  to  the  rate- 
able value  of  the  property  in  each. 
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lTi>on  the  whole,  therefore,  we  are  disposed  to  think  that  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Board  and  the  mode  of  taxation  adopted  in  this  case, 
carry  out  in  the  way  that  seems  most  feasible  the  object  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act ;  but  we  cannot  help  observing  that  it  is  impossible 
to  come  to  anything  like  a  decision  which  is  perfectly  satisfactory  to 
our  own  mines,  amidst  such  confusion  as  exists  in  the  provisions  of 
the  different  Burial  Acts  which  have  been  referred  to  in  the  course 
of  the  argument. 

For  the  reasons  we  have  given  our  judgment  is  for  the  Grown. 

Judgment  for  the  Crown. 


♦MEMOBANDUM.  [♦867 

John  Mellor,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  this  Oourt,  received  the 
honour  of  knighthood  by  letters  patent  under  the  Great  Seal. 


IND  Of  TBINnT  TEBIC. 
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CONTEMPORANEOUS   REPORTS. 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THE  PROPRIETORS,  &o.,  OF  THE  GREAT  WESTERN  RAHi- 
WAY  CO.,  PlaintiflFs in  Error;  and  JOHN  BENNETT,  Defendant 
ia  Error.    Feb.  11,  18;  March  18,  1867.(a) 

Railway  Clauses  Act — Mines — Subjacent  and  adjacent  Support, 

By  the  effect  of  the  77th,  78th,  and  79th  sections  of  the  Railways  Clanses  ConsoIidatioQ  Act, 
1845,  a  railway  company  on  pnrohasing,  under  that  statute,  land  for  the  purposes  of  the  rail- 
way, does  not  become  entitled  to  the  mines  under  the  land ;  the  owner  may  work  them  after 
notice  duly  giren;  and  if,  after  such  notice,  the  company,  though  desiring  to  prevent  the  work- 
ing, does  not  give  eompensation  for  the  minerals,  the  owner  may  work  them  up  to  and  under 
the  railway,  working  them  in  a  '*  proper  manner"  and  **  according  to  the  usual  manner  of 
working  such  mines  in  the  district"  The  company  cannot,  under  this  statutory  purehsM, 
claim  the  benefit  of  the  right  of  an  ordinary  purchaser  of  the  surface  to  subjacent  and  adjacent 
support,  the  statute  having  created  a  specific  law  for  such  matters,  by  which  alone  the  rights 
of  the  company  and  the  mine  owner  are  regulated. 

The  Dudley  Canal  Company  v.  Graiebrook,  1  B.  A  Ad.  59,  approved. 

This  was  a  proceeding  on  error  on  a  judgment  in  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  which  had  been  affirmed  by  the  Exchequer  Chamber.(J) 

The  Shrewsbury  and  Birmingham  Railway  Company,  under  the 
powers  of  the  Shrewsbury  and  Birmingham  Railway  Act,  1846,  had 
acquired  in  fee  simple  certain  lands  lying  in  Wombridge,  in  the 
county  of  Salop,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  the  railway.  That 
Act  incorporated  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  and  the 
Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845.  These  lands,  and  the 
Birmingham  and  Shrewsbury  Railway  itself,  afterwards  came,  under 
the  17  &  18  Vict.  o.  ccxxii.,  to  be  vested  in  the  plaintiffs  in  error, 
who  constituted  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company, 

The  original  conveyance,  dated  the  11th  of  September,  1849,  was 

(a)  Law  Rep.  3  H.  L.  (Bug.  A  Ir.  App.)  27.  • 

(6)  The  case  was  not  reported  in  the  Courts  below,  as  judgment  was  giren  upon  theaatbority 
of  a  prcTions  case  of  Fletcher  v.  The  Great  Western  RaUway  Co. 

(868) 
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made  by  the  then  owners  of  the  lands,  who  were  also  owners  of  the 
mines  and  minerals  lying  under  the  same,  and  conveyed  to  the 
Shrewsbury  Company,  for  the  purposes  of  the  railway,  in  the  form 
given  in  the  schedule  to  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845, 
Sie  lands,  "  excepting  and  always  reserved,  &c.,  the  mines  and  mine- 
rals in  and  under  the  said  hereditaments  and  premises,  with  all  the 
necessary  powers  and  privileges  for  getting  and  working  the  same." 
The  railway  and  works  were  then  constructed  on  the  lands,  partly  on 
the  surface,  and  partly  in  a  tunnel.  In  the  year  1856,  Bennett,  the 
Defendant  in  error,  purchased  the  reserved  mines  and  minerals.  On 
the  9th  of  June,  1856,  he  gave  to  the  plaintiffs  in  error,  under  the 
78th  section  of  the  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  notice 
of  his  intention,  within  thirty  days  after  the  date  of  the  notice,  to 
work  the  mines  and  minerals  lying  under  the  railway  and  tunnel, 
and  within  forty  yards  therefrom,  unless  they  stated  their  willingness 
to  treat  for  compensation.  On  the  9th  of  July,  1856,  the  plaintiffs 
in  error  gave  Bennett  notice  of  their  willingness  so  to  treat  with 
respect  to  the  mines  and  minerals  lying  upder  so  much  of  the  lands 
as  were  coloured  pink  in  a  plan  annexed.  These  lands  lay  under  two 
ends  of  the  line  of  railway  and  a  tunnel  connecting  -them,  and  on  both 
sides  of  the  same. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  1857,  Bennett  gave  to  the  plaintiffs  in 
error  notice  that  he  was  also  the  owner  of  other-  mines  and  minerals 
which  lay  under  another  portion  of  the  lands  (coloured  blue  in  the 
plan),  and  situate  just  outside  the  line  of  the  other  lands,  which  he 
would,  by  severance,  be  prevented  from  working,  and  for  which  he 
also  required  compensation ;  and  that  he  was  desirous  that  the  amount 
of  his  claim,  if  not  agreed  to,  should  be  settled  by  arbitration  in  the 
manner  provided  in  the  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845. 
This  claim  did  come  under  arbitration,  and  on  the  28th  of  October, 
1858,  an  award  was  made  containing  the  following  special  finding : 
''  Supposing  that  the  said  John  Bennett  had  not  been  interrupted  and 
prevented  A'om  working  and  getting  the  said  mines  and  minerals,  and 
had  the  right  to  work  and  get  the  whole  as  against  the  company  as 
owners  of  the  surface,  then  I  find  the  whole  of  the  said  mines  and 
minerals,  for  which  compensation  is  hereby  awarded,  could  properly 
have  been  worked  and  gotten  in  the  manner  proper  and  necessary  for 
the  beneficial  working  of  the  same,  and  according  to  the  usual  manner 
of  working  such  mines  and  minerals  in  the  district  within  which  the 
same  are  situated.  But  I  also  find  that  no  greater  portion  than  one- 
third  of  the  said  mines  and  minerals  could  properly,  and  in  such 
manner  as  aforesaid,  have  been  so  worked  and  gotten,  if  in  working 
and  getting  the  same  a  sufficient  portion  of  the  said  mines  and  mine- 
rals  was  to  be  left  to  give  reasonable  support  to  the  said  surface  land, 
and  to  prevent  any  damage  by  the  sinking  thereof;  and  I  also  find 
that  the  same  amount  of  support  would  have  been  necessary  for  the 
surface  land  if  the  said  railway  and  tunnel  had  not  existed."  The 
awarpl  farther  declared  that,  in  respect  of  the  minerals  lying  under  the 
laud  coloured  pink,  the  plaintifis  in  error  were  to  pay  to  Bennett,  if 
he  would  have  been  entitled  to  work  out  the  whole  of  them,  the  sum 
of  8649Z.  105.,  but  that  if  he  would  have  been  bound  to  leave  reason- 
able support  to  the  surface,  the  sum  of  10852.  3^.  8d. ;  that  Bennett 
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was  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  additional  loss  and  damage  which 
he  had  incurred  in  respect  of  the  other  portion  of  the  mines  and  mine- 
rals which  could  not  be  worked  by  reason  of  severance ;  and  that  the 
farther  amount  to  which  Bennett  was  entitled,  if  he  would  have  been 
entitled  to  work  out  the  whole  of  the  said  last-mentioned  portions  of 
mines  and  minerals,  was  1042^.  7s.  2d,;  but  that  if  Bennett  was  bound 
to  leave  reasonable  support,  then  the  amount  of  compensation  in 
respect  of  the  last-mentioned  mines  and  minerals  was  140L  16s,  7d. 

An  action  was  brought  on  this  award.  A  special  case  was  stated 
by  consent,  and  in  Michaelmas  Term,  1862,  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  gave  judgment  in  favour  of  Bennett  for  the  two  larger  amounts. 
This  judgment  was  given  on  the  authority  of  Fletcher  v.  Great  West- 
ern Railway  Company,  4  H.  &  N.  242  (affirmed  5  lb.  689).(a)  In 
Easter  Term,  1863,  the  judgment  was  affirmed  in  the  Exchequer 
Chamber.    The  case  was  then  brought  \x)p  to  this  House. 

Manisty,  Q.  C,  and  Field,  Q.  C,  for  the  appellants. — The  question 
raised  is,  whether,  having  regard  to  the  77th  and  two  following 
sections  of  the  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,(&)  and  to 
the  deed  by  which  the  surface  land  was  conveyed  to  the  appellants, 
the  defendant  in  error  may  work  the  mines  and  take  the  coal,  leav- 
ing no  support  to  the  surface,  or  whether,  if  they  had  not  availed 

(a)  The  following  is  tbe  margioal  note  of  that  ease : — "  A  railway  oompany  haring,  bj  agree- 
ment with  tbe  owner,  parcbased  land  for  tbe  parpose  of  making  tbe  railway,  and  baring  taken 
a  conToyanoe  in  tbe  form  giren  by  tbe  Lands  Claoiea  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  Scbednle  A., 
and  not  being  willing  to  purobase  tbe  minerals  after  notice  of  tbe  owner's  intention  to  work 
them,  pnrsnant  to  seet  78  of  tbe  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  is  not  entitled  to 
tbe  a<yaoent  or  snbjaoent  support  of  tbe  minerals ;  hot  tbe  owner  is  entitled  to  get  them,  not- 
withstanding that  the  getting  of  saefa  minerals  woald  cause  tbe  surface  to  subside :— Held, 
accordingly,  that  where,  under  such  eirenmstanoes,  the  company  bad  giren  notice  that  tbe  work- 
ing of  tbe  mines  was  likely  to  damage  tbe  works  of  the  company,  tbe  owner  of  tbe  minerals 
was  entitled  to  recorer  compensation  which  had  been  assessed  under  tbe  said  78tb  leetioa/' 

(6)  8  A  9  Vict,  c  30  (Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845).         ^ 

Sect.  77.  "  Tbe  company  shaU  not  be  entitled  to  any  mines  of  coal,  Ac,  under  any  land  pur- 
chased, except  only  such  parts  thereof  as  shaU  be  necessary  to  be  dug,  or  carried  away,  or  used 
in  the  construction  of  tbe  works,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  expressly  purcbaaed :  and  all 
such  mines,  excepting  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  excepted  out  of  the  couTeyance  ot 
such  lands,  unless  they  shall  hare  been  expressly  named  therein  and  conveyed  thereby." 

Sect.  78.  **  If  the  owner,  Ac,  of  any  mines  or  minerals  lying  under  tbe  railway,  or  any  of 
tbe  works  connected  therewith,  or  within  tbe  prescribed  distances,  or,  when  no  distance  shall 
be  prescribed,  forty  yards  therefrom,  be  desirous  of  working  tbe  same,  he  shall  give  to  tbe  com- 
pany a  notice  in  writing  of  bis  intention  so  to  do  thirty  days  before  tbe  oommenoement  of  work- 
ing, and  upon  tbe  receipt  of  such  notice  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  company  to  cause  such  mines 
to  be  inspected  by  any  person  appointed  by  them  for  the  purpose ;  and  if  it  appear  to  the  com- 
pany that  the  working  of  such  mines  or  minerals  is  likely  to  damage  the  works  of  tbe  railway^ 
and  if  tbe  company  be  willing  to  make  compensation  for  such  mines,  or  any  part  thereof,  to 
such  owner,  Ac,  then  be  shall  not  work  to  get  the  same ;  and  if  tbe  company  and  such  owner, 
Ac,  do  not  agree  as  to  tbe  amount  of  such  compensation,  tbe  same  shall  be  settled  as  in  other 
oases  of  disputed  compensation." 

Sect  79.  "  If  before  the  expiration  of  such  thirty  days  the  company  do  not  state  their  wil- 
lingness to  treat  with  such  owner,  Ac,  for  tbe  payment  of  such  compensation,  it  shall  be  lav- 
f^l  for  him  to  work  the  said  mines,  or  any  part  thereof  for  which  the  company  shaU  not  h»T« 
agreed  to  pay  compensation,  so  that  tbe  same  be  done  in  a  manner  proper  and  necessary  for 
the  beneficial  working  thereof,  and  according  to  tbe  usual  manner  of  working  such  miaei  in 
tbe  district  where  the  same  shall  be  situate :  and  if  any  damage  or  obstruction  be  occasioned 
to  tbe  railway  or  works  by  improper  working  of  such  mines,  the  same  shall  be  forthwith 
repaired  or  removed,  as  tbe  case  may  require,  and  such  damage  made  good  by  the  owner,  Ac*i 
at  hii  own  expense,"  and  if  that  is  not  forthwith  done  by  the  owner  the  company  may  do  iU 
and  reeoTor  the  amount  by  action. 
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themselves  of  the  powers  in  the  general  Act,  he  could  have  removed 
all  the  coals  under  the  railway  and  for  forty  yards  on  each  side  of  it, 
leaving  no  support  whatever ;  and  finally,  whether  he  was  not  bound, 
at  all  events,  to  leave  sunport  to  the  surface.  In  substance  the  point 
to  be  determined  is  raiaea  by  the  award,  and  is,  what  is  the  effept  or 
the  consequence  of  a  company  availing  itself  of  the  statutes,  and 
making  a  purchase  of  lands  under  their  provisions  ? 

Bennett  can  only  claim  to  be  paid  for  so  much  of  the  coal  as  he 
might  take  away  without  diminishing  the  reasonable  support  of  the 
surface.  To  that  the  appellants  are  entitled  as  purchasers  of  the 
sarface.  They  would  be  so  entitled  as  purchasers  in  the  ordinary 
way ;  they  are  even  more  entitled  under  the  provisions  of  the  Bail- 
way  Acts.  He  has,  in  the  price  of  the  land,  got  compensation  for  the 
surface,  and  having  sold  the  surface,  he  is  bound  by  law  not  to  work 
his  mines  so  as  to  withdraw  from  the  surface  8u£Bicient  reasonable 
support 

If  the  case  had  stood  on  the  deed  alone,  he  would  have  been  in  the 
condition  of  an  ordinary  owner  of  mines  lying  under  the  land,  having 
reserved  a  power  of  working  them.  That  power  would  have  been  a 
power  reasonably  to  work  with  reference  to  the  safety  of  the  surface. 
.  As  there  might  be  more  danger  where  a  railway  ran  over  the  sur- 
fiEu^e  than  in  an  ordinary  case,  the  Legislature  interfered  to  compel  an 
owner  of  the  mines  to  give  to  the  railway  directors  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  work,  either  under  the  railway  itself,  or  within  forty  yards  of 
it ;  and  if  the  company  prevented  his  working,  the  company  was  to 
pay  him  compensation  for  that  coal  which,  but  for  the  notice,  he 
might  have  taken  away.  But  he  is  not  entitled  to  be  paid  for  coal 
which,  even  without  any  notice,  he  could  not  have  taken  away,  be- 
cause its  removal  would  have  been  the  removal  of  reasonable  support 
to  the  surface. 

The  Caledonian  Railway  v,  Sprot,  2  Macq.  Sa  Ap.  449,  laid  down 
that  doctrine  in  the  case  of  a  private  conveyance,  and  is,  therefore, 
directly  applicable  here.  [Lord  Wbstbuby. — The  conveyance  under 
the  statute  excepts  the  mines  and  minerals ;  does  that  mean  all  the 
mines  and  minerals,  or  only  so  much  of  them  as  can  be  got  with  due 
regard  to  the  safety  or  advantage  of  the  railway  company  7]  It  has 
the  latter  meaning,  as  is  shown  by  the  case  of  Elliot  v.  The  North 
Eastern  Railway  Company,  10  H.  L.  C.  333,  which  decided  that  a 
conveyance  granting  land  for  a  special  purpose,  must  be  construed  as 
conveying  all  the  rights  necessarily  incident  to  the  due  execution  of 
that  purpose.  In  the  former  of  these  cases,  there  was  a  private  Act 
(7  Geo.  4,  c.  ciii.),  by  which  a  company  had  the  right  to  take  lands 
compulsorily,  they  were  taken,  but  leave  was  reserved  to  work  the 
mines,  but  the  Act  prohibited  the  proprietor  who  sold  the  surface 
from  working  the  mines  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  company.  [The 
Lord  Chancellor. — In  that  case,  the  conveyance  was  dated  ten 
years  before  the  Scotch  Railwavs  Act,  1846  (8  &  9  Yict.  c.  19),  passed,, 
and  Lord  Chancellor  Cranworth  thought  that  that  Act  did  not  apply.] 
But  he  recognised  on  any  sale  or  grant,  however  made,  the  right  of 
the  purchaser  of  the  surface  to  subjacent  and  adjacent  support,  aod 
the  positive  obligation  to  leave  it,  even  though  there  was  an  absolute 
reservation  of  mines  and  minerals.    In  Elliot  v.  The  North  Eastern. 
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Bailway  Company,  Lord  Chelmsford  remarked,  tbat  a  company 
must  pay  for  extraordinary  support,  whioh  itself  showed  that  he 
thought,  as  Lord  Cran worth  had  said,  in  The  Caledoqian  Railway  v. 
Sprot,  that  the  company,  on  an  ordinary  purchase  of  land,  would  be 
entitled  to  ordinary  support  and  he  also  declared  that  whether  a  sale 
was  voluntary  or  compulsory  made  no  difference,  for  every  grant 
carried  with  it  the.  ordinary  incidents  of  a  grant,  and  he  applied  those 
incidents  in  that  case,  though  he  considered  the  sale  to  have  been 
made  under  the  compulsory  powers  of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  There 
is  nothing  in  this  case  which  excludes  the  operation  of  this  ordinary 
rule.  It  is  perfectly  dear  that  the  purchaser  of  land  without  any- 
thing to  exclude  the  operation  of  the  common  law,  would  be  entitled 
to  reasonable  support  of  the  surface :  Harris  v.  Ryding,  5  M.  &  W. 
60 ;  though  there  the  reservation  of  the  mines,  and  of  the  right  and 
means  to  work  them,  was  in  very  general  and  extensive  terms.  Smart 
V.  Morton.  6  E.  &  B.  30,  Roberts  v.  Haines,  6  E.  A;  B.  643,  7  E.  &  B. 
625,  Humphries  v.  Brogden,  12  Q.  B.  739,  show  tbat  the  language 
of  deeds  before  the  Act  was  at  least  as  strong  in  favour  of  the  owner 
of  the  mines,  as  the  language  of  the  sections  in  the  statute,  and,  con- 
sequently, that  the  sections  could  not  be  construed  as  affbcting,  cer- 
tainly not  as  diminishing,  the  common-law  right  to  support  on  the 
surface.  And  Backhouse  v.  Bonomi,  9  H.  L.  C.  503,  establishes  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  a  mine  owner,  even  where  he  has  the  clearest  right 
to  work  the  mine,  to  leave  sufficient  support  to  the  surface.  In  that 
way,  those  cases  may  fairly  be  taken  as  interpreters  of  the  statute. 

But  there  certainly  was  a  difference  with  respect  to  one  matter, 
and  that  difference  is  in  favour  of  the  appellants.  The  common  law 
required  that  reasonable  support  should  be  afforded,  but  there  was  no 
precise  limit  fixed  within  which  that  support  must  be  given.  Now 
railway  works  might  require  more  support  than  works  of  an  ordinary 
kind,  and  so  the  78tb  section  gave  a  distanoe  of  forty  yards  within 
which  mines  must  not  be  worked,  except  after  certain  notices  had 
been  given.  But,  though  that  section  gave  a  company  the  power  to 
treat  for  the  purchase  of  the  right  to  work  the  mines,  there  was  no 
power  in  a  company  to  compel  the  sale  of  that  right.  Yet  it  never 
could  have  been  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  expose  railways 
to  greater  danger  than  houses  built  in  the  ordinary  way  on  the 
surface  of  land  covering  mines.  The  section  must,  therefore,  be 
construed  with  reference  to  the  cases  previously  decided  upon  com- 
mon-law rights,  and  then  it  is  obvious  that  that  which  the  common 
law  gave  the  statute  had  not  taken  away. 

Mellish,  Q.  C.y  and  Hannen  {Orampton  was  with  them),  for  the  re- 
spondent.— The  real  question  here,  is  the  construction  of  the  three  sec- 
tions of  the  Railways  Clauses  Act  The  effect  attributed  to  an  ordinary 
conveyance  of  the  surface  may  be  admitted,  and,  according  to  the  case 
of  The  Caledonian  Railway  t;.  Sprot,  2  Macq.  So.  Ap.  Cas.  449,  tbat 
may  apply  in  the  case  of  a  conveyance  to  a  railway  as  much  as  to  any 
other.  But  the  Courts  have  distinguished  between  the  two  classes 
of  cases,  and  have  held  that  the  effect  of  the  Railways  Clauses  Act  is 
to  ^postpone  the  compensation  to  the  mine  owner  till  he  comes  wiibin 
a. certain  distance  of  the  railway.  The  object  was  fair  to  both  partie::). 
^Iheowiier  was  not  to  lose  his  property  if  there  were  mines;  ilie  rail- 
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way  company  was  not  to  pay  for  tbcnn  if  tbey  were  not  found  to  exist, 
or  if  they  were  not  worked  or  about  to  be  worked.  Here  they  did 
exist,  and  were  intended  to  be  worked.  A  large  quantity  of  coal  waf 
required  for  the  support  of  the  railway  works.  It  cannot  be  con- 
tended that  the  mere  sale  of  the  surface  bound  the  mine  owner  to 
make  such  a  sacrifice  of  the  coal  lying  under  it,  without  proper  com- 
pensation. A  part  might  be  got  here  without  injury,  the  mine  owner 
was  entitled  to  get  that  part,  or  if  prevented  from  getting  it,  must  be 
compensated  for  it.  He  was  also  entitled  to  get  that  part,  the  getting 
of  which  might,  without  improper  working,  be  considered  injurious 
to  the  works  of  the  railway.  This  latter  was  to  be  subject  of  notice 
and  compensation.  In  The  Caledonian  Railway  Company  v.  Sprot, 
the  whole  of  the  compensation  was  really  paid  at  the  time  of  making 
the  purchase;  it  was  not  so  here.  There  is  no  pretence  for  saying 
that  so  much  of  the  minerals  as  are  under  or  near  the  railway  were 
purchased  at  the  time  the  surface  was  purchased ;  yet  such  is,  in 
effect,  the  argument  on  the  other  side.  That  is  contrary  to  common 
sense,  and  to  the  interpretation  put  by  the  Courts  on  the  sections  of 
the  statute.  * 

What  was  the  rule  regulating  the  right  to  get  the  minerals  before 
this  Railways  Clauses  Act  was  passed?  In  The  Dudley  Canal  Com- 
pany V.  Grazebrook,  1  B.  &  Ad.  69,  there  was  a  special  proviso  that 
ID  working  the  mine  no  injury  was  to  be  done  to  the  navigation. 
Those  words  were  stronger  than  any  to  be  found  in  these  Acts,  but 
the  Court  said  that  they  meant  no  unnecessary,  no  extraordinary 
damage.  [Thb  Lord  Chakobllor. — But  the  appellants  say  that 
they  have  got  the  right  to  reasonable  support,  that  by  law  they  are 
entitled  to  it,  and  that  the  respondent  has  no  right  to  take  it  away.] 
But  the  answer  to  that  general  allegation  is  the  other  general  allega- 
tion, that  the  owner  id  always  entitled  to  work  his  mines  in  the  ordi- 
nary and  usual  mode ;  and  that  is  all  that  is  proposed  to  be  done 
here.  The  practical  result  of  overruling  those  decisions,  which  have 
established  his  general  right,  would  be  to  give  to  railway  companies 
the  means,  by  a  mere  purchase  of  the  surface,  to  possess  themselves 
of  the  most  valuable  minerals  without  paying  for  them  at  alL 

The  provisions  of  the  statute  which  require  notice  to  the  company 
of  the  intention  to  work  the  mine,  and  which  give  the  company  the 
right  to  inspect  the  working,  so  as  to  see  whether  any  damage  is 
likely  to  arise,  show  distinctly  that  in  purchasing  the  surface  the 
company  obtained  the  surface  and  nothing  more,  and  if  it  desired  to 
obtain  more  must  proceed  under  the  78th  and  79th  sections,  and  must 
compensate  the  mine  owner  for  the  additional  rights  taken  from  him. 
If  the  right  to  get  the  minerals  was  already  gone,  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  the  insertion  of  these  provisions.  Nor  was  there  any  need  to 
guard  against  the  improper  working  of  the  mines  if  the  owner  was 
not  entitled  to  work  them  at  all.  The  use  of  the  word  **  proper*' 
shows  that  the  mine  owner  was  entitled  to  work  the  mines,  and 
pointed  out  the  mode  and  manner"  in  which  be  was  to  work  them. 
The  78th  and  79th  sections  do  but  render  effectual  the  exception 
contained  in  the  77th  section,  which  would  otherwise  be  illusory  and 
absurd. 
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The  case  of  Fletcher  v.  The  Great  Western  Railway,  4  H.  &  N. 
242,  5  H.  &  N.  689,  was  properly  decided,  and  is. directly  in  point 
here.  There  it  was  insisted  that  the  company  was  to  be  protected 
against  damage  from  any  working  whatever.  The  special  case  found 
that  the  working  would  have  taken  away  the  support,  and  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  mine  owner  was,  under  these  circumstances, 
entitled  to  compensation  for  what  he  would  lose  if  prevented  from 
working  the  mine.  It  was  held  that  he  was,  and  that  decision  was, 
after  full  argument  on  error,  confirmed  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber. 

The  case  of  The  Caledonian  Railway  Company  v.  Sprot,  2  Maoq. 
So.  Ap.  449,  was  on  an  Act  of  Parliament  entirely  different  from  the 
present,  and  is  inapplicable  here.  Elliot  v.  The  North  Eastern  Rail- 
way Company,  10  H.  L.  C.  888,  is  more  complicated,  but  the  same 
observation  applies  there. 

Here,  as  the  ffrant  of  the  surfSsuse  is  by  the  statute,  and  the  convey- 
ance is  expressly  made  subject  to  the  rights  of  the  owner  of  the 
mines,  who  is  authorized  to  work  them  by  all  proper  and  necessary 
means,  the  simple  question  here  is  one  of  the  construction  of  the 
words  of  the  79th  section.  The  word  "  improper"  was  meant  only 
to  protect  a  railway  company  against  the  wanton  exercise  of  the 
rights  of  an  owner  of  mines  whose  rights  were  thus  reserved.  If  the 
work  is  properly  conducted  he  is  entitled  to  work  the  mines,  or  to 
oompensation  if  the  company  desires  him  to  abstain  from  working 
them. 

This  question  has  lately,  and  since  the  case  of  Fletcher  t;.  The  Great 
Western  Railwav  Company,  been  under  consideration  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  and  a  decision  has  been  pronounced  upon  it  by  Vice- 
chancellor  Wood  in  the  case  of  The  North  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany V.  Ackroyd,  81  L.  J.  Ch.  688,  where  it  was  held  that  the  owner 
of  land  granting  to  a  railway  company  the  right  to  make  and  main- 
tain a  tunnel,  was  in  the  same  position  with  respect  to  his  right  to 
work  mines,  under  the  sections  of  the  Railwavs  Clauses  Act,  as  if  the 
land  had  been  purchased,  and  under  them  he  was  held  entitled  to 
work  the  mines,  and  a  bill  filed  to  require  the  owner  of  the  mines  to 
leave  sufficient  subjacent  and  adjacent  support  was  dismissed.  In  the 
case  of  The  Wyrlev  Canal  Company  v.  Bradley,  7  East  868,  a  Canal 
Act,  like  the  Railwavs  Clauses  Act,  excluded  the  company  from 
purchasing  mines  undfer  the  canal,  and  reserved  to  the  owner  the 
power  to  work  them  after  giving  notice,  the  company  having  power 
to  stop  the  working  on  paying  compensation.  It  was  there  held  that 
the  right  to  work  was  left  as  before  the  Act  if,  after  notice  given,  the 
company  did  not  purchase  the  owner's  rights.  The  case  of  The  Dudley 
Canal  Company  v.  Orazebrook,  1  B.  &  Ad.  59,  followed,  and  then 
came  The  Stourbridge  Canal  Company  v.  The  Earl  of  Dudley,  8  E. 
&  £.  409,  where  clauses  similar  to  these  existed,  and  in  both  it  was 
held  that  the  owner  of  the  mines  was  entitled  to  work  them  in  the 
usual  and  ordinary  manner,  though  damage  might  ensue  from  his  so 
doing,  if,  after  notice,  compensation  were  not  made  to  him.  These 
authorities  are  decisive  as  to  the  construction  which  ought  to  be  put 
on  the  sections  of  tlie  statute  in  the  present  case. 

Maniaty  replied. 
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March  18.  Thk  Lord  Chancbllob  (Lobd  Chelmsfobd).— My 
Lords,  this  writ  of  error  is  virtually  brought  upon  the  decision  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  and  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  in  the 
case  of  Fletcher  v.  The  Great  Western  Railway  Company,  as  upon 
the  authority  of  that  case  the  present  one  was  decided  without  argu- 
ment 

The  question  to  be  determined  is,  whether  the  plaintiffs  in  error 
haying  purchased  the  lands  of  the  defendant  in  error  for  the  purpose 
of  constructing  a  portion  of  their  railway,  and  the  conveyance  to 
them  containing  an  exception  of  "the  mines  and  minerals  in  and 
under  the  hereditaments  and  premises,  with  all  the  necessary  powers 
and  privileges  for  getting  and  working  the  same,"  the  plaintiffs  in 
error  are  entitled  to  sufficient  support  to  the  railway  from  the  portion 
of  the  mines  and  minerals  lying  under  or  adjoining  the  same,  without 
being  bound  to  make  compensation  to  the  defendant  in  error. 

The  question  depends  entirely  upon  the  clauses  contained  in  the 
Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  under  the  heading,  "with 
respect  to  mines  lying  under  or  near  the  railway,"  beginning  with 
sect  77.  This  will  at  once  render  inapplicable  the  two  cases  of  The 
Caledonian  Railway  Company  v.  Sprot,  2  Macq.  Sc.  Ap.  449,  and 
Elliot  t;.  The  Directors  of  the  Nortih  Eastern  Railway  Company,  10 
H.  L.  C.  333,  decided  in  this  House,  neither  of  which  decisions  turned 
upon  the  sections  in  question. 

By  the  77th  section  of  the  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  a 
railway  company  is  not  "  to  be  entitled  to  any  mines  of  coal,  iron- 
stone, slate,  or  other  minerals,  under  any  lands  purchased  by  them, 
except  only  such  parts  thereof  as  shall  be  necessary  to  be  dug,  or 
carried  away,  or  used  in  the  construction  of  the  works,  unless  the 
same  shall  have  been  expressly  purchased."  The  provision  contained 
in  this  section  is  extremely  beneficial  to  railway  companies.  They 
are  not  to  have  any  mines  or  minerals,  that  is  (any  part  of  the  mines ' 
or  minerals)  under  the  land  purchased  by  them ;  but  they  may  secure 
sufficient  support  to  the  railjvay  by  purchasing  it  from  the  owner  of 
the  mines,  or,  if  they  think  it  likely  that  the  mines^  under  the  railway 
may  not  be  worked  for  an  indefinite  period,  they  may  postpone  the 
purchase  until  the  necessity  for  it  arises. 

That  this  section  reserves  to  the  mine  owner  all  the  minerals,  how- 
ever near  they  may  be  to  the  surface,  unless  the  company  chooses  to 
purchase  them,  appears  very  clearly  from  the  exception  of  "  the  parts 
necessary  to  be  dug,  or  carried  away,  or  used  in  the  construction  of 
the  company's  works,"  as  these  will,  of  course,  be  the  minerals  lying 
nearest  to  the  surface.  But  if  the  company  desires  to  postpone  the 
purchase  of  the  mines  until  it  is  known  that  they  are  to  be  worked, 
the  company  is  enabled  to  do  so,  with  perfect  safety,  from  the  pro- 
tection afibrded  by  the  78th  section,  which  compels  the  mine  owner 
whose  mines  lie  under  the  railway,  or  within  a  certain  distance  of  it, 
who  is  desirous  of  working  the  same,  *'to  give  thirty  days'  notice  of 
his  intention,  and  the  company  may  then  cause  the  mines  to  be  in- 
spected, and  if  it  appear  that  the  working  of  the  mines  is  likely  to 
damage  the  railway,  and  if  the  company  be  willing  to  make  compen- 
sation for  the  mines  to  the  owner,  he  shall  not  work  or  get  the  same." 
This  section  appears  to  me  to  leave  the  mine  owner  to  work  his  mkies 
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exactly  as  he  would  if  the  surface  belonged  to  him,  unless  the  railway 
company  chooses  to  prevent  him  by  expressing  willingness  to  make 
him  compensation.  If  the  company  should  not,  within  thirty  days, 
state  the  willingness  to  treat  with  the  mine  owner  for  the  payment  of 
compensation,  he  is,  by  the  79th  section,  left  at  liberty  to  work  the 
mines,  "  so  that  the  same  be  done  in  a  manner  proper  and  necessary 
for  the  beneficial  working  thereof,  and  according  to  the  usual  manner 
of  working  such  mines  in  the  district."  But  to  guard  railway  com- 
panies, under  these  circumstances,  against  any  unfair  mode  of  working 
the  mines  to  their  prejudice,  it  is  provided  by  the  same  section  that 
''  if  any  damage  or  obstruction  be  occasioned  to  the  railway  or  works 
by  improper  working  of  such  mines,  the  owner  shall  repair  and  make 
it  good."  And  the  83d  section  gives  the  company  power  *'  to  ascer 
tain  whether  the  mines  are  being  worked,  or  have  been  worked,  so 
as  to  damage  the  railway  or  works." 

The  mine  owner,  therefore,  may  work  his  mines  in  a  manner  bene- 
ficial to  himself,  in  order  to  win  the  largest  quantity  of  minerals  that 
the  mine  will  yield,  but  so  as  not  to  depart  from  the  usual  manner  of 
working  in  the  district. 

As  to  the  obligation  imposed  upon  the  mine  owner  to  make  good 
any  damage  occasioned  by  his  improper  working  of  the  mines,  if  the 
arg^ument  of  the  plaintiffs  in  error  is  correct,  that  the  company  is, 
from  the  first,  entitled  to  a  safficient  support  to  the  railway  from  the 
mines,  every  working  which  diminishes  that  support  must  be  im- 
proper. It  then  becomes  difficult  to  understand  how  any  case  can 
arise  for  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  the  78th  section.  If  the 
working  of  the  mines  and  minerals  is  likely  to  produce  damage  to  the 
works  of  the  railway,  it  must  be  by  taking  away  the  support  to  which 
the  company  is  supposed  to  be  entitled ;  but  then,  instead  of  the  com- 
pany being  required  to  make  compensation  to  prevent  the  owner  from 
working  at  all,  any  working  would  be  improper,  and  the  owner  would 
be  compellable,  under  the  79th  section,  to  make  good,  at  his  own 
expense,  any  damage  done. 

The  case  of  The  Dudley  Canal  Company  v.  Grazebrook,  1  B.  4;  Ad. 
69,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  strong  authority  in  favour  of  the  construe* 
tion  of  the  sections  of  the  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act  which 
I  have  adopted. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  judgment  of  the  Court  below 
ought  to  be  affirmed. 

Lord  Cranwobth. — My  Lords,  I  have  very  little  to  add  to  what 
has  fallen  from  my  noble  and  learned  friend.  Independently  of  the 
statute,  I  think  the  contention  of  the  company  would  have  been  un- 
answerable. I  should  be  extremely  sorry  if  this  case  should  at  all 
bring  into  doubt  the  doctrine  which  was  enunciated  and  acted  upon 
by  this  House  in  the  case  of  The  Caledonian  Bailway  Company  v, 
Sprot,  which  doctrine  is  this : — that  if  I  sell  my  land  for  the  purpose 
of  a  railway  being  made  upon  it,  I  impliedly  sell  all  necessary  sup- 
port, both  subjacent  and  adjacent,  that  is  required  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  that  railway.  In  the  case  of  The  Caledonian  Railway 
Company  v.  Sprot,  the  conclusion  at  which  this  House  arrived  was, 
that  although  the  sale  of  the  land  was  one  which  might  have  been 
compelled,  probably,  under  the  statutes  then  in  force  (not  the  present 
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statutei  because  it  was  before  the  passing  of  the  statute  now  in  force), 
yet,  in  truth,  it  was  a  mere  contract  between  Mr.  Sprot  and  the  com- 
pany, and  must  be  dealt  with  just  as  if  no  statute  existed.  But  the 
difficulties  which  bad  arisen  upon  this  subject  were,  I  presume,  what 
gave  rise  to  these  provisions  of  the  Railways  Clauses  Act  which  are 
DOW  under  discussion. 

It  was  obviously  the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  in  making  these 
provisions,  to  create  a  new  code  as  to  the  relation  between  mine 
owners  and  railway  companies,  where  lands  were  compulsorily  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  railway.  The  object  of  the  statute  evi- 
dently was  to  get  rid  of  all  the  ordinary  law  on  the  subject,  and  to 
compel  the  owner  to  sell  the  surface,  and  if  any  mines  were  so  near 
the  surface  that  they  must  be  taken  for  the  purposes  of  the  railway, 
to  compel  him  to  sell  them,  but  not  to  compel  him  to  sell  anything 
more.  The  land  was  to  be  dealt  with  just  as  if  there  were  no  mines 
to  be  considered;  nothing  but  the  surface.  That  being  so,  justice 
obviously  requires  that  when  the  mine  owner  thinks  it  beneficial  to 
him  to  work  his  mines,  and  proceeds  to  do  so,  he  should  be  just  in 
the  same  position  as  if  he  had  never  sold  any  part  of  the  sirrface  at 
all.  If  he  had  not  compulsorily  parted  with  the  surface,  he  might 
have  worked  his  mines,  sinking  his  shaft  from  the  very  surface  down 
to  the  very  bottom  of  the  mine.  The  object  of  the  statute  was  that, 
for  the  purpose  of  the  railway,  the  company  was  to  take  (and  it  was 
a  very  beneficial  provision  for  the  company),  that,  and  that  only, 
which  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  the  railway ;  and  that  all  the 
rest  should  be  left  to  be  dealt  with,  whenever  the  time  for  working 
the  mine  should  arrive.  It  is  plain  to  me,  upon  the  construction  of 
that  clause  of  the  statute,  that  that  was  the  intention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture ;  and  that  intention  is  fully  carried  into  effect  by  giving  to  the 
mine  owner,  in  this  case  the  respondent,  Mr.  Bennett,  that  which  the 
Court  below  has  given  to  him',  namely,  the  full  right  in  all  the  mines 
which  he  worked,  just  as  if  he  had  not  sold  the  surface. 

I  think,  therefore,  the  judgment  below  is  perfectly  right,  and  that, 
consequently,  judgment  ought  to  be  given  for  the  defendant  in  error. 

Lord  Westbuby.— My  Lords,  this  case  presents  no  difficulty  when 
the  true  relation  between  the  railway  company  and  the  mine  owner, 
as  settled  by  the  statute,  is  once  ascertained.  A  railway  company  ia 
under  no  obligation,  I  should  rather  say,  is  under  a  disability,  to  pur- 
chase mines  unopened,  mines  lying  beneath  the  land  required  for  the 
railway.  They  are  absolutely  reserved  and  excepted  out  of  the  con- 
veyance to  be  made  by  the  landowner  to  the  company.  The  chief 
argument  for  the  present  appellants,  embodied  in  their  Second 
Reason,  that  the  conveyance  grants  to  the  company  as  much  as  is 
requisite  for  the  support  of  the  railway,  is  entirely  taken  away  by 
the  77th  section  of  the  statute.  In  that  section  it  is  positively  de- 
clared that  ''  all  such  mines,  excepting  as  aforesaid'' — that  is,  except 
the  small  portion  of  minerals  which  may  be  disturbed  or  brought  to 
bank  by  the  operation  of  making  the  railway — "all  such  mines, 
excepting  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  excepted  out  of  the 
conveyance  of  such  lauds,  unless  they  shall  have  been  expressly 
named  therein  and  conveyed  thereby."  In  the  face  of  these  words 
there  is  no  room  for  the  ordinary  implication  which  applies  to  a 
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common  grant,  namely,  that  it  extends  by  implication  to  all  that, 
though  not  named,  which  is  necessary  for  the  support  or  enjoyment 
of  the  thing  granted. 

Then  what  relation  remains  between  the  railway  company  and  the 
mine  owner  7  It  is  defined  by  the  statute.  Although  the  mines  in 
solido  are,  without  any  exception,  reserved  to  the  mine  owner,  he  is 
not  at  liberty  to  win  them,  or  to  proceed  to  get  them  without  notice 
to  the  railway  company.  That  notice  expires  after  a  month.  During 
that  month  the  railway  company  is  under  an  obligation  to  ascertain 
whether  it  may  be  requisite  for  the  support  of  the  railway,  to  pur- 
chase any  part  of  the  subjacent  minerals.  If  the  company  should  not 
think  it  requisite,  the  mine  owner  is  left  under  no  other  obligation 
than  that  he  is  to  win  the  mines  in  a  proper  manner;  and  if  there  is 
a  custom  of  the  country  it  must  be  done  according  to  that  custom ; 
and  the  railway  company  is  armed  with  authority  to  inspect  the 
working  from  time.totime,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  any  damage 
is  likely  to  ensue,  or  whether  any  proceeding  of  the  mine  owner  is 
inconsistent  with  the  ordinary  beneficial  manner  of  winning  the 
minerals.  The  relation,  therefore,  between  the  railway  company  and 
the  mine  owner  is  one  so  clearly  defined,  so  useful  to  the  railway 
company,  and  at  the  same  time  so  fair  and  just  to  the  mine  owner, 
that  one  is  astonished  that  any  argument  could  have  been  raised  upon 
the  ordinary  implication  applicable  to  a  grant,  which  is  so  entirely 
excluded  by  the  express  enactment  of  the  statute,  and  also  by  the 
accompanying  provisions  that  define,  beyond  the  possibility  of  mis- 
take, the  true  relation  which,  after  the  land  has  been  conveyed  to  the 
railway  company,  continues  to  exist  between  the  company  and  the 
mine  owner.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  decision  of  the  Court 
below  is  right;  and  I  entirely  concur  with  my  noble  and  learned 
friends,  that  the  judgment  must  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 
Lords'  Journals,  ISth  March,  1867. 

Attorneys  for  the  plaintiflfe  in  error ;  Maples  A  Teesdale. 

Attorneys  for  the  defendants  in  error:  Hollings,  Sharpe  &  Ulli- 
thome. 
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ACTION. 
See  Public  Hbalth  Act,  I. 
On  foreign  jadgment 

1.  In  an  action  on  a  contract  where  the 
question  at  issae  has  no  relation  to  the  manner 
of  performing  the  contract,  or  to  the  ooneequen- 
oes  of  non-performance,  and  relates  entirely 
to  the  effect  of  the  transaction  at  the  place 
where  it  was  entered  into,  the  liability  of  the 
defendant  mnst  he  determined  by  the  lex  loci 
eontractfts.  Seott  r.  Pilktngton,  Ifunroe  y. 
PilkingUm,  11 

2.  Where  an  action  is  brought  on  a  Judg- 
ment obtained  in  a  foreign  Court,  the  pendency 
of  an  appeal  in  the  foreign  Court  against  that 
judgment  is  no  bar  to  the  action ;  although  it 
may  afford  ground  for  the  equitable  interpo- 
sition  of  the  English  Court  in  which  the  action 
is  brought  to  prevent  the  possible  abuse  of  its 
process,  and  on  proper  teems  to  stay  exeoution. 

Id. 

S.  Concessum,  that  the  judgment  of  a  for- 
eign Court  having  jurisdiction  over  the  subject- 
matter  cannot  be  questioned  here,  on  the 
ground  that  the  foreign  Court  has  mistaken 
the  law  of  its  own  country,, or  has  come,  on  the 
evidence,  to  an  erroneous  conclusion  as  to  the 
facts. 

4.  In  an  action  on  a  judgment  obtained  by 
the  plaintiff  against  the  defendant  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  New  York,  the  defendant  plead- 
ed that  the  judgment  was  erroneous  according 
to  the  law  of  New  York,  and  was  liable  to  be 
reversed,  and  that  he  was  prosecuting  proceed- 
ings in  appeal,  which  were  then  pending ;  and 
be  set  ont  the  record  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
original  suit  there,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
the  cause  had  been  referred  by  order  of  the 
Court,  not  to  a  private  arbitrator  selected  by 
the  parties,'  but  to  an  oflleer  of  the  Court  di- 
rected to  ascertain  the  facts,  who  found  certain 
facts,  with  a  certain  oonelosion  of  law  from 
them,  and  judgment  was  given  accordingly  in 
llsvour  of  the  plaintiff;  although  the  same  con- 
clusion would  not  have  followed  by  the  English 
B.  A  8.  YOL.,  II. — 82 


law  had  the  same  facts  l>een  found  to  hare  oo- 
ourred  here :  held,  that  the  plea  was  no  aaswet 
to  the  action.  Id, 

AGENT. 
See  Lbasb. 

AGREEMENT. 
See  Mabtxb  ahd  Sbrtaht,  L  III, 

ALB  HOUSE  LICENSE. 
See  LiCRRsx,  Alx  Houbs. 

ANIMALS,  CARRUGB  OF. 
See  Railway  Compaht,  I. 

*         APPEAL. 

When  the  decision  of  the  Court  below  is 
affirmed  on  appeal,  the  Judges  of  the  Exche- 
quer Chamber  being  equally  divided,  the  suc- 
cessful party  is  not  entitled  to  costs.  Arch«r 
V.  Jawtg9,  01 

Against    foreign    judgment.     See    BomittH 

JUDOMBRT. 

At  Quarter  Sessions.  See  Qvartbb  Sbbbiohb. 
From  justices,  under  20  A  31  Vict  e.  43,  s.  8. 
On  an  appeal  from  justices  under  stat.  20  A 
21  Viet  c  43,  the  case  was  sent  back  to  be  re- 
stated, and  ultimately  judgment  was  given  for 
the  appellant  with  costs.  On  the  taxation,  the 
Master  allowed  to  the  appellant  the  eosts  of 
preparing  the  case  beyond  the  fees  allowed  to 
the  clerk  of  the  justices  by  sect  3  and  schedule 
(A.),  and  also  the  costs  of  amending  the  ease. 
Held,  that  the  taxation  was  right  Olover, 
appellant,  Booth,  respondent,  807 

ARBITRATORS. 
See  Public  Hbaltb  Act,  1. 

ARREST. 

A  police  constable  who  makes  an  arreit 
under  a  warrant  firom  a  justioe  of  the  peaoe 
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AKREST. 


BURIAL  ACTS. 


for  disobedience  to  a  bastardy  order,  is  bound 
to  have  the  warrant  in  his  possession  at  the 
time ;  and  this  althoagh  the  warrant  was  in  the 
possession  of  his  superior  officer  at  the  station 
bouse,  and  although  the  officer  making  the  ar- 
rest was  not  called  on  to  show  it  Oalliard, 
appellant,  Laxton,  respondent,  363 

PriTilege  firom. 

.  On  the  final  hearing,  by  the  InsolTeni  Debt- 
ors  Goorty  of  the  case  of  a  party  who  had  peti- 
tioned it  for  relief,  the  case  was  adjourned 
sine  die,  and  protection  refused.  On  quitting 
the  Court,  the  insolvent  was  arrested  on  a  ca. 
'sa. :  held,  that  he  was  privileged  from  arrest 
Chauvin  y.  Altxander,  47 

ARTICLED  CLERK. 
See  Clbrk,  Articled. 

ARTICLES. 
AisigiUMnt  ot    See  Clerk,  Articled,  L 
Omission  to  stamp.    See  Clerk,  Articled,  II. 

ASSIGNMENT  OF  ARTICLES. 
See  Clerk,  Articled,  L 

ASYLUM. 
See  Pauper  Luhatic. 

ATTORNEY'S  LIEN. 
See  Costs,  II. 

AUDIT. 
See  Poor  Law  Audit. 

AUTHORITY,  REVOCATION  OP. 
The  defendant  leased  a  farm  to  the  plaintiff 
for  fourteen  years  by  deed,  reserving  rent  pay- 
able quarterly.  The  deed  contained  various 
clauses  by  which  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant 
agreed  respectively  to  do  certain  things,  and 
•concluded  with  the  following  clause:  ''And 
the  said  landlord  farther  agrees  and  orders  that 
ft.  K.,  or  his  appointed  agent,  is  to  receive  »1I 
Tents  from  the  tenant  at  all  times  when  it  be- 
'eomes  due  during  the  said  term  hereby  granted, 
and  his  receipt  to  be  a  full  and  sufficient  dis- 
•chArge  fVom  all  liability  thereof"  Held  that, 
:R.  K.  having  no  interest  in  the  rent,  the  agree- 
ment or  authority  for  him  to  receive  it  was  re- 
^vocable.      Venning  y.  Bray,  602 

AVERAGE  LOSS. 
See  Ihsurarce,  Marikb. 

BAD  CHARACTER. 
See  Prostitutbb. 

BANKRUPTCY. 
See  Scotch  Bahkruptct. 


BASTARDY  ORDER. 
See  Arrest. 

BILL  OF  LADING. 
See  Charter-party. 

BOARD  OF  GUARDIANS.  ' 

See  Clerk  to  Board  of  Guardiaei. 

BUILDING  SOCIETY. 

By  indenture  between  0.  W.  T.,  proprietor  of 
shares  in  a  Building  Society,  and  the  defendants 
trustees  of  the  Society,  reciting,  among  other 
things,  that  G.  W.  T.  had,  pursuant  to  the  rules 
of  the  Society,  agreed  to  pay  unto  the  Society 
for  the  term  of  fourteen  years,  the  quarterly  sum 
of  16/.  3«.  2d,  in  respect  of  his  shares;  and 
that  for  securing  the  quarterly  payments  be  bad 
agreed  to  execute  the  security  intended  to  be 
efFscted  by  that  indenture,  G.  W.  T.  conveyed  a 
bouse,  of  which  he  was  seised  in  fee,  to  the 
defendants  in  fee.  The  deed  contained  a  pro- 
viso for  quiet  enjoyment  by  G.  W.  T.  if  be  paid 
the  quarterly  sums,  Ac,  and  observed  the  rales 
of  the  Society  and  the  eovenanU  in  the  deed ; 
but  that  in  case  he  made  default  the  defendants 
might  enter,  and  lease  or  sell  the  house,  and 
out  of  the  proceeds  retain  the  amount  of  psy- 
ments  in  arrear,  Ac,  and  pay  the  surplus,  if 
any,  to  G.  W.  T. ;  and  a  clause  by  which  G.  W. 
T.  agreed  to  become  tenant  of  the  house  to 
the  defendants,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  or  other 
the  trustee  or  trustees  for  the  time  being  of 
the  Society,  thenceforth  during  their  will,  at 
the  clear  net  yearly  rent  of  66^,  payable  on  the 
usual  quarterly  days,  subject  to  the  power*  of 
distress  and  entry  for  non-payment  thereof,  nnd 
to  all  usual  remedies  as  in  leases  of  like  prop- 
erty. G.  W.  T.died  leaving  paymenU  in  ar- 
rears ;  the  defendants  distrained  upon  the  goods 
in  the  house,  which  was  in  the  occupation  of 
his  widow,  who  subsequently  took  out  admiois- 
tration.  Qumre,  whether  the  deed  created  the 
relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  between  tbe 
parties  ?  But  assuming  that  it  did,  held  that, 
the  tenancy  under  the  mortgage  being  at  most 
only  a  tenancy  at  will,  the  distress  was  not 
made  during  tbe  possession  of  the  tenant  from 
whom  th^  rent  became  due  within  the  proviso 
in  sect  7  of  stat  8  Ann.  c  4,  and  therefore  was 
not  justified  under  sect  6  of  that  Act  Turner 
v.  Bamee,  435 

BURIAL  ACTk 

By  Stat  15  A  18  Vict  c85,  ss.  10, 11,  ex- 
tended to  the  whole  of  England  by  stat  16  A  17 
Vict  c.  134,  tbe  vestry  of  any  parish,  haviof 
resolved  that  a  burial  ground  shall  be  provided 
for  the  parish,  shall  appoint  a  Burial  Board. 
By  sect  52  «<  Parish'  shall  mean  every  place 
having  separate  overseers  of  tbe  poor,  and  sepa- 
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CHARTER-PARTY.       881 


rfttely  maintaining  its  own  poor."  Manda- 
mus to  the  overseors  of  the  parish  of  W.,  re- 
citing that  a  Burial  Board  had  heen  appointed 
for  that  parish,  commanded  them  to  pay  out  of 
the  poor  rates  of  the  parish  the  expenses  in- 
curred hjr  that  Board.  Return :  that,  in  1840, 
before  the  constitution  of  the  Burial  Board  for 
the  parish  of  W.,  that  parish  had  been,  under 
Stat.  68  G.  3,  c.  45,  divided  into  three  separate 
parishes  for  all  ecclesiastical  purposes ;  but  did 
not  show  that  either  of  the  new  parishes  had 
appointed  a  Burial  Board  under  stat.  20  A  21 
Vict  c.  81,  s.  5.  Held  no  answer.  The  Queen 
T.  Overeeere  of  WaUott,  565 

II.  Stat  20  A  21  Viet  o.  81,  s.  6,  enacts 
that  the  Tcstry  of  any  parish,  new  parish,  town- 
ship, or  other  district  not  separately  maintain- 
ing its  own  poor,  and  which  has  no  separate 
burial  ground,  may  appoint  a  Burial  Board; 
and  such  vestry,  and  the  JInrial  Board  ap- 
pointed by  it,  shall  exercise  and  have  all  the 
powers  which  they  might  have  exercised  and 
had  if  such  parish,  new  parish,  township  or 
district  had  had  a  separate  burial  ground  be- 
fore sUt  18  A  19  Vict  c.  128;  provided  that 
all  the  powers  of  any  other  vestry  and  Burial 
Board,  if  any,  shall  then  cease  and  determine, 
so  far  as  relates  to  such  parish,  new  parish, 
township  or  district  A  mandamus,  reciting 
that  the  parish  of  W.  had  been  divided  into 
three  parishes  for  ecclesiastical  purposes,  and 
that  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  6t  8.,  being 
one  of  them,  had  appointed  a  Burial  Board, 
and  resolved  that  a  burial  ground  should  be 
provided,  and  that  the  Burial  Board  should  be 
authorized  to  incur  expenses  for  that  purpose, 
and  that  the  Burial  Board  had  certified  that 
49^  5$.  9d.  was  required  for  defraying  expenses 
incurred,  and  directed  the  overseers  of  the  par- 
ish of  W.  to  pay  such  sum  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Burial  Board  ,*  commanded  the  overseers  to  pay 
or  raise  the  said  sutn  according  to  the  certifi- 
cate. Return  :  that,  before  the  meeting  of  the 
Ycstry  of  St  S.  for  determining  whether  a  bu- 
rial ground  should  be  provided  for  that  parish, 
a  Burial  Board  was  appointed  for  the  original 
parish  of  W.  Held  no  answer ;  as  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Burial  Board  for  the  original  par- 
ish did  not  prevent  the  ecclesiastical  parish 
of  St  S.  from  appointing  a  separate  Burial 
Board  under  stat  20  A  21  Vict  c.  81,  s.  6. 
The  Queen  v.  Ooereeere  of  Waleot  Sl  Snithin, 

571 

III.  SUt  18  A  19  Vict  c.  128,  s.  18,  which 
enacts  that  in  every  case  in  which  any  order  in 
council  is  issued  for  the  discontinuance  of  bu- 
rials in  any  churchyard  or  burial  ground,  the 
Burial  Board  or  Churchwardens  shall  maintain 
such  churchyard  or  burial  ground  of  any  parish 
in  decent  order,  and  also  do  the  necessary  re- 
pair of  the  walls  and  other  fences  thereof,  and 
the  expenses  shall  be  repaid  by  the  overseers, 
upon  the  certificate  of  the  Burial  Board  or 
Churchwardens,  out  of  the  poor  rate  of  the  par- 


ish or  place  in  which  such  churchyard  or  bu- 
rial ground  is  situate,  unless  there  shall  be  some 
other  Aind  legally  chargeable  with  such  ex- 
penses, does  not  apply  to  a  burial  ground  which 
is  not  a  burial  ground  of  any  parish,  but  is  the 
property  of  private  persons:  affirming  the 
judgment  of  the  Queen's  Bench.  The  Queen  v.* 
Burial  Board  of  St  John,  Weetgate,  703 

rV.  lYhere  two  parishes  or  places  each  main- 
taining its  own  poor,  are  united  together  for 
ecclesiastical  purposes,  a  Burial  Board  for  the 
whole  district,  appointed  by  the  vote  of  the 
vestry,  or  meeting  in  the  nature  of  a  r^try,  is 
properly  constituted,  by  virtue  of  stat  18  A  19 
Vict  c.  128,  read  in  connection  with  stat.  15 
A  18  Vict  c.  85 :  although  this  would  have  been 
otherwise  under  the  15  A  16  Vict  c  86.  .  The 
Queen  v.  Overeeere  of  Coleehill,  825 

V.  In  such  a  case,  in  the  contract  for  pro- 
viding for  the  expenses  of  the  burial  ground, 
the  Burial  Board  ought  to  fix  the  sum  payable 
once  for  all ;— not  to  fix  one  definite  proportion 
for  the  amount  to  which  each  of  the  two  par- 
ishes or  places  is  to  be  chargeable  in  ibture: 
although  this  also  would  have  been  otherwise 
under  the  former  Act  fd, 

VI.  In  such  a  case,  where  money  is  borrowed 
by  the  Burial  Board  towards  the  expenses  of 
providing  the  burial  ground,  the  deed  should 
charge  the  sum  borrowed  upon  the  future  rates 
of  the  one  part  of  the  parish,  and  also  upon  the 
future  rates  of  the  other  part  Id, 

BURIAL  BOARDS. 
See  Burial  Acts. 

CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACT. 
See  Railway  Compaiit,  I. 

CAPIAS. 
The  defendant  being  about  to  leave  this  coun- 
try for  New  Zealand,  was  arrested  on  a  capias 
under  stat  1  A  2  Vict  c.  110,  s.  3.  The  plain- 
tiff had  proved  his  debt  in  Scotland ;  and  a  war- 
rant of  protection  had  been  granted  to  the  de- 
fendant for  a  limited  period,  which  had  not 
elapsed  when  he  was  arrested :  held,  that  the 
defendant  was  not  entitled  to  be  discharged. 
l>ii<toM  V.  Haltey,  748 

CARRIAGE  OF  ANIMAL& 
See  Railwat  Company,  I. 

CARRIER. 
See  Gunpowder.    Railway  Coxpant. 

CHARTER-PARTY. 

Declaration  stated  that,  by  charter-party  be- 
tween  the  plaintiffs  (owners  of  the  ship  P.)  and 
the  defendant  (a  merchant  at  Liverpool),  it  was 
agreed  that  the  ship  should  receive  on  board 
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CLERK. 


from  the  defendant  a  cargo,  and  should  pro- 
oeed  to  C,  Ac,  and  there  deliTer  it  agreeably 
to  bills  of  lading ;  that  the  defendant  should 
deliver  the  cargo  alongside,  and  receive  it  at 
the  port  of  discharge ;  that  he  should  pay  a 
lump  sum  for  the  hire  of  the  vessel,  Ae. ;  and 
that  the  master  should  sign  bills  of  lading.  It 
then  alleged  that  the  defendant  put  up  the  ship 
as  a  general  ship ;  that  goods  were  shipped  by 
him,  and  eight  bills  of  lading* were  made  ^ut 
by  the  shippers  and  signed  by  the  captain; 
that  it  was  usual  at  Liverpool  for  the  shippers 
of  goods  by  vessels  to  malce  out  for  the  captain 
>  a  oorrect  copy  of  each  bill  of  lading ;  that  the 
shippers  made  out  copies  of  the  eight  bills  of 
lading  and  delivered  Uiem  to  the  defendant  for 
the  captain ;  that  the  defendant  kept  the  cap- 
tain's copies,  and  the  plaintiffs  had  no  copies, 
nor  was  it  in  their  power  to  obtain  copies  ex- 
cept from  the  defendant ;  that  it  was  necessary, 
as  the  defendant  well  knew,  for  the  purposes 
of  the  voyage,  and  to  secure  the  good»  from 
being  confiscated  abroad,  and  to  enable  the 
plaintiff's  to  deliver  them  to  the  consignees, 
that  a  consular  manifest  should  be  made  out  in 
which  an  accurate  account  and  description  of 
the  goods  included  in  the  eight  bills  of  lading 
should  be  given ;  and  that  it  was  necessary,  as 
the  defendant  well  knew,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  out  a  complete  and  accurate  consular 
manifest,  that  the  person  employed  to  make  it 
out  should  have  all  the  bills  of  lading  or  copies 
thereof:  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  defendant 
as  charterer,  and  under  the  charter-party,  upon 
request  of  the  owners  of  the  vessel,  to  band 
over  the  captain's  copies  of  the  bills  of  lading 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  a  complete  and 
accurate  consular  manifest  to  be  made  out ;  and 
that  the  defendant  was  required  by  the  plaintiffs 
to  hand  over  the  copies  to  K.,  their  agent  at 
Liverpool :  but  the  defendant  negligently,  im- 
properly and  carelessly  only  handed  over  to  K. 
copies  of  six  out  of  the  eight  bills  of  lading  as 
and  for  the  whole  of  the  bills  of  lading  relating 
to  the  goods  :  whereby  and  by  reason  of  such 
negligence,  improper  conduct  and  carelessness, 
an  incomplete  and  inaccurate  consular  manifest 
was  made  out.  Special  damage  was  averred. 
Held  by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and  af- 
firmed by  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  that  the 
declaration  was  bad  for  not  showing  that  either 
by  express  contract  or  mercantile  usage,  or 
from  circumstances,  there  was  a  duty  on  the 
defendant  to  hand  over  the  copies  of  the  bills 
of  lading  to  the  plaintiffs.    Dutton  v.  Powltt, 

174 

CHURCH  BUILDING  ACTS. 

L  Sect.  70  of  sUt  58  O.  3,  c.  45,  which  au- 
thorises rates  for  the  "repairs"  of  district 
churches,  includes  rates  **  to  be  raised  within 
the  district,  in  like  manner  as  in  case  of  repairs 
of  churches  by  parishes,"  for  the  expeuses 
necessary  for  the  due  performance  of  the  offices 
of  the  church,  as  well  as  for  the  repairs  uf  the 


fabric.     The  Q%ietn  v.   Coiui^ional  Oomrt  o/ 

London,  SS9 

II.  The  parish  of  L.  was  divided  into  three 

ecclesiastical  districts,  under  sect  31  of  stat  58 

0.  S,  c.  46,  and  subjact  to  the  provisions  of 
that  and  the  other  Church  Building  Acts ;  and 
one  of  such  districts  was  assigned  to  a  church 
called  the  church  of  St  B.,  built  under  the 
provisions  of  those  Acts  at  8.,  and  was  called 
the  district  parish  of  St  B.,  S.  A  rate  was 
made  in  form  **  for  and  towards  the  repairs  of 
the  district  parish  church  of  St  B.,  S.,"  but  in 
fact  for  other  necessary  expenses  also,  such  as 
lighting  and  washing,  and  stationery  for 
registers,  Ao,  Upon  a  rule  for  a  prohibition, 
held,  that  the  expenses  for  which  the  rate  was 
made  were  legaL  Id. 

CHURCH  RATE. 
See  Ran,  Crubcb. 

CHURCHWARDEN. 

I.  An  outgoing  churchwarden,  whose  year 
of  office  has  expired,  continues  in  ofllce  until 
his  successor  is  not  only  elected,  but  has  made 
the  declaration  substituted  for  the  oath  by 
Stat  5  A  6  W.  4,  c.  62,  s.  9.  Bray,  apptUant, 
Somer,  retpondent,  374 

IL  So  held  upon  an  information  for  not 
signing  the  jury  lists  pursuant  to  stat  6  G.  4, 
c.  60.  Id, 

CLERK. 

1.  Articled. 

1.  W.  was  articled  for  five  years  to  his  father, 
who  was  an  attorney.  After  part  of  the  time 
of  service  had  elapsed  the  father  died,  and  the 
articles  were  shortly  afterwards  assigned  to  C, 
who  was  also  an  attorney.  In  the  interval  be- 
tween the  death  of  the  father  and  the  assign- 
ment of  the  articles  W.  attended  regularly  at 
^he  office,  and  was  employed  in  the  business 
there.  The  Court  refused  to  allow  that  interval 
to  be  reckoned  as  part  of  the  five  years.  Ex 
partt  Walli;  416 

2.  The  applicant  had  been  for  several  years 
managing  clerk  to  an  attorney,  who  died, 
leaving  a  widow  and  son,  whose  service  under 
articles  to  his  father  bad  not  then  expired. 
The  business  was  carried  on  by  C,  an  attorney, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  family ;  and 
the  applicant  entered  into  the  service  of  C.  to 
assist  him  in  managing  the  business  for  their 
benefit  until  the  son  should  be  admitted  an 
attorney.  In  June,  1868»  the  applicant  was 
articled  to  the  son,  who  had  been  admitted  in 
the  same  year;  and  the  widow  promised  to 
pay  the  stamp  duty  as  an  acknowledgment  and 
recompense  for  his  services.  He  entered  into 
the  articles  upon  this  understanding,  and  did 
not  discover  that  the  duty  had  not  been  paid 
until  after  the  time  allowed  by  law  for  stamping 
and  enrolling  the  articles  had  expired.  In 
January,  1S62,  be  petitioned  the  Lords  of  the 
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Treasury,  who  directed  the  GommissioDers  of 
Inland  Revenue  to  stamp  the  arttdesy  on  pay- 
ment of  the  duty  and  penalty  under  stat  19  A 
SO  Viet.  c.  81,  s.  3,  and  the  articles  were 
atamped  accordingly.  The  Court  refused  to 
allow  the  service  under  the  articles  to  he  com- 
puted from  the  date  of  their  execution ;  Cock- 
burn,  C.  J.,  dubiUnte.     Ex  parf  BredtH,  649 

II.  To  Board  of  Guardians. 

1.  Under  stat.  6  A  7  W.  4,  e.  86,  s.  7,  the 
clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians  of  a  union 
created  under  stat  4  A  6  W.  4,  c.  76,  has  no 
right  to  be  Superintendent  Registrar  except  in 
the  case  of  the  first  appointment  after  stat.  6 
A  7  W.  4,  c.  86,  coming  into  operation ;  and  on 
any  subsequent  vacancy  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment is  in  the  board  of  guardians.  The  Queeti 
V,  Ae<uon,  795 

2.  W.  A.,  who  was  clerk  to  the  board  of 
guardians  of  a  union,  created  under  stat  4  A 
5  W.  4,  e.  76,  and  was  also  Superintendent 
Registrar  appointed  by  the  Registrar- General, 
under  sUL  7  W.  4  A  1  Vict  c.  22,  died  on  Jan- 
nary  4th,  1861.  On  the  17th  January,  the 
defendant  was  appointed  Superintendent  Reg- 
istrar by  the  board  of  guardians.  On  the  14th 
February,  the  relator  was  appointed  clerk  to 
the  board  of  guardians.  Upon  information  in 
the  nature  of  quo  warranto,  Held,  that  the 
defendant  was  duly  appointed  Superintendent 
Registrar.  Id, 

III.  Of  the  peace. 

By  The  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  6  A  6 
W.  4,  c.  76,  s.  103,  where  a  borough  has  a  sepa- 
rate Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  the  power  of 
appointing  the  clerk  of  the  peace  is  in  the 
Council  of  the  borough ;  and,  by  sect  105,  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  of  which  the  Recor- 
der is  sole  Judge,  "shall  have  cognisance  of 
all  crimes,  offences,  and  matters  whatsoever 
cognisable  by  any  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
of  the  peace  for  counties;"  provided,  among 
other  things,  that  no  Recorder,  by  virtue  of 
his  office,  shall  have  power  "  to  exercise  any 
of  the  powers  herein  specially  vested  in  the 
Council."  Held,  that  the  power  of  removing 
the  clerk  of  the  peace  was  in  the  Recorder. 
7*A«  <^ii€e»  V.  Hatfward,  585 

COLONY,  DISCHARGB  UNDER  LAW  OF. 
Declaration  for  money  received,  money  ]ent» 
money  paid,  interest,  and  on  accounts  stated. 
Plea,  that  the  defendant  was  resident  in  the 
Colony  of  Victoria,  and  that  the  debts  were 
contracted  within  the  Colony  of  Victoria,  and 
subject  to  the  laws  thisreof ;  and  that  the  defend- 
ant was  discharged  from  the  debts  by  the  insol- 
vent law  of  the  Colony.  Replication.  1.  That 
when  the  debts  were  contracted  the  plaintiff 
was  resident  at  L.  in  England,  and  that  at  the 
time  of  the  commencement  of  the  suit  the  de- 
fendant was  resident  in  England.  2.  That 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  contracts  by  which 


the  debts  became  payable,  they  ought  to  have 
been  paid  to  the  plaintiff  in  England.  Held 
that  the  replications  showed  no  answer; — be- 
cause the  first  admitted  that  the  debts  sued  on 
were  contracted  within  the  Colony  of  Victoria; 
and  the  second  did  not  show  that  they  were 
payable  in  England,  and  not  elsewhere.  Oar- 
diner  v.  Sougkion,  743 

•  COMMISSIONERS  OF  SEWERS. 

Stat  3  A  4  W.  4,  c.  22,  s.  13,  reciting  that 
doubts  had  arisen  whether  a  presentment  of  a 
jury  was  not  necessary  on  each  and  every 
occasion  to  repair  works  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  Commissioners  of  Sewers,  enacts  that  when- 
ever under  any  commission  a  jury  shall  have 
presented  that  any  person  is  liable  to  repair 
any  defence,  wall,  Ac,  in  respect  of  any  lands, 
Ac,  it  shall  not  afterwards,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  such  commission,  be  necessary  to  in- 
quire by  jury  and  obtain  a  presentment  upon 
any  subsequent  wants  of  reparation  of  the  same 
defences,  walls,  Ac,  but  such  person  so  present- 
ed, and  the  owners  and  occupiers  for  the  time 
being  of  such  lands,  Ac,  shall  be  liable  from 
time  to  time  to  repair  such  defences,  walls,  Ac, 
according  to  such  presentment;  and  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Commissioners  to  order  tha  same 
to  be  repaired  by  such  person  fVom  time  to 
time  during  the  continuance  of  such  commission 
accordingly.  Under  a  commission  issued  in 
1850,  a  jury  in  1851  presented  that  S.  A.,  being 
owner  of  lands  in  C.  Marshes,  was  liable  to 
repair  a  certain  sea  wall.  By  an  order  made 
in  1860  under  the  same  Commission^  upon  the 
evidence  of  the  marsh  bailiff,  that  the  defendant 
was  owner  of  the  C.  Marshes,  and  upon  the 
depositions  of  the  marsh  bailiff,  and  the  ex- 
penditor  and  an  indifferent  person,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  defendant  do  repair  the  sea 
wall  on  C.  Marshes.  Upon  certiorari,  held 
that  the  order  was  bad,  on  the  ground  that 
the  above  enactment  did  not  authorize  the 
Commissioners  to  make  the  order  without  a  - 
presentment  of  ownership  by  .a  jury ;  and  tem- 
bU,  per  Cock  burn,  C.  J.,  and  Crompton,  J.,  also 
on  the  ground  that  the  fact  of  want  of  repair 
of  the  sea  wall  had  not  been  ascertained  accord- 
ing to  law.     The  Queen  v.  Warton,  719 

COMPANY. 
See  BuiLDiNO  Socibty.    Railwat  Clausbb 

CoaSOLIDATIOR  ACT.      RAILWAY  CoM PAHY. 

COMPETENCY  OF  WITNESS. 
See  Eyidkrcb. 

CONDITION. 
Breach  of.     See  Deyisb. 
Unreasonable.    See  Railway  Coitpaht,  I. 

CONSTABLE,  POLICE. 
See  Arbbst. 
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COURT. 


CONSTRUCTIVE  TOTAL   LOSS. 
See  Mabirb  Inscbancb,  IL,  III. 

CONSULAR  MANIFEST. 
8m  Chabtbb-Pabtt. 

CONTINUANCE  IN   OFFICE. 
See  Cbubchwabdem. 

CORONER. 
See  Slahdbb. 

CORPORATE  OFFICE. 
See  Clbbk  of  tbe  Pbacb.    Cobtb,  V.  VI. 

COSTS. 

I.  When  the  decision  of  the  Court  helow  is 
affirmed  on  appeal,  the  Judges  of  the  Exche- 
quer Chamber  being  equally  divided,  the  suc- 
cessful party  is  not  entitled  to  costs.  Arch*!r 
T.  Jametf  61 

II.  After  verdict  a  rule  nisi  for  a  new  trial 
was  granted ;  and  on  the  hearing,  the  cause 
and  another  cause  between  the  same  parties 
then  pending  in  a  county  court,  and  all  mat- 
ters in  diflference  between  the  parties  to  those 
causes,  were  by  consent  referred  to  a  barrister, 
the  costs  of  the  causes  res|>ectiTeIy,  and  of  the 
rule,  to  abide  the  event,  and  the  co9ts  of  the 
reference  and  the  award  to  be  in  tbe  discretion 
of  the  arbitrator ;  tbe  attorney  for  the  plaintiff 
in  both  actions  being  the  same.  The  arbitralor 
decided  the  cause  in  this  Court  in  favour  of  the 
defendant,  and  the  cause  in  the  county  court 
in  favour  of  the  plaintiff,  with  damages  45/.  10« 
dd.,  and  gave  the  plaintiff  tbe  costs  of  the 
reforence,  and  divided  tbe  costs  of  his  award  : 
Held  that,  under  Reg.  Gen.  Hil.  2  W.  4,  r.  93, 
the  costs  of  the  cause  in  this  Court,  and  of 
the  rule,  could  not  be  set  off  against  the  money 
and  oosts  payable  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  other 
cause,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  lien  of  the  plain- 
tifTs  attorney,  as  they  were  not  **  interlocutory 
costs  in  the  same  suit,  awarded  to  the  adverse 
party,"  within  the  proviso  to  that  rule.  Littie 
rj^Pkilpottt,  383 

IIL  Arbitrators  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1848,  11  A  12  Vict  0.  63,  before  they 
entered  on  the  reference,  but  after  the  twenty- 
one  days  within  which,  by  sect  126,  they  ought 
to  make  their  award,  appointed  an  umpire. 
By  sect  127,  the  oosts  are  in  the  discretion  of 
the  umpire,  and  the  submission  may  be  made  a 
rule  of  Court  The  umpire  awarded  the  amount 
of  compensation  to  be  made  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
that  the  costa  of  the  reference  should  be  paid  by 
the  Local  Board  of  Health.     Held, 

1.  That  the  appointment  of  the  umpire  was 
not  too  late. 

2.  Per  Cockburn,  C.  J.,  Blackburn  and  Mel- 
lor,  JJ.,  Crompton,  J.,  dissentiente,  that  an 
action  could  not  be  brought  for  the  costs  until 


they   had  been   taxed.     Holdneorlk  r.  Bar- 
•AaiH,  480 

IV.  Where  a  plaintiff  in  an  action  in  one  of 
the  superior  Courts  proves  a  debt  exceeding 
20/.,  and  the  defendant  proves  a  set-off,  which 
reduces  the  verdict  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  20/., 
the  plaintiff  "  recovers"  the  balance  only  within 
the  meaning  of  the  County  Court  Act,  13  ft  14 
Vict.  0.  61,  R.  11,  tmi  therefore  is  not  entitled 
to  costs.     Beard  v.  Perry,  49S 

V.  Information  in  the  nature  of  a  quo  war- 
ranto alleged  that  the  defendant*  within  the 
town  of  B.,  in  the  county  of  M.,  exercised, 
without  legal  warrant,  the  office  of  mayor ;  and 
together  with  0.  R.  and  J.  J.,  tbe  powers  and 
privileges  of  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name 
and  description  of  the  Mayor  and  Bailiffs  of  the 
Borough  of  B.  The  defendant  suffered  judg- 
ment by  default  Held,  that  the  relator  was 
entitled  to  costs  under  stat.  9  Ann.  e.  20,  s.  5. 
Lloyd  V.  Tke  Queen  {in  error),  656 

VI.  Qtutre,  whether  stat  9  Ann.  c  20,  does 
not  extend  to  cases  in  which  a  defendant  hu 
claimed  to  exercise  a  corporate  office,  whether 
there  is  a  corporation  or  not  ?  Id. 

VIL  On  an  appeal  from  justices  under  stat  20 
ft  21  Vict  c  43,  the  case  was  sent  back  to  be  re- 
stated, and  ultimately  judgment  was  given  for 
the  appellant  with  costs.  On  the  taxation,  the 
Master  allowed  to  tbe  appellant  the  oosts  of 
preparing  the  case  beyond  the  fees  allowed  to 
the  clerk  of  the  justices  by  sect  3  and  schedule 
(A.),  and  also  the  costs  of  amending  tbe  ease. 
Held,  that  the  taxation  was  right  Olover, 
appellant,  Booth,  respondent,  807 

VIII.  In  an  action  on  a  policy  of  insurance 
in  the  ordinary  form,  with  the  common  memo- 
randum, on  a  share  in  The  Atlantic  Telegraph 
Company,  alleging  a  total  loss  of  the  cable  by 
perils  of  the  seas ;  the  defendant  pleaded  that 
the  subject-matter  of  the  insurance  was  not, 
nor  was  any  part  thereof,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  tbe  risk  covered  by  the  policy,  lost  by 
the  perils  insured  against,  or  any  of  tbeok 
Issue  having  been  joined  on  this  plea,  the 
plaintiff  recovered  in  respect  of  a  small  portion 
of  the  cable  only,  the  rest  not  having  been  lost 
by  the  perils  insured  against,  the  damages  on 
the  portion  recovered  exceeding  3/.  per  cent 
on  the  value  of  the  policy.  Held  that  tbe 
plea  might  be  taken  distributively,  and  that 
the  verdict  should  accordingly  be  entered  for 
the  defendant  as  to  all  the  claim  except  so  far 
as  related  to  the  loss  of  the  portion  of  the  cable 
on  which  the  plaintiff  succeeded.  Pattrton  v. 
Harrie,  814 

COUNTY  COURT. 

See  Costs,  IV. 

COURT. 
I.   Insolvent  Debtors.    See  Abbest,  Pbiti- 

LBOR  FBOX. 

I II.  County.    See  Costs,  IV. 
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CREDIT,  MUTUAL. 
See  Mutual  Crbdit. 

CRIMINAL  CASES. 
BeoogniBanoea  in.    See  Statutb  or  Frauds, 
L 

DAMAGES. 

See  Death  by  Nkgligbkcb. 

DEATH  BY  NEGLIGENCE. 

I.  An  action  on  9  A  10  Viet  o.  93,  is  main- 
tainable in  eases  where  none  conld  have  been 
maintained  by  the  deceased  if  he  had  snirived 
the  effects  of  the  iitjary :  as  the  condition  in 
the  statute  that  the  action  eonid  have  been 
maintained  bj  the  deceased  if  death  had  not 
ensued,  has  reference  not  to  the  nature  of  the 
loss  or  iqjnry  sustained,  but  to  the  circumstan- 
ces under  which  the  bodily  ii^ury  arose,  and 
the  nature  of  the  wrongful  act,  neglect,  or  de- 
fault complained  of.  Pym,  admini$tratrixy  r. 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  769 

IL  Conoessum,  that  in  such  an  action,  the 
damages  must  be  based  on  pecuniary  loss  alone. 

Id. 

III.  The  extinction  of  a  reasonable  expec- 
tation of  pecuniary  adrantage  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  life  of  the  deceased,  is  a  suffi- 
cient damage  to  maintain  such  an  aetion.    Id, 

IV.  Where  the  party  killed  was  possessed  of 
personalty  to  the  amount  of  about  3400/.,  and 
was  tenant  for  life  of  an  estate  in  land,  worth 
nearly  4000X.  a^year,  with  remainder  to  bis 
eldest  son  in  tail,  and  by  settlement  a  jointure 
of  1000/.  a  year  was  settled  on  his  wife,  and 
20,000/.  secured  to  the  younger  children  on  his 
death,  and  the  deceased  died  intestate ;  held, 
that  the  widow  and  younger  children  had  a 
sofficient  expectation  of  pecuniary  interest  from 
the  continuance  of  his  life  to  render  its  loss  the 
ground  of  an  action.  Id. 

V.  In  that  ease,  the  Jury  having  given 
13,000/.  damages,  t.  e.  1000/.  for  the  widow  and 
1500/.  for  each  of  the  younger  children  :  held, 
that  this  was  excessive,  and  that  the  damages 
for  each  of  the  childreA  ought  to  be  reduced  to 
1000/.  Id, 

DEED. 
Mortgage.    See  Buildiho  Sooibtt. 
Title.    See  Dktihub. 

DEPARTURE. 
See  Plbading,  L 

DETINUE. 

Declaration  in  detinue  for  title  deeds.  Plea, 
that  the  deeds  were  intrusted  to  and  deposited 
with  the  defendant  by  one  G.,  deceased ;  that 
the  plaintiff  claimed  the  right  to  the  possession 
of  them  as  devisee  under  the  will  of  G. ;  that 
the  detention  was  a  loss  of  them  by  the  defend- 


ant before  the  death  of  G.,  and  that  the  de- 
fendant never  had  possession  of  them  since  the 
death  of  G.  On  demurrer  to  this  plea :  Held 
by  Wightman,  J.,  that  the  plea  was  bad,  as  it 
did  not  allege  that  the  deeds  were  destroyed ; 
and,  therefore,  assuming  that  they  were  still 
existing  and  as  the  property  in  them  was 
vested  by  the  devise  in  the  plaintiff,  he  might 
maintain  detinue:  Held  by  Blackburn,  J., 
that  the  plea  was  good,  as  it  did  not  admit  that 
the  defendant  had  possession  of  the  deeds  since 
they  were  the  plaintiff's.     Ooodman  v.  Boycott, 

1 
DEVISE. 

A  testatrix  by  her  will,  after  giving  several 
legacies,  some  of  which  were  legal  and  others 
were  void  as  being  contrary  to  the  Mortmain 
Act,  9  G.  2,  c.  36,  proceeded  as  follows :  "  I 
give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  T.  M.  W.  all  my 
real  estates,  both  freehold  and  copyhold,  and 
all  the  residue  of  my  personal  estate  and  effects, 
to  hold  to  him  the  said  T.  M.  W.,  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  for  ever, 
upoq  this  express  condition,  that  if  my  per- 
sonal estate  should  be  insufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose, he  or  they  do  and  shall,  within  twelve 
months  after  my  ^decease,  pay  and  discharge  all 
and  every  the  legacies  hereinbefore  bequeathed. 
And  I  feel  confident  that  he  will  comply  with 
my  wish,  it  being  my  particular  desire  that  all 
the  above  legacies  shall  be  paid.  And  I  do 
hereby  charge  and  make  chargeable  all  my 
said  real  and  personal  estate,  with  the  payment 
of  the  aforesaid  legacies  and  bequests."  The 
testatrix  nominated  and  appointed  W.  S.  and 
A.  C.  executors  and  trustees  of  her  will ;  and 
the  will  contained  the  ordinary  clauses  for  the 
protection  of  trustees.  There  were  codicils  of 
subsequent  dates  which  did  not  vary  the  dis- 
position of  the  will.  The  personal  estate  was 
insufficient  foT  the  payment  of  the  legacies, 
and  T.  M.  W.  did  not,  within  twelve  months 
after  the  decease  of  the  testatrix,  pay  any  of 
them.  Held,  by  this  Court  and  affirmed  by 
the  Exchequer  Chamber,  that  the  words  **  upon 
express  condition'*  did  not  create  a  condition 
for  breach  of  which  the  heir  might  enter;  but 
created  a  trust  which  the  defendant,  taking 
the  legal  estate,  would  in  equity  be  bound  to 
perform.     Wright  y,  Wilkin,  232 

DEVISEE. 
See  Dbtihdb. 

DISCHARGE  UNDER  LAW  OF  COLONY. 
See  Colony. 

DISTRESS. 
See  BuiLDiaa  Socibtt. 

DISTRIBUTIVE  ISSUE. 
See  CoBTt,  VII 
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DISTRICT  PARISH. 
An  incombeoi,  owner  of  a  tithe  rent  charge, 
who  Toluntarily  endows  a  District  parish 
formed,  for  spiritnal  purposes,  out  of  part  of 
his  own  parish,  by  granting  to  the  minister  of 
inch  new  District  parish  a  rent  charge  charged 
on  the  tithe  rent  charge,  is  not  entitled,  in  an 
assessment  to  the  poor  rate,  to  claim  a  deduc- 
tion from  the  total  amount  of  tithe  rent  charge 
in  respect  of  the  portion  which  he  has  thus 
granted  away.  XawrcNce,  appellant,  0ver9eer§ 
o/  Tollfhuni  Knighttf  respondents,  53.3 

See  BcRiAL  Acts,  I.  II.  IV. 
Church  BuxLoiNa  Acts. 

DOCK. 
Company.    See  Nbgligbhch. 
Rating  of.    See  Local  Ooybhvvhrt  Act. 

EVIDENCE. 

On  the  hearing  of  an  information  before  two 
justices  of  the  peace,  preferred  under  the  9  G. 
4,  c.  81,  against  a  person  licensed  to  sell  excis- 
able liquors  by  retail,  for  that  he  did  *<  unlaw- 
fully and  knowingly  permit  and  suffer  persons 
of  notoriously  bad  character  to  assemble  and 
meet  together  in  his  bouse  and  premises  :"  held, 

1.  That  the  defendant  was  not  a  competent 
witness. 

2.  It  having  been  prored  that  on  the  occasion 
in  question  a  number  of  prostitutes  (fourteen 
at  the  least)  assembled  and  met  together  at  the 
house  of  the  defendant,  that  it  was  admissible 
eridenoe  against  him  that  on  a  proTious  occa- 
sion several  of  the  fame  prostitutes  assembled 
and  met  together  at  his  house.  Parker, 
appellant,  Oreen,  respondent,  299 

FOREIGN  JUDGMENT. 

I.  Where  an  action  is  brought  on  a  Judg- 
ment obtained  in  a  foreign  Court,  the  pendency 
of  an  appeal  in  the  foreign  Court  against  that 
Judgment  is  no  bar  to  the  action  ;  although  it 
may  afford  ground  for  the  equitable  interp6- 
sition  of  the  English  Court  in  which  the  action 
is  brought  to  prevent  the  possible  abuse  of  its 
process,  and  on  proper  terms  to  stay  execution. 
Scott  V.  Pxlkington,     Munro  T.  Pilkinytou,  11 

II.  Concessum,  that  the  Judgment  of  a  for- 
eign Court  havingjurisdiction  over  the  subject- 
matter  cannot  be  questioned  here,  on^  the 
ground  that  the  foreign  Court  has  mistaken 
the  law  of  its  own  country,  or  has  come,  on  the 
evidence,  to  an  erroneous  conclusion  as  to  the 
facts.  rd, 

III.  In  an  action  on  a  Judgment  obtained  by 
the  plaintiff  against  the  defendant  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  New  York,  the  defendant  plead- 
ed that  the  Judgment  was  erroneous  according 
to  the  law  of  New  York,  and  was  liable  to  be 
reversed,  and  that  he  was  prosecuting  proceed- 
ings in  appeal,  which  were  then  pending;  and 


he  set  out  the  record  of  the  prooeedings  in  the 
original  suit  there,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
the  cause  had  been  referred  by  order  of  thf 
Court,  not  to  a  private  arbitrator  selected  by 
the  parties,  but  to  an  officer  of  the  Court  di- 
rected to  aaeertatn  the  facts,  who  found  eertaio 
facts,  with  a  certain  conclusion  of  law  from 
them,  and  Judgment  was  given  accordingly  in 
favour  of  the  plaintiff;  although  the  same  coo- 
dusion  would  not  have  followed  by  the  Englbb 
law  had  the  same  facts  been  found  to  have  oc- 
curred here :  held,  that  the  plea  was  no  answer 
to  the  action.  Id. 

.FRAUDS,  STATUTE  OF. 
See  Statute  of  Frauds. 

GENERAL  DEMURRER. 
See  PucADiirG,  I. 

GUARDIANS,  BOARD  OF. 
See  Clerk  to  Board  of  Guabdiavs. 

GUNPOWDER,  KEEPING. 

Where  several  packages  of  gunpowder, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  300  lbs.  weight, 
were  sent  by  different  persons  to  a  warehouse 
in  the  metropolis  belonging  to  *  carrier  and 
licensed  oarman,  as  a  temporary  halting  placs 
in  their  transit,  until  they  should  afterwards 
be  forwarded  by  country  oarriers  to  their  seve- 
ral destinations :  held,  that  this  was  not  sd 
unlawful  having  or  keeping  of  gunpowdei 
within  12  G.  3,  c.  61,  s.  It.  Biggt,  appellant, 
Mitehell,  respondent^  623 

HAWKERS'  ACT. 
A  person  who  resided  in  L.,  brought  a  qutn* 
tity  of  drapery  goods  from  thence  to  H ,  wbick 
he  said  were  the  remains  of  the  stock  of  a  Com- 
pany, and  there  sold  them  without  a  license: 
Held,  that  he  was  subject  to  the  duty  imposed 
by  stat  50  G.  3,  c.  41,  s.  8,  as  <*  a  trading  per- 
son going  from  town  to  town,"  and  therefors 
was  liable  to  be  convicted  under  sect  17.  Jfaa- 
§ott,  appellant,  Hopt,  respondent,  498 

HIGHWAY. 

I.  By  sect  73  of  stat.  5  A  6  W.  4,  e.  50,  if 
any  matter  or  thing  shall  be  laid  upon  a  high- 
way so  as  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  shaJl  not»  after 
notice  given  by  the  surveyor,  Ac,  be  forthwith 
removed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  surveyor, 
Ac,  by  order  of  a  justice,  to  clear  the  highway 
by  removing  the  said  matter  or  thing,  and  to 
dispose  of  the  same.  Upon  an  application  for 
an  order  under  the  above  section  against  a 
person  through  whose  land  a  road  passed; 
held,  that  the  Justices  had  Jurisdiction  to  ti? 
whether  the  locus  in  quo  was  a  highway  or 
only  an  occupation  road.      Williami  v.  Adum*f 
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II.  Where  aa  erection  or  exoaTation  eziats 
apon  land,  and  the  land  on  which  it  ezistSy  or 
to  which  it  is  contiguoasy  is  dedicated  to  the 
public  as  a  highway,  the  dedication  |nast  be 
taken  to  be  made  to  the  public  and  accepted 
by  them,  subject  to  the  incouTenienee  or  risk 
arising  from  the  existing  state  of  things. 
Fi9her  y.  Prow,     Cooper  t.  Walker,  770 

Nuisance  to. 

I.  A  person,  without  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
menty  but  with  the  concurrence  of  and  by  virtue 
of  a  contract  with  the  vestry  of  the  parish, 
laid  down  in  one  of  the  streets  of  the  metropo- 
lis a  double  line  of  tramways  on  which  omni- 
buses of  a  peculiar  construction  plied  for  hire. 
These  tramways  were  dangerous  and  incon- 
renient  to  many  of  the  public,  as  the  wheels 
of  vehicles  skidded  when  crossing  the  tramway, 
and  horses  which  put  their  feet  upon  it  were 
atartled:  held, 

1.  That  this  was  a  public  nuisance,  even 
though  those  tramways  might  be  for  the  con- 
Tenienoe  of  the  public  generally. 

3.  That  what  was  here  done  could  not  be 
looked  on  as  a  mode  of  paving  the  street,  and 
oonaequently  not  within  the  powers  eon- 
ferred  on  vestries  by  The  Metropolis  Local 
Management  Act,  18  k  19  VicL  o.  120,  s.  98. 
The  Queen,  v.  Train,  640 

XL  The  defendant  oooupied  a  house  a^oin- 
ing  to  a  public  street,  with  a  cellar  belonging 
to  it,  which  cellar  had  existed  before  the  de- 
Ibndant  had  anything  in  the  house.  The 
mouth  of  this  cellar  opened  into  the  footway 
of  the  street  by  a  trap  door.  During  the  day 
this  trap  door  was  open,  but  at  night  it  was 
dosed  by  a  flap,  which  slightly  projected  above 
the  footway,  and  it  had  so  projected  as  long  as 
living  memory  went  back.  The  plaintiif, 
coming  along  the  footway  at  night,  stumbled 
over  this  flap,  fell,  and  sustained  injury,  for 
which  he  brought  an  action.  Held,  that  the 
jury  ought  to  draw  the  conclusion  that  the 
eellar  flap  had  existed  as  long  as  the  street, 
and  that  the  dedication  of  the  way  to  the 
pnblie  was  with  the  cellar  flap  in  it,  and  sub- 
ject to  its  being  continued  there ;  and,  there- 
fore, that  the  defendant  was  not  liable,  as  the 
maintenance  of  such  an  ancient  cellar  flap  was 
not  unlawful.  FUher  r.  Provoee.  Cooper  v. 
Walker,  770 

III.  Declaration  for  negligently  and  im- 
properly placing  in  a  pnblie  street  certain 
steps,  so  that  the  same  were  an  obstruction  to 
persons  using  the  street,  and  dangerous  to  per- 
sons passing  along  it  at  night ;  and  averring 
that  the  plaintiff,  passing  along  the  street,  fell 
over  them  and  was  iigured.  Plea,  that  the 
street  was  subject  to  the  right  of  the  occupiers 
of  a  house  adjoining  it  to  have  steps  standing 
in  the  highway  and  leading  up  to  the  outer 
door  of  the  houfp,  all  persons  passing  along 
the  highway  being  entitled  to  pass  on  foot 
over  the  steps  as  a  part  of  the  highway,  whieh 


steps  were  part  of  the  house ;  that,  the  street 
being  lowered  under  The  Metropolis  Local 
Management  Act,  18  A  19  Vict.  o.  120,  the  old 
steps  were  necessarily  removed,  and  the  pre- 
sent steps  placed  in  their  room ;  that  the  new 
steps  were  placed  on  the  same  part  of  the 
highway  on  which  the  old  steps  had  stood,  and 
caused  no  greater  obstruction  or  danger'  than 
did  the  old  steps.  Held  that  the  plea  was  good, 
as  the  former  highway  was  subject  to  the  right 
on  the  part  of  the  occupiers  of  the  defendant's 
house  to  keep  these  steps  there,  and  the  low- 
ered highway  was  subject  to  a  similar  right. 

Id. 
Diversion  of. 

After  notice  and  grounds  of  appeal  against 
a  certificate  of  justices  for  the  diversion  of  a 
highway,  the  person  at  whose  instance  the  cer- 
tificate was  given  gave  notice  that  he  abandoned 
further  proceedings,  and  should  not  apply  to 
the  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  enrolment  of  the 
certificate.  The  appeal  was  entered,  and,  being 
called  on  and  no  one  appearing,  was  struck  out. 
Afterwards  on  the  same  day  the  appellant  ap- 
plied  for  costs  under  stat.  5  A  6  W.  4,  c.  60,  s. 
90,  by  which  the  Quarter  Sessions  are  author- 
ised and  required  to  award  to  the  party  giving 
or  receiving  notice  of  appeal  such  costs  and 
expenses  as  shall  be  incurred  in  prosecuting 
or  resisting  such  appeal,  whether  the  same 
shall  be  tried  or  not :  Held,  that  the  Quarter 
Sessions  were  bound  to  make  an  order  for  the 
costs.  The  Queen  v.  The  Juetieee  of  the  Weet 
Biding  of  Torkehire,  ^e.,  811 

HOLIDAYS. 
The  last  day  for  reseating  a  writ  of  summons, 
so  as  to  save  the  Statute  of  Limitations,  expired 
on  Saturday  the  28th  December,  within  the 
Christmas  holidays.  A  party  who  attended  at 
the  ofBoe  on  that  day  for  the  purpose  found  it 
shut,  and  the  officer  having  refused  to  reseal  the 
writ  on  the  following  Monday,  the  30th,  the 
.Court  refused  to  order  him  to  do  it  afterwards, 
nunc  pro  tuno.    Evane  v.  /onct,  46 

INCUMBENT. 
See  Rats,  Poor. 

INFORMATION. 
See  Mastbb  ahd  Sbrtart,  II. 
Withdrawal  of. 

Two  informations  were  laid  against  a  party, 
one  charging  him  with  the  rescue  of  a  person 
out  of  lawful  custody,  and  the  other  with  an 
assault  on  two  police  constables;  but  on. the 
party  being  brought  up  before  the  petty  ses- 
sions, the  first  of  these  informations  was  with- 
drawn: held,  that  this  was  no  valid  ground  of 
objection  to  proceeding  on  the  second  informa- 
tion*   OaUiardf  appellant,  LaxUm,  respondent, 

363 


Digitized  by 


Google 


888  INSOLVENT  DEBTORS'  COURT. 


LEASE. 


INSOLVBNT  DBBTORS'  COURT. 
6«e  Arbkbt,  Prxtilbgb  pbox. 

INSURANCE. 
See  Marinb  Ibbubahcb. 

.    INTERLOCUTORY  COSTS. 
See  CoBTSy  II. 

ISSUE. 
See  CosTB,  VIII. 

JUDGMENT,  FOREIGN. 
See  FoBBiGH  Judgbbht. 

'   JURISDICTION  OF  JUSTICES. 

See   HioBWAT.     Ratb,   Chubob,  III.,   IV. 
Pavpbb  Luhatio. 

JURY  LISTS,  SIGNING. 
See  Cbubcbwabdbb,  IL 

JUSTICES. 
JuriBdiotion   of.    See   Hiobwat,   I.    Rate, 

Cbubcb,  III.,  IV. 
Of  borough.    See  Pavpbb  Lunatic,  I.,  II. 

KEEPING  GUNPOWDER. 
See  GuvpowDEB. 

LANDLORD  AND  TENANT. 
See  BuiLDiMG  Societt. 

LANDS  CLAUSES  CONSOLIDATION  ACT. 

DeoUration  sUted  that  the  defendfintB,  a 
railway  Company,  ander  the  powers  of  their 
Aot,  took  for  the  purpoBOS  of  their  railway  a 
portion  of  a  highway  fh>iii  L.  to  W.,  and  oon- 
Btnicted  the  railway  acroBS  it,  aod  a  deviation 
road  and  bridge  oyer  the  railway,  and  by  the 
execution  of  the  railway  and  works  houBes  of 
the  plaintiif  were  iDJurioasly  affected  ;  and  Bet 
oat  proceedings  in  an  arbitration  under  The 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1846,  by 
which  the  umpire  appointed  by  the  arbitrators 
awarded  compensation  to  the  plaintiff.  Plea, 
setting  ont  the  form  of  the  appointment  of  the 
arbitrator  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  and 
the  award,  which  recited  the  notice  of  the 
plaintiff  to  the  defendants  that,  by  the  execu- 
tion of  the  railway  and  works,  they  had  inju- 
riously affected  certain  houses  of  which  the 
plaintiff  was  lessee,  being  four  houses  on  the 
highway,  and  eight  other  houses  which,  at  the 
time  of  the  execution  of  the  works,  were  in 
oourfle  of  erection  for  the  purpose  of  being  used 
as  dwelling-houses,  fronting  a  new  road  run- 
ning  at  right  angles  to  the  highway,  and 
found,  that  by  reason  of  the  obBtruction  of  the 
highway,  by  the  construction  of  the  railway 
across  the  same,  the  access  to  the  houses  of 


the  plaintiff  was,  notwithstanding  the  substitn- 
tion  of  the  deviation  road,  rendered  less  con- 
venient for  the  oecupiers,  and  many  personi 
would  be  prevented  from  passing  the  same,  and 
the  houses  had  thereby  been  rendered  less  suit- 
able for  being  used  and  occupied  as  shops,  and 
the  value  of  the  honsoB  had  been  greatlgr  dimia- 
ished.  On  demurrer,  held  by  this  Court,  and 
affirmed  by  'the  Exchequer  Chamber,  that  the 
houses  of  the  plaintiff  were  injuriously  affected 
within  The  Landa  Clauses  Consolidation  Act, 
1845,  8  A  9  Vict  c.  18,  s.  68,  and  The  EaU- 
ways  CUuses  Consolidaion  Act,  8  A  9  Viet  c 
20,  s.  6,  and  therefore  the  plaintiff  was  entiaed 
to  compeosation.  Chamberlain  v.  Tk*  Weti 
Eud  of  London  and  Crytal  Palace  Bailteajf 
Company,  M5 

LAW,  MISTAKE  OP. 

I.  Coneessum,  that  the  judgment  of  a  for- 
eign Court  having  jurisdiction  over  the  subject- 
matter  cannot  be  questioned  here,  on  the 
ground  that  the  foreign  Court  has  mistaken 
the  law  of  its  own  country,  or  has  come,  on  the 
evidence,  to  an  erroneous  condnsioB  as  to  the 
facts.  SeoH  V.  PilkingUm.  Munroe  v.  Pil- 
kington,  U 

II.  In  an  action  on  a  judgment  obtained  by 
the  plaintiff  against  the  defendant  in  the  6n- 
preme  Court  of  New  York,  the  defendant  plead- 
ed that  the  judgment  was  erroneous  according 
to  the  law  of  New  York,  and  was  liable  to  be 
reversed,  and  that  he  was  prosecuting  proceed- 
ings in  appeal,  which  were  then  pending;  and 
he  set  ont  the  record  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
original  suit  there,  by  which  it  appeared  tfatt 
the  cause  had  been  referred  by  order  of*  the 
Court,  not  to  a  private  arbitrator  selected  by 
the  parties,  but  to  an  officer  of  the  Court  di- 
rected to  ascertain  the  facts,  who  found  certain 
facts,  with  a  certain  conclusion  of  law  ftDm 
them,  and  judgment  was  given  accordingly  in 
favour  of  the  plaintiff;  although  the  same  con- 
clusion would  not  have  followed  by  the  English 
law  had  the  same  facts  been  found  to  have  oc- 
curred here  :  held,  that  the  plea  was  no  answer 
to  the  action.  Id. 

LEASE. 

The  defendant  leased  a  farm  to  the  plaintiff 
for  fourteen  years  by  deed,  reserving  rent  pay- 
able quarterly.  The  deed  contained  varioas 
clauses  by  which  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant 
agreed  respectively  to  do  certain  things,  and 
concluded  with  the  following  clause:  "And 
the  said  landlord  further  agrees  and  oi  Jers  that 
R.  K.,  or  his  appointed  agent,  is  to  receive  sU 
rents  from  the  tenant  at  all  times  when  it  be- 
comes due  during  the  said  term  hereby  granted, 
and  his  receipt  to  be  a  full  and  sufficient  dis- 
charge from  all  liability  thereof."  Held  tbst, 
R.  K.  having  no  interest  in  the  rent,  the  agree- 
ment or  authority  for  him  to  receive  it  wsb  re- 
vocable.    Venning  v.  Bray,  502 
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LEX   FORI. 

I.  Qaestions  of  prooedura  are  to  be  deter- 
mined bj  the  lex  fori,  not  by  the  lex  loci  oou- 
tnotds.     MaeFarlane  r.  Norris,  783 

IL  ShmbU,  that  set-off  is  matter  of  pro- 
eednre,  and,  at  aaoh,  determinable  bj  the  lex 
fori.  Id, 

LBX  LOCI  CONTRACTUS. 

I.  In  an  action  on  a  contract  where  the 
question  at  issue  has  no  relation  to  the  manner 
of  performing  the  contract,  or  to  the  conse- 
quences of  non-performance,  and  relates  entire- 
ly to  the  effect  of  the  transaction  at  the  place 
where  it  was  entered  into,  the  liability  of  the 
defendant  must  be  determined  by  the  lex  loci 
eontraotiis.  SeoU  r.  Pilkington,  Munroe  ▼. 
PUkington,  11 

IL  Questions  of  procedure  are  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  lex  fori,  not  by  the  lex  loci  con- 
traotds.     MaeFarlans  t.  NorrU,  783 

LICBNSS. 
Alehouse. 

A  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  at  an  annual 
licensing  meeting,  refused  to  renew  a  license 
to  keep  an  inn,  alehouse  and  yictualling  house 
under  stat.  9  O.  4,  c.  61,  on  the  ground  that 
the  applicant  declined  to  take  out  an  excise 
license  for  the  sale  of  spirits :  held,  that  this 
was  not  a  sufficient  legal  ground  for  such  re- 
fusaL     The  Queen  r.  Sylvetter,  322 

Excise.    See  Prostitutis. 
Hawker's.    See  Hawkirb'  Act. 

LIEN  OF  ATTORNET. 
See  Costs,  II. 

LIMITATIONS,  STATUTE  OF. 
See  Statutb  op  Limitatiohs. 

LISTS,  JURY,  SIONINQ.      ^ 
See  CHURCHWARDiir. 

LOCAL  ACT. 
See  Rati,  Church,  3. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT. 
L  The  Newport  Dock  Company,  incorporated 
UBder  staL  6  A  8  W.  4,  e.  Ixxv.,  were  the  own- 
ers and  occupiers  of  a  dock  for  the  reception 
of  ships,  with  quays,  warehouses,  cranes, 
weighing  machines  and  other  works,  and  also 
of  railways  or  tramroads  for  transporting 
traffic  to  and  from  the  dock,  and  communicating 
with  their  warehouses  and  with  other  railways. 
The  railways  or  tramroads  were  made  under 
the  powers  of  their  Aet,  and  were  free  to  the 
public  on  payment  of  certain  tolls.  By  the 
Looal  GoTernment  Aet,  1858,  21  A  22  Vict.  c. 
98|  s.  65,  the  general   district  rates   shall  be 


made  and  leyied  upon  the  occupier  of  all  such 
kinds  of  property  as  are  assessable  to  the  poor 
rate,  subject  to  this,  among  other  exceptions, 
that  "  the  occupier  of  any  land  coyered  with 
water,  or  used  only  as  a  canal  or  towing  path 
for  the  same,  or  as  a  railway  constructed  under 
the  powers  of  any  Act  of  Parliament  for  public 
eonreyanee,"  is  to  be  assessed  at  one  fourth 
only  of  the  net  annual  value.     Held, 

1.  That  the  dock  was  "land  coyered  with 
water,"  within  the  exception  and  therefore  rate* 
able  at  one  fourth  only  of  the  net  annual  ralue. 

2.  That  the  warehouses  and  other  acljuncts 
to  the  dock  were  rateable  at  the  net  annual 
value. 

3.  That  the  railways  or  tramroads  were  con- 
structed "for  public  conveyance"  within  the 
exception,  and  therefore  rateable  at  one  fourth 
only  of  the  net  annual  value.  NewpoH  Dock 
Company,  appellants.  Local  Board  of  Healik 
(/ jYeioporf,  respondents,  -708 

IL  M.  B.,  a  District  not  having  any  ascer- 
tained or  defined  boundary,  and  a  portion  of 
the  parish  of  M.,  obtained  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  an  order, 
under  secL  18  of  The  Local  Government  Act, 
1858, 21  A  22  Vict.  c.  98,  settling  its  boundaries 
for  the  purposes  of  that  Act,  and  subsequently 
adopted  the  Act  within  the  District  After- 
wards the  parish  of  M.  adopted  the  Act.  The 
Court  refused  a  mandamus  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  publish  the  notice  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Act  by  M.  B.  District,  under  sect  19 :  hold- 
ing  that  sect  14  applied  to  pl^es  the  bound- 
aries of  which  were  settled  by  an  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  therefore  that  the  Dis- 
trict of  M.  B.  could  not  adopt  the  Act  unless 
the  parish  of  M.  had  reftised  to  do  so.  Mat- 
lock Bath  JH9trietf  543 

LOCAL     MANAGEMENT    METROPOLIS 
ACT. 

See  HioBW AT,  Nuibarcr  to,  I.,  IIL 

LUNATIC. 
See  Pauprr  Luratxc. 

MAINTENANCE,  ORDER  OF. 
See  Pauprr  Lvratic,  IL,  III. 

MALICE. 
See  Slandrr. 

MARINE  INSURANCE. 
I.  Where  goods  are  insured  by  a  policy  of 
marine  insurance  in  the  ordinary  form,  the 
expression  <<  warranted  ft-ee  from  particular 
average"  is  not  confined  to  losses  arising  from 
injury  to,  or  deterioration  of,  the  goods  them- 
selves; but  is  equivalent  to  a  stipulation 
against  total  loss  and  general  average  only ; 
and,  consequently,  includes  expenses  inpurred 
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ID  relation  t4>  the  goods.      Tk€  Ortat  Indian 
PtHitumla  Railieay  Company  t.  Saunden,  268 

II.  A  quantity  of  iron  rails  was  shipped  to 
be  carried  to  a  oertain  place,  for  a  sum  to  be 
paid  there,  ship  lost  or  not  lost.  The  shippers 
insured  them  by  a  policy  in  the  ordinary  form 
**  warranted  free  from  particular  average,  un- 
less the  ship  be  stranded,  sunk  or  burnt;'' 
with  the  usual  clause  authorising  the  assured 
to  **  sue,  labour  and  trarel  for,  in,  and  about, 
the  defence,  safeguard  and  recorery  of  the 
goods."  The  ship  was  neither  stranded,  sunk 
nor  burnt ;  but  there  was  a  oonstructiye  total 
loss  of  her  by  perils  of  the  sea.  The  rails  were 
saved,  and  sent  on  in  other  vessels  to  their 
destination,  for  which  the  assured  was  com- 
pelled to  pay  freight  to  an  amount  not  exceed- 
ing the  value  of  the  rails.  Held,  that  this 
flight  was  not  recoverable  under  the  policy. 

Id, 

III.  In  June,  1859,  the  owners  of  a  ship 
valued  at  17,000^  caused  themselves  to  be  in- 
sured by  policies  in  the  usnal  form  for  16,000/., 
firom  Bombay  to  Liverpool.  When  oiT  Algoa 
Bay  she  encountered  very  severe  weather,  and 
sustained  such  damage  that  it  became  necessary 
to  put  into  Port  Louis,  in  Mauritius ;  and  in 
January,  1860,  the  master,  after  correspondence 
with  the  owners  in  England,  being  left  to  act 
as  he  considered  best  for  the  interest  of  all  par- 
ties concerned,  sold  her  instead  of  having  her 
repaired.  The  owners  had  bought  the  ship  in 
1855  for  20,000/. ;  and  20  per  cent  would  be  a 
reasonable  deduction  in  respect  of  wear  and 
tear  at  the  time  when  the  policy  attached.  The 
cost  of  building  such  a  ship  at  that  time  would 
have  been  20,000/.  ,•  and  the  cost  of  repairing 
her  would  have  been  10,500/.  Her  value,  after 
she  had  been  repaired,  would  have  been  7500/., 
she  being  a  vessel  of  exceptional  sise  and  class ; 
but  an  owner  wanting  such  a  ship  for  the  par- 
ticular purposes  of  his  trade,  and  having  to 
elect  either  to  sell,  or  to  repair,  or  to  pnrehase, 
would  have  elected  to  repair  her,  for  such  a 
vessel  could  not  have  been  built  or  purchased 
at  that  time  for  so  small  a  sum  as  10,500/.  On 
a  case  stated  between  the  owners  and  an  un- 
derwriter, the  Court  having  power  to  draw 
inferences  of  fact :  Held  that  the  price  of  such 
a  ship  in  the  market  after  she  was  repaired  was 
not  the  test  of  her  real  value,  and  that  the  in- 
ference from  the  facts  was,  that  the  cost  of 
repairs  would  not  have  exceeded  the  value  of 
the  ship  when  repaired,  and  therefore  the  loss 
was  an  average  loss  only,  and  not  a  constructive 
total  loss.     Qraingtr  v.  Martin,  456 

MASTER  AND  SERVANT. 
I.  A  workman  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  a  coal  company  to  serve  them  as  a  collier, 
in  consideration  of  wages  to  be  paid  to  him 
fortnightly ;  and  the  Company,  in  consideration 
of  such  service,  agreed  that  he  should  not 
be    dyicharged    without    twenty-eight    days' 


notice  in  writing,  unless  in  the  case  of  mis- 
conduct: held,  that  this  contract  necessarily 
implied  an  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  mastei 
to  find  work  for  the  servant,  and  to  pay  bin 
wages  every  fortnight;  and,  consequently,  was 
not  bad  for  want  of  mutuality.  Whittie,  ap- 
pellant, Franklandf  respondent,  49 

IL  An  information  under  the  4  G.  4,  o.  34,  s. 
3,  described  the  defendant  as  having  contracted 
to  serve  <<T.  B.  and  his  partners."  At  the 
hearing  it  appeared  that  the  contract  of  service 
was  between  the  defendant  and  "T.  B.  on 
behalf  of  himself  and  his  partners,  constitu- 
ting The  R.  M.  k  H.  Coal  Company  (Limit- 
ed) :"  held,  that  this  variance,  if  it  were  one, 
was  cured  by  the  11  A  12  Vict.  o.  43,  s.  1.   Id, 

III.  The  summary  jurisdiction  given  to  jus- 
tices by  sUL  20  Q.  2,  c  19,  s.  1,  to  hear  com- 
plaints  against  masters  by  artificers  and  other 
labourers  of  non-payment  of  wages,  and  to 
order  payment  thereof,  extends  to  cases  in 
which  the  contract  of  service  is  not  for  any 
certain  time.  Tajflor,  appellant^  Carr  and 
Porfr,  respondents,  335 

MEMORANDA. 
HUary  VacaUon,  1862,  415. 
Easter  Vacation,  1862,  707. 
Trinity  Term,  1862,  868. 

METROPOLIS    LOCAL   MANAGEMENT 
ACT. 

See  HioHWAT,  Nuisajtcx  to,  I.,  III. 

MISTAKE  OF  LAW. 
See  Law,  Mistaub  of. 

MORTGAGE  DEED. 
See  BuiLDiH«  Socibtt. 

MORTMAIN. 
See  Dbvisb. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATION. 
See  Clbrk  op  thb  Pxacb. 

MUTUAL  CREDIT. 
The  plaintiiT  sued  as  trustee  of  the  estate 
and  effects  of  a  bankrupt  in  Scotland,  under  a 
sequestration  in  that  country ;  for  money  re- 
ceived for  the  use  of  the  plaintiff  as  trustee  after 
the  bankruptcy,  and  for  interest  due  from  the 
defendant  to  the  plaintiff  as  trustee  after  the 
bankruptcy.  The  defendant  pleaded  that,  be- 
fore he  had  notice  of  the  bankruptcy,  and  before 
the  sequestration,  he  gave  credit  to  the  bank- 
rupt by  becoming  the  endorsee  and  holder  boat 
fide,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Scotch  law,  of 
a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  M.  A  Co.  upon  the 
bankrupt  for  the  sum,  Ac,  and  accepted  by  the 
bankrupt,  which  bill  became  payable  after  the 
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bftDkraptcy,  and  "  whioh  credit  bo  given  was  a 
credit  of  a  nature  likely  to  end  in  a  debt  horn 
the  bankrupt  to  the  defendant,  and  the  amount 
of  the  said  acceptance  was,  at  the  time  of  the 
commencement  of  this  suit,  and  still  is,  due  to 
the  defendant,  and,  together  with  interest  there- 
on, equals  the  plaintilTs  claim :  and  the  bank- 
rupt gave  credit  to  the  defendant  by  consigning 
goods  to  him  for  sale  for  the  said  bankrupt,  and 
upon  the  terms  that  the  proceeds  should  be 
remitted  and  paid  to  the  bankrupt  in  Scotland : 
and  that  the  money  sought  to  be  recovered  by 
the  plaintiff  is  the  proceeds  of  and  money  aris- 
ing from  the  sale  of  the  said  goods  under  and 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  said  consignment^ 
and  which  said  consignment  was  of  a  nature 
likely  to  end  in  a  debt  from  the  defendant  to 
the  bankrupt :  and  the  defendant  says  that  he 
is  ready  and  willing,  and  hereby  offers,  to  set 
oiTthe  amount  so  due  to  him,  the  defendant,  as 
endorsee  and  holder  of  the  said  bill  of  exchange 
at  aforesaid,  against  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff 
in  respect  of  the  matter  herein  pleaded  to,  and 
that,  by  the  law  of  Scotland,  he  is  entitled  so 
lo  do,  and  such  set-off  forms  an  answer  to  the 
plaintilTs  claim :"  held,  that  the  plA  was  good. 
IfaeFarlane  v.  Norri9,  783 

NEGLIGENCE!. 

In  an  action  by  the  owners  of  a  ship  against 
the  proprietors  of  a  dock  and  tidal  basin,  made 
under  the  powers  of  an  Aet  of  Parliament,  and 
for  the  use  of  which  they  were  entitled  to  receive 
tolls,  it  appeared  that  the  dock  and  basin  were 
opened  for  public  use  on  the  3d  March,  1859. 
The  basin  opened  into  the  river  T.  between 
two  piers,  distant  120  feet  apart :  in  construct- 
ing the  basin  a  bank  was  put  across  it  for  keep- 
ing out  the  water  during  the  excavation  :  when 
the  excavation  was  completed,  the  operation  of 
cutting  through  the  bank  was  commenced,  and, 
at  the  time  of  the  accident  to  the  plaintilTs' 
ship,  a  channel  70  feet  wide  had  been  cleared 
through  the  bank',  opposite  the  middle  of  the 
space  between  the  piers  at  the  entrance  of  the 
basin  :  at  the  time  when  the  dock  was  opened, 
the  70  feet  channel  had  been  excavated  to  about 
3  feet  0  inches  above  the  bottom  of  the  rest  of 
the  basin,  and  the  dredging  of  the  channel  was 
continued  from  that  time  until  the  plaintiffs' 
ship  went  out.  The  plaintiffs'  ship,  which  was 
of  674  tons  burthen,  entered  the  dock  on  the 
0th  March,  and,  having  received  a  cargo,  went 
out  on.  the  10th  March  under  the  charge  of  a 
river  pilot,  and,  whilst  proceeding  through  the 
basin,  grounded  on  the  bank.  The  channel 
was  not  marked  by  buoys  or  otherwise.  The 
pilot,  who  had  taken  a  larger  ship  out  on  the  8th 
March,  knew  the  state  of  the  basin.  Held  by 
this  Court,  and  affirmed  by  the  Exchequer 
Chamber, 

1.  That  it  was  the  duty  of  the  defendants 
to  take  reasonable  care  to  make  their  dock  and 
basin  safe  for  navigation  before  they  opened 


them  to  the  public ;  and  therefore  they  were  lia^ 
ble  for  negligence  in  opening  them  before  the 
channel  had  been  well  cleared. 

2.  That  assuming  the  knowledge  of  the  state 
of  the  basin  by  the  pilot  to  be  the  knowledge 
of  the  plaintiffs,  it  was  no  excuse  for  the  de- 
fendants, inasmuch  as  they  contended  that  the 
state  of  the  basin  was  not  such  as  to  make  it 
imprudent  to  take  the  vessel  out;  and  the  jury 
had  negatived  mismanagement  on  the  part  of 
those  who  had  charge  of  the  vessel.  Thomfon 
V.  The  North  EasUm  Railway  Company,    100 

See  Railway  Compant. 

Death  by.    See  Dxath  by  Nb«liqxrcb. 

NOTORIOUSLY  BAD  CHARACTER. 
See  PROSTRuns. 

NOVELTY. 
See  Patbrt. 

NUISANCE. 
See  Hx«HWAT,  Nuisahcb  to,  XL,  in. 

OCCUPATION  ROAD. 
See  HiGHWAT,  L 

OFFICE. 
Continuance  in.    See  Churchwardbh. 
Corporate.   See  Clbbk  or  tsb  Pbacb.    Costs, 
V.,VL 

OMISSION  TO  STAMP  ARTICLES. 
See  Clbbk,  Abticlbd,  II. 

ORDER. 
In  bastardy.  See  Arrbst. 
Of    justices.     See     Highway,     I.     Rati, 

Church,  III.,  IV. 
Of  maintenance.    See  Paupbr  Lvkatic,  II., 

IIL 
Of  removal.    See  Rbm oval,  Ordbb  op. 

PARISH. 
See  District  Parish. 

PARTICULAR  AVERAGE. 
Bee  Maribb  Insdrahcb,  I.,  II. 

PATENT. 

Action  for  infHngement  of  a  patent  for  "  im- 
provements in  fishes  and  fish-Joints  for  connect- 
ing the  rails  of  railways."  The  specification 
olaimed  « the  constructing  fishes  for  connecting 
the  rails  of  railways,  with  a  groove  adapted  for 
receiving  the  heads  of  the  bolts  or  rivets  em- 
ployed for  securing  such  fishes,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  such  fishes  for  connecting  the  rails  of 
railways." 

1.  The  invention  elaimed  by  the  patentee  as 
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POOR  LAW  AUDIT. 


bis  when  applied  to  the  pieces  of  iron  used  for 
holding  together  the  endf  of  rails  to  maite  them 
for  praotioal  parpotes  acontinoons  solid  body, 
had  previously  been  known  and  ased  as  applied 
to  pieces  of  iron  used  for  holding  together  the 
broad  sides  of  pieces  of  wood,  placed  Tertioallj 
upon  one  another,  to  make  them  for  praotioal 
purposes  a  continuous  solid  body;  but  had 
never  been  applied  for  the  purpose  of  fastening 
timbers  placed  end  to  end  in  contact  with  each 
other :  Held,  by  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  re- 
versing the  judgment  of  the  Queen's  Bench, 
that  the  alleged  invention  was  a  mere  applica- 
tion of  an  old  contrivance  in  the  old  way  to  an 
analogous  Subject,  without  any  novelty  or  in- 
vention in  the  mode  of  applying  such  old  con- 
trivance to  the  new  purpose,  and  therefore 
was  not  a  valid  subject-matter  for  a  paten  L 

2.  Before  the  date  of  the  patent,  a  scarf-joint 
in  a  railway  bridge  had  been  fished  by  means 
of  a  grooved  plate  of  iron  running  the  whole 
length  of  the  bridge  for  the  purpose  of  support- 
ing its  flooring,  as  well  as  for  fishing  the  joint : 
but  the  iron  plate  was  not  used  with  the  view 
either  of  obtaining  greater  strength  with  an 
equal  weight  of  metal,  or  of  preventing  the 
heads  of  the  bolts  from  turning  round,  both 
which  purposes  were  contemplated  by  the  pa- 
tent :  Held,  by  the  Queen's  Bench  {td  Qucert 
by  the  Exchequer  Chamber),  that  this  was  not 
a  prior  use  of  the  invention  which  invalidated 
the  patent  Harwood  v.  The  Ortat  Northern 
Bailway  Company,  194 

PAUPER  LUNATIC. 
L  A  justice  of  a  borough  not  having  a 
quarter  sessions  has  no  jurisdiction,  under  sect. 
67  of  Stat  Ifi  A  17  Vict  c.  97,  to  send  a  pauper 
lunatic  to  an  asylum ;  and  this  by  reason  of 
the  meaning  assigned  to  the  word  "borough" 
by  the  interpretation  clause,  sect  131.  Church- 
%par<UH9  of  Faverfham,  appellants,  Quardian* 
of  hit  of  Thantt  Union,  respondents,  275 

II.  The  jurisdiction  of  justices  under  sect  97 
of  that  Act  to  adjudge  the  settlement  of  a  pau- 
per lunatic  and  make  an  order  for  his  main- 
tenanee,  attaches  where  he  is  de  fkcto  confined 
in  an  asylum ;  and  their  order  is  not  invalid- 
ated by  the  fact  that  he  was  sent  there  by  a 
justice  who  bad  no  jurisdiction  :  (per  Wight- 
man  and  Mellor,  JJ. ;  Crompton,  J.,  dissenti- 
ente.)  Id, 

III.  In  1854,  a  pauper  Imiatio  was  sent  to 
an  asylum  at  the  charge  of  the  parish  of  C,  in 
whioh  she  had  acquired  the  status  of  irremova- 
bility. Her  maintenance  was  charged  to  C, 
and  allowed  in  the  half-yearly  audits  until 
Michaelmas,  I860,  when  the  overseer  of  C. 
objected  that  they  ought  to  be  charged  to  the 
common  ftind  of  the  Union  to  which  C.  be- 
longed. The  auditor  disallowed  the  costs  for 
the  six  months  ending  Michaelmas,  1860, 
against  the  parish,  and  transferred  them  to 
the  common  Union  ftind  acoonnt,  but  refused 


to  reopen  the  accounts  previously  audited.  On 
motion  to  vary  the  allowance,  brought  up  by 
certiorari  under  stat  7  A  8  Vict  c  101,  s.  35, 
by  crediting  the  parish  of  C.  with  the  sums 
paid  in  previous  years  and  debiting  the  common 
fund  of  the  Union  with  those  suma :  held,  that 
the  auditor  did  right  in  not  reopening  the  ac- 
counts previously  audited.  !%•  Qmoem  v.  Tht 
InhabitoHt*  of  Ohiddingttomt,  294 

PILOT. 
See  NsoLiaiircs. 

PLEADING. 

I.  Declaration  steted  that  the  defendants 
wrongfully  raised  an  embankment  near  the 
plaintiff's  house,  and  wrongfully  continued  the 
same,  by  reason  whereof  large  quantities  of 
water  flowed  against  and  into  the  house :  with 
an  averment  of  special  damage.  Plea,  that 
the  embankment  was  raised  and  eontinued  by 
the  defendants  under  certain  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment Replication  :  that,  although  the  em- 
bankment was  raised  and  continued  under  the 
Acts  of  Parliament,  the  flowing  of  the  water 
against  and  into  the  plaintiff's  house  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  wrongful  constmction  and  neg- 
ligent and  improper  raising  of  the  embankment, 
and  the  want  of  proper  and  sufficient  drains  to 
the  same,  and  the  continuing  the  embankment 
so  wrongfully  constructed  and  insuflleiently 
drained.     On  demurrer,  held : 

1.  That  a  departure  in  pleading  was  ground 
of  general  demurrer. 

2.  That  the  replication  was  not  a  departore 
from  the  declaration;  by  Crompton  and 
Blackburn,  JJ.,  Coekbum,  0.  J.,  not  assent- 
ing. BrtM  T.  Tho  Ortat  Wtstom  Bailwnjf 
Company,  402 

II.  A  declaration  fbr  breach  of  a  covenant 
or  contract  for  quiet  enjoyment  must  allege  an 
eviction  by  a  person  claiming  title  paramonnt 
Hall  T.  lit  City  of  London  Brewery  Company, 
Limited,  737 

POLICE  CONSTABLE. 
See  Arbbst. 

POOR  LAW  AUDIT. 
In  1854,  a  pauper  lunatic  was  sent  to  an 
asylum  at  the  charge  of  the  parish  of  C,  in 
which  she  had  acquired  the  status  of  irremo- 
vability ;  her  maintenance  was  charged  to  C, 
and  allowed  in  the  half-yearly  audits  until 
Michaelmas,  1860,  when  the  overseer  of  C.  ob- 
jected that  they  ought  to  be  charged  to  the 
common  fund  of  the  Union  to  whioh  C.  be- 
longed. The  auditor  disallowed  the  costs  for 
the  six  months  ending  Michaelmas,  I860, 
against  the  parish,  and  transferred  them  to  the 
common  Union  fund  account,  but  refused  to 
reopen  the  accounts  previously  audited.  On 
motion  to  vary  the  allowance,  brought  up  by 
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oertiorftH  under  atat  7  A  8  Vict  o.  101,  s.  35, 
by  ercditing  the  parish  of  C.  with  the  aums 
paid  in  previous  years  aad  debiting  the  com- 
mon fund  of  the  Union  with  those  sums :  held, 
that  the  auditor  did  right  in  not  reopening  the 
accounts  previously  audited.  Tlu  Qtutn  v. 
The  lMhabitaMt9  of  Ckiddingstone,  294 

POOR  RATE. 
See  Rate,  Poor. 

POST,  SERVICE  BT. 
See  Procbss,  Sxrvicx  op. 

PRESENTMENT. 
See  C0MMI8810HBR8  OF  Srwrrs. 

PRIVILEGE  FROM  ARREST. 
See  Arrest,  Privileob  frox. 

PROCESS,  SERVICE  OF. 
By  Stat.  4  A  6  W.  4,  e.  76,  s.  70,  no  pauper 
shall  be  removed  under  any  order  of  removal 
until  twenty-one  days  after  a  notice  of  charge- 
ability,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  order 
and  of  the  examination,  shall  have  been  sent 
'*  by  post  or  otherwise,"  by  the  overseers  of 
the  parish  obtaining  the  order,  to  the  overseers 
of  the  parish  to  whom  the  order  is  directed. 
Held  that,  admitting  that  the  delivery  of  those 
documents  in  the  ordinary  manner  would  be 
service  of  an  order  or  process  within  stat  29 
Car.  2,  c.  7,  s.  8,  the  transmission  of  them  by 
post  under  sect.  79  of  stat.  4  A  6  W.  4,  c  78, 
where,  by  the  ordinary  course  of  post,  they 
reached  on  Sunday  the  hands  of  the  overseers 
of  the  parish  to  whom  the  order  was  directed, 
was  not  void  by  sUt.  29  Car.  2,  c.  7,  s.  6.  Tht 
Qu€€n  V.  The  InhabUantt  of  Leomintter,       391 

PROHIBITION. 
See  Rate,  Church,  II. 

PROSTITUTES. 

Prostitutes,  as  such,  are  "persons  of  notori. 

onrty  bad  character"  within  the  meaning  of  a 

license  to  sell  excisable  liquors.    Parker  v. 

Green,  299 

PUBLIC  NUISANCE. 
'    See  Highway,  Nvibahcb  to. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT. 

I.  Arbitrators  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1848, 11  A  12  Vict  c.  83,  before  they  entered 
on  the  reference,  but  after  the  twenty-one  days 
within  which,  by  sect  125,  they  ought  to  make 
their  award,  appointed  an  umpire.  By  sect. 
127,  the  costs  are  in  the  discretion  of  the  um- 
pire, and  the  submission  may  be  made  a  rule 
of  Court    The  umpire  awarded  the  amount 


of  compensation  to  be  made  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
that  the  costs  of  the  reference  should  be  paid  by 
the  Local  Board  of  Health.     Held, 

1.  That  the  appointment  of  the  umpire  was 
not  too  late. 

2.  Per  Cockbarn,  C.  J.,  Blackburn  and  Mel- 
lor,  JJ.,  Crompton,  J.,  dissentiente,  that  an 
action  could  not  be  brought  for  the  costs  until 
they  had  been  taxed.  HoUUworth  v.  Bar- 
•hantf  dbe,,  480 

II.  A  Local  Board  of  Health  for  a  non-cor- 
porate district,  acting  under  The  Public  Health 
Act,  1848  (11  A  12  Vict  c.  83),  gave  notice  to 
the  owners  of  the  premises  fronting,  adjoining, 
or  abutting  on  certain  streets,  requiring  them 
to  **  sewer,  level,  pave,  flag,  and  channer*  the 
same,  according  to  the  provisions  of  sect.  89 
of  that  Mst ;  which  notices  not  being  complied 
with  within  the  specified  time,  the  B<^rd  en- 
tered into  contracts  with  a  third  person  for  the 
performance  thereof;  which  contained  pro- 
visions that  the  contractor  was  to  be  paid  for 
the  work  when  the  money  was  collected  from 
the  owners  of  the  acyaeent  properties:  the 
work  was  done  accordingly,  but  the  owners 
having  refused  payment,  the  justices  of  the 
peace  before  whom  they  were  summoned  for 
non-payment  dismissed  the  summonses :  Held, 
on  a  case  in  which  the  Court  was  empowered  to 
draw  inferences  of  fact,  that  the  contractor  was 
entitled  to  sue  the  Board  of  Health  for  the 
work  done  by  him  under  the  contracts. 
Worthington  v.  Svdlote,  dfc,  508 

QUARTER  SESSIONS. 
Appeal  at 

I.  An  order  for  the  removal  of  a  pauper  and 
his  family  fVom  the  parish  of  F.  to  the  parish 
of  C.  was  made  on  the  18th  August,  1880,  and 
notice  of  chargeability,  accompanied  by  a  <iopy 
of  the  order  and  a  statement  of  the  grounds 
thereof,  including  the  particulars  of  the  settle- 
ment relied  on,  were  sent  on  the  30th  August, 
and  a  copy  of  the  depositions  upon  which  the 
order  was  made  were  delivered  on  the  10th 
September.  On  the  1st  of  October  notice  of 
appeal  to  the  next  Quarter  Sessions  for  the 
county  of  S.  was  given.  Those  Sessions  were 
held  for  the  Eastern  division  of  that  county  on 
the-  15th  October  at  A.,  and  for  the  Western 
division,  within  which  the  respondent  parish 
was  situated,  on  the  18th  October  at  B.  The 
appellants  did  not,  at  any  time  on  or  before  the 
day  and  year  last  aforesaid,  send  or  deliver  to 
the  QMpondents  any  statement  in  writing  or 
otherwise  of  the  grounds  of  the  appeal.  By  the 
custom  and  practice  of  those  Sessions,  eight 
days'  notice  of  appeal  was  required.  The  ap- 
pellants applied  to  the  Sessions  at  B.  to  receive 
and  enter  the  appeal,  and  to  respite  it  to  the 
next  Quarter  Sessions  as  matter  of  right,  and 
without  showing  any  reason  for  the  delay: 
held,  that  they  had  a  right  to  do  so,  as  they 
had  not  been  guilty  of  any  laches  in  giving 
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th«ir  Dotiee  of  mppeml:  par  Crompton  and 
Mellor,  JJ^  diuentiaiite  BUokburn,  J.  Tke 
Quetn  T.  Tkt  Ju$tie—  of  Sunex,  664 

II.  After  DoUoe  uid  grounds  of  appeml  agaiost 
a  oertifioata  of  jasiioos  for  the  diversion  of  a 
highwaj,  the  person  at  whose  instance  the  ear- 
tifioate  was  given  gave  notice  that  he  abandoned 
farther  proceedings,  and  should  not  apply  to 
the  Qaarter  Sessions  for  the  enrolment  of  the 
certificate.  The  appeal  was  entered,  and,  being 
called  on  and  no  one  appearing,  was  stmck  out. 
Afterwards  on  the  same  day  the  appellant  ap- 
plied for  costs  under  stat  5  A  6  W.  4,  c.  60,  s. 
90,  by  which  the  Qaarter  Sessions  are  author- 
ised and  required  to  award  to  the  party  giving 
or  receiving  notice  of  appeal  such  costs  and 
expenses  as  shall  be  incurred  in  prosecuting 
or  resisting  sach  appeal,  whether  Ihe  same 
shaU  be  tried  or  not:  Held,  that  the  Quarter 
Sessions  were  bound  to  make  an  order  for  the 
costs.  Tke  Quetn  T.  Tke  Juetieee  of  the  Weet 
Biding  of  Torkehire,  Ac,  811 

Costs  at    See  Appial  at,  II. 

QUIET  ENJOYMENT. 

I.  In  a  contract  for  the  demise  of  land,  a 

promise  of  qoiet  enjoyment  daring  the  term  is 

implied  by  law.    Hall  v.  Tke  City  of  London 

Brewery  Company,  Limited,  737 

IL  A  declaration  for  breach  of  a  covenant 
or  contract  for  quiet  eqjoyment  must  allege  an 
eviction  by  a  person  claiming  title  paramount 

Id, 
QUO  WARRANTO. 
See  Costs,  V.,  VL 

RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACT. 
See  Railway  Covpajit,  I. 

RAILWAY   COMPANY. 

I.  A  passenger  by  railway  from  L.  to  W., 
took  with  him  two  horses  and  a  retriever  dog ; 
the  horses  were  put  into  a  horse-box,  and  a 
servant  of  the  defendants  proposed  that  the  dog 
should  be  placed  in  the  horse-box,  to  which  the 
plaintiff  assented.  The  dog  was  fastened  in  the 
horse-box  by  means  of  a  leather  collar  round 
its  neck,  and  a  strap  thereto,  which  passed 
through  a  ring  fixed  to  the  side  of  the  horse- 
box ;  the  collar  and  strap  were  fbrnished  by 
the  plaintiff,  and  were  his  property.  The 
plaintifTs  agent  signed  a  ticket,  subject  to  the 
following  conditions:  '< The  company  will  not 
be  liable  in  any  case  for  loss  or  damage  to  any 
horse  or  other  animal  above  the  value  of  40/., 
or  any  dog  above  the  value  of  5/.,  unless  a 
declaration  of  its  value,  signed  by  the  owner  or 
his  agent  at  the  time  of  booking  the  same,  has 
been  given  to  them,  and  by  such  declaration 
the  owner  shall  be  bound,  the  Company  not 
being  ift  any  event  liable  to  any  greateramount 
than  the  value  so  declared.    The  Company  will 


in  no  case  be  liable  for  ii^ury  to  any  horse  or 
other  animal  or  dog,  of  whatever  value,  when 
such  iigury  arises  wholly  or  partially  from  fear 
or  restiveness.  If  the  declared  value  of  any 
horse  or  other  animal  exceed  40/.,  or  any  dog 
5/.,  the  price  of  conveyaaoe  will,  in  addition  to 
the  regular  fare,  be  after  the  rate  of  1^  per 
cent,  or  Bd.  in  the  pound,  upon  the  declared 
value  above  40/.  [or  6/.],  whatever  may  be  the 
amount  of  such  value,  and  for  whatever  dis- 
tance the  horse  or  other  animal  is  to  be  carried." 
The  plaintiff  made  no  declaration  of  the  value 
of  the  dog,  and  paid  Ze,  for  the  carriage  of  it 
On  the  arrival  of  the  train  at  W.  a  window  in 
the  horse-box  was  found  open,  through  which 
the  dog  had  escaped,  and  was  lost  The  Court 
having  power  to  draw  inferences  of  fact, 

1.  Held  by  this  Court,  and  aflHrmed  by  the 
Exchequer  Chamber,  that  the  loss  of  the  dog 
was  not  occasioned  by  neglect  or  default  of  the 
plaintiff,  or  of  the  defendants. 

1.  Held,  per  Cookbum,  C.  J.,  and  Blackburn, 
J.,  that  a  dog  is  one  of  the  animals  to  which 
the  proviso  in  sect  7  of  The  Railway  and  Canal 
Traflic  Act,  1854,  17  A  18  Vict  c  31,  relates; 
and,  per  Wightman,  J.,  and  the  Exchequer 
Chamber,  that  the  defendants  had  made  them- 
selves liable  as  common  carriers  for  carrying 
the  dog. 

3.  Held,  per  Cockbum,  C.  J.,  and  Black- 
bum,  J.,  that  the  conditions  in  the  ticket  were 
not  just  and  reasonable  within  that  section,  in 
two  respects :  first,  because  the  meaning  of  the 
ticket  was,  that  if  the  value  of  the  dog  exceeded 
61.,  and  its  value  was  not  declared,  the  Com- 
pany would  not  be  liable  for  loss  or  damage 
occasioned  by  their  own  negligence :  secondly, 
because,  in  the  absence  of  evidence  by  the  Com- 
pany showing  the  contrary,  the  extra  charge 
of  2i  per  cent  was  excesstve ;  and  therefore, 
the  conditions  being  void,  the  Company  were 
liable,  as  common  carriers,  for  the  fiill  value  of 
the  dog.  But,  per  Wightman,  J.,  the  meaning 
of  the  ticket  was  that  the  Company  would  not 
in  any  case  be  liable  for  loss  or  damage  beyond 
bl.  unless  the  value  was  deolared,  and  that  this 
was  a  reasonable  condition ;  and  that  the  Court 
had  no  means  of  ascertaining  whether  the  extra 
charge  of  2^  per  cent  was  reasonable  or  not, 
and  therefore  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to 
recover  more  than  5/. 

4.  Held  by  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  Brie,  C. 
J.,  Williams  and  Keating,  JJ.,  and  ChsDoell, 
B.,  reversing  the  judgment  of  the  Queen's 
Bench  (Wilde,  B.,  dissentiente),  that  asfoming 
sect  7  applied  to  the  case,  the  conditions  in 
the  ticket  were  just  and  reasonable  within  tfast 
section ;  because  the  effect  of  the  first  condition 
was  not  to  exempt  the  defendants  from  liability 
for  loss  or  injury  occasioned  by  wilful  wrong  ; 
and  if  it  exempted  them  from  re? ponsibility 
for  any  negligence  it  was  severable,  and  valid 
to  exempt  when  there  was  no  negligenoe ;  and 
it  lay  upon  the  plaintiff  to  show  that  the  extra 
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ehnge  in  the  third  oondition  wu  exorhitant  or 
unfair,  and  the  question  whether  it  was  so  was 
for  a  jary,  and  not  for  the  Court 

5.  Heid  by  Erie,  C.  J.,  and  Keating,  J.,  that 
sect  7  was  oonflned  to  oases  in  which  the  loss 
or  injury  was  occasioned  by  ulseondnct  on  the 
part  of  the  Company,  and  did  not  apply  where 
it  occurred  through  pure  accident  Harriwn 
▼.  TktLondwut  Brighton,  and  South  Coat  Bail- 
way  Company,  122 

II.  The  plaintiff,  arriving  in  London  by  the 
defendants'  railway  on  Saturday  eyening,  left  a 
portmanteau  at  the  luggage  and  cloak  office  on 
the  up  platform  of  the  Paddiogton  Station,  and 
on  paying  2d,  reoeiyed  a  ticket  acknowledging 
the  receipt  with  printed  conditions,  among 
whioh  was  a  notice  that  the  Company  would 
not  **  deliyer  up  luggage  except  to  persons  pro- 
dncing  the  proper  receipt"  On  Sunday  eyen- 
ing, intending  to  leave  London  by  another  rail- 
way, he  came  to  the  Paddiogton  Station  for  his 
portmanteau,  and  found  the  office  shut  After 
some  time  he  was  told  by  a  porter  that  the 
raperintendent  was  on  the  other  side ;  where- 
upon he  went  across  to  the  down  platform, 
from  which  a  train  was  starting,  and  the  super- 
intendent sent  a  porter  with  a  key  of  the  office, 
and  he  obtained  his  portmanteau.  He  was  thus 
delayed  forty  minutes,  and  prevented  from  leav- 
ing London  by  the  other  railway  that  night. 
In  an  notion  for  not  redelivering  the  portman- 
teau within  a  reasonable  time  the  jury  found 
for  the  plaintiff:  Held,  that  by  the  ticket  the 
defendants  were  bound  to  deliver  up  the  port- 
manteau on  Sunday  as  well  as  on  other  days, 
on  a  reasonable  request  and  within  a  reason- 
able time ;  and  that  whether  there  had  been  an 
unreasonable  delay  was  a  question  for  the  jury. 
Stallard  v.  The  Orwt  Wut«m  Bailtoay  Com- 
pany,  419 

RAILWAYS. 
Clauses  Consolidation  Act. 

Declaration  stated  that  the  defendants,  a 
railway  Company,  under  the  powers  of  their 
Aet,  took  for  the  purposes  of  their  railway  a 
portion  of  a  highway  from  L.  to  W.,  and  con- 
stmoted  the  railway  aeross  it,  and  a  deviation 
road  and  bridge  over  the  railway,  and  by  the 
execution  of  the  railway  and  works  houses  of 
the  plaintiff  were  injuriously  affected ;  and  set 
out  proceedings  in  an  arbitration  under  The 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845,  by 
which  the  umpire  appointed  by  the  arbitrators 
awarded  compensation  to  the  plaintiff.  Plea, 
setting  out  the  form  of  the  appointment  of  the 
arbitrator  on  the  part  of , the  defendants,  and 
the  award,  which  recited  the  notice  of  the 
plaintiff  to  the  defendants  that,  by  the  execu- 
tion of  the  railway  and  works,  they  had  inju- 
riously affected  certain  houses  of  which  the 
plaintiff  was  lessee,  being  four  houses  on  the 
highway,  and  eight  other  houses  which,  at  the 
time  of  the  execution  of  the  works,  were  in  the 
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course  of  erection  for  the  purpose  of  being  used 
as  dwelling-houses,  fronting  a  new  road  run- 
ning at  right  angles  to  the  highway,  and 
found,  that  by  reason  of  the  obstruction  of  the 
highway,  by  the  construction  of  tbe  railway 
across  the  same,  the  access  to  the  houses  of 
the  plaintiff  was,  notwithstanding  the  substitu- 
tion of  tbe  deviation  road,  rendered  less  con- 
venient for  the  occupiers,  and  many  persons 
would  be  prevented  from  passing  the  same,  and 
the  houses  had  thereby  been  rendered  less  suit- 
able for  being  used  and  occupied  as  shops,  and 
the  value  of  the  houses  had  been  greatly  dimin- 
ished. On  demurrer,  held  by  this  Court,  and 
affirmed  by  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  that  the 
houses  of  tiie  plaintiff  were  iiguriously  affected 
within  The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act, 
1846,  8  A  i»  Viet  e.  18,  s.  68,  and  The  RaU- 
ways  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  8  A  9  Vict  e. 
20,  s.  8,  and  therefore  the  plaintiff  was  entitied 
to  compensation.  Chamberlain  y.  The  Weet 
End  of  London  and  Cryetal  Palace  Bailway 
Company,  606 

[Railways  Clauses  Act 

By  the  effect  of  the  77th,  78th,  and  79th 
sections  of  the  Railways  Clauses  Consolidation 
Act,  1845,  a  railway  company  on  purchasing, 
under  that  statute,  land  for  the  purposes  of  the 
railway,  does  not  become  entitled  to  the  mines 
under  the  land;  the  owner  may  work  them 
after  notice  duly  given ;  and  if,  after  such  no- 
tice, the  company,  though  desiring  to  prevent 
the  working,  does  not  give  compensation  for 
the  minerals,  %he  owner  may  work  them  up  to 
and  under  the  railway,  working  them  in  a 
«  proper  manner"  and  *'  according  to  the  usual 
manner  of  working  such  mines  in  the  district" 
The  company  cannot,  under  this  statutory 
purchase,  claim  the  benefit  of  the  right  of  an 
ordinary  purchaser  of  the  surface  to  subjacent 
and  acyaeent  support,  the  statute  having  cre- 
ated a  specific  law  for  such  matters,  by  which 
alone  the  rights  of  the  company  and  tiie  mine 
owner  are  regulated., 

Tbe  Dudley  Canal  Company  v.  Grasebrook, 
1  B.  A  Ad.  59,  approved.  The  Proprietor; 
<i'c.,  of  the  Oreat  Wftem  Bailway  Company 
v.  Bennett,  H.  of  L.,  868] 

Rating  of    See  Local  GoYnnjnmn  Act. 

BATE. 
Poor. 

An  incumbent,  owner  of  a  tithe  rent  charge, 
who  voluntarily  endows  a  District  parish 
formed,  for  spiritual  purposes,  out  of  part  of 
his  own  parish,  by  granting  to  the  minister  of 
such  new  District  parish  a  rent  charge  charged 
on  the  tithe  rent  charge,  is  not  entitled,  in  an 
assessment  to  the  poor  rate,  to  claim  a  deduc- 
tion from  the  total  amount  of  tithe  rent  charge 
in  respect  of  the  portion  which  he  has  thna 
granted  away.  Lawrenee,  appellant,  Overeeere 
of  TolUthunt  Knight;  respondents,  533  ■ 
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Church. 

L  S«ct  70  of  Stat  58  G.  3,  o.  45,  which  aa- 
thorUes  rates  for  the  "repairs'*  of  district 
ohorohes,  inolodes  rates  « to  he  raised  within 
the  district,  in  like  manner  as  in  case  of  repairs 
of  churches  by  parishes/'  for  the  expenses 
necessary  for  the  due  performance  of  the  offices 
of  the  church,  as  well  as  for  the  repairs  of  the 
fabric.  Tkt  Queen  t.  Ooneietorial  Court  of 
London,  339 

II.  The  parish  of  L.  was  dirided  into  three 
ecclesiastical  districts,  under  soot  21  of  stat  58 
O.  3,  c.  i5,  and  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
that  and  the  other  Church  Building  Acts ;  and 
one  of  such  districts  was  assigned  to  a  church 
called  the  church  of  St  B.,  built  under  the 
proyisions  of  those  Acts  at  S.,  and  was  called 
the  district  parish  of  St.  B.,  S.  A  rate  was 
niade  in  form  **  for  and  towards  the  repairs  of 
the  district  parish  church  of  St.  B.,  S./'  but  in 
£ict  for  other  necessary  expenses  also,  such  as 

'  lighting  and  washing,  and  stationery  for 
registers,  Ac.  Upon  a  rule  for  a  prohibition, 
held*  that  the  expenses  for  which  the  rate  was 
made  were  legaL  Id. 

III.  By  a  local  Act  the  vestry  of  the  parish 
of  C.  were  empowered  to  make  rates,  among 
other  things,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  church, 
and  an  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions  was  given 
against  any  rate.  By  an  amending  Act  every 
rate  was  to  be  enforced  by  summons  before  two 
justices,  and  if  the  person  summoned  should 
not  prove  to  the  justices  that 'he  was  not 
chargeable  with  or  liable  to  pay  such  rate,  he 
should  pay  it  A  person  in  that  parish  who 
was  summoned  for  non-payment  of  church  rate 
proposed  to  give  evidence  to  show  that  the  rate 
had  not  been  duly  made,  which  evidence  the 
justices  declined  to  hear.  Held,  that  the  jus- 
tices had  no  jurisdiction  to  inquire  into  the 
validity  of  the  rate,  and  therefore  had  no  power 
to  state  a  case  for  a  superior  Court  under  stat 
20  A  21  Vict  c  43,  s.  2.     Ex  parte  May,    426 

IV.  A  person  summoned  before  justices  for 
non-payment  of  a  church  rate  contended  that 
the  summons  should  be  dismissed  on  the 
grounds  that  the  rate  was  wrongly  described 
in  the  summons  and  that  the  rate  was  illegally 
made.  These  grounds  of  ol^ection  having  been 
argued,  and  the  magistrates  being   about  to 

'deliberate,  he  gave  notice  that  he  disputed  the 
validity  of  the  rate  and  his  liability  to  pay  it; 
and  thereupon  the  justices  decided  that  their 
jorisdietion  was  taken  away  by  the  third  pro- 
vviso  to  sect  7  of  stat.  53  O.  3,  c  127.  This 
Court  refused  a  rule  on  the  justices  to  make  an 
order  for  payment  of  the  rate.  Ex  paru  Man- 
nering,  d:e„  431 

IBEA80NABLB  AKD  PROBABLB  CAUSE, 
WANT  OP. 

See  Slasdkr,  II. 


RECOGNISANCBS  IN  CRIMINAL  CA8E& 
See  Statutx  op  Frauds,  L 

REGISTRAR. 
See  SuPBRiHTBiiDBiiT  Rbqistbab. 

REOULA  GENERALI8. 
U.2W.4,r.93.    See  Costs,  IL 
H.  26  Vict,  p.  8«. 

REMOVAL,  ORDER  OF. 

I.  Stat  9  A  10  Vict  c.  «6,  s.  4,  by  which 
''  no  warrant  shall  be  granted  for  the  removal 
of  any  person  becoming  chargeable  in  respect 
of  relief  made  necessary  by  sickness,  unless 
the  justices  granting  the  warrant  shall  state  in 
such  warrant  that  they  are  satisfied  that  the 
sickness  will  produce  pennanent  disability," 
applies  only  to  the  case  of  siekness  of  the  per- 
son removed.  The  QtMen  v.  The  InkahitMlu 
of  St.  George,  Middleeex^  317 

II.  Therefore  where  a  man,  in  oonsequence 
of  sickness,  left  his  wife  and  children  in  the 
respondent  parish,  and  went  into  an  hospital 
in  another,  and  bis  wife  and  children  became 
chargeable  to  the  respondent  parish,  it  wu 
held  that  an  order  for  their  removal  to  the 
parish  of  his  settlement  need  not  sUte  that  the 
justices  were  satisfied  that  the  sickness  would 
produce  permanent  disability.  Id, 

III.  By  stat  4  A  5  W.  4,  c  76,  f .  79,  no  panper 
shall  be  removed  under  any  order  of  removal 
until  twenty-one  days  after  a  notice  of  charge- 
ability,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  order 
and  of  the  examination,  shall  have  been  sent 
"  by  post  or  otherwise,"  by  the  overseers  of 
the  parish  obtoining  the  order,  to  the  overseers 
of  the  parish  to  whom  the  order  is  directed. 
Held  that,  admitting  that  the  delivery  of  those 
documents  in  the  ordinary  manner  would  be 
service  of  an  order  or  process  within  stat  29 
Car.  2,  c.  7,  s.  0,  the  transmission  of  them  by 
post  under  sect.  79  of  sUt.  4  A  5  W.  4,  c  76, 
where,  by  the  ordinary  course  of  post,  they 
reached  on  Sunday  the  hands  of  the  overseers 
of  the  parish  to  whom  the  order  was  directed, 
was  not  void  by  sUt.  29  Car.  2,  c  7,  s.  6.  The 
QuMn  V.  The  Inkabitante  o/ Leomineter,      391 

rV.  An  order  for  the  removal  of  a  pauper  and 
his  family  from  the  parish  of  F.  to  the  parish 
of  C.  was  made  on  the  18th  August,  1880,  and 
notice  of  chargeability,  accompanied  by  a  copy 
of  the  order  and  a  statement  of  the  grounds 
thereof,  including  the  particulars  of  the  settle- 
ment relied  on,  were  sent  on  the  30th  Angast, 
and  a  copy  of  the  depositions  upon  which  the 
order  was  made  were  delivered  on  the  19th 
September.  On  the  1st  of  October  notice  of 
appeal  to  the  next  Quarter  Sessions  for  the 
county  of  S.  was  given.  Those  Session!  were 
held  for  the  Eastern  division  of  that  county  oo 
the  15th  October  at  A.,  and  for  the  Western 
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diTifion,  within  which  the  reapondeiit  parish 
WM  sitoatdd,  on  the  18tb  October  at  B.  The 
appellanta  did  not,  at  any  time  on  or  before  the 
day  and  jear  laat  aforeaaid,  send  or  deliver  to 
the  respondents  any  statement  in  writing  or 
otherwise  of  the  grounds  of  the  appeal.  By  the 
enstom  and  practice  of  those  Sessions,  eight 
days'  notice  of  appeal  was  required.  The  ap- 
pellants applied  to  the  Sessions  at  B.  to  receive 
and  enter  the  appeal,  and  to  respite  it  to  the 
next  Quarter  Sessions  as  matter  of  right,  and 
without  showing  any  reason  for  the  delay: 
held,  that  they  had  a  right  to  do  so,  as  they 
had  not  been  guilty  of  any  laches  in  giving 
their  notiee  of  appeal:  per  Crompton  and 
Mellor,  JJ.,  dissentiente  Blaokburn,  J.  The 
Queen  r.  The  Juetieee  of  Sue—x,  664 

Suspension  of. 

Upon  an  applieation,  under  stat  35  O.  3,  c 
101,  a.  2,  for  a  warrant  of  distress  to  levy  the 
charges  incurred  by  the  suspension  of  an  order 
of  removal,  the  justice  cannot  inquire  into  the 
merits  of  the  order  directing  payment,  but  is 
bound  to  enforce  it  by  issuing  his  warrant 
And  this  holds  even  where,  by  reason  of  the 
amount  ordered  to  be  paid  not  exceeding  20/., 
there  is  no  appeal  against  the  order.  The 
Qmetu  V.  Hijfgineon,  d:e.,  471 

RENT. 
See  BuiLDiNtt  Sooibtt.    Lbam. 

Charge,  Tithe.    See  Distbict  Pabish. 

* 

RBP)IIR. 
See   CoMMissiOHBRS    OF   Sbwbbs.     Chubch 
Ratb,  I,  XL 

REPLICATION. 
See  Plbadino,  I, 

RESEALINO. 
See  Summons,  Wbit  of. 

REVOCATION  OF  AUTHORITY. 
See  AuTHOBiTT,  Rbtocation  of. 

SCOTCH  BANKRUPTCY. 

L  The  Bankruptcy  (Scotland)  Act,  1856,  19 
A  20  Vict  c.  79,  s.  47,  enacts  that  a  warrant 
granting  protection  shall  protect  the  debtor 
fh>m  arrest  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
Her  Mi^esty's  other  dominions,  for  civil  debt 
contracted  previous  to  the  sequestration ;  but 
such  warrant  shall  not  be  of  any  effect  against 
the  execution  of  a  warrant  of  apprehension  in 
meditatione  fugss  or  ad  factum  prssstandum, 
or  for  any  criminal  act :  Held,  that  the  excep' 
tion  extended  to  like  process  in  England  and 
Ireland  and  other  parts  of  the  Queen's  domin- 
ions.    Dutton  V.  ffalley,  748 

IL  The  defendant  being  about  to  leave  this 
eonntry  for  New  Zealand,  was  arrested  on  a 


capias  under  stat  1  A  2  Vict  c.  110,  s.  3.  The 
plaintiff  had  proved  his  debt  in  Scotland ;  and  a 
warrant  of  protection  had  been  granted  to  the 
defendant  for  a  limited  period,  which  had  not 
elapsed  when  he  was  arrested :  held,  that  the 
defendant  was  not  entitled  to  be  discharged. 

Id. 
III.  The  plaintiff  sued  as  trustee  of  the  estate 
and  effects  of  a  bankrupt  in  Scotland,  under  a 
sequestration  in  that  country ;  for  money  re- 
ceived for  the  use  of  the  plaintiff  as  trustee  after 
the  bankruptcy,  and  for  interest  due  fVom  the 
defendant  to  the  plaintiff  as  trustee  after  the 
bankruptcy.  The  defendant  pleaded  that,  be- 
fore he  had  notice  of  the  bankruptcy,  and  before 
the  sequestration,  he  gave  credit  to  the  bank- 
rupt by  becoming  the  endorsee  and  holder  bonH 
fide,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Scotch  law,  of 
a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  M.  A  Co.  upon  the 
bankrupt  for  the  sum,  Ac,  and  accepted  by  the 
bankrupt,  which  bill  became  payable  after  the 
bankruptcy,  and  "  which  credit  so  given  was  a 
credit  of  a  nature  likely  to  end  in  a  debt  flrom 
the  bankrupt  to  the  defendant,  and  the  amount 
of  the  said  acceptance  was,  at  the  time  of  the 
commencement  of  this  suit,  and  still  is,  due  to 
the  defendant,  and,  together  with  interest  there- 
on, equals  the  plaintiffs  claim  :  and  the  bank- 
rupt gave  credit  to  the  defendant  by  consigning 
goods  to  him  for  sale  for  the  said  bankrupt,  and 
upon  the  terms  that  the  proceeds  should  be 
remitted  and  paid  to  the  bankrupt  in  Scotland : 
and  that  the  money  sought  to  be  recovered  by 
the  plaintiff  is  the  proceeds  of  and  money  aris- 
ing flrom  the  sale  of  the  said  goods  under  and 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  said  consignment, 
and  which  said  consignment  was  of  a  nature 
likely  to  end  in  a  debt  from  the  defendant  to 
the  bankrupt :  and  the  defendant  says  that  he 
is  ready  and  willing,  and  hereby  offers,  to  set 
off  the  amount  so  due  to  him,  the  defendant,  as 
endorsee  and  holder  of  the  said  bill  of  exchange 
as  aforesaid,  against  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff 
in  respect  of  the  matter  herein  pleaded  to,  and 
that,  by  the  law  of  Scotland,  he  is  entitled  so 
to  do,  and  such  set-off  forms  an  answer  to  the 
plaintiff's  claim :"  held,  that  the  plea  was  good. 
IfacFarlane  r.  Norrief  783 

SERVANT. 

See  Mastbr  and  Sbbyant. 

SERVICE  OF   PROCESS. 
See  Rbmotal,  Ordbb  of,  IIL 

SESSIONS. 
See  QuARTBB  Sbssions. 

SET-OFF. 

SembU,  that  set-off  is  matter  of  prooedurey 
and,  as  such,  determinable  by  the  lex  fort 
MacFarlane  v.  Norrie,  783 

See  Costs,  II.,  IV.,  and  Tbuck  Act. 
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TRAMWAYS. 


SBTTLBMENT,  ORDER  OF. 
Se©  Paupsr  Luhatio. 

SEWERS. 
See  CoHMissioiTBRS  OF  Sbwbrs. 

SICKNESS. 
See  RxMOYAL,  Obdbe  op,  I.,  11. 

SIGNING  JURY  LISTS. 
See  Chubchwardbit,  II. 

SLANDER. 

I.  A  coroner,  holding  an  inqoest  on  a  dead 
body,  is  not  liable  to  an  action  for  words  falsely 
and  maliciously  spoken  by  Urn  in  his  address 
to  the  jury.     Thoma*  v.  Churton,  475 

IL  Qucsre,  per  Cockbum,  C.  J.,,  if  they  had 
been  spoken  by  him  malicionsly,  and  without 
reasonable  and  probable  cause  ?  Id. 

SOCIETY. 
See  BuiLDiBQ  Socibtt. 

STAMP. 
Omitting  to.    See  Clbrk,  Articlbd,  L 

STATUTE. 
Of  Frauds. 

I.  A.,  at  the  request  of  B.,  entered  into  re- 
cognisances for  the  appearance  of  B.'s  daughter 
at  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  to  which  she  had 
been  committed  to  take  her  trial,  on  a  charge  of 
misdemeanor  ,*  and  B.,  in  consideration  thereof, 
agreed  to  indemnify  A.  against  all  liability, 
and  from  all  costs,  damages  and  expenses  in 
respect  to  the  same.  B.'s  daughter  not  having 
appeared  according  to  the  recognisances,  they 
were  estreated,  whereby  A.  was  obliged  to  pay 
the  amount,  and  incurred  other  expenses :  held, 
that  this  was  a  special  promise  to  answer  for 
the  debt,  deCiult  or  miscarriages  of  another  per- 
son, within  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  29  Car.  2,  c. 
S,  s.  4,  and,  as  such,  could  not  be  sued  on  with- 
out an  agreement  or  memorandum  or  note  in 
writing.     Cripp§  v.  HartnoU,  697 

II.  Quart,  whether,  in  order  to  bring  a  case 
within  sect  4  of  the  SUtute  of  Frauds,  29  Car. 
2,  e.  3,  the  debt  or  default  must  be  towards  the 
promissee  ?  id. 

Of  Limitations. 

The  last  day  for  resealing  a  writ  of  summons, 
so  as  to  save  the  Statute  ofLimitations,  expired 
on  Saturday  the  28th  December,  within  the 
Christmas  holidays.  A  party  who  attended  at 
the  office  on  that  day  for  the  purpose  found  it 
shut,  and  the  officer  having  refused  to  reseal  the 
writ  on  the  following  Monday,  the  30lh,  the 
Court  reftised  to  order  him  to  do  it  afterwards, 
nunc  pro  tunc.     Eoan$  v.  Jont*,  45 

Of  Mortmain.    See  Devise. 


SUMMONS,  WRIT  OF. 
The  last  day  for  resealing  a  writ  of  summons, 
«o  as  to  save  the  SUtute  of  LimiUtions,  expired 
on  Saturday  the  28th  December,  within  the 
Christmas  holidays.  A  party  who  attended  at 
the  offiee  on  that  day  for  the  purpose  found  it 
shut,  and  the  officer  having  refused  to  reseal 
the  writ  on  the  following  Monday,  the  ."tOth, 
the  Court  refused  to  order  him  to  do  it  after- 
wards, nunc  pro  tunc     Evant  y.  Jontt,       45 


SUNDAY. 

See    Rbmotal,  Ordbr    or,   IIL 
CoBPAifr,  II. 


Railway 


SUPERINTENDENT  REGISTRAR. 

L  Under  sUt  6  A  7  W.  4,  c.  86,  s.  7,  the 
clerk  to  the  board  of  guardians  of  a  union 
created  under  stat  4  A  5  W.  4,  c.  76,  has  no 
right  to  be  Superintendent  Registrar  except  in 
the  case  of  the  first  appointment  after  stat.  6 
A  7  W.  4,  c.  86,  coming  into  operation ;  and  on 
any  subsequent  vacancy  the  power  of  appoiat- 
ment  is  in  the  board  of  guardians.  The  Qunm 
«.  AeatoHf  ^95 

II.  W.  A.,  who  was  clerk  to  the  board  of 
guardians  of  a  union,  created  under  stat.  4  k 
5  W.  4,  c  76,  and  was  also  Superintendent 
Registrar  appointed  by  the  Registrar-General, 
under  stat.  7  W.  4  A  1  Vict  c.  22,  died  on  Jan- 
uary 4th,  1861.  On  the  17th  January,  the 
defendant  was  appointed  Superintendent  Reg- 
istrar by  the  board  oPj^uardians.  On  the  14th 
February,  the  relator  was  appointed  clerk  to 
the  board  of  guardians.  Upon  information  in 
the  nature  of  quo  warranto.  Held,  that  the 
defendant  was  duly  appointed  Superintendent 
Registrar.  Id, 

TENANCY  AT  WILL. 
'  See  BuiLDiHG  Socibtt. 

TICKET. 
See  RAUiWAT  Compaht. 

TIME  FOR  APPEALING. 
See  Quarter  Sessiohs,  Appeal  at,  L 

TITHE  RENT  CHARGE. 
See  District  Parish. 

TITLE  DEEDS 
See  Dbtihdx. 

TOTAL  LOSS. 
See  Maribb  Insurahcb. 

TRAMWAYS. 
See  Hiohwat,  Nuisance  to,  I. 
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TRUCK  ACT. 
The  defendants,  matter  manufaotaiert,  em- 
ployed the  plaintiff,  an  artifioer,  without  any 
agreement  in  writing,  to  make  stoolcing  heels 
at  7d,  a  doien.  The  plaintiff  was  to  find  the 
laboar,  mnd  to  work  on  the  defendants'  prem> 
ises,  naing  their  frame.  The  settlements  were 
weekly.  The  amount  due  for  the  plaintiff's 
work  was  first  ascertained ;  then  from  the  sum 
coming  to  him  were  deducted  the  following 
charges :  (1.)  Frame  rent,  for  the  nse  of  the 
frame  with  which  he  worked,  at  1«.  9d.  per  week. 
(2.)  Machine  rent,  at  4d.  per  week.  (3.)  For 
standing  room  in  the  defendants'  factory,  at  Zd. 
per  week.  (4.)  Winding  the  yam,  at  Id,  per 
week.  (5.)  Fines  for  irregular  attendance,  at 
4^  a  quarter  of  a  day  for  time  of  absence, 
(fi.)  Oas  for  lighting  the  defendants'  factory, 
at  4d.  per  week.  (7.)  Fire  for  heating  the  de- 
fendants' factory.  The  amount  of  work  per- 
formed by  the  plaintiff  during  the  time  he  was 
in  the  defendants'  employ  varied  from  time  to 
time,  according  to  the  state  of  trade,  the  plain- 
tiff being  sometimes  employed  for  a  greater 
and  sometimes  for  a  smaller  number  of  hours 
in  the  day ;  but  the  charges,  with  the  exception 
of  the  fines,  were  fixed  and  uniform,  and  were 
made  whatever  the  amount  of  earnings.  In  an 
action  to  recover  wages  alleged  to  be  due,  the 
defendants  pleaded  Never  indebted,  and  a  set- 
off, consisting  of  the  above  charges.  Held,  per 
Pollock,  C.  B.,  Bramwell,  B,  and  Byles,  J. 
(aflirming  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench,  which  was  founded  upon  the  authority 
of  Chawner  v.  Cummings,  8  Q.  B.  311),  Wil- 
liams, Willes,  and  Keating,  JJ.,  dissentientibus, 
that  a  contract  to  pay  the  plaintiff's  wages, 
subject  to  the  above  deductions,  was  not  a  con- 
tract to  pay  part  of  such  wages  otherwise  than 
in  the  current  coin  of  the  realm,  within  sect 
I  of  the  Truck  Act,  1  A  3  W.  4,  o.  37,  and  was 
therefore  legal.    Archer  v.  Jamet,  61 

TRUST  BSTATB. 
See  Dbtisb. 

UMPIRE. 
See  Public  Hxalth  Act,  L 

UNRBASONABLB. 
Condition.    See  Railway  Cohpant,  I, 
Belay.    See  Railway  Coxpajit,  II. 


VARIANCE. 
An  information  under  the  4  G.  4,  o.  34,  s. 
3,  described  the  defendant  as  having  contracted 
to  serve  "T.  B.  and  bis  partners."  At  the 
hearing  it  appeared  that  the  contract  of  service 
was  between  the  defendant  and  "T.  B.  on 
behalf  of  himself  and  his  partners,  constitu- 
ting The  R.  M.  A  H.  Coal  Company  (Limit- 
ed) :"  held,  that  this  variance,  if  it  were  one, 
was  cured  by  the  11  A  12  Vict  o.  43,  s.  1. 
WhUtU,  appellant,  Frankland,  respondent,  49 

WAGES. 
See  Mastbb  abd  Sbbyabt,  L,  III.,  and  Tbuck 
Act. 

WANT. 
Of  reasonable  and  probable  oanse.    See  Slab- 

DBB. 

WAREHOUSE. 
See  GuBPOWDBB. 

WARRANT. 
See  Arrbst. 

WEIGHING  MACHINE. 
Upon  the  conviction  of  a  railway  Company 
under  stat  6  A  0  W.  4,  c.  63,  s.  28,  for  having 
in  their  possession  a  weighing  maohine  which 
upon  examination  thereof,  duly  made  by  the 
inspector  of  weights  and  measures,  was  found 
to  be  incorrect :  held,  that  a  maehine  which, 
fh>m  its  construction,  was  liable  to  variation 
ftam  atmospheric  and  other  causes,  and  re- 
quired to  be  a4justed  before  it  was  used,  was 
not  incorrect  upon  examination,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statute,  if  examined  by  the  in- 
spector before  it  had  been  justed.  The 
LoHd&H  and  North  Weetem  J?atltray  Company, 
appellants,  Hiehardt,  respondent,  326 

WILL,  TENANCY  AT 
See  BciLDiHo  Socibtt. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  INFORMATION. 
See  iHroRMATiOB,  Withdrawal  or. 

WITNESS. 
See  EviDBHOB. 

WRIT  OF  SUMMONa 
See  SuMBOBs,  Writ  or. 


END  OF  VOL.  n. 
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